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PREFACE. 


*TpHE  Sixth  Volume  of  this  Collection  is  now  offered  to  the 
Public.  The  termination  of  hoftilities  upon  the  C  tinent, 
Ihe  xonclufion  of  peace  between  the  Emperor  and  the  French 
Republic,  the  republicanifing  of  Italy,  and  the  negotiation  at 
Irifle,  render  the  prefent  at  kail  equal  in  intereft  and  importance 
to  any  of  the  preceding  Volumes.     All   the  official  documents 

• 

relative  to  thofe  events  wiH  be  found  in  this  Volume,  together 
with  fome  very  important,  and  hitherto  unpublifhed  papers,  re- 
fpecling  the  United  States  of  America.  The  Editor  mud  exprefs 
his  hope,  that  the  fame  afliduity  and  care  will  be  recognifed  in 
this,  as  have  been  acknowledged  in  the  former  parts  of  this 
Collection. 

January  i,    1798. 
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TREATIES. 


Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majejiy  and  the  Landgrave  tf  Hejfc 

Darmjiadt.     Signed  at  Franclfort,  the  10th  Day  of  June,   1796I 

1 

BE  it  known  to  thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  that  his  Majcfty  thp 
King  of  threat  Britain*  and  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Landgravt 
of  Hefle  Darmftadt,  in  confideratioo  of  the  ftrid  ties  which  unit* 
their  interefts ;  and  having  judged  that,  in  the  prefent  fit  nation  of 
affairs,  it  would  contribute  to  the  reciprocal  welfare  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  of  the  dominions  of  Hefle  Darmftadt,  to  cement  an4 
ftrengthen,  by  a  new  treaty  of  alliance,  the  connexion  which  fub* 
Hfts  between  them ;  his  Britannic  Maj.cfty,  in  order  to  regulate  the 
pbje&  relative  to  this  treaty,  has  thought  proper  to  nominate 
Charles  Craufurd,  his  envoy  at  the  Imperial  and  royal  armies  ; 
and  his  Serene  Highnefs  has  nominated,  on  his  part,  for  the  famf 
purpofe,  the  Baron  Charles  of  Barckhaus,  his  privy  counfelloy 
and  dire&r  of  the  council  of  war  ;  who,  being  fumilhed  with 
the  neceflary  full  powers,  have  agreed  to  take  for  balis  of  the  pre- 
feat  treaty,  the  one  formerly  concluded  between  Great  Bri  aift 
and  Hefle,  the  5th  of  O&ober,  1793,  to  adopt  fuch  parts  of  it  a« 
taay  be  applicable  to  the  prefent  circumftances,  or  to  fettle,  by 
new  articles,  thofe  points  which  it  may  be  necelfary  to  regulate 
otherwife :  and  as  it  is  not  poflible  to  fpecify  each  particular  cafe, 
every  thing  which  (hall  not  appear  to  be  determined  in  a  preufe 
jnanncr,  either  in  the  prefent  treaty  or  in  the  former  treaty,  lhall  be 
fettled  with  equity  and  faith,  in  conformity  to  the  fame  principles 
which  hav%  bepp  adopted  in  former  inftances. 

Article  L  There  (hall  be,  therefore,  in  virtue  of  this  treaty, 
between  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Darmftadt,  their  heirs  and  fun* 
tenors,  a  ftrid  friendfliip,  and  a  fmcere,  firm,  and  con  Rant  uni  *n, 
4b  that  the  one  (hall  conftder  the  interefts  of  the  other  as  his  own, 
and  (hall  ftrive  to  promote  them  with  good  faith  as  much  as  pof- 
£ble,  and  to  prevent  and  remove  all  difturbancc  and  injury/ 

To*,  vj.  b  u»^ 
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II.  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  defiring  to  have  in 
liis  fervice  a  body  of  troops,  to  be  employed  wherever  he  may  think 

roper,  excepting  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  on  board  the  fleet  ;  and 
is  Serene  Highnefs  wi(hing  for  nothing  more  than  to  give  hisMa- 
jeftyMhis  frefli  proof  of  his  attachment,  engages,  by  virtue  of  this 
article,  to  fet  on  foot  three  battalions  of -infantry,  forming  a  body 
of  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  men,  according  to 
the  annexed  fpecification  ;  thefe  troops  (hall  be  ready  to  pafs  in 
review  before  his  Britannic  MajeftyY  commiflioners  the  14th  day 
of  July  of  the  prefent  year,  at  Darmftadt,  and  to  begin  their 
inarch  the  following  day  for  the  place  of  their  deftina'tion.  The 
general,  whom  his  Britannic  Majefty  fhall  appoint  commander  in 
chief  in  the  countries  where  they  (hall  ferve,  (hall  have  authority 
to  employ  them,  either  together  or  in  detachments,  and  even  to 
VJifperfe  them  amongft  the  different  iflands  or  diftri&s  of  his  com- 
mand, in  the  manner  which  he  (hall  judge  the  mod  advantageous 
/or  his  Majefty's  fervice.  It  being  notwithftanding  well  under- 
stood that  thefe  troops  (hall  always  remain  under  the  immediate 
jprders  of  their  own  chiefs.  The  faid  corps  (hall  confift  of  men 
Tlifciplined  and  exercifed,  and  well  armed  and  equipped.  ■ 

III.  In  order  to  defray  the  expenfes  to  which  the  Serene  Land- 
grave (hall  be  put  for  the  equipment  of  the  faid  corps  of  troops, 
his  Britannic  Majefty  promifes  to  pay  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  for 
each  man  thirty  crowns  banco,  the  crown  being  reckoned  at  fifty- 
ihree  fols  of  Holland,  "or  at  four  (hillings  and  nine-pence  three 
farthings  Englifti  money,  of  which  payment  (hall  be  made  imme- 
diately after  the  review,  and  according  to  the  efreftive  (late  as 
Jhall  then  be  verified.  All  the  camp  neccffaries,  as  likewife  all 
the  horfes,  waggons,  draft  horfes,  valets  de  bat,  and  waggoners, 
who  may  be  neceflary  for  the  troops,  as  well  for  tranfpoiting  the 
equipages,  provifions,  ammunition,  utenfils,  fick,  and  other  ob- 
jects of  every  kind,  as  for  the  field-pieces,  with  their  implements, 
jmd  artillery -men,  (hall  be  furnimed  by  his  Britannic  Majefty 
wherever  they  may  be  wanted. 

IV.  Befides  the  levy  money  ftipulated  in  the  preceding  article, 
Ms  Britannic  Majefty  (hall  caufe  to  be  paid  to  every  officer,  as  alfo 
$q  every  one  employed,,  not  a  fighting  man  of  equal  rank,  the  fum 
pf  three  months  pay  according  to  his  rank,  and  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  his  national  troops,  in  order  to  facilitate  the#expenfe  of 
Hs  private  equipment ;  which  payment  fhalj  be  made  immediately 
lifter  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty. 
*    V.  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  engages  him felf,  in 


p  r*gte  of  eighty  thoqfand  crowns  banco  per  annum.    The  payv 

•  *  '  «  v  T  , 


<  'a  ) 

mcnt  of  .this  fubfidy  (hall  be  made  regularly,  without  abatement/ 
every  quarter,  to  the  agent  of  his  Highnefs,  in  London. 

VI.  Thefe  troops  (hall  remain  in  the  fervice  and  at  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  during  fix  years,  and  his  Majcfty 
(hall  allow  them  during  this  term — 

i.  Every  thingthat  is  neceflary  for  their  fubfiftence,  namely,  pay, 
bread,  forage,  and,  in  general,  all  emoluments,  as  well  ordinary 
as  extraordinary,  attached  to  every  rank,  on  the  fame  footing  thai 
he  allows  them  to  his  Britifh  troops  in  the  different  places  of  their 
deft i nation ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  ftatementsof  payment  lhall  be 
annexed  to  the  prefent  treaty. 

2.  Medicines  and  fu ft e nance  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  with  a 
place,  and  the  neceflary  means  of  conveyance,  wherein  they  may 
be  treated  and  taken  care  of,  precifcly  on  the  fame  footing  as 
the  national  Britifh  troops,  by  their  own  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons. 

3.  The  pay  (hall  commence  from  the  day  of  the  review,  ac- 
cording to  the  effeflive  (late  in  which  the  faid  corps  (hall  be  deli- 
vered, which  (hall  be  verified  by  a  table,  (igned  by  the  refpc&ive 
minifters  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  which  (hall  have  the 
fame  force  as  if  it  had  been  inferted  word  for  word  in  the  prefent 
treaty. 

VII.  As  in  the  before  mentioned  table  the  ftrength  of  each 
company,  of  which  four  make  a  battalion,  amounts  to  one  hun* 
dred  and  fixty-three  foldiers,  it  muft  be  obferved  that  in  this  num- 
ber are  comprifed  feven  men,  unarmed,  intended,  according  to 
the  eftablUhed  cuftom  in  the  Heflian  fervice,  to  ferve  as  fervantsto 
officers;  and  it  is  agreed,  upon  that  thefe  men  (hall  neverihelefs  pafs 
mufter  as  foldiers  in  every  refpe£t. 

VIII.  As  it  is  to  be  feared  that,-  notwithftanding  the  care  made 
ufe  of,  it  will  not  be  poflible  entirely  to  prevent  defertion  until  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  and  his  Serenfe 
Highnefs  promifing  to  employ  every  means  in  his  power  that  the 
faid  corps  (hall  be  embarked  complete,  it  is  agreed  upon,  that 
there  (hall  be  at  the  faid  review  ten  fupernumerary  men  per  com- 
pany to  fupply  the  place  of  deferters  on  the  march  ;  fo  that,  in 
cafe,  on  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at  the  port,  the  nun»ber  of  fuper- 
.numeraries  (hall  exceed  that  of  the  deferters,  the  remainder  may 
be  diftributed  among  the  battalions  and  added  to  the  amount,  in 
order  to  iricreafe,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  levy  money,  pay,  &c. ;  and  his 
Highnefs  engages  himfclf  moreover  to  caufe  the  faid  corps  to  be 
efcorted  by  a  detachment  of  cavalrv,  in  order  to  pick  up  deferters, 
procure  quarters,  &c.  &c.  .It  being  well  underftood  that  the  ex* 
penfes,  as  well  of  the  march,  as.  of  the  return  of  the  detachment 
of  cavalry,  (hall  be  defrayed  by  his  Majefty. 

IX.  All  thepbje&s  of  pay  and  maintenance  (hall  be  calculated  j 
•according  to  the  table  of  the  annual  review,  fo  that  the  \acwcAtif 

b  2  \&wk&$ 


fcapperiicg  ffbm  6tit  review  to  another  ftall  not  male  mf  attend 
f  ion  in  the  (late  of  payment.  His  Majefty  (half  caufe  thefc  objcft* 
&  be  paid  in  advance  from  two  to  two  months,  either  by  affign- 
ftentt  payable  in  favour  of  the  Heffian  commiffioner  upon  what* 
eyer  cheft  of  his  Majefty  may  be  neareft  ro  the  faid  com- 
tniffion,  or  in  teady  money  to  his  Serene  Highnefs's  agent  in 
jLondon* 

X.  A  frefh  review  ihall  take  place  regularly  every  year :  his 
Majefty  (hall  give  three  months  notice  of  the  number  of  recruits 
fteceflary  to  complete  the  corps,  which  number  ihall  be  fixed  ac- 
cording to  the  official  report  of  the  fir  ft  day  of  April,  fo  that  the 
Recruits  (hall  be  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  Englifh  commiflary 
the  firft  day  of  July,  at  the  place  of  the  firft  review,  or  one  month 
after,  at  fuch  port  in  Germany,  or  at  fuch  place  on  the  frontiers 
6f  the  Empire  as  his  Majefty  may  chufe  for  their  reception.  The 
term  of  their  delivery  (hall  be  deemed  to  be  that  of  the  new  re- 
view, and  the  total  of  the  number  of  effective  men  remaining, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  month  of  April,  added  to  that  of  the 
recruits  delivered  to  the  Britifh  commiflary,  (hall  be  confidered  as 
the  effeflive  date  of  the  hew  period,  and  (hall  not  vary  until  the 
review  of  the  following  year. 

XL  There  (hall  be  paid  for  each  recruit  armed,  equipped,  dis- 
ciplined, and  exercifed,  the  fum  of  twenty  crowns  banco;  and 
his  Highnefs  the  Landgrave  takes  upon  himfelf  the  expenfes  of 
tranfport  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  as  well  as  of  efcort,  which 
are  to  be  reimburfcd  by  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

XII.  As,  during  the  continuance  of  this  treaty,  it  will  necefla- 
rily  occur,  that  officers  or  foldiers,  either  for  family  reafons,  on 
account  of  preferment,  or  for  ficknefs,  will  be  obliged  to  return 
home,  his,  MiijefVy  takes  upon  himfelf  the  expenfes  of  their  tranf- 
port in  t%&  ^fcp  former  cafes,  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  the  Empire, 
and  in  tfcc  latter,  to  their  own  country :  his  Highnefs  promifes, 
in  return,  to  replace  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  loWicrs  to 
whom  he  may  give  penniflion  to  return  for  any  other  reafon  than 
that  of  ficknefs,  at  his  own  expenfe,  and  without  requiring  the 
confideration  for  recruits  fixed  in  the  preceding  article,  referving 
to  himfelf  nothing  but  the  tranfport  from  the  frontiers  of  the  Em- 
pire unto  the  place  of  their  deftination.  Moreover,  his  Highnefs 
will  never  recal  an  officer  or  foldier  without  urgent  caufe,  or 
"Without  having  acquainted  his  Majefty  thereof ;  and  he  will  take 
care  that  the  number  of  officers  (hall  be  always  complete. 

XIII.  The  molt  Serene  Landgrave  being  at  the  charge  of  fur- 
niftiing  the  faid  corps  with  arms  and  clothing,  in  confequence  of 
the  pay  upon  the  footing  of  Englifli  troops,  as  agreed  upon  in  thefe 
articles,  his  Majefty  (hall  caufe  indemnification  to  be  made  for 
fuch  lofs  only  in  clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements  as  (ball  be 

toed  by  fome  accident  of  war  or  of  voyage ;  as  well  as  for 

every 


every  expcnfc  incurred  in  the  tranfport  of  thefe  feveral  articles 
tb  the  troops,  and  alfo  of  every  thing  they  may  ftarid  in  need  of. 
It  being  well  underftood  that  the  aforefaid  articles  (hall  be  deli- 
vered to  the  Englifh  commiflary  at  the  fame  time  as  the  recruits  of 
the  year,  in  order  that  the  fame  velfel  may  convey  both. 

XIV.  In  cafe  an  officer  (hould  lofe  his  equipage,  either  on  his 
route  or  by  fome  accident  of  war,  his  Majefty  (hall  grant  him 
the  fame  indemnification  as  the  Englilh  officers  are  allowed  in 
fimilar  cafes. 

XV.  As  foon  as  his  Serene  Highnefs  (hall  have  put  the  corps 
}n  a  ftate  to  march,  within  the  term  agreed  upon,  he  (hall  be  cort- 
fidered  as  having  fulfilled  his  preliminary  engagements;  fo  that 
the  payment  of  the  levy  money,  fubfidy,  and  pay,  (hall  take  place 
according  to  the  aforefaid  determination,  even  in  cafe  his  Majefty,. 
on  account  of  fome  unforefeen  event,  (hould  not  think  proper  to 
have  the  corps  reviewed,  or  to  caufe  it  to  march  or  embark. 

XVI.  If  before  the  period  of  the  review  his  Britannic  Majefty 
(hall  find  himfelf  difpofed  to  renounce  this  treaty  entirely,  his  Se- 
rene Highnefs  (hall  receive,  under  the  title  of  indemnification, 

I  ft.  The  levy  money. 

2d.  The  equipage  money  allowed  to  the  officers. 
3d.  Three  months  pay  for  the  whole  of  the  troops,  according 
to  the  table  annexed  to  the  fecond  article,  &c. 
4th.  One  year's  fubfidy. 

XVII.  At  the  end  of  fix  years,  his  Britannic  Majefty  (hall 
fend  back  the  corps,  at  the  difpofal  of  his  Highnefs,  in  the  fame 
'ftate  in  frhich  it  was  taken  into  his  fervice,  and  being  at  the  entire 
expenfe  of-  tranfport  until  their  arrival  at  Darmftadt.  It  being 
underftood  that  his  Majefty  (hall  not  pay  the  levy  money  for  the 
men  who  may  be  wanting  at  that  time,  except  in  the  cafe  where 
he  (hall  have  failed  to  inform  the  Serene  Landgrave  of  it  fix  months 
beforehand,  in  order  to  fave  his  Highnefs  the  expenfe  of  a  new 
completion.  If  by  accident  the  return  (hould  be  retarded,  the 
treaty  (hall  be  tacitly  prolonged  for  one  year,  in  every  refpeft, 
and  a  certain  Aim  (hall  be  agreed  upon  as  an  equivalent  for  levy 
money,  in  proportion  to  the  prefent  arrangement. 

XVIII.  If  his  Majefty  (hould  think  proper,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  fix  years  fixed  for  the  duration  of  this  treaty,  to  keep 
the  faid  corps  for  fome  years  longer,  his  Highnefs  contents  to  it 
beforehand ;  and  it  will  be  then  only  neceflary  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment refpe&ing  the  levy  and  equipage  money  for  the  officers, 
which  will  be  calculated  according  to  the  proportions  of  the  pre-* 
fent  treaty. 

XIX.  His  Serene  Highnefs  refcrves  to  hrmfelf  the Jurifdr&ion 
over  his  troops,  as  well  as  all  difpofitions  rcfpe&ing  promotion, 
difcipline,  and  interior  adminiftration. 
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XX.  His  Britannic  Majefty  grants  to  his  Highnefs  the  funa  of 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  anfwer  the  firit  expenfes  of 
equipping  this  corps  ;  payment  of  which  (had  be  made  immedi- 
ately after  the  fignature  of  this  treaty,  and  (hall  be  carried  to  the 
account  of  levy  money. 

XXI*  Deferters  (hall  be  faithfully  delivered  up  on  both  (ides; 
and  neither  the  foldiers,  nor  any  other  perfons  belonging  to  the 
corps  of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  (hall  be  permitted  to  fettle  .in  the  do- 
minions of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  underfigned,  authorifed  by  the 
full  power  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  one 
fide,  and  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  reigning  Landgrave 
of  Hefle  Darmftadt,  on  the  other,  have  figned  the  prefent 
treaty,  and  have  caufed  the  feaLs  of  our  arms  to  be  af- 
fixed thereto. 
Done  at  Franckfort,  the  tenth  of  June,  one  thoufand 
ieven  hundred  and  ninety-fix. 

(L.  S.)  C.  Craufurd. 

(L.  S.J  C.  B.  De  Barckhaus. 
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Treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  between  bis  Britannic  Majefty  and 
the  Emperor  of  Rujjia>  figned  at  Saint  Peter/burgh,  February 
10-21,  1797. 

In  the  name  of  the  mod  holy  and  undivided  Trinity* 

IS  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Majefty  th* 
Emperor  of  all  the  Rufiias,  already  united  by  the  ties  of  the 
molt  intimate  alliance,  and  having  it  equally  at  heart  to  cement 
more  and  more  the  good  correfpondence  which  fubfifts  between 
them  and  their  refpe&ive  kingdoms,  and*  as  much  as  it  is  in  their 
power,  to  make  the  reciprocal  commerce  between  their  fubje£U 
profper,  have  judged  it  proper  to  colled  under  one  point  of  view, 
and  to  fix  the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties,  upon  which  they  hav* 
agreed  amongft  themfelves,  in  order  to  encourage  and  facilitate 
the  mutual  exchanges  betwixt  the  two  nations.  In  confequence 
of  which,  and  in  order  without  delay  to  proceed  to  the  perfe&ion 
of  fo  falutary  a  work,  their  faid  Majefties  have  chofen  and  nomi- 
nated, for  their  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Sieur  Charles  Whitworth,  his  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  Imperial  court  of 
Ruflia,  knight  of  the  order  of  the  Bath ;  and  his  Majefty  the  Env. 
peror  of  all  the  Ruffias,  the  Sieuc  Alexander  Count  of  Beibo* 
jodko,  his  actual  privy  counfellor  of  the  firft  clafs,  fenator  mi- 
nifter of  .the  council  of  ftate,  dire&or  general  of  the  pofts,  anjj 
knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander  Newfky,  of 

e  of  the  firft  clafs,  and  grand  crofs  of  St.  W(adjqu£of  *hf 
r  '  firft 


firft  clafs ;  the  Sieur  Alexander  Prince  of  Kourakin,  his  vice- 
chancellor,  adtual  privy  counfellor,  minifter  of  the  council  of 
(late,  adtual  chamberlain,  and  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew, 
of  St.  Alexander  Newiky,  and  ot  St.  Anne  of  the  firft  clafs,  at 
alfo  of  the  orders  of  Denmark,  of  Dannebrog,  and  of  the  Perfeft 
Union;  and  the  Sieur  Peter  of  Soimonow,  his  privy  counfellor, 
fenator  prefldent  of  the  college  of  commerce,  and  knight 
Grand  Crofs  of  the  order  of  St.  Wladimir  of  the  fecond  clafs  ; 
who,  in  virtue  of  their  full  powers,  have  agreed  and  concluded 
upon  the  following  articles: 

Article  I.  The  peace,  friendfhip,  and  good  intelligence,  which 
have  happily  hitherto  fubfifted  between  their  Majefties  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  (hall  be  con- 
firmed and  eftablifhed  by  this  treaty,  in  fuch  manner,  that  from 
the  prefent,  and  for  the  future,  there  (hall  be  between  the  croWo 
of  Great  Britain  on  one  fide,  and  the  crown  of  all  the  Ruffias  on 
the  other,  as  alfo  betwixt  the  dates,  countries,  kingdoms,  do* 
mains  and  territories  under  their  dominion,  a  true,  fmcere, 
firm  and  perfedt  peace,  friendfhip,  and  good  intelligence,  which 
fhalj  lad  for  ever,  and  (hall  be  inviolably  obferved  equally  by  fea 
and  by  land,  and  upon  the  frefli  waters;  and  the  fubjefts, 
people,  and  inhabitants  on  each  fide,  of  whatever  ftate  or  condi- 
tion they  may  he,  (hall  mutually  treat  each  other  with  every 
poflible  kind  of  beheVolence  and  affi (lance,  without  doing  each 
other  any  wrong  or  damage  whatfoever. 

II.  The  fubjedts  of  the  two  high  contracting  powers  (hall 
have  perfedt  freedom  of  navigation  and  of  commerce  in  all  their 
dominions  fituated  in  Europe,  where  navigation  and  commerce 
are  permitted  at  prefent,  or  (hall  be  fo  hereafter,  by  the  high 
contracting  parties,  to  any  other  nation. 

I  If.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubjedts  of  the  two  high  contrafling 
parties  may  enter,  trade,  and  remain  with  their  (hips,  veflels, 
and  carriages,  laden  or  empty,  in  all  the  ports,  places,  and  cities, 
where  the  fame  is  permitted  to  the  fubjedts  of  any  other  nation 
Whatfoever;  and  the  failors,  paflengers,  and  fhips,  whether 
Britiih  or  Ruffian  (although  amongft  their  crews  there  (hould  be 
found  the  fubjedts  of  fome  other  foreign  nation),  (hall  be  received 
and  treated  as  the  mod  favoured  nation  ;  and  neither  the  failors 
fcor  the  paflengers  ihall  be  forced  to  enter,  again  ft  their  will, 
into  the  fervice  of  either  of  the  two  contradting  powers,  with  the 
Exception  of  fuch  of  their  fubjedts  whom  they  may  require  for 
their  own  fervice:  and  if  a  fervant  or  failor  (hall  defert  from  his 
fervice  or  (hip,  he  (hall  be  restored.  It  is  in  like  manner  agreed 
that  the  fubjedts  of  the  high  contracting  parties  may  purchafe  all 
forts  of  things  which  they  may  be  in  want  of  at  the  current  jmce ; 
repair  and  refit  their  (hips,  veflels,  and  carriages;  buy  all  the 
pravifian*  nccefikry  for  their  fubfiltcnce  or  voyage  \  day  or  departs 
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at  tbeir  pleafure,  without  moleftation  or  hindrance,  provided  that 
they  conform  themfelves  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  re- 
fpe&ive  dominions  of  the  high  contrading  parties,  wheie  they 
may  be.  In  like  manner,  the  Rullian  {hips  which  lhall  be  at 
lea  for  the  purpofe  of  navigation)  and  {hall  be  met  by  Engliih 
ihips,  {hall  not  be  hindered  in  their  navigation,  provided  that  in 
the  Britiih  fea  they  conform  themfelves  to  cuftom  ;  but  every  fort 
of  afliftance  {hall  be  given  to  them  both  in  the  ports  fubjed  to 
(ireat  Britain,  and  ia  the  open  fea. 

IV.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  may  carry, 
by  water  or  by  land,  in  their  own  {hips  and  carriages,  or  in  thofe 
which  they  {hall  have  freighted  or  hired  for  that  purpofe,  into  any 
province  whatever  of  Ruflia,  all  forts  of  merchandife  or  effeds, 
.of  which  the  trade  or,  entry  is  not  prohibited;  that  they  ihail  be 
permitted  to  keep  them  in  their  houfes  or  magazines,  to  fell  or 
exchange  them  wholefale,  freely,  and  without  moleftation, 
without  being  obliged  to  become  citizens  of  fuch  ci*y  or  place 
where  they  (halt  refide  or  trade.  By  felling  wholefale,  is  under- 
flood  one  or  more-  bales  of  goods,  cheus,  cafks,  barrel.*-,  alio 
ieverfrl  dozens  of  fmall  articles  of  merchandife  of  the  fame  kind, 
.collided  in  the  fame  place,  and  in  confiderable  lots  or  other  forts 
M  package.  It  is  furthqr  agreed,  that  the  fubjeds  of  Ruflia  may 
scarry,  in  the  fame  manner,  into  the  pons  of  Great  Britain  and 
of  Ireland,  where  they  fhall  be  eftabliihed  or  refide,  all  forts  of 
merchandife  or  effeds,  of  which  the  trade  or  the  entry  \>  not 
{prohibited,  which  is  pnderftood  equally  of  the  manufadnrcs  and 
|>rodudions  of  the  Afiatic  provinces,  provided  that  it  be  not 
mdually  prohibited  by  fome  law  nnw  in  force  in  Great  Britain,; 
that  they  {hall  be  permitted  to  keep  them  in  their  houfes  or 
magazines,  to  fell  or  exchange  them  wholvfale,  freely;  become 
citizens  of  filch  city  or  place  where  th-y  (hall  refide  or  trad-. ;  and 
.that  they  may  buy  and  tranfport  out  of  the  dominions  of  Great 
.Britain  all  forts  of  merchandife  and  effeds  which  the  fubjeds  qf 
iftny  other  nation  may  there  buy  ai»d  tranfport  el  few  here,  parti- 
cularly gold  and  filver,  wrought  or  un wrought,  except  the  coined 
i&oney  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  agreed  that  Piiiifli  fubjeds, 
tra'lhig  in  the  dominions  of  Ruflia,  {hall  have  the  libeny,  in  cafe  of 
death,  of  an  extraordinary  event,  or  of  an  abfolute  neceffity, 
when  there  remain  no  other  means  of  procuring  money,  or  in 
cafe  of  bankruptcy,  of  difpoflng  of  their  efflds,  either  in  Ruffian 
or  foreign  merchandife,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  perfons 
interefted  {hall  think  moft  advantageous.  The  fame  thing  (hall 
be  obferved  with  regard  to  Ruffian  fubjeds  in  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain.  All  this  is  to  be  underftood  with  the  reftridion, 
that  every  permiflion  on  either  fide,  fpecified  in  this  article,  {hall 
be  in  no  wife  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  that, the 
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Ruffian  fubjeds,  as  well  as  the  Britifh  fubje&s,  and  their  clerk* 
conform  themfelves,  on  both  fides,  punctually  to  the  right* 
ftatutes,  and  ordinances  of  the  country  in  which  they  (hall  trade, 
in  order  to  obviate  all  forts  of  frauds  and  pretexts.  It  is  for  this 
reafon  the  ilecifions  of  the  faid  cafes  happening  to  the  Britifh  fac- 
tories in  Ruflia  (hall  depend,  at  St.  Peteriburgh,  .upon  the  college 
of  commerce,  and  in  the  other  cities,  where  there  is  no  college 
of  commerce,  upon  the  tribunals  which  have  cognizance  of  com- 
mercial affairs, 

V.  And*  in .  order  to  preferve  a  juft  equality  between  Ruffian 
and  Britifh  fubjeflts,  both  the  one  and  the  other  (hall  pay  the  fame 
duties  of  exportation  and  of  importation,  whether  it  be  in  Ruflia 
or  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  whether  it  be  in  Ruffian  or  in. 
Britifh  vefTels;  and  no  regulation  (hall  be  made  by. the  high  con- 
tracting parties  in  favour  of  their  own  fubjects,  which  the  fubje&s 
of  the  other  high  contra  (Sing  party  (hall  not  enjoy,  and  that 
understood  bona  fide,  under  whatever  name  or  form  it  may  be,  in 
fuch  manner  as  that  the  fubjeds  of  one  of  the  powers  fhall  have 
no  advantage  over  thofe  of  the  other  in  the  refpe&ive  dominions. 

VI.  Every  affiftance  and  poffible  difpatch  (hall  be  given  for  the 
loading  and  unloading  of  vefTels,  as  well  as  for  the  entry  and  de- 
parture of  their  merchandife,  according  to  the  regulations  made 
for  that  purpofe;  and  they  (hall  not  in  any  manner  be  detained, 
upon  the  penalties  announced  in  the  faid  regulations.     In  like 
manner,  .if  the  fubje£U  of  Great  Britain  make  contra&s  with  an/ 
chancery  or  college  whatfoever,  for  delivering  certain  merchan- 
dife or.  cffe&s,    on  the  declaration  that  thofe  merchandifes  are 
ready  to  be  delivered,  and  after  they  fhall  have  been  a&ually  de- 
livered within  the  term  fixed  in  thofe  contra&s,  they  fhall  be 
received,  and  the  accounts  fhall  be  regulated  and  liquidated,  in 
confequence,  between  the  faid  college  or  chancery  and  the  Britifh 
merchants,  within  the  time  which  fhall  have  been  fixed  in  the 
faid  contra&s.     The  fame  rule  fhall  be  obferved  in  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain  towards  Ruffian  merchants. 

VII.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain  may,  in  all 
the  cities  and  places  of  Ruflia  where  it  is  allowed  to  any  other 
nation  to  trade,  pay  for  merchandife  bought  \n  the  fame  current 
money  of  Ruflia  which  they  have  taken  for  their  merchandife 
fold,  unlefs  the  contrary  fbould  be  Stipulated  in  their  contra&s. 
The  fame  is  to  be  understood  equally  refpeding  Ruffian  merchan- 
dife in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain. 

VIII.  In  the  places  where  embarkations  are  ufuallymade,  it 
(hall  be  permitted  to  the  fubje&s  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
to  load  their  (hips  or  carriages  with,  and  to  tranfport  by  vfater 
and  .by  land  all  forts  of  merchandife  which  they  may  have  bought 
(with. the  ^exception  of  thole  of  which  the  exportation  is  pro- 
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MAw&)9  tm  payii^  the  tuftom-hcnife  duties,  providing  thatfliA 
4hips  and  carriages  •conform  themfelves  to  the  laws. 

iX.  The  fubje&s  of  the  high  contracting  parties  (hall  not  -pay 
•ttiofle  duties  upon  the  entry  or  departure  of  their  merchandife 

'  -rtwrn  are  paid  fey  the  fubje&s  of  other  nations.  Neverthelefs,  in 
border  to  prevent,  on  both  fides,  the  cuftom-houfe  from  being 
defrauded,  in  the  cafe  of  the  difcbveiy  of  merchandife  imported 
■ctendeftinely,  and  without  paying  the  cuftom-houfe  duty,  they 
(hall  be  confifcatcd,  and  the  merchants  convi&ed  of  contraband- 
ing (hall  be  fubjeded  to  the  fine  eftablifhed  by  the  law  in  fuch 
fcafes. 

X.  It  {ball  be  permitted  to  the  high  contracting  parties  to  go, 
<ott*e,  and  trade  freely  in  the  ftates  with  whi'ch  the  one  or  the 
t>ther  of  thofe  parties  {hall  be,  in  prefent  or  in  future,  at  war, 
^provided  that  they  do  not  carry  ammunition  to  the  enemy :  with 
the  exception,  neverthelefs,  of  places  adually  blockaded  or  be* 
fieged,  whether  by  fea  or  land;  but  at  all  other  times,  and  with 
the  exception  of  warlike  ammunition,  the  fubjeds  afbrefaid  may 
tranfport  into  thofe  places  every  other  fort  of  merchandife,  as  well 
•as  paflengers,  without  the  fmalleft  hindrance.  With  reipeA  to 
-Aie  fearching  of  merchant  {hips,  {hips  of  war  and  privateers  {hall 
*condu£t  themfelves  as  favourably  as  the  courfe  of  the  war  then 
drifting  may  poffibly  permit  it  towards  the  rooft  friendly  powers 
4thich  (hall  remain  neuter,  obferving,  as  much  as  poflible,  the 
Acknowledged  principles  and  rules  of  the  law  of  nations. 
a  XL  All  cannons,  mortars,  fire-arms,  piftols,  bombs,  gre» 
trades,  balls,  bullets,  muikets,  flints,  matches,  powder,  fait* 
petre,  fulphur,  cutlafles,  pikes,  fwords,  belts,  cartouch-boxes, 
Caddies  and  bridles,  beyond  the  quantity  which  may  be  neceflary 
for  the  ufe  of  the  {hip,  or  beyond  that  which  each  man  ferving  on 
board  the  veffel,  or  paflenger,  {hall  have,  (hall  be  efteemed  war- 
like provifions  or  ammunition  ;  and  if  any  are  found,  they  {hall 
lie  confifcatcd,  according  to  the  laws,  as  contraband  or  prohi- 
bited effefts ;   but  neither  the  {hips,  paflengers,  nor  the  other 

»    merchandife  found  at  the  fame  time,  lhall  be  detained  or  f>re- 

'    tented  from  continuing  their  voyage. 
•    XII.  If,  which  God  forbid,  peace  {hould  be  broken  between 

■-  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  neither  perfons,  fbips,  nor  mer- 
chandife, {hall  be  detained  or  corrfifcated ;  but  the  term -of  a.  year 
at  leaft  Aall  be  granted,  for  the  purpofe  of  felling,  diCpofing  of, 
or  carrying  away  their  effects,  and  withdrawing  themfelves 
trhereverthey  fhall  pleafe,  which  is  to  be  understood  equally  re- 
fpe&ing  all  thofe  who  fhall  be  in  the  Tea  and  land  fervice ;  and  they 
Aall  4>e  permitted,  previous  to  or  at  their  departure,  to  confign 
Ate  efie&s  of  which  they  fhall  not  have  difpofed,  as  well  as  the 
debts  to  whioh  they  jnay  have  a  claim,  to  fach  perfon/as  they 

^JDhall  judge  proper,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  their  will  and 

'  profit , 
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profit ;  Which  debts  the  debtor  (ball  equally  be  obliged  to  pay  a* 
if  the  rupture  had  not  taken  place. 

XIII.  In  the  erent  of  a  fliipwreck  happening  in  a  place  be- 
longing to  one  or  other  of  the  high  contra&ing  parties,  not  only 
every  afliftance  fhall  be  given  to  the  unfortunate  perfons,  and  no 
violence  done  to  them,  but  alfo  the  effedts  which  they  fhall  haw 
thrown  out  of  the  (hip  into  the  fea  fhall  not  be  concealed,  de- 
tained, nor  damaged,  under  any  pretext  whatever ;  on  the  coo-: 
ttary,  the  above-mentioned  effeds  and  merchandife  fhall  be  pre* 
ferved  and  reftored  to  them,  upon  a  fuitable  recompence  being* 
given  to  thofe  who  fhall  have  affifted  in  laving  their  perfons, 
veficls*  andefteds. 

XIV.  It  fhall  be  permitted  to  BritHh  merchants  to  bo  rid,  buy*, 
fell,  and  hire  houfes,  in  all  ftates  and  cities  of  Ruflia,  excepting 
only  the  permiffion  of  building,  buying,  felling,  and  hiring^ 
houfits  in  thofe  cities  of  the  empire  which  have  particular  rights 
of  citizenfhip,  and  privileges  contrary,  thereto ;  and  it  is-expre&ly.* 
ftipulated,  that  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  Mofcow,  Archangel,  Riga* 
arid*  Narva,  as  well  as  in  all  ports  of  -the  Black  Sea,  die  houfes 
which  Bfitifli  merchants  ihall  have  purchafed  or  built,  fhall,  a* 
long  as  they  fhall  continue  to  belong  to  them,  and  refide  therein," 
be  exempted  from  having  foldiers  quartered  in  them ;  but  fuob 
honfeeaa  they  fhall  let  or  hire  fhall  be  fubjc&ed  to  all  city  taxes* 
the  tenant  and  proprietor  agreeing  with  each  other  on  that  fub** 
jed.  As  to  every  other  city  in  RufBa,  the  houfes  which  they* 
ihall  purchafe  or  build,  as  well  as  thofe  which  they  fhall  hire  or 
let, .  fhall  not  be  exempt  from  having  foldiers  quartered  in  them* 
It  is,  in  like  manner,  permitted  to  Ruffian  merchant*  to  build* 
buy*  fell,  and  hire  houfes  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
difpofe  of  them  as  it  is  allowed  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  moft 
favoured  nations*  They  fhall  have  the  free  exercife  of  the  Greek 
religion  in*  their  own -houfes,  or  in  the  places  allotted  for  that 
purpafe.  lit  like  manner  Britifh.  merchants  fhall  have  the  free* 
csercife  of  the  Proteftant  religion.  The  fubje&s  of  both  the  oq6 
ami  the  other  power,  eftabliflied  in  Ruflia  or  in  Great  Britain, 
fhall  have  the  difpofal  of  their  property,  and  the  power  of  leaving1 
it  by  will  to  whom  they  fhall  judge  proper,  according  t#  thf 
cuftom  and  the  laws  of  their  own  country. 

XV.  Paffports  fhall  be  granted  to  all  Britifh  fubjeds  who  fhall 
defire  ta  quit  Ruflia,  after  having  publifhed  their  names  and-' 
places  of  abode  in  the  Gazettes,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the* 
prefent  day,  without  obliging  them  to  give  fecurity ;  and  if  at  the 
time  there  does  not  appear  any  juft  caufe  for  detaining  them,  they 
Ihall  be  permitted  to  depart,  after  providing  themfelves,  however* 
with  jpafTports  from  the  tribunals  eftabltfhed  for  that  purpofe* 
The  fame  facility  fhall  be  granted,  on  the  like  oocafion*  accord* 
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iog  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  to  Ruffian  fubje&s,  who,  fhall 
defire  to  quit  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain. 

XVI.  BritiOi  merchants,  who  fliall  hire  or  keep  fervants,  (haJl 
be  obliged  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  laws  of  the  empire  upon 
this  fubje& ;  which  Ruffian  merchants  fhall  be  equally  obliged  to 
do  in  Great  Britain. 

XVII.  In  all  law-fuits  and  other  affairs,  Britifh  merchants 
ihall.not  be  under  any  other  jurifdi&ion  than  that  of  the  college 
of  commerce,  or  that  which  fhall  be  hereafter  eftablifhed  for .  the 
adminifti  ation  of  juftice  between  merchants.  If  it  mould  happen, 
however,  that  Britiih  merchants  were  to  have  law-fuits  in  any 
cities  at  a  diftance  from  the  above-mentioned  college  of  commerce, 
both  they  and  the  other  party  fhall  carry  their  complaint  before  the 
magiftrates  of  the  faid  cities.  Ruffian  merchants  in  Great  Britain 
fhall  have  reciprocally  the  fame  prote&ionand  juftice,  according 
to  the  laws  of  that  kingdom,  which  other  foreign  merchants  have 
there,  and  fhall  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fubjeds  of 
the  moft  favoured  nation; 

XVIII.  Ruffian  merchants  refiding  in  Great  Britain,  and 
Britiih  merchants  refiding  in  Ruffia,  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  fhew 
their  books  or  ■  papers  to  any  perfon  whatsoever,  unlefs  it  be  to 
afford  evidence  in  courts  of  juftice  ;  neither  fhall  the  faid  books 
qr  papers  be  taken  or  detained.  •  If  it  fhould  happen,  however, 
that  a  Britiih  merchant  becomes  a  bankrupt,  the  affair  fhall  be 
under  the  jurifdidtion,  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  of  the  college  of  com* 
merge,  or,  of  that  which  fhall  hereafter  be  eftablifhtd  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of.  adminiftering  juftice  in  commercial  affairs,  and,  in  the 
other  cities  at  a  diftance,  under  that  of  the  magiftrate  of  the  city  ; 
and  the  bufinefs  fhall  be  carried  on  according  to  the  laws  which 
are,  or  fhall  hereafter  be  made  upon  that  fubje£t.  If,  however, 
.Britifh  merchants,  obftinately  refolved  not  to  become  bankrupts, 

:  fhould  .refufe  to  pay  their  debts  either  into  the.  banks  of  his  Impe- 
-j.rial  Majefty  or  to  individuals,  it  (hall  be  permitted  :to  arreft  a 
part  of  their  effe&s,  equivalent  to  their 'debts,  and  in  cafe  thofe. 
sfFe&s  fhoukPprove  inadequate  to  that 'purpofe,  th,ey  may  arreft 
their  perfon?,  and. detain  them  until,  the  majority  of  their  credi- 
tors, both  as  to  the,  number  and  value  of  their  refpe&ive  demands, 
confent  to  liberate  them  :  with  refpeft  to  their  effeds  which  fliall 
have  been  arretted,  (hey  fliall  remain  in  the  cuftody  of  thofe  who 
fliall  be  appointed  and  duly  authorifed  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
majority  of  the  creditors  asaforefaid  ;  and  the  perfons  fo  appointed 
fhall  be  obliged  to  appraife  the  effefts  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  to 
makeajuft  and  equitable  diftribution  to  all  the  creditors,  accord- 
ing to  their  refpe&ive  Claims.  The  fame  courfe  fhall  be  purfued, 
in  fimilar  cafes,  with  regard  to  Ruffian  merchants  in  the  domi- 
nions of  Great  Britain,  and  they  fliall  be  protected  therein  in  the 
i    planner  regulated  in  the  preceding  article* 

XIX» 
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XIX.  In  cafe  of  complaints  and  of  law-fuits,  three  perfons  of 
irreproachable  character,  from  amongft  the  foreign  merchants, 
fliall  be,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  appointed  by 
the  college  of  commerce,  and  in  fuch  places  where  there  is  none, 
by  the  magiftrate,  to  examine  the  books  and  papers  of  the  com* 
plainants  ;  and  the  report  which  they  fliall  make  to  the  college  of 
.commerce,  or  to  the  magiftrate,  of  what  they  (hall  have  found 
in  the  faid  books  and  papers,  fhall  be  confidered  as  good  proof. 

XX.  The  cuftom-houfes  fhall  take  care  to  examine  the  fervants 
or  the  clerks  of  Ruffian  merchants,  at  the  time  of  their  enregifter- 
ing  their  purchases,  if  they  are  furnifbed,  for  that  purpofe,  with 
the  orders  or  full  powers  of  their  mailers,  and  if  they  are  .not. 
they  (hall  not  be.  credited.  The  fame  meafures  (hall  be  adopted 
with  the  fervants  of  Britifh  merchants ;  and  when  the  faid  fervants, 
having  orders  or  full  powers  from  their  matters,  (hall  have  enre- 
giftered  the  merchandife  on  account  of  their  matters,  the  latter 
fhall  be  refponfible  therefor  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  had 
themfelves  enregiftered  them.  With  refpeft  to  the  Ruffian  fer- 
vants employed  in  (hops,  they  (hall,  in  like  manner,  be  enregif- 
tered by  the  tribunals  eftablifhed  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  cities 
where  thofe  (hops  (hall  be  ;  and  their  matters  (hall  be  refponfible 
for  them,  in  matters  of  trade,  and  in  the  purchases  which  they 
fhall  have  made  in  their  name. 

XXI.  In  the  cafe  of  Ruffian  merchants  who  are  in  debt  to 
Britifh  merchants  upon  bills  of  exchange,  or  who  have  made 
contracts  for  the  delivery  of  merchandife,  not  paying  their  billa 
of  exchange,  or  not  delivering  their  merchandife  at  the  place  or 
at  the  time  agreed  upon  and  mentioned  in  the  faid  bills  or  contracts, 
the  college  of  commerce,  after  complaints  to  that  effeft  (hall  have 
been  made,  and  proofs  given,  (hall  fummon  them  three  times, 
granting  them  a  lufficient  time  to  appear  in  perfon  ;  and  if  they 
allow  it  to  elapfe  without  appearing,  the  faid  college  (hall 
condemn  them,  and  fend  an  exprefs,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  plain- 
tiff, to  the  governors  and  to  the  tribunals. of  government,  enjoin- 
ing them  to  put  the  fentence  into  execution,  and  thereby  compel 
the  debtors  to  fulfil  their  engagements.  And  if  the  demands 
ftould  be  found  frivolous  or  unjuft,  then  the  Britifh  merchants 
fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  damage  which  they  (hall  have  occa- 
fioned,  either  by  the  lofs  of  time,  or  by  the  expenfes  of  the 
voyage. 

.  XXII.  The  brack  (hall  be  eftablifhed  with  jufKce,  and  the 
brackers  (hall  be  anfwerable  for  the  quality  of  the  merchandife 
and  for  fraudulent  packages,  and  obliged,  upon  fufficient  proofs 
againft  them,  to  pay  for  the  lofles  which  they  have  occa fioned. 

XXIII.  A  regulation  (hall  be  made  in  order  to  prevent  the 
abufes  which  may  be  praflifed  in  the  packing  of  leather,  hemp, 
and  lint ;  and  if  any  difputes  fhould  happen  between  the  purchar 
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ft*  and  feller  refpe#ing  the  weight  ot  the  ta*«  of  aay  mcrchaJN 
dife,  the  cuftom-houfe  fliall  decide  it  according  to  equity. 

XXIV.  In  every  thing  which  relates  to  taxes  and  duties  upon 
the  importation -and  exportation  of  merchandise  in  general,  the 
fubje&s  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  (hall  always  be  con- 
fidered  and  treated  as  the  moll  favoured  nation. 

XXV.  The  fubje&s  of  the  two  contra&ing  powers  (hall  be-  at 
liberty,  in  their  refpe&ive  dominions,  to  aflemble  together  with 
their  conful,  in  body,  as  a  fe&ory,  and  makeamongft  themfelyes, 
for  the  common  intcreft  of  the  fa&ory>  fuch  arrangements  as  they 
{ball  judge  proper,  provided  they  are  in  no  refpe&  contrary  to  the 
laws,  ftatutes,  and  regulations  of  the  country  or  place  where  they 
fcall  be  eftablifhcd. 

XXVI.  Peace,  friendfhip,  and  good  intelligence  ihall  continue.- 
for  ever  between  the  high  contracting  parties  ;  and,  as  it  is  cufto- 
niaiy  to  fix  a  certain  period  to  treaties  of  commerce,  the  above-' 
mentioned  high  contracting  parties  have  agreed  that  theprefent  (hall 
loft  eight  years,  reckoning  from  the  expiration  of  the  convention 
concluded  between  them  on  the  25th  of  March,  1793,;  an^  ln*a 
treaty  fhall  have  effeft  immediately  after  its  ratification :  this  terofr 
being  elapfed,  they  may  agree  together  to  renew  or  prolong  it* 

XXVII.  The  prefent  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  lhall 
be  approved  and  ratified  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  his  Imperial? 
Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  the  ratification,  in  good  and  due 
form,  fhall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  the  months,  or  fooner  iS 
jH  can  be  done,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  iignature* 

Jn  faith  of  which,  the  rcfpeilive  plenipotentiaries  have  eaufecj, 
two  copies  of  it  to  be  made,  perfectly  conformable  to  each; 
other,  figned  with  their  hands*  and  nave  thereunto  affixed 
the  feal  of  their  arms. 
$)oneat  St.  Peterfburgh  the  10-aift  of  February,  1797. 

(L.  S.)  Alexander  Count  of  Befboijo4ko» 

(L.  S.)  Prince  Alexander  of  Kourakkw 

(L.  S#)  Peter  of  Soimonow* 

(L.  S.)  Charles  Whitworth* 

DECLARATION.  • 

We,  the  underfigned,  being  fumiflied  with  the  full  power*  o£ 
his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  one  fide,  and  his  Majefty 
tfce  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  on  the  other,  having,  in  virtue  of 
thofe  full  powers,  concluded  and  figned,  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  Oii 
February  10-21,  1797,  a  treaty  of  navigation  and  comrnefce, 
of  which  the  9th  article  ftates,  The  fubje&s  of  the  high  contraft- 
ing  parties  fhall  not  pay  higher  duties,  on  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  their  merchandife,  than  are  paid  by  the  fubje&s  of  I 
another  nation,  &c.  declare  by  thefe  prefents,  in  virtue  of  thofe 
fame  full  powers,  that  by  the  words  other  nations,  Europeans 
ions  alone  are  to  be  underftood. 

Tht 
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•   The  prefent  declaration  tfhali  be  confidcred  as  making  part  of 
the  Above-mentioned  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce,  fignod 
February  10-2 1,  <tf  the  prefent  year,  and  this  day  ratified. 
in  faith  &£  which,  we,  the  Tefpe&ive  plenipotentiaries,  have 
oattfed  two  copies  of  it,  perfectly  conformable  to  each  other, 
to  be  made,  have  figned  them  with  our  own  hand,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  feal  of  our  arms. 
Done  at  Mofcow,  on  the  30th  April,  nth  May,  *797* 

(L.  S.)  Alexander  Count  of  Befborodko. 

(L.  S.)  Prince  Alexander  of  Kourakia* 

(L.  S.)  Charles  Whitworthl. 


** 


Convention  fiipulated  at  Monte  Bello  upon  the  $th  and  6th  of  June* 
tj  97  ,*  between  Citizen  Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief  of  the  French 
Army  of  Italy,  Citizen  Faypoult,  Mini/ler  of  the  French  Republic, 
at  Genoa,  and  his  'Excellency  M.  Michael  Angelo  Ganibrofa,  Louis 
Carbonera  and  Gerql'mo,  Deputies  of  the  Republic  of  Genoa* 

*TPHE  French  republic  and  the  republic  of  Genoa  being  defiroos 
■*•  to  confolidate  the  union  and  harmony  which  have  always 
wifted  between  the  French  republic  and  the  republic  ©f  Genoa  ; 
diinking  lrkewife  that  the  happinefs  of  the  Genoefe  nation  requires 
"that  .it  fhould  regain  pofTeflion  of  the  depoftt  of  its  Sovereignty  \  the 
-two  ftates  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

I.  The  government  of  the  republic  of  Genoa  acknowledges  the 
ibvereSgnty  to  refide  in  the  aggregate  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  ter- 
♦itofy^f  the  ftate. 

II.  The  legiflative  power  (hall  be  entrufted  to  two  reprefenta* 
•five  councils:  the  one  compofed  of  three  hundred,  and  the  other 
of  one  -hundred  and  fifty  members.  The  executive  .power  fliali  be 
delegated  to  a  fenate  often  members,  over  which  a  doge  fhall 
«prefi&:  the  fenotors  fhall  be  in  the  nomination  of  the  .councils. 

•    Jil.  JSveiyttomtmine  fhall  have  a  municipality,   and  evety 
diftrid  an  adminiftration* 

IV.  The  mode  of  election  of  all  the  authorities,  the  limits  of 
"the  dfftri&s,  the  portion  of  authority  entrufted  to  all  the  different 
<fct4ta,  4he  organization  «f  the  judicial  power  and  the  jmUftfQr 
force,  fhaU  te  det^mai^  by  a  committee  of  l^gtflation,  charged 
with  the  tafk  of -framing  the  conftitution,  and  all  the  organicai 
Aattrtyf  ,«he  government,  with  the  referve of  4oirig«oflhing*cort- 
-*«*y  to  f&e  CftthtlicitKgfon,  to  guarantee  the  consolidated -debts, 
9o  pftrfer*e  the  free  port  *f  «he  city  of  Genqa  mnd  the  bank  of  ft. 
<5«frge,«ndto^ke  HierfiKes,  as  far  as  means  (hall  permit,  topvo- 
*<de?ar*he 'Alppott  of  the  poor  nobles  Who  at  prefent  cxift.  This 
fcmmtfttoe  ib*H  fee  dbliged  to  complete  its  wo  A  in  Are  <pate  ;flf 
Wse  tnottb,  reckoning  from  the  (fey^f  its  fonniftiott* 
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V.  The  people  finding  themfelves'reftored  to  ihe  enjoyment  of 
their  rights,  every  kind  oft  privilege  and  exclu five  eftabliftuneht 
which  breaks  the  unity  of  the  (late  is  neceflarily  annulled. 

VI.  The  proviiional  government  (hall  be  entrufted  to  an  exe- 
cutive committee,  which  (hall  be  compofed  of  twenty-two  mem- 
bers,, over  which  the  reigning  doge  (hall  prefide,  and  which  (hall 
be.  inftalled  upon  the  14th  prefent  month  of  June,  26  Prairial, 
the  5th  year  of  the  French  republic. 

.  -  VII.  The  citizens  who  (hall  be  called  upon  to  compofe  the 
provifional  government  of  the  Genoefe  republic,  are  not  at 
liberty  to  refufe  the  office  without  being  regarded  as  indifferent  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  condemned  to  a  fine  of  two  thou- 
fand  crowns, 

VIII.  When  the  provifional  government  (hall  be  formed,  it 
{hall  determine  the  neceflary  regulations  for  the  forms  of  its 
deliberations ;  it  (hall  appoint,  within  a  week  after  its  inftalla- 
tion,  the  committee  of  legi  flat  ion,  empowered  to  frame  the  con* 
ftitution. 

IX.  The  provifional  government  (hall  fix  the  juft  indemni- 
fication due  to  the  French  who  were  pillaged  upon  3d  and  4th 
Prairial. 

X.  The  French  republic,  defirous  of  giving  a  proof  of  the 
intereft  which  it  takes  in  the  happinefs  of  the  Genoefe  people, 
defirous  of  feeing  them  united,  and  free  from  fa&ions,  grants  an 
amnefty  to  all  the  Genoefe,  againft  whom  it  has  grounds  of  com- 

Jlaint,  either  on  account  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  3d  and  4th 
'rairial,  or  on  account  of  the  different  events  which  took  place 
in  the  Imperial  fiefs.  The  provifional  government  (hall  employ 
its  utmofl  endeavours  to  extfnguifti  all  fa&ions,  to  unite  all  the 
citizens,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  necefiity  of  rallying  round 
public  liberty,  and  (hall  therefore  grant  a  general  amnefty. 

XI.  The  French  republic  (hall  grant  its  proteftion  to  the 
Genoefe  republic,  and  even  the  affiftance  of  its  armies,  to  facilitate, 
if  necelTary,  the  execution  of  the  above  articles,  and  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  Genoefe  republic. 


Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friend/hip  between  the  French  Republic  and  her 
Moft  Faithful  Majefty  the  %ucen  of  Portugal. 

*pHE  French  republic  and  fcer  moft  faithful  Majefty  the  Queen 
.  •"■  of  Portugal,  defirous  of  re-eftablifhing  the  bonds  of  com- 
.&erce  and  friendship  which  exifted  between  the  two  powers 
before  the  prefent  war,  have  given  full  powers  to  enter  intft 
negotiations  for  that  purpofe,  viz.  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  in 
the. name  of  the  French  republic,  to  citizen  Charles  Delacroix; 
ltafcJ  her  very  faithful  Majefty,  to  M.  le  Chevalier  d'Ajranjp 
4  Daze* 
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Dazevedo,  of  her  faid  Majefty's  council,  gentleman  of  her 
houfehold,  knight  of  the  order -of  Chrift,  and  her  £nvoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  Batavia'n  republic ;- who 
after  having  exchanged  their  refpe&ive  powers,  have  concluded 
the  prefent  treaty  of  peace?         ^  " 

Article  I.  There  ihall  be  peace,  friendfhip,  and. good  unSer- 
ftanding  between  the  French  republic  and  her  moil  Faithful 
Majefty  the  Queen  of  Portugal.  .  .  * 

II.  All  holtilities  ihall  ceafe,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,-j:ec-- 
koning  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefefrt.trtfaty, 
viz.  in  fifteen  days  for  Europe,  and  the  feas  on  her  coafts,.  and 
thofe  of  Africa  on  this  fide  the  equator:  forty  days  after  the  faid 
exchange  for  the  countries  and  fcas  of  America  and  Africa  beyond 
the  equator,  and  three  months  after. ..for, the  countries  and  feas 
iituatod  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope* 

III.  The  ports,  towns,  places,  or  any  other  territorial  poflef- 
fions  of  either  of  the  two  powers,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world, 
which  are  occupied  or  conquered  by  the  troops  of  the  other,  (hall 
be  reciprocally  reftored  within  the  periods  above  mentioned,  with- 
out either  compenfation  or  indemnity  being  required. 

IV.  Her  moft  Faithful  Majefty  engages  to  obferve  the  moft 
exa&  neutrality  between  the  republic  and  the  other  belligerent 
powers,  A  fimilar  neutrality  fhall  be  ©bfefved  by  the  'French 
republic,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  Portugal  and  any  other. 
European  power.  In  confequence,  neither  of  the  two  contradt- 
iug  parties,  during  the  courfev  of  the  prefent  war,  Ihall  furnifli 
to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  in,  virtue  of  any  treaty  or  flipulation 
whatever,  (public  or  fecret),any  fuccours  in  troops,  (hips,  arms, 
warlike  ammunition,  provifions  or  money,  under  whatever  title 
or  denomination.  -.,.,. 

V.  Her  moft  Faithful  Majefty  ihail  riot  admit  into  her  great  - 
ports  more  than  fix  armed  (hips  of  war  belonging  to  any  one  of. 
the  belligerent  powers,  nor  more  than  three  into  her  fmaller. ports. 
The  prizes  made  by  their  fhips  of  war  or  refpe&ive  cruifers  (ball 
no  more  be  received  into  her  Majefty's  ports  than  the  cruifers 
themfelves,  unlefs  it  be  in  cafes  of  tempeft  or  imminent  perils 
and  then  they  (hall  .depart  as  foon  as  the  peril  is  paft*     All  fafe  of  ■ 
merchandife  or  captured  velfels  (hall  be  feverely  prohibited;     The 
French  republic  (hall  obferve  the  fame  regulations  with  refpeft  to 
(hips  of  war,  cruifers,  or  prizes  belonging  to  the  European  powers 
with  which  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty  may  enter  into  war. 

VL.  Her  rood  Faithful  Majefty  acknowledges,  by  the  prefent 
treaty,  that  all  the  territories  fituated  to  the  north  of  the  limits 
herein  after  mentioned,  between  the  poflTcflioqs  of  the  two  con* 
trading  powers,  belong  in  full  property  and  fovereignty  to  the 
French  republic  2  renouncing,  as  far  as  need  be,  as  well  for 
herfclf  as  her  fucctffors,  all  the  rights  td  which  f|xe  might  pretend 
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upon  4m»  fu4  territories*  under  whatever  title,  and  particularly 
in  virtu*  f£  the  eighth  article  of  the  Useaty  concluded  at  Utrecht, 
the*  nth  *£  Apiit,  iftij*  Tfce  French  republic  reciprocally 
yfcnqwhdgeji  tbat  aU  ^e  territories  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  the 
faid  line,  belong  to  her  mod  Faithful  Mafcfty,  in  conformity  to  the 
timijt  of  Utacltu 

VI L  Th*  limies  tatwjeen  the  two  French  and  Portuguefc 
Guyanas  (hall  be  determined  by  the-  rWer  called  by  the  Portuguefc 
Gahneane,  %nd  by  the-  French  Vincent  Pinion,  which  flows  into 
tfec  ocean  aboire  the  North  Cape,  about  two  degrees  and  a  half 
fiptthepn  latitude.  They  (hall  follow  the  faid  river  to  its  fource, 
*ad  afcer^ftards,  *  right  line  ds%wn  from  the  faid  fource  towards 
the  well,  j*  ftp  as  Ria  Blanco. 

VIII.  pThe  raout^  as  well  a*  the  whole  courfe  of  the  faid 
fiver  Calmeme  or  Vincent  Pinfbn,  belong  in  full  and  entire 
fovereigrity  td  the  French,  republic,  without,  however,  the  fub- 
j*£ts  of  her  raoft  Faithful  Majefty,  eftabliflied  in  the  environs  to 
the  fouth  of  the  faid  river,  beipg-  prevented  from  ufing  it  freely, 
and  without  htiag  f«btje&  to.  tjie  duties  of  entrance,  courfe,  and 
water  duty. 

IX.  The  fiibpAe  of  her  moft  Faithful  Majefiy  who  are  fettled 
to  the  north  o£  the  fconefer  line  ajbove  marked,  (hall  be  free  to 
remain  there,  obeying  fehe  laws  of  the  republic,  or  to  withdraw 
%«ith  their  eicds,  or  to  feHi  the  lands  belonging  to  them.  The 
, faculty  of  retiring  and  felling  theifr  moveable  or  immoveable  effects 

i%  reciprocally  fiefervjedi  t*»  the  French  who  may  be  fettled  to  the 
fouth  of  the  fete)  frontier  ltty?.  The  ex^rcife  of  the  faid  faculty  b 
tijnhed  to  one*  and'  the  other  to  two-  years,  reckoning  from  the 
eitchange  of  the  tn*#ka/ion&  of  the  Ffcench  treaty. 

X.  There  (hall  be  negotiated  fcnd  concluded  as  foon  as  poitible 
between  the  two*  powet**  a.  treaty  of  commerce  founded  upon 
equitable*  hefee,,  *W  lecipcocally  advantageous*  Until  it  is  con- 
cJlttdeoViii  k  agreed, 

'I,  Tpbetthccprnmercial  relations  (hall  be  re-eftabli/hed  imme*. 
olafely  alter  the  exchange,  of  the  ratification,  and  that  the  citizens 
o*  fuc^c&s  of  each  of  the  two  powers  (hall  enjoy  in  the  territories 
of  the  other  all  t&^  rights,  immunities,  and  prerogatives  enjoyed* 
ty  the  moft  fa*oure4  nations. 

a»  Ttutt  the  proyiiions  an&me^ejiandifes,  the  produce  of  thei? 
ipttot  their  menufaftures,  (hall  be  refpedively  admitted,  if  the 
provifions  and  rnerchgndife  of  the  fame  kind  of  other  nations  are 
Or  (halt  afterwards  be .admitted ;  and  that  the  faid\  prpvifions  and 
iticrchaadifes  (hall  not  be  fubjed;  to  any  prohibition,  which  (hall 
not  equally  fall  cm  other  provifions  and  roerchandi&t  of  the  fame 
kind  imported  by  other  nations. 

3,  That  nevertheleis  the  French  republic  not  being  able  to 

offer  to  Portugal*  but  a  price  extremely  low  for  its  wines,  and 
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fceitig  Enable  fd  comf>enfate  by  the  rritrtritoafeti  *f  Vrfffth  t<l©tfcs 

into  that  kingdom,  things  mall  reciprocally  remain,  with  rtfpt& 
to  tkofe  two  articles,  in  their  prefent  ftate* 

4.  That  the  duties  of  cuftom,  and  others  Upon  j)roVifions  and 
merchandife  of  the  fail  and  manufacture*  of  the  two  power*,  mall 
be  reciprocally  regulated  upon  the  fame  footing  as  with  ttgfttff  fo 
other  mod  favoured  nations. 

5.  That  out  of  the  duties  thus  regulated  there  fh*U  be  allowed 
*  drawback  in  favour  of  merchandises  the  produce  of  the  foil  or 
tnanufa&ures  of  the  ftatefc  of  each  of  the  tvropoWer^  provided 
they  are  imported  ih  national  veflels  oft  account  of  the  merchants 
to  whom  they  belong,  and  fent  in  right  of  the  pom  'of  Europe  on 
the  one  hand,  to  the  ports  of  Europe  on  the  other.  The  amount 
of  thefe  drawbacks,  as  well  as  the  kinds  of  merohaitdifes  to  which 
they  fhall  apply,  to  be  regulated  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  to  be 
concluded  between  the  two  powers. 

6.  That  further,  all  the  ftipiilatidns  relative  to  commerce  id- 
ferted  in  preceding  treaties  concluded  between  the  two  powers 
fhall  be  proviftonally  executed,  wfeerem  they  ereAetcontfaty  to 
the  prefent  treaty. 

XI.  Her  tnotl  Faithful  Majefty  ft  all  bdmit  kite  lier  ports  the 
French  (hips  of  war  and  merchantmen,  imder  the  fam£  conditions 
as  the  (hips  of  the  moft  favoured  nations  are  admitted.  The 
Portuguefe  veflels  fhall  enjoy  in  Frarice  the  moft  eK«&  reciprocity. 

XII.  The  French  confuls  and  vice-feirfuls  thall  enjoy  privi. 
leges,  immunities,  prerogatives,  and  jurifdi&ions,  as  they  enjoyed 
them  before  the  war,  and  as  they  are  enjoyed  by  the  moft  favoured 
nations* 

XIII.  The  ambaflador  or  minifter  of  the  French  republic  at 
tfcfe  court  of  Portugal,  ihM  enjoy  the  fens*  imimtftitfles,  preroga- 
tive*, and  privilege,  as  French  ambaffaitfots  tojoyed  Jfevtons  fo 
the  war. 

Xl  V.  All  the  French  citizens,  ad  well  as  the  tndiViduftk  corn- 
pafing  the  eftabiiihment  of  the  arnkafladdir  **  mhrffter  of  tHe 
eotiffcils,  and  other  argents  accttffitt'd  aWd  atkWbtrtefteei  by  thfe 
French  republic,  fhall  enjoy  in  the  ftates  of  hor  molt  Faithful 
Majefty,  the  fame  liberty  of  woriflit£  as  **  enjoyed  by  the  tinbk 
favoured  nations  in  this  refped. 

1*he  |>refent,  and  two  preceding  articles,  (hall  be  fecipfocaHy 
obferted  by  the  French  republic,  with  regard  to  the  air>b*fladoff, 
iffinifters,  confuls,  and  other  agents  of  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty, 

XV.  AH  the  prifoners  made  on  both  fides,  including  marines 
and  failors,  (hall  be  given  up  in  a  month,  reckoning  from  the 
exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the  pfefent  treaty,  on  payment  of 
the  debts  they  (hall  have  cent  rafted  during  their  captivity.  The 
ficfc  and  wounded  fhall  continue  to  be  taken  care  of  in  thtf~ 
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fefpecTire  hofpitals:  they  (hall  be  givcn'up  immediately  after  flidy 
we  cured. 

XVI.  The  peace   and   good  friendfliip  re-eftablifhed  by  the 
'  prcfenf  treaty,  between  the  French  republic  and  her  moft  Faith- 
tut  Majefty,  are  declared  to  extend  in  common  to  the  Batavian 
republic.  - 

XVII.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions exchanged  in  two  months,  reckoning  from  this  day. 

Done,  performed,  concluded^  figned,  and  confirmed,  to  wit, 

by  me  Charles  Delacroix,  by  the  feal  for  foreign  affairs,  and 

-  by  me  the  Chevalier  D'Aranjo,  by  the  feal  of  my  arms,  at 

Paris,  the  23d  Thermidor,  fifth  year  of  the  French  republic, 

anfwering  to  the  10th  Augufr,  old  ftyle. 

(Signed)  Charles  Delacroix. 

Ant.  D'Aranjo  DazeVedo. 

The  Executive  Dire&ory  agrees  to  fign  this  prefent  treaty 
between  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  nego- 
tiated in  the  name  of  the  republic  by  citizen  Charles  Delacroix, 
minifter  plenipotentiary,  inverted  with  powers  to  that  effect  by  a 
decree  of  the  30th  laft  Meflidor,  and  charged  by  his  ittftru&ions. 
Done  at  the  national  palace  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  the 
24  Thermidor,  5th  year  of  the  republic,  one  and  indivifible. 

For  the  fake  of  expedition, 
(Signed)  Revelliere  Lepaux,  Prefident. 

By  the  Executive  Direftory, 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen.# 


•  The  Executive  Dire&ory,  however,  by  a  decree  of  the  26th  October, 
.  declared  this  trea'y  null  and  void. — The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  decree  : 

"  The  Executive  Directory,  confidering  that  the  Queen  ot  Portugal,  infteaet 
of  fending  a  pure  and  fimple  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
with  the  Executive  Directory,  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic,  on  the 
13d  Thermidor,.  5<h  year,  within  the  two  months  allowed  by  that  treaty, 
has  put  her  principal  ftrong  places  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  army,  de- 
crees as  follows :  v 

V  The  treaty  between  the  French  republic  and  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  con- 
cluded on  the  23d  Thermidor,  5th  year,  and  not  ratified  on  the  part  of  her 
laid  Majefty,  is  declared  to  be  of  no  effect. 

"  The  thinifter  for  foreign  affairs  is  charged  to  notify  to   M.   Aranjo 
■DazevedQ,  lTiinifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  to  quit  the 
territory  of  the  republic  without  delay. 

(Signed)  "  La$ivellierb  Lepaux,  PrefidenV** 
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Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded  between  the  French  Republic  and 
the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia* 

TJJlS  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  King  of  Hungary 
*■"*  and  Bohemia,  and  the  French,  republics  being  defirous  to 
consolidate  a  peace,  the  bans  of  which  was  laid  in  the  prelimina- 
ries fig-ned  at  the  caftle  ot  Eckenwald,  near  Leoben,  in  Styria, 
on  the  18th  of  April,  '797  'the  29th  Germinal,  5th  year  of  the 
French  republic,  one  and  mdivifible  ,  have  named  for  their  pleni- 
potentiaries, viz.  his  Majefly  the  Emperor  and  King,  the  Sieur 
D/Martiiis  Maftrjly,  and  the  noble  Neapolitan  Patrician,1  Mar- 
tjuis  de  Gallo,  knight  of  the  royal  order  of  St.  Januarius,  gentle- 
man  of  the  bed-chamber  to  his  Majefty  the  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies,  and  hisiambaliador  extraordinary  at  the  court  of, Vienna*; 
the  Sieur  Louis,  Count  of  the  holy  Roman  empire  de  Cobenzel, 
and  great  crofs  of  the  royal  order  of  St.  Stephen,  chamberlain, 
privy  counfellor  of  his  faid  Imperial  and  royal  Apoftolic  Majefty, 
and  his  ambatTador  extraordinary  to  Jiis  Imperial  Majefty  of  all 
the  Rqffias ;  the  Sieur  Maximilian,  Count  de  Meerveldt.  knight 
of  the  Teutonic  order,  and  of  the  military  ofcder^of  Maria  Therefa, 
chamberlain  and  major- general  of  the  cavalry  in  the  armies  of  his 
faid  MajeJty  the  Emperor  and  King;  and  rhe  Sieur  Ignatius, 
Baron  de  Degelmann,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  faid  Majefly 
to  the  Swifs  republic — And  the  French  republic,  Buonaparte, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy. 

The  aforefaid  plenipotentiaries,  after  an  exchange  of  their 
refpe&ive  powers,,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles: 

Article  I.  There  fhall  be  hereafter  a  folid,  perpetual,  and  in- 
violable peace  between-  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the 
French  republic. 

The  contracting  parties  fhall  give  the  greateft  attention  to  the 
maintaining  between  themfolves  and  their  refpe&ive  dominions 
the  moftperfed  harmony,  without  hereafter  permitting,  on  either 
fide,  any  kind  of  hoftiiities  to  be  committed,  either  by  fea  or  land, 
for  any  caufe  or  under  any  pretence  whatfoever ;  and  they  fhall 
carefully  avoid  for  the  future  any  thing  which  might  prejudice  the 
union  happily  eft ablifhed.  There  fhall  not  be  granted  any  fuccour 
©r  protection,  either  direQly  or  indiredly,  to  thofe  who  fhall 
attempt  any  thing  injurious  or  prejudicial  again  ft  either  of  the 
contracling  parties. 

II.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  the  contrading  parties  fhall  take  off  all  fequeftra- 
tions  impofed  on^the  effe&s,  rights,  and  properties  of  individuals 
refidihg  in  the  refpedive  territories  and  countries  that  are  united  to 
them,  and  alfo  of  the  public  eftablifhments  fituaied  therein  ;  they 
fund  thcmfelves  to  pay  all  the  debts  they  may  have  con  traded  for 
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{>ecuniary  advances  made  to  thecn  by  the  (aid  individuals  and  pub- 
ic ertablifhiftehts,  and  to  difcharge'  or  feiftbUrfe  all  the  aftttuittes 
fettled  to  their  advantage  by  each  of  thfc  cofitf ilftthg  parties.  The 
prefent  article  is  declared  to  extend  to  the  Cifalpine  republic. 

Ill-  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bbhe* 
una,  renounces  for  himfelf  and  his  fucctflbitt)  in  favour  of  the 
French  republic,  all  his  eights  and  tides  to  the  ci-devant  Aoftrian 
Netherlands.— The  Frehth  republic  (ball  enter  oh  the  perpetual 
pofleffion  of  thefe  countries,  in  full  right  and  Sovereignty,  and  on 
-rail  the  territorial  pofleflions  dependent  thfereon. 

I V.  All  debts  mortgaged  before  the  war,  oft  the  land  of  the 
countries  exprefled  in  the  preceding  articles,  and  Which  mortgage* 
(hall  have  been  drawn  tip  with  the  ufual  formalities,  ftall  be 
difchfrrged  by  the  French  republic— The  plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Majefty. the  Emperor*  King  of  Hungary  artd  Bohemia*  (hail 
trarifmit  a  ftatement  of  them  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  French  republic,  and  previous  to  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications,  to  the  end  that  at  the  time  of  this  exchange,  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  both  powers  may  come  to  an  agreement  upon 
all  the  explanatory  and  additional  articles  of  the  prefent  treaty*  and 
figft  them. 

V.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  arid  Bohemii, 
confents  that  the  French  republic  (hall  pofiefs  in  foil  fovereignty 
the  ci-devant  Venetian  i (lands  of  the  LtvanU  viz*  Corfoo,  Zante. 
Cephalonia,  St.  Maure,  Cerigo  and  other  iflands  dependent 
thereon,  together  with  But*  in  to,  Larta,  Vouizza*  and  in  general 
all  the  ci-devant  Venetian  eftablifhments  in  Albania*  which  are 
fituate  lower  down  than  the  Gulf  of  Lodrino. 

VI.  The  French  republic  confents  that  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
,  peror  and  King  fhall  pohefs  in  full  fovereignty  the  countries  herein- 
after mentioned,  viz.  Iftria,  Dalmatia,  the  ci-devant  Venetian 
iflands  in  the  Adriatic,  the  mouths  of  the  Gaftaro,  the  city  of 
Venice,  the  Venetian  canals,  and  the  countries  that  lie  between 
the  hereditary  ftates  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King,  the 
Adriatic  fea,  and  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  Tyrol  along  the 
torrent  before  Gardola,  ftretching  acrofs  the  Lake  Garda,  as  far 
as  Ladfa  ;  from  thence  a  military  line  (hall  be  drawn  to  Sangiaco- 
mo,  holding  out  an  equal  advantage  to  both  parties,  which  line 
fhall  be  traced  out  by  engineer  officers  appointed  on  either  fide, 
previous  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty. 
The  line  or  limitation  fhall  then  pafs  the  Adige  to  Sangiacomo, 
running  along  the  left  bank  of  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Canal  • 
blanc,  comprifing  in  it  that  part  of  Porto  Legnago  that  ties  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  Adige,  together  with  a  diftrift  of  3000  toifes* 
The  line  ftall  be  continued  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Canalblanc, 
the  left  bank  of  the  Tartaro,  the  left  bank  of  the  canal  called  the 
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FoMella,  to  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Po,  and  along  the  left 
ha*k  of  the  great  Pq  *s  far  as  the  fea. 

VII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Qoh^- 
mia,  renounces  for  ever,  in  his  own  name,  and  in  that  6t  his 
fucceflbrs,  &q.  in  favour  of  theCifalpine  republic,  all  the  rights 
aact  titles  arifing  from  thefe  rights,  which  his  faid  Majefty  might 
pretend  to  have  over  thefe  countries  before  the  war,  and  which 
countries  at  prefent  conftitute-  a  part  of  the  Cifalpinc  republic, 
which  republic  (hall  poflefs  them  in  their  full  right  and  fovereignty, 
together  with  all  their  territorial  dependencies. 

VIII*  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohe- 
mia, acknowledges  the  Qfalpine  republic  as  an  independent  power* 
This  republic  comprifes  the  ci-devant  Auftrian  Lombardy,  the 
Bcrgamefque,  the  Srefcian,  the  Cremonefqtte^part  of  the  ci-devaot 
Venetian  ftates  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  of  the  Legner,  described  ill 
the  6&  article  as-  the  frontier  of  the  ftates  of  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor*  ia  Italy ;  the  Modenefe,  the  principality  of  Mafia, 
and  of  Carara,  and  the  three  legations  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and 
Romagna. 

IX.  Iaall  countries,  ceded,  acquired,  or  exchanged,  in  virtue 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  alt  fequeftration  impofed  on  the  eflfe&s, 
rights,  and  property  of  individuals  belonging  to  thefe  countries, 
(kail  be  taken  off,  which  individuals  ihall  have  been  thus  aflfe&ed 
on  account  of  the  war  that  has  fubfifted  between  his  Imperial  and 
royal  Majefty  and  the  French  republic,  nor  ihall  they  on  this  ac- 
count be  molefted  in  their  per fons  and  property.  Such  pevfons  as 
may  hereafter  be  dfcfirous  to  withdraw  from  the  faid  countries, 
(ball  be  bound  to  mpke  a  declaration  of  fuch  their  intention  three 
months  before  the  publication  of  the  treaty  or  definitive  peace. 
There  ihall  be  granted  them  the  term  of  three  months  to  enable 
them  to  fell  their  cffe&s  either  moveable  or  immoveable,  and  dif- 
pofe  of  them  in  the  manner  they  may  judge  moil  expedient.  / 

X.  The  countries  ceded,  acquired,  or  exchanged,  by  virtue  of 
the  prefent  treaty-,  (hall  leave  the  debts  mortgaged  on  their  territo* 
ries,  to  be  difcharged  by  thofe  under  (whofe  dominion  they 
may  fall. 

XI.  The  navigation  of  fuch  rivers  and  canals  as  mark  the 
boundaries  between  the  pofleftions  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  thofe  of  the  French  republic, 
ihall  be  free,  without  its  being  permitted  to  either  of  the  powers 
to  eftablifh  any  toll  or  cuftoro  on  them,  or  keep  thereon  any 
armed  veflfel:  by  which,  however,  is  net  precluded  any  precaution 
Hfhich  nsav  be  thought  neceflary  for  the  prote&ion  and  fafety  of 
tike  fortrev  of  Pbrto  Leenano, 

XJI.  AH  fales  or  aTienatioris  of  property,   all  engagements 
entered  into,  either  by  the  cities  or  by  the  government,  or  by  the l 
civil  miafafktmJNt  authorities  of  the  ei-tWvant  Venetian  territo* 


rics,  for  the  maintenance  of.  the  German  and  French  armies,  up 
to  the  date  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty,  (hall  be  confirmed 
and  acknowledged  as  valid. ' 

,  XIII.  The  territorial  titles  and  archives  of  the  different  coun- 
tries ceded  or  exchanged  by  the  prefent  treaty,  (hall,  within  two 
months  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification,  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  powers  which  fhall  have  acquired  the  pro- 
perty of  them.  The  plans  and  maps  ofthe  fortreffes,  towns  and 
Countries,  which  the  contracting  powers  acquire  by  the  prefent 
treaty,  fhall  be  faithfully  given  up  to  them.  *  The  military  papers 
and"  regiflers  taken  in  the  prefent  war  from  the  etat  major  of  the 
refpeclive  armies,  fhall  be  reftored  in  the  fame  manner. 

XIV.  The  two  contracting  parties,  equally  animated  with  the 
d^fire  of  removing  every  ground  that  might  interrupt  the  good 
underftandjng  happily  e  (tab  It  (bed  between,  theni,  mutually  bind 
themfe.ves  in  the  moil  folemn  manner  to  contribute  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power  to  the  maintenance  of  internal  tranquillity  in  their 
xefpedive  dates* 

XV.  There  fhall  immediately  be  concluded  a  treaty  of  com- 
■  merce,  founded  upon  an  equitable  bafts,  and  fuch  as  fhall,  fecure 

to  his  Majefty  (he  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary,  and  the  French 
ippublic,  advantages  equal  to  thofe  which  the  mod  favoured  na- 
tions enjoy  in  their  refpedtive  dates.  Meanwhile  all  communica- 
tions and  commercial  relations  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  fituation  in 
which  they  flood  before  the  war. 

XVI.  No  inhabitant  of  all  the  countries  occupied  by  the  Aus- 
trian and  French  armies  fhall  be  profecuted  or  queftioned,  either 
in  his  perfon  or  property,  on  account  of  his  political  opinions  or 
his  conduct,  civil,  military,  or  commercial,  during  the  war  that 
has  taken  place  between  the  two  powers. 

XVI  I.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohe- 
mia, fball  not,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  neutrality,  admit 
into  any  of  his  ports,  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  any 
\cflels  belonging  to  any  of  the  belligerent  powers* 

XVIII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia, binds  himfelf  to  cede  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  as  an  in- 
4emiiification  for  the  territory  which  that  .prince  and  his  heirs 
jjoflefled  in  Italy,  the  Brifgaw ;  which  h^  (hall  poffefs  upon 
the  fame  conditions  as  thofe  in  virtue  of  which  they  poifeffed  the 
Modenefe. 

XIX.  The  landed  and  perfonal  property  not  alienated,  belong- 
ing to  their  royal  highnefles  the  Archduke;  Charles  and  the  Arch- 
duchefs  Chriftiana,  which  are  fituated  in  the  countries  ceded  to 
the  French  republic,  fhall  be  reftored,  under  the  deduction  of  the 
cixpenfcs  of  fale,  within  three  years.  The  fame  JhaU  be.  done 
relative  to  the  landed  .and  perfonal  property  of  his  royal  highntfs  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  in  the  territory  of  the  Cifalpiue  republic, 

XX. 
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XX*  There  (hall  be  held  a  congrefs,  folely  compofed  of  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  Germanic  empire  and  the  French  republic, 
for  a  pacification  between  the  two  powers.  This  congrefs  (hall 
be  opened  a  month  after  the  figning  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  as 
foon  as  poflible. 

XXI.  All  the  prifoners  of  war  made  on  either  fide,  and  the 
hoftages  given  or  carried  away  during  the  prefent  war,  who  have ' 
not  yet  (been  reftored,  (hall  be  given  back  iri  forty  days,  dated 
from  the  day  of  the  figning  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

XXII.  The  warlike  contributions,  deliveries,  furnifhings,  and 
devaftations  of  every  kind,  which  have  taken  place  in  the  re- 
fpe£tive  dates  of  the  contrading  powers,  (hall  ceafe  from  the 
day  on  which  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty  (hall  be 
exchanged. 

XXIII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  and  the  French  republic,  (hall  mutually  preferve  to 
each  other  the  fame  ceremonial  with  regard  to  rank  and  other  * 
etiquettes  which  was  conftantly  obferved  before  the  war.  His 
faid  Majefty  and  the  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  obferve  with  regard 
to  each  other  the  fame  ceremonial  of  etiquette  which  was  in  ufe 
between  his  Majefty  and  the  republic  of  Venice, 

XXIV.  The  prefent  treaty  (hall  be  ratified  by  the  Emperor* 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  by  the  French  republic, 
within  thirty  .days  from  this  day,  or  fooner  if  poiiible,  and  the 
inftruments  of  ratification  in  due  form  (hall  be  exchanged  at 
Kaftadt. 

Done  and  (igned  at  Campo  Formio,  near  Udina,  the  17th 
O&ober,  1797  (26th  Vendemiaire,  fixth  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible). 

(Signed^     Buonaparte, 

The  Marquis  de  Galj.0, 
Louis  Count  Cobentzel, 
The  Count  de  Meer veldt, 
The  Baron  de  D  eg  elm  an. 

The  Executive  Diredflory  ratifies  and  figns  the  prefent  treaty  of 
peace  with  his  Majefty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia, negotiated  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic  by  citizen 
Buonaparte,  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy,  inverted  with 
powers  by  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  and  charged  with  inftruclions 
to  that  effed. 

Done  in  'the  national  palace  of  the  Executive  Direftory,  5th 
Brumaire,  Oftober  26th,  fixth  year  of  the  French  republic, 
one  and  indivifible. 

This  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  council  of  Five  Hundred  on  the 
31ft  O&ober,  and  by  the  council  of  Elders  two  days  after. 

Vol,  VI.  e  "Stf m 
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Proclamations^   Manifeftosj   Cor- 
respondence, &c. 


THE  LEEWARb  ISLANDS- 

Addrtfs  of  the  Citizens  if  the  Town  and  Country  of  Aux  Cayes,  to  ihf 
Commiffion  of  the  French  Government  for  the  Leeward  Ijlandst. 
fitting  at  the  Cafe. 

Citizens  Commiflaries, 

3TTOW  much  are  our  feelings  hurt,  on  defer! b in g  to  you  the 
JL  Jl  unhappy  and  terrible  events  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
town  of  Aux  Cayes,  from  the  10th  to  the  15th  inftant,  which 
have  fucceffively  and  rapidly  agitated  the  whole  fouthern  part,  unto 
the  extreme  quarters  of  the  weft*  thereunto  annexed  !  We  cannot 
conceal  from  you,,  that  thefe  difafters  have  their  origin  in  the  im- 
prudent, arbitrary,  and  vexatious  meafures  of  your  colleagues, 
particularly  thoffe  of  General  Desfourneaux,  which  had  no  other 
tendency  than  the  fubverfion  of  the  union  and  fraternity  enjoyed 
for  more  than  three  years  by  a  people  living  like  friends  and  bro- 
thers. 

"Wfjen  your  delegates  arrived,  this  country  was  covered  with 
the  rich  produ&ionsof  nature;  the  plantations  were  full  of  la- 
bourers^ the  towns  full  of  workmen,  and  commerce  flourifhed  ; 
the  whole  prefented  the  image  of  happinefs.  This  profperity  was 
the  work  of  General  Rigaud.  It  is  to  the  wifdom  of  that  chief  we 
owe  the  entire  confidence  that  reigned  between  us  ;  it  is  that  brave 
and  firm  defender  of  liberty  and  equality,  who  has  always  fup- 
ported  us  in  perfect  harmony,  by  putting  the  laws  of  the  republic 
that  were  known  to  us  in  force  ;  who,  commendable  for  his 
civic  and  moral  virtues,  has  prote&ed  us  againft  our  internal  and 
external  enemies. 

The  chiefs'  of  the  civil  adminiftration,  and  all  the  military 
?nd  civil  chiefs  under  their  command,  equally  contributed  tp  our 
felicity.  •  4 

But  all  is  deftroyed  ;  for  the  delegates,   undoubtedly  deceived 
by  evil  inclined  people,  had  interrupted  the  union  and  tranquillity  ; 
we  enjoyed*  -fM 


( *  ) 

General  Desfourneaux,  fince  his  arrival,  has  completed  the  total 
fubverfion  of  this  town,  as  he  did  that  of  Port-au-JPrince,  in  the 
month  of  March  1794-  After  having  kindled  the  torch  of  dif- 
cord  between  us,  he  has  efcaped,  taking  with  him  his  bafe  ac- 
complices and  the  delegate  Rey,  leaving  us  a  prey  to  the  horrors 
of  a  civil  war,  that  had  been  only  appeafed  by  the  arrival  of  Ge- 
neral Rigaud,  fighting  at  the  time  the  enemies  of  the  republic  in 
the  diftri&  of  Irois.  Without  his  prudence  and  folicitude,  the 
town  would  have  been  facri need  to  flames  and  pillage,  and  the  ci- 
tizens would  have  maflacred  one  another. 

Circumftances  do  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  more  ample  de- 
tails. We  refer  them  to  a  time  more  calm,  when  we  will  ac- 
quaint you  and  all  France  with  our  misfortunes  and  their  origin. 

As  to  the  prefent,  we  have  but  one  requeft  to  make  of  you, 
namely,  that  which  has  been  already  addreffed  to  you  in  a  decree 
of  the  popular  council  under  date  of  the  14th  ;  that  of  the  delega- 
tion which  has  recalled,  at  the  fame  time,  General  Rigaud  to  the 
head  of  the  government ;  and,  finally,  the  addrefsof  the  citizens  to 
the  faid  General,  praying  that  the  powers  may  be  replaced  in  his 
hands  until  the  Legiflative  Body  and  the  Executive  Dire&ory  ojf 
France  (hall  have  been  informed  of  the  events,  and  taken  meafures 
to  prevent  their  return. 

This,  citizens  commiffioners,  is- the  wifti  of  the  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Aux  Cayes,  and  of  the  planters  in  its  neighbourhood,  as 
well  as  the  whole  fouthern  department,  and  of  the  weftern  dif- 
trifts.  Do  not  deceive  yourfelves  in  the  fame.  If  violent  mea- 
sures fliould  be  adopted  in  the  prefent  convulfed  ftate  of  things, 
they  would  unavoidably  occafion  the  total  overthrow  of  this  pre- 
cious part  of  the  iftend.  The  ftorm  roars  yet.  Leave  us  in  the* 
port  where  we  have  juft  found  our  falvation. 

We  coriftantfy  proteft  to  you,  that,  faithful  to  the  French  re- 
public, we  will  never  acknowledge  any  other  laws  ;  our  p^ofef- 
iion  is  too  well  known  by  the  niother  country,  and  by  our  zeal 
and  firmnefs  in  oppofing  our  enemies,  by  our  means  for  defending 
our  country,'  to  admits  of  any  doubt  of  our  fentiments  being  any 
other  than  truly  republican.  ; 

Health  and  refpeft  !  \ 

(Between  3  and  400  fignatures.) 
Aux  Cayes ,  18/A  Fru&idor,  4th  year  of  the 
*    French  Republic,  one  and  indwtfible. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

Tie  Congrefs  ofCifpadana  to  the  People  of  Bologna ,  Ferrara,  Afodena, 

and  Reggio. 

'THE  firft  (tone  .of  the  foundation  of  your  infant  liberty  was  laid 
*■    in  the  congrefs  held  at  Modena  laft  O&ober,  thanks  to  the 
invincible  French  nation,  which  not  only  was  fo  generous  as  to 
reuprc  to  you  your  natural  rights,  but  alfo  to  enable  you  to  exercife 
them,  in  order  to  fccure  your  future  exiftence  ;  it  was  in  this  view 
y6u  formed  the  bonds  of  a  friendly  confederation,  which  nothing 
couid  untie:    you.  alfo  wiflied  for  the  means  of  drawing  thofe 
bonds  frill  clofer,  in  order  that  the  ftrudture,  once  begun,  might 
rife  great  and  majeftic.     In  6ne,  you  called  us  to  the  congrefs  of 
Reggi°*  ^d  we,  ftrong  in  your  commands,  were  proud  of  being 
able  and  authorifed  tp  give  our  concurrence  to  an  enterprife  wor- 
thy of  the  honour  of  Italy,  and  which  will  be  the  admiration  of 
future  ages. 

Citizens,  the  congrefs  is  eager  to  inform  you  that  your  wiflies 
are  fulfil  led,  and  that  you  are  henceforth  but  one  people,  or  rather 
one  family.     The  following  is  the  tenor  of  the  refolution  • — 

ic  A  motion  having  been  made  in  the  congrefs  to  form  the  four 
nations  into  a  republic,  one  and  indivifible  in  every  refpeel,  fo 
conftrufted,  that  the  four  nations  may  only  form  one  people,  one 
fingle  family  *" 

"  The  congrefs  having  put  this  motion  to  the  vote  with  each 
nation,  they  have  all  accepted  it." 

The  people  of  Reggio  were  witneflfes  of  the  publication  of  this 
decree,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  were  witneifes  of  their  joy. 
Our  brave  brethren,  who  came  from  the  Tranfpadanian  regions 
to  fraternize  with  us,  took  part  in  the  univerfal  joy.  May  they 
imitate  us,  fince  we  ardently  wifh  it,  and  may  they  form  fo  clofe 
an  alliance  with  our  republic,  that  tyranny  may  henceforth  lofe 
all  hopes  of  again  enflaving  Italy ! 

It  feems  as  if  fomething  would  have  been  deficient  in  the  ge- 
neral enthufiafm,  had  not  our  invincible  deliverers  been  prefent  at 
fo  folemn  an  aft. 

Citizen  Marmont,  fent  exprefsly  by  the  commander  in  chief 
to  watch  over  the  fafety  and  liberty  of  our  union,  aflifted  at  the 
congrefs,  and  faw  in  us,  and  the  whole  people  affembled,  brothers 
not  unworthy  of  the  love  of  his  generous  nation.  He  took  it 
upon  him  to  give  an  account  of  this  glorious  event  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  We,  could  have  wiflied  you  all  to  have  been 
prefent  in  that  happy  moment,  certain  that  your  joy  would  have 
joined  in  unifon  with  that  of  yout  brothers;  but  if  diftance  eff 
place  deprived  us  of  this  double  joy,  we  make  you  amends  for 
'it,  by  imparting  to  you  that  glorious  event,  before  your  delegates  jj| 
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fctiirft  again  to  their  country.  People  of  the  republic  of  Cifpa- 
dana,  the  great  epoch  is  already  marked.  Rejedk  far  from  you 
sill  ancient  quarrels,  and  that  rivalihip  which  was  fomented  by 
aipbition  and  defpotifm.  Liberty,  equality,  virtue,  let  thefe  be 
your  mottos.  The  powerful  republic  which  has  invited  to  the 
great  work  of  liberty,  will  protett  you,  doubt  it  not,  with  all  her 
forces ;  flavery  is  flying  from  thefe  countries.  The  tyrants  to 
whom  you  were  an  obje&  of  derifion,  (hudder  and  turn  pale. 
The  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are  fixed  upon  you,  and  Italy  anxi- 
©ufly  expefts  that  you  will  reftore  to  her  that  priftine  fplendour 
Which  made  her  once  refpe&ed  by  all  nations. 

(Signed)  C.  Facci,  Prefident^ 

PlSTORINI,        ^ 

T  '  >  Secretaries. 

Lamberti,      i 

JteggUy  10  Nivoje,  fr/i  year  of  the  Republic 
of  Cifpadana,  one  and  indivijible,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1796  (oldjiyle.} 
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PROCLAMATION 

To  the  Second  Divifion  of  the  Army  ofBreJl,  dejtined  againft  Ireland* 

•    Republicans, 

TpHE  Executive  Dijre&ory  in.  the  hope  that  General  Hoche  will 
■*■  have  effe&ed  a  defcent,  directs  the  army  to  hold  itfelf  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  go  and  join  him.  The  national  honour,  the  interefts  of 
liberty,  and  the  deftiny  of  the  republic,  command  the  accomplifh- 
jnent  of  a  great  enterprife  againft  Ireland.  It  ought  to  be  dear 
to  it,  it  ought  to  be  feconded  with  entbufiafm  by  all  good  French- 
men. 

The  Executive  Dire&ory  have  fpoken  in  the  moft  energetic 
manner  upon  the  fubje£t;  they  have  dire&ed  me  to  teftify  their 
fatisfa£tion  to  fuch  of  the  corps  of  the  army  (among  which  the 
legion  des.  Francois  is  particularly  diftinguifhed),  as,  forgetting 
fome  moments  of  fuffering  and  privajtion,  have  given  by  their  wif- 
dom  a  new  proof  of  their  devotion,  and  by  their  generous 
impatience  to  be  landed  on  foreign  fhores  where  glory  calls 
them,  the  certainty  of  that  fuccefs  which  they  well  know  how 
to  obtaia  thjere.  Excited,  without  doubt,  by  the  manoeuvres  of 
tl>e  enemies  of  the  republic,  which  (government  know)  have 
ght,  and  ftill/eek,  to  miflead  the  army  deftined  for  theexpe- 
ion,  the  troops  of  the  94th  4emi -brigade,  embarked  on  board 
fhip  la  Conftitution,  and  thpfe  of  the  24th  demi-brigade, 
barked  on  board  the  frigate  la  Coquille,  have  behaved  in  si 

manner 
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manner  titiworthy  of  republicans  and  Frenchmen.*  I  announce  to 
the  army,  that  they  will  be  fent  to  the  depots  of  their  corps,  and 
that  they  (ball  neither  participate  in  the  dangers  nor  the  honours 
tf  the  fecoad  expedition. 

Emanuil  Grouchy,  General  of  Divifioiu 
Head  Quarters,  Brejl,   12  Nivofe  (Jan.  l.J 
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The  Marquis  Del  Campo  to  the  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Citizen  Minifter, 

'TpHE  amicable  reception  at  Toulon  of  the  Spanifh  fquadroo,  as 
-*■    well  as  the  public  marks  of  efteem  and  intereft  which  the  in- 
habitants  of  Toulon  evinced  upon  the  occafion,  were  extremely 
well  calculated  to  excke  the  fenfibility  of  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  them,  he  directed  me  to  tranfmit, 
without  delay,  to  the  French  government  the  fincere  expreffion* 
of  his  gratitude ;  and  I  haften  to  acquit  myfelf  of  this  order  with 
ib  much  the  inore  pleafure,  inafmuch  as  the  generous  fentiments 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  which  I  entreat  you  to  convey  to  the 
Executive  Dire&ory,  are  new  and  fure  pledges  of  the  union  which 
tiappily  fubfifts  between  the  two  powers'. 

Permit  me.,  citizen  minifter,  to  profit  of  this  occafion,  and 
"renew  my  aflurances  of  the  moft  perfecYconfideration. 

Marquis  Del  Campo. 
'"    Paris,  Jan.  3.  '         ; 
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Mrom  the  Ecclefiajlical  Eftates>  December  24.  In  confequence  of  the 
fetter  written  by  General  Buonaparte  to  Cardinal  Maffei,  requeu- 
ing him  toperfuade  his  Halinefs  to  recommence  pacific  Negotiations  t» 
prevent-  the  March  of  the  French  Armies  againjl  his  territories  >  the 
Court  of  Rome  put>tijhcd  the  following  Anfwer  by  the  above-mentioned 
Prelate ; 

General, 

T  HAVE  taken  the  trouble  to  lay  your  Iettex  at  the  feet  of  his  Ho- 
.*  lineis.  The  Sovereign  Pontiff  entrufted  with  that  authority 
Upon  earth,  which  is  evident  by  the  example  which  Jefus  Chrift 
4U3d  hU  faithful  fufeje&s  have  afforded  to  the  whole  world,  has  con* 
tinualiy  hiid  the  prefervation  of  the  peace: and  unity  of  Chriftcndom 
n^areft  at  heart,  and  has  made  fuch  facrifices  as  an  unbounded  ta- 
lerafion  only  could  have  fuggefted. 

When  France  was  firft  agitated  by  the  unhappy  events  which 
fe*vc  opprefTed  her  during  feven  years,  he  was  grieved  to  the  fouf; 
but  ftill  did  not  forget  that,  according  to  his  vocation,  he  was  the 
father  of  Chriftendom.  \ 
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When  he  obferved  his  children  falling  into  the  greateft  errors, 
he  was  perftmded  that  he  ought  to  make  ufe  of  mild  meafures  only 
to  reclaim  them*  in  hopes  that  it  would  pleafe  the  Difpofer  of  all 
Things,  to  remedy  their  blindnefs,  and  bring  them  back  to  juft  and 
equitable  principles. 

His  Holinefs  accordingly  rejefled  every  worldly  confideration, 
making  the  moft  important  facrifices  to  Obtain  a  peace  between 
France  arid  the  eccleliaftical  eftates. 

Your  government  has  been  blinded  by  the  fuccefsful  progrefs  of 

^ts armies  in  Italy,  and  in  confequence  of  an  inlcier:Me  abufe  of 

of  its  good  fortune;  it  has  not  contented  itfelf  with  (hearing  the 

3heep  while  living,    but  afterwards    wifhed   w'aoiiy   10  devour 

them. 

The  French  government  demands  that  the  Pope  fhould  facrificc 
his  own  foul,  and  thofe  of  the  people  e. mm  (ted  to  his  care ;  it 
demands  the  total  deiriiJii^n  of  the  principles  which  conftitute  the 
gofpel,  the  fubltance  ot  Chriflianity,  morality,  and  church.- 
difcipline. 

His  Holinefs,  deeply  mortified  at  thefe  intolerable  demands, 
withdrew  to  feek  Divine  affiftance,  and  to  invoke  the  good  plea- 
fure  of  the  Almighty  to  elighten  him  with  direfiions  how  to  de- 
mean himfelf  under  fuch  unpleafant  circumftances.  Undoubtedly 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  then  given  to  the  Pope,  to  remind  him  of  the 
condu&  of  the  martyrs  ;  but,  fince  all  his  efforts  to  bring  the  Direc- 
tory to  a  more  reasonable  way  "of  thinking  were  fruitlefs,  it  was 
neceflary  that  the  court  of  Rome  fhould  prepare  for  war.  Europe 
is  now  to  decide  upon  its  motives. 

The  death,  General,  with  which  you  endeavour  to  terrify  us, 
is  the  commencement  of  eternal  life  to  the  righteous,  as  well  as 
the  final  period  to  the  tranfitory  and  apparent  profperity  of  the  un- 
godly, and  the  beginning  of  their  torments,  unlefs  they  are  al- 
ready produced  by  remorfe  of  confeience. 

It  is  granted  that  your  army  is  formidable,  but  you  yourfelf 
know  it  is  not  invincible.  Againft  it  we  (hall  oppofe  our  ftrength, 
our  firmnefs,  and,  above  all,  that  confidence,  infpired  by  a  juft 
caufe,  with  the  divine  afliftance  which  we  hope  for.. 

We  are  well  perfuaded  that  infidels  and  modern  philofopbers 
ridicule  every  kind  of  fpiritual  afliftance ;  but  if  Providence  fhould 
now  blefs  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  your  armies,  no  doubt,  will  have 
a  woeful  experience  of  their  efficacy. 

I  perfe&ly  agree  with  you,  that  your  war  with  the  Pope  will  not 
he  attended  with  much  honour  to  yourfelf ;  but  relative  to  the 
little  danger  you  expeft  to  meet  with,  our  confidence  in  God  does 
jaot  permit  us  to  fuppofe  that  any  danger  will  attach  to  us,  but  to 
you  and  your  army  exclufively. 

I  now  return  to  the  principal  objefl  of  your  letter, — You  deflre 
:e — it  is  what  we  wifli  for  with  ftill  greater  energy.     Grant 
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us  fuch  equitable  terms  as  may  be  convenient  for  us  and  our  faith- 
ful allies,  and  you  will  find  both  parties  ready  to  fubfcrtbe  to  them  :• 
the  Pope,  on  his  part,  will  make  any  concefGons  which  do  not 
militate  againft  his  duties  to  obtain  that  tend.  We  believe,  Ge- 
neral, that  perfonally  you  are  inclined  to  thofe  principles  of  juf- 
tice  and  humanity  which  aftuate  perfons  of  efteem  ;  and  it  will 
always  be  the  greateft  pleafure  to  me  to  unite  my  efforts  in  co-r 
operating  in  the  wholefome  work  of  pacification. 

(Signed)  Maffei. 


General  Bouonaparte    to  General  Rufca9    upon   the  Infurre&ion  of 

Carfagnana  and  Ferrara, 

'TTHE  town  of  Carrara,  a  part  of  Carfagnana,  and  particularly 
"*•  the  town  of  Caftelnuovo,  are  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion.  The 
miferable  infurgents  have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  by  per- 
fidious, agents,  who  are  over-running  Italy,  to  excite  the  people  to 
revolt,  and  to  involve  them  in  all  the  horrors  of  war.  You  will 
proceed  to  Caftelnuovo,  with  a  moveable  column ;  you  will  di- 
redl  the  chiefs  of  the  rebels  to  be  fhot ;  you  will  fend  twenty  hof- 
tages  to  Milan;  you  will  order  the  houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Modena's 
confeflbr,  who  is  the  author  of  the  rebellion,  to  be  deftroyed  ;  you 
vill  ere&  upon  the  fite  of  it  a  pyramid,  with  this  iafcription :. 
«5  The  punifhment  of  a  prieft,  who,  abufing  his  facred  miniftry, 
preached  revplt  and  afTaffination."  You  will  affemble  the  magif- 
trates,  the  chiefs  of  the  different  convents,  and  all  the  re&ors  ;  you 
will  tell  them  from  me,  that  as  long  as  the  minifters  of  religion 
fliall  be  influenced  by  true  principles,  as  the  Cardinal  Maltei,  the 
Archbifhop  of  Bologna,  and  the  Bifhops  of  Pa  via  and  Modena, 
who,  by  their  wifdom,  and  the  purity  of  their  morals,  recall  to 
mind  the  firft  ages  of  the  church,  I  (hall  refpedt  them,  their  pro-* 
perty,  and  their  cuftoms,  as  long  as  they  contribute  to  public  tran- 
quillity, and  to  the  general  good  ;  but  when  the  facred  nature  of 
their  miniftry  fhall  become  in  the  hands  of  difafFeded  perfons  an 
ipftrument  of  difcord  andof  civil  war,  I  will  treat  them  without  any 
xefpeft ;  I  will  deftroy  their  convents,  confifcate  their  property, 
^nd  punifh  perfonally  the  re£tor§  and  curates  of  villages,  who  (ball 
have  demeaned  themfelves  ill. 

You  will  afterwards  proceed  to  Carrara,  and  from  thence  to 
Leghorn,  where  you  are  to  join  the  garrifoa  of  that  place,  and  the 
moveable  column,  which  you  will  find  at  Bologna,  under  the 
command  of  General  Lanus,  to  defepd  the  coafts  of  Tufcany 
from  all  inyafion  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh. 

' "    '    •  (Signed)        Buqnaparte. 

IAUmt  Jan,  J.  ^^ 
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The  Comfntfjion  of  the  National  Ajfembly  for  Foreign  Affairs,  refrt- 
fenting  the  People  of  Batavia,  to  Citizen  Noel,  Minifter  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  French  Republic* 

Citizen  Minifter, 

T7T7E  perform  a  very  pleafant  ta(k,  Citizen  Minifter,  in  com- 

,  municating  to  you  the  intereft  which  your  note  of  the  14th 
Nivofe,  fifth  year  of  the  French  republic,  has  excited  in  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  reprefenting  the  people  of  Batavia,  by  which 
you  communicate  to  them  officially  the  rupture  of  the  negotia- 
tions opened  between  the  French  government  and  the  Britiih  ca- 
binet. 

The  National  Aflembly  has  recognifed,  in  the  faithful  condu£fc 
which  the  Executive  Dire&ory  has  obferved  in  that  negotiation* 
the  dignity  of  a  great  nation,  which  knows  how  to  vanquifh  her 
enemies,  but  which  defires  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  difafters  of  war  in 
a  manner  confident  with  her  glory  and  her  real  interefts  ;  and  its 
negotiations;  by  affording  the  firft  example  of  a  publicity  fo  proper 
to  infpire  confidence  towards  the  government,  which  feels  that  its 
meafures  need  not  be  covered  with  the  veil  of  myftery,  fet  alfo  to 
-Europe  a  ftriking  example  of  greatnefs,  and  love  of  peace. 

The  National  Aflembly  has  feen  with  a  lively  farisfadlion,  but 
without  aftonifhment,  the  fidelity  of  the  French  government  in; 
the  obfervance  of  a  treaty  which  fo  happily  fubfifts  between  the 
two  republics.  It  was  never  alarmed  with  regard  to  the  defigns 
of  the  Englim  negotiator,  perfuaded  that  all  the  propofitions 
ivhich  mignt  be  contrary  ro  the  engagements  of  France,  would 
lie  reje&ed  by  the  Executive  Directory. 

The  National  Aflembly  has  likewife  feen,  with  fatisfa&ion, 
the  happy  concurrence  in  opinion  between  the  two  governments* 
teftified  to  it  by  the  pleafure  the  French  government  felt  in  hear- 
ing of  the  decree  by  which  the  unity  of  the  republic  is  declared  to 
be  the  bafis  of  the  conftitution,  which  will  be  fubmitted  for  ac* 
ceptance  to  the  people  of  Batavia.  This  teftimony  will  ferve  to 
piake  it  redouble  in -zeal  to  haften  its  important  labours,  and  to 
£ontrib,ute  thereby,  as  much  as  dejpends  on  it,  to  render  the  Bata* 
yian  nation  happy  in  herfelf,  ufeful  to  her  allies,  and  formidable 
to  her  enemies. 

We  have  already  given  orders  to  our  minifter  with  the  jFrench; 
Republic  to  exprefs  our  gratitude  to  the  French  government,  but 
fae  are  too  well  aware  of  your  zeal  in  contributing  to  cement 
more  and  more  the  union  between  the  two  republics  not  to 
deem  it  a  pleafure  to  entreat  you  to  become,  in  a  like  manner,  the 
organ  of  our  fentiments  with  the  Executive  Directory,  and  to  af-> 
fure  it,  that  the  Batavian  republic,  deeply  moved  at  the  conducV 
^4hich  her  ally  never  ceajes  to  obferve  towards  her,  ought  to  ac- 
mXiir~  '        ". \  knowledge* 


(  9    ) 

knowledge  thfcm  fuperior  in  power. and  means,  but  cannot  yield 
to  it  in  zeal  and  defire  of  contributing,  as  much  as  its  prefent  en- 
feebled (late  will  permit,  to  their  mutual  welfare. 

Greeting  and  fraternity ! 
(Signed)        J.  H.  Stoffenberg,  Jun. 

Huoo  Gerers, 
J.  B.  Bechler, 
A,  J.  Desitter, 
W.  A,  De  Bevers/ 
Hague,  Jan*  6>  1797,  third  year 
of  Bat  avian  liberty. 


Letter  from   the  Extraordinary  Deputies  of  the  French  commercial 

Towns  to  the  Minifier  of  the  Finances. 

"VOU  have  de  fired,  Citizen  Minifter,  that  we  fhould  give  you 
our  opinion  on  the  utility  of  banks  in  general,  and  on  the 
poflibility  of  eftablifhing  one  at  this  time  in  France, 

All  private  banks,  like  any  other  copartnership  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, depend  folely  upon  the  jperfonal  credit  of  thofe  who  form 
them,  and  are  neceflarily  circumfcribed  both  in  their  object  and 
in  their  operations.  We  have  therefore  confidered  thefe  queftions 
only  as  they  relate  to  an  eftablifhment  in  fome  degree  national, 
which,  by  its  extent,  might  render  important  fervices  to  com- 
rrtercc,  give  facility  to  the  application  of  the  refources  of  govern- 
ment, and  afford  all  the  advantages  which  ought  to  be  expected 
from  it. 

The  circumftances  under  which  fuch  eftablifhrnents  are  formed, 
muft  always  have  an  influence  upon  the  mode  of  their  organiza- 
tion, and  that  fyftem  which  might  appear  proper  to  be  followed 
in  our  prefent  fituation,  would  not  perhaps  offer  the  fame  advan- 
tages at  a  more  diftant  period,  even  though  the  propofed  meafure 
of  creating  a  bank  fhould  now  be  thought  proper  to  be  adopted. — 
This  confederation  has  determined  us  to  direct  our  attention  folely 
to~the  probability  of  the  fuccefs  to  be  expected  in  eftablifhing  * 
very  extenfive  national  bank. 

It  ought  firft  to  be  obferved,  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  banks ; 
♦  banks  which  are  merely  depots,  and  banks  of  circulation. 

The  former  are  merely  the  cafhiers  of  the  merchants,  >  who 
.  place  their  money  in  them,  and  who  draw  upon  them  for  their 
payments.  Thefe  banks  facilitate  mercantile  tranfactions,  by 
accelerating  the  payments  of  creditors  ;  but  far  from  augmenting; 
the  mafs  of  the  circulating  medium,  they  tend  to  concentrate  it  in 
a  few  hands ;  and,  under  this  view  of  the  fubject,  it  cannot  b» 
wifhed  that  a  bank  of  this  kim)  fhould  be  eftabiiftwd.  V      - 

Vo&rVI.  C  ~  -CtaM 


(  Id  ) 

Circulating  batiks,  on  the  contrary,  a&  upon  their  own  credit. 
They  fupply  the  want  of  fpecie  by  iifuing  a  paper  which  ferves  a* 
its  reprefentative,  and  which  public  confidence  allows  to  be  taken 
in  payments.  Their  capitals  are  known,  their  tranfa&ions  are 
public,  each  individual  may  appreciate  the  extent  of  their  re- 
fources,  the  nature  of  their  engagements*  and  found  his  confi- 
dence upon  the  knowledge  of  the  real  guarantee  which  they  offer 
him. 

Great  eftablifhments  of  this  kind  have  often  aflifted governments 
in  their  preffing  wants  ;  they  have  favoured  the  operations  of  com- 
merce, and  they  have  facilitated  great  enterprifes.  It  is  therefore 
to  the  confideration  of  the  utility  and  the  poflibility  of  fuch  an 
eftablifhment,  that  we  wifh  to  direft  your  attention. 

The  general  queftion  of  the  utility  of  banks  to  commerce  has 
often  been  warmly  agitated,  but  has  not  always  received  the  fame 
folution. 

Circulating  banks  being  the  means  of  extending  that  credit  by 
which  trade  is  vivified,  it  cannot  be- denied  that  they  are  fo  far 
ufeful.  But  when  it  is  confidered  that  all  governments  have  abufed 
the  facility  they  poflefs  of  drawing  upon  the  banks,  the  indepen- 
dence of  which  they  have  guarantied  ;  that  they  have  frequently 
by  the1  abufe  of  power  received  private  fortunes,  and  given  deep 
wounds  to  public  credit ;  it  mufr  be  confeffed  that  banks  have  alfo 
their  inconveniences,  and  that  they  have  not  always  proved  advan- 
tageous. 

A  circulating  bank  cannot  be  eftablifhed  independent  of  public 
confidence.  Its  profits  confifting  in  the  advantage  of  a  growing 
capital  procured  by  iffues  of  bills  or  notes,  credit  is  the  only  bafia 
©f  its  prosperity. 

Confidence  arifes  from  a  variety  of  circumftances  which  rnuft 
all  concur  to  eltablWi  it,  and  the  abfence  of  only  one  of  them 
weakens  the  favourable  impreffion  which  the  union  of  all  the 
others  might  be  able  to  make. 

The  property  of  the  debtor,  the  notoriety  of  his  abilky  to  pay, 
his  prudence  in  his  enterprifes,  the  ftate  of  legiflation  with  regard 
*o  the  prote&ion  and  fecurity  of  property,  may  be  confidered  atf 
among  the  principal  bafes  of  public  confidence.  Any  bank  which 
might  be  formed  under  the  direftion  of  the  mod  virtuous,  the 
mod  enlightened,  and  the  molt  wealthy  men,  would  certainly  failf 
if  it  did  not  poflefs  a  fecurity  capable  of  operating  full  conviftion 
fh  every  mind,  that  no  power  could  in  future  feize  upon  its  funds^ 
nor  break  the  contract  fubfifting  between  it,  the  proprietors  of  hs 
ftoek,  and  the  public. 

"Tfote  is  in  France  a  general  repngnance  to  the  idea  of  any 
great  aflbciation,  which*  concentrating  the  property  of  many  citi- 
zens in  the  hands  Of  a  few  individuals,  accountable  in  fome  manner 
■*  +hepublic  for  their  management,  would  leave  to  the  government 
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the  power  of  taking  pofleffion  of  the  common  ftock.  Recolled- 
ing,  that  under  the  pretence  of  a  fimilar  eftablifhment,  fo  man/ 
fortunes  were  deftroyed  at  the  commencement  of  this  century,  the 
very  name  of  a  bank  infpires  terror  in  the  greater  part  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  it  cannot  be  diflembled,  that  in  all  the  circumftances  in 
which  the  fyftem  has  been  produced  under  different  forms,  the  go- 
vernment has  constantly  mifunderftood  the  duty  which  the  refpe& 
due  to  property  ought  to  have  impofed  upon  it. 

The  holders  of  (hares  of  the  ftock  of  the  Caifle  d'Efcompte,  of 
the  India  Company,  and  of  the  Aflurance  Company,  have  been 
deprivec^of  their  property,  and  would  not  now  receive  five  percent, 
for  the  capital,  originally  inverted  in  thefe  funds,  under  the  au-' 
thority  of  the  exifting  laws. 

The  aflignats  performed  the  function  of  a  national  bank,  mort- 
gaged on  the  domains  of  the  ftate  ;  but  the  aflignats  were  foon  de- 
prived of  their  fecurity,  and  thofe  whom  a  blind  confidence, 
founded  upon  a  folemn  guarantee,  which,  indeed,  they  could  not 
but  believe  inviolable,  had  engaged  to  preferve  this  paper  money, 
have  feen  it  deftroy  itfelf,  and  operate  their  own  ruin. 

The  refcriptionjs  were  foon  ifiued  from  anew  bank  *they  were 
an  anticipation  of  the  revenues  of  the  republic,  but  the  fecurity  on 
which  they  refted  was  not  more  refpeded. 

The  frefli  wound  which  the  mandats  have  given  to  the  rights  of 
property  is  fo  obvious,  that  it  need  not  be  mentioned.  They  have 
been  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  fome  difhoneft  men,  which  has  en- 
abled them  to  rob  their  creditors  under  the  facred  name  of  the  laws. 
The  public  opinion  has  juftly  condemned  this  pernicious  inftitu- 
tion,  and  they  are  about  to  experience  the  fame  fate  as  the  af- 
fignats. 

How  then  is  it  poflible  to  fecure  public  confidence  in  the  mort- 
gage given  to  the  eftablifhment  of  any  bank  whatfoever  ? 

The  nation  abhors  every  plan  which  feems  to  have  a  tendency 
to  re-introduce  the  ruinous  fyftem  of  paper  money.  The  people 
would  con  fide r  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  propofed  bank  merely  as  a 
new  kind  of  aflignats,  refcriptions,  or  mandats,  prefented  to  them 
under  a  new  form,  but  always  under  that  of  a  paper,  which, 
though  free  to-day,  might  be  circulated  by  force  to-morrow,  and 
thus  occafion  once  more  the  deftru&ion  of  all  property. 

Long  misfortunes  make  men  fufpicious,  fometimes  they  render 
them  unjuft,  and  it  would  certainly  be  wrong  to  judge  of  future 
events  by  thofe  that  are  paft ;  but  the  experience  of  good  can  alone 
deftroy  the  impreflion  of  evil. 

The  prefent  form  of  our  government  is  doubtlefs  fuch  as  will 
prevent  the  return  of  a  tyrannic  legiflation,  which  has  annihilated 
commerce  and  the  arts,  becaufe  it  is  the  intereft  of  a  popular  go- 
rernment  to  be  juft,  that  it  may  conciliate  the  pdblic  o^u " 
which  is  its  principal  tlrength.     We  are,  thereioie>  u\\W 
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await  the  rcfult  of  its  beneficent  views ;  but  the  hope  of  the  future 
will  neither  e.Tace  the  remembrance  of  the  part,  nor  the  feeling  of  v 
;  the  prefent.  The  effe&s  of  anarchy  bear  ftill  heavy  upon  com- 
merce, which  is  now  only  riling  from  its  ruins.  The  capitalifts 
are  diflipated  or  fled,  our  manufactories  are  (hut  up,  and  every 
mercantile  relation  has  ceafed.  Continual  changes  in  the  mea- 
sures of  the  legiflature  prevented  any  commercial  undertaking. 

The  beft-founded  Speculations  become  abortive,  becaufe  the 

laws  which  authorife  them  are  altered  before  they  can  be  realifed. 

vMuch  muft  be  done  before  trade  can  be  reftored  to  its  ancient 

.  energy.     Time,  and  the  operations  of  wife  laws,  can  alone  repair 

-the  evils  it  has  Suffered. 

When  all  the  traces  of  the  revolutionary  fyftem  (hall  be  effaced, 

n  when  commerce  (hall  be  emancipated  from  the  fetters  with  which 

it  is  ftill  loaded,  when  the  {lability  of  the  laws  fhall  permit  it  to 

refume  its  wonted  efforts,  confidence  will  foon  Spring  from  its 

profperity. 

We  cannot  difTemble,  Citizen  Minifter,  that  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  bank  does  not  to  us  appear  poflible  in  the  prefent  circum- 
flances  ;^|hat  the  want  of  public  confidence  is  one  of  the  principal 
caufes  which  would  be  oppofed  to  its  SucceSs ;  and  that  there  ap- 
'  pears  to  us  reaSon  to  apprehend  that  any  precipitate  meaSure 
wbich  might  be  now  adopted  would  deftroy  at  once  all  the  good 
effe&s  which  may  be  expedted  from  Such  aft  eftablifhment  here- 
.  after. 

We  have  already  ftated  to  you,  in  our  letter  of  the  4th  Nivofe, 

..  two  meafures  which  we  are  qf  opinion  muft  have  a  fenfible  influ- 

.  ence  upon  the  return  of  public  confidence  ;  and  though  we  are 

ftill  ignorant  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  legiflature  with  regard  to  the 

.  propofitions  we  have  mad|e,  we  fhall  hafterj,  notwithftanding,  to 

tranSmit  to  you  our  ideas  of  the  meafures  which  appear  to  us  ne- 

ceffary  for  the  reftorajtion  of  credit. 

THE    EXTRAORDINARY    DEPUTIES 
OF    COMMERCE. 

Paris,  1 8  Nivofe,  (Jan.  Tj* 


Mejfage  of  the  Executive  TMreclory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 
*f  y>th  Nivofe  (Jan.  igj,  on  the  Pay  of  the  Soldiers. 

Citizens  Representatives, 

HTHE  obje&  which  the  Executive  Directory  is  at  preSent  to 
_  communicate  is  one  to  which  it  calls  your  utmoft  Solicitude, 
and  which  certainly  will  engage  it.  It  regards  the  pay  of  a 
number  of  brave  defenders  of  their  country,  who,  after  having 
^oufly  fhed  their  blood  in  its  defence,  ought  at  laft  to  be  al- 
'  to  rcpofe.  under  the  (hade  of  th$  laureAs  which  they  have 
or  wait  till  Come  new  dangers  occur  to  lelutafc  \hfc\x  wxv% 
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The  multiplied  proofs  of  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
which  thefe  brave  warriors  have  given,  and  the  juft  intereft  which 
you  have  ever  teftified  for  their  welfare,  forbid  the  Dire&ory  anew 
to  paint  in  detail  the  facrifices  they  have  made  to  their  country 
fince  the  commencement  of  this  war.     They  are  all  prefent  to 
your  memory,  and  will  ever  remain  engraved  upon  your  hearts* — 
The  facred  caufe  of  liberty  could  alone  command   them ;  and 
while  we  laboured  to  diminifh  the  number,  they  collected  new 
ftrength  to  make   additional  facrifices,  if  they  had  been  found 
neceffary.     Happily,  however,  circumftances,  far  from  requiring 
more  confiderable  ones  during  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  the 
fplendid  victories  atchieved  by  the  armies  of  the  republic,  and 
your  paternal  folicitude,  have  rendered  them  lefs  numerous  and 
lefs  fenfible.     The  Executive  Dire&ory  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
moment,  in  fhort,  is  arrived,  when  it  is  proper  to  fix  definitively 
in  metallic  value  the  pay  of  ttie  troops,  and  to  re-eftablifh  in  the 
adminiftration  of  a  part  of  this  pay,  that  order  and  economy  which 
this  mode  of  payment  can  alone  produce,  and  which  it  is  of  fo 
much  importance  to  lay  down,  as  well  for  the  welfare  of  our 
brave  brothers  in  arms,  as  to  lay  open  that  labyrinth  of  dilapi- 
dation and  abufe  which  can  only  be  radically  overthrown  by  a 
total  change  of  fyftem.     The  Directory,  therefore,  propofes  to 
re-eftablifli  the  plan  of  maffes  nearly  upon  the  fame  footing  as  they 
exifted  before  the  war.     In  this  view  there  is  annexed  a  copy  of  a 
detailed  memorial  tranfmitted  by  the  minifter  at  war,  as  well  as 
another,  to  the  fame  effe&,  with  the  rate  of  pay  diftin&ly  dated. 
With  regard  to  the  defenders  of  their  country,  of  every  rank, 
who,  in  confequence  of  feveral  partial  treaties  of  peace,  or  even 
.  of  a  general  peace,  fhould  no  longer  find  themfelves,   for  the 
moment,   neceffary  in  the  armies  in  aftion,  and  who  fhould  be 
defirous  to  remain  upon  their  lifts  to  be  recalled  upon  the  firft  oc- 
cafion  for  their  fervices,  the  Executive  Directory  is  of  opinion 
-  that  it  cannot  fail  to  be  of  advantage  to  theanterefts  of  the  country 
to   allow  them,  when   at   home,  half  pay,  or  quarter  pay^  ac- 
cording  to  their  rank,  »in  fuch  a  manner,    however,    that  the 
maximum  of  this  allowance  is  not  to  exceed,  even  for  the  higheft 
rank,  4000  livres  a  year.     Thefe  foldiers,  then,  inftead  of  a  re- 
tired penfion,  will  enjoy  the  valuable  advantage  which  they  defire 
fo  ardently,  of  continuing  toconftitutea  pait  of  the  effective  army, 
and  fhall  be  paid  the  whole  of  the  pay  correfponding  to  their  rank 
from  the  moment,  and  for  all  the  time,  they  ihall  be  called  to  ferve 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  in  adtive  employment. 

The  Directory  like  wife  propofes,  citizens  reprefentatives,   to 
place  upon  the  fame  footing  the  brave  foldiers  who,  either  from 
age  or  infirmities  incurred  in  the  fervice,  fhall  find  themfelves 
precluded  from  the  hope  of  being  able  to  combat  tY\e,  ewsxcCxs.*  cSj 
the  republic,  and  who  cannot  be  placed  eitVvet  \u  \Yv&  xv^v^ 
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houfe  which  is  particularly  deftined  for  their  reception,  nor  in  the 
veteran  corps.  In  this  manner  the  penfions  of  all  military  perfons 
will  be  revifed  into  half  or  quarter  pay,  dif charged  like  it,  exa&ly 
and  monthly.  This  is  the  only  method  which  the  Directory  can 
difcover  to  reconcile  in  a  proper  manner  the  intereft  of  the  republic 
with  what  is  due  to  its  brave  defenders,  whofe  means  of  fubfiftence 
ought  at  no  period  to  remain  precarious.  It  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  legiflative  body  to  judge  of  the  changes  proper  to  be  introduced 
into  this  fyftem  which  the  Executive  Dire&ory  takes  the  liberty 
to  propofe,  when  upon  a  general  peace  circumft^nces  call  on  them 
to  make  a  diftribution  of  the  milliard  of  national  property  folemnly 
promifed,  and  which  it  referves  to  thofe  brave  defenders  of  their 
country,  who  with  fo  much  glory  and  fuccefs  have  founded  and 
defended  the  republic  again  ft  a  hoft  of  foes,  and  that  hydra  of  ene- 
mies, ftill  fpringing  up  afrefh  for  its  deftruftion.  The  Executive 
Dire&ory,  citizens  reprefentatives,  cannot  too  ardently  invite  you 
to  take  this  meffage  into  your  mod  ferious  confideration. 

(Signed)  P.  Barras,  Prefident. 

Lagar.de,  Secretary. 


Meffage  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Ancients  and  of 
Five  Hundred,  on  the  6th  Pluviofe  (Jan.  2$J9  on  the  Viclories  in 
Italy. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

fTTHE  Executive  Direftory  h?ftens  to  inform  you  of  the  prodi- 
•■*  gious  fucceffes  which  have  been  juft  gained  by  the  brave  army 
of  Italy.  The  following  is  the  refult  of  the  feries  of  a&ions  which 
have  taken  place  between  the  23d  Nivofe  to  the  a6th,  both  inclu- 
sive, occafioned  by  the  new  attempts  which  the  enemy  have  made 
to  relieve  Mantua. 

Twenty  three    thoufand    Auftrians  taken   prifoners,     among , 
whom  are  three  generals,  and  all  the  battalions  of  the  Vienna  vo- 
lunteers, fix   thoufand  of  the  enemy  killed  or 'wounded,  fixty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  twenty- four  (lands  of  colours  taken. 

All  the  enemy's  baggage  feized,  with  a  regiment  of  huflars,  and 
all  the  convoy  of  grain  and  oxen,  which  the  enemy  wanted  to 
throw  into  Mantua. 

After  this  happy  news,  we  have  'reafon  to  think  that  the  capn 
ture  of  this  important  fortrefs  will  conclude  the  labours  of  the 
invincible  army  of  Italy  and  its  intrepid  general. 

(Signed)  P*  Barras,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary. 


A  Letter 
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A  Letter  frdm  General  Buonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 

of  Italy y  to  the  Executive  Directory. 

Citizens  Dire&ors, 

VOU  will  find  enclofed,  intercepted  letters,  which  are  extremely 
■*•    interefting,  as  you  will  fee  by  them  the  obitinate  bad  faith  of 
die  court  of  Rome. 

(Signed)     Buonaparte. 


The  following  is  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Cardinal  Bufca  t9 
Monfeigneur  Albini,  at  Vienna,  certified  to  be  authentic  by  General 
Bu*naparte. 

THE  news  which  you  fend  me  are  more  and  more  confoling. 
I  learn  by  the  two  laft  couriers,  that  Baron  Thugut  has  changed 
his  language  in  fpite  of  my  myfterious  air.  We  can  no  longer 
doubt  of  the  afliftance,  fi nee  both  the  Emprefs  and  he  have  pro- 
mifed  it ;  it  appears  alfo  that  Baron  Thugut  counts  upon  us,  at 
lead,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  fpeedy  departure  of  General  Colli> 
by  the  obligation  impofed  upon  him  to  vilit  our  troops,  and  by  the 
frianner  in  which  we  have  been  called  upon  to  recover  our  ter- 
ritory ;  every  thing  announces  that  we  may  already  confider  them 
as  allies. 

They  no  longer  talk  to  us  of  facrifices.  Have  they  abandoned 
the  idea  ?  I  certainly  may  be  too  fanguine,  and  therefore  (hall 
not  be  confident  till  the  treaty  is  figned  upon  the  conditions 
fketched  out  in  my  laft  letter.  Now  that  you  are  vefted  with  full 
powers,  M.  Thugut  can  no  longer  praftife  tergiverfation,  and* 
ofcourfe,  muft  come  to  a  decifion. 

As  for  myfelf,  as  long  as  I  am  permitted  to  hope  for  the  afliftance 
•f  the  Emperor,  I  (hall  temporize  refpe&ing  the  propofitions  for 
peace  which  the  French  have  made  to  me.  You  cannot  conceive 
the  arts  they  have  employed  to  oblige  me  to  give  Cacault  an 
anfwer  ;  fome  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  by  holding  out  the  hope 
of  better  terms,  others  fey  fears  and  threats  -y  but,  Iteady  to  my 
opinion,  and  jealbus  of  my  honour,  which  I  fhould  think  were 
compromifed  by  treating  with  the  French  while  a  negotiation  is 
pending  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  I  can  neither  fuffer  myfelf  ta 
be  feduced  nor  intimidated,  and,  till  I  am  compelled,  I  (hall  not 
change  the  part  that  I  have  taken.  You  cannot  doubt  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  thefe  fentiments. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  the  French  have  a  great  defire  to  con- 
clude a  peace  with  you.      I  have  a  recent  proof  of  it  in  the  fub- 
joincd  letter  of  the  nuncio  at  Florence  ;  and  by  the  anfwer,  of^j 
which  I  kniyou  a  copy,  you  will  fee  how  I  have  cou&u&^A  otj-™ 
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fclf.  I  fend  you  two  copies,  that  you  may  have  it  In  your  powef 
to  quote  the  conftancy  arid  the  good  faith  with  which  I  treat 
•  »  #  ##  j  gjVe  ihe  general  great  credit  for  bringing  with  him 
two  officers,  particularly  one  of  genius,  in  which  we  are  miferably 
deficient.  He  ought  alfo  to  bring  feveral  fubalterns  to  inftru&  the 
troops.  The  euiogium  parted  upon  Colli  by  Marfhal  La  fey  is 
extremely  gratifying  to  me. 

Since  you  are  perfuaded  that  Baron  Thugut  will  be  jealous  i£ 
you  fpeak  to  any  other  perfon  but  himfelf  in  favour  of  our  caufe, 
abandon  the  meafures  which  I  propofed  to  you  at  the  time  that  the 
Baron  did  not  entertain  the  fame  good  intentions  which  he  at  pre- 
sent manifefls.  Perfevere,  however,  in  paying  court  to  all  thofe 
who  may  be  ufeful  to  you,  however  matters  turn  out. 

You  may  have  feen,  from  my  difpatches  by  a  former  courier, 
that  I  have  thought  of  an  expedition  of  fome  Auftrian  troops  to 
Romania,  to  unite  with  ours ;  1  have  thought  alfo  that  fhey  might 
embark  at  Triefte  and  land  at  St.  Antoine.  Cherifh  this  plan, 
which  may  be  of  great  advantage  both  to  the  Emperor  and  to  us  ; 
and,  if  it  is  realized,  we  (hall  be  prepared  to  make  the  fame  contract 
which  was  made  by  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

You  will  do  well  to  comply  with  the  requifitions  Which  the  civil 
power  has  made  upon  you  by  means  of  your  brother. 

Monfeigneur  Stay  has  not  yet  finiflied  the  briefs  which  you  aik  ; 
of  courfe  I  cannot  fend  you  them.  His  Holinefs  does  not  think 
proper  to  give  the  other  briefs  you  propofe  ;  becaufe,  before  they 
are  addrefled  to  all  the  Catholic  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  it  would 
be  to  declare  a  war  for  religion  before  the  time,  as  it  is  not  in  hte 
power  r\>  conceal  the  proceedings  from  the  French ;  befides,  for 
the  reafons  that  I  have  mentioned,  we  (hould  be  expofed  to  their 
indignation,  without  being  fure  of  the  alliance  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty. 

According  to  the  inftru&ions  you  give  me  upon  the  point  of  a 
war  for  religion,  St.  Peter  will  fend  you  fome  briefs,  and  make  out 
others. 

If  the  treaty  offclliance  is  concluded,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  have 
it  figned  by  the  nuncio,  provided  that  M.  Thugut,  with  whom 
he  is  not  on  a  very  good  underftanding,  does  not  oppofe  it. 

I  fend  to  Monfeigneur,  the  nuncio,  the  pontifical  briefs  for  the- 
Emperor  of  Ruffia,  &c. 


CON- 
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Conspiracy  against  the  republic. 

Council  of  Five  Hundred,   i%  Pluviofe  (Jan.  31^. 

'T'HE  following  meflage  from  the  Directory  was  read  : 
Citizen  Reprefentaiives, 

THE  Executive  DireQory,  which,  for  a  long  time,  held  and 
purfued  with  equal  care  and  a&ivity  the  fecret  and  principal  threads 
of  a  dreadful  confpiracy  begun  by  certain  emiflaries  of  the  pre* 
tended   King  of  France,  Louis  XVIII.  has  juft  caufed  to  be-/ 
arretted  four  chiefs  of  this  new  attempt  againft  liberty  and  the    <*' 
republic.     You  will  find  annexed  a  copy  of  a  report  wrjich  the'    W 
Minifter  of  Police  has  made  to  "us  upon  the  new  crimes  which 
were  meditated  by  the  confpirators. 

The  Direftory  will  tranfmit  to  you  the  documents  it  has  already 
collected,  and  the  additional  information  which  it  can  procure 
after  the  farther  invefligation  of  the  affair,  and  when  the  meafures 
of  police  fhall  no  longer  require  them  to  be  kept  fecret. 

(Signed)  Rewbeli,  Prefident. 

Lacarde,  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Minifter  of  the  Police  was  then  read. 

For  a  confiderable  time  paft  (faid  he),  I  have  been  apprifed, 
both  by'the  reports  of  the  officers  of  police,  and  by  my  corref- 
pondence  in  the  departments,  that  there  were  at  Paris  com- 
miflioners  of  the  pretended  Louis  XVIII.  employed  in  corref- 
ponding  wTith  his  jpartizans  in  all  the  departments,  and  in  orga- 
nizing a  fecret  plan,  in  order  to  overturn  the  republic,  and  efta- 
blifh  royalty  on  the  ruins  of  France,  and  by  the  extermination  of 
republicans.  But  this  was  not  fufficient.  It  was  requifite  to  af- 
certain  who  were  thofe  commiffioners,  to  inveftigate  the  particu- 
lars of  their  plot,  and  the  proofs  of  their  guilt.  Whilft  they  did 
nothing  but  confpire  the  means  of  executing  their  plot,  it  was 
very  difficult  to  furprife  them  ;  I  could  only  exercife  the  greatefl 
vigilance. 

But  when,  after  having  prepared  all  the  means  for  carrying 
their  plot  into  effeft,  they  began  to  feduce  individuals  in  particular 
fituations,  we  watched  them  more  clofely.  The  royal  com- 
miflioners  began  by  making  levies  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVI II* 
but  with  fuch  caution  that,  though  we  found  out  the  names  of  in- 
dividuals enlifted,  we  could  not  difcover  the  names  of  the  chiefs^— 
The  chain  of  confpiracy  was  broken,  and  it  was  difficult  to  trace 
and  combine  the  links.  There  were  fubaltern  agents,  w)io  did 
not  even  know  the  caufe  for  which  they  were  engaged,  and  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  employed.  The 
com  miflioners,  however,  were  perfectly  aware  that  partial  levies 
afforded  but  an  inefficient  force  for  the  execution  0$  vWvx  wtt^ofc-* 


They  thought  that  they  might  fecure  troops  by   feducing  the 
officers.     Infatuated  men  !  How  could  they  fuppofe  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  their  country  would  confpire  to  overthrow  a  govern- 
ment which  they  had  confirmed  and  confolidated  by  fo  many  vic- 
tories ?   I  have  already  given  you  an  account  of  the  proportions 
which  thofe  commiflioners  made  to  Citizen  Malo,  commandant  of 
the  2 lit  regiment  of  dragoons.     They  hoped  that  this  brave  fol- 
8fcr,  who  fo  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  anarchy  in  Floreal  and  Fru&idcr, 
*Iwd  a  heart  vitiated  by  the  calumnies  which  had  fo  long  been  ut- 
.  jjlftred  againft  him. 
Jfc      A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Poly  made  attempts  upon  Citizen 
HP*  Ramel,  commander  of  the  guard  of  the  legiflative  body,  with 
whom  he  had  become  acquainted  at  the  army  of  the  Pyrennees.    It 
required  all  the  patriotifm  which  thofe  citizens  poffefs,   to  enable 
therti  to  lifter  with  any  degree  of  calmnefs  to  the  propofitions 
.  which  were  made  to  them.     I  agreed  to  be  prefent  at  the  houfe 
lfrhere  they   had  appointed  to  meet  the  royal  com  mii  (Turners,  in 
order  to  overhear  the  difcourfe  that  ihould  pais  on  the  occafion. 
I  might  have  arrcfted  them  fooner,  but  it  was  of  importance  to 
know  their  plan  and  their  powers.     Malo,    on  the  9th  of  the 
month,  had  a  conference  with  them,  in  which  he  reprefented 
that,  before   proceeding  further,  it  was  neceffary  to  know  their 
plans,  and  from  whom  they  held  their  powers.     They  admitted 
the  propriety  of  his  fuggeftion,  and  it  was  agreed  that  on  the  1  ith, 
from  nine  o'clock  till  nqgn,  there  fhould  be  a  conference  between 
them  and  Citizen  Malo  at  the  military  fchool,  in  which  they, 
fhould  communicate  to  him  their  powers  and  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions which  they  had  concerted.     I  was  apprifed  of  the  buflnefs, 
and  we  then  confidered  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken.     Trufty 
fbldiers  were  Rationed  at  the  place  of  meeting  in  a  concealed 
fituation,  and  ordered  to  come  forward  on  a  fignal  agreed  upon. 

Every  thing  was  executed*  with  the  greateft  exa&nefs  and  dex- 
terity. The  royal  commillioners  having  come,  and  having  givfcn 
up  their  powers  and  the  plan  of  the  confpiracy,  the  foldiers  came 
forward,  and  feized  the  three  culprits.  A  commiflioner  of  police 
that  was  at  hand  drew  up  the proces  verbal*  One  of  the  commif-  * 
iioners  is  named  Brothier,and  the  other Bethelot-de-la-FHle-Ornoy, 
I  "have  alfo  arretted  the  fecondary  agent  Poly,  refiding  in  the  ftreet 
As  Petites  Ecuries :  at  his  houfe  was  found  a  large  p'ackage  of  let- 
tets,  of  the  contents  of  which  I  am  ignorant.  You  will  find  fub- 
joined  a  copy  of  the  principal  papers  in  pofleffio'n  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  confpirators,  and  of  two  letters,  one  of  Citizen  Malo,  and. 
the  othtr  of  Citizen  Ramel.  Yon  will  fhudder  at  the  recital  of 
thofe  atrocities  which  were  meditated.  You  will  perceive  that 
thofe  cohfpirators  were  no  ftrangers  to  thofe  fymptoms  of  com- 
mon which  for  fome  time  part  have  appeared  in  France;  and 
v  were  bulled  in  bringing  ovex  to  theii  &te  the  oamfans  of- 
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anarchy.  They  wifhed,  from  the  hatred  of  Frenchmen  for  thofe 
exceflcs  committed  under  the  reign  of  terror,  to  derive  an  advan- 
tage for  the  execution  of  their  plot  to  deftroy  the  republic  and 
republicans. 

You  will  find  that  the  pretended  Louis  XVHI.  at  his  acceffion 
to  the  throne,  was  to  publilh  a  general  amnefty;  but  that  this  was 
only  a  fnare  laid  for  republicans,  for  that  the  parliament  was  after- 
wards to  declare  that  the  king  had  no  power  to  grant  fuch  a  par- 
don. They  judged  me  worthy  of  preferving  my  place  till  the  ac* 
ceflion  of  Louis  XVHI.  if  I  had  not  voted  for  the  death  of  Capet. 
I  do  not  know  from  what  circumftances  I  have  merited  the  con* 
fidence  of  thofe  friends  of  royalty  :  I  have  not  in  vain  voted  for 
the  republic,  and  the  deaih  of  tyrants ;  and,  faithful  to  my  oath, 
I  will  not  ceafe  till  my  laft  breath  to  endeavour  to  deted  and  bring 
to  punifbment  the  fa&ious,  whatever  mafk  they  may  aflume. 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INVASION. 

The  following  is  the  Sub/lance  of  the  InjlrucHons  relative  to  the  Baggage 
and  Marches  of  the  Jmiy,  in  cafe  the  Enemy  Jhould  land  in  England^ 
fent  to  all  Generals ,  and  all  Officers  commanding  Regiments,  the  latter 
End  of  January* 

'THE  fervice  on  which  the  troops  may  be  called  will  be  of  fuch 

a  nature  while  it  lafts,  that  the  ufual  convenience  of  the  field 

cannot  be  allowed.     All  unneceflary  baggage  muft  be  removed. 

No  more  than  five  waggon*  and  three  carts  will  be  allowed  to  each 

regiment  for  every  purpoie.     All  other  carriages  whatever  will 

be  ordered  to  a  great  diftance  in  the  rear,  and  if  at  any  time  found 

near  the  army,  will  be  ordered  to  be  deftroyed.     Officers  muft 

prepare  for  moving  in  the  lightett  manner.    The  baggage  of  each 

officer  muft  be  contained  in  a  fmall  portmanteau.     One  tent  will 

be  allowed  for  fixteen  men.     During  the  march  every  officer  will 

remain  with  hisdivifion,  and  never  quit  it  on  any  account.     No 

foldier  to  be  permitted  to  leave  his  rank.     The  march  muft  be  fo 

regulated,  that  the  troops  may  advance  three  Engliih  miles  in  an 

hour  and  a  quarter.     The  troops  (hould  always  coniider  themfclves 

as  if  in  the  prefence  of  an  enemy.     The  line  of  march  mult  never 

be  lengthened,  if  it  can  be  avoided.     The  proper  clofenefs  of  the 

march,  on  all  occafions,  is  a  point  of  the  niched:  confluence* 

,  The  troops  muft  march  on  the  greateft  front  the  roads  or  overtures 

will  allow.     The  line  of  carriages  muft  at  no  time  ftop,  whatever 

accidents  may  happen  to  any  individual  one ;  but  fuch  carriage  muft 

inftantly  be  drawn  on  one  fide,  and  repaired,  if  poflible.     The 

officers  commanding  the   fevcral    divifions  of  carriages  will  be 

anfwerable  for  the  ftricl;  obfervance  of  this  article^  a  faili 

Which  might  Hop  and  endanger  a  whole  anjiy .. 
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Front  the  unremitting  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  troops  every  fuc* 
cefs  may  be  hoped  for.  In  many  fituations  our  objeft  will  be,  in 
flopping  the  progrefs  of  an  enemy,  if  fuperior  in  number,  and  en- 
deavouring to  penetrate  into  the  country,  inftead  of  keeping  all 
our  forces  colle&ed,  to  oppofe  him  in  front,  to  allot  a  part  only 
for  that  purpofe,  and,  by  throwing  the  reft  in  different  bodies  on 
his  flank,  and  even  in  his  rear,  as  he  advances,  to  circumfcribe 
his  movements,  and,  by  unremitting  attacks,  to  make  his  progrefs 
flow  and  uneafy.  This  will  not  be  difficult  to  attain,  (hould  his 
march  be  confined  to  the  great  roads  of  the  country,  from  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  his  columns,  and  as  an  attack  any  where  would  necef- 
farily  make  a  (lop  every  where.  Should  he  endeavour  to  open 
parallel  routes,  and  to  march  in  feveral  connected  columns,  this 
operation  could  be  much  retarded,  would  occafion  great  delay 
in  point  of  time,  and  give  us  great  advantage  in  affembling  and 
increafing  our  numbers. 

In  oppofing  the  enemy  in  this  manner,  every  thing  will  depend 
on  the  alertnefs  of  the  troops,  the  lightnefs  of  their  equipment, 
and  their  being  freed  from  every  incumbrance  of  baggage,  car- 
riages, or  even  a  numerous  artillery.  It  will  depend  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  how  far  the  cavalry  can  give  fupport  on  fuch 
occaflons  to  the  infantry;  but  in  general  they  will  be  deftined  to 
annoy  and  circumfcribe  the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  march.  In  car- 
rying on  this  kind  of  war,  the  troops  would  hardly  ever  be  able 
to  encamp,  but  when  it  was  apparent  that  the  enemy,  from  ne- 
ceflity,  would  be  obliged  to  remain  in  fome  particular  fituationy 
or  that  we  took  up  a  lituation  that  was  to  be  maintained.  For 
this  ftate  of  aftion  we  muft  always  be  prepared,  and  though,  while 
it  lafts,  exceedingly  fevere  for  the  troops,  rnuft  be  more  than, 
equally  diftrefling  for  the  enemy,  as  his  difficulty  muft  increafe 
the  further  he  advances  into  the  country ;  and  whenever  he  be- 
comes obliged  to  eftablilh  a  chain  of  pofts  to  keep  up  his  commu- 
nication with  the  point  from  which  he  originally  departed,  fuch  * 
pofts  will  ctrtainly  be  forced  and  cut  off,  and  he  thereby  reduced 
to  the  greateft  extremity,  while  the  country  open  to  our  rear  will 
afford  us  every  help  and  affiftance,  and  enable  us,  when  he  ar- 
rives at  a  certain  point,  and  when  it  is  judged  proper  with  united 
and  increafed  force,  to  attack  and  utterly  defeat  him. 


RESCRIPT* 
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RESCRIPT, 

l 

Jddreffid  to  his  Excellency  M.  de  Fahenberg,  Direclorial  Afinijfer 
of  Auftria  at  Ratijbon^  on  the  Part  of  his  Majejly  the  Emperor  and 
King,  dated  Feb.  J,  J  797* 

tllS  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King,  in  beholding  the  prodi- 
*"A  gious  efforts  of  an  enemy,  who,  according  to  his  irreligious 
and  artful  fyftem,  permits  himfelf  all  poflible  means  to  enfure  fuc- 
cefs,  and  confidering  the  hazards  attending  the  fate  of  arms,  has 
always  endeavoured  to  make  the  ftates  underftand  how  impolfible 
it  would  be  for  him,  without  the  mod  efficacious  afliftance  of  the 
whole  empire,  to  refift  alone  the  danger  which  threatens  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  Germanic  body  with  its  ruin,  and  the  indivi- 
dual members  of  the  empire  with  the  entire  lofs  of  their  pof- 
feffions. 

The  exiftence  of  this  impending  danger  had  plainly  enough  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf,  when  one  of  the  moil  powerful  ftates  of  the  empire 
abandoned  the  common  caufe,  to  conclude  with  the  enemy  a 
peace,  which,  as  it  is  conjectured,  contains  fecret  conventions 
that  cannot  but  be  far  from  favourable  to  the  integrity  of  the  Ger- 
manic empire. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  and  alarms  gained  an  additional  weight, 
when  feveral  Protejiant  pxincesand  ltatesof  thq  empire,  following 
the  aforefaid  example,  and,  in  the  midft  of  a  war  deliberated  by  one 
common  accord,  did  not,helitate  to  ceafe  co-operating  in  the  defence 
of  the  Germanic  empire,  their  country,  by  acknowledging  and 
admitting  the  line  of  demarcation  and  neutrality.  The  danger 
becoming  greater  every  day,  his  Majefty  feveral  times  app riled 
of  it  the  ftates  of  the  empire,  and,  above  all,  the  ecclcliaftical 
ftates  :  he  ftrove  to  perfuade  them,  that  their  farther  exiftence  was 
threatened  ;  that  there  were  forging  fecretly  plans  of  feculariza- 
tion,  and  that,  according 'to  appearances,  it  was  intended  to  aflign 
any  fort  of  indemnity  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates,  and  to  force  the 
•  Germanic  empire,  divided  and  incapable  of  defending  itfelf,  to 
accept  this  facrifice  as  the  principal  bafis  of  the  conditions  of 
peace,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  French  forces,  united  with  the 
Protejiant  power  dependant  on  Pruflia. 

Notwithftanding  the  accuracy  of  thefe  reprefentations  on  the 
part  of  his  Majefty,  they  did  not  however  wifh  to  own  and  be 
convinced  of  them  till  now  ;  and  by  a  miftaken  oeconomy,  they 
would  not  recur  to  the  only  means' of  falvation  propofed  by  his 
Majefty,  which  were  to  oppofe  the  enemy  with  all  the  poflible 
forces  of  the  ftajte.  At  prefent  fince  the  projefls,  which  the  ewe- 
m  mies  themfeJves  have  mantfetted,  have  tranfpired  by  \\ve  t\e^C\fc- 
iions  qf  peace  entered  upon  at  Pans  aiyi  rendered  ^v\>\\cr  tvj& 


perfon  will  doubt  the  apprehenfions  of  his  Majefty  having  been 
perfectly  well  founded,  that  the  fccvlarizathn  of  the  different  ec- 
clefiaftical ftates  of  the  empire  ilill  continues  to  make  part  of  the 
enemy's  deftrucVive  plan  ;  and  trjat,  in  confluence,  the  admoni- 
tions, of  his  Majefty,  and  his  proclamation,  particularly  to  the 
ecclcfialUcal  ftates,  to  unite  them fc lyes  as  clofely  as  poflible  with 
him,  were  well  worthy  of  their  taking  the  trouble  to  refleel  upon 
4hem  in  time. 

The  ecclefiaftical  ftates  cannot  have  failed  to  obferve.  after  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  negotiations  for  peace  opened  at 
Paris,  that  his  Majefty  would  not  acquiefce  in  the  plans  prejudi- 
cial to  the  empire  ;  that  he  has  each  time  conftantly  rejected 
them,  and  that  he  has  manifefted  that  he  would  not  accept  of  in- 
demnities at  the  expenfe  of  the  faithful  and  patriotic  ftates  of  the. 
-empire  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  refolved  rather  to  hazard 
nil,  and  to  make  his  laft  efforts  than  be  farced  to  it. 

His  Majefty  expe&s,  that  in  the  face  of  the  imminent  and 
preffing  danger  which  menaces  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates,  the  elec- 
torates, the  principalities,  and  the  other  ftates  of  the  empire, 
they  will  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  deliberate  among 
themfelves  upon  the  means  of  forming  a  clofe  union  •  with  the 
auguft  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  of  giving  fuccour  to  his  Majefty  in 
every  poflible  manner,  by  ufmg  all  the  forces,  all  the  means, 
which  are  in  their  power,  arid  to  ftrengthen  his  Majefty  in  the 
generous  refolution  of  defending  with  vigour,  both  during  the 
war  and  at  the-conclufion  of  peace,  the  rights  and  the  caufe  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  ftates  and  the  country. 

In  this  cqnfident  expectation,  the  Directorial  Archducal  em-" 
bafly  of  Auftria  ihall  pofitively  demand,  that  the  contingents  of 
all  the  ftates  of  the  empire  which  expedt  any  farther  affiftarice 
from  the  imperial  and  royal  court,  be  furnifhed  as  fpeedily  as 
poflible,  complete,  according  to  the  quintuple  proportion,  and 
provided  with  all  the  military  ftores,  as  likewife  the  difcharge  of 
the  arrears  ftill  due  in  Roman  months,  &c.  in  order  that  at  the 
opening  of  the  enfuing  campaign,  where  it  will  be  required  to 
acl:  with  all  poflible  vigour,  .we  may  afcertain  in  due  feafon  the 
effective  amount. of  the  troops  that  will  be  employed,  as  well  as 
the  other  auxiliary  means  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war. 


Speech  of  Dumas  in  the  Council  of  Ancient  sy    on  the  2%d  Pluvoife^ 
(Feb.  ii, J  upon  tfce  Surrender  of  Afantua. 

'TpHE   furrender   of  Mantua  terminates  the   moft   memorable 

•  -*-    campaign,  the  moft  diftinguiihed  by  the  glorious  and  terrible 

events  at  war,    of  any  which  has  occui^d  in  liiftprv.      What 

StCIKAYBHttt* 
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Frenchman,   detained  at  home  by  public  duty  or  by  domeftic. 
cares  which  he  could  not  forego,  has  not,  at  the  recital  of  thofe 
vidories,  felt  the  moft  lively  regret  that  he  could  not  fhare  in  the 
hzTftd  of  our  laurels  ?    So  much   genius,  valour,   and    fortune, 
have  fignalized  the  progrefs  of  our  arms  during  the  courfe  of  this 
feffion,  that  the  legiflative  power,  and  the  executive  power,  have 
acquired  the  greafelt  credit,  as  well  as  powerful  means  to  eltablifli 
the  profperity  of  the  republic  by  the  conclufion  of  general  peace. 
After  this  grand  decifion  of  the  fate  of  empires  by  the  fortune  of 
war,  what  are  thofe  obfeure  confpiracies,  thofe  infulated  efforts 
feparated  from  the  common  intereft  and  the  common  caufe,  an&» 
which  only  acquire  importance,  becaufe  they  furnifh  food  to  in- 
trigue, to  factions  aim  oft  annihilated,  to  paflions  that  had  nearly 
fubfided?   It  appears  to  me,  that  as  often  as  a  grand  victory  is 
announced  to  us,  as  we  are  pleafed  with  following  in  detail  our 
general  and  our  foldiers,  and  as  we  admire  in  idea  the  proceedings 
on  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  fame  manner  they  look  to  our  con- 
duit, and  attend  to  our  fpeeches  at  this  peaceable  meeting.     Let 
them  receive,  in  return  for  thofe  laurels  which  they  have  pur- 
chafed  for  the  republic,  ■  a  Cure  pledge  of  our  civic  virtues ;  that 
the  unity  of  fentiment  which  takes  place  in  their  breads  upon  the 
frgnal  for  battle,  exifts  equally  here^  and  animates  us  to  purfue 
their  example :  as  our  brothers  in  arms,  let  us  lend  them  a  mu- 
tual fupport ;  ht  our  ranks  not  be  more  difunited  than  their  bat- 
talions ;  let  the  generous  confidence  which  arifes  from  a  confei- 
oufnefs  of  fuperior  ftrength  ;  let  the  honourable  pride  which  we 
may  he  allowed  to  conceive,  and  which  our  brave  volunteers  dif- 
play,  infpire  us  with  fentiments  truly  republican.    Let  us  banifh 
all  diftruit !    it  belongs  only  to  weaknefs  and  fear  ;  fuch  a  fenti- 
ment does  not  become  the  conquerors.     Thus,  then,  let  every 
public  fentiment  which  we  here  bring   forward  as  the  tribute 
which  we  owe  to  the  fovereign  people,  freely  exprefled,  be  tranf- 
.  mitted  to  them  pure  as  the  heart  which  di&ated  it. 

In  the  bofom  of  »vi<9ory  it  is  glorious  to  talk  of  peace  ;  and  I 
.think  I  fulfil  the  firft  of  my  duties  in  prefuming  to  fay,  that  a 
"general  peace  was  in  Mantua  with  as  much  reafon  as  it  was  for- 
merly aflerted  that  it  was  in  Maeflricht.  Without  pretending  to 
accelerate  thofe  wife  meafures  which  the  government  ought  to 
take,  without  forming  any  prefumption  on  the  value  and  ufe  of  - 
our  conquefls — without  vaunting  on  the  territories  we  poflefs  be- 
yond the  twor  pillars  of  the  French  Hercules,  let  us  bear  the  ex- 
pTeffions  of  the  public  voice,  and  the  national  congratulations  to 
the  conquerors  of  Italy. 


Sj>tec\j 
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Speech  of  yean  Debry,  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  ViBd* 

ries  of  the  Armies  of  the  Republic 

IT  is  not  to  us,  it  is  not  to  any  representative  of  the  people,  it  is 
not  to  any  true  republican,  that  this  feries  of  prodigies  will  ap- 
pear incredible  ;  and  when  I  rife  to  fpeak,  it  is  as  much  on  ac- 
count of  the  new  propofition  I  have  to  make  to  you,  as  to  pay  to 
our  brave  defenders  that  tribute  of  gratitude  which  every  French- 
man owes  them. 

Every  Frenchman,  I  fay,  for  I  do  not  count  in  the  number 
of  Frenchmen  thofe  who  have  difgraced  the  name,  thofej  who 
tremble  at  the  word  republic,  and  who  think  themfelves  lowered 
by  the  good  title  of  citizen  ;  infamous  calumniators  of  all  that  is 
great  and  good,  more  infenfible  than  the  enemy  itfelf,  even  on 
this  morning  they  throw  out  the  mod  atrocious  afperfions  upon  the. 
brave  army  of  Italy,  and  upon  its  intrepid  general. 

It  is  thefe  whom  you  may  obferve  daily  profecuting  a  fyftem 
of  defamation  and  outrage  againft  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  the 
republic — its  liberty  ;  confounding  with  its  religious  worfhip  and 
the  refpeft  for  the  law,  as  well  as  its  adminiftrators,  which  now . 
exift,  thofe  times  of  calamity,  of  faults,  of  errors,  and  of  crimes, 
.  "which  have  fullied  the  beft  revolutions,  and  of  which  they  endea- 
vour to  avail  themfelves,  in  order  to  effecT:  a  counter  revolution  ; 
it  is  thefe,  who,  impatient  of  the  exterior  figns  of  joy,  and  of 
touching  confufion,  which  would  obtain  in  this  fitting  when  your 
defires  were  likely  even  to  outrun  the  news,  now  p>refs  around  you, 
and  at  this  moment  are  endeavouring  to  poifon  in  youx  mind  my 
intentions  and  expreffions.  They  are  eternally  talking  of  the 
misfortunes  of  the  ftate,  and  inceifantly  invoke  diftruft  and  con- 
tempt upon  thofe  who  are  verted  with  the  higheft  authority,  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  healing  the  wounds  which  are  the 
inevitable  confequences  of  a  great  and  radical  change,  and  from 
alleviating  the  hardships  of  the  annuitants,  the  fate  of  the  indigent, 
and  the  fituation  of  the  foldier  upon  the  frontiers. 

They  talk  of  peace,  the  conftant  objecT:  of  pur  wifhes  ;  but  they 
fay  not  a  word  upon  the  conduct  of  our  enemies,  one  of  whom 
prefentcd  to  us  the  mofl  abfurd  and  degrading  propofitions, 
while  the  other,  up  to  the  laft  battle,  pretended  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  exiftence  of  the  republic,  and  defired  to  treat  with  the  King 
of  France. 

Yes,  we  (hall  have  peace,  but  we  fhall  have  fuch  a  peace  as  to 
infure  us  againft  the  future  defolations  of  war  ;  we  fhall  have  a 
peace  founded  upon  victory.  Bleflings  !  ten  thoufand  bleflings,  on 
the  foldiers  of  liberty!  they  alone  are  the  true  pacificators  of  Eu- 
rope ;  they  feal  the  republic  with  their  blood,  they  will  defend  it; 
and,  forfooth,  all  thofe  glorious  exploits  which  adorn  the  hiftory 
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of  our  campaigns,  have  been  achieved  for  the  purpofc  of  procuring 
us<a  matter. 

Montelefimo,  Pizziggithone,  Lodi,  Areola,  all  thefe  victories 
are  the  fillers  of  the  brilliant  triumph  of  this  day  ;  you  have  feen 
the  fate  of  the  republic  dependant  upon  each  of  them  individually. 
Well,  this  is  the  time  for  renewing  the  proportion  I  made  in  a 
former  fitting,  and  upon  which  the  want  of  an  official  commu- 
nication then  prevented  me  from  infi fling  ;  I  recall  to  your  recol- 
lection the  heroic  devotion  of  Buonaparte  and  of  Angereau,  v  o 
decided  the  doubtful  victory  at  Areola,  by  feizing  a  Frenehfland- 
ard  and  planting  it  in  the  midft  of  the  enemy. 

Open  the  treafure  of  public  recompences  ;  do  not  neglect'thi*  . 
powerful  fpring  of  action  in  a  generous  nation.     Let  the  prefcnt    ^ 
tefti  monies  of  the  national  gratitude  be  a  fure  pledge  to  our  de-  *.. 
fenders  of  the  joys  which  await  them  at  their  firefides,    when 
we  fliall  clafp  in  our  arms  (I  repeat  the  expreflion)  the  pacifki-. 
tors  of  Europe. 

[This  fpeechwas  ordered  to  be  printed.] 


STATE  OF  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Meffage  from  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 

5  Ventofe  (Feb.  23).  ^ 

'T^HE  news  brought  from  St.  Domingo  by  the  Rhinoceros  and 
Aimable  Lucile,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Council  by  two  different 
meflages,  announced,  that  tranquillity  had  fucceeded  th -;  ilorms 
that  had  taken  place  fince  the  30th  Ventofe.  This  date  of  usn- 
quillity  remained;  and  difpatches  from  the  colony,  dated  the  iSth 
of  laft  Nivofe,  arrived  at  I/Orient,  by  the  frigate  Semillante, 
after  a  paflage  of  thirty- feven  days,  contain  very  fatisfactory 
details.  ,  ' 

A  new  guarantee  of  liberty  was  neceffary  for  thofe  men  "whom 
the  decree  of  the  16th  Pluviofe,  2d  year,  had  called  to  the  rights 
of  citizenfhip.  Intrigue  and  malevolence  had  abufed  their  natural 
credulity  ;  attempts  had  been  made  ipr  carry  them  to  excetfes 
•which  were  to  be  turned  againft-  themfelves.  In  fome  quarters 
thefe  attempts  had  fucceeded :  and  whilft  we  were  told  here  that  they 
were  unworthy  of  the  bleflingthat  had  been  granted  them,  beyond 
the  tropic,  your  intentions  were  even  calumniated.  ,  It  was  faid 
to  the  blacks  that  you  would  repeal  the  law  that  had  rendered 
them  free  ;  they  were  told  that  yon  would  not  fnffer  them  to  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  the  conftitution  ;  they  were  told  that  it  was  only 
made  for  the  Frenchmen  of  Europe. 

The  agents  of  the  Directory  proclaimed  the  conftitutionai  act. 
The  new  citizen  read  the  15th  article  of  the  declaration  of  the 
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rights  and  duties  of  men.     He  was  fummoned  to  the  T*rimary  Af- 
femblies,  and  he  left  them  blefling  the  French  republic. 

Since  that  time  the  cultivator  returned  to  his  labour — labour  is 
,     in  a&ivity — troubles  have  difappeared,  the  north  and  weft  ar$ 
now  tranquil,  and  every  thing  announces  that  this  tranquillity  will 
be  permanent. 

The  cities,  and  particularly  the  Cape,  begin  to  fill  with  inha- 
bitants. Twenty-eight  houfes,  let  on  the  26,  27,  28,  and  29th 
Frimaire,  produce  an  increafe  of  55,000  livres  beyond  the  price 
which  they  fetched  laft  year.  The  magazines  and  houfes  in  that 
city  are  now  rebuilding. 

A  wife  and  vigorous  proclamation  was  promulgated,  to  bring 
'    back  thofe  who  had  been  mifled  in  the  fouth.     Other  meafurey 
were  adopted,  and  they  have  produced  a  beneficial  effeft. 

The  habitations  that  have  been  abandoned  have  been  let  by  leafe, 
and  this  new  mode  has  been  perfectly  fuccefsful.  Seven  habita- 
tions, that  were  unproductive  for  three  years,  were  let  laft  Fri- 
maire for  112,000  livres. 

A  fincere  love  for  the  country,  a  fixed  hatred  to  the  ferocious . 
Englilh,  have  re-animated  the  zeal,  the  courage,  and  the  in- 
duftry  of  all  the  French  of  St.  Domingo  ;  and  whilft  thofe  in  the 
interior  apply  their  time  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  thofe  who 
occupy  the  lea-coaft  are  inventing  daily  new  means  of  defolating. 
the  commerc*  of  Great  Britain  :  the  coafts  of  St.  Domingo  fwarm 
with  (hips  manned  with  republicans  united  by  the  fame  fentiments* 
the  fame  affc&ions,  the  fame  wants  : — that  of  having  a  country  is 
felt  above  all. 

The  vi&ories  of  our  armies  in  Europe  have  been  celebrated  ire 
the  colony  by  a  public  fete  on  the  icth  Nivofe.  The  official  dis- 
patches which  contained  the  details  of  thefe  viftories,  arrived  at' 
St.  Domingo  time  enough  to  prevent  the  effedl  which  fome  jour- 
nals, to  which  calumny  feems  to  be  a  neceflary  nourishment,  and 
which  have  announced  that  our  armies  were  deftroyed,  might 
have  produced.  Confternation  was  extreme.  Happily,  how- 
ever, it  was  not  of  long  duration.  Mirth  and  joy  foon  fucceeded 
to  grief  and  affliction . 

The  Dire&ory  would  fain  be  able  to  paufe  at  this  fatisfaflory 
pi&ure  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  St.  Domingo;  they  would  fain 
riot  have  to  fpeak  of  a  crime  unknown  till  this  day,  and  which  be- 
longs exclufively  and  entirely  to  the  furious  Englifh.  Thefe  fe- 
rocious enemies  have  contrived  armour,  furnifhed  with  long  iron 
points  extremely  fharp,  with  which  they  arm  large  dogs,  which 
they  fend  into  our  ranks,  when  they  fight  with  our  battalions. — 
You  will  more  eafily  conceive  the  purport  of  this  new  effort  of 
Britifh  genius,  when  you  (hall  know  that  almoft  all  the  republi- 
can troops  in  the  colonies  are  accuftomed  to  go  with  their  lega. 
^aked,   However,    this  atrocity  has  not  fepreffed  the  French 
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energy,  and  fin^e  |t  has  been  put  in  pra&ice,  its  authors  have 
often  experienced  that  nothing  can  flop  men  who  fight  for 
liberty. 

(Signed)         Rewbell,  Prefident. 

LagardEj  Sec.  Gen. 
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DESCENT  UPON  WALES, 

Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 

Mayor. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb.  25,   1797. 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  intelligence 
*  has  been  received  that  two  French  frigates,  a  corvette,  and  a 
lugger,  appeared  off  the  coaft  of  Pembrokefhire,  on  the  22d  inft. 
and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  difeinbarked  fome  troops  (reported 
|>y  deferters  to  be  about  1200  men,  but  without  field  pieces). 
Every  exertion  had  been  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant ^nd  gen- 
tlemen of  that  county  and  its  neighbourhood,  for  taking  the  proper 
(teps  on  this  occafion  ;  and  the  greateft  zeal  and  loyalty  had  been 
ihewn  by  all  ranks  of  people*  Immediately  on  an  account 
having  been  received  at  Plymouth  of  this  force  having  appeared 
in  the  Brjftol  channel,  frigates  were  difpatched  from  Plymouth 
in  quell  of  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My'Lord,  &c. 

(Signed)  Portland. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 


Order  of  the  Council  to  the  Bank  of  England ',  to  flop  Payments  in. 

Specie. 

At  the  Council  Chamber^  Whitehall,  Feb.  16,   1 797. 

DY  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty's  moft  Honourable  Privy  Coun- 
**  cil.     Prefent, 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  Spencer, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

Duke  of  Portland,  Lord  Grenville, 

Marquis  Cornwallis,     '  Mr.  Chan,  of  the  Exchequer. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
ftatingthat  from  the  refult  of  the  information  which  he  has  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  inquiries  which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  make 
refpefiing  the  effect  of  the  unufuai  demands  for  fpecie,  that  have 
been  made  upon  the  metropolis,  in  confequence  of  ill-founded  or 
exaggerated  alarms  indifferent  parts  of  the  country,  it  sweats 
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that  unlefs  fome  meafure  is  Immediately  taken,  there  may  be 
reafon  to  apprehends  want  of  a  fufficient  fupply  of  cafli  to  anfwer 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice  ;  it  is  the  unanimous  o'pinioti 
of  the  board,  that  it  is  indifpenfibly  neceflary  for  the  public  fer- 
vice, that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  (hould  forbear  if- 
fuing  any  ca(h  in  payment  until  the  fen fe  of  Parliament  can  be 
taken  on  that  fubjecl,  and  the  proper /meafu  res  adopted  thereupon, 
for  maintaining  the  means  of  circulation,  and  fupporting  the  public 
and  commercial  credit  of  the  kingdom  at  this  important  conjunc- 
ture ;  and  it  is  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  this  minute  he  tranfmitted 
to.  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired, on  the  grounds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  to.  conform 
thereto  until  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  can  be  taken  as  aforefaid. 

:       ,'    (Signed)         W.  Fawkener. 


»f        .—  ''■:     w      .■  j        j  :  "  rur 


Declaration  to  General  Clarke,  on  the,  244b  December,  1796. 

lTnHE4court  of  Vienna  caufed  to  be  fignified  to  the  French 
-*•  agent,  General  Clarke,  that  it  did  not  approve  of  his  arrival 
and  reception  at  Vienna,  to  accelerate  a  general  peace,  as  the 
great  diftance  between  Vienna  -and  Paris  would  occafjpn  great 
delay  in  the  negotiations,  and  Lord  Malmefbury  had  already  been 
charged  to  exert  himfelf  at  Paris  for  Auftria,  with  regard  to  a  ge- 
neral peace.  That  (hould  General  Clarke  have  been  Cent  to  in- 
duce Auftria  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  or  to  conclude  an  armi- 
ftice,  his  endeavours  in  theibrmer  cafe  would  be  fruitlefs,  and  h* 
the  tatter  unneceffarvj  as  no  Separate  propofitions  for  peace  would 
be  lifiened  to,  and  the  Archduke  Charles  had  full  powers  himfelf 
to  conclude  an  armifticet 
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Correfpondence  between  Pruffta  and  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

nPHJ£..Pruftian  ambaffador,  Marquis  Lucchefini,  prefented  a 
**■  note  to  the  Imperial  minifters  in  the  courfe  of  lart  July,'  fet- 
ting  forth  the  intention  of  the  court  of  Berlin,  to  obtain  the  Em- 
peror's approbation  of  the  meafurts  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
north  of  Germany,  by  means  of  an  armed  neutrality,  and  in 
which  the  fecurity  of  thofe  diftridls  is  avowed  to  be  his  chief 
end* 

The  Imperial  minifters  returned  an  anfwer  about  the  end  of 
the  fame  month.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  declared  in  that 
anfwer,  that  it  appeared  that  thofe  meafu  res,  however  much  the 
times  required  a  more  general  and  conftitutional  union  to  fecond 
thejuft  defence  of  the  country  in  general,  were  a  combination  to 
ward  offjin  invafion  ftill  remote ;  yet  that,  considered  in  a  proper 
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light,  they  were  not  contrary  to  the  fundamental  bafis  and  fpirit 
of  the  conftitution,  in  as  far  as  thofe  private  meafures  of  defence 
and  fecurity  of  the  North  of  Germany,  were  not  founded  upon 
unlawful  fuppofitions,  or  applied  to  legalize  an  u  neon  fti  tut  ionai 
pretext  for  evading  the  obligations  which  the  binding  laws  of  the 
Empire  generally  prefcribed  to  attain  the  objed  of  the  fecurity  of 
all   Germany.      However,  his   Imperial    Majefty,  were\he   to 
grant  his  unlimited  approbation  to  the  principles  manifefted  on  the 
fnbjeft,  would  a&  in  contradiflion  to  the  fyftem  of  ratification  of 
the   20th  of  July,  1795,  and  ufe  too  arbitrarily  his  power  as 
chief  of  the  Empire,  fince  the  laws  renewed  in  the  pre  fern  war 
prohibit  every  feparation  from  the  general  aflbciation  by  the  name 
of  an  armed  neutrality,  and  his  Majefty  is  called  upon  to  preferve 
the  conftitution.     His  Majefty   would,  however,  be  inclined  to 
fan&ion  that  meafure  by  his  approbation,  if  it  were  wholly  con- 
fined to  a  lawful  defence  of  that  country,  and  did  recede  in  nothing 
from  the  principles,  the  form,  and  the  duties  prefcribed  by  the 
form  and  the  laws  of  the  conftitution. 


PROCLAMATION. 

• 

CEVERAL  public  prints  and  private  letters  have  improperly 
**  inferred,  from  the  movements  which  have  recently  taken 
place  in  the  Imperial  and  French  armies  on  the  Lower  Rhine, 
that  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  had  been  concluded  between  the  Au- 
ftrian  and  Republican  advanced  pofts ;  this  is,  therefore,  by  order, 
formally  to  contradict  thefe  falfe  inferences  and  reports,  publicly 
circulated  (they  being  entirely  oppofite  to  the  fentiments  and  in-? 
tent  ions -of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor);  and  it  is  here  added,  by 
way  of  elucidation,  that  the  taking  up  of  the  quarters  of  canton- 
ment  by  the  Imperial  army  of  the  Lower  Rhine  has  in  reality  no 
other  motive  than  that  which  the  nature  of  the  war  has  di Sated 
for  the  winter  feafon  in  this  territory. 

By  the  Imperial  and  royal  commandant  of  the  city  of  Frank* 

fort. * 

2  ijl  Dec. 


JLefcript,  fublified  by  Order  of  the  King  of  PruJ/ia,    refpefting  the 
P  ruffian  Territories  on  the  Left  Bank  of  the  Rhine* 

Frederic  William  II.  &c. 

TX7E  haying  been  informed,  that  an  opinion  has  been  propa- 

gated  through  a  part  of  our  ftate  of  Weftphalia,  fituatcd 

pn  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  to  wit,  the  provinces  of  Gtaits, 
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Meurs,  and  Gueldres,  in  the  a&ual  poflcflion  of  the  French 
troops,  that  fufficient  remonfirances  and  protections  had  not 
been  made  on  our  part  againft  the  various  innovations  and  op^ 
preflions  which  the  French  commiflarics  and  agents  exercifc  over 
our  faithful  fubjeds ;  we  have  therefore  thought  it  good  to  make 
this  public  declaration,  by  means  of  our  regency,  jointly  with 
our  chamber  of  war  and  of  territory ;  and  we  do  publicly,  de« 
dare,  that  we  have  never  ceafed,  nor  (hall  we  ever  ceaie,  to 
intereft  ourfelves  in  behalf  of  our  faid  fubje&s,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  our  envoy  to  the  French  Republic,  and  that  it  is  far  from 
our  intention  to  depart  from  the  bafis  of  the  treaty  of  Bafle  re* 
fpeding  the  civil  or  financial  adrainiftration  of  thole  countries. 

In  concluding  the  treaty  by  which  the  war  between  our  fiats 
and  the  French  Republic  was  put  an  end  to,  it  was  never  our  in- 
tention to  grant  them  more  than  a  mere  military  pofleflion  of  our 
provinces  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine,  till  peace  fhould  be  con* 
eluded  with  the  Emperor ;  and  this  intention,  which  has  been 
taken  as  a  bads  in  the  negotiations,  is  fufficiently  manifeft  by  tho 
tenor  of  the  fifth  article,  which  expreflly  declares,  "  that  the  troops 
of  the  Republic  (hall  occupy  thefe  countries  belonging  to  us." 

The  difference  between  provinces  conquered  from  an  enemy, 
and  thofe  which  belong  to  a  power  in  alliance,  and  which  have 
been  merely  conceded  for.  a  temporary  military  occupation,  is 
fufficiently  evident,  and  it  is  obvious  that  they  ought  not  to  bo 
treated  in  the  fame  manner. 

It  is  therefore  impoilible  for  us  to  believe  that  the  French  go* 
vernment,  confidering  the  amicable  ties  fubfifting  between  us  and 
k,  will  (Uli  oppofe  fuch  evident  reafoning.  It  cannot  fail  to  con-* 
reive,  that  neither  fequeftration  nor  con  fi  feat  ion  of  the  goods  pf 
the  clergy,  nor  the  proje&ed  fale  of  woods,  nor  the  enormous 
contribution  of  three  millions  impofed  on  the  country  between 
the  Meuie  and  the  Rhine,  which  would  entirely  ruin  that  country, 
can  take  place  with  any  regard  to  appearance  of  juftice. 

It  has  already  in  effect  given  our  envoy  at  Paris  the  raoftpofir 
five  aflb«uieeT  that  the  meafures  taken  with  refpecT:  to  the  clergy 
ihould  be  put  an  end  to,  and  that  the  ecclefiaftics  (hould  remain 
in  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  goods  and  revenues:  we  therefore 
conftantly  expefl  the  revocation  of  the  order  for  the  fale  of  woods, 
and,  in  general,  a  renunciation  of  all  thofe  deftruflive  innovations 
relative  to  our  dominions. 

We  (hall  not  by  any  means  recognize  as  valid  the  fales  of  woods, 
which  have  already  taken  place*  to  our  great  aftonifhment ;  and 
we  are  positively  determined  to  have  recourfe  to  the  purchafers  for 
reft itut ion  in  kind,  or  for  the  value  at  which  the  property  fold 
ft  all  be  efti mated  by  our  agents,  and  for  the  damages  which  fhall 
jcfult  from  the  wade  committed  <m  thefe  woods.  - 

Id 
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In  thofe  cafes  where  the  purchafers  cannot  be  found,  we  (hall 
exercife  our  feverity  on  all  thofe  who  arc  employed  by  thefe  laft 
for  cutting  and  carrying  wood.  We,  in  confequence,  exhort  our 
faithful  fubje&s  of  the  faid  provinces  to  remain  allured  of  our 
lading  and  efficacious  protection,  and  to  wait  with  confidence  for 
the  return  of  that  ancient  order  of  things  fo  highly  to  be  defired. 

At  Wefel,  in  our  chamber  of  war  and  territory,  29th  De- 
cember,  1796,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majeity. 

Baron  de  Stein,  Firft  Prefident, 

Given  at   Emmerick,  in   our    regency,  the    29th  December, 
1796,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty. 

Elbirs. 


Paris,  10  Nivofe  (Dec.  30). 

The  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Bat  avian  Republic  to  the  Minijlcr 
for  Foreign  Affairs.     (Second  Year  of  the  Bat  avian  Liberty.) 

Citizen  Minifter, 

T  HASTEN  to  tranfmit  to  my  government  the  letter  of  the  7th 
*  Nivofe,  with  which  you  have  honoured  me,  and  alfo  the  pieces 
which  accompany  it.  The  manner  in  which  the  negotiations 
with  England  have  been  begun,  carried  on,  and  interrupted,  is 
worthy  of  a  great  and  generous  nation,  friendly  to  peace,  and 
fincerely  wifhing  for  its  reftorationA  but  at  the  fame  time  wifhing 
it  in  confiftency  with  its  true  introfts,  and,  above  all,  with  a 
due  regard  to  its  triumphs.  What  will  not  efcapc  the  gratitude 
of  the  citizens  is  the  faithful  folicitude  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory about  every  thing  which  refpe&s  their  liberty,  their  property, 
and  their  independence. 

It  has  already  given  the  Batavian  Republic  a  very  honourable 
place  in  all  the  treaties  which  it  has  concluded  ;  and  what  mutt  Be 
its  fatisfadion  in  receiving  an  official  a  flu  ranee  that  France  will 
be  guided  by  the  fame  fydem  when  (he  negotiates  anew  with  an 
enemy,  jealous  of  our  profperity,  and  ambitious  of  feeing  us 
return  under  its  laws,  an  objtft  which  it  cannot  attain  without 
fpoiling  us  of  our  colonies,  or  putting  us  again  under  the  yoke  of 
a  man  who  conftantly  afted  in  fubfervience  to  England  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  his  own  country!  If  in  calamitous  times  we  were  the 
vi&ims  of  the  crafty  policy  of  the  cabinets  by  which  we 
.  were  furrounded,  the  fupport  of  the  French  Republic  now  fecurcs 
us  a  very  oppofite  influence  and  a  very  different  fate.  Think, 
citizen  miniftef,  on  the  energy  which  the  Batavians  at  all  times' 
exerted  when  that  liberty  was  attacked  ;  think,  above  all,  on  their 
long  and  deplorable  leflbns  of  experience.  We  will  never  a-grce 
to  the  reftoration  of  the  ftadtholderate;  our  patrtotifm  is  izx  viova 
feng  weakened  by  facrlfices,  or  fatigued  by  contrad\&\ott. 

I  \Ne 
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Wc  will  fupport  with  intrepidity  the  caufe  of  our  political  in- 
dependence* A  conftitution  truly  republican  will  Toon  complete 
our  views.  Our  deftinies  are  united  for  ever  with  your's.  We 
will  gladly  (hare  your  dangers  as  well  as  your  fucceflcs ;  and  if 
any  thing  can  (trengthen  the  fentiments  by  which  we  are  united  to 
you,  it  is  certainly  the  recoiled  ion  that,  when  England  vu  fried  to 
di&ate  to  you  our  ruin,  you  reje&ed  the  propofition  with  ail  the 
dignity  of  a  powerful,  faithful,  and  generous  ally  !  Health  and 
fraternity ! 

(Signed)  Meyer. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Head- quarters  at  Brejl,  ^.Nivop  (Jan.  3),  fifth  year* 

Brave  Comrades, 

/GENERAL  Hoche,  under  whofe  orders  you  were  habituated 
^-*  to  conquer,  was  going  to  lead  you  to  new  triumphs*  Yott 
were  going  to  .bring  liberty  to  Ireland,  to.  avenge  the  long- 
continued  injuries  committed  by  the  Englifh  government  upon 
the  French  Republic,  and  to  dictate  to  that  proud  power  the  laws 
of  an  honourable  peace,  which  all  Europe  expeds. 

The  winds  have  betrayed  our  hopes,  the  army  has  been  dil-» 
perfed  by  ftorm,  and  feparated  from  its  chief. 

Soldiers,  returning  to  France  for  a  moment,  you  (hall  not 
linger  uncertain  about  your  dcflination  ;  the  fuccefles  which  were 
promifed  you  are  only  adjourned.  Government  is,  no  doubt,  as 
much  attached  to  the  execution  of  the  glorious  projefl,  which  it 
conceived  for  the  welfare  of  the  Republic,  and  fets  too  great  a 
value  upon  your  fervices  not  to  offer  you  foon  the  means  of  exer- 
cifing  your  energy  and  your  fteadinefs.  No ;  you  will  not  be 
difmayed,  becaufe  ah  adverfe  element  has  this  once  chained  your* 
-hands ;  you  will  not  be  difcouraged  ;  the  road  to  victory  is  now 
known  to  you  ;  we  have  proved  to  the  libellers  of  this  naval  ex- 
pedition that,  notwithstanding  the  rigours  of  the  fcaibn,  nothing 
was  impoflible  to  Frenchmen.:  and,  if  your  appeaiance  alone 
was  fufficient  to  make  England  tremble,  judge  what  you  will 
have  to  expert  when  we  fhall  go  with  more  numerous  forces  to 
attack  it  in  its  bofom. 

Your  chiefs  applaud  the  heroic  firmnefs  which  you  difplayed  in 
the  midft  of  the  dangers  which  encompafled  you  ;  the  Executive 
Directory  is  apprifed  of  it;  you  will  foon  receive,  with  the  tef- 
timony  of  its  fatisfacYton,  the  order,  which  we  all  delire,  to  return, 
and  combat  the  moft  inturiated  enemies  of  our  peace  and  liberty. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  ftaff  of  the  army. 

(Siened)  Cheriw. 

no- 
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PROCLAMATION. 

Cleves,  14  tfivoff  {Jan.  $*, 

tk  Adminijlrafors  of  the  Cantons  of  Cleves  and  Xanten  to  the' Inha- 
bitants of  the  f aid  Cantons. 

Citizens, 

'PHE  <KreQof-jj£n6ral  of  the  conquered  countries  between  the 
**•  Meufe  arid  the  Rhine,  having  the.entire  adminiftration  of  thoTe 
countries,  could  not  Tee  without  the  greateft  furprife  the  order  of 
the  royal  chamber  of  war  and  domains  of  Wefel,  and  of  the 
regency  of  Emmerick,  dated  the  29th  of  December  (CX  S.)t 
which  forbids  the  cutting  down  of  wood  fold,  under  the  penalty 
of  reftitution  and  reprifal. 

We  (hould  be  eflentially  wanting  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duties 
and  obedience,  if  we  fuffered  other  authorities  to  interfere  in  the 
admin iftrative  affairs  of  our  cantons,  without  having  previoufly 
received  a  formal  order  from  our  fuperiors. 

You  have  feen  feveral  times  ordinances  emanating  from  thofe 
authorities ;  you  have  feen  alfo  that  the  French  government 
has  not,  on  that  account*  difcontinued  the  diredtion  of  Pruflian 
as  well  as  of  other  countries.  Do  not  doubt  that  they  will  ftill 
continue  it ;  you  will,  perhaps,  be  convinced  of  it  when  you 
(hall  pay  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  ordinances  have 
been  communicated.  We  appeal  to  the  members  of  thofe  cham- 
fers; if  a  foreign  authority  were  to  intimate  orders  to  them, 
would  not  they  fay,  with  reafon,  "  We  have  a  fovereign ;  it  is 
only  to  him  that  we  owe  obedience  ;"  and  would  not  they  con- 
tinue their  fun&ions  without  paying  any  attention  to  the  order  ? 
We  are  therefore  determined,  citizens,  to  maintain  with  firmnefs 
all  the  operations  undertaken,  or  to  be  undertaken,  in  the  name 
of  the  government  which  we  reprefent,  and  to  punifh  exemplarily 
all  thofe  who  (hall  (hew  any  difobedience  in  any  manner  whatever. 
But  y6u  have  already  given  us  fufficient  marks  of  your  obedience 
io  make  us  believe  that  we  (hall  not  be  forced  to  have  recourfe  to 
fuch  extremities. 

(Signed)  Wass&jSex.;, 

Seibta. 


Declaration  of  the  PruffiHn  Government  at  Wefel. 

hhitt  royaT  chamber  of  war  and  domains  has  learned,  with 
*  (urprile,  from  feveral  quarters  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
tffirf  trie  faeAch  agents  Infill  not  only  upon  the  payment  of  the 
Aff  intfaTmerit  or*  tile  contrition  6t  3,000,000,  but  thai  a  fixed 
fiffiiibeY  of  men  are  glfo  to  be  put  ia  requifition  to  cut  &q 
Vol.  VI.  F 
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wood  deftincd  to  be  (bid*  And  whereas  an  edi£t,  published  by 
the  king's  fupreme  command,  in  that  part  of  the  country,  de- 
clares fnch  a  proceeding  unlawful,  and  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Bade;  the  magi  ft  rates  of  Xanten  can  by  no 
means  be  farther  authorifed  to  make  payments  of  a  flmilar  dfe- 
fcription,  and  to  do  aftions  dircflly  in  oppofition  to  his  majefty's 
royal  intention.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  French  agents,  upon 
a  maturer  inveftigat'ion  of  the  matter,  will  be  of  the  fame  opinion ; 
and  the  magiftrates  of  Xanten  need  to  be  the'lefs  afraid  of  com- 
puHion  by  military  execution,  which  would  render  the  French 
agent  refpcnfible,  fince  we  are  informed  that  the  orders  of  the 
diredory  at  Paris,  purporting  that  the  royal  Pruflian  provinces 
{hall  be  exempted  from  all  farther  requi  fit  ions  and  contributions, 
are  already  arrived  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelfe* 

(Signed)  Seim  burger, 

Von  Bernoth, 

WULFING. 

Done  at  Wefel,  in  the  royal  chamber  of  war  and  domains, 
Jan.  6,  1797. 


Jnfwer  of  General  Wurmfer  to  the  Summons  fent  him  By  Generat 

Kilmaine. 

T  DOUBTED  not,  citizen,  the  fentJments  of  humanity  which 
•*•  you  te(!ifled,  and  which  are  dear  to  me,  but  I  forfeit  all  my  rights 
by  yielding  to  them,  were  I  to  furrender  a  place,  the  defence  of 
which  is  entrufted  to  me  by  my  prince. 


Note  delivered  by  M.  de  JVec\afovichy    Charge  a"  Affaires  of  Rujjia 
to  the  Eleftoral  Circle,  and  that  of  the  Upper  Rhine  * 

-;  A  LTHOUGH,  in  the  aflual  circttm  fiances,  the  emperor,  my 
-"•  /auguft  matter,  thinks  it  not  neceflary  Xo  put  the  refolution  of 
the  late  empjrefs,  his auguft  mother,  into  execution  ;  his  Imperial 
Majefty  will  rieverthelefs  not  remain  lefs  faithful  and  inviolably 
attached  to  the  alliances  and  obligations  entered  into  in  refpedt  to 
thfe  prefent  war;- and  his  Majefty  is  firmly  refolved  to  fuppbrt 
them  in  all  their  integrity. 

The  confiderations,  the  intercft,  and  folicitude  which  the  em- 
peror will  not  ceafe  to  take  for  the  well-being  of  A  he  German 
empire,  can  but  determine  his  Majefty  to  exhort  the  ftates  and 
members  compofing  that  body,'  to  aft  in  common  concert  with 
his  Majefty  the  Roman  emperor,  and  to  fulfil,  towards  their 

fupreme 
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fupreme  head,  thofe  duties  which  the  constitution  has  prefcribed, 
md  on  which  the  {alvauon  and  tranquillity  of  the  empire  de- 
pends. _ 
Jan.  ii. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Louis  XVUL  to  all  the  French. 

DROVIDENCE  has  permitted,  for  the  inftru&ion  of  the  kings, 
*  and  in  order  to  punifh  the  nations,  that  the  kingdom  of  France 
fiould  be  fubverted  by  a  handful  of  faftious  men,  who  have  pol- 
luted themfelves  with  all  crimes. 

The  clergy,  the  nobility,  the  mod  diftinguifhed  and  molt  up* 
right  perfons,  have  been  persecuted,  -baniftied,  or  maflacred.  Quf 
auguft  brother  and  part  of  his  family  have  become  the  vi&tms  of 
that  horrible  tyranny. 

Frenchmen,  your  hearts  are  open  ;  they  are  moved  ;  they  have 
feturned  to  the  fenttments  of  love  towards  their  king ;  to  thofe 
fentiments  which  always  diftinguifhed  them  among  other  nations: 
they  have  acknowledged  our  facred  rights  to  govern  them ;  they 
have  recognized  us,  perfuaded  that  we  would  not  fuffer  the  crown 
tobe  tarniflied^n  our  head. 

Yes,  we  call  the  Mod  High  to  witnefs  that  we  will  forget 
the  faults  of  our  fubjeds,  milled  by  the  feditious.  Far  from 
fignalizing  our  acceffion  to  the  throne  by  the  terrible  apparatus  of 
vengeance,  I  will  (how  myfelf  like  a  tender  father  who  forgives 
bis  deluded  children,  &c.  Sec. 


Speech  of  Citizen  Barras9  Prejident  -of  the  Executive  Direflory,  at 
the  Ceremony  of  taking  the  Oath  -of  Hatred  to  Royalty  and  Anarchy. 

Citizens, 

THHEday  whidi  we  celebrate,  the  21  ft  of  January,  that  day 
A  for  ever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  Republic,  cannot  at* 
femble  thg  French  people  without  recalling  to  their  remembrance 
the  weigfttieft  and  moil  majeftic  epoch  of  their  hiftory ;  but  it  is 
not  alone  to  the  fall  of  the  throne,  and  to  the  juft  punifhment  of 
a  perjured  tyrant,  that  the  folemn  return  of  this  f£te  will  dire  A 
the  attention  of  pofterity ;  it  will  retrace  to  them  thofe  caufes  fo 
legitimate,  thofe  motives  fo  pure,  that  will  fo  manifested,  and 
that  want  fo  unanimoufly  felt,  for  our  glorious  revolution.  Op 
this  auguft  day,  impartial  pofterity  will  recapitulate  all  the  ills 
which  kings  have  done  to  the  world  \  and,  penetrated  with  the 
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horrors  of  defpotifm,  and  rafting  the  charms  and  fWeets  of  li- 
berty, they  will  Wefs  thofe  courageous  mortals  who  have  dared  to 
conceive  and  execute  an  enterprise  fo  perilous  and  fo  falutary  to 
the  French  people. 

Yes,  citizens,  the  edifice  of  your  liberty,  furviving  all  the 
paffions,  will  offer  to  the  view  of  your  offspring  only  the  beauty 
of  its  form.  Men  fhall  be  in  their  graves,  but  the  Republic  (hall 
ftill  live;  the  conftitution  and  the  government  fhall  be  the  monu- 
ments which  you  will  leave  to  future  ages ;  and  it  is  round  them 
that  future  ages  (hall  aflemble  to  chant  your  glory,  and  to  cele- 
brate your  bleflings.  What  men  then  fhall  recoiled  the  tempefts 
which  have  accompanied  the  ever-ftormy  paflage  from  monarchy 
to  republicanifm  ?  Should  perfidious  voices,  (honid  unnatural 
hearts,  dare  to  profane  the  facred  names  of  Liberty  and  Equality, 
fhall  Liberty  and  Equality  be  lefs  the  children  of  nature?  Are 
the  lights  of  man  become  lefs  facred,  becaufe  fome  ambitious 

•  paen  placed  vice  in  the  number  of  their  rights?  Finally,  has 
the  revolution  degenerated  from  its  original  neceflity,  becaufe 
worthlefs  Frenchmen  have  attempted  to  make  fubfervient  to  their 
private  intereft  what  was  undertaken  only  for  the  good  of  all? 
No,  republicans ;  the  light  mofs  which  hangs  upon  the  columns 
$f  the  temple  does  not  change  the  majefty  of  the  god  that  is 
worshipped  in  it.  Lookback,  for  a  moment,  on  the jdifaftroua 
ages  that  preceded  the  fublime  hour  in  which  you  broke  your 
chains  :  a  thoufand  years  had  elapfed  under  the  frightful  defootifm 
with  which  monarchy  overwhelmed  you ;  a  rivalfhip  of  famous 
crimes  had  been  eftablifhed  among  the  reigning  dynafties ;  one 
while,  to  glut  the  fanatical  madnefs  of  a  monarch,  your  grand* 
fathers  ran  in  crowds  to  fight,  fuffer,  and  die  in  the  defects  of 
Africa ;  at  another  time,  the  day  of  St.  Bartholomew* terrified  the 
univerfe ;  the  order  of  a  proud  potentate  drove  from  your  fields 
millions  of  precious  men,  and  Europe  was  enriched  by  the  virtues 
which  the  impolitic  crowp  bonified  from  your  dwellings. 

Thefe,  citizens,  are  but  the  grand  mafies  of  tyranny  ;  but  ty- 
ranny in  detail,  that  tyranny,  which,  multiplying  as  population 
multiplies,  difcerns,  feizes,  and  ftrikes  every  individual,  is  not 
lefs  execrable.  Such  was  the  tyranny  which  the  feudal  fyftem 
exircifed  in  France!  What  feeling  heart  can,  without  judder- 
ing with  horror,  think  of  tr^e  feignorial  rights,  the  infolence  and 
ferocity  of  the  receivers,  tjje  gabelles,  the  corvees,  the  tithes,  the 
field-rents,  and  the  code  of  laws  relative  to  the  chafe,  which  orie 
would  think  to  have  been  di&^ted  by  a  cannibal,  and  which  was 
dilated  by  a  king?  Finally,  who  can  think  upon  thofe  d#ys  of 
deflation,  in  which  the  cultivator  was  forced  to  abandon  to  vo- 
racious animals  the  fruits  of  his  toils,  and  his  foLe  refourc^  for 
bringing  up  his Jfcjriily;?     Yet  what  became  of  the  treafur&s  which 

—Xsrapny  inceflantly  wrefted  from  yqu  ?     They  ferved  to  raife  the 

wails 
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walk  of  thofe  baftiles,  where  writers  and  fages  of  all  times, 
where  the  defenders  of  humanity,  and  theapoftles  of  t^e  impre* 
fcriptible  rights  of  nature,  expired  forgotten,  or  funic  upder  the 
moft  frightful  punifhments :  they  feryed  to  gorge-  with  wealth  the 
pontiff  (lumbering  in  voluptjuoufuefs ;  to  bribe  the  fanatic  prieft, 
whofe  voice  preached  flavery,  fuperftiuon,   and   impofture;  they 
.  ferved  to  pay  the  iniquity  of  magiftrajes,  the  infolenee  and  ra- 
pacity of  knendants ;  to  pay  far  contempt  of  the  laws  in  the  go- 
vernors, idlenefs  in  all  /employments  and  honours,  to  which  a 
privileged  cait  were  alone  admitted.     In  one  day  the  tribute  of  a 
province  was  diflipated  ;  the  blood  and  fweat  of  the  people  paid 
the  expenfes  of  a  royal  banquet,  and  *J>e  rooft  .difgufti/ig  orgies* 
The  public  impofts  were  fpent  to  fatjsfy  tfce  ^extravagance  and 
caprice  of  the  court  and  its  vile  Aipporters,  -to  pay  the  fjhameful 
complaifaBce  of  fome  royal  courtefans ;  benefice;,  (the  ^patrimony 
of  the  poor,  were  the  prey  of  meannefs,  often  of  /crimes,  and 
almoft  always  of  vice.'     But  it  was  not  enough  that  the  fruit  of 
your  pajnful   toils  nouriihed   your  privileged   oppreflors;  how 
many  times  have  you  not  feen  in  the  coffers  of  foreign  powers 
the  treafures  of  France,  and  feeble  kings,  perfidious  queens,  and 
wicked  minifters,  make  idle  riches  of  the  itate  ferve  %s  a  fubfidy 
to  the  moft  cruel  enemy  .of  France  1 

If  Co  many  fcourges,  if  fuch  multiplied  oppreffions,  if  fqch 
cruel  outrages,  live  ftill  in  your  remembrance,  fay,  if  philo- 
,  fophy,  which  diflipated  your  too  loag  bljndnefs,  fay  if  the  voice 
of  the  country,  which  rifounded  in  your  ears,  if  the  generous 
knpuife  lo  which  you  abandoned  yourfelves,  if  the  immortal 
moment  in  which  you  broke  the  infamous  chains  with  which  you 
were  loaded,  have  loft  any  part  of  their  auguft  fplendour,  Or  if 
you  couid  have  bdieved  that  a  day  would  come,  in  which  your  in- 
tentions and  your  courage  would  be  calumniated. 

Then,  citizens,  you  rendered  to  the  revolution  the  homage  of 
enthufiafm  ;  render  to  it  now  the  homage  of  jeafon.  Far  be 
from  you  a  culpable  indifference.  Creators  of  public  liberty, 
preferve  the  indelible  purity  of  your  work.  It  would  be  little 
to  have  afforded  to  the  univerfe  a  proof  of  the  triumphs  of  liberty 
over  defpotifm,  if  you  fufTered  royalty  to  gain  fpme  advantage  in 
the  darknefs  in  which  (he  poflefTes  the  art  of  enveloping  her 
plots:  all  mafksare  fit  for  her  that  can  ferve  to  furprife  your 
confidence.  The  mojft  perfidious  undoubtedly  is  that  in  which, 
talking  the  language  of  republicanifm,  affe&ing  the  fimplieity 
and  candour  of  the  people,  it  denies  with  addrefs  the  abfotute 
peceffily  of  laws,  \<^arajdierifes  ithexn  as  ari  jLnfupportable  yoke  to 
free  men,  and  describes  the  organs  of  them  as  .new  tyrants  who 
muft  be  overthrown.  l)m§d  the  indefatigable  obftjnacy  of  this 
newJPxQteus. 

Ro^altv 
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Royalty  bribes  all  thofc  cowardly  hypocrites  who  poifoti  daily 
the  air  which  you  breathe  with  their  infolent  clamours ;  put  up  to 
*lale  in  the  public  places  the  cowardice  of  their  councils,  their 
own  opprobrium,  and  your  death  :  the  popular  mafk  which  they 
put  on,  the  impofing  title  of  friend  to  the  country,  which  they 
ufurp,  their  perfidious  fuggeftions,  of  which  you  have  fo  often 
been  the  vi£ims,  ought  no  longer  to  deceive  you  :  they  wifli  for 
anarchy,  becaufe  anarchy  leads  to  royalty:  not  being  able  to  over* 
throw  the  republic,  they  with  to  make  it  hated  ;  not  being  able 
to  re-ereft  the  throne,  they  wifli  to  raife  fcaffolds.  Let  your 
hatred  for  fuch  monfters  be  equal  to  their  crimes ;  let  it  be  im- 
mortal as  the  horror  which  they  infpire;  let  the  oath  of  hatred  to 
anarchy  be  united  to  your  oath  or  hatred  to  royalty ;  combine 
them  in  your  contempt  as  they  are  conne&ed  in  plots  and  defigns; 
but  diftinguifh  between  the  crime  of  fome  brigands  and  the 
virtues  of  a  whole  people. 

Thus,  citizens,  to  the  crimes  of  royalty  you  were  indebted 
for  being  awakened  to  liberty ;  to  the  crimes  of  anarchy  you  owe 
the  fentiment  and  the  neceffity  of  order — a  republican  conftitution 
allures  you  hereafter  the  maintenance  of  it.  Compare  the  ira~ 
menfe  benefits  which  have  refulted  even  from  the  (hort  period  that 
has  elapfed  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  the  conftitution — reviving 
abundance,  reprefled  fa£tion,  La  Vendee  pacified,  the  brilliancy 
of  the  arms  of  the  republic  aftonifhing  Germany  and  Italy.  But 
woe  to  your  glory,  if  you  have  only  to  boaft  of  vour  battles! 
Scarcely  had  the  conftitutionai  regime  been  eftablimed,  when  it 
overcame  the  uncafinefs  of  your  enemies :  ten  nations  fought  your 
friendfhip,  and  peace  was  the  firft  incenfe  offered  to  the  wifdom 
of  your  laws— — . 

[The  Prefident  Barras  concluded  with  recommending  harmony, 
unanimity,  and  firmnefs,  in  defence  of  theffcpublic. 

After  the  fpeech  of  Barras,  the  conftitutionai  guard  of  the 
Directory  took  the  oath,  in  the  following  words :  j 

"  I  fwear  eternal  hatred  to  royalty  and  anarchy,  and  inviolable 
attachment  to  the  republic  and  the  conftitution  of  the  third  year." 


STATE  PAPER. 

Litter  of  Convocation  addreffid  to  the  Plenipotentiary  Envoys  of  the 
officiated  States  of  Northern  Germany ,  by  Von  Dohmy  the  P ruffian 
Mtnifter. 

npHE  underfigned  is  charged,  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the 

***    King  of  Pruflia,  his  mod  gracious  fovereign,  to  make  the 

following  overtures  to  all  their  excellencies,  the  plenipotentiaries 

of  the  affociated  ftates  of  Northern  Germany,  delegated  to  af- 

convention  at  Hildetheim.     The  general  concerns  of 
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'  Germany',  with  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  ftill  remans 
in  a  moil  undecided  condition ;  and  the  confolatory  hope  of  a 
general  peace,  fo  devoutly  to  be  wiftied,  remains  as  yet  uncertain 
and  remote,  to  the  laft  degree,  fince  the  negotiations  entered  upon 
for  that  purpofe  may,  alas !  produce  a  farther  and  more  obftinate 
[       war,  rather  than  bring  about  its  final  conclufion.     In  this  per- 
plexing .  fit  nation,  it  certainly  is  a  happinefs  which   Northern 
Germany  cannot  fufficiently  praife,  to  fee  itfelf  entirely  freed, 
not  only  from  the  miferies  of  this  ravaging  war,  but  alfo  from  all 
the  inconveniences  conne&ed  with  it,  fuch  as  the  requifitions  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  the  paflage  and  marches  of  troops,  and 
many  other  fimilar  burdens.     It  needs  but  a  flight  comparative 
glance  at  the  mod  piteous  ftate  of  the  countries  of  Southern  Ger- 
many, formerly  flourifhing,  and  now  ruined  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  in  order  to  feel,  in  its  whole  extent,  the  happinefs  of  the 
northern  parts,  which  have,  for  the  two  laft  campaigns,  enjoyed 
the  molt  perfett  tranquillity* 

The  King  is  fully  convinced,  that  it  can  be  unknown  to.  none 
of  his  co-eftates,  who  participate  in  this  blelfing,  that  it  is  the 
mere  refult  of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  his  Majefty,  by 
which  he  has  laid  a  fafe  foundation  for  the  neutrality  of  Northern 
Germany,  and  muft  effe&ually  proted  it  by  a  corps  of  his  own 
troops,  and  of  thofe  of  the  two  allied  courts.  His  Majefty  has 
further  confolidated  this  neutrality  by  the  formal  acceffion  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Elc&or  of  Saxony,  and  the  whole  circle  of 
Upper  Saxony,  in  virtue  of  a  fupplementary  article  added  to  the 
convention  of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1796,  by  which  a  line  of  de- 
marcation, extending  from  the  utmoft  coafts  of  the  North  Sea  to 
the  Lower  Rhine,  and  from  "hence  to  Silefia,  encompafled  the 
whole  North  of  Germany.  The  two  afibciations  in  this  vaft 
extent  of  territory  muft  remain  feparatc,  with  refpeft  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  troops  drawn  out  to  cover  their  neutrality, 
which  is  done  in  Upper  Saxony  by  a  corps  belonging  to  the  elec- 
tor him&lf;  but,  with  regard  to  their  common  defign,  they  join 
hands,  and  by  this  enlargement,  efFe&ed  by  his  Majefty,  the 
neutrality  of  Northern  Germany  receives  a  new  and  manifeft  im- 
portance. 

The  King  is  likewife  firmly  refolved  to  fecure  farther,  and 
until  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  neu- 
trality to  all  the  aflbciated  ftates,  to  proted  them  and  their  terrU 
tones  againft  every  power,  and  to  defend  them  in  particular, 
at  all  times,  and  in  the  mod  effeSual  and  powerful  manner, 
againft  the  incurfions  of  the  troops  of  the  belligerent  powers, 
againft  each  and  every  demand  of  military  requifitions,  of  what* 
ever  fort,  and  the  levying  of  thofe  requifitions  which  might  be 
attempted  by  execution,  and  againft  all  fimilar  burdens  of  war 
~  to  fcreen  them  by  his  naoft  forcible  interpofition,  duri 
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the  jteriod  of  thii  Acufr  alifp ,  from  all  the  fubfequent  demands  it 
fqpplies  for  the  war  of  the  empire. 

The  underfigned  is  expressly  inftru&ed  to  give  once  more  thefe 
definite  and  molt  expltek  aflurances.  It, affords  infinite  pleafu*e 
to  his  Majefty,  to  hive  fhtfs  fecuted  the  invaluable  benefits  of  tRer 
neutrality  to  all  his  co- (rates1,  connedted  with  his  dominions  by 
their  topographical  locality,  in-  the  fame  manner  as  it  has  been 
done  to  his  own  territories,  and  to  have  thus  given  them  fo  ftrorig 
a  proof  of  his  friendly  ferrtiments.  Eefides  the  gratifying  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  having  hitherto  accomplished  this  happy  end,  his 
Majefty  requires  no  other  proof  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  his  co- 
llates, than  that  they  mould  continue  as  heretofore  to  co-operate 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  troops.  The  King  flatters  himfelf  tlie 
more  to  find  the  moft  perfect  read inefs  on  their  part,  iince  the 
burden  which  will  arife  from  this  meafure  to  the  conn  fries  thus 
protected,  does  not  bear  the  moft  diftant  comparifon  with  the 
manifold  evils,  and  the  probable  and  entire  ruin  averted  from 
them,  efpecially  fince  the  two  courts  allied  with  his  Majefty,  and 
fnrnifhirig  troops  in  Kke  manner,  make  the  major  part  ef  the 
facrifices  required  for  ttiat  end.  This  latter  circumttance  muft 
ftrike.all  the  aflbciated  ftates  with  the  moft  perfeft  convi&ion, 
that  the  continuance  of  thofe  rheafures  will  not  be  prolonged  a 
fmgle  moment  beyond  the  perfod  of  their  indifpenfable  neceffity. 
But  the  underfigned  ha^  fiia  Ktajefty's  dlreft  commands,  to  de- 
clare in  the  moft  pofitive  fitanner,  that  his  Majefty  deems?  the 
continuance  of  thofe  meafures  abfolutcly  neceffary  for,  the  pYefenr, 
as  he  will  only  find  himfelf  enabled  by  the  corps  of  trodps  which 
is  drawn  out,  covering  the  lint  of  demarcation,  maintaining 
farther,  in  the  moft  efficacious  manner,  the  neutrality  of  tlife 
countries  fituate  within  their  precin&s,  to  fulfil  the  promifes  pre- 
vioufly  given.  Yet  in  this,  he  will  not  compTomife  bimfelf 
refpedting  thofe  very  pofli&fe  events  which  accompany  the"  viclffi- 
tudes  of  the  fortune  of  war.  But  whereas  the  King  is  undeif  the 
neceility  of  fetting  boundaries  to  the  great  facrifices  he  has  already 
made  \  arid  whereat  the  concurrence  farther  demanded  of  the 
protected  countries  for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops  who  defeftd 
them,  is  fo  extremely  juft  and  equitable  ;  the  undertigned  has  dlft> 
exprefs  orders,  herewith  to  declare,  that  in' the  uhetfpefled  cafe 
of  the  majority  Of  the  ftates  not  difplaying  the  neceffary  zeal  attd 
alacrity,  his  Majefty  wilF  forthwith  withdraw  his  troops,  re- 
nounce eritircly  all  the  obl'rgatibns  which  he  ha&  voluntarily  taker! 
updn  him  from  motives  of  pat  riot  ifrri';  fupprefs  totally  We' coA* 
vention  made  for  that  piVrpbfe.with  the  French  Republic-,  and 
Confine  himfelf  folely  to  the  defence  of  his' own  dominions,  abah* 
doning  all  the  relt  of  their  own;  means  and  refourcesy  and  makirVg} 
known  his  intention  to  the  belligerent  powers.  SHbulcf  fuch  i 
tefolutiotv  oribe  bfe  token,  and  the  corps  be  whhdraMrny  no  circtim- 

fiances, 
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lances,  of  what  complexion  foever,  (hall  induce  his  Majefty  to 
recur  again  to  the  adoption  of  fimilar  meafures ;  and  the  under- 
signed is  obliged  to  announce  beforehand,  that  his  Majefty  will  at 
Borate  intereft  himfelf  again  in  the  fate  of  thofe  of  his  co-ftates, 
who  (hall  not  now  accept  of  the  friendly  proffer  of  proteflion,  made 
with  fo  much  friendfhip,  and  fo  many  perfonal  facrifices* 

The  coldnefs  which  has  for  fome  time  pad  been  manifefted 
from  various  quarters  refpefiing  the  maintenance  of  the  Jroops, 
his  induced  his  Majefty  to  authorife  the  undesigned  to  make  rhii 
frank  and  explicit  declaration,  and  to  give  the  well- meant  warn- 
ing, not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deceived  by  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy 
peace,  but  rather  to  rely  upon  the  fufficiently  public-fpirited  and 
patriotic  fentiments  of  the  King,  and  his  Majefty *s  knowledge  of 
the  general  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  to  entertain  the  firm 
confidence  that  his  Majefty  would  certainly,    and   with    great 
pleafure  to  his  co-ftates,  fave  the  burdens  required  by  the  main 
tenance  of  the  troops,  if  there  were  the  leaft  poilibility  of  fecuring 
to  their  territories  the  benefits  of  the  neutrality,  and  all  the  advan- 
tages which  have  hitherto  accrued  from  it,  without  fuch  a  meafure* 
That,  however  fthe  faving  of  the  burdens  occafioned  by  the 
maintenance  of  the  troops),  according  to  the  general  fituation  of 
affairs,  being  impoflible,  and  his  Majefty  deeming  it  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  preferve  the  corps  of  obfervation  till  the  conclufion 
of  peace ;  if  the  tranquillity  and  neutrality  of  Northern   Ger- 
many are  to  be  maintained,  his  Majefty  doubts  not  but  all  his 
tflbciated  co-ftates  will  (hew  their  readinefs  for  that  purpofe,  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  troops,  difplay  proper  zeal  in  a  meafure 
fo  clofely  connected  with  felf-prefervation,  and  render  pra&icable 
the  farther  execution  of  the  beneficent  defigns  of  his  Majefty. 

With  this  confidence,  the  underfigned,  by.  fifpreme  command, 
has  the  honour  to  make  known  to  you,  &c.  &c. 

As  thofe  deliberations  (in  convention  .at  Hildefheim)  will 
preclude  all  fubjefts  not  eiTentially  and  dire&Iy  relating  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  troops*  the  underfigned  will,  lofe  no  time  to 
terminate  them  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  not  to  detain  the 
plenipotentiaries  a  moment  longer  than  fhall  be  neceflary  from 
following  their  other  affairs.  The  flattering  confidence  with 
which  the  underfigned  has  hitherto  been  honoured  in  the  late 
negotiations,  makes  him  equally  confident  that  his  zeal'  and 
a&ivity  will  be  entirely  depended  upon  in  that  bufinefs.  He  has 
only  mod  urgently  to  requeft,  that,  for  the  fake  of  difpatch,  the 
ftates  may  furniih  their  plenipotentiaries  with  full  inftru&ions  for  • 
the  purpofe,  which  has  been  thus  plainly  notified,  in  order  not 
to  wafte  time  In  fending  for  new  ones,  but  that  the  neceflary  refo^ 
lufions  may  be  taken,  not  only  for  the  farther  fubftantial  regula- 
tion of  the  maintenance,  but  for  the  obligatory  aflent  to  the  fame 
to  the  end  of  the  war. 
VouVI.  G  T\m 


The  underfigned  has  it  likewife  in  command  to  reqoeft,  that 
their  excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries  may  arrange  matters  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  quit  the  convention,  till  the  flate  of 
affairs  (hall  permit  its  fufpenfion  or  con'clufion,  fince  the  gradual 
departure  of  many  plenipotentiaries  has  formerly  occafioned  a 
precipitate  fufpenfion  of  the  firft  convention,  which  has  been 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  difpatching  of  bufinefs.  His  Majefly 
will  alfo  confider  the  fulfilment  of  this  wifh,  and  the  infallible 
meeting  of  the  convention,  according  as  it  is  expefled  to  meet,  as 
a  gratifying  proof  that  his  ferene  co-ftates  wifh  to  do  juftice  to  his 
efforts  and  facrifkes.  ,And  the  underfigned  alfo  looks  forward  for 
the  defired  anfwer,  refpe&ing  the  fourth  fending  of  fupplies,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  prefent  month,  and  hopes  to  have  the 
honour  and  pleafure  to  fee  again  their  excellencies  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  the  fecond  opening  of  the  convention,  on  the  20th  of 
February.  , 

(Signed)  Dohm. 

Htiberjladttjan.  4th,  1797. 


Madrid,  March  iJK 

STATE  PAPER. 

The  following  lnfirument  has  been  publijhed  by  Royal  Authority. 

,T*HE  glory  of  rriy  crown  and  the  honour  of  my  people,  with  the  ; 
-■"    government  of  whom  I  have  been  en tru fleet  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence, and   the  intereft  I  take  in  defending  their  rights,  and  in 
obtaining  a  juft  fatisfaflion  for  the  infults  they  have  fuftained  by 
the  Englifh,  by  a  notable  infradlion  of  the  mod  folemn  treaties, 
-founded  upon  the  reciprocal  utility  of  both  dates,  obliged  me, 
contrary  to  my  pacific  intentions,  to  enter  into  a  new  war,  when 
hardly  difengaged. from  that  which  I  had  maintained  again  ft  the 
French  republic,  which  terminated  in  an  honourable  peace  tha£ 
fecured  the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  my  faithful  fubje&s. — l 
Jut  to  confolidate  this  important  benefit,  and  to  contribute  to 
the  repofe  of  which  Europe  flood  fo  much   in  need,1  I  find  my- 
felf  under  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  entering  into  new  engage- 
ments, which  require  an  enormous  expenfe  and  immenfe  pro- 
vifion.— -As    it    has  ever    been   my    principal   objedl  to    unite 
the  high  dignity  of  my  crown  with  the  good  of  my  fubjedts,  al- 
ready fo  much  opprefled  by  the  weight  of  the  public  revenue  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  of  any  new  impofts,  I  have  not  availed  my-* 
felf  of  the  power  with  which  I  am  inverted,  nor  adopted  any  of 
the  means  pointed  out  to  me  as  capable  of  producing  tjie  defired 
«ffe$  ;  being  perfuaded  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  more 
;nient  to  adopt  other  meafures,  which  may  greatly  facilitate 

the 
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the  ncceflary  fuccours,  fuch  as  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  loaa 
upon  the  revenue  of  tobacco,  created  by  my  auguft  predeceilbf 
according  to  a  royal  decree  of  Dec.  ry,  1782,  and  conformable 
to  my  edi&  of  Dec.  10,  1794*  which  will  effeftually  unite  the 
neceffities  of  the  ftate  with  the  good  of  individuals,  of  which 
it  is  compofed. — The  return  of  the  capital  having  the  moft 
advantageous  fecurity,  will  tend  to  i/ifure  the  future  fubfiftence  of 
families,  without  the  rifque  to  which  money  might  be  expofed 
when  at  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of  inexperience  and  diffipated  youth 
-^1  have  therefore  refolved  to  open  the  above  loan  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  reckoning  from  the  ill  of  January,  1797*  with  th« 
liberty  of  continuing  the  fame  as  I  may  find  it  convenient. 

(Signed)  I  thi  Kino. 


Letter  from  General  Buonaparte  to  the  Chevalier  Azzarp,  Minijkt 

of  Spain  rejiding  at  Florence* 

Sir, 

I^HE  interpofition  of  the  King  of  Spain's  good  offices,  which 
you  informed  me  of  by  extraordinary  couriers  expedited  from 
Florence,  and  which  I  received  at  Ancona,  have  had  their  efFeA, 
You  will  find  enclofed  the  articles  of  peace  concluded  two  hours" 
fince  between  the  French  republic  and  the  Pope. 

I  lament  that  circumftances  did  not  permit  you  to  be  prefent  in 
perfon,  to  have  afiifted  at  the  figning  of  this  treaty. 

You  faved  Rome  by  the  armiftice  you  concluded  eight  months 
fince  at  Bologna.  If  your  counfels  had  been  attended  to,  Rome 
would  not  have  been  again  expofed  to  the  dangers  and  calamities 
of  war,  which  fhe  made  an  ineffedual  effort  to  fupport.  At 
prefent  I  hope  experience  will  teach  the  people  of  Rome  to  com* 
prehend  the  wifdom  of  your  counfels;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  his  HoRnefs  is  fenfible  how  much  he  is  indebted  to  you  for 
his  prefent  fecurity  and  tranquillity,  and  that  he  defires  your 
fpeedy  return  to  Rome-  As  for  myfelf,  your  prefence  there  is 
my  moil  ardent  wifh,  being  perfuaded  that  it  will  powerfully  con- 
tribute to  the  propagation  of  thofe  pacific  fentiments  that  ought 
henceforth  to  animate  the  Holy  See. 

I  hope  you  will  credit  the  expreffions  of  efteem  and  high  con- 
fideration  with  which  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  affe&ionate, 

BU0NAFAR*T£« 


G  a  Memorial 
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Memorial  of  the  Popis  Nuncio  y  addreffed  to  the  Prince  of  Peace. 


F 


ROM  the  terms  propofed  at  the  Congrefs  of  Florence,  by  the 
Frerxh  commiffiooer  to  the  Pontifical  plenipotentiary,  of 
which  your  excellency  is  already  informed,  it  will  be  plainly 
perceived  at  what  price  we  are  to  purchafe  a  reconciliation  with 
the  French  republic* 

At  firftiiis  Holinefs  was  ft  ruck  with  aftonifhment,  on  feeing 
that  attempts  were  made  to  deceive  his  own  confidence,  to  give 
the  mod  fatal  blow  to  religion,  which,  in  his  capacity  of  viable 
chief  of  the  church, 'and  as  the  centre  of  the  unity  of  all  the 
Catholics,  he  will  never  betray. 

His  Holinefs  could  not  but  be  farther  concerned  at  the  feizure 
of  his  provinces,  at  the  diminution  of  his  domains,  and  the 
privation  of  the  church  of  Rome  of  her  fecular  lights,  which 
fhe  cannot  refign,  owing  to  the  repeated  oalhs  taken  by  his 
Holinefs,  at  the  moment  of  his  being  raifed  to  the  pontifical 
dignity. 

'  Unable  to  admit  thofe  terms,  and  even  defpairing  of  the 
French  commiflioners  finally  defifting  from  or  dimintfhing  their 
pretenfions,  both  in  a  fpiritual  and  temporal  light,  thefe  considera- 
tions reduce  his  Holinefs  to  the  cruel  necefFity  of  fufpending  the 
general  arm  i  ft  ice,  and  of  occupying  himfelf,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  the  means  of  defence,  the  moment  the  plan  of  the  threatened 
invafion  (hall  be  put  in  execution  againft  us* 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Archbifhop  de  Pigri  entreats  the  Prince 
of  Peace  to  lay  the  prefent  memorial  before  his  Catholic  Majefty ; 
he  continues  to  implore  with  a  lively  confidence  the  continuance 
of  his  royal  prote&ion  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  religion  and  the, 
church  of  Rome. 

Madrid y  Sept.  30,   1796, 


«WWM*^P 


Anfwer  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  to  the  Note  of  the  Archbijhof  de  Pigri* 

THE  King  of  Spain,  in  conformity  to  the  title  of  Catholic, 
by  which  he  is  diftinguifhed,  and  in  confequence  of  the  particular 
efteem  which  he  has  jentertained,,and  does  (till  entertain,  for  the 
perfori  of  the  Holy  Father,  has  rendered  all  the  fervices  fuggefted 
by  his  religious  zeal  and  his  iincere  attachment,  in  order  that  the 
jevolutions  which  may  agitate  Europe  might  not  difturb  in  any 
manner  the  peace  of  the  church,  nor  the  temporal  tranquillity  of 
his  Holinefs.  His  Majefty  has  difcovered,  nor  will  he  conceal 
it  from  his  Holinefs,  that  the  equivocations  and  the  erroneous 
principles  with  which  the  court  of  Rome  has  entered  upon  its 
gfljwtiations!  the  •circumftances  by  which  the  government  has 
^HL  given 
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given  reafon  to  fufpefl:  its  fincerity,  and  the  indolence  of  the 
perfons  charged  with  the  adminiftration  of  his  Holinefs's  domi- 
nions, have  brought  things  to  the  point  of  involving  his  facred 
perfon,  and  of  rendering  the  forfeiture  of  his  fecular  poiTeffions 
almoft  unavoidable. 

In  a  fimilar  pofition,  where  all  the  means  are  infufficient  to 
avert  the  threatened  misfortunes,  in  fo  critical  a  juncture  it  feems 
to  be  the  mod  prudent  way  for  his  Holiaefs  to  give  up  his  worldly 
|  domains,  to  take  every  care  to  preferve  his  perfon,  in  order  to  be 
f  able  to  continue  to  give  proofs  of  his  fervent  zeal,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  preferve  untouched  the  facred  rights  of  the  church,  to 
confole  the  Chriftian  people,  and  to  encourage  the  faithful  by  his 
example  and  his  words.  This  is  all  the  Prince  of  Peace  has  to 
communicate  to  his  lordihip  the  archbifhop. 


I 


Imperial  Ukafaf  or  Edtft,  tffued  at  Peter/burghy  refpefiing  the  Im- 
portation of  French  and  Dutch  Merchandize. 

Paul  I.  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Emperor  and  fole  Governor  of 

all  the  Ruffias,  &c. 

We  do  moft  gradoufly  ofdain, 

i.  'TTHE  importation  of  all  French  wines,  without  exception, 
,  •*■    al fq  falad  oils  of  Provence,  olives,  capers,  anchovies,  to 
be  freely  permitted  in  all  pur  harbours  in  neutral  bottoms. 

2.  French  and  Spaniih  brandy  is  only  permitted  to  be  imported 
by  neutral  (hips  in  thofe  harbours  which  are  fpecified  in  the 
ukafa  of  the  nth  of  December,  1784,  and  to  which  we  add  the 
ports  of  Liebau  and  Windau. 

3.  The  duties  on  wine,  oils,  &c.  fhall  be  taken  from  the 
tariff  of  September  27,  1782,  till  a  new  one  (hall  appear,  and 
tfce  duty  on  French  brandy  (hall  be  regulated  agreeably  to  the 
tikafa  of  November  2C,  1793. 

4.  The  ukafa  of  the  8th  of  April,  1793,  (hall  be  ftri&ly  ob-_ 
ferved,  as  far  as  it  forbids  the  importation  of  various  French 
goods,  and  of  others  which  are  mere  obje&s  of  luxury  ;  as  like- 
wife  all  communication  with  the  French,  until  a  lawful  govern- 
ment and  order  of  things  (hall  have  been  introduced  in  that 
country  ;  the  certificates  of  conful  or  government  ordained  by  the 
faid  ukafa  (hall  alfo  no  longer  be  demanded  in  the  future  import- 
ation of  French  goods,  except  for  fuch  articles  for  which  fome 
duties  are  to  be  remitted. 

Done  at-  St.  Peterjburgh9 
Jan.  22,  1797, 


( •<*  ) 

SECOND  UKASA. 

Paul  I.  &c. 

WE  do  hereby  moft.gracioufly  permit  the  free  importation,  in 
all  our  harbours,  of  fuch  Dutch  goods  as  are  not  prohibited  in  the 
tariff  or  the  ukafa,  provided  fuch  importation  takes  places  in 
(hips  belonging  to  neutral  powers.  Thofe  goods  are  to  pay  the 
duties  prefcribcd  by  the  tariff  of  September  27,  1782,  till  a  new 
tariff  lhall  be  publilhed. 

Dane 'at  St.PdeJbiu'gh, 
Jan.22,   1797. 


Imperial  Rejcript  to  the  Diet  of  Ritifbon,  refpeEliftg  'the  furnifoing 

of  the  Quintuple  Contingents. 

TlIS  Majefty,  the  Emperor  and  King,  has  not  ce'afed  to  en- 
**■■*  deavour  to  convince  the  ftates  of  the  empire  during  the 
prefent  war,  that  the  vigorous  fupport  of  the  united  empire  is 
required  to  avert  the  danger  which  threatens  the  Germanic  con- 
flitution  with  total  fubverfion.  This  danger  became  the  more 
manifeft,  fince  feveral  princes  of  the  empire  entered  into  fe  pa  rate 
negotiations  with  the  French  republic,  and  by  fo  doing  exempted 
tfeemfelves  from  all  further  a&ive  co-operation  for  the  defence  of 
Germany.  The  apprehenfions  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  has 
fo  frequently  expreill'd,  that,  to  all  appearances,  there  wquld  be 
propofed  plans4  for  fecularizing  feveral  ecclelialtical  Hates  of  the 
empire  as  fundamental  terms  of  peace,  have  been  confirmed  by 
the  negotiations  lately  entered 'into  at  Paris  ;  and  the  ecclefiaftical 
flatesof  the  empire  cannot  but  have  remarked  his  Majefty's  total 
fcverfion  to  confent  to  a  plan  fo  deftru&ive  to  the  empire,  and  to 
an  indemnity  at  the  expenfe  of  his  patriotic  co-eitates ;  and  that 
Ms  Imperial  Majelty  would  rather  venture  every  extreme,  than 
ftjrFer  fuch  conditions  to  be  forced  upon  him. 

His  Majefty,  therefore,  expects  on  the  other  hand,  that  as 
the  danger  becomes  hourly  more  im,minent,  the  ftates  of  the 
empire  will  moil  fpeedily  unite,  and  by  exerting  their  utmoft- 
efforts,  procure  all  poftible  aid  and  fupport,  in  order  to  fecond 
Ms  Imperial  Majelty  in  the  generous  refolution  of  defending,  in 
the  molt  efficient  manner,  the  caufe  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates  of 
ihe  empire,  both  in  war  and  at  theconclufion  of  peace.  To  attain, 
however,  this  falutary  end,  the  furnilhing  of  the  quintuple  con- 
tingent is  an  object  of  immediate  necetfity. 

(Signed)  Baron  Von  Thuqut. 

Vienna j  Feb.  6,   1797. 


Declaration 


\ 
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'Declaration  of  the  Prince  Bi/hop  of  fVurtziitrg,  in  anfwer  to  the 

Imperial  Refctipt. 

TJlS  ferene  highnefs  the  prince  bifhop  of  Wurtzburg  entered 
■*"*  into  the  prefent  war  on  the  principle  of  exerting  all  his 
powers  to  fatisfy  in  the  mod  fcrupulous  manner  the  conclufa  of 
the  empire  refpedting  the  furnifhing  of  the  contingents  and  of 
the  Roman  months.  His  ferene  highnefs  has  long  been  con- 
vinced, that,  had  the  French  government  fucceeded,  agreeable  to 
thetenor  and  the  views  of  the  treaty  of  Bafil,  to  force  the  Imperial 
court  on  the  banks  of  the  Danujbe,  to  make  peace,  the  confe- 
rence would  have  been  the  overthrow  of  the  Germanic  conftitu- 
tion,  which  muft  have  been  fubferibed  to  in  that  cafe;  the  ecclefi- 
aftical elective  ftates  would  alfo  have  fallen,  and  by  their  fall  that 
of  other  ftates  would  have  been  prepared. 

His  ferene  highnefs  has  never  fan&ioned  any  unconstitutional 
meafure  with  his  confent ;  he  has  fupported  at  all  times  the 
common  caufe  with  all  his  power,  and  will  alfo  drive  in  future  to 
prove  his  unchangeable  attachment  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  No 
arrears  for  Roman  months  are  therefore  due  from  his  highnefs. 
And  in  order  to  complete  his  quintuple  contingent,  a  confiderablc 
levy  of  recruits  has  already  been  ordered,  and  will  take  the  field, 
provided  with  all  neceflaries,  at  the  beginning  of  this  campaign. 
His  highnefs  has  fupplied  the  Imperial  army  with  fruits,  to  the 
amount  of  648,205  florins;  with  wood,  worth  31,131  florins ; 
yaggons,  at  the  rate  of  20,753;  which,  including  fome  other 
articles  of  expenditure,  will  occafion  a  lofs  of  300,000  florins  for 
thediocefe  of  Wurtzburg  alone. 

In  other  refpe&s,  his  highnefs  the  prince  bifhop  ;s  convinced, 
that  there  actually  exifts  in  Germany  a  powerful  confederation  of 
the  proteftant  princes,  who  have  refolved  beforehand,  to  do 
nothing  more  to  fcrve  the  common  caufe  ;  but  his  highnefs  has 
no  doubt  that,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  Catholic,  efpecia]ly  the 
ecclefiaftical  elective  princes,  unanimoufly  agree  in  the  main 
point  of  doing  every  thing  for  the  common  caufe,  and  are  already 
united  with  the  Imperial  court;  his  highnefs,  at  lead,  owns 
fuch  a  connexion  for  his  own  part,  and  is  prepared  to  fuffer  ail 
the  viciffitudes  which  this  convenant  may  hereafter  produce,  and 
which  cannot  but  turn  out  to  be  confolatory  and  remunerating 
to  the  fortitude  and  the  pure  policy  of  the  Imperial  court.  His 
highnefs,  with  the  reft  of  his  ecclefiaftical  co-ftates,  is  ready  to 
enter  into  a  more  explicit  and  confidential  engagement  with 
his  Imperial  Majefty  upon  that  fubjeft,  which  he  expe&s  with 
gratitude. 

Wurtzburg,  Feb.  15,   1797. 


(    4*    )  ^ 

Contention  conch did  between  General  Buonaparte  and  the  Marquis  ef* 
Menfrcdiniy  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany* 

U  npHE  Grand  Dulce  (hall  pay  800,000  Hvres,  as  an  indem— 
*    nity  for  the  expenfes  of  the  French  garrifon  at  Leghorn. 
2.  General  Buonaparte  promifes  to  withdraw  that  garrifon^ 
confiding  of  1600  men,  on  whofe  departure  the  Grand  Duke  will. 
pay  1,200,000  livies  more  to  the  French  republic* 


Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy,   to 

Mattei. 

Head-quarters,  Ancona,  25  Pluviofep, 
j  3  February. 

T  RECOGNIZE  in  the  letter  which  you  took  the  trouble  to 
•*  write  tome,  M.  Cardinal,  that  fimplicity  of  manner  which, 
charaderifes  you  ;  you  will  fee  by  the  annexed  papers  the  reafona 
which  have  induced  me  to  break  the  armiftice  conduded  between 
the  French  republic  and  his  Holinefs.  No  one  is  more  convinced 
of  the  defire  which  ttie  French  republic  has  to  make  peace,  than 
Cardinal  Bufca,  as  he  acknowledges  in  his  letter  to  M.  Albini* 
which  has  been  printed,  and  the  original  of  which  is  in  my  hands. 
The  Pope  rallied  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  when  the  firft 
powers  of  Europe  were  eager  to  acknowledge  the  republic,  aqp 
defired  peace  with  her — he  fed  himfelf  with  vain  chimeras,  and 
nothing  was  forgotten  to  commence  the  deftru&ion  of  this  fine 
country.  Neverthelefs,  there  remains  ftill  to  his  Holinefs  the 
hope  of  faving  his  dates  by  placing  more  confidence  in  the 
generofity  of  the  French  republic,  and  by  giving  himfelf  up 
wholly  and  fpeedily  to  pacific  negotiation. 

I  kndw  that  his  Holinefs  has  been  mifled ;  I  will  dill  prove 
*o  all  Europe  the  moderation  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory  of  the 
French  republic,  by  allowing  him  five  days  to  fend  a  negotiator, 
furnifhed  with  full  powers,  who  (hall  proceed  to  Foligno,  where 
I  (hall  be,  and  where  1  defire  to  be  able  to  contribute,  as  far  as  in 
me  lies,  to  give  a  fignal  proof  of  the  con  fide  rat  ion  which  I  have 
for  the  holy  feat.  Whatever  happens,  M.  Cardinal,  1  beg  yon 
to  be  allured  of  the  diftinguifhed  eftcem  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Buonaparte, 


Bumapartt)  Commander in  Chief \  to  the  Executive  Direclory. 

Head- quarters  at  Tolentino;  10  Ventofe% 
February  19. 

\  SHALL  fend  yob  immediately  the  ten  ftandards  which  we 
*  have  taken  from  the  Pope  in  the  different  aQions  we  have  had 
with  his  troops.  You  will  find  annexed  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  the  Holy  Father  has  written  to  me;  and  of  my  anfwer. 

(Signed)  *  BuoftAfrAktfE. 

Pius  Pope VI. 

Dear  Son,  Health  and  Apoftolic  Benediflion. 

.       .  . 

DESIRING  to  terminate  amicably  our  differences  whh  the 
French  republic,  by  the  retreat  of  the  troops  which  you  command, 
we  fend  and  depute  to  you,  as  our  plenipotentiaries,  two  ecclefi- 
illics,  the  Cardinal  Matty*  wh6  is  perfe&ly  known  to  you,  and 
,  M.  Caleppi;  and  two  feculars,  the  Duke  Don  Lewis  Brafchi, 
(tor  nephew,  and  the  Matquis  Camillus  Mafliml,  Who  are  in-' 
fefted  with  dur  full  powers*  to  eohceft  with  you,  promife  and 
fobfcribe  fuch  conditions  as  we  hope  will  be  juft  and  reafbnable, 
obliging  ourfelves,  under  our  faith  and  word,  to.  approve  and 
ratify  them  in  fpecial  form*  in  order  that  thcfy  rtiay  be  ralid  and 
inviolable  in'  all  future  time.     Affured  of  the  fentiments  of  good 
will  which  you  have  manifefted,  we  have  abftainefd  froth  remov- 
ing any  thing  from  Rome,  by  which  you  will  be  perfuaded  of  the 
entire  confidence  which  ive  repofe  in  you.     We  conclude  by 
stffuring  you  of  our  mod  perfeft  efteem*  and  id  giving  you  the 
Mernitf  apoftolic  benedi&ion. 
.  Pf  0«,  P.  P*  XVI. 

'  GMnat  St.  Peter's,  in  Acme,  ihi  \7.th  Fibrudfy 
'• '    i  ^97,  the  22d  year  of  our  pontificate. 

mndfarte,  Genetal  ih  Chief  of  the  Arniy  of  hat},  tb  his  tiolihefs 

•     thi  Pope. 

tlead  Quarters  at  Tolentiho, 
Moft  Holy  Fathet*,  1  Venhfe,  5/*  Tear. 

t  OUGHT  t&  thank  your  riolinefs  for  the  obliging  things 
contained  in  the  letter  which  you  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write 
tome. 

'fhe  peace  between  the  French  republic  anct  your  Holincfs; 
is  juft  figned  :  I  felicitate  myfelf  ih  having  been  able  to  contribute 
tb  your  pejfonal  fafety, 

J  entreat  your  fclolinefs  to  guard  agairift  the  perfons  now  at 
Rome,  who  ares  fold  to  the  courts,  the  enemies  of  peace,  o^  wha 
fufler  themfelves  to  be  guided  exclufively  by  the  pailioni  Of  hatred, 
fchich  the  lofs  of  territory  naturally  engenders* 

Vol,  VI.  H  &w>\fc 


C  so  y 

Europe  knows  the  pacific  inclinations,  and  the  virtue  of  youf 
Holinefs.  The  French  republic  will  be  one  of  the  trued  frien<jtf 
of  Rome. 

I  fend  my  aid- de-camp,  chief  of  brigade,  to  exprefs  to  your 
Holinefs  the  perfeft  efteem  and  veneration  which  I  have  for  your 
perfon,  and  to  entreat  you  to  confide  in  the  defire  which  I  have 
to  give  you,  on  every  occafion,  proofs  of  the  refpe£t  and  venera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yonr  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Buonaparte. 


I 


STATE  PAPER. 
DeclarMthn  if  the  General  Adminiflratton  of  Lombardy^ 

TX7HEREAS,  notwithftanding  the  declaration  of  neutrality  of 
"  the  Helvetic  republic,  the  inhabitants  of  the  bailiwicks  of 
Lugano  and  Belinzona  have  openly  favoured  the  defcrtion  of  th* 
Austrian  prifoners ;  whereas  money,  boats,  and  clothes  a*e  pro- 
Cured,  and  roads  pointed  out  to  them  to.  join  their  armies ;  where* 
4s  the  magiftrates  permit  Auftrian  and  Englith  emiflkrieyto  refute? 
in  thofe  bailiwicks,  from  whence  they  endeavour  to  difturb  thr 
internal:  tranquillity  of  Lombardy ;  whereas  the  principal  magif* 
trate  at-  Lugano  has  .dared  to  compel  by  force  fooi*  Lombard* 
vho  refided*  in  that  town,  to  lay  afide  the  cockade  of  the  ficft 
power  in.  Europe,  which  is  the  French  republic:  In  fiat* 
whejeafcthtfe'infifingements  of  the  neutrality  difplay.  a  tendency 
hoftile  to  the  French  republic,  and  contrary  to  the  geod  under* 
Handing  which  xiiieht  to  fubfift  with  Lombardy,  the  General* 
Adminiftration  refolves  as  follows : 

.-  i.  All  the.  inhabitants  of  the  bailiwicks  of  BelinxoM  aoi* 
Lugano,  who  lhall  appear  on  the  territory  of  Lombardy,  tin* 
provided'  with  paflborts  of  the  Lombard  conftituted  authorities,, 
lhall  immediately  be  arretted  as  fufpe&ed  perfons,  condu&exft 
beyond  the  frontiers,  and,  fliould  they  return  again,  be  treated  as 
fpies  of  the  hdflile  powers,  and  judged  by  martial  law. 

a.  All  the  Swifs  barges,  on  board  of  which  Auftrian  deferters- 
{frail  be  founds  are  to  be  confiscated,  and  their  mailers  judged  by 
feilhary  law  as  perfons  recruiting  for  the  enemy. 

3.  As  long  as  the  agents  of  Auftria,  efpecially  one  Andreazzi, 
calling  himfclf  an  Imperial  commiflioner,  fhall  not  be  bammed 
from  thofe  countries,  the  importation  of  corn  from  Lombardy: 
fteftbe  prohibited. 
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Rattflon,  February  19,  . 

*pHE  impending  new  campaign  has  been  officially  announced 
*~  to  the  diet  of  the  empire.  The  declaration  made  on  the  14th 
infant,  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  to  the  three  colleges  of  the 
empire,  contains amongft  others,  the  following  paflage: 

The  dates  mull  have  acquired  the  mod  perfect  convidion  from 
many  events,  especially  from  the  hoftile  fentiments  expreffed  by 
the  enemy  againft  the  integrity  of  the  empire,  that  it  is  become 
unavoidably  neceflary  to  make  greater  efforts.,  and  to  lofe  no  time, 
in  (training  every  nerve  to  fupport  his  Imperial  Majedy,  in  the 
generous  patriotic  refolutipn  of  employing  all  his  forces  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Germanic  empire,  and  the  prefervation  of  its  con- 
ftitution,  with  all  poflifcle  vigour,  and  with  farther  Sacrifices  of 
his  refources. 

The  Emperor  then  demands  of  all  thofe  dates,  who  wifh  for 
the  farther  protection  of  the  Imperial  arms,  the  fpeedyf  urn  i  thing 
of  their  quintuple  contingent  of  troops,  who  are  to  join  the  army 
of  the  empire  without  delay  ;  to  furnilh  alfo  the  contingents  in 
money,  and  the  arrears  of  the  Roman  months,  in  order  that  the 
effedive  force  may  be  feafonably  known  before  the  opening  of 
the  impending  campaign,  which  is  to  be  carried  on  with  the 
greateft  energy. 

The  Emperor  concludes  his  declaration  'by  ftating : 

His  Majefly  the  Emperor  and  King,  confidering  the  immenfe 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  and  the  vidflitudes  of  the  war  which  have 
hitherto  taken  place,  will  rind  it  impoflible  to  avert  the  hoftile 
dangers  which  threaten  the  Germanic  constitution,  and  the  pro- 
sperity of  certain  diftrifis  of  Germany,  unlets  his  co-dates  wil} 
yant  him  the  moil  a&ive  fupport. 
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Louis  XVHI.  to  the  French. 

A  PROFOUND  grief  penetrates  pur  breaft  every  time  we  fee 
"■  Frenchmen  groaning  in  captivity  through  their  attachment 
to  the  fafety  of  f  ranee.  But  will  it  fatisfy  your  tyrants  to  have 
procured  new  viftims?  In  this  confpiracy  which  they  impute  to 
them,  in  the  papers  they  publifh  fo  faftidioufly,  will  they  not 
feek  pretexts  to  calumniate  our  intentions  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  dread- 
ed, finally,  that,  either  by  forging  papers,  or  by  throwing  out 
fubtle  infinuations,  they  will  attempt  to  paint  us  to  you  in  falfe 
colours  ? 

It  is  our  duty  to  adraonifh  you  againft:  a  perfidy  which  the 
experience  of  what  is  paft  authorizes  us  to  forefee  :  ir  is  our  duty 
to  man i fed  to  you  the  fentiments  with  which  our  heart  is  filled. 
The  tyrants  envelope  themfelves  in  the  lhades  of  mydery  ;  a  father 
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dreads  not  to  be  feen  by  bis  children.  Thofe  of  our  faithful  fubjeflj 
whom  we  have  appointed  to  inftrufl  you  as  to  your  true  interefts, 
will  retrace  in  this  paper  the  inftru&ions  they  hare  received. 
Thofe  whom  the  purity  of  their  zeal,  and  the  wifdom  of  their 
principle?,  wilL  entitle  to  our  confidence  in  future,  will  here  read 
aforehand  the  inftruaipns  which  will  be  given  to  them. 

Finally,  all  the  French,  who,  (baring  our  love  for  the  counr . 
try,  wi(h  to  concur  towards  faving  it,  will  inftruft  themfelves  in 
the  rules  they  qugtit  to  follow;  and  all  France,  acquainted  with 
the  end  to  Which  every  one  flioiild  concur  in  concert,  and  the 
means  which  ought  to  be  employed,  |friil  form  a  judgment  for 
itfeif  of  the  good  which  it  ought  to  expr63t  from  tf\em. 

We  have  faid  to  our  agents  (note,  by  the  Directory  :  Dunan. 
Brottjer,  and  Lavilluernpis  >  and  we  repeat  to  them  incefiantly ; 
Bring  back  our  people  to  the  holy  religion  of  their  forefathers,  ancj 
to  the  paternal  government,  which  fo  lpng  constituted  the  glory  N 
and  happinefe  of  France.  Explain  to  them,  the  constitution  of 
the  (late  has  been  calumniated  becaufe  it  has  been  mifunderftood. 
Jnftruft  them  to  djftinguim  it  from  the  regime  which  ha§  beenf 
too  lopg  introduced,  bhew  them,  that  it  is  alike  oppofite  to 
anarchy  and  defpotifm,  the  two  fcourges  which  are  as  odious  to 
us  as  they  are  to  them,  but  which  alternately  have  affii&ed  France 
fince  fhehb?  no  longer  had  a  king.  Gonfult  wife  and  enlightened 
men  as  to  the  new  degrees  of  perfeftion  of  which  that  constitution 
ipay  be  fufceptible,  and  make  known  to  them  the  forms  it  h^i 
prefcribeel  to  effe&  jts  own  amelioration.  Affirm  that  we  are 
adopting  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  to  preferve  it  from  thp 
injuries  of  time,  and  from  the  attacks  of  authority  itfeif.  Gua* 
rantee  once  more  oblivion  of  errors,  of  injuries,  and  even  of 
crimes.  Quench  in  every  bread  every  the  fmalleft  wifh  of  private 
revenges,  which  we  are  refolved  to  reprefs  with  feverity.  Tranf- 
mit  to  us  the  public  wi.l  as  to  the  regulations  which  are  calculated 
to  corredt  abufes,  the  reform  pf  which  will  be  the  conf|ant  object 
of  our  folicitude.  Apply  all  your  attention  to  pirevent  the  return 
pf  that  regime  of  jjlood  which  has  coft  us  fo  many  tears,  and  witjj 
which  our  wretched  fubjeflsare  flill  menaced.  Direct  the  choice 
they  are  about  tp  make  fowardp  men,  of  worth,  friends  pf  order 
and  peace,  who  are  at  the  fame  time  incapable  of  betraying  the 
dignity  of  the  f  rerjeh  pame.  and  whofe  virtues,  intelligence,  and 
couiage  may  help  us  to  reflore  happinefs  tq  our  people.  Promife 
rewards  proportioned  to  their  fervices,  to  the  military  of  every 
Tank,  and  to  the  members  of  the  ^dminiftrafions  who  (hall  co- 
operate towards  the  re-eftablifhmeftt  of  religiop,  laws,  and 
legitimate  authority.  But,  in  the  re-eftablilhmcnt  of  them, 
avoid  the  employment  of  the  atrocious  means  which  were  prac- 
ticed to  overthrow  them.     E^pe^l  from  the  public  opinion  a 
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ffuccefs,  which  it  alone  can  render  folid  and  durable ;  or,  it  }% 
fliould  be  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  force  of  arms,  do  not  at 
Jeaft  employ  this  cruel  force  until  the  laft  extremity,  and  to  give 
itajnft  and  neceflary  fupport. 

Frenchmen  !  A}1  the  documents  you  may  meet  with  in  con* 
formity  to  thefe  fentlments,  we  mail  glory  in  avowing.  If  any 
ftould  be  prefented  to  you  in  which  you  fhould  not  recognize 
thefe  characters,  rejrft  them  as  the  productions  of  liars;  they 
arc  not  in  conformity  with  our  heart* 

(Signed)  IrOyi$. 

G'tviff  on  the  10th  of  Mdrch,  of  the  year  of  Crape 
j  797,  and  our  reign  the  fecondf 


PROCLAMATION. 

Buonaparte,  Genera}  ;/?  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy,  to  the  Soldiers 

of  the  Army  of  Italy. 

fiead-quarters  at  Baffano,  20  Vent  of e9 
$th  Year \(io  March). 

T^JrlE  capture  of  Mantua  has  almoft  given  the  finifhing  ftroke 
to  a  campaign  which  has  entitled  you  to  the  eternal  gratitude 
pf  your  country. 

You  have  carried  viflory  in  fourteen  pitched  battles,  and  in 
feventy  engagements.  You  have  taken  more  than  an  hundred 
thoufand  prifoners.  You  haye  taken  from  the  enemy  500  field 
pieces  and  2000  large  £ annon. 

The  contributions  levied  on  the  countries  you  have  conquered, 
have  firpportedj  maintained,  and  paid  the  army  during  the 
whole  campaign.  You  have,  moreover,  fent  30  millions  to  the 
jpinifter  of  finance,  for  the  increafe  of.  the  public  treafure. 

You  have  enriched  the  Mufeum  of  Paris  with  above  300  fub- 
)t&s,  matter -piepes  of  ancient  and  modern  Italy,  the  produ&ion 
of  which  has  been  the  labour  pf  thirty  ages.  You  have  con- 
guered  for  the  republic  the  fineft  countries  of  Europe.  The  re- 
publics pt  Lombardy  and  Gifpadana  are  indebted  to  you  for  their 
liberty.  The  colours  of  France,  for  the  firft  time,  wave  on  the 
Adriatic  (bores,  oppofite,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  fail  of 
ancient  Macedonia.  The  kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples,  the 
JPope,  and  the  Duke  of  Parma,  are  detached  from  the  coalition 
of  our  enemies^  and  are  leagued  in  friendfhip  with  us.  You 
have  chafed  the  Engliih  frqrh  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  Corfica ; 
but  you  have  not  yet  finiflied.  A  more  fplendid  achievement  is 
in  referve  for  you :  in  you  the  country  places  its  deareft  hopes  j 
continue  to  defer ve  ks  confidence.  ^ 
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.  Among  all  the  enemies  who  cpalefced  to  ftifle  the  republic  it 
its  birth,  the  Emperor  alone  is  oppofed  to  us.  This  prince, 
/degrading  himfelf  from  the  rank  of  a  great  potentate,  is  in  the 
pay  of  the  merchants  of  London.  He  is  actuated  by  no  other 
policy,  has  no  other  will  than  that  of  the  perfidious  iflanders, 
who,  themfelves  ftrangers  to  the  horrors  of  war,  fmile  witfc 
fleafure  at  the  miferies  of  the  continent. 

The  Executive  Dire&ory  has  fpared  no  endeavours  to  give 
peace  to  Europe;  tlie  moderation  of  its  propofals  was  not  dic- 
tated by  the  ftrengrh  of  its  armies :  it  did  not  confult  your  cou- 
rage, but  followed  the  impulfe  of  humanity,  and  a  defire  to  be* 
hold  you  in  the  bofoms  of  your  families :  its  voice  has  not  been 
heard  at  Vienna,  and  there'  is  no  other  hope  for  peace,  but  by 
feeking  her  in  the  he^rt  of  the  hereditary  ftates  of  the  Houfc  of 
Auftria.  You  wiH  there  find  a  brave  race  opprefled  by  the  wars 
againft  the  Turks,  and  by  the  prefont  war;  The  inhabitants  of 
Vienna  and  the  dates  of  Auftria  groan  under  a  fuperftitious  and 
arbitrary  government.  There  is  no  one  who  doubts  that  the  mi-* 
jiifters  of  the  Emperor  have  been  corrupted  by  the  gold  of  the 
Englifh.  You  will  relpefi  their  religion,  their  cuftoms,  their 
property — remember'  it  is  liberty  you  are  carrying  to  the  brave 
Hungarians. 

The  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  for  three  ages  has  been  dimi- 
niihing  its  power  by  wars,  has  excited  the  difcontents  of  the 
people,  by  depriving  them  of  their  privileges;  it  will  find  itfelf 
reduced,  at  the  end  of  the  fixth  campaign  (fince.  it  forces  us  to 
commence  it),  to  accept  fuch  a  peace  as  we  (hall  grant  it ;  and 
ihe  will  defcend  in  reality  to  that  rank  of  a  fecondary  power,  in 
which  ihe  has  already  placed  herfelf^  by  fufrmitting  to  he  in  the 
pay  and  at  the  difjpofal  of  England* 

(Signed)         Buonaparte,. 
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Meffage  *f  (be  Executive  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 

on  the  l$th  Afarch>   1797. 

A  NARCHY  and  royalifm  are  (till  plotting  and  threatening 
•"■  us.  Government  is  too  weak  to  oppofe  to  them  a  bulwark 
fufficiently  ftrong,  becaufe  it  is  not  fupported  by  the  public  func/ 
tionaries.  A  confiderable  number  of  them  hgve  declined  rally- 
ing about  the  ftandard  of  the  friends  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
third  year,  by  refufing  to  take  the  civic  oath  which  you  enjoinec| 
them  to  take.  The  conftituted  authorities  are  in  this  dilemma; 
they  allege,  in  their  juftification,  that  they  declared  their  abhor* 
rence  of  royalty  on  entering  upon  their  refpeftive  offices,  and 
t  the  oath  prefcribed  by  the  law  of  the  19th  Nivofe  was  apr 
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pficaBle  only  to  the  functionaries  appointed  fubfequent  to  that  pe* 
riod.  From  their  refufal  to  comply  with  the  oath  of  hatred  to 
royalty  and  anarchy,  it  is  obvious  that  their  inclinations  have  a 
bias  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  factions.  The  law  of  the  17th  Ven- 
tofe  infli&s  the  puniftiment  of  tranfportation  on  any  public  func- 
tionary who  does  not  refign  his  fituation  after  a  pofitive  refufal 
to  take  the  civic  oath.  Is  this  law  applicable  to  the  old  pub- 
\  Kg  fan&ioriaries?  or,  is  it  obligatory  only  on  thofe  who  have 
been  recently  appointed?  The  Dire&ory  wifh  the  Council  to 
communicate  their  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft.  If  this  law  was 
not  intended  to  apply  to  the  old  functionaries,  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory fuggeft  the  propriety  of  adminiftering  to  them  an  oath  of 
hatred  to  two  factions  equally  mifchievous  and  dangerous.  Or* 
the  approaching  eledlions,  the  royalifts  and  anarchifts  ground 
their  hopes  of  carrying  their  criminal  defigns  into  execution, 
and  they  will  make  every  effort  to  promote  their  accomplices  to 
public  offices.  The  difturbances  in  Vendome  favour  thi£  notion, 
and  the  inadvertent  difclofure  of  fa&s  by  the  perfons  under  trial 
at  that  place  is  a  complete  confirmation  of  h.  The  licentious 
Writers  are  continually  afperfing  and  vilifying  the  government^ 
with  a  view  of  bringing  it  into  contempt:  a  juftrfication  of 
the  emigrants  is  circulated  with  the  greateft  rnduftry ;  the  repub- 
lic is  reprefentecf  as  unliable  and  ftu&aating,  and  the  audacity  of ' 
its  enemies  is  fo  great,  that  they  go  the  length  of  queftioning  the 
probability  of  its  continuance. 

[The  rneffage  concluded  with  *  recommendation  to  introduce  a? 
law,  obliging  the  ele&or*  to  take  the  oath  of  hatred  to  royalty 
and  anarchy,  previous  to  entering  upon  their  fun&ions.  Such  z- 
law  was  palled.] 

EMBARGO  IN  THE  FRENCH  PORTS. 


ASmJtrf  of  the  General  Police  of  the  Republic. 

Liberty — EotrALifY. 

hbiSfrom  tbi  Regifter  and  Deliberations  of  the  Executive  Di+ 

re&ory. 

Paris  f  27  Ventofe  (17  March  J,  $th  Tear  of  the  French 

Republic ',  one  and  indiviftble. 

THE  Executive  Di-re^oiy  refolves,    that  all   communication. 

between  France  and  England,  particularly  by  the  ports  of 

Dieppe  and  Calais,   fliall  be  provifionally   fufpended  to  the   id 

*—'--*  next    (20th  May).     The  minifters  of  general  police 
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and  the  marine  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  preferit 

arret* 

(Signed)  Rewbel,  Prefident  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory. 
La  Garde,  Sec.  Gen. 
Cochon,  Minifter  of  General  Police. 
DuBourg,  Sec.  of  Marine. 
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STATE  PAPER. 

Provifory  Regulations  for  the  P  ruffian  Provinces  Jituafi  on  the  left 

Bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Art.  I.  SXN  the  ift  Germinal,  of  the  fifth  year  of1  the  repute 
^  lie  (March  21,  1797J,  ail  the  French  adm{niftr*< 
tions,  under  what  denomination  foever  they  may  have  been  or- 
ganized, (hall  entirely  ceafe  their  fundions*  In  order  to  replace9, 
them,  and  examine  their  operations,  there  fliall  be  created  an  in- 
termediate commiffion  of  five  members,  one  of  whom  (hall  W 
perpetual  prefident;  the  commiffion  (hall  refide  at  Bonn. 

II.  The  ancient  conftitutions,  ufages,   cuftoras,  laws,    anq, 
contributions,  (hall  be  re-eftablifhed  at  the  above-mentioned  pe*/ 
liod,  for  the  Pruflian  provinces  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine*' 
Their  magistracies,  chambers  of  juftice  and  finances,  (hall  re-, 
fume,  with  full  right,  their  funftions.     The  clergy  of  all .  or- 
ders (hall  remain  in  the  entire  poifeffion  of  their  property,  and 
no  wood  (hall,  under  any  pretence,  be  felled,  without  a  fperiat* 
and  explanatory    order  from   the  commander  in  chief  of  the! 
French  army,  called  of  the  Sambre  and  Mjeufe;  be  it  however' 
obferved,  that,  until  farther  orders,  the  authority  of  the  republic 
is  the  only  one  that  ought  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  conquered 
countries. 

III.  The  intermediate  commiffion  (hall  appoint  a  commiffionef 
with  the  Pruffian  adminiftrations,  whofe  fun&ions  (hall  be  to 
watch  over  the  execution  of  the  orders  given,  either  by  the 
commander  in  chief  or  by  the  commiffion ;  to  receive  and  tranf- 
xnit  to  the  commiffion  the  requefts,  either  of  the  adminiftrations 
or  private  individuals;  as  likewife  all  the  inftru&ions  he  may 
happen  to  obtain,  and  to  give  information  to  the  governiiiiM 
refpeding  the  condud  adopted  by  fome  of  its  former  agents  in  the 
conquered  countries. 

IV.  Immediately  after  the   inftallation  of   the   magiftracies, 
which  (hall  be  certified  by  an  authentic  aft  fproces  verbal),  the 
chamber  of  finances   of  the  Prulfian   provinces  (hall  order  the' 
agents  of  the  former  adminiftrations  to  give  a  detailed  account  of 
then  operations,  which  it  (hall  examine  and  forward  to  the  in- 

^  termediate 
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termediate  commiflion,  with  fuch  remarks  as  it  (hall  think  pro- 
per to  add  thereto. 

V.  The  new  magiftrates  (hall  eorrefpond  with  the  interme* 
diate  commiflion,  on  fuch  matters  as  relate  to  their  adminillra- 
tion;  they  (hall  addrefs  to  the  commiflion  all  the  juft  requefts 
which  they  may  deem  proper  to  form,  and  give  every  month  a 
minute  account  of  th&r  conduit. 

VI.  The  produce  of  the  taxes  of  the,  faid  Pruflian  dates,  of 
which  the  mode  of  collection  (hall  without  delay  be  fixed,  as 
well  as  the  arrears  due  on  the  forced  loan,  (hall  be  thrown* 
without  any  dedudion,  into  the  cheft  of  the  pay mafter- general 
of  the  army,  who  will  give  proper  receipts. 

VII.  By  virtue  of  the  execution  of  the  preceding  article,  no 
requifition  in  money  or  provifions  (hall  be  made  in  the  PrufGaa 
provinces;  (hould,  however,  the  events  of  the  war,  or  other 
circumftances,  render  neccflary  a  fupply  of  provifions  or  cattle, 
•r  (hould  the  want  of  fpecie  oblige  the  perfons  paying  contri- 
butions to  acquit  themfelves  in  articles  of  daily  confucnptioQ^ 
the  provifions  (hall  be  received  at  the  prices  hereafter  mentioned^ 
and  in  defalcation  of  the  taxes,  namely,  a  quintal  of  wheat, 
aine  livres ;  a  quintal  of  rye,  barley,  or  fpelt,  fix  livres;  a  facia 
of  oats,  of  fix  Parifian  bufhels*  fix  livres ;  a  quintal  of  hsy» 
two  livres  five  fous ;  a  quintal  of  draw,  one  livre ;  a  pound,  of 
SKat,  four  fous  fix  deniers. 

VIII.  The  members  of  the  magisterial  corporations^  and  th* 
bailiffs,  who,  for  any  caufe  whatever,  may  have  transferred  theif 
fcfidence  to,  or  preferved  the  fame  on  the  right  bank  of  th$ 
Rhine,  are  authori(ed  and  invited  to  refume  their  charges.  In 
cafe  of  the  demife  of  any  member  of  the  chambers,  tribunals, 
or  bailliwicks,  the  intermediate  commiflion  is  authorifed  to  ap- 
print  to  the  vacant  places,  perfons  recommended  as  proper  ob- 
ja&s  by  the  magiftrates,  who  are  to  be  immediately  reinftalled* 

Thefe  prefents,  corroborated  with,  the  feal  of  command^  and 
Ariivecad  to  the  deputies  of  the  Pruflian  provinces,  have  been 
tefolved  at  Cologne,  2id  Ventofe,  5th  ysar  of  the  French  re* 
public,  March  *a,  1797. 

The  general,  commanding  in  chief  the  army  of  the  Sam- 
bre  and  Meufe,  charged  by  the  Executive  Directory 
with  the  general  adminiftration  of  the  conquered  counr 
tries*. 

(Signed)  Lazarus  Hoche. 

Promulgated  at  Weftl% 
Afarcb  18,  1797. 


Vot.  VI, 
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Prt-Mcmorta  of  the  Imperial  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  oualta, 
Count  Fugger,  tending  to  make  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Circle  of 
Suabia  rife  in  a  Mafs. 

HPHE  undcrfigncd  minifter  plenipotentiary  with  the  circle  of 
""*  Suabia  having  received  orders,  by  eftafette,  to  prepare  the 
fifing  in  a  mafs,  in  order  to  avert  the  danger  which  threatens  the 
north  of  Suabia,  and  to  make  this  mafs  occupy  the  pafles  bor- 
dering on  the  Tyrolefe,  hat  thought  it  expedient,  partly  to  fur- 
ther the  faid  purpofe,  partly  to  carry  into  effeft  the  appeal  already 
made  to  the  ftates  and  inhabitants  of  Suabia  in  general  having  at ' 
heart  the  falvation  of  the  country,  to  caufe  a  general  congrefs  of 
thofe  ftates  and  lords  inhabiting  the  firft  and  fecond  line  of  de- 
fence, to  be  holden  in  the  imperial  city  of  Kempten,  on  th£ 
7th  inftant. 

All  the  ftates,  lords,  and  proprietors  of  the  above-mentioned 
diftrids  are,  therefore,  humbly  requefted,  ift,  to  appear  per- 
sonally, or  by  delegates,  at  the  faid  congrefs,  fo  important  for  all 
Suabia  and  its  preservation,  and  to  join  in  comrrjon  delibera- 
tion, 

2d,  That  the  faid  parties  concerned  do  make  the  neceflary 
preparation  to  aflemble  immediately  all  the  regulars,  hunters,  and 
markfmen  that  can  be  brought  together,  properly  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  as  likewife  all  the  provifions  neceflary  for 
their  fupport,  and  fend  them  to  Kempten,  the  general  rendez- 
vous, by  forced  marches,  where  they  are  to  remain  for  the  prc- 
fent,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Schnizer. 

(Signed)  Fugger. 

Dated  Vim,  April  4*  1797. 


REQUISITION, 

Addreffed  by  Count  Fugger,  Minifter  from  the  Emperor  to  the 
Circle  of  Suabia ,  to  the  Lords,  Ejiates,  and  Inhabitants  of  that 
Country,  to  rife  in  a  Mafs. 

#TPHE  country  is  in  danger!  Should  the  inhuman  enemy*  who 
**■  is  diftinguifbed  only  by  the  commiflion  of  every  fpecies  of 
excefs  and  horror,  fucceed  in  penetrating  through  the  northern 
part  of  Tyrol,  who  would  be  able  to  defcribe  or  calculate]  the 
xnifery,  the  extortions,  the  excefles,  and  the  ads  of  violence 
they  would  occafion )  Let  us  take  a  -retrofpeft  of  fthat  the  Sua- 
bians  ftiflfered  lad  year,  when  their  property  was  plundered,  their 
peaceful  cottages  burnt,  and  their  perfons  expofed  to  an  ufage  at 
cruel  in  the  extreme,  and  (hocking  to  humanity.     Thefe 

events. 
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events  moft  certainly  convince  every  body  of  what  we  hare  hf 
dread  from  a  fecond  irruption*  There  certainly  are  hopes  left 
that  the  invincible  cburage  of  the  Imperial  royal  troops,  and  the* 
ferfeverance  of  the  Tyrolean  peafants9  will,  by  their  united 
forces,  keep  the  enemy  from  our  frontiers ;  but  Suabia  ought 
not,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  an  idle  fpedator,  while  the  danger 
4f  the  war  threatens  her  frontiers,  and  at  fo  fmall  a  diftance. 
The  underfigned  royal  Imperial  minifter,  in  conjunction  with 
fame  of  the  dates  at  prefent  aflembled  in  this  city,  or  with  their 
counsellors,  envoys,  and  delegates,  thinks  he  owes  it  to  the  pre* 
lent  emergency,  to  the  common  caufe,  and  the  falvation  of  the 
Whole,  to  make  this  public  appeal  to  all  the  good  and  well-diC 
pofed  burghers,  &c.  inhabitants  of  the  country,  to  avert  the 
danger  by  patriotifm  and  the  exertion  of  their  ftrength,  to  keep 
the  enemy,  by  a  general  rifing  in  a  mafs,  from  penetrating  to 
their  frontiers,  and  to  fave  themfelves  and  their  country.  With 
this  well-meant  defign,  they  are  invited  to  yield  fpeedy,  accu- 
rate, and  fpirited  obedience,  with  courage  and  fidelity,  to  thi 
meafures  which  their  fuperiors  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 

(Signed)  Fuoger. 

Dated  Ulm,  April  4,  1797. 


Proclamation  iffued  at  Vienna. 

•T^HE  prefent  war,  of  which  the  unavoidable  confequence  has 
*■  been  the  deftru&ion  of  fo  many  lives,  has  given  the  greatetf 
fib&finds  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  from  the  time  of  his  nrft  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  throne.  Penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  and 
compaffion  for  his  fubje&s,  and  animated  with  the  wifli  to  re- 
ftore  plenty  and  profperity  to  all  his  hereditary  dates,  his  Ma* 
jefty  has  never  ceafed  to  devife  fuch  means  as  might  put  an  end 
to  the  calamities  of  war ;  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  regret  that 
he  faw  ail  his  endeavours  fruitlefs,  and  himfelf  in  confequence 
obliged  to  exert  his  utmoft  force  to  defend  his  ftates  and  faithful 
febjfeds  agaifift  the  attacks  of  fhe  enemy.  Anxious  to  fpare  the 
blood  of  his  fubje&s,  his  Imperial  Majefty  ftill  wifhed  for  peace, 
even  in  the  moment  when  his  arms  were  mod  fignally  victori- 
ous. His  Majefty  has  now  likewife  given  in  charge  to  the  un- 
derfigned, the  prefident  of.  Lower  Auftria,  to  communicate  to 
the  public  the  mod  pofitive  aflurance,  that  <c  he  is  now  em- 
ployed, in  the  mod  earned  manner,  in  haftening  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  p^ace."  But,  tfibugh  his  Majefty  will  negleft  no- 
thing which  may  procure  the  bleflings  of  a  fpeedy  peace  to  his 
hereditary  ftates,  he  trufts  with  confidence,  that  fhould  the  enemy, 
dazzled  by  the  changeable  fortune  of  war,  contrary  to  what  we 
*Oi*ld  hope,  arrogantly  rejed  fill  reconciliation,  or  vnftft  cttv  en* 


tnvagaftt  conditions,  and  fuch  as  are  difgracefl  1  to  tKe  Anftri*»> 
nation,,  every  faithful  fubjed,  .mindful  of  the  duties  to  which  be 
has  fworn,  will  exert  his  utmoft  efforts  to  ^  *ain  peace  by  a  coti~ 
ragcous  defence  of  his  country,  and  wil!  contribute  all  in  his 
power  to  preparations  which  the  extreme  emergency  may  render 
necefiary  for  the  fafety  of  the  capital ;  and  that  the  brave  inha* 
bitants  of  Yienna  will  (hew  no  lefs  courage  and  loyalty  than 
their  glorious  anceftors,  who,  under  Ferdinand  and  Leopold  I. 
on  the  walls  of  their  city,  fought  and  conquered,  for  religion, 
their  fovereign,  their  country*  and  their  honour. 

Francis  Count  Saurau, 
Prefident  of  Adminiftration  in  Lower  Auftria. 
Vienna,  Aprils  1797. 


From  the  Vienna  Court  Gazette,  April  8* 

TJIS  Imperial  Majefty,  moved  with  the  loyalty  of  the  inha- 
*•*  bitants  of  Vienna,  who  have  courageoufly  offered  them- 
felves  to  defend  the  country,  *t  this  general  call  for  their  aflift- 
ance,  has  been  pleafed  to  order,  folemnly  to  fignify  to  the  peo- 
ple his  utmoft  content  and  fatisfa&ion,  and  to  make  known,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  order  to  give  a  particular  mark  of  his  gra- 
titude to  the  loyal  citizens  of  Vienna,  that  every  widow  of  a 
citizen  who  may  lofe  his  life  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  and 
-who  is  left  deftitute  of  fupport,  (hall  receive  a  proportionable 
penfion. 

Yefterday  appeared  here,  from  the  government  of  the  Lower 
Auftria,  the  following  proclamation : 

C4  The  prefent  conjun&ure  of  the  times  requiring  it,  his  Ma- 
jefty the  Emperor  has  been  pleafed  to  order,  that  all  ftrangers, 
without  diftin&ion,  (hall  leave  this  place  within  three  days,  and 
go  to  Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  Gallicia,  where  they  (hall  be 
permitted  to  ftay  in  the  provincial  towns.  All  houfekeepers  (hall 
be  made  ,anfwerable,  if,  after  the  expiration  of  thefe  three  days, 
a  foreigner  is  found  in  their  houfes,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  police. 

"  Vienna,  April  7,  I797-" 


The  Gazette  likewife  contained  the  following  proclamation 
relative  to  the  Bank  of  Vienna : 

"  WHEREAS  an  unufual  demand  has  been  made  on  the 
Jrfank  for  ca(h,  in  exchange  for  its  notes,  eithcj  by  felfifli  and 
;  varicious  perfons,  or  fach  as  harbour  malicious  defigns  againft 
^ie  ftate,  his  Imperial  Majefty,  from  his  fatherly  care  for  his 
~ ',  has  been  pleafed  to  order  that  from  tbe  5th  of  April 

inftant, 
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inftant,  the  following  regulations  fhall  be  adopted,  iintil^  by  the 
affiftance  of  Divine  Providence,  a,  change  of  eircumftances, 
fpeedily  to  be  hoped,  may  take  place,  which  fhall  reftore  the 
former  order  of  things.**     v  * 

Thefe  regulations  confift  in  ordering  that,  oh  the  ufual  days  o€ 
payment,  Bank  notes  (hall  be  exchanged  for  fmaller  ;  and  (matt 
fums  of  ca(h,  from  five  to  twenty-five  florins,  be  given,  if  re- 
quired. 

That  thefe  notes  (hall  be  paid  by  all  public  offices,  in  all  pay- 
ments  of  the  public  debts,  penfions,  or  intereft,  with  fmall  fums 
in  ready  money,,  to  a  certain  amount,  if  required. 
.  Thefe  notes  (hall  be  received,  at  their  full  value,  in  all  pay- 
ments of  taxes  or  other  dues  to  the  public  treafury,  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  hereditary  dates  of  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Gal- 
Iicia,  and  Auftria. 

■.  Juftice  and  the  gooid  of  the  (late  like  wife  require  that  they. 
(hould  be  received  at  their  full  value,  as  ready  ca(h,  in  all  pri- 
vate payments,  and  in  all  the  tranfa&ions  of  commerce,  under 
the  guarantee  of  the  government* 


Declaration  of  the  Emperor  at  Vi$nna>  on  the  15/A  April. 

/^OUNT  Saurau,  prefident  of  the  adminiftration  of  Lower 
^  Auftria,  has  publiihea  a  proclamation,  by  order  of  his  Im- 
perial  Majefty,  fignifying,  that  though  his  Imperial  Majefty 
cannot,  for  obvious  important  reafons,  undertake  tfre  defence  of 
his  capital  in  his  own  perfon,  he  has  taken  all  the  neceflary  mea- 
fures^  and  cauted  every  provifion  to  be  made  under  his  own  in- 
fpe&ion,  for  its  defence.  His  Imperial  Majefty  likewife  ex- 
prefles  his  hope,  that  the  enemy  will  at  length  confent  to  accept  more 
equitable  terms,  and  fee  in  their  proper  light  thoje  which  bh 
Afaje/fy  has  propofed\  they  are  fo  framed,  as  they  only  can  bef 
vfahout  -  derogating  ftorh  the  dignity  of  his  Imperial  Majcftyf 
and  thebonoiff  of'tlte  nation  he  has  the  happinefs  to  govetm 
His?  Majefty,  however,*  confides  in  the  affiftance  aqd  fuppori  of 
all  His  ftithfifl-fubjifta-;  and  trofts,  that,  (hould  the  enemy  pro- 
ceed to  extremities,  they  alone,  by  the  Divine  affiftance,-  will 
be  the  vi£Htru   '  -  "  *• 

His  Majefty  likewife  gives  notice,  that  whatever  damage  may 
be  done  to  the  city  or  fuburbs  by  the  preparations  neceirary  for 
defence  or  the  affaults  of  the  enemy,  (hall  be  repaired,  after  $hc 
jtftoration  of  peace,1 :  from  his  Majefty 's  private  property. 

■•■'.•;  ■•  ■»»■  .  ..!•«  .  .     ■      .  .'. 
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The  Archduke  Charles's  Reply  to  Buonaparte* 

Mr*  General,  From  my  Head-quarters,  2d April,  iftfj. 

HTHOUGH  I  make  war,  and  obey  the  didtates  of  honour  and 
duty,  yet  I  defire,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  peace,  for  the  happt? 
nefs  of  the  people  and  of  humanity. 

As,  neverthelefs,  in  the  port  entrufted  to  me,  it  does  not  be* 
long  to  me  to  fcrutinize  nor  to  terminate  the  quarrels  of  the  bel- 
ligerent powers,  and  as  I  am  not  furnifhed,  on  the  part  of  hi* 
Imperial  Majefty,  with  any  full  power  to  treat,  you  will  fee  that 
it  is  natural,  M.  General,  that  1  fhould  not  on  that  fubjeft  enter 
}nto  any  negotiation  with  you,  and  that  I  fhould  wait  for  fupe- 
lior  orders  relative  to  an  obje&  of  fuch  high  importance,  and 
which  is  not  fundamentally  a  part  of  my  duty.  Whatever, 
therefore,  may  be  the  future  chance  of  the  war,  or  the  hopes  of 

Sace,  I  entreat  you  to  be  perfuaded,  M.  General,  of  my  di£» 
jguifhed  efteem  and  confideration. 

Charles,  Fiel4-MarlhaL 


Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief,  to  the  Executive  Directory. 

Head- quarters,  Judenturg,  19  Germinal 
Citizens  Dire£tors,  (April  8). 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  the  letter  which  I  wrote. tq 
T  Prince  Charles,  together  with  his  reply.  You  will  find  an* 
nexed  the  note  fent  to  me  by  Generals  Bellegarde  and  MurveUft, 
the  reply  which  I  made  to  them — and  finally,  the  conditions  o( 
the  arrniftice  which  we  have  agreed  upon.  You  will  remark  in. 
it,  by  the  line  of  demarcation,  that  we  occupied  Gratz,  Brack, 
and  Rottermann,  which  we  do  not  now  occupy.  Befides,  it 
was  my  intention  to  give  the  army  two  or  three  days  repofe.  1  big 
artruftice,  therefore,  deranges  very  little  the  military  opera* 
tions. 

Buonaparte. 


jfudenburg,  April  7. 

HIS  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  has  nothing  more  a{ 

heart  than  to  concur  in  reftoring  repofe  to  Europe,  and  to  put  an 

end  to  a  war  which  defolates  the  two  nations ;  in  confequence  of 

the  overture  which  you  made  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  by  your 

letter 


letter  from  Clagenfurth,  his  Majfefty  the  Eiripef  or  has  fenf  fai  to 
you,  to  come  td  an  under  (landing  upon  an  obje&  of  fuch  high 
importance. — Purfuant  to,  the  conversations  which  we  have  juft 
had  with  you,  and  per(Wded  of  the  good  will,  as  weU  as  the  in* 
tefttion  of  the  two  powers,  to  terminate,  as  foon  as  poifible,  thif 
difaftrous  war,  his  royal  highnefs  defires  an  armiftice  for  feven 
days,  in  order  to  attain  the  defired  end  with  more  fpeed,  and  in 
order  that  all  delays  and  obflacles  which  the  continuance  of  hofti* 
lities  may  Oeeafion  to  the  negotiations,  may  be  removed,  and 
every  thing  concur  to  the  re~eiiabli(hm$nt  of  peace  between  the 
two  great  nations* 

Count  Bellegarde,  Lieut.  General. 

Morveldt,  Major-general. 

Gentlemen, 

IN  the  military  pofition  of  the  two  armies,  an  armiftice  is 
quite  hoftile  to  the  French  army ;  but  if  it  is  to  fmooth  the  foad 
to  peace,  which  is  fo  much/defired,  and  will  be  fo  ufeful  to  .the 
two  nations,  I  confent  without  difficulty  to  your  defires. 

1  he  French  republic  has  often  maritfefted  to  his  Majefty  her 
defire  to  put  an  end  to  this  cruel  war ;  ihe  remains  in  the  famfc 
fentiments ;  arid  I  do  not  doubt,  after  the  conference  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  have  with  you,  that  in  a  few  days  peacfc 
will  be  at  length  re-eftablithcd  between  the  French  republic  and 
the  Emperor.  I  beg  you  to  confide  in  thofe  fentiments  of  efteera 
and  confideration  with  which  I  am,  gentlemen,  &c. 

Buonaparte. 

THE  ARMISTICE. 

GENERAL  BUONAPARTE,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  army  in  Italy,  and  his  royal  highnefs  the  Archduke 
Charles,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Imperial  army,  being  defirous 
of  facilitating  the  negotiations  for  peace  which  have  been  opened* 
agree — 

-  Art.  I.  That  there  (hall  be  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the 
French  arid  Imperial  armies,  to  commence  on  this  7th  day  of 
April,  and  to  expire  on  the  13th  at  night. 

II.  The  French  army  (hall  keep  the  following  line:  the  ad* 
vanced  pods  of  the  right  wing  of  this  army  fhall  remain  in  the 
pofition  it  is  now  in  between  Fiume  and  Triefte ;  the  line  fbalt 
extend  to  Treflfen,  Littai,  Windifcleiftritz,  Marburg,  Chien* 
hauflfeh,  and. the  right  line  of  the  Muhr,  Gratz,  Bruch,  Leoben^ 
Trafayak,  Mantem,  along  the  road  from  Mantem  to  Rottrnmarin ; 
from  Rottenmann,  Irdinng,  along  the  valley  of  Lems,  to  Raftadt, 
Saint  Michel,  Spital,  -the  valley  of  the  Drave,  stint  JLiesrfz. 

Voit.VL  K  UVTW 


III.  There  (hall  atfo  be  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  in  the  Tyrol; 
the  generals  commanding  the  French  and  Imperial  troops  in  that 

Juarter  (hall  confer  together,  and  determine  on  the  port  that  each 
lall  occupy.'  Hoftilities  (hall  not  recommence  in  the  Tyrol  till 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  generals  (hall  have  agreed  upon  it; 
and  in  all  cafes,  twenty-four  hours  (hall  elapfe  after  the  generals 
commanding  the  French  and  Auftrian  troops  in  the  Tyrol  (hall 
have  been  reciprocally  informed  of  it. 

Morveldt,  Major-general. 
Count  Bellegarde,    Lieut.  Gen.  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Emperor* 

Buonaparte,  General  in  chief  of  the 
army  of  the  French  republic. 

V 

Meffage  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the 
2$th  April \  refpeSfingJhe  Vi&ories  in  Italy  and  on  the  Rhine,  and 

'  the  Jigning  of  the  Preliminaries  of  a  feparate  Peace  with  the 
Emperor*  •  \ 

Citizens  Reprefentativei, 

fTTHE  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  after  having  favoured 
-■"  the  brilliant  operations  of  the  army  of  Italy,  by  keeping  be- 
fore  them  the  Imperial  troops,  were  no  longer  to  remain  in  a  date 
of  inaftion ;  they  have  juft  opened  the  campaign,  and  the  firft 
movements  have  been  attended  with  fignal  fuccefles.  The  army 
of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  more  formidable  ftill  by  the  remem- 
brance of  fome  checks  which  they  have  already  revenged,  ren- 
dered the  29th  Germinal  illuftrious  by  a  pitched  battle  and  three 
actions,  which  immediately  eftablifhed  their  pofitions  upon  the 
right  bank' of  the  Rhine.  Among  the  glorious  trophies  of  this 
viftory  are,  feven  thoufand  prifoners  of  war,  twenty-feven  pieces 
of  artillery,  feven  ftandards,  fixty  war  and  ammunition  waggons, 
&c. 

The  paflage  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  by  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and 
the  Mofelle,  was  accompli (hed  on  the  ift  of  Floreal.  It  feems 
even  to  furpafs  the  brilliant  operation  which  took  place  at  the 
commencement  of  the  laft  campaign.  This  brave  army,  more 
proud'  perhaps  of  its  retreat  from  Bavaria,  than  of  the  vi&ories 
which  condu&ed  it  into  that  country,  which  obliged  the  Archduke 
to  confume  his  forces  before  Kehl,  while  Mantua  called  in  vain 
to  him  for  fuccour,  has  again  taken  pofleffion  of  that  fort  by  a 
Coup-dermain,  which  it  had  before  defended  for  three  months* 

This  pafikge  was  accomplifhed  in  broad  day,  and  by  main 
force,  while  the  enemy  were  ranged  in  the  ojrcUr  of  battle  on  the 

pofite  bank.-*-Thpy  have  loft  feyerai  foadards,  more  than 
.      ../       4  twenty 
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twenty  places  of  cannon,  their  military  cheft,  the  bureau  of  the 
•tat-inajor,  and.  from  three  to  four  thoufand  prifoners  of  war,* 
one  of  whom  is  a  general.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
is  moft  enormous.  .  . 

Thus,  the  enemy,  difap pointed  in  alt  their  fchemes,  are  every, 
where  vanquiflied,  and  have  no  fafety  but  in  that  peace  which  we' 
have  always  offered  them  upon  equitable  terms. 

The  difpatch,  in  which  General  Moreau  informs  us  of  the 
pafiage  of  the  Rhine  by  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle, 
is  terminated  by  the  following  poftfeript : — "  A  courier  which  I 
received  this  moment  from  General  Buonaparte,  announces  to 
me  the  iigning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with  the  Emperor.'* 

. Re w bell,  Prefident. 
La  Garde,  Secretary- general. 


*h*^i 


Proclamation  of  the  Senate  of  Venice  relative  ^o  the  Dijlurbances  in 

the  Venetian  Territory. 

I*  April. 

'THE  conduit  of  the  republic  of  Venice,  during  the  commotions 
in  Europe,  has  always  been*  and  (till  remains,  fo  perfe&ly 
neutral  and  friendly  towards  all  the  belligerent  powers,  that  the 
fenate  did  not  imagine  it  neceflary  to  give  the  leaft  attention  to 
the  evil-dlfpofed  who  pretended  to  queflion  their  fincerity  •  but  a9 
thefe  malignant  enemies  of  the  republic  have  difleminated  the 
vileft  (landers  againft  the  fincerity  of  the  peaceable  difpofition  of 
the  republic,  in  a  fabricated  proclamation,  dated  Verona,  March 
22,  in  which  expre (lions  injurious  to  the  French  republic  art 
attributed  to. the  Proveditori  Battagia,  the  republic  of  Venice  fees 
hfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  declaring  that  proclamation  forged, 
and  of  warning  all  its  faithful  fubjeds  not  to  be  deceivlS  by  fuch 
danders,  or  induced  to.  fuppbfe  that  its-  friend  (hip  towards  the 
republic  of  France  is  in  the  leaft  changed.  The  fenate  enter- 
tains no  doubt,  that  the  French  nation  will  treat  fuch  calumnies 
with  the  contempt  they  deferve*  and  repofe  that  confidence  in 
the  republic  of  Venice  which  it  has  merited  by  its  irreproachable 
conduit. 


^MMMkMMMMMMMH** 


-  Ratrjkriy  April  21. 

The  Electoral  'Envoy  of  Brandenburgh  to  the  Germanic  Diet,  by 
.virtue  of  a  Royal  Refcript,  has  made  the  following  Communication 
to  fever al  Envoys  Jince  the  16th  infiant  1 

*pHAT  laft  month  the  French  Executive  DireSory  had  by 

A    their  ambaffador,  Caillard,  at  Berlin,  addrefled  the  requeft 

to  bis  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  interpofc  his  rj^di^tion  in  a 

v  Ka  *   ^w* 
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peace  between  France  and  Auftria.    The  King  had  readily  ac- 
cepted this  propofal,  declaring  however,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  accepted  it  only  in  as  far  as  it  (hotild  not  compromife  hi* 
relations  as  a  (late  of  the  empire,  and  on  the  general  bafis  that  * 
general  peace  for  the  Germanic  empire,  and  even  for  England,  might 
be  brought  about,  ana*  that  he  immediately  acquainted  the  courts 
of  Vienna,  Peterfburgh,  and  London  with  his  intention.     That 
the  Imperial  court  did  not  decline  in  a  dired  manner  the  proffered 
mediation,  but  had  profited  of  it  foon  after,  the  more  eagerly,  as 
the  events  of  the  war  in  Carinthia  and  Canvola  had  rendered  the 
wifh  for  an  acceptable  and  juft  peace  (till  more  urgent ;  and  that 
at  the  prefent  moment  the  negotiations  of  peace  between  Auftria 
and  France,  under  the  mediation  of  Pruffia,  were  carrying  on 
with  the  utmoft  activity,  &c.  &c. 


Jibe  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Magiftrates  ef 
the  free  Imperial  City  of  Frank/ ort  on  the  Mein. 

rpHE  Diredory  having  been  informed  that  the  free  Imperial 
•*■  city  of  Frankfort  on  the  Mein  has  obferved  a  loyal,  hofpi* 
table,  attentive,  and  regardful  condud  towards  the  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meufe,  during  the  prefent  campaign,  as  long  as  the. 
latter  occupied  its  territory,  and  remained  true  to  that  conduct 
amidft  the  critical  circumftances  which  attended  the  retreat  of  the 
laid  army ;  have  refolved  to  exprefs  their  fatisfa&ion  in  this  rt- 
fpeel,  and  confequently  declares, 

That  (hould,  againft  the  wifli  of  the  French  people,  and  their 
government,  the  war  be  continued,  and  the  armies  of  the  republic 
again  be  forced  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Germany,  the  free 
Imperial  city  of  Frankfort  on  the  Mein  (hall  be  confidered  as 
peutral,  and  treated  as  fuch ;  its  hoftages  (hall  be  fet  at  liberty, 
and  the  prefent  declaration  be  forwarded  to  its  magiftrates  as  a 
fignal  proof  of  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Directory. 

(Signed)  Barras,  Prefident, 

Lagarde,  Secretary-general* 


*tata 


Proclamation  publijbed  at  Vienna,  28  April. 

fpHE  preliminary  articles.'  of  peace  are  figned ;  in  confequencf 
■/•*r  of  which,  hostilities  have  ceafed,  and  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy 
reftoration,  of  peace  is  brought  nearer  to  its  completion* 
,  His  imperial  Majefty  will  feel  the  mod  heart-felt  pleafure. 
jhould  he  iucceed  in  his  endeavours  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and 
fpare  the  effufion  of  human  blood,  and,  by  a  laftfng  peace,  to 
waMWfr  the  honour  *and  happinefs  of  his  -  beloved  fubjecis;  His 
"-  Majeft| 
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Majefty  has,  therefore,  given  it  in  charge  to  the  underfigned,  t# 
give  public  notice  of  the  figning  of  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace,  and  the  confequent  retiring  of  the  French  army  ;  and  (ince, 
b]r  this  event,  the  'country  of  Lower  Auftria  is  freed  from  the 
immediate  danger  with  which  it  was  threatened,  his  Majefty  will 
no  longer  impofe  on  his  brave  and  loyal  fubje&s  the  burden  of 
F  bearing  arms,  and  therefore  commands  that  the  general  levy  bo 
foperfeded.  His  Imperial  Majefty  has  likewife  given  orders, 
that  a  medal  (hall  be  ftruck  fuitable  to 'the  occafion,  which  (hall 
be  worn  on  the  breaft  by  thofe  who  voluntarily  took  up  arms  for 
the  general  levy,  as  an  honourable  teftimony  of  the  gratitude  of 
their  country  for  their  fidelity  and  valour. 

It  is  now,  therefore,  the  will  of  his  Majefty,  that  the  peafants 
(hould  return  to  their  ruftic  labours,  the  ftudents  to  their  fchools, 
and  the  artifans  to  their  refpedive  employments ;  and,  by  in- 
duftry,  economy,  and  morals,  diftinguifh  themfelves  as  much  as 
by  the  fpirit  with  which  they  armed  in  defence  of  their  country* 
Should,  however,  contrary  to  every  expe&ation,  the  pacific 
views  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  be  *fruftrated  by  any  adverfe  cir- 
cumftances,  he  is  confident^  that  he  can  rely  on  the  tried  valour 
and  unfhaken  fidelity  of  all  his  fubjeds, 

Francis  Count  Von  Saukau. 
Kama,  April  28,  1797. 


M*fp*g*  from  the  Diredory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  die 

27  Floreal  {May  16). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

I^HE  Direftory  have  juft  received  the  fubjoined  manifefto, 
"*  publiflied  by  the  general  in  chief  Buonaparte,  relative  to  our 
fituation  with  the  republic  of  Venice. — They  immediately  ap- 
proved of  the  meafures  adopted  in  the  manifefto,  for  the  fafety  of 
the  army  of  Italy,  and  the  fupport  of  the  republic.  They  haften 
to  inform  you  of  their  determination,  in  execution  of  the  328th 
article  of  the  conftitution. 

Manifefto  of  General  Buonaparte  againft  Venice. 

Head-quarters,  Palma  Nova,  14  Floreal  [May  13), 

WHILST  the  French  army  was  engaged  in  the  defiles  of 
Styria,  and  left  far  behind  them  Italy  and  the  principal  eftablifh- 
bents  of  the  army,  where  only  a  fmall  number  of  battalions 
remained,  this  was  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  Venice : 
I.  They  profited  of  Paflion  week,  to  arm  40,000  peafants,  unit* 
'  ing  them  with  ten  regiments  of  Sclavohians,  organized  them  into 
dificfent  corps,  and7  tent  them  to  different  points,  ta  intercept  1 
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kind  of  communication  between  the  army  and  the  ptaces  in  thfc 
tear.— a*  Extraordinary  commiflaries,  guns,  ammunition  of  ail 
kinds,  and  a  great  quantity  of  cannon,  were  fent  from  Venice 
even  to  complete  the  organization  of  different  corps  of  the  army* 
-—3.  All  perfons  in  the  Terra  Firma,'  who  had  received  hi 
favourably,  were  arretted ;  benefits  and  the  confidence  of  the 
government  were  heaped  upon  all  thofe  who  poffefled  a  furious 
hatred  to  the  French  name,  and  efpecially  the  fifteen  confpiraton| 
of  Verona,  whom  the  Proveditori  Priolt  had  arretted  three 
months  ago,  as  having  premeditated  the  maflacre  of  the  French* 
— 4.  In  the  fquares,  coffee-houfes,  and  other  public  places  <&_ 
Venice,  all  Frenchmen  were  infulted,  treated  badly,  and  called^ 
by  the  names  of  Jacobins,  Regicides,  Atheifts.  The  French 
were  to  leave  Venice,  and  a  (hort  time  afterwards  it  was  prohi* 
bitcd  to  them  even  to  enter  it. — 5.  The  people  of  Padua,  Vicen^ 
»,  and  Verona,  were  ordered  to  take  up  arms,  to  fecond  the 
different  corps  of  the  army,  and  to  begin  at  length  thofe  new 
Sicilian  vefpers.  It  belongs,  faid  the  Venetian  officers,  to  the 
lion  of  St.  Marc  to  verify  the  proverb — that  Italy  is  the  tomb  of - 
the  French. — 6.  The  priefts  in  the  pulpit  preached  the  crufadei 
and  the  priefts  in  the  ftate  of  Venice  never  fpeak  any  thing  but  the 
will  of  the  government.  Pamphlets,  perfidi6us  proclamations, 
anonymous  letters,  were  printed  in  the  different  towns,  and  began 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  all :  in  a  ftate  where  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  is  not  permitted,  in  a  government  as  much  feared  as  it  is 
fecretly  detefted,  printers  print,  and  authors  write,  nothing  but. 
what  the  fenate  pleafe. — 7.  All  fmiled  at  firft  at  the  perfidiou! 
projeflfiof  the  government.  The  French  blood  flowed  on  all 
fides.  On  all  the  roads,  our  convoys,  our  couriers,  and  every 
thing  refpedling  the  army,  were  intercepted.— 8.  At  Padua  a 
chief  of  battalion  and  two  other  Frenchmen  were  arretted.  At 
Cafliglione  de  Mori  our  foldiers  were  difarmed  and  aftaffinated* 
On  all  the  great  roads  from  Man,tua  to  Legnano,  from'Caifano  to 
Verona,  we  had  more  than  two  hundred  men  affaffinated. — 9. 
Two  French  battalions,  wifhing  to  join  the  army,  met  at  Chiart 
with  a  divifion  of  the  Venetian  army,  which  attempted  to  oppofc 
their  paflage:  an  obftinate  conflict  took  place,  and  our  brave 
foldiers  cut  a  paffage  for  themfelves,  by  putting  thefe  perfidious 
enemies  to  the  rout. — 10.  At  Valeggio  there  was  another  battle, 
at  Deflengaro  another.  The  French  were  every  where  the 
weakeft  in  numbers ;  but  they  know  well,  that  the  number  of  the 
enemy's  battalions  is  never  counted  when  they  are  compofed  only 
of  affaflins.— 1 1.  The  fecond  feaft  in  Eafter,  at  the  ringing  of  the 
bell,  all  the  French  were  aflaflinated  in  Verona.  Neither  the 
fick  in  the  hofpitals  were  refpe&ed,  nor  thofe  who,  in  a  ftate 
of  convalefcence,  were  walking  in  the  ftreets,  and  were  thrown 
tathe  Adige,  where  they  died,  pierced  with  a  thoufand  wounds 

from 
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torn  ftilettoes.  More  than  four  hundred  French  were  affafliaateJ* 
—12.  For  a  week  the  Venetian  army  beficged  the  three  caftleS  of 
Verona.  The  cannon  which  were  placed  on  the  battery  were 
carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  town  was  fet  on  fire, 
and  the  moveable  column  that  arrived  in  the  interim,  put  thefe 
cowards  to  complete  rout,  by  taking  three  thoufand  of  the  enemy 
prifoners,  among  whom  where  feveral  Venetian  generals. — 13,. 
The  houfe  df  the  French  conful  to  Zante  was  burnt  in  Dalmatia* 
—14.  A  Venetian  (hip  of  war  took  an  Auftrian  convoy  under  its 
pfttedion,  and  fired  feveral  (hot  at  the  corvette  la  Brunei  15J 
The  Liberateur  <T Italic,  a  veflel  of  the  republic,  with  only  three 
or  four  fmall  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  crew  of  forty  men,  was 
fupk  in  the  very  port  of  Venice,  and  by  order  of  the  fenate.  The 
foong  and  intrepid  Haugier,  lieutenant  and  commander  of  the 
aid  fhip,  as  foon  as  he  faw  himfelf  attacked  by  the  fire  of  the  fort 
and  the  admiral's  galley,  being  from  both  not  more  than  piftot- 
lhot,  ordered  his  crew  to  go  below.  He  alone  got  upon  the  deck, 
in  the  midft  of  a  ftorm  of  grape-ihot,  and  endeavoured,  by  his 
fpeeches,  to  difarm  the  fury  of  his  aflafiins ;  but  he  fell  dead* 
Wis  crew  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea  to  fwim,  and  were  pur- 
fiied  by  fix  challops,  with  troops  on  board,  in  the  pay  of  Venice, 
who  cut  to  pieces  feveral  that  fought  for  fafety  in  the  open  fea. 
One  of  the  matters,  with  feveral  wounds,  and  bleeding  in  every 
part,  had  the  good  fortune  to  reach  the  fhore,  near  the  caftle  of 
the  port  \  but  the  commandant  himfelf  cut  off  his  hand  with 
an  axe. 

On  account  of  the  above-mentioned  grievances,  and  authorifed 
by  the  22d  tule,  article  328,  of  the  conftitution  of  the  republic, 
and  on  account  of  the  urgency  of  affairs,  the  general  in  chief  re- 
quires the  French  minifter  to  the  republic  of  Venice,  to  leave  the 
laid  city  ;  directs  the  different  agents  of  the  republic  of  Venice  ia 
tombardy,  and  the  Venetian  Terra  Fir  ma,  to  quit  it  in  twenty- 
four  hours ;  direfls  the  different  generals  of  divifion  to  treat  as 
enemies  the  troops  of  the  republic  of  Venice,  and  to  pull  down, 
In  the  towns  of  the  Terra  Firma,  the  lion  of  St.  Marc.  Every 
one  will  receive,  in  the  orders  of  the  day  to-morrow,  a  particular 
fnftru£Uon  refpe&ing  ulterior  operations* 

Buonaparte. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  and  a  caption  was  made,  that  it 

ftpuW  be  referred  tp  a  comjmjfion. 
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Meffkge  of  the  Executive  DtreSfcry  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred* 

EQnpAfilTY  ! — LIBERTY  ! 

Bxtradfrom  the  Regifler  of  the  Deliberations  of  the  Executive  Dhac+ 
tory>  26  Floreal  (May  15),  $th  Year  tf  the  Republic. 

*T*HE  Executive  Direftory,  compofed  of  the  members  required  by 
-*■    the  142c!  article  of  the  conftitution,  refolved,  that  there  fbali 
ht  font  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  a  meflage  of  the  following 
tenor : 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Executive  Direftory  have  received  the  aft  of  the  legifla* 
five  body,  refpefting  the  drawing  by  lot  of  the  members  wh$ 
compofe  it — your  intention  was  not  undoubtedly  to  adopt  uncon- 
stitutional meafures:  the  Direftory  cannot  neverthelefe  refrain 
from  obferving  to  you,  that  the  legiflative  ad  in  queftion  is  pot* 
tively  oppofite  to  the  text  of  the  conftitution. 

The  firft  article,  paragraph  2,  is  thus  exprefled : 

The  procefs  verbal  figned  by  the  five  members  of  the  Directory 
is  fent  immediately  to  the  two  councils. 

The  article  141,  paragraph  2,  of  the  conftitution,  is  is 
follows: 

The  prefident  is  to  fign  and  keep  the  feal. 

The  article  375,  which  fays,  that  none  of  the  powers  conftu 
tuted  by  it  have  a  right  to  change  it,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
except  in  the  cafe  of  revifion  ;  and  the  article  377,  which  remits 
the  depot  of  this  aft  fundamentally  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legislative 
body,  the  Direftory,  the  adminiftrators,  and  the  judges;  impofe 
upon  us  the  duty  of  refuting  to  concur  in  the  execution  of  th* 
legiflative  aft,  upon  the  mode  of  drawing  By  lot ;  and  we  hafte* 
to  inform  you,  that  it  canneither.be  fealed  nor  promulgated  by 
the  Direftory. 

Convinced,  citizens  reprefentatives,  that  you  do  not  attach  lefs 
importance  than  we  do  to  the  religious  obfervance  of  the  conftku^ 
tional  forms,  the  divrfion  of  powers,  without  which,  in  the  terms 
of  the  22d  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  there  cannot  exirf 
gny  focial  guarantee,  we  think  that  you  will  deem  the  decifion  of 
the  Direftory  to  be  j  nil.  There  is  a  fecohd  point  to  which  w* 
muft  call  your  attention  :  the  law  fixes  the  epoch  at  which  the 
different  public  functionaries  muft  ceafe  to  exercife  them  in  order 
to  be  replaced  by  others,  but  it  has  not  faid  any  thing  in  particular 
upon  what  concerns  the  members  of  the  Direftory  going  out. 
Yet  he  whom  lot,  during  the  four  firft  years,  or  afterwards  the 
revo»  tfion  of  five  years  fhall  deprive  of  his  funftions,  ought,  to 
avoid  she  reproach  of  abandoning  his  poll,  to  know  the  precif? 

epoch 
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epoch  at  which  he  (hall  have  a  right  to  return  to  the  common  clafs 
of  citizens. 
Wc,  invite  you  to  take  this  obje&  into  your  fpeedy  confideration. 

Letourneur. 


By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland* 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Camden. 

^IXTHEREAS  there  exifls  within  this  kingdom  a  feditious  and 
traitorous  confpiracy,  by  a  number  of  perfons  ftylingthem- 
|  fclves  United  Irifhmen,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority  of  his 
Majefty  and  the  Parliament,  and  the  deftruftion  of  the  eftablifhed 
•  conftitution  and  government:   And  whereas,  for  the  execution  of 
fuch  their  wicked  defign,  they  have  planned  means  of  open  vio- 
lence, and  formed  fecret  arrangements  for  raifing,  arming,  and 
payfng  a  difciplined  force;    and,    in  furtherance  of  their  pur- 
pofes,  have  frequently  aflembled  in  great  and  unufual  numbers, 
Under  the  colourable  pretence  of  planting  or  digging  potatoes, 
attending  funerals,  and  the  like,  and  have  frequently  aflembled 
in  large  armed  bodies,  and  plundered  of  arms  the  houfes  of  many 
of  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubje&s  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  ' 
*nd  cut  down  and  carried  away  great  numbers  of  trees,  where- 
with to  make  handles  for  pikes,  and  other  offenfive  weapons,  to 
OTi  their  traitorous  aflbciates,  and  have  audacioufly  attempted  to 
difarm  the  diftridl  of  yeomanry  corps,  enrolled  under  his  Ma- 
jefty's  commiflion  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  even  fired 
■upon  feveral  bodies  of  his  Majefty's  forces  when  attempting  to 
quell  their  i  n  fur  reft  ion ;  and  it  is  therefore  now  become  neceflary 
to  ufe  the  utmoft   powers  with   which  government  is  by  law 
cntrufted  for  the  fuppreffion  of  fuch  traitorous  attempts :    And 
whereas  the  exertions  of  the  civil  power  have  proved  ineffeftual 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  aforefaid  traitorous  and  wicked  con- 
fpiracy, and  for  the  protefiion  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjedts : 

Now  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council,  having  determined,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  fup- 
prefs  fuch  daring  attempts,  and  at  the  fame  time,  defirous  to 
prevent  the  well-difpofed  or  mifled  from  falling  into  the  dangers 
to  which  ignorance  or  incaution  may  expofe  them,  cio  by  this 
our  proclamation  forewarn  all  fuch  to  abftain  from  entering  into 
faid  traitorous  focieties  of  United  Irifhmen  or  any  of  them,  and 
from  reforting  to  their  meetings,  and  afting  under  their  directions 
or  influence,  or  taking  or  adhering  to  any  of  their  declarations  or 
Vol.VL  L  »i   ^ 
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engagements,  and  from  differing  them  to  aflemble  in  their  hcHifcs^ 
or  in  any  manner  harbouring  them/ 

And  we  do  ftri&ly  charge  and  command,  on  their  allegiance^, 
all  perfons.  having  knowledge  or  information  of  the  meetings  off" 
the  (aid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  to  give  immediate  information, 
thereof  to  fome  of  his  Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  to  fome 
officer  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
where  fuch  meeting  is  intended.  And  we  do  forewarn  all 
perfons  from  tumultuous  or  unlawful  aflemblies,  or  from  meeting 
in  any  unufual  numbers,  under  the  plaufible  or  colourable  pre* 
fence  aforefaid,  or  any  other  whatsoever. 

And  we  caution  his  Majefty's  loyal  and  loving  fubje&s,  when* 
ever  fuch  affemblies  (hall  happen,  or  that  they  receive  notice  from 
any  magiftrates,  or  from  the  officers  commanding  any  body  of 
his  Majefty's  forces,  to  keep. quietly  within  their  dwellings,  to  the 
end  that  the  well-difpofed  may  avoid  the  mifchiefs  which  the 
guilty  may  bring  upon  themfelves. 

And  it  has  become  neceffary,  from  the  circumftances  before 
mentioned,  to  employ  the  military  force,  with  which  we  are  by 
law  entrufted,  for  the  immediate  fuppreffion  of  fuch  rebellious 
and  traitorous  attempts  now  making  again  ft  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his 
Majefty's  loyal  fubje&s.  We  have  therefore  iflued  the  moft 
direct  and  effectual  orders  to  all  officers  commanding  his  Majefty's 
troops,  by  the  exertions  of  their  utmoft  force,  to  fupprefs  the 
fame,  and  to  oppofe  with  their  full  power  all  fuch  as  (hall  refill 
them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

And  we  do  hereby  (triftly  charge  and  command  all  our 
officers  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  his  Majefty's  loving 
fubje&s,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  difcover  all  pikes, 
pike-heads,  concealed  guns  and  fwords,  offenfive  weapons,  or 
ammunition  of  any  kind  whatfoever. 

And  we  do  hereby  charge  and  command  all  perfons  having  in 
..their  cuftody  pikes,  pike-heads,  or  concealed  guns,  fwords, 
pffenfive  weapons,  or  ammunition  of  any  kind  whatever,  to 
deliver  up  the  fame  to  fome  magiftrate  or  officer  of  his  Majefty's 
troops,  as  they  (hall  anfwer  to  the  contrary  at  their  peril.  And 
.we  do  hereby  ftriclly  charge  and  command  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  and  all  other  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubje&s,  to  be  aiding 
and  affifting  in  fuppreffing  all  traitorous,  tumultuous,  and  unlaw- 
ful aflemblies,  and  in  bringing  to  puniftiment  all  perfons  difturbirfg 
or  attempting  to  difturb  the  public  peace. 

And  whereas  we  have   reafon   to   hope    that    many  of  his 

Majefty's  fubjefls,  who  have  joined  the  faid  traitorous  focieties, 

have  done  fo  without  being  apprized  of  the  extent  of  their  crimes, 

l^uid  others  from  intimidation*  and  that  fuch  may  be  willing  to 

~  turn  to  their  allegiance ;  Now  vre  taia$  tafaous  to  extend  his 
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AJajefty's  pardon  to  all  fuch  as  are  fenfible  of  their  errors,  and 
willing  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  do  hereby  promife  his 
Majefty's  gracious  pardon  to  all  fuch  perfons,  fo  feduced  or  in- 
timidated, as  have  taken  an  engagement  to  the  faid  focieties,  or 
any  of  them,  who  fh all,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
June  next,  furrender  .themfelv.es  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  ju  it  ices 
of  the  peace,  being  of  the  quorum,  of  the  counties  in  which 
they  (hall  refpedively  refide,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  enter  into  fufficicnt  recognizance  with  two  fufficient  fuieties, 
if  furcties  (hall  be  required  by  the  magiftrate  before  whom  fuch 
recognizance  fliall  be  acknowledged  (which  recognizance  every 
fuch  magiftrate  is  hereby  required  to  return  to  the  next  general 
feflion  of  the  peace,  or  affizes,  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  county 
in  which  fuch  recognizance  (hall  be  taken  refpe£tively\  to  be  of 
the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  fave 
and  except  all  fuch  as  have  been  guilty  of  murder,  confpiracy  of 
murder,  burglary,  burning  of  houfes,  corn  or  hay,  Itacks  of 
ftraw  or  turf,  malicioufly  digging  up,  or  injuring,  or  deftroying 
any  potatoes,  flax  or  hemp,  rape  or  corn  of  any  kind,  planted  or 
fowed,  or  deftroying  meadows  or  hay,  maiming  or  houghing  of  . 
cattle,  adminiftering,  or  caufing  to  be  adminiftered  any  unlawful 
oath  or  engagement  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  forces  of  any  defcrip- 
tlon,  or  inciting  or  encouraging  any  perion  to  commit  any  of  the 
ftforefaid  offences  refpedively,  and  fave  and  except  all  perfons 
flow  in  cuftody. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  17th  day  of 
May,  1797. 
W.  Armagh,  Clare,  C.  Char.  Calhel,  W.  Ttiam,  Water- 
ford,  Drogheda,  Weftmeath,  Shannon.  Clanbraflil,  Alta- 
mont,  Glandore,  Portarlington,  Farnham,  Carhampton, 
Clonmell,  Ely,  Gosford,  H.  Meath,  Carleton,  Yelverton, 
J.  Fofter,  J.  Beresford,  Denis  Browne,  T.  Pelham,  Hen. 
Cavendiih,  J.  Blaquiere,  H.  Langriftie,  Theo.  Jones,  Jos. 
Cooper,  James  Cuff,  George  Ogle,  D.  Latouche,  J.  Monck 
Mafon,  Arthur  Wolfe,  James  Fitzgerald,  Robert  Rofs, 
§.  Hamilton,  Lodge  Morres. 

God  fave  the  King. 


Order  publijbed  by  General  Buonaparte,  on  the  tub  0/  June,  at 

Bologna. 

Citizens, 

I  DIRECT  that,  in  conformity  to  its  wiflies  the  Romagna  fhould 
be  united  to  Cifpadania  ;  and  the  territories  known  under  the 
names  of  Modena,  Reggio,  and  Mafia-Carrara,  to  the  CifaA^vwa 
republic* 

La  ^ 
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The  deputies  of  Bologna,  in  the  legiflative  body,  Hull  name? 
fix  deputies,  who  (hall  come  to  Milan  to  form  part  of  the  com* 
mittees  which  conftitute  the  Cifalpine  republic. 

The  departments  of  Bologna  and  Ferrara  (hall  be  organized  by 
the  committee,  who  (hall  give  me  advice  of  it  by  a  courier,  in 
order  that  I  may  order  the  fuppreffign  of  all  the  provifionaj 
governments. 

(Signed)  JJuonaparte, 


Mejfage  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred f  oq  the 

Citizens  Reprefentatives,  * 

'T^HE  laft  difpatches  from  St.  Domingo,  tranfmitted  to  the 
"*■  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  announced  that  difpofitions  wefe 
made  for  a  general  attack  in  the  north  of  St.  Domingo.  That 
attack  has  taken  place :  the  Englifh  and  the  emigrants  were  beat 
at  all  points.  At  Oualaminthe,  Sans-fouci,  Vallierc,  Les% 
Perches,  Sainte-Sufanna,  Les  Montes  Organizeis,  La  Grande 
Riviere,  and  many  other  places  that  they  have  been  obliged  to 
abandon,  they  have  felt  what  republican  valour  can  do  ;  what 
thofe  men  are  capable  of,  who  paflionately  adore  liberty,  who  are 
armed  only  for  liberty,  and  who  are  determined  never  to  lay 
down  their  arms  till  liberty  be  out  of  danger- 
General  Desfourneaux  commanded  in  chief  the  army  of  the 
north  of  St.  Domingo.  He  was  powerfully  feconded  by  Touf- 
faint  Louverture,  general  of  divifion  ;  by  Pierre  Michali,  general 
of  brigade  \  and  by  Grandet,  Chriftophi,  and  Moife,  alfo  chiefs 
-of  brigade.  Jn  faft,  if  it  were  necetfary  to  point  out  all  thofe 
to  whom  the  country  owes  the  greateft  obligations  in  the  different 
aftions,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  name  each  of  the  28,000  repub* 
licans  who  compofed  the  French  army. 

The  letter  of  General  Desfourneaux  to  the  minifter  of  marine, 
of  which  the  Directory  here  fubjoins  a  copy,  will  inform  you, 
citizens  reprefentatives,  that  the  moft  perfeS  tranquillity  now 
reigns  in  the  north  of  St.  Domingo.  This  tranquillity  is  the 
fruit  of  the  prudence,  the  moderation,  and  the  generofity  of  that* 
victorious  army,  which,  in  every  refpefl,  has  (hewn  itfelf  worthy 
of  the  fame  pruifes  as  our  republican  armies  of  Europe,  who 
have  been  their  models. 

The  Directory  fubjoins  alfo  to  this  mefTage,  a  copy  of  the 
military  operations  of  the  republican  a.rmy  of  the  north  at  Saint 
Domingo,  from  the  9th  to  the  27th  Ventofe. 

No  official  accounts  have  been  received  from  the  colonies  of  a 

later  date  ;  but  the  Englifli  and  French  iiewfpapers  which  have 

been  fent  by  Citizen  Rozier,  cvnful  ax  Hs>n  Yotk>  fo  much 
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agree  with  refpeft  to  the  different  fafls  contained  therein,  that  it 
appears  certain,  that  on  the  22d  Floreal  the  brave  Touifaint 
Louverture  furrounded  Port-au-Prince,  after  having  captured 
Mirbaiais,  taken  pofleflion  of  the  camps  and  forts  of  the  JBuifToa 
and  Rodrillon,  and  difperfed  the  Englifh  and  emigrant  troops 
commanded  by  M.  Deflburce  and  M.  le  Baron  de  Montalein? 
bert;  more  than  a  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  made 
prifopers  in  this  affair. 

The  letter  from  the  conful  at  New  York,  dated  3d  Prairial,  is 
couched  in  thefe  words : 

"  Many  private  letters  received  here  from  Port-au-Prince  con* 
firm,  beyond  a  doubt,  our  fuccefs  at  St.  Domingo.  Condem- 
nation and  horror  reign  at  Poruau-Prince,  and  they  talk  of  aa 
immediate  evacuation." 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen* 


Mijfagt  from  the  Dire&ory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  en  the 

$tb  of  June* 

Citizens  Legiflators, 
'TTHE  Directory  again  find  themfelves  obliged  to  fpeak  toyoa 
-  of  the  fad  fituation  of  the  town  of  Lyons.  That  commune, 
fo  imporraqt  on  account  of  its  commerce,  its  population,  and 
its  induftry,  i$  become  a  receptacle  for  bands  of  robber  sp  of  emi- 
grants, requifitionaries,  and  deferters,  who  are  daily  creating 
difturbances,  and  committing  even  thefts  and  aflaflinations. 

We  have  received  information  that  there  exift  bands  of  incen- 
diaries, and  of  the  company  of  Jefus,  organized  and  commanded 
by  leaders  whofe  counter-revolutionary  projects  are  by  no  means 
a  fecret.  Their  numbers  increafe  daily :  the  emigrants,  even 
now, "however,  take  (bine  pains  to  conceal  themfelves;  but 
their  accomplices  dire&  their  poignards  again  ft  the  purchafers  of 
national  property. 

The  exceifes  committed  by  this  horde  are  not  confined  to  the 
town  of  Lyons,  but  even  extend  to  the  neighbouring  departments* 
An  officer  of  the  9th  regiment  has  been  killed.  The  aflaffins  ac- 
quitted in  Cprfe-Iftrea  have  committed  frefh  crimes.  Three 
couriers  from  Paris  have  been  flopped.  A  citizen  of  Feurs  has 
been  ftabbed.  Numerous  events  of  this  nature  have  been  com- 
municated to  the  Dire&ory.  Thieves  and  afTaffins  are  taken 
away  from  the  fcaffolds,  and  are  put  to  death  by -the  people,  who 
faffer  themfelves  to  be  fo  far  led  away  as  thus  to  take  the  execu- 
tion of  juftice  into  their  own  hands. 

The  armed  force  gives  proofs  of  its  zeal  and4ts  courage;  but 
the  efforts  of  the  police  are  wholly  ineffidettt.    TY«  \pok\\c  Wr> 
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tionaries  are  not  paid ;  the  gendarmerie  is  in  the  fame  fituatiog* 
badly  armed,  badly  equipped,  and  totally  difcou raged. 

We  requeft  you,  theiefore,  citizens,  to  take  into  confideri* 
tion  the  opprelfion  under  which  the  tovin  of  Lyons  groans,  agd 
of  which  its  inhabitants  complain.  The  Directory  have  ex- 
haufted  the  means  of  furety,  and  the  military  meafures  which 
they  had  in  their  power.  It  remains  with  you  to  put  in  action, 
and  to  fecond  the  zeal  of  the  public  officers,  by  alluring  to  them 
their  pay,  and  by  placing  at  the  difpofition  of  the  Directory  fuf- 
ficient  funds  for  the  police,  and  the  administration  of  the  town  of 
JLyons. 


Extraclfrom  the  Proces  Verbal  of  the  public  Sitting  of  the  Direclory^ 

on  the  ith  of  June,  1797. 

*"PHE  Direclory,  accompanied  by  the  minifters  and  the  diplo- 
"**    matic  corps,  repaired  to  the  audience  chamber. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  prefentcd  to  the  Directory 
M.  Drayer,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary 
from  the  King  of  Denmark  to  the  French  republic,  who  fpokq 
the  following  addrefs: 

Citizen  Prefidenr, 
The  earned  wiQi  and  defire  which  the  King,  my  matter,  has 
ever  expreflcd  for  the  profperity  of  the  French  nation,  mult  be 
admitted  as  a  matter  of  great  notoriety.  Fads,  repeated  and 
uninterrupted  facts,  have  proved  the  high  refpect  and  friendfhip 
which  his  Majefty  has  entertained  for  that  nation,  and  his  fincere 
wifh  and  difpofition  to  live  with  it  in  perfect  amity  and  good 
imderftanding.  Where  facts  fpeak,  profeflions  are  ufelefs.  The 
defire  of  the  King  to  cultivate  and  draw  clofer  thofe  bonds  of 
union,  whofe  duration  and  folidity  are  founded  upon  the  recipro- 
cal interefts  of  the  two  nations,  is  unalterable:  the  completion 
and  accomplifhment  of  this  defire  is  the  great  object  of  my  mif- 
fion.  His  Majefty  has  charged  me  to  give  to  you,  Citizens 
Directors,  the  moft  folemn  afTurance  of  thofe  friendly  fentiments 
with  which  he  is  animated  towards  the  French  republic;  and  I 
rejoice  much  in  being  appointed  to  announce  them.  My  happi- 
nefs  will  be  completed,  Citizens  Directors,  if,  in  fulfilling  the 
intentions  and  wifhes  of  the  King,  I  can  alfo  obtain  your  confi- 
dence and  efteem. 

The  prefident  replied — 

The  Directory  receives,  with  a  lively  fatisfaction,  the  a  flu* 
ranees  of  friendship  that  his   Danifh  Majefty  has   man  i  fed  erf 
ihrough  the  medium  of  you,  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
"*■"  vpotentizry.     The  government  of  the  FrJench  republic  wijl- 
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icglcft  nothing  to  preferve  that  good  underftanding  which  has  To 
long  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations.  The  loyal  conduft  of 
the  King  of  Denmark  towards  the  French  republic,  during  the 
#hole  revolution,  has  ferved  to  ftrengthcn  and  draw  clofer  thofe 

►  tends  which  united  them.  The  ardent  defire  which  the  Execu- 
tive Direftory  has  to  fee  a  folid  and  lading  peace  at  length 
re-onite  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  may  be  confidered  as  a  new 
pledge  made  to  you,  of.  its  difpofition  towards  a  power  who  has 
never  ceafed  to  be  its  friend. 

The  Dire&ory  doubts  not  but  the  perfonal  qualities  which 
have  gained  you  the  confidence  of  his  Danifh  Majefty,  will  not 

1      fail  to  conciliate  the  efteem  and  affe&ion  of  the  government  to 

;      which  you  are  fent. 

f.     '  M.  le  Commandeur  de  Ruffo,  minifter  plenipotentiary  front 
1     the  King  of  Naples,  was  afterwards  prefented  to  the  Dire&ory, 
and  faid, 

,  Citizens  Direflors, 

;  .  The  King,  my  matter,  orders  me  to  prefent  to  you,  along 
\  With  my  credentials,  a  new  guarantee  of  his  friendlhip.  Charged 
;  with  cultivating  carefully  the  good  underftanding  and  fincere 
harmony  which  he  has  contracted  with  the  French  republic— 
the  interpreter  of  his  candour,  and  of  his  unalterable  fidelity — I 
come  to  confirm  to  you  the  fatisfacYion  he  experiences  in  feeing 
this  fortunate  union  open  for  both  nations  the  fourccs  of  happi- 
nefs — an  union  which  induftry,  and  every  reciprocal  intereft, 
coirfpires  to  extend  and  to  cement  with  ardour,  and  which  real 
amity  is  about  to  confolidate  for  ever. 

With  real  pleafure,  the  King,  my  matter,  has  obferved,  that 
the  peace  and  good  underftanding  which  are  re-eftablifhed  between 
the  two  powers,  tend  to  efface  the  remembrance  of  the  evils 
trhiph  they  had  reciprocally  intii&ed  on  themfelves  by  the  war, 
and  to  make  thofe  events  be  forgotten,  which,  at  the  epoch  of  its 
declaration,  have  perhaps  been  viewed  as  contrary  to  the  regard 
which  his  Sicilian  Majeity  has  always  entertained  for  France. 

The  confidence  with  which  the  King  has  honoured  me,  and 
toy  earneftnefs  to  merit  your's,  (hall  be  the  fole  and  only  objeft 
of  my  cares,  my  a£tions,  and  my  wifhes. 

The  prefident  replied  thus : 

Monfieur  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of  Naples, 
The  Executive  Diredlory  fees  with  fatisia&ion,  in  you,  the 
ftatefman  chofen  by  his  Sicilian  Majefty  to  reprefent  him  in  his 
relations  with  the  French  republic.  'Far  from  us  be  the  recoil 
le&ion  of  any  circumftance  which  might  tend  to  diminifh  the 
harmony  and  fincere  friendfhip  we  are  defirous  of  perpetuating 
Wtweea  the  two  nations.    His  Sicilian  Majefty  ft^V  \>t  cafe-  J 
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vinced  that  the  French  republic  is  as  faithful  a  friend  as  it  is  *    ' 
redoubtable  enemy. 

As  to  you,    minifter  plenipotentiary,  the    fentiments  which 
you  have  manifefted  towards  the  republic  fecure  to  you  the  efteero   > 
of  its  government,  as  they  are  to  us  a  fure  guarantee  of  the  fide- 
lity of  your  principles. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  next  prefented  Citizen  Mi- 
chel li,  minifter  from  the  republic  of  Geneva  to  the  French  re* 
public,  who  expreifed  himfelf  in  the  following  terms : 

Citizens  Direflors, 

The  aflembly  of  the  fovereign  people  of  Qeneva  having  chofen    , 
tne  to  be  their  ambaflador  to  the  French  republic,  I  experience    « 
a  lively  feeling  of  the  honour  which  my  fellow-citizens  have  con*    ; 
ferred  upon  me  by  this  mark  of  their  confidence,  and  I  am  at  the    . 
lame  time  penetrated  by  the  fulleft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of   ■] 
the  new  functions  to  which  I  am  called.     To  procure  to  my    * 
country  the  friendfhip  and  the  fupport  of  France,  is  to  confoli- 
date  the  bafis  of  its  independence,  its  profperity,  and  its  happinefs. 
The  French  people  will  not  withdraw  the  generous  prote&ioa  * 
with  which  they  have  for  many  years  honoured  the  republic  of    f 
Geneva,  if  the  mod  conftant  attachment  on  the  part  of  their 
ancient  ally  can  fuffice  to  fecure  its  continuance.  • 

The  French  people  will  recolleft,  that  in  the  period  of  advejr- 
fity,  when  all  Europe  feemed  to  have  vowed  their  deftru&ion,  . 
Geneva,  the  fmall,  the  feeble  ftate  of  Geneva,  never  ceafed  to 
remain  faithful*  They  will  recoiled,  that  in  giving  proofs  of  its 
devotion,  Geneva  did  not  wait  until  the  vi&orious  armies  of  the 
republic  had  furmounted  the  Alps  or  the  Pyrenees,  or  palled  the 
Po  or  the  Rhine — Geneva  teftified  its  attachment  to  France  long 
before  her  armies  had  arrived,  by  new  routes,  to  the  gates  of 
Rome  or  Vienna,  and  when  the  ftandards  fufpended  from  thefe 
walls  did  not  yet  atteft  the  innumerable  triumphs  of  the  republic. 

In  admiring  with  all  Europe  the  valour  of  your  troops,  an4 
the  talents  of  your  generals,  the  vaft  defigns  and  the  aftonifhing 
refources  of  your  government,  Geneva  feels  with  enthufiafm  the 
joy  which  France  experienced  in  feeing  this  terrible  war  fo  glo- 
rioufly  terminated. 

There  is  ftill  another  kind  of  glory,  Citizens  Dire&ors,  which 
you  have  not  difdained  to  obtain.  The  fentiments  which  your 
energy  has  excited  again  ft  powerful  enemies,  have  infpired,  by  a 
contrary  effed,  difpofitions  of  good-will  towards  a  friendly 
people,  who  look  to  you  as  their  chief  fupport.  How  happy 
ihali  I  be  if  I  can  tranfmit  to  my  fellow-citizens  new  pledges  of  , 
the  affe&ion  and  efteem  upon  which  they  fet  fo  great  a  value,  and  . 
//  you  receive  favourably  the  testimonies  of  their  gratitude,  ani 
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the  anient  wifhes  they  this  day  offer,  through  me,  for  the  fucccfc 
of  your  labours,  and  the  profperity  of  the  trench  republic  ! 

The  prefident  replied — 

Citizen  Minifter  of  the  Republic  of  Geneva, 

The  French  republic,  a  ftranger  to  calculations  of  every 
intereft  which  is  not  that  of  all  mankind,  meafures  the  friendihip 
it  vows  to  its  allies  only  by  the  fincerity  of  their  affeftion.  Geneva 
has  connected  her  caufe  with  that  of  the  French  republic :  the 
Executive  Directory  will  never  feparate  them. 

The  aflembly  of  the  fovereign  people  of  Geneva  will  learn, 
then,  through  you,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  difpolition  of  the  Di- 
rectory to  maintain  carefully  ail  the  relations  which  fhould  unite 
the  two  republics.  The  pledge  of  this  difpolition  is  to  be  found 
in  the  principles  by  which  they  are  animated.  Thefe  ftandards, 
which  have  attracted  your  obfervation,  are  placed  here,  lefs  as 
trophies  of  vi&ory,  than  to  demonftrate,  at  the  moment  of 
peace,  the  moderation  by  which  the  French  republic  is  proud  to 
1*  directed. 

Mav  the  republic  of  Geneva,  Citizen  Minifter,  fecure  of 
Hi  independence  from  without,  confolidate  daily,  by  its  attach- 
ment to  the  conftitution  it  has  formed,  the  bafis  of  its  liberty  and 
in  happinefs!  You,  Citizen  Micheli,  in  your  character  of  a 
republican,  ought  to  find  in  every  Frenchman  a  brother. 

The  fame  minifter  alfo  prefented  M.  Caborus,  minifter  pleni- 

Eentiary  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  congrefs  which  is  to  be 
J  in   execution  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace   agreed 
to  between  the  French  republic  and  the  Emperor. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  introduced  to  the  Directory 
Citizen  Verninac,  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
on  which  occaflon  he  fpoke  to  the  following  effe£t : 

Citizens  Directors, 
On  my  return  from  ConftantinopLe,  in  confequence  of  your 
arret  of  the  19th  Pluviofe,  which,  terminating  my  million  to  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  coincided  with  my  requeil  to  vifit  France,  I  de 
fiver  to  you  a  diploma  from  Sultan  Sclim  III.  acknowledging  the 
letters  which  informed  him  of  my  recall.  I  likewife  prefent  a 
difpatch  from  HuiTein  Pacha,  admiral  of  the  empire,  accom* 
panying  an  Ottoman  flag,  which  I  undertook  to  lay  before  you 
as  a  pledge  of  his  fincere  affection  and  alliance.  From  the  tranf- 
million  of  thefe  Turkifli  colours,  the  firft  prefent  of  the  kind  that 
(hewed  the  difpofition  of  the  Turks,  and  from  the  fentiments 
contained  in  the  letters  which  I  bring,  you  will  be  convinced, 
Citizens  Directors,  that  the  people  on  the  fhores  of  the  Bofpho- 
rus  can  appreciate  the  value  of  the  friend  (hip  of  the  republic,  and 
that  her  glory  is  not  unknown  to  them.     You  are  aware,  perhaps, 
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of  their  intention  to  form  a  dill  clofer  connexion  with  you,  and 
to  pay  homage  to  the  fplendour  of  the  nation  by  the  permanent 
embaffy  which  the  Sublime  Porte  has  refolved  to  eftablifh  in 
France,  and  which  is  on  the  eve  of  beginning  in  the  perfon  of 
Aly  Effendi,  who  has  already  reached  the  territories  of  the 
republic.  > 

Sent  as  I  was,  Citizens  Dire&ors,  under  the  mod  difcouragvng 
circumflances,  among  a  people  feparated  from  us  hy  a  great  extent 
of  fea,  and  dill  more  fo  by  their  manners,  chara&er,  language, 
cuftoms,  and  government — charged  with  political  affairs  of  the 
great  eft  importance,    the  protcftorof  many  and  valuable  efta- 
blifh men  ts,  I  have  often  felt  in  the  courfe  of  my  embally,  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  duty  I  had  to  fulfil ;  and,  confidering  the  glory  and 
power  of  the  nation  whofe  organ  I  was,  I  mud  acknowledge  my 
inability  to  reprefent  it  fully  and  adequately.     Your  inftru&ioos, 
and  thofc  of  your  predeceflbrs  in  the  government,  fupported  me 
in  that  arduous  duty.     I  afcribe  the  fuccefs  that  has  attended  my 
million  to  the  wifdom  of  thofe  inftruftions,  and  to  the  citizens  in, 
official  filiations  in  the  loyal  Ottoman  court,  whofe  efforts  in 
concert  with  mine,  an 4  whofe  wife  and  dignified  condudt,  contri- 
buted very  eflentially  to  render  the  French  name  and  the  republic 
jrefpefted  by  that  nation. 

If  the  lqve  of  my  country  (the  fentiment  which  occupies  the 
firft  place  among  the  paffions  that  influence  my  conduft)  become 
more  fervent  in  my  bofom  at  the  view  of  places  pregnant  with 
prodigies,  and  particularly  on  the  afpeft  of  the  arid  and  contra£te4 
territory  of  Greece,  which  was  elevated  by  this  amqr  patria  to  a 
rank  far  fuperior  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth — if,  I  fay,  this 
fentiment  were  fufficient  to  raife  me  to  the  height  of  your  expe&* 
ation,  I  (hall  not  deem  myfelf  unworthy  of  your  confidence.—* 
But,  however  unprodu&ive  this  principle  may  have  been  in  me, 
I  (hall  confole  myfelf  with  the  refle&ion,  that  fuch  citizens  as 
you  have  deigned  to  confide  in  me,  and  that  my  good  intentions 
will  fecure  tp  me  your  indulgence. 


fylift  puhlijhed  at  Berlin, 

Frederic  William,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Pruffi^ 
&c.  &p.  &c. 
AVING  underftood  that  the  Aulic  council  of  Vienna  have 
adopted,  without  ever  confuhing  us,  different  meafures,  on 
the  requeft  of  one  party,  and  wholly  to  the  advantage  of  the  com- 
plainants, by  which  they  have  attacked  us  and  our  rights,  anc 
difluaded  our  fubjefts  from  performing  thofe  obligations  whici 
they  hare  contracted  on  oath  with  us,   and  have  even  formallj 
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fummoned  thofe  of  the  Equeftrian  order  not  to  regard  us  as  their 
fovereign  2 

The  meafures  which  they  have  adopted,  by  printing  and  cir- 
culating them,  to  miflead  our  fubje&s,  are — 

1.  A  mandate  of  the  Aulic  council,  dated  March  17,  1797* 
onthefubjeft  of  the  claims  of  the  fovereignty  of  Brandenbourg 
againft  the  Bifhopric  of  Eichftadt. 

2.  A  conclufum  of  the  Aulic  council,  of  the  23d  of  March, 
Concerning  the  pretentions  of  the  fovereignty  of  Brandenbourg, 
againft  the  Equeftrian  order  in  Franconia. 

3.  Idem,  of  the  8th  of  April,  and  againft  the  Imperial  town  of 
WeifTembourg. 

4.  Idem,  March  5,  &c«  &c.  againft  the  Etedor  of  Cologne, 
as  grand  mafter  of  the  Teutonic  order. 

$.  Idem?  May  9,  &c.  againft  the  Imperial  town  of  Nurem- 
berg. 

Confidering  what  the  laws  of  the  Empire  prefcribe,  we  can  by 
no  means  regard,  nor  will  regard,  thefe  meafures  as  legally  valid 
and  obligatory ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  rnuft  confider  them  as 
real  encroachments  on  our  rights  of  fovereignty,  and  peculiarly 
prejudicial  1  We,  in  confequence,  therefore  folemnly  and  fen* 
oufly,  by  the  prefent  patent,  advife  and  forewarn  all  thofe  of  the 
Equeftrian  order  who  have  hitherto  belonged  to  the  cantons  of 
the  Equeftrian  order  of  the  Empire,  as  alfo  all  other  perfons 
,  whofe  fovereigns  belong  to  the  Equeftrian  order,  or  are  neigh- 
bouring princes,  not  to  fwerve  in  the  lead  degree  from  theif 
duties  as  fubje&s :  We  allure  them  that  our  intention  has  never 
been  to  interfere  with  the  oath  which  they  have  taken  to  their 
refpe&ive  fovereigns ;  and  we  promife  to  prote&  them  with  all 
our  power  againft  every  one :  at  the  fame  time  we  would  apprife 
all  thofe  who  fhall  attempt  to  diffuade  any  fubje£l  from  his  due 
allegiance  to  us,  that  they  will  be  profecuted  in  the  molt  rigorous 
manner. 

Given  at  Berlin,  June  14,   A797. 

(SignedJ  Frederic  Guillaume. 

Ffnkilstein  Alvensleben". 
Hardenberg  Haugwitz. 
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Meffage  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred* 

»  * 

Citizens  Rcprefentatives, 
*pHE  Council  of  Ancients  have  declared  that  they  cannot  adopt 

your  resolution  relative  to  the  perfonal  and  fumptuary  con- 
tribution of  the  fifth  year.  This  circumftance  impofes  upon  the 
Directory  the  obligation  of  obferving  to  you,  that  it  is  of  the 
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greater!  moment  that  you  fhould  agahr  take  that  dbjcSt  inter  your 
deliberation. 

The  303d  article  of  the  confutation  decides,  as  you  know, 
that  there  mall  be  eftablifhed  every  year  a  peribnal  import.  Y«f 
have  declared,  that  that  of  the  fifth  year  (honbt  be  fixed  at  the 
Aim  pf  fixty  mfllfons.  You  have,  moreover,  laid  it  down  as  it  if, 
a  principle,  that  additional  fums  fhould  be  applied  to  the  local 
expenfes.  A  contribution  of  fixty  millions,  that  might  be  exa&ed 
every  month,  was  in  its  nature  a  refource,  the  want  of  which  be* 
comes  every  moment  more  fenfibly  felt. 

The  want  of  a  law  upon  the  perfonal  combination  of  the  fifth 
year  deprives  the  treafury  of  an  important  veturrr,  and  compro- 
mrfes  the  fervice  of  the  local  expenditure.  The  pofition  in  which 
the  Directory  view  the  political  and  economical  fituation  of 
France,  impofes  upon  them  the  obligation  of  depoftting  in  your 
bofom  the  urieafinefs  which  is  occaiioned  by  the  delays  in  the 
adopt  iron  of  mcafures  that  might  re-ejlabtifh  public  credit,  enfure 
the  defenders  of  liberty  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  promifed  exclufively 
to  all  other  fervices,  and,  without  diftin&ion  between  the  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary r  rally  at  their  poft  alt  the  public  fun£Ho~ 
naries,  give  confidence  to  the  creditors  of  the  republic,  fpread 
confolatron  and  fuccour  among  the  unfortunate,  and  make  all  the 
citizens  enjoy  fpeedily  the  advantages  of  the  revolution. 

The  external  enemy  retire  from  peace,  in  proportion  as  they 
perceive  that  the  public  treafury  is  left  in  dSftrefs.  Several  plans 
of  amelioration  have  been  fubmitted  to  you  1  corrfider  that  you 
have  fcarcely  yet  obtained  any  efFcft  from  them.  Means  of 
order  may  be  undoubtedly  of  confideraWe  efficacy :  but  when  they 
added  nothing  to  the  receipts,  acknowledged  to  be  infufficierrt 
11  nee  additional  meafures  are  propofedr  believe  that  the  latter  are 
neither  lefs  prefling  nor  lefs  worth  your  folicttude*  No*  expenlfe 
is  undertaken  without'its  having  been  previoufly  authorifed  by  the 
opening  of  a  credit. 

The  payments  are  in  a  great  part  fufpended,  even  after  the 
warrants  are  delivered;  and  yet  all  parts  of  the  fcrvice  are  fuffer- 
ing.  Such  a  (late  of  things  cannot  laft  long;  you  with  to  put  an 
end  to  it  ;  and  you  will  fucceed  when,  after  having  regulated  the 
indifpenfible  expenfes,  you  fhall  balance  them  by  certain  receipts. 
The  Executive  Direflory  make  the  demand,  and  invite  you  to 
take  it  into  confideration. 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefident. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

The  Municipal  Adminiftration  of  Lijle  to  its  FtUow-Citizem. 

Citizens, 

'THE  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  republic,  who  are  arrived 
A  within  our  waifs,  are  come  to  plant  the  olive  of  peace,  and 
to  labour  at  the  great  work  of  public  felicity. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  England  will  join  them  in  this  com- 
mune, and  bring  with  them  all  thofe  pacific  difpofitions  which 
will  revive  our  hopes  of  feeing  the  effufion  of  human  blood  pat  an 
end  to,  of  giving  new  life  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  of 
eftablifhing  that  happinefs  which  has  been  fo  long  expeded  bj  the 
French  republic,  and  Europe  at  large* 

Thefe  circumflances,  fo  fortunate  for  the  friends  of  humanity, 
of  order,  and  of  public  happinefs,  will  require  from  our  fellow- 
citizens  a  (tight  facrifice  of  their  time,  and  their  labour.  But 
fhisfacrifice  will  appear  light  to  them,  as  they  will  be  the  firft  to 
reap  the  advantages  of  it. 

Without  waiting  for  the  requifitions  which  circumflances  may 
render  neceflary,  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  every  one  of  our  felipw- 
citizens  will  lend  his  afliftance  to  pay  to  the  reprefentatives  of  two 
nations,  to  thofe  whom  two  powerful  rivals,  willing  to  become 
friends,  have  chofen  for  the  purpofc  of  bringing  about  the  com- 
mon happinefs,  all  the  honours  that  are  due  to  them. 

Our  fellow-citizens  and  brethren  in  arms  are  informed,  that 
the  local  national  guard  of  the  commune  are  to  take  up  arms  on 
the  firft  (ignal  given  of  the  arrival  of  the  minifters  of  the  two 
nations,  who  are  to  be  received  with  a  difcharge  of  the  artillery 
on  the  place ;  that  the  troops  of  the  line  and  the  national  guard 
are  to  line  the  road  from  the  gate  to  the  hotel  deftined  for  the  mi- 
lifters;  and  that  there  will  be  a  guard  of  honour  provided  for  the 
wfpe&ive  prefidentsof  the  two  legations.  There  will  be  alfo  a 
guard  ftationed  every  day,  which  will  be  regulated  according  to 
circumftances. 

Given  at  a  fitting  held  on  the  25th  June,  1 797*  ' 

Artaud,  rrefident. 
Rohart,  Chief  Secretary. 


Vienna,  June  21  • 
QN  the  21ft  inftant  Count  Thurn,  in  Stiria,  publifhed  a  de- 
claration  relative  to  the  entrance  of  the   Auftrian   troops 
into  Venetian  Iftria.     The  principal  reafons  afligned  arenas  fol- 
lows: 

1.  The 
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1.  The  revolutionary  fpirit  which  has  manifefted  itfetf 
in  the  inhabitants  of  the  Venctiah  territory,  threatens  the 
neighbouring  countries,  and  compels  the  Emperor  to  fecure 
himfelf  from  the  unhappy  confequences  which  may  be  the 
re  ful  t. 

2.  The  ancient  rights  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  his  an* 
ceftors,  to  Venetian  fftria,  which  formerly  made  a  part  of  Hun- 
gary. And  as  feveral  of  the  Venetian  provinces  have  detached 
themfelves  from  the  fovereignty  of  Venice,  his  Majefty  conceived 
this  to  be  the  time  to  alTert  his  ancient  rights. 

This  declaration  has  been  accompanied  by  a  general  pardon,  a* 
well  for  the  Auftrian  fubje&s  who  had  fled  into  Iftria,  to  avoid 
taking  up  arms,  as  for  the  Venetian  fubjc&s  who  had  left  their 
country. 


Ratijbotty  %June  23. 
HTHIS  day  arrived  here  the  lbng-expe£led  Imperial  court  decree* 
*"    dated  "Vienna,  June   18,   and   relative  to  the  introduction 
made  rcfpe&ing  the  general  peace  with  the  Empire. 

The  above-mentioned  decree,  which  was  brought  to  the  di£ta~ 
ture  at  Ratifbon  on  the  23d  ult.  after  the  ufual  preamble,  is  of 
the  following  purport: 


IMPERIAL  AITLIC  DECREE. 

After  various  fruitlefs  efforts,  and  the  removal  of  manifold 
obftacles,  the  glad  profpedts  of  a  general  peace  with  the  Emperor 
have  advanced  nearer  to  an  end,  fo  long  and  fo  ardently  defired 
by  his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majefty  and  the  flates. 

In  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  figned  the  18th  of  April  by  the 
Imperial  royal  and  French  plenipotentiaries,  which  are  now  re- 
fpedtively  ratified,  as  alfo  in  confequence  of  the  advice  of  the 
Empire  of  the  3d  of  July,  1795,  ratified  by  his  Imperial  Ma^ 
jefty,  and  delegating  to  him,  with  refpe&ful  confidence,  the  firft 
overtures  of  peace,  it  has  been  deliberated  upon  the  faid  intro- 
duction to  the  general  peace  of  the  Empire,  and,  in  order  to 
fecure  a  fafe  and  equitable  peace,  it  has  been  itipulated, 
that,  from  the  day  of  figning,  all  hoftilities  between  the  Ger- 
man Empire  and  France  (hall  ceafe  ;  and  that  a  congrefs,  con- 
fiding or  the  refpe£Hve  plenipotentiaries,  fliall  be  appointed, 
and  a  peace  be  concluded  on  the  baiis  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire. 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  having  at  heart  that  peace  flionld 
be  reftored  to  the  German  Empire  and  France,  and  the  Executive 
Directory  of  the  French  republic  wifhing  likewifc  to  manifeft 
2  to 
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to  his  Imperial  Majefty  their  defire  of  founding  the  faid  peace 
upon  a  folid  and  equitable  balls,  agree  to  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities 
between  the  Germanic  Empire  and  France,  to  begin  from  this 
day.  A  congrefs  (hall  be  held,  formed  of  the  refpeftive  pleni- 
potentiaries, to  treat  upon  and  conclude  a  definitive  peace 
between  the  two  powers,  on  the  bails  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire. 

As  to  the  place  of  congrefs,  the  negotiations  for  fixing  upon  a 
convenient  place  for  the  congrefs  of  the  general  peace  of  the  Em- 
pire, are  (lill  going  on.  His  Imperial  Majefty  referves  to  him- 
felf,  and. is  in  hopqs  of  foon  communicating  the  refult  of  thofe 
negotiations  to  the  Diet,  and  of  being  likewife  able,  as  execu- 
tor of  the  conclufum  of  the  Empire,  to  appoint  the  time  for  fend- 
ing the  plenipotentiaries  to  the  place  of  congrefs,  while  the  de- 
puted ftates  fhall  ftrive  in  the  interval  to  forward  on  their  part  all 
that  is  neceflary  to  accelerate  the  bufinefs,  and  under  the  chief  of 
the  Empire,  after  having  furvived  many  ftorms,  to  begin,  in  the 
fpirit  of  concord  and  firm nefs,  the  great  work  j  andtofecure,  for 
centuries,  the  conftitution  and  welfare  of  Germany,  on  the  bafis 
of  its  integrity  ;  and  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  inftruftion  of 
the  Empire,  by  means  of  a  fafe  and  equitable  peace,  tothelafting 
happinefs  of  the  human  race. 

- — . 

speech  of  General  Buonaparte,  an  the  2} ft  of  June %  to  the  National 

Guard  of  the  Department  of  Lano. 

TO  you  the  public  repofe  and  tranquillity  is  entrufted.  You 
muft  make  the  laws  refpe&ed,  defend  property,  and  maintain 
Ae  public  fecurity.  The  Cifalpine  republic  is  recognized  by  the 
powers  of  Europe,  and  even  by  the  Emperor.  It  is  a  fhame  that 
the  Italians  for  fo  many  years  ihould  have  been  dependant  upon 
foreigners ;  in  future  they  fhall  be  fubjeft  neither  to  the  Germans, 
nor  to  the  Spaniards,  nor  to  the  French,  nor  to  any  other  power. 
We  have  not  abufed  vi&ory;  we  have  fjought  and  conquered 
Lombardy  to  make  it  free.  Falfe  reports  have  been  in  circulation 
rcfpe&ing  your  fate.  Could  you  think  that  I  was  going  under  the 
walls  of  Vienna  barely  to  fell  you  to  your  ancient  opprefibrs  ?  No : 
la  the  heart  of  Germany  I  thought  of  you.  There  muft  no  lon- 
ger be  any  Swifs  among  you,  or  exclufive  patriots,  fince  now  all 
the  citizens  muft  be  of  this  defcription.  Thofe  who!  were  formerly 
called  nobles,  and  alfo  the  rich,  muft  be  the  firft  in  giving  the 
example.  Unfortunate  you  will  be  if  fadtions  reign  among  you ! 
Europe,  which  keeps  her  eyes  fixed  upon  you,  will  be  precipi- 
tated into  an  abyfs  of  calamities.  Let  no  party  divide  you:  the 
nobl$  muft  confider  Jumfelf  as  on  a  footing  with  others.    The  firft 

cham-» 
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chamberlain,  the  perfon  formerly  mod  attached  to  the  archduke, 
is  now  on  a  footing  with  the  lowed  peafant.  No  perfon  will  be 
fo  wicked  as  to  recoiled  that  he  was  noble,  and  not  to  love  liberty* 
In  fifteen  or  twenty  days  your  conftitution  will  be  publifhed,  as 
well  as  the  new  order  of  things.  Let  moderation  be  your  direc- 
tor ;  let  religion  be  refpeded  ;  every  nation  has  its  own  ;  t>uCrc- 
ligion  mud  not  be  intermixed  with  the  affairs  of  government ;  it 
would  be  ridiculous  for  it  to  ufurp  this  right;  fince  its  objeft  is  only 
the  affairs  of  Heaven  and  not  of  earth.  You  have  the  Swifs  re- 
publicans for  your  neighbours,  though  they  are  divided  by  forms 
of  government  as  much  as  by  their  mountains.  Your  republic, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  plain,  muft  be  one ;  it  will  comprife  four, 
millions  of  inhabitants.  Modena,  Reggio,  Ferrara,  Bologna, 
Romagna,  and,  perhaps,  Brefcia,  will  be  united  to  you.  With 
courage,  with  due  refpeft  for  the  laws,  your  republic  will  main* 
tain  itfelf,  and  make  a  figure  among  the  powers  of  Europe* 
When  your  government  is  completely  organized  and  confoii-? 
dated,  the  French  will  be  the  firft  to  withdraw,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  number  of  troops,  which  will  be  necefiary  for  your  <&•  # 
fence ;  and  you  will  govern  yourfelves. 


•l 
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Vienna^  Juni  24. 
N  confequence  of  the  difturbances  which  prevail  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Venetian  dates,  where  the  populace  have  afTumaF 
the  power,  orders  have  been  tranfmitted  to  Baron  Terzy,  com- 
mander of  the  army  in  Inner  Audria,  to  detach  a  body  of  troops 
under  Count  Klenau  into  Venetian  Iftria;  and  advices  have 
fince  been  received  that  the  faid  troops  have  marched,  and  taken 
pofleflion,  without  oppofition/  of  Pirano,  Umago,  Cittarjuov*t 
Parenza,  Orfera,  and  Rovigno,  firft  iffuing  a  proclamation,  prq- 
mifing  protection  to  the  inhabitants  and  their  property.  On  the 
fide  of  the  fea,  the  coad  was  in  like  manner  taken  pofleflion  of; 
but  the  other  part  of  the  I  (Irian  (hore,  to  Albone,  is  already 
occupied  by  Colonel  Cafimir,  as  are  likewife  the  iflands  Veglia, 
Cherfo,  Arbe,  and  Pago. 

A  note  from  the  Emperor  has  been  delivered  in  to  the  AuJic 
Council  of  war,  requiring  that  all  the  troops  in  this  vicinity 
which  can  be  fpared,  (hail  immediately  march  for  the  Rhino; 
they  will  amount  to  about  four  battalions* 


if 
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Report  upon  the  Clubs,  prefented  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on 

the  24  MeJJidor  {July  1 2). 

nUPLANTIER.   Would  it  fupport  the  conftitution ;  would 
it  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  people  ;   would  it  promote 
internal  peace,  to  favour  thofe  excefles,  which  the  indefatigable 
apoftles  of  anarchy  Willi  to  i;enew?     They  fay  that  the  36^* 
article  of  the  conftitution  is  in  their  favour;  but  that  article  con*   . 
cerns  only  the  friends  of  order,  and  not   thofe  who  have  dug 
tombs  for  all  Frenchmen,  and  whofe  doclrine  is  deftructive  of 
all  focial  order.     Arfenals  of  revolt  and  infurre&ion  are  eftablifh* 
ed.    The  wretches  are  defirous  of  regaining  the  fceptre  of  terror, 
by  means  of  the  fcafFold.     But  their  fratricidal  plans  are  known, 
and  the  defpair  at  having  conceived  them  only  remains.     Liberty 
isfo  firmly  feated,  that  a  (ingle  motion  on  hei  fide  is  fufficient  to 
expofe  the  (hame,  the  weaknefs,  and  infamy  of  her  hypocritical 
^adorers.     It  is  for  the  wifdom  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  the 
conteft.     To  have  forefeen  the  evil  is  a  great  point.  Call  to  your 
mind  the   origin   and  hiftory  of  popular  focieties. — The  deeds 
which  they  have  acled  can  neither  face  the  light,  nor  be  endured* 
Without  doubt  fome  gratitude  is  due  to  thtfe  focieties,  for  the 
good  they  have  done  ;  but  there  is  not  one  Frenchman,  an  enrmy 
to  the  abufe  of  them,  who  would  not  co-operate  in  their  deftruc- 
tion.    Enthufiafm  created  the  popular  focieties,  but  we  (hall  fooa 
fee  them  degenerate.  Men  greedy  of  money  and  power  direct  thefc 
civic  unions,  and  every  Rep  of  their  career  has  been  a  monument 
of  their  furious  jpaflions. — The   9th   Thermidor   has    arrived. 
France,  relieved  from  the  yoke  of  the  Jacobins,  will  at  length 
breathe  again,  and  their  crimes  will  have  an  end  ;  but  they  mil 
pretend  to  Influence  your  deliberations,   to  take  part  in  your 
labours,  and  to  direct  your  conduct.     You  have  applauded  the 
energy  of  the  Directory  when  it  fhut  the  Pantheon.     You  will 
not,  then,  by  fuffering  the  re-organization  of  a  band  of  wretches* 
once  more  deprive  yourfelves  of  the  means  of  realizing  the  hopes 
of  your  conftituents,  and  of  drying  up  the  fource  of  your  evils. 
We  rYave  certain  advice  that  popular  focieties  are  erected  in  many 
of  the  departments,  and  threaten  the  public  tranquillity.     You 
know  that  there  already  exift  many  of  them  in  Paris,  which  excite 
the  folicitude  and  attention  of  the  conftituted  authorities.     It  is 
with  juftice  you  ought  to  be  apprehend ve,  fince  all  thefe  focjeties 
are  compofed  of  ultra-revolutionifts,  who  have  retarded  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  revolution  inftead  of  accelerating  it ;   evjl  geniufes, 
who  wifh  to  perform  a  part  upon  the  political  theatre  at  any  price; 
ambitious  men,  who  are  quite  aftonifhed  at  not  having  been  the 
choice  of  the  people  ;  who,  decorating  themfelves  with  the  fins 
names  of  the  Roman  republic,  have  pillaged  and  xtVuNtafc&<s&^ft 
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hands,  and  who  have  never  known  how  to  blufli  but  in  the  blood 
of  their  fellow-citizens.  What  can  be  the  ef?e&  of  an  union  of 
elements  compofed  of  fuch  fiery  matter,  unlefs  diforder  and  terror? 
Dread  the  eruption  of  thefe  new  revolutionary  volcano* !  Havf 
they  not  already  dared  to  fay  that  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  people 
were  Chouaos  and  royalifts,  who  wilhed  for  the  re-eftablifnment 
of  tithes  and  feudal  rights,  becaufe  they  de fired  to  give  liberty  of 
worfhip,  and  would  not  perfecute  the  minifters  of  religion  ?  and 
becaufe  they  debated  upon  the  fubjedl  of  bells  ?  Have  they  not 
dared  to  fay  that  they  fup ported  tlje  foreign  fa 61  ion  becaufe  they 
repealed  the  revolutionary  laws,  and  recalled  into  France  thou; 
fugitives  whom  terror  had  driven  away  ?  Have  they  not  dared  to 
fay  that  they  were  counter-revolutionifls,  becaufe  they  (hewed  a 
determination  to  punifh  cheats  and  pillagers  ?  Yes,  there  is  no 
doubt,  plots  are  forming  againft  you.  Already  they  talk  of  the  can- 
Don  of  Vendemiaire.  Battalions  of  pretended  patriots  organize 
themfelves.  Arms  are  ready,  fignals  agreed  upon,  and  they  only 
wait  the  Qgnal  for  battle.  Yes,  they  defire  an  infurreftion. 
No&urnal  conventicles  are  multiplying,  and  the  Jacobins,  who 
have  Overwhelmed  France  wilh  tears  and  blood,  flouriih  in  Paris* 
*—  I  met  two  who  were  the  executioners  of  my  department ; 
and  perhaps  there  is  not  one  of  you  but  who  can  fay  the  fame* 
Temporizing  would  be  fatal,  and  would  lead  to  a  cataftrophe 
fatal,  not  to  us  who  have  the  efteem  and  the  confidence  of  our 
Constituents,  and  who  would  find  defenders  and  prote&ors  in  all 
"Who  are  the  friends  of  order  and  government,  but  to  thofe  who 
might  be  engaged  in  a&ion.  Would  you  know  what  the  Jacobins 
are  capable  of,  liften  to  what  was  faid  by  Rewbell  in  Brumaire. 
the  third  year:  Where  has  tyranny  its  fupporters,  its  fateilites) 
Among  the  Jacobins.  Who  have  covered  France  with  mourning, 
and  peopled  the  baftiles?  The  Jacobins.  And  I  will  add,  be- 
Caufe  you  will  have  popular  focicties,  and  pretended  conftitutional 
circles,  which  are  fynonimous.  They  have  fpread  a  report  in 
the  departments,  that  the  reprefentatives  had  been  aflaffinated, 
becaufe  they  would  acciiftom  the  minds  of  the  people  to  the  falfe 
idea,  in  order  that  they  may  be  the  lefs  terrified  at  the  reality. 
Make  thefcn  ceafe,  by  deftroying  the  focieties,  which,  like  infe&s? 
devour  the  tree  of  liberty.  It  is  not  that  we  pretend  to  deny, 
citizens,  the  right  of  uniting  in  private  focieties,  but  we  wilh 
they  .fhould  not  be  fo  numerous  as  to  give  occafion  for  diflruft ; 
"We  wilh  that  a  law  fhould  refiriS  their  number,  and  regulate  the 
mode  of  admiffion.  [The  reporter  afterwards  prefented  a  plan  of 
a  rtfohuion  :] 

•    Art.  I.    Thofe  focieties  in  which  political  queftions  fhall  he 

difciifed — rhofc  which,  under  the  pretext  of  public  worfbip,  (hall 

fe  to^er  into  a  difcuffion  of  three  queftions,  can  be  permitted  only 

Iff  condition  that  the  proprietors  ot  occupies  of  the  houfes  in 
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which  they  (hall  be  held,  conform  themfelves  to  the  following 
regulations : 

II.  Every  citizen,  having  redded  at  the  place  where  fuch  fo- 
ciety  (hall  be  eftabliihed  one  year,  may  be  admitted  on  the  follow- 
ing conditions : 

III.  In  the  communes  where  there  are  lefs  than  5000  inhabit- 
ants, they  are  to  be  compofed  only  of  10  citizens — In  thofe  of 
5000,  and  under  20,000,  of  20  citizens — In  thofe  of  20,000, 
and  under  50,000,  of  30  citizens ;  and  in  the  four  great  com- 
munes of  Paris,  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  and  Bourdeaux,  of  40 
citizens* 

IV.  Thefe  focieties  (hall  be  fubjeft  to  the  regulations  of  the 
police.  They  (hall  not  correfpond  nor  affiliate,  nor  hold  public 
•fittings,  nor  have  prefidcnts  or  fecretaries,  nor  adopt  deliberative 
forms,  nor  take  any  other  name  than  that  of  a  private  fociety 
occupied  oh  political  questions.  They  (hall  aflemble  only  twice 
in  each  month,  and  are  to  break  up  at  fun-fet.- 

V.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  meafures  of  the  police,  the  doors 
.of  the  apartments  in  which  fuch  focieties  (hall  be  held,  (hall  have 
windows  in  them. 

VI.  The  Direflory  and  the  adminiftrattons  (hall  have  the 
light  to  diffolve  them  when  public  tranquillity  (hall  appear  to  be 
in  danger. 

VII.  The  proprietors  or  occupiers  of  the  houfes  in  which  fuch 
focieties  (hall  aflemble,  (hall  affix  on  the  outfide  of  fnch  houfes, 
'««  Popular  fociety  engaged  in  the  difcuflion  of  political  queftions." 

VIII.  Every  fociety  which  (hall  take  any  other  name  (hall  be 
declared  contrary  to  public  order :  it  (hall  be  dHTotved  by  a  verbal 
order,  and  if  neceffary  by  the  armed  force. 

■   IX.  Thofe  who  (hall  make  refinance  (hall  be  profecuted  as 
guilty  of  rebellion. 


*■ 


>    Proclamation  publijbed  fit  Nuremberg,  in  tfye  4th  July9  1797*  . 

WHAT  has  taken  place  to-day*  in  "the  barracks  has  induced  a 
great  part  of  the  burghers  and  inhabitants  of  this  city  to  take 
an  a&ivc  part  in  the  event  without  being  invited  by  the  magiftrate  ; 
and  their  (Jonduft  upon  this  occafjon  has  produced  the  effcft,  that 

the 


•  The  third  of  July  had  been  fixed  by  the  Prufljans  as  the  laft  period 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  barracks  occupied  by  the  Nuremberg  troops  upon 
the  territory f  to  the  poffeflion  of  which  they  form  pretentions.'   In  cafe  of 
refufal.  fprce  was  10  be  employed  j  yet  the  voluntary  evacuation  did  not  j 
take  place.    The  garrifon,  confifting  of  8ft  men>  had  Ttcefa^d  wtet%\*1 
maintain  their  pott,  even  if  the  laft  extremity  vrcrt  TftCUftcAAo*   Otw  ^ 
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the  plan  formed  «by  a  detachment  of  Pruflian  troops,  to  drive  the 
military  of  the  city  from  their  barracks,  has  completely  failed* 
The  fenate  is  very  far  from  mifunderftanding  the  motives  of  this 
a&ion.  They  are  convinced  that  too  animated  a  zeal  for  the  juft 
caufe  of  this  city,  and  too  exalted  a  patriotifm,  have  been  gene- 
rally the  incitement.  •  Although  fuch  motives  deferve  the  general 
gratitude,  yet  the  fenate  confider  it  as  one  of  their  duties,  and 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  warn  thefe  perfons  of  the  dangerous 
effect  6  to  which  they  are  cxpofed  by  taking  part,  without  being 
invited,  in  the  events  which  did  not  demand  their  intervention* 

The  fenate  believe  the  burghers  to  be  fufficiently  enlightened  to 
be  convinced  themfelves  that  the  fupreme  head  of  the  Empire  will 
fupport  with  fuitable  energy,  the  juft  decree  of  the  9th  May 
againft  the  Pruflian  regency,  and  which  the  fenate  have  juft  ren- 
dered public ;  they  invite  them,  in  confequence,  to  wait  quietly 
for  the  iflTue,  and  not  to  expofe  themfelves  and  their  families 
to  danger  by  ufelefs  refiftance,  and  a  too  exalted  patriotic 
zeal. 

The  fenate  having  thus  fatisfied  the  defire  of  the  burghers,  by 
confiding  to  them  for  a  time  the  care  of  the  gates,  expe£t  that 
they  will  remember  the  promife  they  have  made  to.abftain  from  all 
cxcefTes  and  precipitate  fteps,  and  leave  entirely  to  the  magiftrate 
and  fupreme  tribunal  of  the  Empire,  the  care  of  terminating  this 
affair* 


Speech  of  Car  not  on  the  14/A  July. 

TJOW  pleafant  it  is  to  celebrate  the  day  on  which  liberty  had 
•*"*'  its  birth!  that  liberty,  which  arofe  out  of  the  bofom  of  tera- 
pefts,  and  vra&preferved  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  fhoals,  TanAioned 


third  of  July,  a  detachment  of  316  Pruflian  hufTars,  grenadiers,  fuzileers,  and 
chafleurs,  commanded  by  a  major,  made  their  appearance.  The  gate  of  the 
barracks  was  forced,  the  garrifon  defended  itfclf :  an  officer  of  Pruflian 
grenadiers  and  four  foldiers  were  wounded,  and  the  attack  failed.  A  truce 
for  five  hours  was  concluded,  and  in  this  interval  t'reih  inftroclioxu  from 
the  fenate  were  expected.  At  nine  o'clock  a  capitulation  was  agreed  upon, 
Hating  that  the  garrifon  mould  quit  the  barracks,  drums  beating,  and  witnall 
the  honours  of  war.  The  capitulation  was,  in  fact,  carried  i^to  execution  j 
but  as  foon  as  it  was  made  public,  a  violent  ferment  broke  out  among  the  citi- 
zens a  trembled ;  a  great  number  armed  themfelves  with  all  kinds  of  arms, 
and  appeared  determined  to  make  ufe  of  them.  "The  prudent  conduct  of  the 
Pruflian  major  prevented  all  diforder  in  this  critical  moment :  he  retired  at 
ten  o'clock  with  his  detachment,  A  troop  of  armed  populace  afterwards 
demanded  permiflion  from  the  fenate  to  drive  away  the  Pruflian  garrifon 
*  hich  was  Aationed  under  the  gates  of  the  two  fuburbs ;  but  this  demand 
l  rehifed,  and  it  was  only  permitted  to  the  burghers  to  guard  the  gates 
ijointly  with  the  P ruffians.  In  the  afternoon  the  magiftrates  pubmhed 
"  above  proclamation*. 
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by  fo  many  victories ;  that  liberty,  in  fhort,  which  guarantees  * 
conftitution  dill  new,  but  which  has  already  been  proved  by  fo 
rotny  violent  attacks,  by  To  many  dark  confpiracies,  by  fuch  un- 
exampled fuccefc !    Happy  if,  while  the  republic  aftonifhes  the 
world  by  the  eclat  of  her  arms,  and  ftipulates  with  moderation, 
even  on  the  theatre  of  her  victories,  the  conditions  of  her  peace 
and  of  the  repofe  of  Europe ;  wicked  men,  animated  by  the  vileft 
paffions,  by  jealoufy,  avarice,  and  the  third  of  vengeance,  fhatt 
not  fucceed  in  tearing  her  vitals.     But  what  can  thefe  impotent 
efforts  avail  againft  the  national  will,  which  demands  an  end  to 
the  revolution  ?     In  vain  is  an  alliance  formed  between  anarchy 
and  defpotifm ;    between  rage  and  hypocrify ;    between   Louis 
XVI11.  and  the  (hade  of  Marat,  toextinguifh  the  focial  compact 
of  1795.     They  will  not  fucceed  more  in  trying  to  deftroy  it  bjr 
afudden  pxplofion,  than  in  executing  the  project  of  demoli thing 
it  piece  by  piece.     Republicans,  alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the  con- 
flitution,  be  re- allured.     No,  liberty  ihall  not  periih.     No,  it  is 
not  a  retrograde  movement,  to  make  a  neceflary  march  back  to 
the  point  which  ought  not  to  have  been  overleapt.     Our  legifla- 
tors  will  know  how  to  (lop  at  the  point  marked  by  juftice^  and 
that  vigour  of  government  which  has  been  able  to  ftrike  down 
JUiarchy  even  in  its  fury,  will  know  how  to  prevent  it  from  re- 
viving ;  and  will  ftrike  down  royalifm  in  its  turn,  if  it  ihall  dare 
to  raife  its  profcribed  head.     Friends  of  the  republic,  would  you 
haften  the  moment  of  enjoyment  unalterable,  keep  at  a  diftance 
from  the  impure  remains  of  that  abhorred  fed,  thofe  fanguinarjr 
difciples  of  Robefpierre  and  Eabceuf,  who  infolently  mix  their 
infamous  caufe  with  yours.     The  republic,  fay  you,  is  about  to 
perilh.     It  is  in  contention  with  all  the  efforts  of  malignity ;  its 
enemies,  enter  in  crowds ;  fanaticifm  b rand i flies  its  flaming  torch. 
Say  rather  that  the  conftitution  is  ftrong  indeed,  fince,  by  its 
means,  the  republic  can  already  brave  fo  many  combined  enemies: 
fince  the  internal  tranquillity  has  fuflered  np  fenfible  alteration  ; 
fince  each  day,  during  the  twenty  months  of  its  organization,  our 
fituat  ion  has  been  inceflantly  improving;  fince  it  flour  iihes;  fince 
it  profpersin  fpfte  of  the  clamours^  in  fpite  of  the  defamation,  in 
fpite  of  the  penury,  under  the  brambles  with  which  they  drive  to 
MB?  it.     May  a  reparation  then  take  place  between  the  caufe  of 
the  good,  and  that  of  the  perverfe.     May  our  enemies  be  num- 
bered, that  their  nullity  maybe  recogrtfzed.     Frenchmen,  dare 
at  length  to  call  yourfelves  republicans !     Dare  to  make  a  com- 
mon caufe  with  the  conquerors- of  Europe,  your  fathers,  your 
brothers,  and  your  fons.     May  all  alarm  among  us  ceafe !     May 
every  one;  in  difcharging  with  fidelity  the  duties  which  the  necefli- 
ties  of  the  ftate  fequire,  feel  himfelf  fafe  in  his  liberty  and  pro- 

Etrty!     May  he  who  has  honeftly  acquired,  enjoy  the  fruits  ofi 
s  indu/hy,  without  fear  of  being  defpofted  by  xY»  w«IBt  cxxj 


enemies  of  the  republic,  without  fear  of  being  the  vi&im  of  his 
civifm,  of  his  confidence  in  the  word  of  the  legiflature,  withou 
fear  of  invoking  in  vain  the  conMirutional  charter  of  his  fecurit^ 
and  rights.  Frenchmen,  let  us  fmooth  the  trifling  intcrefts 
divide  us :  let  us  carry  even  to  the  feet  of  the  Eternal  Father  ou 
free  and  pure  worlhip ;  and  may  every  one  ferve  God  accordin 
to  his  own  conference,  provided  that  we  offer  up  our  adoration  i 
the  fpirit  of  love  and  concord.  The  dominion  of  the  law  is  fepa— 
rated  from  that  of  the  confidence. — True  religion,  whatever  ma/' 
be  its  worfhip,  is  eficntially  the  friend  of  order,  and  of  the  obe- 
dience due  to  magiftrates ;  it  is  the  friend,  therefore,  of  the  re- 
publican conftitution.  May  every  fort  of  worfliip,  then,  be  ex — 
ercifed  freely,  under  national  protection ;  and  may  they  in  their 
turn,  who  demand  only  for  themfelves  fimple  toleration,  net 
become  the  oppreflbrs  of  their  fellow-citizens !  Yes :  the  consti- 
tution is  terminated !  You,  who  are  dill  feduced  by  different 
views  of  imaginary  good,  renounce  thefe  illufions  which  render 
you  miferable ;  abandon  the  projects  of  which  you  will  foorm 
become  the  viftims :  the  time  for  exaggeration  is  paft  ;  it  is  no 
longer  by  a  revolutionizing  enthufiafm,  but  by  prudence  and 
.firmnefs,  by  which  a  revolution  is  consolidated,  that  you  cart, 
fecure  the  bafis  of  our  happinefs.  Frenchmen,  may  this  com-* 
memoration  of  the  day  on  which  you  conquered  liberty,  contribute 
to  make  it  more  dear  to  you  than  ever. 


ReJoJution  paff'ed  by  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  15/i  of  July* 

refpefting  the  French  Prie/ls. 

A  RTICLE  I.  The  laws  pronouncing  the  penalty  of  baniib- 
r.-**'  ment  or  imprifonment  againft  priefts  who  were  fubje&ed  to 
oaths  or  declarations,  or  who  have  been  denounced  under  the 
name  of  refractory,  or  on  account  of  incivifm,  and  againft 
thofe  who  have  given  refuge  to  priefts  who  have  not  taken  the 
oaths,  are  and  remain  repealed. 

II.  The  laws  that  affimilate  the  banifhed  priefts  and  the  emi- 
grants are  alfo  rejected. 

III.  The  individuals  implicated  in  the  faid  laws  are  reinftated 
in  all  the  rights  of  French  citizens,'  by  fulfilling  the  conditions 
prefcribed  by  the  conftitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  (aid 
quality. 

RefolUtion  paffid  by  the  Council  of  Five  Hundued,  on  the  16th  jfuly* 

I.  NO  inftruQor  or  prcfeffor  of  morals,  legiflation,  or  public 
right,  can  exercife  his  funSions  without  having  made  a  declara- 
"""     to  the  following  efftd : 
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I  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  the  nation,  redding  In  the 
total  amount  of  the  citizens.  I  promife  to  fubmit  to  the  confti- 
t«tion  accepted  by  the  French  people,  and  to  recommend  all 
citizens  to  be  faithful  to  it. 

II.  The  preceding  article  is  applicable  to  the  minifters  of 
religious  worfhip, 

HI.  Thofe  who  (hall  refufe  to  obey  the  prefent  law  (hall  inr 
pir,  for  the  firft  offence,  a  penalty  of  500  livres  ;  for  the  fecond 
•fence,  a  year's  imprifonment,  and  for  the  third,  banilhment. 


Buonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief  ]  to  the  Army  of  Italy. 

'COLDIERS,  this  day  is  the  anniverfary  of  the  14th  of  July.  Yon 
fee  before  you  the  names  of  our  companions  in  arms,  who 
have  fallen  in  the  field  of  honour  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  They 
We  fet  you  the  example.  You  owe  yourfelves  wholly  to  the 
republic  ;  you  owe  yourfelves,  without  referve,  to  the  happinefsof 
thirty  millions  of  Frenchmen  ;  you  owe  yourfelves,  without  re- 
serve, to  the  glory  of  that  name,  which  has  received  new  fplen- 
dour  from  your  vi&ories. 

Soldiers,  I  know  that  you  are  profoundly  aife&ed  by  the  pro- 
fpeft  of  the  evils  which  threaten  your  country.  But  your  country 
Can  be  expofed  to  no  real  dangers.  The  fame  men  who  have 
Blade  France  triumph  over  confederated  Europe  are  thefe.  Moun- 
tains feparate  us  from  France.  You  will  pafs  them  with  the 
rapidity  of  the  eagle,  if  it  is  neceflary,  to  maintain  the  conftitu* 
(ion,  to  defend  liberty,  to  protefl  the  government  and  the  re* 
publicans. 

Soldiers,  the  government  watches  over  the  depofitory  of  the 
laws  which  has  been  entrufted  to  its  care.  The  moment  they 
venture  to  (hew  themfelves,  the  royalifts  (hall  have  lived.  Lay 
afide  your  inquietudes,  and  let  us  fwear  by  the  manes  of  thofe 
heroes  who  have  fallen  by  our  fide  in  the  caufe  of  liberty — let  us 
fwear  upon  our  new  ftandards,  irrecondleable  hoftility  to  the*, 
enemies  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  conftitution  of  the  3d  year. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte.    - 

By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

(SignedJ  Ajuex.  Berthier, 

General  of  Divifion,  &c. 
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Prodamati 
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■ 

Proclamation  of  General  Buonaparte, 

Head-quarters,  MonteMlo,  I 1  Mefpdor,  $th  Tear~- 

'T^HE  CiCalpine  republic  was  for  many  years  under  the  domi— 
-*•    nion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.     The  French  republic  fuc— » 
ceeded  it  by  the  right  of  con  que  ft.     It  now  renounces  this  right: 
&nd  the  Cilalpinc  republic  is  free  and  independent*     Recognizee 
by  France  and  the  Emperor,  it  will  foon  be  equally  acknowledged 
by  the  reft  of  Europe.     The  Executive  Dirc&ory  of  the  FrencF» 
jrcpubltc,  not  content  with  employing  its  influence,  and  the  vic- 
tories of  the  republican  armies,  to  fee u re  the  political  exiftence  odf 
the  Cifal pine  republic,  extends  its  care  Hill  further;  and  con  — 
vinced  that,   if  liberty  be  the  firft  of  blcllings,    the  revolution 
which  attends  it  is  the  greatcft  of  evils,  it  has  given  to  the  Cifal— 
pine  people  their  peculiar  conftitution,  re fu king  from  the  wifdom. 
of  the  molt  enlightened  nation.     From  a  military  regime  the 
Cifalpine  people  pafs  to  a  conftitutional  one*  That  this  t  ran  lit  ion. 
fhould  experience  no  fhock,  npr  be  expofed  to  anarchy,  the  Exe- 
cutive DircAory  has  thought  proper  to  nominate,  for  the  prefentji 
the  members  of  the  government  and  the  legiflative  body,  fo  that 
the  people  flioul  1,  after  the  lapfe  of  one  year,  have  the  ele&ion  to 
the  vacant  places,  in  conformity  to  the  conftitution.     For  a  great 
number  of  years  there  exifted  no  republic  in  Italy.     The  facred 
fire  of  liberty  was  cxtinguifhed,  and  the  fineft  part  of  Europe  was 
under  the  yoke  of  ftrangers.     It  belongs  to  the  Cifalpine  republic 
to  (hew  to  the  world  by  its  wifdom,  its  energy,  and  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  armies,  that  modern  Italy  is  not  degenerated}  and  is 
flill  worthy  of  liberty. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte, 


The  Minijler  of  General  Police,  to  his  Fellow- citizens. 

"IN  entering  upon  an  important  and  difficult  career,  in  which  I 
•*  never  was  ambitious  to  appear,  the  firft  impulfe  which  I 
feel  is,  to  addrefs  my  fellow-citizens. — The  nature  of  the;  func- 
tions which  I  am  called  upon  to  exercife,  eftablifhes  between  them 
and  the  magiftratc  of  general  police  relations,  the  mutual  bond  of 
which  ought  to  be  confidence  and  a  profound  fentiment  of  the 
general  happinefs.  What  force  is  not  required  for  the  exercife  of 
thefe  duties  in  the  co-operation  of  all  good  men,  and  in  their 
anxiety  to  fecond  his  zeal,  and  to  favour  his  good  intentions ! 
However  diflimilar  may  yet  appear  the  ciroimftances  in  which 
we  are  placed,  when  we  compare  the  tempcttuous  fcafon  we  have 
pa(Ted  with  our  prefent,  who  is  not  Jtruck  with  the  advantage  of 
having  a  government  already  proved  in  fpitc  of  fo  many  obitacles 
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iy  eighteen  months  experience,  which  has   produced  fo  many- 
fortunate  and  fplendid  events,  which  carries  in  iti'elf  the  principle 
of  its  own  improvement,  and  under  the  fhelter  of  which  every 
man  may  fo  eafily  rcpofe,  and  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  the  prefcnt, 
and  the  hopes  of  the  future  !     Who,  without  the  moft  inconceiv- 
able frenzy,  would  think  of  heaving  the  anchor,  and  replunging 
among  the  dangers  and  the  tempefls  of  a  new  revolution?     Con- 
fideras  your  enemy,  as  the  enemy  of  the  public,  whoever  ihould 
dare  to  fpeak  to  you  of  troubles,  offa&iohs,  of  civil  difcords.     Is 
there  a  fingle  political  aftbeiation,  the  objedl  of  which  is  not  to 
guarantee  to  its  members  liberty,  fecurity,  property  ;  and  do  not 
thofe  grand  bafes  of  the  focial  compad  compofe  the  foundation  df 
your  government  ?     The  only    fpirit  which    now  becomes  the 
French  people  is  the  fpirit  of  preservation.     Trie  only  mean  of 
repairing  paft  evils,  and  to  prevent  fatal  cataftrophes  in  future,  is, 
the  love  oi  order,  obedience  to  the  laws,  attachment  to  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  3d  year,  an  enlightened  patriot ifm,  with  peace 
and  union  among  the  citizens.     Blind  wculd  thofe  be  indeed  who 
ftould  form  other  wifhes  ;  for  anarchy  or  defpotifm  would  over- 
take them  to  punifli  them  for  their  error.     They  would  be  vei# 
ungrateful ;  tor  they  have  their  (hare  in  the  protection  of  the  gi^ 
vernment  againft  which  they  confpire  \  and,  though  they  declaim 
fo  openly  againft  it,  they  forget  that  they  do  this  in  virtue  of  that 
liberty  which  ihey  infujt.     If  you  were  deeply  penetrated  with 
thefe  evils,  you,  every  one  of  you,  will  become  the  moft  power- 
ful auxiliary  of  the    magiftrate  of  police,      Jn   your  families, 
in.  your  relations  of    friendlhip,    in   all    your   focial   commu- 
nications, wherever  annulment,  a  lore  of  the  arts  and^of  fine 
pleafures,  fhall  aflemble  you  together,  reftrain  by  your  example 
and  by  your  good  opinions  the  bad  citizens  who  would  wifh  to 
miflead  you  and  to  difturb  the  public  repofe.     It  is  thus  that  you 
will  aifociate  yourfelves  to  the  functions  of  a  minifter,  whofe 
influence  depends  more  than  any  other  on  the  attiftance  of  opinion. 
I  know  that  calumny  already  levels  'its  {hafts  againft  him  who 
addreifes  you ;  filence  it  with  a  fingle  word,  challenge  the  calum- 
niator to  cite  againft  him  a  fingle  aftion  at  which  a  freeman  ought 
to  bin (h.     The  magiftrate  of  police  ought  to  fpeak  little,  and  do 
a  great  deal*  but  If  to-day  he  fpcaks  to  you  in  the  name  of  your 
own  intereft,  it  is,  that  he  may  be  able  to  a£k  with  more  eflfedt, 
and,  above  all,  to  avoid  the  neceffity  of  doing  too  much.     Vigi- 
lance, without  the  fpirit  of  inquifition,  aftively  to  prevent  in- 
jurious proceedings,  to  lay  no  fnares  to  have  a  pretence  for  mea- 
fures  of  feverity,  equal  reftraint  of  all  parties  hoilile  to  order  and 
tranquillity,  faithful  to  his  duty  in  every  one  of  its  branches :  fuch 
is  the  talk  he  has  to  perform.     They  alarm  his  weaknefs-  and 
difcourage  his  zeal.     If  this  zeal  were  a  moment  to  relax,  he  has 
only  to  call  to  mind  his  oredeceffor,  who  prefents.  fo  glorious  a 
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model  to  imitate  in  the  fame  functions.  Had  I  confulted  only  my 
fade  for  folitary  habits,  I  fhould  have  remained  far  from  tho 
theatre  of  bufmefs.  But  perfuaded  that  every  citizen  of  a  free 
government  ought  to  obey  the  call  of  the  fupreme  magiftratcs,  I 
yield  and  refign  myfelf.  Such  is  my  profeflion  of  faith*  I  repofa 
it  upon  the  bolom  of  my  countrymen,  as  a  pledge  of  the  purity  of 
my  intentions,  and  with  a  hope  of  finding  in  them  die  fame 
fentiments. 

(Signed)  Lenoir  la  Roche, 

Miniiler  of  the  Interior. 


Meffage  from  the  Direftory  on  the  7.4th  of  July  to  the  Council  tf 

Five  Hundred. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

'T^HE  lamentable  ftate  of  the  finances  becomes  worfe  every. 
**■    moment;  all  the  branches  of  the  public  fervice  fufFer;  they 
will  all  fail  together  in  a  few  days,  if  a  prompt  remedy  be  not 
ao'miniftered. 

A  view  of  their  a£tual  fituation  will  demonstrate  this  fad  truth* 
The  accounts  of  credit  opened  fince  the  ift  Vendemiaire  to  this 
day,  amount  to  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  five  millions.  The 
fums  paid  in  the  aforefaid  period,  fuch  as  annuities  and  penfions, 
and  the  falaries  in  myriogrammes,  amount  to  twenty  or  twenty* 
five  millions ;  the  total  fums  of  which  the  payment  has  been  au- 
thor i  fed  by  the  legiflative  body  to  about  four  hundred  and  twenty* 
five  millions. 

Of  this  fum,  the  minifters  have  ftill/eventy  millions  todifpofe. 
The  minifter  of  finance  has  fufpended  the  payment  of  thirty- 
eight  millions,  on  orders  of  payment  delivered  to  him.  That 
fum  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  confidered  as  if  it  had  not  been 
appointed  to  be  paid  ;  and  thence  it  refults  that  the  expenfes 
a&itflly  difburfed,  whether  by  the  authority  of  the  two  councils  of 
the  legiflative  body,  by  the  minifters,  or  by  other  perfons,  amount 
only  to  three  hundred  and  feventeen  millions.  The  expenfes  of 
the  campaign  of  Italy  are  not  included  in  this  fum,  except  fome 
fums  particularly  authorifed ;  becaufc  as  the  army  lives  on  the 
produce  of  the  contributions  which  it  caufes  to  be  levied,  the' 
account  will  be  regulated  definitively.  But  the  army  of  Italy 
conftirutes  not  the  fole  force  which  the  republic  fupports;  it  has 
befides  under  its  ftandards,  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle, 
the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe,  the  garrifons  of  the  interior,  the  ex* 
traordinaries  of  the  marine,  &c. :  and  when  the  political  fituation  of 
the  republic  is  confidered  with  impartiality,  it  fhould  be  matter  of 
furprife  to  fee  ourfdves  arriving  within  two  months  of  concluding 
the  year  with  a  fimple  authority  for  the  expenfe  of  three  hundred 
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lad  feventeen  millions,  -whereas  previous  to  the  revolution,  much 
greater  fums  were  expended  in  ordinary  periods. 

Doubtlefs,  the  fum  total  of  the  expenfes  is  not  yet  exa&Iy 
known,  nor  confequently  fettled  ;  but  what  we  already  know  and 
perceive,  fupports  the  force  of  this  obfervation. 

This  ftate  of  things  will  appear  Hill  more  aftonifliing,  when 
you  confider  that  of  thefe  three  hundred  and  feventcen  millions 
che,   i     txpended,  more  than  eighty  are  dill  due  to  the  parties  who  fhould 
e  Inter!:,     receive  them,  and  that  their  titles  confift  cither  in  a  pledge  on  the 
value  of  national  property,  or  on  the  produce  of  contributions  to 
be  brought  in ;  thence  it  refults,  that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Council     *uthorifed  expenfes  amount  to  three  hundred  and  feventeen  mil- 
lions, the  payments  made  amount  only  to  two  hundred  and  forty  or 
two  hundred  and  fifty  millions.    All  the  cherts  however  are  empty. 
We  exift  only  from  day  to  day  ;  and  this  polition,  well  known  to 
the  national  treafure,  ought  to  prevail  over  all  the  hypothetical 
calculations  which  may  be  prefented  to  attempt  to  deftroy  it.     Its 
exa&nefs  is  befides  demonft rated  by  all  the  ftatements  of  monies 
already  received,  and  of  thofe  to  be  received,  which  the  commif- 
faries  of  the  national  treafury  have  prefented  almoft  every  month. 
You  will  thence  fee,  citizens  representatives,  that  whatever  efforts 
we  ufe,  we  cannot  calculate,  by  the  exifting  laws,  on  more  than 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  millions ;  you  muft  alfo  forefee  that 
the  amount  of  the  two  or  three  following  months  will  not  arrive, 
hy  reafon  of  the  flownefs  experienced  in  the  receipt  of  direct  con- 
tributions during  the  harveft.  If  calculations  apparently  higher  are 
prefented,  they  give  only  nominal  eftimates,  but  it  is  not  with 
them  that  the  public  fervice  can  be  maintained.     What  imports  it, 
in  reality,  that  the  receipts  amount  to  fifty  millions  (if  you  will) 
per  month,  if  we  muft  deduft  therefrom  ten  millions  remitted  by 
orders  of  difcharge,  as  many  in  ions  de  requjfition,  two  millions 
w  cotte  nationahy  three  millions  in  charges,  which  are  reckon- 
ed neither  in  the  accounts  of  receipt  nor  expenditure ;  as  then 
there  remain  only  twenty-five  at  difpofal. 

It  has  been  complained,  that,  in  order  to  fuftain  the  public 
Service,  bans  have  been  given,  payable  out  of  the  contributions  to 
ke  levied  ;  but  with  regard  to  fums  failed,  there  refulted  fome  in^ 
conveniences.     What  mcafure  is  exempted  from  inconvenience, 
when   the  receipt  is  below  the  expenditure?     The   Executive 
Direftory  has  endeavoured  to  Ifop  this  proceeding,  by  deciding 
that,  in  future,  no  order  of  payment  (hall  be  delivered,  but  on 
difpofable  funds.    To  commence  putting  this  meafure  in  pra&ice, 
f  there  was  of  public  treafure  only  759,970  livres  ;  it  was  neceflary, 

F  I  from  the  want  of  documents,  to  confider  as  already  collected,  all 
the  pre  fumed  incomes  of  a  whole  decade.  Making  a  due  diftri- 
bution  of. this  fiirh,  there  remains  difpofable  for  the  fervice  of  ten 
days,  after  deducting  the  pay  of  the  fubfiftence  of  the  army,  the 
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annuities,  penfions,  and  indegnnifiation  of  the  legislative  Wfl 
only  234,000  livres.  That  fum  being  evidently  infufficient,  th 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury  have  been  required  to  endeavour  ti 
procure  500,000  livres  by  negotiation ;  they  replied,  that  thej 
were  unable  to  procure  it ;  and  if  they  had  not  been  able  t a  an- 
nounce, at  the  fame  time,  that  we  might  calculate  on  400*000 
livres,  arifing  from  an  anterior  operation,  we  fhould  have  found 
ourfelves  under  an  impoflibility  of  making  fupplies  which  coulf! 
not  be  fufpended  without  endangering  the  public  fafety. 

The  Executive  Directory  has  often  already  fubmitted  to  you, 
Citizens  Reprefentatives,  its  obfervations  on  this  fubje£t ;  it  dread* 
not  making  known  the  itate  of  the  public  fortune,  becaufe  it  is 
convinced  of  the  poflibility  of  recruiting  it,  fo  as  to  reanimate  the 
confidence  of  good  citizens,  to  ftrike  defpair  into  our  internal 
enemies,  to  aftonifti  our  external,  and  finally  to  demonftratt 
that  the  revolution  has  not  been  made  in  France,  to  ter- 
minate in  that  date  of  diftrefs  which  is  now  experienced  in  th* 
country. 

You  will  obferve,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  that  we  are  reduce* 
to  reaffefs  the  landed  contribution  which  ought  to  have  been  levi- 
able ten  months  ago ;  that  the  law  which  was  to  produce  fixtj 
millions  by  the  perfonal  contribution  of  the  5th  year  is  not  ye 
made  ;  that  the  great  communes  have  not  at  their  difpofition  the 
fupplementary  means  which  are  neccflary  for  their  local  expenfes 
and  that  we  are  under  the  neceility  of  remitting  to  the  commune  o! 
Paris,  that  it  may  provide  for  its  local  expenfes,  almoft  all  tin 
taxes  of  the  department  of  the  Seine;  that  the  indirect  contribu- 
tions announced  fince  the  beginning  of  the  year,  are  not  even  ye 
put  in  a  train  of  difwUilion  ;  that  the  improvements  which  may  b< 
attained  from  enregiftering  {lamp?,  mortgages,  and  pofts,  are  ye 
but  mere  projects ;  that  the  reiources  which  may  be  drawn  fron 
mortgaged  lands  and  rent-charges,  not  feudal,  arc  ltill  entire. 

The  utility,  and  the  necciiity  alfo  of  thefe  objects  have  "beei 
long  acknowledged :  fince  it  has  been  propoied  to  fubmit  them  t< 
your  deliberations,  the  hopes  conceived  from  them  had  fultainei 
the  fervice ;  that  refource  docs  no  more  exill ;  other  means  an 
become  indifpen fable ;  without  author iiing  them,  the  fervice  0 
the  next  decade  will  be  impoilible. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Direftory  to  declare  to  you  tha 
it  has  arrived  to  the  point  of  that  criiis  which  it  announced  a  loflj 
time  ago,  and  that  it  has  retarded  it,  by  all  the  means  in  its  powe 
to  ufe.  You  will  find  in  your  wifdom  the  means  of  obviating  th 
Incalculable  evils  that  muft  refult,  if  the  public  treafury  does  no 
receive  prompt  and  efficacious  fuccours. 

The  Executive  Directory  invites  you,  Citizens  Reprefentativei 
to  take  into  coniiderution  the  re  quell  that  it  has  made  to  you. 

Th 
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The  following  fafts  prove  how  urgent  it  is  5 

We  learn  that  the  pay  of  the  army  is  in  arrear. 

There  are  only  234  thoufand  francs  for  urgent  purpofeS,  which 
require  ten  millions. 

There  is  more  than  five  due  to  perfons  in  employment,  the 
major  part  of  whom  have  not  yet  received  the  whole  of  what  was 
due  to  them  in  the  month  of  Germinal. 

The  repairs  of  roads,  and  public  monuments,  are  about  to  be 
fufpended. 

The  providers  of  bread  to  the  prifons  muft  flop. 

The  fervice  of  the  hofpitals  is  expofed  to  the  fame  danger. 

There  is  no  effective  referve. 

There  remains  nothing  difpofable. 

It  is  to  you,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  alone  that  it  belongs  to 
f    fad  a  remedy. 

(Signed)     •  Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


Subflance  of  tin  Report  on  the  Approach  of  Troops  towards  Paris, 
prefented to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on  the  24//;  of  July \ 

DICHEGRU  appeared  in  the  tribune,  in  the  name  of  the  corn- 
million  diredted  to  examine  the  meifages  of  the  Dire&ory 
upon  the  arrival  of  troops  near  Paris.     The  orator  began  with 
I     fating,  that  the  marching  of  thefe  troops,  whatever  their  defti- 
\     nation   might  be,  was  againft  all  the  rules  of  the  military  art : 
;     that  the  69th  article  of  the  conftitution  had  been  violated,  inaf- 
much  as  Ferte  Hanay  is  within  the  circle  that   the  troops  ought 
never  to  infringe,  without  the  authority  of  the  legiflative  body* 
He  declared  that  the  Dire&ory  had  no  knowledge  of  the  march- 
ing of  the  troops,  and  that  the  minifter  of  war  was  equally  igno- 
rant of  the  circumftance.     It  appeared,  by  certain  documents, 
that  it  was  by  order  of  the  minifter  of  marine  that  the  troops 
aarched.      *4  I    declare,"    faid  Pichegru,    "  that   attempts   are 
making  to  miflead  the  foldiers,  to  deceive  them,  and  to  induce 
them  to  commit  criminal  a 61  s  againft  the  legiflative  body."  Speak- 
ing now,  in  the  language  of  a  general  who  has  often  ltd  our  le- 
gions to  vi&ory,  he  addreflTed  hiinfelf  to  the  troops: — "Brave 
Warriors,  you  know  your  duty,  you  will  obey  your  chiefs — you 
owe  them  fubmifiion  ;  but  you  know  thaJt  fubmiflion  to  their 
orders  ceafes  as  foon  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  confti:ution.     It  is 
one  of  your  fiicnds  that  fpeaks — he  has  feen  you  in  camps — he 
has  (hared  your  perils  and  your  glorious  labours.     It  is  becaufe 
he  knows  you  that  he  loves  you — ir  is  becaufe  he  knows  you  thaj 
he  relies  upon  your  love  for  your  country.     You  havo 


tjiat  royaliffo  triumphs  In  die  interior,  Id  the  bofom  ercn  of.  tit 
fenate.  I  tell  you  that  fuch  accounts  are  infamous  calumnies, 
equally  infulting  to  the  mandataries  of  the  people,  and  the  pco* 
pie  themfelves,  who  have  vetted  their  confidence  in  them.  N*{ 
the  love  of  the  country,  the  republican  fpirit,  are  not  chilled;  Id 
fa£tions  (hew  themfelves,  and  whatever  be  their  mafic,  you  fltol 
fee  us  fight,  and  deftroy  them  all.  As  for  fome  time  the  legiiU 
five  body  have  been  employed  in  doing  juftice,  the  fole  means  d 
infpiring  love  for  the  republic,  the  friends  of  trouble  and  amity 
tious  men  calumniate  the  legiflature,  becaufe  they  know  ths 
nhey  will  be  deprived  of  the  prerogative  of  governing  the  repubb 
at  their  pleafure.  But  you,  brave  foldiers,  you  will  defpife  thdi 
perfidious  difcourfes,  you  will  not  return  to  your  country  to  ill 
volve  it  in  trouble,  but  to  embrace  a  brother  in  each  of  your  fellow* 
citizens.  You  know  that  it  is  the  nation  alone  that  is  prepariaj 
for  you  retirement  and  the  recompence  you  have  deferved." 

After  this  fpecch  Pichegru  announced,  that  for  fome  time  A 
number  of  troops  within  the  circle  of  the  constitution  had  not  bee 
increafed.     He  then  prefented  two  plans. 

The  firft  tends  to  fix  the  constitutional  circle,  which  (hall  nil 
be  broken  into  by  troops. 

The  fix  myriameters  (hall  be  drawn  from  the  centre  of  tf 
commune  where  the  legiflative  body  refides.  At  each  road  (hi 
be  placed  a  poft  with  this  infcription,  "  Conftitutional  limit fi 
the  approach  of  troops." 

Every  public  runftionary  that  (hall  give  orders  to  the  troops! 
pafs  this  boundary,  without  the  authority  of  the  legiflative  bod; 
(hall  be  profecuted  as  guilty  of  an  attack  upon  the  constitution. 

The  corps  of  troops  puffing  the  boundary  (hall  be  dilbanded. 

The  fecond  plan  forbids  every  commandant  or  general  in  tl 
interior  to  march  troops  beyond  the  limits  of  his  command. 

The  above  plans  were  agreed  to. 


Plan  feat  to  all  the  Parijhes  in  Great  Britain,  in  May  1797. 

■ 

Plan  of  a  General  JJfsciathn  of  the  Inhabitants  of  jhe  Parijb 

to  ferve  without  Pay,  for  the  Protection  thereof 
cafe  of  any  Emergency,  at  the  Requijition  of  the  Civil  Power,  to 
Jubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Vejlry  to  be  called  for  that  Purfu 

ift.  A  GENERAL  aflbciation  (hall  be  formed,  which  aflbc 
■**•  tion  (hall  be  compofed  of  houfeholders,.  and  fuch  ot: 
inmates  as  (hall  be  recommended  by  two  houfeholders  at  the  to- 
being  themfelves  members  of  the  aflbciation,  and  approved  j 
judged  neceflary,  by  a  committee  of  the  aflbciation  to  be  chc* 
at  a  general  meeting. 
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2d,  That  the  members  of  the  aflbciation  fliall  put  down  their 
names  and  places  of  abode  hi  a  book,  to  be  provided  and  kept  in 
the  veftry  for  that  purpofe. 

3d.  The  parifli  to  be  divided  into  diftri&s;  the  inhabitants  of 
each  diftji&,  who  enroll  themfelves,  to  be  divided  into  dalles  of 
50  each,  to  be  commanded  by  an  inhabitant  of  that  diftrift,  who 
Hull  be  confidered  as  captain  of  the  clafs,  and  a&  as  fuch,  under 
acommtf&pn  from  his  Majefty.  This  officer  to  be  recommended 
\n  a  committee  of  aflbciation  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  Each  clafs 
wall  carry  a  flag  to  diftinguifh  it,  and  the  pcrfon  who  is  to  carry 
it  fliall  be  nominated  by  the  captain  of  the  clafs. 

4th.  The  majority  of  any  clafs  (hall  be  empowered  to  rejeft 
from  that  clafs  any  individual,  whether  houfeholder  or  inmate, 
who  fliall  appear  to  them  to  be  an  unfit  member  thereof* 

5th.  In  cafe  of  alarm,  and  at  the  requifrtion  of  the  civil  power, 
the  clafs  to  be  aflembled  at  a  rendezvous,  which  fliall  be  previoufly 
appointed  by  the  captain. 

6th.  Place  of  general  rendezvous  for  all  the  clafles  (hall  be 
appointed  by  the  committee  of  aflbciation. 

7th.  All  perfbns  enrolling  themfelves  to  furnifli  their  own 
arms,  which  arms  fliall  be  either  firelocks  and  bayonets,  pikes, 
•r  any  other  arms,  wjiich  fliall  be  approved  of  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

8th.  A  lift  of  the  members  in  each  clafs  to  be  made,  and  a 
copy  lodged  with  each  member  in  that  clafs,  together  with  a  copy 
of  fuch  inftniAions,  figned  by  the  captain_pf  the  clafs,  as  may  be 
found  neceflary  for  their  more  fpeedily  collecting  together  in  cafe 
of  alarm,  and  for  regulating  the  proper  quantity  ot  ammunition 
which  each  member  iurnilhed  with  a  firelock  fliall  conftantly  be 
provided  with. 

9th.  No  member  of  the  aflbciation  to  be  required  to  meet  to 
exercife,  but  each  clafs  may  be  muttered  with  their  arras  by  its 
captain,  at  fuch  convenient  and  ftated  times  as  fliall  be  agreed 
'Upon;  thofe  who  furnifli  themfelves  with  firelocks,  will,  at  their 
icqueft,  be  allowed  a  ferjeant  or  corporal  by  government,  to 
teach  them  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  in  order  that  .they  more  conve* 
tartly  may  aft  together,  either  in  feparate  clafles,  or  jointly  with 
others  in  the  fame  clafs,  as  fliall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  members 
of  the  aflbciation  *. 


•  This  will  be  to  be  determined  in  each  parifli,  upon  a  confideration  of 
what  may  belt  fuit  tAe  mutual  convenience  of  the  feveral  members,  accord* 
log  to  their  relative  titrations,  in  point  of  neighbourhood,  and  to  the  anna 
which  they  mean  to  furnifli  themfelves  with. 

i  loth. 
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ioth.  A  hit  and  feather,  or  fomc  other  mark  of  diftinftion,  tc 
be  adopted  ;  or  thofc  provided  with  firelocks,  if  formed  intc 
clafles  by  themfeives,  to  have  an  uniform  if  they  chufe  it-f*. 

nth.  Not  to  go  out  of  the  parifh,  except  of  their  owr 
accord. 

12th.  Nt>  perfon  who  is  engaged  in  any  military  corps,  ©: 
other  aflbciation,  to  be  appointed  as  captain ;  but  fuch  perfon 
may  enroll  themfeives,  and  only  engage  to  join  this  afibciatioi 
when  not  called  away  by  other  duties. 

N.B.  The  above  plan  is  only  fuggeftcd  as  a  general  outline 
which1  may  be  varied  and  modified  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be! 
fuit  the  local  fituations  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  fuel 
pari  (lies  as  (hall  think  proper  to  aifociatc  for  the  mutual  fecurit; 
and  protection  of  themfeives  and  their  property,  upon  the  princi 
pie  here  laid  down. 

As  fome  fmall  expenfes  mult  neceflarily  be  incurred  for  the  pur 
chafe  of  flags  for  the  different  clafles,  paying  for  the  ftamps  of  thi 
com  mi  (lions  (his  Majefty  being  graciouily  pleafed  to  grant  then 
free  of  every  other  expenfe),  and  fome  other  trifling  incidental 
charges,  a  fubferipuon  to  bt5  opened,  where  every  houfeholder 
who  approves  of  this  plan,  and  will  give  it  his  fupport,  may 
fubferibe  any  frtnallfiim  that  he  pleafes,  not  exceeding  the  amount 
of  (hillings,  to  defray  the  fame. 

Such  female  houfeholders  as  are  willing  to  (ignify  their  appro- 
bation of  this  plan,  and  give  their  fupport  to  it,  to  be  requested  to 
authorife  fome  houfeholder  in  the  parifh,  who  is  himfdf  a  member 
of  the  aifociation,  to  fign  their  names,  and  to  aitefl  that  it  is  by 
their  authority  ;  and  in  that  cafe  fuch  female  houfeholder  may,  in 
concurrence  with  another  houfeholder,  being  a  member  of  the 
afTociation,  recommend  any  houfehoiders  or  inmates,  being  propei 
perfons,  to  join  in  the  aflbciation,  and  the  perfon  fo  recommended 
(hall  be  enrolled  in  like  manner  as  the  other  members  of  the  aflb- 
ciation. 


Speech  of  the  Preftdent  of  the  Directory  on  the  Fete  of  the  g/A  The P 

midor* 

TT7E  celebrated  on  the  14th  of  July  the  downfall  of  hereditary 

*  *     defpotifm;  to-day  we  celebrate  the  fall  of  a  fyranny  (til 

more  deteftable,  becaufe  it  is  one  deriving  not  its  importance  fron 

the  prejudices  of  birth,  to  which  precedent  and  the  lapfe  of  tinn 


+  This  will  be  governed  by  the  agreement  which  the  aflbciation  dial 
coine  to  uj'on  the  9th  article. 


have  given  confequcnce,  nor  poflefTes  it  any  of  thofe  qualities  of  a 
perfonal  nature,  which  are  calculated  to  feduce  mankind,  and 
which,  in  fome  refped,  feem  to  ldfon  the  weight  of  arbitrary 
authority.  Liberty!  it  is  to  thee  we  dedicate  all  our  republican 
feftivals;  but  thofe  of  the  9th  and  10th  Thermidor  are  particu- 
larly devoted  to  thy  ihrine.  It  is  to  thofe  days  that  the  law  hath 
peculiarly  attributed  thy  facred  name,  becaufe  it  is  owing  to  thofe 
facred  epochs  that  thou  art  indebted  for  ceafing  to  be  fomething 
more  than  a  name  ;  it  is  to  thofe  periods  thou  art  indebted  for  thy 
(obftantial  exiftence.  Until  thofe  happy  days  thou  wert  but  a 
bleeding  fpeftre,  and  the  greateft  crime  which  charafterifed  the 
execrable  fyftem  overthrown  by  thy  influence,  was  that  of  endea- 
louring  to  render  thee  odious,  by  giving,  under  thy  name,  the 
reins  of  dominion  to  licentioufnefs,  plunder,  terror,  and  death. 

Frenchmen,    this  day,    devoted  to  feftivity,  is  not  a   proper 
time  for  affli&ing  your  minds  by  painting  to  your  eyes  a  long 
fcriesof  thofe  misfortunes  which  have  defolated  the  human  race 
during  the  calamitous  period  of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking. 
The  tyrannical  chara&er  which  peculiarly  attaches  to  this  period, 
produced  conftantly,  in  the  very  name  of  the  people,  the  deftruo 
tion  of  the  people ;  and  in  the  name  of  liberty,  founded  on  virtue, 
civic  anarchy,  debauchery,  defolation,  and  ferocity  ;  in  the  name 
of  equality  of  rights,  replaced  the  right  of  property  by  that  of 
rapine;  and  further,  by  this  fubverfion,  fapped  the  fundamental- 
principles  of  induftry,  commerce,  and  national  property ;  nay, . 
mthe  name  of  reafon  proscribed  the  lights  of  fcience  and  the  arts, 
covered  with  contempt,  as  though  they  were  vain  prejudices,  the 
Confolatory  and  amiable  leffons  of  morality ;  flifled  all  the  fwect 
affeftions  held  forth  by  nature  ;  impofed  file  nee  on  pity,  mode  ft  y, 
paternal  and  filial  love;  and  finally  broke  afunder,  by  the  effeds 
of  a  falfe  and  inconfiftent  philofophy,  all  thofe   bands  which 
unite  man  with  man,  whether  by  the  confidcration  of  exifting 
friendihip,    the   remembrance  of  the  part,    or  the  hope  of  the 
future.;  or,  if  you  pleafe,  by  thofe  illufions  of  the  imagination 
^hich,  however  they  originate,  have  the  efFcc*l  of  extending  a 
charm  over  life,  and  fhedding  over  the  griefs  of  humanity  and 
*he  tedioufnefs  of  mortal  txiftenee,  the  balm  of  comfort  and  the 
flowers  of  delight.     The  republic  in  thofe  days  exifted  only  in 
our  armies.     Ir   was  in  the  camp  alone  that  humanity  found 
'tfuge.     The  defenders  of  the  country,  by  covering  France  with 
their  laurels,  dole  from  us,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  the  con* 
^deration  of. the  crimes  which  overwhelmed  us.     Their  triumphs 
*ere  fo  numerous,  they  affumed  fo  great  a  character  for  devotion 
*°  their  country,  for  patience  and  for  heroifm,  that  their  glory 
fought  to  efface  in  the  hiftory  of  France  all  the  blemithes  of  the 
revolution.     Let  us  ceafe  to  occupy  our  minds  with  the  confidera- 
tion  of  cataftrophes  which  we  (hall  never  again  behold,  in  order 
-.  Vol.  VI.  P  \* 


to  give  place  to  the  celebration  of  a  period  which  may  be  COrifi**  . 
dered  as  a  termination  of  them.     This  day  will  not  be  loft.     By-  >'\ 
recalling  tyranny  to  our  remembrance,  it  recalls  at  the  fame  time 
Its  precipitate  fall,  and  the  errors  which  have  for  fo  long  a  timtf 
deprived  us  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  vi&ory.     It  prefents  to  the    - 
ambitious   the   dreadful   example   of    the  deftiny  which  awaits 
oppreifors  ;  it  teaches  the   true  friends  of  the  republic  never  to 
form  an  union  with  the  fadlious,  or  to  difagree  one  with  another; 
it  teaches  them  that  there  is  no  fafety  but  by  all  uniting  in  one    - 
common  bond,    and  by  purfuing  the   principles  of  juftice,  4tid 
adhering  to  the  confiitution  of  the  third  year. 


Speab  of  the  Prejident  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on  the  AntiU   :" 


verjary  of  the  Cver throw  of  Robcfpierre* 


ir 


/  i 

'TTHE  9th  Thermidor;  this  day  recalls  to  our  minds  events  of  i  * 
**■  memorable  nature.  Every  ftep  we  meet  honourable  vi£tiitte|'  i 
which  this  famous  day  wrcftcd  from  the  hands  of  their  ex  ecu-  ft 
tioners,  Wherever  I  turn  my  eyes  in  the  hall,  I  perceive  mem*  j* 
bers  who  owe'  their  fafety  and  their  liberty  to  this  day.  I  hail  W 
thee,  O  9th  Thermidor  !  Day  ever  to  be  remembered!  Day  f 
which  will  ever  remain  the  terror  of  the  factious  and  intriguing  * 
and  the  hope  and  confolation  of  the  people !  Thy  memory  Will  £ 
pafs  from  generation  to  generation,  as  forming  a  period  of  foletnil  '41 
expiation  for  fuch  an  abundance  of  tears  and  blood.  * 

But  it  is  not  alone  by  confidering  men's  fentiments  we  ought, i* 
to  celebrate  this  day.     Doubt lefs  it  was  a  grand  effort  of  jufticei    : 
Let  us  every  day  celebrate  the  9th  Thermidor,  by  confoling.th*  s 
citizens  with  the  benefits  for  which  they  look  up  to  us.    '  It  is'  ill 
vain  we  are  attempted  to  be  driven  from  the  feat  of  juilice  by   - 
menaces.     Calumny  will  die  away,  but  the  good  ye  fhall  havxj 
performed  will  endure,  and  will  manifef*   :h     r  jrity  of  your  en* 
deavours,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  fenfible  »    ri  of  mankind. 

Our  glory,  like  our  exigence,  refts  u  on  the  maintenance  of 
the  confiitution  of  the  third  year.     Whether  you  go  before  Of  . 
behind,  proceed  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,   I  behold  nothing  but*    J 
fea  of  blood.      Re  allured,  founders  of  the    republic,  there  aft    j 
In  this  place  none  but  thofe  who  wifh  to  imitate  and  emulate  you*    i 
And  ye  brave-  defenders,  whom  malevolence  feeks  to  eftratjge    ; 
from  the  name  of  liberty,  ye  know  that  ye  can  never  ceafe  to  06 
republicans,  while  ye  remain  jufl. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ftruggles  of  impious  faflions,  we  will 
never  make  a  retrograde  motion  towards  tyranny  of  any  defcrip-  . 
tion.     The   bloody  yoke   of  terror  fhall   no  more  weigh  doWtt 
France,  and  the  9th  Thermidor  fhall  not  have  pafled  in  vain. 

± *  •Arr«l 
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.  Arret  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  izth  Vent  of e* 

*VHE  executive  directory  having  confultcd  the  law  of  the  9th 
•*  of  March,  I793>  confidering  that  the  flags  of  neutral  powers 
being  no  longer  refpe£led  by  the  enemies  of  the  French  republic, 
and  all  the  rights  of  men  being  violated  to  their  prejudice,  it  is  no 
longer  permitted  to  the  French  people  to  fulfil  towards  thofe 
powers  in  general,  that  wifh  which  they  have  fo  often  manifefted, 
and  which  they  will  conftantly  entertain  for  the  full  and  entire 
freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation,  diredts,  among  other  dif- 
pofitions, 

1.  That  (hips  of  war  and  privateers  may  flop  and  bring  into 
the  ports  of  the  republic,  neutral  (hips  which  fhall  be  charged,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  with  merchandife  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

2.  That  merchandife  belonging  to  the  enemy  fhall  be  declared 
good  and  lawful  prize,  and  be  connfeated  to  the  profit  of  the 
captors. 

3.  That  in  all  cafes  neutral  (hips  fhall  be  releafed,  the  moment 
that  the  merchandife  feized  is  difcharged ;  that  the  freight  of  it 
flull  be  paid  at  the  rate  which  fhall  have  been  flipulated  by  the 
configners;  and  that  a  juft  indemnity  (hall  be  granted  on  account 
of  their  detention  by  the  tribunals  competent  to  decide  upon  the 
validity  of  prizes. 

4.  That  thefe  tribunals  fhall  be  dire&cd  befides  to  fend,  three 
days  after  the  decifion,  a  double  inventory  of  the  merchandife  to 
the  minifter  of  marine,  and  another  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs. 

5*.  That  the  prefent  law,  applicable  to  all  the  captures  that 
have  been  made  lince  the  declaration  of  war,  fhall  ceafe  to  have 
effeft  as  foon  as  the  enemy  fhall  have  declared  non-feizable, 
although  deftined  for  the  ports  of  the  republic,  the  merchandife 
laden  on  board  neutral  (hips,  which  fhall  belong  to  the  govern- 
ment or  to  French  citizens. 

.  s  Having  feen  the  law  of  the  27th  of  July,  1793,  whtch  direfls 
the  foregoing  law  to  be  fully  executed  ;  having  aifo  feen  the  7th 
article  of  the  law  of  the  13th  Nivofe,  third  year,  which  enjoins  all 
the  agents  of  the  republic  to  refpeft  and  obferve  in  all  their  dif- 
pofitions  the  treaties  which  unite  France  to  the  neutral  powers  of 

.  the  continent,  and  to  the  United  States  of  America;  confidering 
that  this  laft  law  is  not  derogatory  to  the  law  of  the  9th  of  May, 
I?93>  refolves  as  follows: 

Art.  1.  The  commifTaries  of  the  executive  direQory  with  the 
Civil  tribunals  of  the  department,  fhall  take  care  that,   in  the 
Contefts  upon  the  validity  of  marine  prizes,  no  decifion  fhall  be 
founded  upon  the  7th  article  of  the  law  of  the  13th  Nivofe,  with-;  . 
°nt  the  ininifter  of  juftice  having  been  preYioufly  confulted^  coa*  Jfl 
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formably  to  the  3d  article  of  the  law  of  the  8th  Floreal,  fourth  year, 
relative  to  the  treaties,  in  virtue  of  which  neutral  perfon*  pretenc 
to  withdraw  themfelves,  by  means  of  the  firft  of  thefe  laws,  from 
the  execution  of  th*t  of  the  9th  of  March,   1793. 

a.  The  minifter  of  juftice  (hall  examine  whether  the  treaties 
ft  ill  fubfift,  or  whether  they  have  been  modified  fince  the  concfu- 
fion  of  them :  there  (hall  be  furnrfhed  to  them  by  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  all  the  documents  of  which  they  (hall  (land  in  need, 
and  reference  (hall  be  made  to  the  executive  diredory,  as  it  is  pte- 
fcribed  by  the  law  of  the  8th  Floreal,  fourth  year. 

3.  The  directory  remind  all  French  citizens,  that  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  6th  Feb.  1778,  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  has  been,  on  the  terms  of  the  fecond  article,  modified  of 
full  right  by  that  which  has  been  concluded  at  London,  on  the 
19th  Nov.  1794,  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Eng- 
land J  in  confequence,  v  '    •* 

1.  After  the  article  17  of  the  treaty  of  London,  of  the  19th 
Nov.  1794,  all  mcrchandife  of  the  enemy's,  or  merchandife  iibt 
fufficiently  afcertaincd  to  be  neutral,  conveyed  tinder  American 
flags,  (hall  be  confifcated  :  but  the  (hip,  on  board  of  which  fiich 
merchandife  (hall  be  found,  (hall  be  releafed  and  given  to  tjhe 
proprietor.  The  commiflaries  of  the  dire&ory  arc  enjoined  to 
accelerate,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  .the  decifion  of  the 
contefts  which  (hall  arife,  either  upon  the  validity  of  the  captures 
of  the  cargoes,  or  upon  freights  and  infuranccs. 

2.  According  to  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty  of  London,  dated 
the  19th  of  November,  1794*  relative  to  articles  declared  contra- 
band by  the  24th  article  of  the  treaty  dated  February  6,  1778* 
are  added  the  following : 

Ship  timber; 

OaKum,  pitch,  and  rofin ; 

Copper  for  (heathing  veflels ;  ' 

Sails,  hemp,  and  cordage; 
And  every  thing  which  ferves  dire&ly  or  indireflly  to  the  arming 
and  equipping  of  veftelfc,  excepting  bar  iron,  and  fir  in  planks. 
Thefe  articles  (hall  be  confifcated  as  often  as  they  (hall  be  deflined, 
or  attempted  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy. 

3.  According  to  the  21ft  article  of  the  treaty  of  London  oi 
the  above  date,  every  American,  who  (hall  hold  a  commiflion  from 
the  enemies  of  France,  as  well  as  every  feaman  of  that  nation 
compofing  the  crew  of  the  (hips  and  veflels,  (halt,  by  this  fafl 
alone,  be  declared  piratical,  and  treated  as  fuch,  without  fuffer 
ing  the  party  to  eftablifh  that  the  a&  was  the  confequence  o: 
threats  or  violence. 

k4.  In  purfuance  of  the  law  of  the  14th  Feb.  1793,  the  regula 
ns  of  the  21ft  O&ober  1744,  and  of  the  26th  July,  (hall  to 
nplkd  with  according  to  their  form  and  tenor. 


\ 
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Every  American  fhip  fliall  therefore  be  deemed  a  lawful  prize, 
which  (hall  not  have  on  board  a  bill  of  lading  in  due  form,  accord- 
ing^ the  plan  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  Feb.  1778,  the 
execution  of  which  is  enjoined  by  the  25th  and  27th  articles  of  that 
treaty. 

5.  The  commiflioners  of  the  executive  directory  are  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  penalties  that  attach  on  all  clandestine  attempts 
that  may  be  made  by  American,  or  veflels  belonging  to  any  other  . 
Bation,  to  pafs  as  neutral,  on  board  the  veffel  where  the  fraud  is 
attempted  to  be  pra&ifed,"  in  the  manner  that  thefe  penalties  have 
been  repeatedly  carried  into  effect  during  the  prefent  war.  The 
penalty  (ball  attach  where  the  blanks  in  the  confignments  and  in- 
voices are  not  filled  up,  though  figned  and  fealed,  where  the 
papers  are  in  the  form  of  letters,  containing  fictitious  flgnatures ; 
where  are  double  paffports  or  policies,  fpecifying  different  defti- 
nations;  where  confignment  is  made  to  two  or  more  faftors,  and 
irhere  there  are  different  receipts  or  papers  of  any  kind  which 
confign  the  whole  or  part  of  the  fame  goods  to  different  owners  or 
different  deftinations. 

6.  By  this  article,  provifions  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  Frimaire 
laft,  relative  to  freight  and  infuiance,  are  repealed,  as  far  as  they 
apply  to  infurance. 

7.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall  be  publifhed  in  the  bulletin  of  the 
lawSi  The  minifters  of  the  marine  and  of  the  colonies,  of 
juftice,  and  for  foreign  affairs,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of 
it  in  their  refpective  departments. 

(Signed)  Rewbell,  Prefident. 

La  Garde,  Secretary- general. 


Refolution  faffed  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on  the  24th  of Jul} , 
for  the  Suppreffion  of  Popular  Societies. 

I.  P VERY  fociety,  in  which  political  queflions  fhall  be  dif- 
cuffed,  fhall  be  provifionally  forbidden. 

%•  Perfons  who  fhall  affemble  in  fuch  focietics  fhall  be  appre- 
hended and  taken  before  the  tribunals  of  the  correctional  police, 
38  guilty  of  unlawfully  aflembling,  and  be  punifhed  accordingly. 

3.  Every  proprietor  or  tenant  of  a  houfe  let  to  fuch  focieties 
fliall  be  obliged  to  pay  a  penalty  of  ioco  livres,  and  fuffer  three 
months  imprifonment. 


tai 
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The  Minijier  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Bat  avian 

National  AJJhnbly* 

2d  Thermidor,  5/A  year  of  the  French  Republic* 
one  and  indivifible* 

Citizens  Rcprcfentatfves, 

TT  is  at  this  moment,  when  the  Batavian  people  afTemble  for  the 
exercife  of  the  fir  ft  right  of  a  free  nation,  in  founding  a  con- 
ftitution,  which   fhall   place  it   in  the  ranks  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  that  the  underlined  difenarges  his  duty,  by  add  re  fling 
to  you,  on  the  part  of  his  government,  his  felicitations  on  this 
happy  epoch,  and  the  tranquillity  and  wifdom  which  prepared  .it* 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  decifive  of  the  deftiny  of  the  Bata-J» 
vians,  the  executive  directory  of  the  French  republic  (which  has 
its  eyes  conftantly  fixed  on  thofe  important  labours  which  you 
bave  fo  happily  terminated)  redoubles  the  lively  intcrcft  it  took  in 
the  courfe  of  your  proceedings,  and  feizes  this  opportunity,  of 
xnanifefting  to  the  whole  nation  the  fentiments  of  a  faithful  ally, 
in  its  wilhes,  its  hopes,  and  good  difpofition  towards  you.     It 
was  not  contented  with  maintaining  attentively,  through  a  train 
of  negotiations,  produced  by  the  wifdom. of  its  councils,  as  well 
as  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  the  interefts  of  the  Bata« 
vian   people ;  with  having  procured  for  it  new  alliances,  equally 
advantageous  and  honourable;  with  having  thus  aifociated  it  with 
the  proud  deftiny  of  the  French:  it  does  not  ditfemble,  that  alj 
thofe  benefits  would  be  illufive  and  traniitory,  without  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  constitution,   and  a  fettled  government,  which 
form  the  firft  wants  of  a  people.     But  it  was  penurated  with  the 
fmcereft   fatisfaflion  to  find  that  this  long-expected  conftitutioa 
was  on,  the  point  of  being  prefented  to  the  Batavian  people \  how 
was    its    joy    incrcafed,    when,    obferving    your   conftitutional 
labours,  they  faw  confederated  in  them  not  only  thofe  great  and 
true  principles  which   preferve  individual,   political,   and  moral 
liberty,  but  alfo  thofe  of  profound  philofophy,  enlightened  by 
experience,  when  they  found  in  them  (inftead  of  that  ill-cemented 
Union  of  partial  fovereignties,  which  increafe  and  thwart  each 
other  incelfantlyj  the  unity  which  is  the  life  of  a  political  in  ftitu- 
tion— the  concentration  of  the  fovereignty  and  national  reprefen* 
tation — the  exact  demarcations  of  power — the  frequent  renewal 
and  gradual  advancement  of  public  fnn&ionaries — the  periodical 
return  of  primary  aHemblies,  which  always  bring  back  autho- 
rity to  its  piimitive  fource — and    the  happy  faculty  of  lawfully 
turning  to  advantage  even  the  errors  of  fages,  and  the  refults  of 
.    obfervation.     In  the   mean  time,  the  French  government  is  far 
lyfcqm  attributing  to  this  grand  work  of  yours  the  merit  of  fuch 
™  yerfec- 
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perfection,  as  leaves  nothing  to  he  wiflied  for,   and  unites  all 
fuffrages.     It  knows  that  all  human  works  arc  neceifarily  imper* 
fefi.    But  it  thinks  that  in  this  initance  the  imperfections  arc  tri- 
vial, and  eafy  to  be  repaired — that  fucceeding  legillators  may,  in 
times  of  tranquillity,  redrefs  the  details  of  any  abuies — that  one  of 
the  firft  of  civic  virtues  is  to  facriflce  felf-love  and  private  notions 
to  the  common   intereft  and  general  opinion — that,  in   fine,  it 
becomes  even  the  honour  of  the   Batavian  nation  to  grant  this 
ctfde,  fo  long  meditated  and  folemnly  di  feu  fled   in    its  national 
tffeinbly,  that  indulgence  never  denied  to  the  important  produc- 
tions of  human  induftry — to  acknowledge  no  other  judges,  but 
time  and  experience.     Batavians !  happy  I-atavians !    no  excefs, 
no  violence   has   hitherto  ftained    your   honourable    revolution. 
Civil  difcord  has  not  armed  your  innocent  hands ;  and  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  nation,  warned  by  terrible  examples,  has  preferved 
it  from  thofe  (hocks  which*  attend  the  foundation  of  the  greateft 
empires.     It  depends  on  you  to  fecure  to  yourfelvcs  the  glory 
of  a  fortunate  exception.     It  depends  upon  yourfelves  to  afford  to 
the  eyes  of  the  two  worlds  (which  your   induftry  and  conquefttf 
have  filled  with  lafting  monuments,  and  which  contemplate  with 
intereft  your  regenerative  efforts)  the  fingle  example  of  a  people 
paffing  to  liberty  from  the  violence  of  oppreflion,  and  renewing 
calmly,  and  without  convulfions,   its  political  exigence.     1  his 
glory  is  too  pure  and  affedting,  this  happinefs  is  too  great  and 
too  rare,  not  to  make  you  afraid  to  expofe  either  the  one  or  the 
other   to  the  uncertainty  of  events.     No— you    cannot    behold 
without  horror  all  the  dangers  of  civil  difTenfion,  to  which  you 
would  infallibly  be  led  by  the  fatal   adjournment  of  the  conltitu* 
tion.     You  will  reflcdt,  in  your  wifdom,  that,  "  if  energy  pro- 
duces revolutions,  it  is  reafon  alone  that  can  collect  the  fruits  of 
them" — ihat  between  the  diflblution  of  the  focial  order  and  the 
defpotifm  that  fprings  from  anarchy,  there  is  no  remedy  but  a 
conftitution,  and  a  moment  only  given  for  its  formation;  that 
the  innumerable   inconveniencies  of  a  long  delay  would  wound 
the  metropolis  and  its  colonies  in  their  political  connexions,  their 
commercial  relations,  their  internal  adminiftration;  and  that  the 
apprehended   evils   might,  perhaps,    be    inferior  to   thofe  which 
it  is  impoffible  to  forefee.     A  motive  of  another  kind,  and  which 
certainly  has  not  efcaped  the  penetration  of  your  legillators,  i$ 
this — that  an  eftabliihed  government  is  the  fa  fed  pledge  which 
ftates  can  mutually  offer  for  the  execution  of  their  treaties ;  and 
that  in  this  refpect  there  could  be  no  equality,  while  the  deftiny 
of  the  Batavian  people  was  in  the  uncertain  train  of  public  dif- 
cuflion,  and  in  the  ftormy  contention  of  contrary  opinions.    After 
all  thefe    important    considerations,    the  executive  direfiory  is 
willing  to  perfuade  itfelf  that  the  fame  reclirude  of  judgment 
Which  eminently  diftinguifhes  the  Batavian  people,  mlltva\  fa&stj| 
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them  to  make  any  change  in  what  regards  their  genuine  interefta; 
and  that  it  will  not  fail  in  eflablifhing  a  facial  compaS,  which  pro- 
mi  fes  fuch  great  advantages,  which  annihilates  all  diftin&ion  and 
ail  hopes  of  parties  ;  which  reftores  its  political  rank,  and  confo* 
lidates  its  ex i (knee  ;  which  puts  the  feal  to  its  tranquillity,  and 
re-opens  the  career,  of  its  induftry.  It  feels  an  early  pleafure  in 
the  happy  perfpeftive  which  offers  to  its  view  the  acceptance  of 
the  project  of  a  conftitution  framed  by  its  own  fuffrage,  and  under 
its  own  eyes;  the  renewal  of  the  ancient  Batavian  glory,  and  of 
that  national  cnthufiafm  of  which  we  have  fecn  fo  many  honour- 
able proofs  ;  the  return  of  that  consideration  which  your  political 
importance,  your  pail  fucccifcs,  and  the  advantage  of  your  geo* 
graphical  polition,  make  you  in  the  habit  of  poileding,  while  you 
feel  the  neceility  of  it ;  finally,  the  progrefs  of  a  profperity  equally 
intereiiing  to  the  two  republics. 

Health  and  Fraternity! 

(Signed)  Fr.  Noel 


Suhflance  of  a  Letter^  addreffed  by  the  Elector  of  Saxony  to  his  Mae* 
jefiy  the  King  of  Pru//ia>  relative  to  the  late  Differences  fubjifting' 
between  that  Monarch  and  his  Neighbours  in  Franconia. 


T^AR  from  meaning  to  decide  upon,  or  call  in  queftion  th* 
•*■  validity  of  the  pretentions  of  your  Majcfty  to  the  rights  of  fo- 
vereignty,  which  in  later  times  have  been  enjoyed  by  fcveral  of 
your  neighbours  in  Franconia,  reputed,  in  confequence,  to  be 
members  of  the  Equcitrian  order  of  the  empire,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  fuppofe,  from  the  known  equity  of  your  Majdty,  that  you  will 
not  determine  to  affume  thefe  rights  without  impartially  examine 
ing  your  pretentions,  and  that  all  the  fteps  which  are  taken  re* 
fpecting  the  principalities  of  Franconia  have  been  directed  by 
juiiicc,  and  a  defire  to  pave  a  way  (for  you  and  your  ele&oral  houfe, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  the  fubjecls  of  Franconia  fuffering  from 
the  differences  that  have  arifen  refpe£ting  the  fovereignty)  whiqji 
may  lead  to  a  di(lin£l  and  amicable  conciliation  of  all  their  refpec- 
tive  rights.  Your  Majefty,  however,  is  too  enlightened  not 
to  be  convinced  that  after  all  the  laws  which  have  been  made, 
pretenfions  to  rights  which  are  not  united  with  the  poffellion,  mud 
be  previoufly  referred  to  the  judge,  and  decided,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  come  at  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and  that  the  arbitrary  def- 
poling  of  him  who  is  actually  in  poflefiion,  cannot  be  approved  by 
any  one  ;  in  truth,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  your  Majefty  had 
employed  meafnres  of  negotiation  with  the  different  powers,  it  was 
much  to  be  feared  that  the  bufinefs  would  not  have  been  fpeedily 
terminated  and  arranged.  But  this  coniideration  was  not  fufficient 
to  fet  you  above  all  the  laws  againft  arbitrary  power,  which  are  fti 
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falutary  in  themfdves,  and  fo  interwoven  with  the  fpirit  of  the 
Germanic  conftitution.  We  can  no  longer  accufe  the  fupreme 
tribunals  of  the  empire  with  partiality  and  injuftice,  if  they  e*- 
ercifc  their  functions  agreeably  to  the  laws  by  which  they  fhould 
be  guided,  and  if  they  apply  them  to  the  adions  and  conduft  of 
your  Majefty.  The  confequences  which  will  refult  from  it  will 
be  felt. 

Your  Majefty  has  been  revered  with  reafon  by  a  great  part  of 
the  empire,  as  one  of  the  firft  defenders  of  the  conftitution.  -And' 
what  matter  of  affliftion  will  it  not  be  for  every  ftate  of  -the  cm*- 
piretorn  from  the  country,  if  that  confidence  which  is  founded 
upon  veneration  is  weakened  by  the  new  fteps  taken  in  Franconia? 
I  leave  to  your  Majefty 's  wifdom  to  decide  whether  thefe  prema- 
ture fteps  will  not  lead  them  to  form  very  curious  notions  of  thfc 
Germanic  affbeiation,  whofe  founders  had  for  their  principal  ob* 
jeft  the  fupport  of  the  laws  of  the  empire,  and  the  prefcrvation  df 
its  conftitution.  » 

Upon  the  feizure  of  the  county  of  Schaumbourg  by  HeflTe,  your 
Majefty  testified  that  a  member  of  that  adbciation  would  draw 
upon  him  the  reproaches  of  the  whole  body,  if  he  attempted  to 
difpoflefs  a  co-eftate  of  the  empire,  without  having  recourfe  to  a 
judicial  procefs.  I  confefs  that  that  differed  in  fevcral  particulars 
from  the  prefent  cafe.  But  they  are  fimilar  in  refpeft  to  the  arbi- 
trary procedure  ift  both  cafes.  It  is  fatisfaftory  for  me  to  learn, 
that  after  having  concluded  an  arrangement  with  different  dates, 
your  Majefty  hopes  that  the  fame  thing  will  take  place  with  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  I  confider  the  fpeedy  fulfilment  of  this  pro- 
fpeft  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  thofc  confequences  which 
will  follow  from  a  juridical  information,  if  the  difference  cannot 
otherwife  be  accommodated.  After  all  thefe  confidcrations,  and 
conformably  to  the  fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  veneration  which 
I  feel  for  your  Majefty,  I  entreat  you  to  employ  ultiinateiy  the 
moft  proper  means  for  effe&ing  an  equitable  arrangement  with  the 
ftates  of  the  empire,  and  to  remove  every  thing  which  looks  like 
,   being  unconditional  in  your  conduct  to  thefe  ftates. 


Report  of  the  Minlfltr  of  Finance  to  the  Dtreftory. 

Citizens  Directors, 

VOU  have  di reded  me  to  prefent  to  you  a  ftatement  of  the  re- 
*  ceipts  of  the  republic,  with  an  account  of  the  improvements 
tf  which  each  part  might  be  fufceptible.  Your  obje£l  is  to  dif- 
ctwer  by  this,  whether,  from  the  public  revenues,  authorized  by 
thecxitting  laws,  the  whole  produce  is  drawn,  which  ought  to  be 
drawn — whether  there  are  abufes  to  be  remedied,  and  improve- 
ments to  be  expfc&ed. 

Vol.  VI,  Q.  \  W 
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I  (hall  by  before  you  a  ftatement  of  the  principal  receipts,  ill 
the  order  directed  by  the  importance  and  amount  of  their  produce. 
I  (hall  add  to  each  article  fuch  obfervations  as  appear  to  me  to  be 
neceflary  to  anfwer  the  queftions  which  you  have  afked :  I  {hall 
afterwards  proceed  to  the  new  plans  that  have  fucceflively  beea 
prefented.  In  following  this  mode  of  proceeding,  I  (hall  have  the 
advantage  of  propofmg  nothing  more  than  the  ideas  that  have  already 
Seen  fubmitted  to  the  legiflative  body,  which  they  have  difcuflea, 
which  have  engaged  their  intereft,  and  have  induced,  in  the  minds 
of  all  the  citizens,  hopes  which  the  national  reprefentation  will 
fulfil,  as  foon  as  it  {hall  give  to  the  financial  department  the  time 
that  it  requires. 

The  finances  confift  of  two  principal  parts,  the  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure. Each  of  thefe  is  regulated  by  a  grand  principle  of 
adminiftration.  By  the  receipts,  the  expenfes  found  to  be  necef- 
fary  mud  be  equalized ;  economy  ought  to  prefide  in  all  decifions 
1  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  public  funds. 

The  fituation  of  the  finances  of  a  great  nation  is  ameliorated, 
and  fociety  at  large  experiences  the  happy  effects,  when,  on  ode 
fide,  every  thing  is  collected  that  is  neceflary,  and,  on  the  other, 
when  nothing  is  expended  but  what  is  indifpenfable.  The  coun- 
tries that  are  the  mod  happy  are  not  thofe  that  pay  the  leaft  in 
contributions.  When  the  poverty  of  the  public  treafurv  paralyfes 
the  fources  of  general  prosperity,  they  are  in  the  beft  fituation 
which  collect  what  is  neceflary,  and  expend  only  what  is  ne- 
ceflary. 

Upon  thefe  principles  it  is  that  I  fhall  lay  before  you,  under 
different  heads,  the  fituation  of  each  of  the  articles  of  which  the 
-finances  of  the  republic  are  compofed. 

I.     DIRECT    CONTRIBUTIONS, 

Under  this  head  are  comprifed  the  land-tax  and  fumptuary 
contribution.     The  legiflative  body  have  fixed  the  total  amount  at 
three  hundred  millions :  they  poflefs  this  character  in  particular,' 
that  they  ought  to  produce  that  fum  to  the  public  treafury,  and 
ought  befides  to  place,  at  thedifpofal  of  the  central  and  municipal 
adminiftrators,  the  means  that  may  be  neceflary  to  defray  their 
private  expenfes.     The  lafl  laws  have  prefcribed  upon  this  fub- 
je&,  that  there  fhould  be  added  three  additional  fols  to  the  land- 
tax,  and  five  to  the  fumptuary  contribution  ;  that  a  common  total 
fhould  be  made  of  all  the  additional  fols  of  the  land-tax,  and  that 
the  produce  fhould  be  diftributed  through  the  ninety-eight  depart- 
ments, according  to  their  refpeflive  wants.     It  is  otherwife  with 
the  additional  fols  of  the  fumptuary  contributions :  they  may  be 
.  varied  in  each  commune  according  to  their  expenditure  ;  the  ne- 
.  ceffity  is  to  determine  the  proportion  ;  and  each  commune  takes 
|    for  its  private  expenfes  the  produce  of  the  collection.     The  in- 
■'  tcrcft 
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tereft  of  thofe  who  pay  is  here  connefted  with  the  good  of  the 
fervice  of  the  national  treafury,  to  make  it  know  that  it  would  be 
defirable  that  the  direct  contributions  fhould  be  determined  by  the 
legiflature  three  months  before  the  end  of  the  year,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  collected  by  the  ift  Vendemiaire,  and  fulfil  the 
objeft  of  their  eftablifhment  as  the  neceflity  occurs.  It  has  not 
been  poflible  to  obtain  this  advantage  for  the  fifth  year ;  it  is  to  be 
defired  that  we  may  be  more  fortunate  for  the  fixth  year.  What- 
ever efforts  are  ufed,  the  lilts  of  the  land-tax  of  the  fifth  year  will 
not  be  completed  before  this  and  the  ift  of  next  Vendemiaire :  thofe 
of  the  fumptuary  contribution  will  be  much  longer  delayed;  the 
law  is  not  yet  parted,  and  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  have 
adopted  three  different  refolutions  upon  the  fubje£t., 

The  legiflature  have  recognized  the  inconvenience  of  the  delay 
into  which  they  have  fallen.    They  have  directed  the  collection  of 
three  fifths  of  the  lifts  of  the  fourth  year :  that  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
molt  expedient  meafure  that  could  be  adopted  ;  but  this  remedy 
carries  with  it  the  neceflity  of  making  out  provifional  lifts,  always 
long  and  always  expenfive;    they  have  not,  belides,  guaranteed 
the  public  treafury  from  the  neceflity  of  aflifting  the  great  com- 
munes, which,  having  no  difpofable  refource,  would  always  be 
expofed  to  great  inconveniences,  if  there  had  nut  been  taken  from  ' 
the  receipts,  which  ought  to  have  had  another  deftination,  the 
fuccours  that  were  neceflary.     A  (ingle  example  will  prove  this : 
the  law  of  the  29th  Nivofe  allots,  provifional ly,  200,000  livres "' 
per  decade,  to  the   commune  of  Paris ;    thefe  200,000  livres, 
which  have  not  always  been  able  to  be  paid  in  toto,  have  abforbed 
the  returns  of  two  fifths  ;  the  public  treafury  has  loft,  at  lead  for 
a  time,  the  principal  which  they  would  have  recovered,  if  the  ' 
commune  of  Paris  had  had  additional  money  fufficient,  or  fupple- 
mentary  means  at  its  difpofal. 

This  fingle  example  proves  that  the  delay  which  the  affeflment  ' 
of  thedired  contributions  experiences,  has  diminiftied  on  one  fide  ' 
the  receipts  that  ought  to  have  been  made,  and  taken  from  the 
other  a  part  of  thofc  which  have  been  really  effected.     This  latter 
inconvenience  will  always  be  renewed  till  a  law,  fimple  in  its 

iirovifions,  and  eafy  to  be  executed,  {hall  reftore  the  additional 
bus  to  their  primitive  deftination,  and  ftill  not  place  them  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  central  adminiftrators  and  municipalities,  which, 
having  thus  the  means  of  defraying  their  expenfes,  will  not  dare 
to  aik  for  advances,  or  will  not  be  attended  to  if  they  do.  I  point 
opt  two  principal  objecls,  which  it  is  of  importance  io  obtain,  in 
the  direct  contributions;  celerity  in  collecting,  and  a  fimple  and  . 
eafy  manner  of  difpofing  of  the  additional  fols.  There  is  a  third 
which  I  muft  not  joie  light  of;  it  is  the  law  which  the  dirc&ory 
bive  defired  for  the  reform  of  the  extra-impofition  of  the  national 
domains.     I  think  that  the  amount  of  the  fum  that  mY\  \>&  \^W*^  - 
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the  domains,  izr  certificates  of  pofleflion-,  will  be  twenty-five  oft 
thirty  millions ;  and  that  we  fhould  be  quits  for  -the  third,  if  the 
operations  were  made  again :  we  (half  gain  by  that  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  millions.  The  dire&ory  have  moreover  invited  the  le- 
giflature,  by  their  meflages  of  the  2d  Vendemiaire,  7th  Nivofe, 
and  7th  of  Thermidor,  to  occupy  themfelves  in  the  liquidation  of 
the  forced  loan.  The  nation  would  be  forced,  if  it  were  left  in  it* 
prefcnt  ftate,  to  reimburfe  more  than  has  been  received.  Thia 
compenfation  will  bring  more  than  thirty  millions  upon  the  returns 
of  each  of  the  ten  years  to  come. 

II.    REGISTERING. 

Regiftering,  properly  fpeaking,  the  duty  collected  upon  the 
change  of  immoveable  property  and  the  authenticity  of  public  or 
private  ads,  forms  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  the  public: 
revenues  of  France.  By  uniting  this  right  to  fome  other  receipts 
which  I  (hall  fpeak  of  hereafter,  hopes  were  entertained  of  pro- 
curing one  hundred  millions.  Experience  has  proved  that  they 
have  not  exceeded  fixty  or  fixty-five,  I  ought  to  fay  forty-eight  or 
fifty,  becaufe  I  feparate  the  regiftering  of  the  (lamp  duty,  morU  . 
gages,  &c.  The  ameliorations  propofed  under  this  head,  have 
not  been  admitted,  but  they  have  not  been  condemned :  it  appears 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  public  opinion  has  for  fome  time  beta 
in  their  favour ;  this  has  manifefted  it felf  particularly  in  the  Goun* 
cjl  of  Ancients. 

Thefe  ameliorations  con  fid  principally  in  putting  the  collection 
above  the  lofles  which  fuppcied  valuations  and  falfe  declarations' 
have  made  it  experience.  Formerly  there  was  a  remedy  which, 
oppofed  the  manoeuvre*— *it  was  to  refcind  an  account  of  error  in 
the  finance  of  the  (late.  This  has  been  propofed  to  be  re-efta- 
blilhed  :  others  have  demanded  the  national  right  of  pre-emption: 
others  the  eliUnate  by  experienced  men.  Thefe  different  opinions 
are  founded  on  the  fame  bafis:  they  prove  the  acknowledgment, 
of  the  neceifity  of.  improving  the  colfe&ion  of  the  duty.  If  the 
legiflature  adopt  the  views  that  (hall  be  propofed  to  them,  I  think 
we  may  rely  rpon  an  incrcafed  receipt  of  a  million  a  month,  or 
twelve  millions  "per  year.  The  fixing  of  the  price  of  immoveabla 
property  by  experienced  men,  appears  to  me  to  be  more  confor> 
mable  to  received  principles,  and  to  the  intereft  of  the  treafury  J 
if  we  apply  it,,  as  wcultl  be  inevitable,  as  foon  as  we  had  adopted 
it  in  Tales  and  fucceflions,  I  confider  the  amelioration  ftated  above 
as  certain  and  infallible..  It  would  be  Hill  more  certain,  if  the 
collection  eftabliflied  upon  charges  by  fale  could  be  modified,  and 
if  per  contra  we  augmented  that  which  ought  to  be  laid  upon 
fucceflions  in  a  collateral  or  foreign  line.    The  example  of  9 

MMiion,  the  ally  of  the  republic,  may  be  recited  in  fupport  of  this 

^Hkjpoihion. 
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It  is  with  reafbn  that  the  right  of  regiftering  is  placed  in  the 
rank  of  the  mod  ufeful  duties.  The  facility  with  which  it  is 
collected,  the  certainty  of  its  produce,  ought  to  make  thofe  opi- 
nions prevail  which  tend  to  bring  into  trade  as  many  domains  as 
poflible.  We  may  calculate,  that  a  change  takes  place  everj; 
twenty  years,  and  that  every  twenty  years  confequently  the  public. 
treafury  receives  the  25th,  or  the  40th,  or  the  50th  the  average 
thirty-feven  or  thifty- eight)-  of  the  capital  value  of  immoveable 
property*  This  revenue  is  loft  with  refpeft  to  every  thing  applied 
to  public  eftablifhments,  or  which  comes  into. the  poffeflion  oi  any 
eftablifliments,  being  then  aflimilated  to  the  old  mortmain. 

III.     STAMP    DUTY, 

The  (lamp  duty  will  not  produce  all  together  twelve  millions,  in 
the  courfe  ot  the  five  years.  It  would  produce  fifteen,  if  fome 
provifions  were  added  to  the  laws  paifed  on  this  head.  It  is  not 
By  augmenting  the  quantum  of  the  duty,  that  this  increafe  will 
be  obtained  ;  it  is  by  extending  the  things  liable  to  the  duty.  The 
dire&ory  have  in  feveral  meflages,  and  particularly  in  thofe  rela- 
tive to  the  improvement  of  the  poft  revenue,  propofed  it.  It 
would  be  ufeful  to  point  out,  in  a  more  precife  manner,  what  are 
die  regitters  of  merchants  and  tradefmen  fubjeft  to  the  {tamp  duty, 
fn  order  to  take  precaution  with  refpe£t  to  them,  and  to  en  lure  the 
execution  of  the  regulations.  It  might  be  required  that  all  the  a&s 
of  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  and  all  the  memorials  addrefled  to 
them,  (hould  be  upon  damped  paper;  the  fame  might  be  done 
with-  refped  to  a  great  number  of  others  which  are  delivered  into 
the  national,  treafury  ;  an  increafe d  produce  would  thus  be  obtain*, 
ed  of  three  or  four  millions. 

IV.     MORTGAGES. 

The  mortgages  do  not  produce  at  this  moment  more  than 
1,500,000  or  1,800,000  livres.  Their  regime  is  only  known  in 
a  part  of  the  interior ;  if  it  were  made  common  to  all  the  depart- 
ments, and  were  founded  upon  other  principles,  eight  or  ten 
millions  might  be  obtained.  Two  plans  have  been  prefented  to. 
the  commiffion  of  finances  and  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred;  I' 
think  1  may  fay  that  their  admiffion  would  procuie  an  increafe  of 
jOOjOOO  livres  per  month. 

V.     DUTIES    OV   RECORDS. 

This  duty  is  almoft  null :  the  former  commiffion  of  finance  of 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  prefented  a  plan  upoti  the  fubje&. 
The  adminiftration  of  the  domains  has  produced  a  new  work ;  if  it 
be  agreed  to,  we  may  reckon  upon  a  produce  of  five  or  fix  millions, 
a  year. 

VI. 
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VI.     PATENTS. 

The  patents  will  produce  about  eighteen  millions  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fifth  year.  It  is  allowed  that  this  duty  may  be  improved 
by  rectifying  the  cla fling  of  the  trades  and  profeflions.  The 
fuccefs  of  this  duty  is  implicated  in  part  in  the  fpeedy  emifljon  of 
the  law. 

VII.    customs. 

The  cuftoms  will  produce  one  or  two  millions  more  than  they 
were  efti mated ;  circum fiances  require  that  they  fliould  be  left  in 
their  prefent  ftate. 

VIII.     POSTS    AND    POST-HOUSES. 

The  law  of  the  16th  Brumaire  had  declared  that  this  branch* 
of  the  public  revenue  would  he  carried  to  twelve  millions  :  it  pro- 
duced nearly  that  fum  before  the  revolution  :  the  territory  of  tbe 
republic  is  more  extenfive  than  it  was  then;  its  population  is  in- 
creafed  an  eighth,  and  yet  the  produce  does  not  exceed  five  mil- 
lions ;  there  is  a  difference  of  feven  millions:  the  caufes  are 
known  ;  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  would  have  putan  end  to, 
them,  but  the  Council  of  Ancients,  having  declared  that  they, 
could  not  adopt  the  lad  reTolution,  a  new  plan  mufl  be  adopted.. 
The  Dire&ory  have  directed  the  attention  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  feveral  times  to  this  fubjedt. 

IX.     POWDER    AND    SALTPETRE. 

The  adminiftration  of  powder  and  faltpetre  produced  about 
500,000  Hvres  before  the  revolution  ;  the  war  has  altered  the  fili- 
ation of  affairs,  but  the  prohibition  of  the  fale  has  had  a  great  In- 
fluence upon  the  prefent  ftate.  A  refblution  of  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  rejected  by  the  Council  of  Ancients,  re-eft ablifhed 
the  duties  of  the  adminiftration  and  the  bureaux  of  diftribution  ; 
the  progrefs  made  on  this  head  in  late  years  by  the  invention  of 
round  powder,  promifes  4  or  500,000  livres  beyond  the  expenfej 
even  if  the  war  fhould  be  continued  ;  but  a  law  is  neceffary  upon 
the  fubjedt. 

X.     DUTIES  UPON  THE  MARK  OF  GOLD  AND  SILVER. 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  have  long  heard  a  plan  read  of  a- 
refolution  upon  this  fubjefl.  They  produce  fcarcely  any  thing  ^ 
a  good  law  would  make  them  produce  500,000  livres* 

XI.     NATIONAL  DOMAINS. 

The  national  domains  afford  two  great  means  of  refourcc  to  the 
republic — the  capital  value  of  thofe  that  are  alienated,  the  revenues 
of  thofe  that  are  not. 
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It  has  often  been  faid  in  the  legislature,  that  this  im..  nfe  re- 
fource would  vanifh  by  the  fears  infpired  in  the  minds  of  the 
purchafers  of  the  national  domains:  it  will,  on  the  contrary, 
affume  new  vigour,  if  the  confidence  which  each  citizen  ought  to 
place  in  it,  is  fortified. 

This  truth  had  been  deeply  felt  by  thofe  who  prefented  to  the 
nation  the  conflituyonal  a&,  and  by  the  nation  itfelf  which  accepted 
it.  It  is  neceflary  that  no  purchafer  fhould  be  afraid  of  being 
difturbed  in  his  poireffion :  it  is  neceflary  that  each  fhould  come 
with  confidence  to  the  fales,  and  be  eager,  by  an  efFecS  of  the 
lame  fentiment,  to  raife  the  property  to  its  juft  value.  Confi- 
dence will  pay  for  the  property  already  fold;  it  will  raife  the  price 
of  that  which  remains  to  be  fold :  the  want  of  it  will  produce 
depreciation,  and  almoil  annihilate  the  value  of  what  remains  to 
be  difpofed  of. 

The  advantages  to  be  obtained  on  this  head  relate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  laws  that  had  already  procured  them  ;  when  they 
>     produce  good  effects,    it  is  dangerous  to  touch  them.     A  mart 
time  ago,  perfons  bought  fecurely  the  domains  of  the  emigrants  ; 
the  parfonage  houfes  were  fought  for,  and  this  immoveable  pro- 
perty was  brought  into  trade :  that  ftate  of  confidence  may  be 
i     eafily  re-eftablifhed :  the  moil  efficacious  means  are,  to  put  an 
I    »end  to  the  uncertainty  increafed  by  propofals  which  it  would  be 
■     more  ufeful  to  examine  without  delay  than  to  adjourn. 

Confidence  will  double  the  value  of  the  national  property  that 
remains:  confidence  will  produce  a  difpofabie  refource ;  will  ex- 
tinguifh  a  part  of  the  debt ;  without  it  all  thofc  advantages  are  loft, 
or  deferred  to  periods  when  they  will  be  lefs  ufeful. 

We  cannot  advert  to  the  national  domains,  without  directing 
one's  attention  to  the  engagements. 
f  The  law  of  the  ioth  Brumaire,  of  the  third  year,  had  dire&ed 
I  the  refumption  of  all  the  domains  engaged :  that  of  the  ioth, 
Brumaire  fufpended  the  execution  of  it.  Thefe  domains  are  con- 
tained in  an  extraordinary  clafs:  the  pofleflbrs  cannot  confider 
■them  as  incommutable  property ;  the  republic  cannot  confider 
them  yet  as  difpofabie  ;  yet  they  are  an  important  refource.  It 
would  be  eafy  to  make  it  ufeful,  and  it  would  be  fufficient  to  admit 
the  poffeflbrs  to  the  redemption  of  the  revocable  nature  of  their 
titles.  We  mud  forefee  that  they  would  be  eager  to  profit  of 
this  advantage.  The  amount  of  what  might  be  produced  by  this 
JMafure,  is  eftimated  at  thirty  millions  of  money. 

XII.     GROUND-RENTS,    NOT    FEUDAL. 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  have  been  employed  for  a  few 
,     days  upon  the  ground-rents,  not  feudal:    they  have  proclaimed 
.this  truth,  that  they  had  only  been  considered  as  extin£r,  by  a 
felfe  interpretation  of  the  law  of  the  month  of  Julv,  1793. 
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The  annual  revenue  of  the  non-  feudal  gfound-reftts  belonging 
te'the  republic,  may  be  carried  to  about  xpn  millions  ;  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  thought  they  might  authorize  the  redemption  bf 
'paying  the  greater  part  in  public  debt,  and  a  part  in  money,  which 
might  (till  be  diminiftied  by  the  effeft  of  a  premium. 

It  feems  that  thofe  bound  to  pay  them  would  have  found  it 
fufficiently  advantageous  to  relieve  themfelves  from  them,  half  ill    '"- 
•money  and  half  in  public  debt :  this  at  moft  is  but  a  fimple  obfrr- 
vation,  which  does  not  diminiih  either  my  refpeft  or  my  defen*   ,( 
ence  for  the  refult  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Council. 

The  refources  of  tie  ground- rents  are  augmented,  when  iit 
add  to  them  the  produce  of  thofe  of  the  departments  of  the  Upper    . 
and  Lower  Rhine ;  the  proprietors  know  themfelves  to  be  obliged 
to  continue  the  payment  of  them,  which  they  mean  to  redeem, 
and  only  wait  for  a  law  to  authorize  them. 

The  collection  of  the  non-feudal  ground-rents  may,  as  I  havfr 
already  faid,  increafe  the  revenues  of  the  republic  ten  million  J ;  ' 
their  redemption  may  extinguish  five  millions  of  interest  of  public  . 
debt,  and  procure  one  hundred  millions  in  difpofable  valuer 
They  would  be  obtained  by  admitting  obligations  at  dated  period*, 
as  the  law  of  16th  Brumaire,  fourth  year,  prescribes  rclpeding 
the  alteration  of  the  domains. 

Such,  Citizens  Dire&ors,  are  the  principal  branches  of  thb 
exifting  revenues  ;  but  they  are  not  the  fole  refources  that, remain 
to  the  republic.  The  juftice  of  making  thofe  pay  for  keeping  the  ' 
roads  in  repair,  who  make  ufe  of  and  injure  them,  has  been  ao* 
•knowledged.  The  fine  condition  of  the  roads  in  two  neighbour- 
ing nations,  and  in  Belgium,  is  an  anfwer  to  all  the  objedion* 
that  may  be  urged  againft  the  duty  of  toll,  and  keeping  in  repair. 
The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  has  admitted  it  in  its  principle :  if 
the  Council  of  Ancients  approve,  the  repairing  of  the  roads  and 
highways  will  only  be  remembered  as  a  part  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture.    The  produce  of  the  duty  eftablifhed  will  provide  for  it. 

The  great  communes  have  for  a  long  time  folicited  fupplemen* 
tary  means  to  their  additional  fols :  the  legiflature  are  about  to  . 
direA  their  attention  to  this  important  objefi  :  they  will  in  their 
wifdom  find  out  means  the  moft  fuitable  to  the  prefent  (late  of 
things :  the  cities  will  no  longer  need  the  aififtance  of  the  public 
purfe,  and  will,  on  the  contrary,  take  at  their  own  charge  objeds 
which  coft  ten  or  twelve  millions. 

Some  propofitions  have  been  made  upon  the  duty  on  the  intro- 
duction of  fait :  they  have  been  combated  ;  but  the  debates  upon 
this  fubje<9:  have  not  deftroyed  the  refources  which  the  nation  will 
draw  from  her  falt-pits,  by  eftabliuYng  magazines,  in  which  the 
citizens  will  procure  their  confumpMon  at  a  better  "Ynarktft  than 
could  be  procured  by  the  trade  with  private  perfons ;  which,  be- 
fides,  will  remain  absolutely  free :  x\n&  ttuxh.  vs  deoionftrated  by 
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a  fimple  calculation  :  the  ufual  commerce  is  not  contented  with 
an  annual  benefit  of  five  per  cent,  upon  its  .capital— the  mduftij* 
ous  man  requires  fomething  more:  the  nation,  on  the  contrary, 
Ends  great  advantages  in  drawing  this  produce  from  the  articles 
that  would  remain  dead,  without  eftabliihments  to  make  them 
ufeful. 

The  Council  of  Ancients  have  rejefled  the  propofed  eftablifli* 
ment  of  lotteries  I  recur  to  this  fubje&  only  to  obferve,  that 
the  department  of  the  Dyle  has  been  forced  to  publilh  the  ancient 
laws,  prohibiting  dealings  in  foreign  lotteries :  it  would  be  better 
that  thofe  funds  lhould  remain  in  the  interior,  and  be  employed  to 
the  profit  of  the  great  communes,  the  hofpitals,  and  foundlings. 

The  ftatement  required  from  me,  Citizens  DireSors,  doL>  not 
impofe  upon  me  the  obligation  to  pafs  in  review  the  long  enumera- 
tion of  the  duties  eftablifhcd  in  France,  and  in  other  Hates.     The 
government,  of  the  republic  endeavour  to  reduce  their  expenfes'j 
and  they  defire  only  to  obtain  what  is  neceflary  to  meet  them. 
•  You  have  demanded  from  each  minifter  a  ftatement  of  the 
favings  made  in   his  department  fince  the  e(tabli(hment  of  the 
conftitutional  regime;  each,  even  the  flighted  detail  will  be  read 
with  intereft  ;  it  will  be  fcen  that  their  efforts  have  been   as  firm 
is  they  have  been    perfevering;  and    when  the  a£bial  ftate  of 
the  expenfes    (hall  be  compared  with  thofe  of  two  year^  ago, 
Qen  will  be  aftoniflied  to  find  fo  fatisfa&ory  a  refult,  efpecially 
when  they  fhall  diredl  their  attention  to  the  difficult  circumftances 
in  which  the  government  is  placed.     Each  minifter  may  add  to 
his  account  given   in,  the  following  obfervations :    that  greater 
reforms  might  have  been  made,  and  greater  reduftions  produced, 
if  they  had  had  difpofable  means:  all  parties  with  which  they  had 
■had  to  treat,  have  calculated  upon  the  uncertainty  of  payment,  and 
have  regulated   their  prices  in  confequence ;    better   conditions 
might  have  been  obtained,  if  the  exadnefs  of  payment,  at  the 
epoch  of  delivering  in  the  articles,  could  have  been  promifed  and 
guaranteed.     The  difficulties  experienced  in  the  payment  are  felt 
jo  a  more  lively  manner  than  all  the  calculations  in  theory.     The 
creditor  who. does  not  receive  what  is  due  to  him,  thinks  rather 
opon  the  diftrefs  than  the  cafe  of  his  debtor :  there  arc  occurrences 
in  which  one  is  forced  to  buy  filver  with  gold,  when  filver  is 
neceflary  for  the  moment,  and  when  one  cannot  promife  to  replace 
kbut  by  gold. 

A  well-underftood  economy  direfls  us  always  to  have  the  means 
of  preventing  the  neceffity  of  fuch  operations.  Complaints  are 
ttade  of  authorities  to  pay  given  upon  infufficient,  but  not  re- 
ceived revenues  ;  they  would  not  have  been  given,  if  the  neceflary 
funds  had  been  in  the  public  treafury.  The  public  fervice  cannot 
lie  performed  without  expenfe  ;  if  the  public  treafury  does  not  pay 
in  effe&jVe  means,  it  mull  pay  by  its  engagements :  no  one  would 
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oblige  himfelf,  "without  that,  to  make  the  neceflary 
Thefe  authorities  are,  without  doubt,  inconvenient,  no  one  de* 
nies ;  but  could  one  avoid  giving  them  ?  That  is  the  difficulty 
to  be  refolved.  For  a  long  time  the  receipts  have  been  lefs  than 
the  expenditure  ;  and  yet  for  a  long  time  it  has  been  neceflar/tQ 
perform  the  public  fervice  for  fear  of  compromifing  the  fafety  of 
the  country.  It  would  have  coft  lefs,  if  we  had  had  more  means. 
I  have  thus  pointed  out,  Citizens  Dire£tors,  thofe  which  may 
render  to  the  republic  the  advantages  that  have  been  deferred,  but 
which  are  not  loft. 

The  legi dative  body,  informed  of  the  real  {late  of  the  finances, 
convinced  of  the  difficulties  which  the  fervice  experiences,  will 
put  an  end  to  them ;  acquainted  with  the  refourccs  that  remain, 
they  will  make  them  ufeful.  No  nation  is  in  a  fimilar  pofition  to 
%  hat  of  France  ;  after  having  made  head  ugainft  almoft  all  Europe 
coalefced  againft  her,  fhe  can,  at  the  moment  of  peace,  (hew 
herfelf  to  be  in  a  condition  to  repair,  fpeedily,  all  the  evils  of  war, ' 
and  to  carry  on  frefh  campaigns,  if  the  obftinacy  of  her  enemies 
ihould  force  her.  Our  agriculture  is  flourifhing ;  good  laws  will 
reftore  a&ivity  to  commerce.  The  legiflative  power  may  render 
refources,  which  aftonifh  our  neighbours,  available  and  effica- 
cious: they  exift,  they  are  known.  Let  the  Jegiflature  pronounce, 
and  all  will  be  eager  to  fecond  their  meafures.  The  want  of  laws 
is  acknowledged. 

The  Executive  Directory  may  diminifh  the  expenfes  in  pro- 
portion as  the  fituation  of  the  public  treafury  fhall  permit  them  to 
become  more  fevere :  but  this  previous  thing  is  neceflary  •  the 
xieceflity  of  uniting  the  will  of  all  to  attain  the  fame  end,  is  felt 
by  the  immenfe  majority  of  the  nation  :  it  is  impatient  to  enjoy 
at  length  the  fruit  of  its  labours,  the  advantages  of  the  revolution; 
There  only  remains  one  effort  to  be  made ;  it  is  that  of  re-eft^- 
blifhing  the  finances :  this  will  coft  no  regret,  it  will  produce 
nothing  but  happy  confequences,  it  will  re-open  ?U  the  refources 
,  of  public  profperity. 

The  Minifter  of  Finance, 

D,  V,  Ramel, 
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Ratifion,  12  July. 

A  COPY  from  the  college  of  eleftors  has  been  printed  here, 
■**■  relative  to  the  fteps  and  innovations  made  by  the  court  of 
Berlin  in  Franconia;  It  contains  a  letter  from  the  eleftor  or 
Mentz  to  the  emperor,  and  another  to  the  ele&ors.  |n  the  letter 
it  is  propofcd  that  a  concjufum,  or  dec i Hon  of  the  ele&orfd* 
college,  (hgll  be  parted.  Treves  and  Cologne  have  acceded  t<* 
the  projpofalf    The  elector  palatine  is  pf  advice,  that  a  letter  of 
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Sprefentation  of  the  fupreme  chief  of  the  empire,  fliould  be 
Jrefled  to  the  King  of  Ptuflia.  The  eledlors  of  Saxony  and 
Brunfwlck  have  addrefled  their  reprefentations  direftly  to  his 
PruiGan  Majefty. — In  confequence  of  thefe  circumftances,  a 
mandate  has  been  fent  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  from  the  Aulic 
Council.  The  firft  meafure  of  the  countril  now  will  be  to  invito 
Ibme  powerful  ftate  of  the  empire  to  execute  the  fentence,  and 
put  the  Injured  dates  in  poffeflion  of  that  of  which  they  have  been 
deprived  by  the  Pfuffian  cabinet. 


Htport  of Aubry  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  20th  July, 
.  upon  the  Marching  of  Troops  towards  Paris,  within  the  Limits  pre- 
v  Jcribed  by  the  Con/litution. 

TCOME  in  the  name  of  your  committee  of  infpe&6rs,  to  afk  a 
•**  few  moments  to  inform  you  of  fa£b,  the  truth  of  which  I 
warrant.  Pour  or  five  regiments  of  chafleurs,  of  the  army  of 
the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  are  arrived  by  different  routes  near  CorbeiU 
Others  have  arrived  on  the  fide  of  Soiflbns.  The  inhabitants  of 
thefe  countries  have  been  feized  with  the  utnloft  confternation. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  prepare  lodgings  for  the  troops. 

The  committee  has  confidered  that  the  Directory  could  not 
have  given  this  order  without  violating  the  69th  article  of  the 
conftitution,  and  incurring  the  penalty  of  ten  years  imprifonment* 
ena&ed  againft  the  minifters,  of  the  Directory,  who  fliould  order 
troops  to  approach  within  twelve  miles,  without  having  previoufly 
informed  the  legiflative  body,  and  being  authorifed  by  it.  The 
condud  of  the  Diredory  is  marked  out  by  the  conftitution. 
Corbeil  is  but  feven  miles  from  Paris.  I  demand  that  during  the 
fitting  a  meflage  be  fent  to  the  Dire&ory,  in  order  that  it  may 
give  us  an  account  of  its  proceedings  by  the  fittings  of  to-morrow, 
ift,  If  it  be  true  that  four  regiments  of  guards  have  arrived  at 
Corbeit ;  2dly,  By  whom  the  orders  for  marching  have  been  given  ; 
?dlyf  If  the  neceffary  meafures  have  been  adopted  to  profecute. 
tnofc  who  have  given  fuch  orders. 


4  Meflage  in  tortfequente  the  above  Report  was  ordered  by  the  Council 
if  rive  Hundred  to  be  fent  to  the  Executive  Directory — In  the 
Sitting  of  the  Council  on  the  fame  Day,  the  Directory  returned  the 
/Mowing  Meflage  : 

.  IT  .  is .  true,  that  four  regiments  of  horfe  pafled  (the 
l3*h,  14th,  15th,  and  j6thx  within  the  d  fiance  of  eleven 
miles  from  Paris,  to  proceed  to  an  ulterior  destination..  It 
was  but  ycftcfday  we  wcie  apprized  of  this  inirutuou  of  thMfl 


(    "4    ) 

eonftitutional  a&,  and  immediately  an  order  to  fend  away  1 
troops  was  expedited.  The  Dire&ory  attributed  this  circn 
fiance  \o  the  inadvertence  of  the  com  mi  (Tar  y  at  war.  It  thouj 
it  was  owing  to  a  miftake.  The  council  fpoke  in  its  meflage 
troops  arriving  at  Soiffons \  the  Directory  had  no  knowledge  oJ 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prelident. 

Lareveillierl  Lepaux, 
for  the  Secretary  General* 
The  meflage  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee. 


Report  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  ixji  July;  $f 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Meflage  of  the  Directory ,  if 
the  Marching  of  Troops  within  the  constitutional  Limits* 

.LENORMAND. — The  commiflion  you  named  yefteri 
compofed  of  the  reprefentatives  Pichegru,  Willot,  Gaux,  Douk 
lienor  mand,  has  examined  the  meflage  of  the  Diredlory  relat 
to  the  troops  who  have  paffed  the  limits  marked  by  the  confti 
tion.  It  has  perceived  that  the  Dire&ory  has  not  anfwered 
one  of  the  mod  important  queftions.  The  Diredory  has  fa 
that  it  thinks  no  mifchief  was  intended  by  the  march  of  1 
troops ;  but  we  had  demanded,  who  gave  orders  for  their  march! 
It  is  neceflary  to  know  this  fad ;  this  (hall  be  the  objeft  oi 
new  meflage.  A  fecond  meflage  mould  be  alfo  fent,  defiring 
know  the  ftate  of  the  troops  who  were  in  Paris  on  the 
Thermidor,  and  who  now  are  in  Paris. 

The  council  ordered  the  two  meflages* 


Subjiance  of  two  Meflages  fent  by  the  Executive  Directory  to 

Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  22d  July. 

■    ,■ 

IN  the  firft  meflage,  the  Direflory  defired  to.diftingu 
between  the  order  to  march  and  the  order  of  marching, 
avowed  having  given  the  order  to  march,  but  for  a  far  differ 
deftination.  It  was  ignorant  who  had  given  the  order  of  man 
ing.  The  commiflary  Lefage  at  Mezieres  had  given  of^eVs 
jprepare  quarters  at  Ferte-Alais.  It  concluded  by  defiring. 
council  to  trace  the  line  of  demarkation.  The  molt  cotnnc 
opinion  is,  that  Ferte-Alais  is  thirteen  leagues. — The  laftedit; 
of  the  Vofgien  Dictionary  ftates  it  at  twelve. 

In  the  fecond  meflage,  the  Diredlory  gave  an  account  df; 
troops  at  prefent  in  Paris,  and  within  the  diftance  limited  by  i 

Mttnttitution. 

^MkBoth  the  meflages  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Comriiiflioi 
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■       ■  m 

Speech  of Wilht  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,   on  yijl  July% 
,  relative  to  the  Marching  of  Troops. 

THE  committee  appointed  to  make  a  report  relative  to  the 
tfhconftitutional  marching  of  the  troops,  was,  he  faid,  diftblved, 
after  having  performed  its  duty.    But  your  committee  of  infpedors 
is  not  unacquainted  with  the  motions  of  the  troops  in  the  interior, 
the  certainty  of  their  arrival  at  Rheims  and  elfewhere,  and  the 
fptrit  of  madnefs  which  leads    them   from  their   duty.     Every 
tfhere  the  defenders  of  the  republic  fay,  their  march  is  directed 
againft  you,  who  are  their  enemies ;  againft  you,  who  oppofe  a 
general  peace  ;  againft  you,  who  wiih  to  diifolve  the  government. 
Againft  whom  ought  thefe   detachments  of  the  armies  of  the 
Sarabre  and  Meufe  to  be  employed  ?     Negleft  not,  at  a  time  fa 
Critical,  any  means  of  watching  over  the  intereft  of  the  people* 
Everything  demonftrates  the  falfity  of  the  charges  alleged  againft' 
you.    What  reference  to  any  maritime  expedition  has  the  pre- 
paration of  fuch  a  considerable  force  of  cannoneers  and  of  chaf- 
feurs?     Their  retrograde  motions  are  a  proof  that  they  are  ufelels 
with  refpeft    to  any  fuch  expedition.      It  is  important  to  be 
latisfied  whether  this  retrograde  motion  is  real.     We  ought  to 
know  why  fo  many  perfons  daily  arrive  in  Paris.     Who  are  there 
inong  us  who  are  not  defirous  of  the  return  of  confidence  i*  but  is 
it  to  be  procured  by  appearances  of  threats  ?     I  demand  ffiat  the 
committee  of  infpeflion  may  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  the 
fircuniftances  which  have  come  to  its  knowledge,  and  yott  wilf 
afterwards    judge    whether  you   ought    not  to    infift   upon  the 
Directory's  profecuting  thofe  who  are  refponfible. 
The  printing  was  demanded,  and  was  decreed. 


fyecb  ofDelahaye,  upon  the  Marching  of  Troops,  in  the  fame  Sitting. 

.  I  BELIEVE  that  the  committee  charged  to  make  a  repqrf 
fefpe&ing  the  ujiconftitutional  niarching  of  the  troops,  has  not 
fulfilled  the  obje£t  for  which  it  was  formed ;  for  what  is  the 
Qbje&  on  which  it  has  been  employed  ?  To  fpeak  freely,  the 
objed  js  a  confpiracy  againft  the  legiflative  body.  Well,  the 
Committee  has  not  fathomed  this  confpiracy,  of  which,  although 
Jt  have  no  official  communication,  we  have  a  moral  proof. — 
Troops  are  at  Soiflbns,  at  Rheims,  at  Chartres, .  at  AmienSp 
They  may  in  one  night  come  and  beficge  us ;  for,  as  was  obferved 
by  a.  certain  man  in  power,  "  A  thoufand  men  to  attack  the 
five  Hundred,  a  thoufand  men  to  attack  the  Ancients,  and  the 
patriots  will  perform  the  reft."  The  committee  ought  not  to  be 
diffolved.  I  demand  that  it  may  make  you  a  frefli  report. 
^Agreed  to. 
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Report  ofDelarne  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  4th  AugufL 

"  I  COME  in  the  name  of  your  committee  of  infpe&ors,  tti 
make  the  report  you  have  defired  on  the  march  of  the  troops* 
The  rcfult   of  the  information  we  have  obtained  /ir,    iff,  That 
twenty-fix  or  twenty-feventhoufand  men  have  been  drawn  from  the 
army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  inftead  of  9000,  as  General  Hocht 
wrote,     id,  That  this  force  dire&ed  its  march  towards  Paris* 
3d,  That  a  formidable  artillery  followed  this  force,  which  was 
to  encamp  at  St.  Denis,  Etampes,  and  the  neighbouring  placet* 
4th,  That  the  expenfes  of  this  march  have  been  drawn  from  the 
hands  of  the  receivers  of  the  departments,  and  particularly  that 
of  Marne,  from  whence  there  have  been  taken  the  fum  of  40,000 
livres  in  fpecie.     5th,  That  forced  requifitions  have  been  levied 
on  account  of  the  negle&  of  the  commiflaries,  and  that  confider* 
able  havoc  has  been  committed.     Every  effort  is  made  to  feducr 
the  troops ;  foldiers,  officers,  are  permitted  to  make  propofals  the 
moft  abfurd  and  the  mod  injurious  againft  the  legiflative  body ;  libeb 
are  circulated  in  the  army  ;  L'Ami  des  Loix  and  the  Sentinellf 
are  the  only  newfpapers  they  read.     Notwithstanding  the  order 
to  retire,  a  great  number  of  troops  dill  march  towards  Paris,  by 
the  orders  ot  General  Hoche,  and  in  oppofltion  to  General  Ferino) 
who  has  received  counter  orders  from  the  minifter  of  war*     The 
legion4enominated  Francs,  formed  in  oppofltion  to  the  principles 
of  the^w,  is  quartered  throughout  the  country.     The  bodies  of 
troops  which  have  received  orders  to  march  back,  refort  to  Paris 
indivifions  habited  as  citizens*   Lefage,  the  commiffary,  has  mad* 
himfelf  particularly  confpicuous  in  dire&ing  thefe  movements.   At 
Chartres,  five  hundred  of  the  banditti  have  been  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition.     Paris  is  filled  with  Grangers,  who  thirft 
for  blood  and  pillage.     The  armies  deliberate,  correfpond  with 
each  other,  and  make  decrees  and  proclamations,  with  which  all 
France  is  overwhelmed.     What  ftep  has  been  taken  by  goverip* 
ment  to  prevent  thefe  abufes  r"     The  fpeaker  propofed  the  fend* 
ing  a  meflage  to  the  Diredtory,  to  demand,   ift,  Whether  it  had 
received  the  documents  which  it  had  prom i fed,  with  refpe&  to 
the  marching  of  the  troops,  limiting  its  anfwer  to  the  period  of 
three  days  r  2d,  What  meafures  had  been  taken  to  put  a  ftop  to 
the  violation  of  the  275th  article  of  the  conftitution,  which  pro*  . 
hibits  the  armed  force  from  entering  into  deliberations  ? 

The  council  adopted  thefe  propofitions,  and  ordered  the  report 
to  be  printed. 

Suljiancc  of  a  Mejfage  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  Jib 

Augufty  from  the  Executive  Direftory* 

THE  meflage  of  the  Dire&ory  announced  the  taking  necefiary 
meafures  for  executing  the  law  of  the  10th  Thermidor  relative 

to 


ID  fixing  the  conftitutional  limits,  beyond  which  the  troops  (hould 
sot  trcfpafs. 


Thi  Minifler  of  Finance  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Executive  Direc* 
tory  refiding  at  the  Central  Adminijiration  of  the  Departments* 

¥  SEND  you.  Citizen  Commiffioner,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  re- 
•  ^  reived  on  the  ift  inft.  from  the  Executive  Directory,  calling 
on  me  for  an  account  of  the  manoeuvres  pra&ifed  to  alarm  the 
purchafcrs  of  national  domains.     It  enjoins  me  to  caufe  an  exa& 
obfervance  to  he  made  of  the  laws  and  principles  which  are  to 
fecure  them  from  the  new  attempts  of  the  enemies  of  the  country. 
1  entreat  you,  Citizen  Commiflioner,  to  demand  of  the  central  . 
adminiftration  of  the  department,  to  tranfcribe  on  its  regifters 
|he  copy,  of  this  letter,  to  the  end  that  your  fellow-citizens  may 
be  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  that  it  may  mantfeft,  by  its 
publicity,  the  intentions  of  the  government,    on  whofe   efforts 
and  perfeverance  every  ftrefs  may  be  laid.     I  ihould  be  afraid  of 
weakening  the  impreflion  which  an  expofition  of  the  principles 
by   which  the    Directory  is  actuated  ought  to  make  on  every 
citizen,  if  1  were  to  enter  into  any  elucidation  of  my  own.    It 
lather  becomes  me  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  preffing  exhortation 
and  formal  recommendation  1  now  make  to  you  to  employ  all 
the   means  in   your  power  to  reanimate  public  confidence,  to 
prove  that  k  is  eitabhfhed  on  the  mod  folid  bafis,  to  point  out 
all  thofe  who  aim  at  weakening  it,  to  apply  to  them  the  laws 
-cnaded  againft  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  to  communicate 
to  me  all  the  fads  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge.     If  any 
purchafer  of  a  national  domain  mould  be  molefted  in  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  his  property,  denounce  the  author  of  the  outrage  to  the 
tribunals,  and  apprife  me  without  delay  of  what  has  happened. 
\i  an  emigrant  mould  find  an  afylum  in  your  department,  caufe 
kim  to  be  apprehended,  and  give  information  to  the  minifler  of 
police.     If  any  one  ihould  revive  pretentions  or  prejudices  con- 
demned by  the  laws  or  by  reafon,  endeavour  in  the  firft  inftancc 
to  root  out  the  error  by  an  expofition  of  ufeful  truths.     If  thefe 
pretentions  or   prejudices  fhould  be  perfifted  in,  the  intention 
mud  then  be  criminal :  and  you  are  to  exert  every  feverity,  to 
the  end  that  the  good  citizens  may  find  in  the  agents  of  govern- 
ment  the  guaranties  of  public  fecurity.     If  you  fhould  find  that 
pn  endeavour  is  made,  no  matter  on  what  pretext,  to  conceal 
apy  property  belonging  to  the  national  domains,  you  are  to  con- 
fider  the  author  of  this  fraud  as  a  dilapidator  of  the  public  pro* 
perty,    and  to   proceed   againft   him   accordingly.     You  are  to 
f  ranfmit  to  me  a  flatement  of  the  faies  of  national  domains  up  to 
>  fhe  ift  Thermjdpr,  in  feparate  columns,  as  foUoN^\ 
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„  i.  An  account  of  the  immoveable  property  fold,  and  the  n^me 
of  the  commune  in  which  it  is  fituated. 

2.  The  eftablilhment  on  which  it  depended,  or  the  old  pr<£ 
pfietor. 

3..  The  fum  for  which  it  was  put  up  to  fale. 

4.  The  fum  for  which  it  was  fold. 

5.  The  name  of  the  purchafer. 

And  a  fixth  blank  column  is  to  be  left  for  obfervations. 
If  any  purchafer  fhould  have  been  molefted  in  his  poflTeflion, 
you  will  (late  the  fame  in  a  note,-  with  the  fteps  which  have  been" 
taken  to  fecure  him  the  protection  of  the  laws.  During  the  firft 
decade  of  every  month  you  will  fend  me  a  ftatement,  in  the  fame 
form,  of  all  the  fales  made  during  the  preceding  month.  You 
are  to  be  pundlual  in  this  refpedt,  as  it  is  a  general  meafure  which 
»  promifes  great  utility.  You  cannot  fail,  Citizen  Commiflar£, 
to  be  aware  of  all  the  importance  of  this  letter.  You  cannot 
have  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to  give  the  Dire&ory.a'pfobf ' 
of  your  zeal  in  an  affair  in  which  it  takes  fo  lively  an  intereft. 

D.  V.  Ram  el,  Minifter  of  Finance. 


Addrefs  of  the  Prince  of  Condi  to  his  Army  on  the  20th  o/yufy, 

TLJIS  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
■*■  inform  me,  that  the  King  of  France  has  juft  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  him  refpecling  this  army,  and  that  his  Imperial 
Majefty  flatters  himfelf  that  both  his  Majefty  and  myfelf  will  be 
equally  fatisfied  with  the  overtures  that  his  minifter  is.  charged  to 
make  to  me  in  his  name. 

The  Emperor  of  Rullia  wi flies  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of 
the  army.  This  fovereign  is  about  to  intercede  with  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  of  London,  to  induce  them  to  continue  to  us, their 
generous  aililtance.  Until  all  the  arrangements  fhall  be  made, 
he  airures  me,  that  from  the  moment  he  takes  charge  of  the 
army,  all  the  individuals  that  compofe  it,  and  wifh  to  partake  of 
his  bounty,  from'  the  firft  lieutenant-general  down  to  the  private 
fpldier,  (hall  have  the  fame  pay  and  appointment  that  he  noyr 
enjoys.  We  ihall  not  be  informed  till  after  the  return  of  the 
courier  now  fent  to  Ruflia,  of  the  nature  of  the  hereditary  concef- 
fions  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  promifes  to  the  army,  according, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  the  French  nobles,  the  fame  privileges  that 
are  enjoyed  by  the  Ruffian  nobility. 


Addrefs 


•                                                                             •  .■  -   »  «»  • 

»  ^^  ■  *  ■ 

Addrefs,  of  General  Maffends  Divifion  of  the  Army  of  Italy  to  the, 

Executive  Direclory. 

VjtTHEN  pdace  has  arrived  to  put  ari  end  to  our  labours*  it  is! 
.         our  duty  to  look  towards  our  country.     What  a  heart- 
rending pi&ure  does  it  prefent!    The  conftitution  violated,  the 
government  degraded,  the  emigrants  returning,  the  priefts,  rebels 
to  the  laws,  proteded  and  honoured,    the  faithful  and  upright 
republicans  profcribed  and  murdered,  the  poignards  of  the  royalifts 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  defenders  of  their  country.    .What !, 
do  thefe    monfters    imagine  that   eight    years  of  facrifices,    of 
battles,  and  of  fatigue,  have  exhaufted  our  courage  ?    Do  they 
imagine  we  have  not  enough  left  to  defend  the  conftitution  we 
hare  fworn  to  maintain?     Let  them  tremble!     Yes;  let  thefe 
confpirators  tremble !     We  will  keep  this  formidable  oath.,    The 
fwords  which  have  exterminated  the  armies  of  kings,  are  ftill  in 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors  of  the  Rhine,  of  the  Sambre  and 
'  Meufe,  and  of  Italy. 

Does  the  road  to  Paris  prefent  more  obftacles  than  that  to 
Vienna  ?     No :  it  will  be  opened  to  us  by  the  republicans  who 
have  remained  faithful  to  liberty.     United,  we  (hall  defend  it ;. 
and  our  common  enemies  Jhall  have  lived. 


Addrefs  of  General  Jonberfs  Divijion  of  the  Army  of  Italy* 

t)0YALISM  raifes  its  audacious  head,  and  multiplies  mur- 
ders  in  all  the  departments. 

Priefthood  fafcinates  the  eyes,  heats  the  heads,  (harpens  thd 
poignards.  The  execution  of  a  plan  combined  for  the  re-, 
cftablifliment  of  the  throne  is  openly  followed  in  the  legislature; 
One  liberticide  law  is  fcarcely  pafled,  when  another  is  propofed ; 
Ae  JDireftory,  who  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of  our  conftitu- 
tion, accepted  by  our  armies,  and  acknowledged  by  all  French- 
men, are  accuftd,  without  the  leaft  attention  to  decency  i  charged 
ttc  preferred  againft  the  Citizen  who  has  rendered  the  moft  fignal 
Jervices,  and  who  at  this  moment  is  entrufted  with  the  greateft 
.Merefts,  in  order  to  crown  the  labours  of  all  the  armies  by  & 
glorious  peace,  which  would  consolidate  the  republic*  and  anni- 
hilate all  fa&ions  and  all  parties  except  the  friends  of  the  gd- 
^rnment. 

Add  to  this  rapid  Iketch  the  return  of  the  emigrants  en  rtiajfii 
°n  which  the  members  of  the  council  congratulate  themfctves  in 
Jheir  fpeeches ;  the  cries  of  death ;  the  dreadful  bowlings  or  the| 
journal  ifts  of  Louis  X VI II.;  and  you  will  have  the  moutufu| 
pihwe  of  the  riling  countef-reVotutioiw 

Vol.  VL  S 
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What,  .comrade?!  (hall  we  have  (bed  fo  much  blood  for  the 
profperity  and  glory  of  our  country,  and  yet  fee  it  rcpiunged 
again  into  the  di (orders  of  anarchy-— into  the  fury  of  civil  wart? 
Sball  the  odious  Capet,  who  for  fix  years  has  carried  his  difgrace 
from  ftate  to  (late,  conftantly  driven  before  our  republican  pha- 
lanxes, reduce  us  under  the  yoke?  If  this  idea  be  dif^ufting to 
every  citizen  who  has  but  once  in  his  life  been  Simulated  by  the 
love  of  his  country,  how  much  more  fo  muft  it  be  to  the  otd  fol* 
diers  of  the  republic! 

Volunteers  of  the  army  of  the  interior!  the  fame  men  whom 
you  fo  often  repulfed  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  whom  you  fo 
completely  humbled  at  Quibcron,  are  now  at  Paris,  and  in  .the 
departments ;  they  form  an  army  in  prefence  of  our  own.  Firm 
to  your  principles,  obey  the  voice  of  the  Dire&ory ;  be  faithful 
fo  your  glory ;  make  a  rampart  of  your  bodies  around  the  confti- 
tution,  which  you  have  fworn  to  maintain ;  and  rely  upon  vic- 
tory,, in  the  full  conviftion  that  (he  never  will  forfake  the  re- 
publican colours. 


MVi 


^fejfage  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  14  Thcr- 

midor  (Aug*  1). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 
'TpHE  Executive  Direftory  has  juft  come  to  a  fecond  decifion 
"*"     upon  the  order  for  the  urgency  of  payments  to  be  made  during 
the  id  decade  of  Thermidor.     The  demands  proceeding  upon 
the  molt  preifing  wants  amounted  to  about  20  millions.     It  was 
neceiTary,  in  order  to  fuftain  the  fervice,  to  confider  as  difpofable 
the  expe&ed  receipts  from  the  departments  during  the  laft  decade, 
and  from  the  national  treafury  during  the  prefent.     The  calcu- 
lations have  been  made  no  higher  than  6,250,000  livres.     They 
have  been  diftributed  in  a  manner  that  appears  mod  agreeable  to 
the  laws  which  have  been  patted,  and  moft  neceflary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  fervice  in  the  difficult  circumftances  in  which  we 
are  placed.     There  remains  a  deficit  of  about  fourteen  millions, 
which  will  be  felt  in  the  enfuing  decade,  with  the  accumulation  of 
the  expenfe  of  the  fucceeding  ten  days.     Whatever  calculations 
lhay  be  made,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  it  ought  to  be  derrion- 
ft rated  to  you  that  the  prefent  means  are  infufficient.     The  ftate* 
ments  which  the  commiffioners  of  the  national  treafury  have  for 
fome  days  fent  you,  prove  that  they  cannot  depend  upon  a  recovery 
of  23  millions  in  effe&ive  fpecie  during  the  month  Thermidor. 
It  will  be  impoflible  to  fuftain  the  fervice  with  fuch  feeble  means* 
The   difficulties  it  experiences  render  its  fituation  Worfe   and 
worfe  every  day.     This  ftate  of  things  the  more  deferves  your 
'attention,  becaiife  the  refources  whitfi  the  republic  has  left  may 
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tafily  produce  an  alteration.  The  knowledge  of  thefe  refources 
has  hitherto  fupported  our  courage  and  our  hopes.  It  is  time  to 
difplay  them,  and  turn  them  to  advantage.  The  minifter  of 
finance  has  pointed  out  fome  of  them  in  the  annexed  report ;  the 
Directory  has  feveral  times  had  occafion  to  invite  you  to  fub-iiit 
them  to.  your  examination!  and  again  it  urges  the  fame  requeft. 
The  danger  of  the  prefent  moment  impofes  this  as  a  duty*  The 
happy  changes  which  it  fees  in  the  adoption  of  mcafures  for  the 
iCHcftablifliment  of  public  credit,  induce  .the  Dire&ory  to  hop? 
that  they  will  foon  be  taken  into  confifieration. 

(Signed)  Carkot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary*. 


Letter  from  his  Majejiy  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  as  Ele&or.  of 

Hanover,  to  his  Imperial  Majejly. 

'TPHE  letter  of  the  7th  of  September,  1796,  with  which  ycur 
Imperial  Majefty  has  favoured  me,  refpe6ting  the  pofleffion 
of  the  territory  of  the  Imperial  city  of  Nuremberg,  of  the  depend- 
encies of  the  bifhopric  of  Eichftadt,  and  of  the  immediate  com-, 
marid  in  Franconia,  I  hold  as  a  precious  monument  of  the  fentf- 
ments  of  juftice  and  paternal  foli.citude  by  which  your  Majefty 
evinces  the  cordial  concern  you  feel  for  the  prcfervation  of  the 
Germanic  conftitutiony  and  for  the  punctual  obfervance  of  the 
de&oral  capitulation ;  a  conduct  which  cannqt  fail  confiderably 
to  contribute  to  the  glory  of  your  Imperial  Majefty 's  reign. 

I  received  that  letter  with  fentiments  of  veneration  equal  to 
the  gratitude  that  was  excited  in  my  breaft  by  the  kind  confidence 
Qf  which  your  Imperial  Majefty  has  thereby  given  fo  ftriking  a 
proof:  and  I  accordingly  could  not  but  pay  the  moil  fcrupulous 
attention  to  the  object  in  queftion,  and  ponder  on  it  with  all  the 
tnxiety  which  the  moft  vivid  intereft  coukl  infpirc. 

Your  Majefty,  doubtlefs,  can  be  no  ftranger  to  the  principles 
"J  profefs  refpe&ing  the  maintenance  of  the  fyftcm  of  the  empire, 
tnd  the  regard  due  to  its  laws,  as  alfo  to  the  uniform  difpolition 
which  will  invariably  induce  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
4hat  can  contribute  to  that  end.     I  have  by  no  means   negle&ed 
<o  confider  the  importance  and  exteniivc  confcqucuces  connected 
with  the  events  in  qucition  ;  and  I  cannot  but  applaud  the  pro- 
found wifdom  of  the  meaftires  which  your' Majefty  has  adopted. 
Your  Majefty  has  cxprefted  a  defire  to   be   acquainted  \%  ith   my 
fentiments  and  opinion  on  this  fubjeer,  and  alfo  that  I   would 
employ  my  interpofition  with  the  King  of  Pruilia  :  and  indeed  I 
think  that  the  interpofition  fuggefttd  by  your  Majefty,  of  all  the 
electors  of  the  empire,  with  his  Pruftian  MajeAty,  xs,  vex  \\vt.  t>J 
Utmg  circumftances,  highly  expedient,  a*  (iota  lYxs  ^tvvvci  cot 
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tfence  repofed  in  the  fentiments  and  opinion  of  his  Pruffian  Ma* 
jefty,  the  electors  are  induced  to  hope  that  he  will  not  interrupt 
the  courfe  of  juftice;  but  that  he  will  exprefs  his  decided  pre* 
ierence,  that  the  lawful  pofleflbrs  (hould  be  prote&ed  in  the  en* 
joyment  pf  their  rights.  I  am  confcious,  therefore,  that  I  com- 
ply, with  the  wishes  of  your  Imperial  Majefty,  by  fending  to  his 
pruflian  Majefty  the  lptter,  a  copy  of  which  1  do  not  feruple  to 
annexe  to  the  prefect.  Nothing  fhall  ever  be  more  agreeable  to 
jxie,  t)ian  tQ  feizc  every  opportunity  of  proving  to  your  Imperial 
fyfajefty,  on  every  occafiqn,  hpw  unfeignedly  I  confide  in  him, 
and  .thus  to  convince  him  of  the  high  efteem  with  which  ( 
always  am 

Your  Imperial  Majefty's,  &c. 

(SignedJ  George  Rf   . 

£/.  James' s>  Feb.  17,  1797. 


Letter  from  the  King  of  England  to  the  King  of  Pruffra.'. 

■  * 

'  THE  perfect  confidence  I  repofe  in  the  patriotic  fentiment# 
pf  yQur  Majefty,  as  well  as  the  friendfhip  which  I  flatter  myfelT 
your  Majefty  entertains  for  me,  induce  nie*  without, ;any  hefitar 
tion,  to  acquaint  ypu  that  bis  Imperial' Majefty  has  written  to 
me,  as  an  elector  of  the  empire,  a  private  and  circumftantial 
letter  refpefiing  the  taking  poffeflion  of  the  Imperial  city  of  Nu- 
remberg, of  the  dependencies  of  Eichftadt,  and  of  the  Equeitriap 
order,  which  took  place  laft  year,  on  the  part  of  your  Majefty,  on 
account  pf  your  principalities  of  Brandenbourg,  in  Franconia* 
His  Imperial  Majefty  has  ex  pre  (Ted  a  defire  that  I  would  commur 
nicate  to  him  my  fentiment$  on.  this  fubjeft,  and  alfp  that  I 
would  employ  my  interpofition  vvjth  your  Majefty. 

Whereas  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in  the  differences  that  havp 
arifen  op  this  occafioh,  is  only  defirous  to  fulfil  the  duty  p re- 
fer i  bed  to  him  by  the  capitulation  of  the  empire,  in  a  manner 
that  muft  highly,  redounq!  to  his  honour,  and  at  the  fame  time  tp 
manifeft  the  high  confideration  which  he  entertains  for  ypuy  Ma- 
jefty, 1  accordingly  held  it  n|y  duty,  in  my  capacity  of  elector, 
and  in  compliance  with  my  obligatipns,  not  to  refufe  the  requeft 
pf  hi?  Imperial  Majefty. 

I  am,  however,  far  from  being  difpofed  to  ereel  myfelf  into  a 
judge  of  the  juftice  of  your  Majefty's  pretenfions,  or  even  to 
pnter  into  a  difcuffion  pf  the  principles  on  which  they  are 
grounded. 

I  feel  it  fhfficient  to  rely  on  your  Majefty's  wifdom  and  abi- 
Jities,  which  fo  fully  enable  your  Majefty  to  judge  of  every 
fhing  thqt  belongs  to  the  fyftem  and  coi\ft\xu\um  <A  \£s  Qwwa$\c 
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-empire,  in  the  preservation  of  which  your  Majefty  has  princi- 
pally taken  on  you  to  be  vigilant ;  and  for  this  I  depend  on  the 
noble  and  generous  fentiments  by  which  your  Majefty,  of  your 
own  accord,  feemed  to  have  regulated  your  conduft  in  the  in- 
(trudion  published  the  1 7th  of  March,  1792,  with  regard  to  the 
regencies  of  Anfpach  and  Baireuth,  efpecially  refpeding  the  pre- 
tentions and  differences  which  might  arife  in  thofe  principalities. 

Thefe  fentiments  and  this  condudt  of  your  Majefty  leave  rne 

no  room  to  doubt,  but  that  it  is  your  Majefty's  intention  to  fup- 

port,  on  conftitutional  grounds  only,  your  claims  on  your  neighs 

tours   in   Franconia ;    and,    confequently,   that   you   will  leave 

thofe  lefs  powerful  co-»eftates  and  proprietories  of  the  empire  ip 

the  enjoyment  of  what   the  laws  lecure  to  them,  and  of  what 

Tfour  Majefty  grants  to  your  own  f\  bje&s  againft  yourfelf,  to  wit, 

their  maintenance  and  re  eftablifhment  in  a  juft  and  inconteftable 

pofleflioii. 

While  I  moft  willingly*  on  the  prefent  occafion,  manifeft  the 
moft  perfeft  confidence  in  your  Majefty,  I  at  the  fame  time  take 
the  opportunity-of  renewing  to  your  Majefty  the  aflurances  of  the 
jiigh  eiieem  with  which 

lam,  &c, 

(Signed)  George  R, 

St.  James's,  Feb.  17,  1797. 
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Proceedings  ofibe  Diet  of,  Rati/fan* 

fv;  Ratijbon,  July  24. 

'THE  diet  began  on  the  a'ift  inftant  to  deliberate  on  the  necef- 
fary  preparations  and  deputations  .for  the  conclufion  of  a 
teatyjof  peace  betwben  the  German  empire. and  the  French  re- 
Public.    \ 

The  dire&orial  envoy  of  Auftria  opened  the  bufinefs  in  the 
^Kincil  of  the  princes,  and  recommended  that,  as  the  negotia- 
te were  Shortly  to  be  opened,  deputies  might  be  appointed.  In 
tocele&oral  college  the  bufinefs  was  opened  in  like  manner,  and 
toe  following  votes  were  given:  Auftria,  Burgundy,  and  the 
ele&orate  of  Bohemia,  voted  thanks  to  the  Emperor  for  his  exer- 
tions in  preferving  the  integrity  of  the  empire,  his  labours  for  the 
itftlinment  of  peace,  and  his  communications  on  the  fi»bje&. 
The  ele&orates  of  Bavaria  and  of  the  Palatinate,  in  addition  to 
toe  above,  moved  that  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  be  lcit  w  holly 
Aot  the  Emperor,  confiding,  as  they  did,  in  the  determination  of 
fas  Majefty  to  preferve  the  geographical  and  political  integrity,  of 
the  empire.  The  cleflor  of  Cologne,  in  his  vote,  acknovA*A%£& 
*bc great  advantages  derived  by  the  empire  from  x\ve>  e^tsucflxs  <& 
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the  Emperor  and  the  Archduke  Charles,  firemen  and  the  'elec- 
torate of  Brunfwick  or  Hanover  ftated,  that  his  Majefty  had  ap- 
Efinted  his  late  dire&orial  envoy,  Van  Rheden,  in  the  circle  of 
ower  Saxony,  to  he  his  plenipotentiary  at  the  deputation  of  the 
empire,  and  that  he  was  ready  on  all  occafions  to  join  witfi  his 
cc^eftates  in  fo  important  a  concern, 

Saltzburgh,  Saxe.  Gotha,  Treves,  and  many  other  ftatef, 
.voted,  that  the  conclufion  of  a  pea.ee  ihould  be  folely  and  entirely 
left  to  his  Imperial  Majefty.  Strafburgh,  Conftance,  and  Hildfr- 
ibeim,  voted  for  iriftru&ions  to  demand  indemnity  of  the  Frepch» 
-Trent  recommended  to  his  Majefty  the  fate  of  thofe  German 
firinces  who  expeft  to  be  again  put  in  pofleffion  of  their  terr 
vitories. 

Magdeburgh,  Deux  Fonts,  Brunfwick,  and  Wolfenbuttl^ 
left  the  protocol  open.  « 

On  the  24th  ult.  Bafil,  Anterior  Pomerania,  Murjfter,  Heflr 
Darmftadt,  Thurn,  and  Taxis,  and  many  others,  voted  with 
Saltfburgh,  &c. 


Tht  General  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Sambrt 
Meufe,  H  the  intermediate  Committee  ejiablijhed  at  Bonn. 

m 

T  TPON  the  14th  of  this  month  I  informed  you,  that  fearing  ther 
^    funds  with  which  you  could  fupply   the  paymafter  of  th^ 
army,  might  be  applied  to  fome  other  deftination  than  the  pay  of 
the  army,  I  requeued  you  to  keep  -them  till  I  gave  you  an  exprefe 
order. 

Now  that  the  paymafter  of  the  army  has  called  upon  you  tc^ 
pay  him  thefe  funds,  I  myfelf  prohibit  yon  to  obey  his  requifi— 
tion  ;  and  I  declare  to  you  formally,  that  you  (hall  be  perfonally 
refponfible  for  the  infra&ion  of  this  order,  declaring  to  you  at  the* 
fame  time,  that  the  fum  depofited  with  you  is  intended  for  .the,pay 
of  a  numerous  column  detached  from  this  army,  for  two  months 
after  it  fhull  have  entered  upon  the  deftined  march.  The  officer 
•who  is  chaiged  to  take  the  funds  in  queilion,  (hall  be  the  bearer 
of  an  order  t'rori  me,  and  I  (hali  be  certain  that  they  fliall  not 
pafs  through  thj  bauds  of  jobbers,  concra&ors,  furnifhers,  and 
other  people  of  this  ilefcription  (agio/ears,  entrepreneurs 9  foumif- 
JeurS}  et  autres  gem  en  burs j. 

(Signed)  L.  Hoc  he* 


t*tur 
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Letter  ef  General  Buonaparte  to  the  Chief  of  the  Memlotts,  elated 

Milam,  \2th  Thermistor  (July  30..    . 

T^HE  council  of  the  French  republic  at  Triefte  has  acquainted 
A  me  with  the  attention  your  lordlhip  had  (hewn  in  fending  a 
deputation  to  intimate  to  me  the  defire  you  had  to  fee  in  your 
porta  fome  French  veflels,  and  to  be  in  any  refpeft  ufeful  to  the 
brave  French  foldiers  of  the  army  of  Italy. 

-The  French  efleem  the  fmall  but  gallant  Maniote  people,  who 
done  of  ancient  Greece  have  p refer ved  their  liberty.  In  all  the 
orcumftances  which  may  occur,  they  ihall  ever  give  proofs  of 
their  prote&ion,  and  a  particular  care  to  favour  their  veflels  and 
titeir  citizens. 

I  beg  your  lordlhip  to  receive  with  kindnefs  the  bearers  of  this, 
who  have  the  ftrongeft  de£re  to  fee  more  ntarly  the  worthy  de- 
fendants of  Sparta,  who,  to  be  as  renowned  as  their  anceftors, 
wanted  only  to  appear  on  a  larger  theatre. 

The  firft  time  that  any  of  your  relations  have  occafion  to  vifit 
Italy,  I  beg  you  to  recommend  them  to  me.  I  fliall  feel  a  real 
pleafure  in  giving  marks  of  the  efleem  which  I  entertain  for  you 
awl  your  compatriots. 

(Signed)       Buonaparte. 


Ordinance  publijhed  at  Verona  on  the  %th  of  Auguftj   1797. 

WTHtREAS  Citizen  George  Giufti  continues,  notwithftand- 
ing  repeated  admonitions,  to  revile  the  popular  government 
and  equality ;  and  inftead  of  ftyling  himfelf  Citizen,  affhmesthe 
tide  of  Count;  fince  he  daily  boafts  to  his  fervants  that  he  is  of  one 
rf the  beft  families  in  Rome ;  and,  which  is  much  worfe,  conti- 
nually inveighs  againft  the  popular  government ;  the  faid  Citizen 
George  Giufti  is  hereby  Sentenced  to  pay  100  fequins,  which 
money  (hall  be  appropriated  to  ered  a  column  to  Liberty  in  the 
.Gieen  Market.     This  fentence  (hall  be  read  to  Citizen  Giuiti, 

*  the  prefeuce  pf  all  his  fervants  and  domeftics,  by  the  fecretary 
«f  the  municipality,  to  inftru&  the  whole  family  in  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  equality. 

•  Approved  by  General  Verdier,  French  commandant  in  the  pro- 
duce of  Verona. 


MeJJa^e 
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Mfffageftem  the  Executive  Dire  fiery  to  the  Council of  Fixii  Hundntl 

24th  Thernudor  (Auguji  I2j. 

Citizens  Reprcfentatives, 

•TpHE  Executive  DireSory  has  juft  decreed  and  figned  k  treaty 
•*  of  peace,  concluded  yeiterday  the  23d  of  the  prefent  month, 
Augult  10,  with  Portugal,  negotiated  in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic  by  Citizen  Charles  Delacroix,  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
inverted  with  powers  to  this  eflfeS  by  a  decree,  dated  30th  Meifi- 
dor  lad,  and  in  the  name  of  her  Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen  of 
Portugal  by  M.  d'Aranjo,  inverted  with  full  powers,  figned  atthft 
palace  of  Quelun,  June  10,  1797.  The  Direftory  has  t rank 
mi t ted  to  you  this  treaty,  in  execution  of  the  333d  article  of  tht- 
conilitution,  and  invites  you  to  take  it  into  your  conficjeration. 

Annexed  are  copies  of  the  refpeftive  powers  of  the  plenipo* 
tcntiaries. 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary, 


BRITISH  MERCHANDISE. 

The  Minifter  of  Juftice  to  the  Commiffaries  of  the  Directory  with 

the  Cor  regional  and  Criminal  Tribunals  of  the  Frontier  and  Man* 
time  Dijlritts. 

Paris j   \ft  FruStidor,  §th  Tear4 

T  AM  informed,  Citizen,  and  I  have  already  made  my  com* 
•*■  plaints  to  you  in  a  letter  of  the  joth  Prairial,  that  the  law  ol 
the  10th  Brumaire,  which  prohibits  the  introduction  of  Britiih 
merchandise,  is  not  executed  with  all  the  feverity  of  its  provifions: 
that  it  often  happens  that  the  delinquents  have  only  to  regret  the 
leisure  and  confifcation  of  their  merchandise,  and  that  they  then* 
felves  efcape  the  perfonal  punilhment  to  which  they  are  liable. 

By  the  a,ticleXV.  of  the  laws,  all  contravention  fubjedts  tto 
perfon  guilty  of  it  to  arreft  and  trial  before  the  corre&ional  tri- 
bunals. Condemnation  involves  in  it  the  confifcation  of  th< 
goods  feized  ;  the  application  of  a  fine,  triple  in  value  to  that  o 
the  goods;  and,  finally,  the  penalty  of  imprifonment,  wbicl 
cannot  be  lefs  than  five  days,  nor  more  than  three  months* 

It  ifr  only  by  a  drift  and  rigorous  execution  of  this  article  tha 
yve  can  hope  to  rep  re  fs  a  fpecies  of  contraband  trade,  which  effen 
iially  injures  the  developemcnt  of  national  induftry,  and  afford 
to  our  enemies  refources  againft  ourfelves :  it  is,  therefore,  efpe 
cially  the  duty  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  Dire&ory  to  watel 

ove 
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Wer-aml  profWute  thofe  infractions,  which  negligence,  jobbing, 
apd  avarice,  may  be  g.uilty  of. 

Very  heavy. -charges  have  been  made  againft  fome  collectors  of 
thecuftoms:  make  it  known  to  thofe  who  might  merit  them,  that* 
by  granting  them  a  part  of  the  merchandife  feized,  the  legislature 
wtfbed  to  encourage  and  recompenfe  their  zeal ;  and  that  they 
render  them  felves  amenable  to  juftice,  if,  contented  with  the 
feizure,  they  negledt  any  of  the  means  proper  to  enfure  the  arreft 
of  the  delinquents.  You  will  undoubtedly  not  confine  yourfelf  to 
GjBple  warnings,  in  cafe  of  the  colleftors  negle&ing  their  duty  : 
jou  will  denounce  them  to  their  chiefs,  and  take  meafures  to  have 
them  carried  before-  the  tribunals,  in  order  to  anfwer  for  their 
condud. 

,  It  is  not  neceflary  for  me  to  tell  you,  that  in  affairs  carried 
htforo  the  tribunal  in  which  you  exercife  your  fun&ions,  you 
ought  to  make  allneceflary  requifitions  for  the  full  exercife  of  the 
lfrir,  and  that  you  will  fail  in  difchnrging  the  duties  of  your  office 
if  you  flegleft  to  arm  yourfelf  eacrf,  in  as  far  as  it  concerns  you, 
with  the  method  of  appeal,  or  recourfe  to  annulment,  all  the 
times  that  the  law  has  been  evaded  in  any  of  its  difpofitions.  I 
rcly  upon  your  attachment  to  principle,  and  your  eagernefs  to 
juilify  the  confidence  with  which  government  honour  you. 
Health  and  fraternity. 

The  Minifler  of  Juftice, 

Merlin. 


-Mfjfage  of  the  Executive  Direclory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 

$th  Fruclidor  (22d  AuguJiJ. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Executive  Dire&ory  haftens  to  reply  to  your  meflage  of 
'the  24th  of  laft  Thermidor  (nth  Auguft),  relative  to  the 
Epglifh  merchandife  which  has  been  run  into  France,  and  to  the 
detailed  information  you  defire  in  regard  to  the  3000  quintals,  or 
thereabout,  of  woollens  admitted,  duty-free,  into  the  ports  of 
Kouen,  Havre,  and  Dieppe. 

The  Executive  DireSory  is  not  ignorant  of  the  dreadful  a£ti- 
v«y  with  which  fmuggling  is  carried  on  in  the  departments  of 
Montblanc,   Ain,  and  the  ci-devant  Dutch  Flanders,  by  armed 
hinds  of  two  and  three  hundred  men,  who  break  open  and  plun- 
<krthe  cffifiom-hotife  magazines,  carry  off  the  goods  feized  and 
<fcpofi ted  there,  and  malfacre  the  officers.     The  Dire&ory  care- 
folly  attends  to  this  object ;  and  the  minifter  of  finance  is  cer- 
tainly concerting  with  the  minilter  at  war,  with  the  generals,  and 
the  commiffipners  of  thecuftoms,  fuch  meafures  as  appear  mod 
proper  to  check  the  further  progrefs  of  the  evil.     One  of  the  com- 
Vol.  VI.  T  m\K\ww* 
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miflioners  of  the  cuftoms  has  proceeded  into  the  departments  of 
Montblanc  and  Ain,  to  adopt  on  the  fpot  the  mod  efficacious 
means  for  that  purpofe ;  and  another  of  his  colleagues  is  at  prefent 
engaged  in  a  journey  through  Belgium,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Calais 
and  Dunkirk,  with  the  fame  intention.  No  blame  attaches  to 
the  cuftoin-houfe  officers,  as  they  make  frequent  feizures :  thofe 
of  Axtcl,  and  of  fome  neighbouring  places,  attended  by  detach-* 
ments  of  the  gendarmerie  and  chafieurs,  fucceeded  lately,  after  afe 
obftinate  engagement,  in  which  feveral  men  were  killed,  and  * 
great  number  wounded,  in  feizing  a  convoy  of  thirty-four  waggons 
of  contraband  goods,  efcortcd  by  about  threfc  hundred  men  ;  but 
thefe  officers,  when  they  are  not  fup ported  by  the  armed  force, 
are  obliged  to  yield  to  the  fuperiority  of  numbers. 

In  regard  to  the  information  you  wifh  to  obtain  orj  the  woollens^- 
which  have  been  admitted  duty-free  in  different  ports  of  the  re- 
public, the  Executive  Directory  have  authorifed  at  Rouen  the  im- 
portation of  187,247  ells  of  blue  cloth  for  clothing  the  foldiersv 
4,100  ells  of  blue  cloth  for  regimentals;  1 1,500  cUs  fcarlet  for 
facings,  <fec.  and  350,500  ells  of  blue-ferge  and  white  fhalfoons 
for  lining.     All  thefe  articles  were  imported  in  execution  of  a 
contrail  concluded  between  the  commitfioner  of  the  Executive 
Directory  at  Berlin,  and  Citizen  Trefcow,  a  Pruflian  merchant, 
who,  on  the  fecurity  of  the  diamonds  of  the  republic,  depofitett 
with  him,  engaged  to  furnifh  them,  provided  they  were  fuffered 
to  be  imported  free  from  duty. 

The  houfe  of  Torena  and  Co.  were  alfo  authorifed  to  import^ 
duty-free,  by  the  ports  of  Havre,  Rouen,  and  Dunkirk,  220,000 
ells  of  broad  cloth,  which  they  had  engaged  to  furniih  for  the 
troops,  and  for  which  they  received  in  payment  a  bond  for  two 
millions  of  livres,  being  part  of  the  contribution  of  a  certain 
power  in  Germany,  due  twelve  months  after  date. 

Citizens  Lubcrt  and  Duma,  of  Hamburgh,  were  likewife  ai*- 
thorifed  to  import,  duty  free,  and  to  depoiit  in  the  warehoufes  ol 
Citizens  Romberg  and  Son,  at  BrufTcLs,  charged  in  that  com- 
mune with  the  clothing  of  the  troops,  3,251  pieces  of  blue  and 
white  broad  cloth,  for  which  the  above  merchants  likewrfe  re- 
ceived in  payment  bills  proceeding  from  the  contribution  of  the 
fame  power  in  Germany. 

Citizens  Caylus,  Colte*  and  Gevautfan,  have  alfo  imported* 
duty-free,  and  depofited  in  the  military  magazines  at  Bruffelsa 
,132  bales  of  foreign  woollens,  for  which  payment  has  been  made 
by  means  of  various  money  tranfaftions  paired  between  them  and 
the  national  treafury. 

The  impofllbility  of  obtaining  in  France,  on  credit,  the  ne- 
qeflary  cloth  for  the  moil  pre  fling  clothing  of  tire  troops,  and  the 
opportunity  which  offered  to  procure  it  from  abroad,  for  effedls 
which  French  merchants  would  not  have  accepted,  and  partly  foi 
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tfllft,  making  part  of  the  contribution  of  a  German  power,  the 
payment  of  which  was  by  no  means  certain,  induced  the  Direc- 
tory to  fandion  thefe  tranfa&ions,  truly  advantageous  for  the  re- 
public,  and  without  which  both  the  land  and  Tea  forces  would 
have  been  expofed  to  the  utmoft  want.     The  importation  of  thefe 
articles,  free  from  duty,  has  not  been  attended  with  any  lofs  to 
the  national  treafury,  becaufe,  without  this  condition,  it  would 
have  been  neceffary  to  pay  a  much  higher  price,  and  the  contrac- 
tors, whareceived  bills  in  payment,  would  never  have  agreed  to 
advance  the  duty. 

This,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  is  the  explanation  the  Exe- 
cutive Dire&ofy  gives  you  refpe&ing  the  laft  part  of  your  meflage* 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen* 


rAge  from  the  Direftory  of  the  qth  of  AuguJU  to  the  Council  of 

Five  Hundred* 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

*THE  Executive  Directory  tranfmits  you  the  decifion  which  it 
has  juft  made  refpedting  the  urgency  of  the  payments  which 
mto  take  place  during  the  3d  decade,  the  ftate  of  the  demands 
•famed  by  the  proper  officers,  and  the  report  of  the  miniiter  o.f 
the  finances.  It  defires  you  would  infpeft  thefe  documents,  and 
compare  the  prefenf  ftate  of  things  with  the  fituation  in  which 
we  have  been  at  a  fimilar  period,  during  the  two  preceding 
decades. 

It  requefts,  above  all,  that  you  would  compare  the  urgency  of 
the  public  wants,  the  evils  refulting  from  them,  the  anxiety  which 
they  diffufe,  and  the  apprehenfion  which  they  infpire  on  the  fub- 
jeftof  the  common  fafety,  with  the  advantages  that  could  be  en- 
ured, were  the  refources  which  are  dill  in  the  poiTeflion  of  the 
^public  made  difipofable. 

Take  away,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  every  thing  that  pre* 
vents  you  from  enfuri'ng  the  neceffary  returns  for  the  maintenance 
°f  the  military  fervice,  the  pay  and  fnbfiilence  of  the  troops,  the 
Payment  of  the  public  creditors,  the  falaries  of  the  public  func- 
u<>naries,  already  feveral  months  in  arrear,  and  the  difcharge  of 
Ae  expenfes  which  the  government  cannot  poftpone,  without 
^promifing  the  conduit  which  it  ought  to  obferve  for  the  per- 
formance of  its  duty — the  internal  and  external  fafety  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  refources  which  can  be  brought  into  aflion  are  of  two 
kinds.  The  one  require  fome  previous  meafure  before  they  can 
■*  made  difpofable  ;  the  other  may  fcrve  as  fecuritics  for  contrails, 
the  .execution  of  which  would  furnilh  a  iufficient  delay  for  the 
^ainment  of  the  firft. 
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But  they  bolh  call  for  an  immediate  determination  ;  and  if  o* 
ufe  be  made  of  them,  they  are  of  as  little  moment  as  if  they  never 
exifted.      A  proper  ufe  of  them  may,  and  can,  extricate  the 
finances  from  the  dangerous  crifis  to  which  they  are  at  prefent  re*- 
duced.     The  peril  is  imminent;  but  if  you  enact  the  laws  which  ^ 
have  been  demanded  of  you,  which  the  public  opinion  calls  for, 
and  the  com  mi  (lions  charged  with  the  examination  of  them  have 
pronounced  to  be  neceflary,    the  dangers   with  which   vre    are" 
threatened  will  difappear.     Our  enemies  know  that  France,  with, 
her  prefent  conftitution,  has  only  to  exprefs  a  wiftrto  ameliorate- 
her  finances,  that  the  means  of  courfe  will  follow,  and  that,  if 
thefc  means  be  well  employed,  they  mud  produce  the  defireri 
effeft.     It  is  time,  Citizens  Representatives,  to  juftify  that  opi- 
nion, by  deliberations  that  will  give  validity  to  it.     The  fafety  of 
the  country  is  intimately  connected  with  them.     Let  the  fituation  * 
of  our  finances  be  once  ameliorated,  and  peace  will  naturally  find  ^s 
its  way  back  to  our  territories.     Under  its  aufpices  all  the  French 
will  reap  the  fruits  of  their  glorious  efforts  in  the  caufe  which  they 
have  made  triumph. 

The  Executive  Directory,    Citizens  Reprefentatives,    renews 
its  mod  prefling  invitations  that  you  may  take  into  your  difctif- 
fion  the  laws  relative  to  the  finances  and  the  receipts,  which  may . 
place  the  revenue  on  a  par  with  the  indifpenfable  difburfetnents  of 
the  (late. 

'(Signed)  Carnot^  Prefident. ,  • 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Ciexu 


Speech  of  the  Prefident  of  the  Directory  on  the  Fife  of  the  10th  if   \ 

Auguji.  '  '     i 

.  Frenchmen,  " 

/~\N  this  day,  five  years  ago,  the  thunder  deftroyed  the  throne;    * 
^^  its    brilliancy    was   difperfed,    its  foundation    fapped ;    one 
luftrum  has  elapfed  fince  that  grand  epoch,  and  the  rapidity  of 
events  has  made  a  feparation  of  ages. 

During  this  fliort  interval,  what  memorable  events  have  fuc- 
ceeded  each  other!  what  triumphs!  what  tragic  fcenes!  what  art 
union  of  energy  and  wcaknefs  !  what  prejudices  deftroyed,  what 
talents  concentrated !  what  efforts  combined  to  defrroy  liberty  in, 
its  infancy!  what  attempts  againft  national  liberty  !  what  cowardly 
means  to  annihilate  the  republic  !  what  vipers  ftifled  in  her  gigan- 
tic arms ! 

Woe  to  him  who  mould  entertain  the  thought  of  re- eftabli filing 
the  throne!  What  an  abfurdity  to  believe  that  thofe  who  have  re- 
duced it  toduft  would  labour  to  reftore  it;  that  the  founders  of  the 
republic,    forgetting  their  glory,    and  running   into  the    fnaref 
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•would  ferve  as  vile  inftruincnts  to  a  liberticidal  fa&ion,  whicb 
ihould  deliver  them  up  to  the  concentrated  rage  of  thofe  who  wifl* 
to  deftroy  ft  piecemeal ! 

And  who  is  there  among  you,  Citizens,  who  has  not,  if  not 
co-operated  a&ively  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  monarchy,  at  leaft 
proclaimed  openly  in  his  circle  the  imprefcriptible  rights ,of  the 
people?  Who  is  he  who  can  a&  with  kings;  who,  having  con- 
quered them  when  they  were  all-powerful,  would  humble  him- 
felf  before  them,  when  they  were  conquered  ? 

No,  Frenchmen!  you  will  not  forget  what  it  has  coft  you  to 
become  free  ;  you  will  not  rifk  the  fame  cataftrophe,  and  greater 
ftill,  to  become  flaves  again. 

Oh!  fathom  the  abyfs  into  which  the  fenfelefs  people  are  drag- 
ging you,  who  think  of  making  a  game  of  the  return  of  royalty  ; 
have  they  refiedted  upon  the  punifhments  that  are  prepared  tor 
ihem  as  a  recompence  ?  Do  they  know  what  blood  is  neeeflary 
to- Jatiate  the  third  of  thofe  barbarous  matters  whom  they  aw; 
calling  for?  what  confifcations  would  fatisfy  their  avaiice, 
what  degree  of  oppreffion  would  enfure  them  againft  the  fear  of  a 
new  eflbrt  of  the  people  ?  what  cares  would  appear  to  them  fuf- 
ficient  to  extinguiih  the  laft  fparks  of  that  philofophy  to  which 
•they  attribute  the  firft  impulfe  of  the  French  towards  liberty  ? 

It  is  wifhed  to  perfuade  you  that  it  is  eafy  to  fubftitute  here- 
ditary and  conftitutional  government :  and  no  mention  is  made 
•cither  of  the  deathlike  war  which  the  juft  refinance  of  the  defpair- 
■lug  republican  would  produce,  nor  of  the  difficulty  of  re-efta- 
birthing  the  inequality  of  condition,  and  the  feudal  inftitutioiiF, 
which  form  the  bafis  of  monarchies;  nor  of  the  difficulty  of  draw- 
ing, the  national  property  from  the  hands  of  thofe  who  have  ac- 
quired it  under  the  guarantee  of  the  laws  ;  nor  of  the  fanguinary 
•Conteft  that  would  arife  between  the  pretenders.  Who  does  not  fee 
that  an  age  would  fcarcely  end  the  fingle  quarrel  of  the  dynafties 
pretending  to  the  throne?  Who  does  not  fee  that  a  king.could 
fiot  be  delivered  from  his  uneafinefs  until  he  had  let  out  the  lad 
drop  of  the  blood  of  freemen  ?  Have  you  filled  any  employment 
in  the  republic  ?  You  will  be  profcribed.  Have  you  flown  to  the 
frontiers  to  defend  it?  You  will  be  profcribed.  Have  you  any 
information,  aay  talent  ?  You  will  he  profcribed.  Have  you  ac- 
■  qtiirfed  any -national  property  ?  You  and  your  children  will  be  pro- 
scribed. Yes,  you  will  all  perifh,  except  thofe  who,  plunged 
inty  abfolute  ignorance,  would  be  referved  to  cultivate  the  glebe  of 
their  lord  under  a  rod  of  iron. 

In  vain,  to  obtain  pardon  from  the  new  tyrant,  would  you 
produce  a  proof  of  fome  cowardly  fervices  rendered  in  fee  ret  to 
the  monarchy,  and  of  your  treafons  towards  the  republic:  you 
*ould  only  die  with  greater  ignominy.  Your  perfonal  enemies 
Would  foon  find  crimes  againft  you :  others  would  haften  to  de- 
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Yiounce  you,  in  order  to  redeem  themfclves.  Such  was,  at  alt 
times,  and  in  all  countries,  the  frightful  policy  of  banifhed  kings, 
who,  by  means  of  meanncfs  and  hypocrify,  were  enabled  to 
afcend  the  throne :  do  you  think  they  would  become  more  hu- 
mane? 

Ye$,  we  fwear  by  the  facred  depofit  of  the*  power  which  the 
conftitution  has  placed  for  a  time  in  our  hands,  that  all  attempt! 
to  deftroy  the  republic  (hall  be  vain;  and  thofe  who  labour  few 
that  purpofe  (hall  meet  with  that  death  which  they  are  preparing 
for  the  republicans.  The  firft  magiftrates  of  the  republic  may  be 
divided  in  opinion  upon  fome  means  of  affirming  it ;  but  the) 
will  be  always  found  united  when  it  is  neceffary  to  defend  it. 

They  will  do  more :  every  day  they  will  endeavour  -to  make  it 
more  beloved.  They  know  that  fear  is  the  arm  of  defpots,  thai 
love  and  confidence  alone  are  the  arm  of  popular  governments. 

Di  Hen  lions  willceafc  when  a  part  (hall  no  longer  be  difquieted 
by  the  fear  of  royalifm,  when  the  red  (hall  no  longer  be  difquftjted 
by  the  menaces  of  anarchy.  Peace  will  be  realized  when  tin 
enemies  of  the  republic  (hall  know  that  they  will  find  no  fupport 
among  us,  when  each  of  us  (hall  be  well  convinced  that  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  the  people  confifts  in  the  extinction  of  all  parties ;  thai 
they  wi(h  for  tranquillity ;  that  they  are  tired  with  being  the  fpofl 
of  the  paftions  and  of  the  vain  promifes  of  the  fad  ions,  who  have 
by  turns  milled  them.  The  people  compare  their  condition  tc 
that  in  which  they  were  twenty  months  ago;  they  feel  ho* 
much  it  is  ameliorated;  that  it  will  be  belter  Hill  when  we  dial 
turn  our  attention  exclufively  to  the  means  of  profperity,  of  poli- 
tical economy,  of  ideas  almoft  wholly  abforbed  by  views  at  leaf 
unfcafonable :  they  conclude  that  the  conftitution  which  (hower 
its  benefits  upon  them  is  good,  and  become  wife  at  their  expenfe 
they  refpeft  the  government  which  they  have  chofen ;  they  hafe 
thofe  who  wilh  again  to  make  them  tear  out  their  entrails  wit] 
their  own  hands. 

Ceafe  then,  oh  Frenchmen  !  to  follow  chimeras  ;  let  this  day 
?n-  forerunner  of  that,  upon  which  the  republic  was  founded 
dl5ipate  vain  alarms.  Recognife  that  you  are  under  the  fam< 
fanners;  that  you  defend  a  common  caufe ;  that  you  have  ih 
•nor*  favour  to  expeft  from  thofe  whofe  tyranny  you  have  de 
Mioyec?;  and  do  not  difuuite  when  there  only  remains  for  yoi 
to  enjoy  the  truits  of  your  labours,  and  the  dignity  of  you 
ftiftinv. 


Spec* 
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Sj/nch  in  the  CouHcll  of  Five  Hundred  of  the  Prcjident  Dumolard, 
upon  the  Anniverfary  of  the  ioth  of Auguft. 

*THE  cannon  of  the  10th  of  Auguft  will  refound  to  future  ages. 
■*■  It  overthrew  an  ancient  throne,  together  with  the  enfeebled 
conftitution  by  which  it  was  fupported.  "It  has  opened  to  France 
a  new  deftiny.  It  has  been  the  prelude  to  that  long  train  of 
memorable  events  which  feem  to  accumulate  many  ages  in  a  very 
limited  period.  Let  us  abandon  to  hiftory  the  care  of  pourt ray- 
ing the  paflions  which  have  led  to  and  followed  the  epoch,  the 
memory  of  which  we  this  day  celebrate.  Efcaped,  as  by  a  mi- 
racle; from  revolutionary  fury,  let  us  abjure  our  refentments; 
fet  us  facrifice,  without  murmuring,  upon  the  akar  of  our  coun- 
try, our  hatred  and  divifions.  You,  who,  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft, 
defired  the  republic,  your  wifhes  are  fatisfied !  The  republic  is 
there  crowned  with  the  laurels  of  viflory,  diverted  of  the  horrors 
of  anarchy!  You,  who  defired  a  tutelary  and  vigorous  govern- 
ment, your  wifhes  are  accomplifhed  !  Such  a  government  exifts, 
and  grows  every  day  ftronger  by  maintaining  the  reign  of  juftice! 
You  imprudent  men,  who,  by  the  hope  of  an  ideal  amelioration, 
dared  to  lift  your  facrilegious  hands  again  ft  our  conftitution,  think 
on  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  which  will  fpeak  to  you  more  eloquently 
than  I  can.  Dread  a  2d  of  September,  a  31ft  of  May,  anew 
Hobefpierre.  The  triumphant  party  would  plunge  us  in  another 
revolution,  which  we  cannot  think  of  without  (huddering  with 
norjor,  A  plan  of  a  new  revolution  had  no  other  fource  than  the 
mouth  of  calumny.  It  could  not  be  conceived  by  any  of  us.  To 
anfwer  fuch  malevolence,  it  is  fufficient,  Citizens  Reprefenta- 
tives,  to  obferve  the  fame  conduct  you  have  hitherto  adopted  in 
Ac  midft  of  the  hoft  of  menaces  with  which  you  have  been  be- 
fieged.  Crime  ftalks  abroad  feeking  for  blood ;  but  its  guilty 
vigilance,  its  impious  third,  lhall  be  difappointcd.  Hiftory  fhall 
%,  the  legiflative  body  did  not  deiire  a  mournful  victory.  The 
fentiments  of  the  army  were  known  to  it,  they  were  enlightened 
hy  wife  laws,  and  the  expectations  of  Crime  were  confounded. 

The  enemy  fmiles  with  a  ferocious  joy  at  the  appearance  of  our 
divifions,  and  perhaps  his  perfidy  foments  them ;  but  let  him 
know  that  there  are  no  longer  any  divifions  among  us,  iince  we 
tare  invoke  the  rights  of  the  country.  -  It  is  by  our  union  that  our 
length  is  eftablifhed,  and  that  we  fhall  arrive  at  that  ftate  of  peace 
which  we  are  accufed  of  rejecting,  and  which  our  wifties  have  fo 
long  and  fo  ardently  defired.  The  ioth  of  Auguft,  1792,  faw 
the  fall  of  a  throne  which  had  endured  fourteen  ages.  Happy 
France !  if  the  return  of  this  epoch  lhould  promote  the  union  of 
W  fentiments,  and  (hew  to  Europe  the  conftituted  authorities  of 
^c  French  government,  upheld  by  confidence  and  juftice ! 


(  iu  ) 

Proclamation  to  the  Armies  of  the  Republic,  and  to  the  Divifion  of 

m.  the- Interior. 

TjRAVE  armies  and  divifions — being  called  to  the  office  of 
•*■*  minifter,  I  am  anxious  to  inform  you,  that  my  mod  arrest 
wifh  i%  to  convince  you  of  the  foltcitude  1  entertain  on  your 
account.  A  witnefs  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war  to  your 
unconquerable  valour,  and  to  that  generous  felf-denial  in  favour 
of  our  country,  I  imitaie  this  felf-denial  in  accepting  the  honour- 
able, but  laborious  and  difficult  fun £1  ions,  to  which  I  have  been 
appointed.  Intrepid  foldiers,  .you  have  attained  the  height  of 
heroifm,  and  placed  the  French  republic  in  the  firft  rank  of 
the  empires  of  the  world.  Your  constancy  in  the.micift  of  want, 
which  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty  alone  could  render  tolerable,  ha* 
thrown  our  enemies  into  a  ftate  of  aftoniihment,  mingled  with 
fear,  and  has  at  the  fame  time  excited  the  higheft  affection  in  the 
boforas  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Though,  on  fome  occafions,  I 
can  boalt  to  have  (bared  with  you  in  your  glorious  labours,  and 
though  1  know  how  to  eftimate  the  repeated  facrifices  which  yon 
are  making  for  your  country,  I  lhall  not  confider  myfelf  at  tfyc 
pinnacle  oi  my  wi  flies,  nor  reap  the  fruits  of  my  labours,  until  I 
(hall  have  made  you  partakers  of  the  bounty  which  is  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  government.  Generals,  officers,  and  foldiefs,  four 
ancient  comrade  is  defirous  of  confecrating  his  latter  days  to  the 
promotion  of  your  happinefs ;  let  him  among  you  who  thinks  hd 
has  reafon  to  complain  of  injuftice,  addrefs  himfelf  to  me ;  juft 
and  impartial  towards  all,  I  will  lay  his  complaints  before  govern- 
ment, who  require,  who  command  me  to  be  juft  and  equitable. 
Faithful  to  the  principles  which  have  always  directed  you,  you 
will  never  ceafe  to  be  as  formidable  to  our  enemies,  as  fubmiifive 
to  our  laws  ;  as  proud  in  combat,  as  fevere  obfervers  of  military 
difcip'ine.  You  have  all  fworn  to  be  faithful  to  the  conftitution 
©f  the  third  year;  as  you  have  commanded  victory  to  be  faithful 
to  your  itandards,  let  the  words,  "  The  conftitution  of  the  third 
year,  and  victory/'  be  the  rallying  cry  in  the  all  republican  ranks : 
you  will  thus  lay  the  foundation  for  ages  of  glory  and  profperity 
for  France,  and  you  will  force  aftoniflied  Europe  at  laft  to  accept 
peace,  which  is  the  only  object  of  your  labours,  and  to  refpeel 
the  fovereignty  of  a  republic,  of  which  you  and  your  illuftrioufi 
chiefs  are  the  founders  and  fcipporters. 

(Signed)  Sc her er,  Minifter  of  War.- 


Addrefs  of  General  Bernadottes  Divifion  to  the  Executive  Direclorp 

HP  HE  republican  conftitution  feems  menaced.     Our  feeling  and 

■*     generous  fouls  are  unwilling  to  believe  it  \  but,  if  the  fact 

is  true — if  the  confpirators  have  formed  the  defign  to  lay  their  facri- 
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tegious  hands  upon  the  government,  which  is  the  depofitory  of 
the  laws,  and  the  fafeguard  of  the  people,  (peak.    To  preferve  a 
longer  filence  would  be  weaknefs,  and  would  render  our  enemies 
more  infolent.     The  fame  arms  which  have  fecured  the  national 
independence,  the  chiefs  which  have  led  on  their  legions,  dill 
exift.     With  fuch  fupports,  with  fuch  fafeguards,  you  have  only 
toexprefs  the  wifli  in  order  to  erafe  the  confpirators  from  the  lifts 
of  the  living.     You  are  refponfible  to  us  for  the  execution  of  the 
conftitution.     You  ought  to  prote&  our  families,  and  to  fecure 
us  a  tranquil  and  peaceable  old  age.     What  claims  then  have  you 
not  upon  our  obedience  ? 
Follow  the  fignatures  of  the  whole  citizens  compofing  the 
diviiion. 


JUirefs  of  the  French  Divifion  in  ci-devant  Lom  hardy,  commanded  hj 
General  Fignolle,  to  the  Executive  Directory. 

'THE  troops  in  the  French  divifion  in  ci-devant  Lombardy, 
*  no  lefs  penetrated  with  indignation  than  their  brothers  in 
urns  of  the  other  divisions,  to  learn  the  evils  which  are  conftantly 
fprtad  over  the  country  by  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  who, 
while  they  invoke  the  principles  of  humanity,  daily  belie  their 
profeflbrs  by  the  mod  criminal  intrigues ;  we  haften,  therefore. 
Citizens  Dire£tors,  to  aflure  you  that  we  will  never  permit  them 
to  overthrow  with  impunity  the  conftitution  which  we  have  all 
faorn  to  maintain  and  defend  at  the  rifle  of  our  lives.  We  join  to 
thefe  fentiments  this  oath,  engraved  for  ever  upon  our  hearts : 
"  Implacable  war  to  the  royalifts,  to  the  anarchifts,  and,  without 
exception,  to  all  the  enemies  of  the  republic." 

Signed  by  the  whole  divifion. 


Aidrefs  of  Angereaus  Divifion  to  their  Brothers  in  Arms  of  the  Army 

of  the  Interior. 

l^EN,  covered  with  ignominy,  thirfting  for  vengeance,  and 
loaded  with  crimes,  promote  agitation,  and  devife  plots  in 
Ac  tnidft  of  Paris,  at  the  moment  when  we  have  triumphed  at 
the  gates  of  Vienna.  They  wifli  to  inundate  the  country  with 
Wood,  to  rend  it  with  alarms,  to  facrihee  again  to  the  demon  of  civil 
*»r,  and,  marching  by  the  fepulchral  light  of  the  torch  of  difcord 
and  fanaticifm,  to  reach  through  mountains  of  alhes  and  of 
murdered  carcafes,  that  liberty  which  they  abhor,  becaufe  we  are 
h*  defenders.  Can  we  coolly  behold  the  progrefs  of  their  crimi- 
nal intrigues  ?  Ah !  let  them  ceafe  to  indulge  fuch  hopes.  Too 
kng  have  we  reprefled  our  indignation*  We. depended  upon  the 
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laws,  and  the  laws  are  Client.     Who  will  fpeak  now,  if  we  do 
not  break  filence  ?    The  refpedfc  we  owed  them  flints  our  mouths^ 
their  danger  compels  us  to  fpeak.     But  who  can  calculate  the 
infamy  of  the  means  employed  by   thefc    infamous  friends  of 
royalty  ?     Follow  them  through  all  their  progref?.     With  Ma- 
chiavel  in  their  hand,  they  ever  ihape  their  dark  and  lurking 
defigns.      Is  the  continuance  of   the  war  advantageous  to  us  J 
They  invoke   peace.      Their  fenfible   and  generous   fouls  are 
melted  into  pity  at  our  fufFerings.     Let  us  put  a  period,  in  plain- 
tive accents,  they  exclaim,  to  the  calamities  of  the  world ;  and  . 
crocodile  tears  moiften  their  parched  checks.     Vi&ory  at  length 
prornifes  to  beflow  that  peace  fo  much  de fired  ;  but  it  lhalL  be 
glorious,  it  (hall  reft  ore  to  their  homes  millions  of  auftere  and 
courageous  republicans.     We  mud  protract  that  period,  exclaim 
at  this  moment  the  confpirators  of  Clichy  ;  and  at  one  blow  they 
.endeavour  tc  deprive  the  government  of  the  refpeft  with,  which  jt 
was  invefted  by  our  viftories,  and  of  the  means  of  our  fubfift- 
ence.     Madmen !  As  if  it  were  poffible  to  reduce  by  famine  five 
hundred  thoufand  men  with  bayonets  in  their  hands.    Meanwhile, 
by  corruption  and  by  the  poignard,  they  fmooth  the  way  to  the 
throne  for  their  ridiculous  pretender*     We  have  heard  the  grotfts 
of  our  companions,  murdered  by  their  execrable  daggers ;  they 
refound  in  our  hearts.     Their  manes  wander  through  our  mourn- 
ful camps,  and  their  piteous  accents  mingle  with  the  fhrieks  of 
the  birds  of  night;  they  fummon  us  to  arms,  they  torment  1&0 
in  our  dreams,  they  haunt  us  when  we  awake.     Reft  in  peace,  ye 
who  have  fallen  by  the  cannon  of  defpots,  or  perifticd  on  the 
fcarFold  of  the  fa&ious,  or  by  the  poignards  of  the  ferocious 
partifans  of  monarchy!    Reft  in  peace,  ye  facred  vi&ims.     The 
clanging  fteel  is  ready  to  knell  the  hour  of  vengeance.     Conlpir 
rators!  is  it  true  then,  that  you  wifh  for  war?     You  fliall  have 
it,  fcoundrels,  you  (hall  have  it.     But  can  you  doubt  a  moment 
the  lot  that  awaits  you  ?     What  can  you  expeS  from  an  unequal 
poriteft  ?     You  have,  we  admit,  the  advantage  of  number.      1  au 
are  artful,  cunning,  perfidious.     But  you  are  ft  ill  more  daftardly 
than  you  are  'wicked ;  while  we  have  on  our  fide  our  fwords, 
virtue,  courage,  the  remembrance  of  our  victories,  and  the  irre- 
fiftible  enthufiafm  of  liberty  ;  and  you,  contemptible  inftruments 
df  the  crimes  of  your  mailers !  you,  who  in  your  frenzy  dare  to 
think  yourfclves  forces,  when  you  are  only  vile  reptiles!  you, 
who  make  it  a  crime  in  us  to  have  protected  your  property,  to 
have  removed  from  your  walls  the  fcourge  of  war,  to  have  faved 
our  country  I  you,  in  fine,  who  have  afcribed  contempt,  outrage, 
and  death,  to  the  defenders  of  the  republic,  tremble !     From  the 
Adige  to  the  Rhine,  and  to  the  Seine,  is  but  a  ftep :    tremble ! 
Of  our  iniquities  are  numbered,  and  the  punifhment  is  at  the  point 
~  our  bayonets.     And  you,  governmept,  you  to  which  we  are 
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tinted  by  the  laws,  and  which  we  are  willing  to  defend  if  the 
hazard  of  our  lives,  turn  your  eyes  to  the  friends  of  their  country  i 
proteft  them,  they  are  yours.     They  all  wifh  to  enjoy  the  con- 
futation of  the  third  year,  which  they  have  accepted,  and  have 
fworji  to  maintain  in  its  integrity.   They  defire  neither  faSions  n6r 
revolutions ;    nor  troubles,  nor  calamities ;  founders  of  the  re* 
public*  they  who  wifh  to  be  fubje&  to  its  laws,  to  cherifh,  to 
defend  them,  and  to  die  fooner  than  allow  them  to  be  violated* 
Comrades  of  the  interior,  wc  are  carried  away  by  the  warmth 
which  the  fubjeft  infpires.    We  do  not  fpeak  to  you,  we  fpeak- 
with  you  •  .  .     The  army  of  Italy  is  the  fitter  of  all  the  reft.     It 
joins  hands  with  them  in  fpite  of  mountains,  rivers;  and  if  the 
conftitution  be  menaced,  if  the  royal  ids  dare  to  accept  the  combat, 
think  of  she  precious  depofit. which  is  entniftedto  you.     Defend" 
the  laws  and  the  government.     Confider  that  you  are  only  the) 
advapqed'  guard  of  the  phalanxes  of  liberty,  and  that  we  march 
behind  you  determined  to  conquer. 

Signed  by  the  whole  divifibn. 

\     '         _■ 
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A        Citizens  Directors,  24  Thermidor  (Augujl  1 1).  , 

1  PROFOUNDLY  affiled  by  the  evils  heaped  upon  the  re- 
»!.  public,  and  by  the  progrefsof  royalifm,  the  army  of  Italy  has 
n  prafented  addreffes,  fupplicating  you  to  adopt  the  proper  meafures 
■':  fpr  confolidating  the  conftitution,  which  is  now  fhaken  to  its 
■J  balis.  Witnefles,  and,  in  a  manner  the  viftims  of  the  aflaflina- 
'?  tions  committed  by  the  murderers  of  the  fouth,  the  conquerors  of 
i-odi  and  Areola  befought  you  to  protect  their  relations,  daily 
immolated  by  the  daggers  of  thofe  atrocious  ruffians  who  are 
armed  by  the  prieftsand  the  fupporters  of  the  ancient  tyranny. 

More  patient,  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle  has  not 
hitherto  communicated  to  you  the  grief  which  it  has  felt.  J3utf 
Citizens  Directors,  there  is  a  time  for  every  thing,  and  the  rnea- 
fere  is  now  full.  We  have  heard  the  appeal  which  the  divifions 
of  Angereait,  Joubert,  &c.  have  made  to  you — we  fuffer  like 
them.  If,  deeply  interefted  by  the  dangers  of  their  country,  they 
he  ready. to  march  into  the  heart  of  the  republic,  to  flop  the  efFufton 
of  the  blood  that  inundates  it,  you  may  be  allured  that  we  fhall 
flot  remain  indolent  fpe&ators  of  their  labours. 

With  t;he  refpeft  which  is  due  to  the  firft  magiftrates  of  a  free 
people,  we  fupplicate  you  to  do  juftice  to  our  claims,  to  make 
them  known  to  the  patriotic  members  of  both  councils,  that,  in 
concert  with  you,  they  may  confider  of  fome  remedy  which  ma^ 
he  inftantly  applied. 
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Having  conquered"  two-thirds  of  military  Europe,  how  could! 
it  be  conceived  that  our  enemies  (hould  dare  to  imagine  they  had 
gained  their  caufe  ?  They  have,  however,  obtained  a  great  part 
of  what  they  demanded.  In  a  fhort  time,  the  monarchy  would 
have  been  eitabliihed.  What  a  dreadful  profpe&  is  prefented  to 
us  by  the  firft  proceedings  of  the  prefent  legiilature ! 

Citizens  Directors,  notwithftanding  your  folic  itudes,  the  chil- 
dren of  the  republic,  its  fupporters,  are  vilified  in  the  interior, 
and  are  deftitute  of  every  thing  upon  the  frontiers  which  their 
courage  alone  has  given  to  their  country.  The  objects  which 
ought  chiefly  to  have  fixed  the  attention  of  our  legiftators  have 
been  put  afide ;  and,  far  from  following  the  line  of  condu& 
which  the  happinefs  of  the  people  prefcribed  to  them,  they  have 
dwelt  upon  the  mod  frivolous  topics.  Many  of  them  have  been 
exclufively  employed  in  gratifying  the  moft  odious  paflions.  The 
public  good,  which  ought  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  has  been 
replaced  by  a  thirfr.  of  vengeance.  Ail  that  love  of  liberty  that 
characterised  the  former  aflemblies  of  the  republic,  is  extinguish- 
ed. The  conflitntion,  and  the  facred  rights  of  the  people,  are 
no  longer  refpedted. — Who  knows  but,  one  of  thefe  days,  they 
will  order  us  to  go  to  mafs  ? — they  have  already  made  us  faft  !" 

Our  finances,  fo  much  mifmanaged,  were  almoft  exhaufted. 
A  civil  war  was  fcarcely  terminated  in  the  weft,  when  another 
recommenced  in  the  fouth.  Foreign  agents  endeavoured  eVCry 
where  to  mi  (lead  the  public  mind.  What  has  been  done  to 
remedy  thefe  evils  ?  More  than  twenty  fittings  of  the  council  of 
Five  Hundred  have  been  employed  in  hearing  reports  on  priefts,  oft 
bells,  and  on  emigrants!  Emigrants  and  priefts!  Tnofe  whpt 
delivered  Toulon  to  the  Englifh,  and  Alface  to  the  Imperialists ; 
thofe  who  have  involved  ns  in  war,  and  all  its  miferies,  have 
been  recalled  by  a  decree,  welcomed,  and  honoured.  The  bells 
muft  be  re-eftabliflied,  while  no  plan  of  finance  is  adopted,  and 
though  the  defenders  of  the  country  ihould  want  every  neceflary. 
The  pay  of  all  the  armies  is  feveral  months  in  arrear,  and  no 
clothes  are  delivered  to  them.  The  hofpitals  are  not  attended  to, 
and  our  lick  and  wounded  brethren  die  for  want  of  proper  fupport 
and  afliftance*  Are  the  civil  hofpitals  better  fupplied  ?  What 
are  the  bells  to  us  ? 

The  conquerors  are  naked,  and  defeat  has  been  profitable  only 
to  the  vanquilhed.  In  feveral  quarters,  proviilons  have  confbmtly 
and  totally  failed.  If  the  troops  have  fubfifted,  it  was  only  by 
depriving  tl.e  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  in  which  they  were,  of 
fome  of  the  articles  neceflary  to  their  exiftence.  What  would  be 
thought,  then,  if  we  (hould  fpeak  of  the  milliard,  which  was 
promifed  ns  vtiili  Co  much  earneftnefs  when  our  fervices  were 
Wanted  ?  None  of  us  can  any  longer  rely  on  the  pavment  of  it  j  and 
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it  even  Appears,  that  the  only  reward  they  refcrve  for  us  is  (name 
and  contempt. 

But  private  intereft  would  ftill  be  filcnt,  were  not  the  honour  of 
the  country  concerned.  How  have  the  defenders  of  the  country 
been  treated  in  the  interior  ?  Worfe,  even  than  the  foldiers  of 
Conde,  whom  they  have  beaten.  They  have  been  vilified  in  one 
place,  profcribed  or  aflaflinated  in  another,  and  every  where  inh- 
ibited, when  they  appeared  in  the  moft  refpe&able  of  uniforms.- 
No,  Citizens  Dire&ors !  we  have  not  renounced  the  honour  of 
being  French  citizens :  we  know  what  is  due  to  us — degradation 
belongs  not  to  our  chara&er.  But  even  the  legiflative  body,  in 
debating  for  five  days  upon  the  march  of  the  troops  which  palled- 
within  twelve  leagues  or  them,  have  proved  that  they  viewed  us 
only  with  terror,  we  may  even  fay  with  horror !  Are  we,  then, 
foreign  troops,  or  enemies  of  public  liberty,  that  they  treat  us  with 
fo  much  feverity  ?  We  founded  and  we  maintained  that  liberty, 
and  no  power  in  the  univerfe  (hall  tear  it  from  us.  Ought  we  not 
to  be  aftonifhed  when  we  are  declaimed  again  ft  in  the  national 
tribunal  by  emigrants,  the  pretended  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
whom  they  dete ft? 

Royal  terror  has  been  fubftituted  to  an  anarchical  terror,  of 
which  we  are  equally  the  enemies.  Such  are  its  cfFedls,  that  the 
tribunals  every  where  acquit  affaflins  arid  confpirators,  while  they 
ftrike  without  pity  all  who  are  fufpefled  of  patriotism,  of  being 
purchafers.  of  national  property,  or  merely  of  being  moderate 
friends  of  the  conftrtution.  In  fupport  of  what  wc  advance,  we 
refer  to  the  judgment  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  confpirators 
Brottier,  Dunan,  arid  Lavileheurnois,  the  known  agents  of 
Louis  XVIII.  and  that  in  favour  of  the  prieft  Poule,  who  at- 
tempted  the  life  of  the  reprefentative  of  the  people  Syeyes.  The 
purchafers  of  national'  eftates  are  every  where  plundered,  and  ex- 
cluded from  offices  of  truft  ;  while  the  emigrants,  recalled  by  new 
laws,  exercife  almoft  every  public  fun  (Hon.  So  great  indeed  is 
the  effefl:  of  this  royal  terror,  that  when  the  law  upon  political 
and  literary  aflemblies  Was  prefented  to  the  council  of  Five 
Hundred,  it  was  pafled  without  the  neceffary  forms  being  obferved. 
One  member  only  'offered  to  fpeak  againft  that  violation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  but  he  was  not  heard  !  It  belongs  to  the 
prefent  period  alone  to  have  produced  fuch  examples. 

Ten  ihoufand  officers,  who  have  no  reward  for  their  fervices 
but  the  wounds  with  which  they  are  covered,  languifh  in  the 
interior,  without  fupport  and  without  fuccour. 

What  fate,  then,  awaits  thofe  whofe  zeal  has  fo  long  detained  and 
ftill  detains  them  under  the  ftandard  of  liberty  ?  We  know  already, 
that  feveral  officers  have  been  replaced  by  men  who  are  not  known 
iff  the  republican  armies  ; — others  will  foon  be  replaced  by  thofq 
emigrants  whom  they  have  combated.     Our  enemies  no  longer 
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difgulfe  this  plan,  which  they  have  begun  to  carry  into  effe&« 
In  the  debate  upon  the  gendarmerie,  did  not  feveral  members  of 
the  council  of  Five  Hundred  declare,  that  it  was  neceifary  to  place 
at  the  head  of  that  corps  all  the  officers  who  had  ferved  in  it  before 
the  revolution,  whatever  might  be  their  opinions?  We  are  then 
about  to  fee  the  ariftocrats  and  the  royal i its  reftored  to  their  com- 
mands— all  thofe  who  fled  to  the  different  courts  of  Europe,,  aflc- 
ing  alms  ot  the  enemies  of  their  country — thofe,  in -fine,  whom, 
we  have  tor  fix  years  combated*  It  has  been  faid  in  the  tribute 
of  the  council  of  Ancients,  that  all  thofe  who  poircifed  virtue  apd 
talents  waited  only  for  the  propitious  moment  in  which  they 
might  return  to  the  fei  vice  of  their  country. — What,  then,  do  we 
pqffefs? — wounds  I  If,  ther,  we  boaft  no  titled  anceftry— if.yrc 
have  neither  gold,  nor  atFc&ion  for  kings — it  is  not  for  us. Jo 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace !  Noble  fcoundrels,  who  concealed 
themfelvcs  during  the  war,  are  about  to  replace  us !  ..f  ,.< 

We  had  reafon  to  expe£t,  from  the  French  blood  thai  tun 
been  every  where  fhed,  and  the  innumerable  facrifices  that  we., 
have  made  to  our  country,  a  folid  and  glorious  peace:  but  what 
enemy  will  treat  with  us  while  they  fee  us  agitated  by  a  powerful, 
faction,  which  they  are  convinced  will  deprive  us  of  all  means  of 
continuing  the  war,  which  difgraces  us,  and  would  even,  deliver, 
pur  frontiers  to  their  cohorts,  when  henceforth  no  plan  can  tje> 
formed  until  the  utility  of  it  is  difcufled  at  the  tribune  ?  No  I 
under  thefe  circum fiances  we  cannot  have  peace. 

Thefe  gentlemen,  we  doubt  not,  wifh  that  the  lad  of  us  fliould 
remain  upon  the  frontiers,  and  expiate,  by  our  death,  the  crirjrc 
of  having  vanquiflied  the  kings,  their  protectors.  O  country  !  O: 
defenders  of  the  country!  you  are  then  about  to  be  delivered  by; 
thofe  detefrable  beings  to  the  fatellites  of  tyranny.  The  defpots* 
whom  you  have  fo  often  humbled,  are  about  to  put  their  yoke  of  • 
iron  over  thofe  brave  heads  which  have  been  covered  with  fo  many, 
laurels.  Perfidious  wretches!  they  fpeak  of  their  attachment  tG 
the  conftitution,  which  they  undermine — which  they  tear  leaf  by 
leaf,  while  they  continue  to  invoke  it.  No,  Citizens  Directors  ! 
we  will  not  endure  this.  We  require  other  pledges  than  hy- 
pocritical proteftations— we  are  fatigued  with  vain  promifes ! 

Followed  by  the  fignatures. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Anger eau>  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  i  fth  Divifion,  to  the  Officers 

and  Soldiers  of  that  Divifion* 

Citizens, 

'T^HE  love  of  order  and  attention  to  your  duties,  were  a  fuffici- 
"*■  ent  guarantee  to  me,  that  you  would  never  have  been  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  your  fuperiors,  whom  the  law  direds  you  to  refpeft, 
arid  to  whom  you  owe  obedience  in  every  thing  that  relates  to 
military  difcipline,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  public  fervice. 
Neverthelefs  fome  complaints  have  reached  me,  again  ft  fome  of 
the  military  ftationed  at  Paris  :  they  are  a  proof  of  the  di (regard 
of  principle  on  the  part  of  fome  individuals  who  make  a  part  of 
the  armed  force. 

Liften,  fellow-foidiers,  to  what  my  known  duty  and  attachment 
to  you  dire&  me  to  fay.     The  armed  force  fhould  give  protection 
.    to  all  perfons,  and  caufe  property  to  be  refpeded.     Such  is  the 
end  of  its  inftitution  ;  it  is  the  foundation  of  the  focial  compact, 
to  which,  as  citizens,  you  are  ftrongly  attached  ;  and  which,  as 
defenders  of  liberty,  you  have  fworn  to  maintain  :  it  is  the  lan- 
guage of  a  true  and  fincere  friend  to  order  and  the  laws ;  it  is  the 
|     expreffion  of  the  general  who  has  the  honour  to  command  freemen, 
and  men  worthy  of  being  fo.     Recoiled  that  honour,  the  faithful 
and  only  guide  of  the  French  foldicr,  would  lofe  its  value,  if 
(      thcfe  principles  were  not  the  rule  of  your  conduft:  it  would  not 
belong  exclufively  to  you,  if  you  fufFered  among  you  men  who 
would  allow  themfelves  to  be  guided  by  wicked  perfons,  who  are 
oply  arixious  to  oppofe  you  to  the  peaceable  citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  creating  di  (Tendons  fatal  to  liberty  and  public  fafety.    The 
mifconduft  or  error  of  one  individual  might  involve  in  it  the 
honour  of  a  demi»brigade,  of  a  regiment,  might  incur  difgrace, 
aad  produce  much  prejudice  againft  the  military  profeflion.     You 
are  not  ignorant  that  fome  rafcals  have  a  (Tamed  a  military  drefs, 
,.     fo  order  to  commit  crimes  that  malevolence  has  wickedly  attri- 
buted to  the  foldiers. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  no  foldier  may  hereafter  be  accufed 
through-  pique  or  paflion,  and  in  order  tp  leave  to  the  confpirators 
that  'ihame  attendant  on  crime,  and  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  their 
plots,  it  is  ordered  that  the  commanders  of  corps  fhould  caufe  a 
toll-call  to  be  macle  in  the  refpe&ive  quarters  by  the  officers  and 
fiibalterns,  to  caufe  the  (rrifleft  vigilance  to  be  obferved,  and  to 
fee  themfelves  that  tine  military  difcipline  be  rigoroufly  attended  to. 
Thofe  foldiers  who,  after  the  drum  has  beaten  to  quarters,  fliall 
be  miffing  at  the  time  of  roll-call,  or  be  abfent  from  quarters 
°*  barracks,  fhall  immediately  be  arretted,  fent  to  prifon,  and  be 
fought  before  the  military  council  of  the  diviiion,  in  order  to  be 
JMdged  conformably  to  law. 


(  *s*  ) 

The  commanders  of  corps  are  perfonally  refponfible  for  the 
execution  of  the  prefent  order. 

The  General  and  Commander  in  chief, 

(Signed)  Angereau. 


General  Hoche  to  the  Editors  of  the  Journal  di  Paris* 

Wetzlaer>  25  Thermidor  (Augufl  Ifc). 

^  OU  have  given  an  account  of  a  fitting  of  the  council  of  Fine 
•*■  Hundred,  in  which  a  citizen  Delarue  has  faid  many  things 
refpe&ing  me,  which  he  knows  to  be  falfe.  I  beg  of  you— 1 
demand  it  even,  in  the  name  of  impartiality,  that  you  infert  the 
following  letter  in  the  next  number  of  your  paper. 

L.  Hochs. 


General  Hoche  to  the  American  Citizen  B ,  at  Paris* 

fPetzlaer,  24  Thermidor  (Auguji  11). ' 

1  BLUSH,  Sir,  at  the  quefhon  you  put  to  me,  in  your  letter 
of  the  1 8th  current.  The  afylum  you  offer  me  in  the  bofom  of 
your  family,  is  a  flrong  pledge  of  your  friendfhip  ;  but  I  prefer 
remaining  with  my  own.  Had  I  been  one  moment  criminal,  the 
next  fhould  have  feen  my  puni foment.  Remember,  that  % 
Frenchman  would  not  have  had  fo  prompt  an  explanation  from 
me.  I  reply  to  your  letter,  while  the  departure  of  the  courier 
prefles  me  for  time. 

1  ft,  When  an  officer  would  march  to  a  town,  he  takes  the 
moft  direft  road  \  he  does  not  fcparate  from  his  troops ;  he  re- 
mains with  them. 

2d,  I  directed  the  troops  (in  confequence  of  the  orders  of 
government,  for  doubtlefs  I  wras  not  required  to  embark  alone) 
to  march  to  Breft,  Alen<jon,  and  Chartres.  The  minifter  at  war 
was  informed  of  the  movements — I  defy  any  perfon  to  maintain 
the  contrary  before  the  tribunals. 

3d,  I  no  more  thought  of  fending  the  troops  to  St.  Denys  or 
Etampcs,  than  citizen  Delarue.  I  defy  any  one  to  (hew  a& 
order  of  mine,  for  marching  them  towards  either  of  thefe  towns. 

4th,  Extravagant  expenfes  have  fo  exhaufted  the  funds  of  the 
departments,  that  no  part  of  the  pay  has  been  paid.  Two  montha 
remain  due  to  the  army. 

5th,  With  regard  to  the  contributions,  the  accounts  relative 
to  them  have  been  fent  to  be  printed  :  they  will  appear  immedi* 
ately  after  the  orders  for  marching  are  given  to  the  troops. 

6th,  I  left  you  on  the  8th,  in  the  morning  ;  and  1  wrote  to  you 
on  the  1 2th  from  Cologne. 

7^f 
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7th,  On  t^S  fame  day  (the  8th)  the  Direflory  pafted  an  arret, 
approving  my  conduct.  I  (lopped  the  troops  in  the  frontier  de- 
partments. I  challenge  any  one  to  produce  an  order  of  the 
Dire&ory,  not  merely  for  making  them  withdraw,  but  Gmply  for 
ftopping  them. 

8th,  Were  you  a  military  man,  or  were  you  even  a  Frenchman, 
I  (hould  laugh  at  your  queftions.  Our  regiments  of  dragoons, 
when  complete,  have  nine  hundred  men. 

Four  regiments,  then,  form  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  men ; 
but  after  fix  years  war,  the  number  of  horfes  amount  only  to  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred. 
Four  half  brigades  form  a  total  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  men. 
Five  hundred  gunners  on  foot  do  not  make  fix. 
Three  companies  of  horfe  artillery  make  a  total  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  men  at  moft. 

Do  all  thefe  form  a  body  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  men  i  My 
brave  enemies  ought  to  be  more  confident. 

9th,  The  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Mcufe  is  difbanded !  French 
foldiers,  united,  do  not  form  a  banditti ;  they  quit  their  ranks  only 
by  order  of  government.     The  army  difbanded ! 

10th,  Would  to  God  that  the  etat-major  of  the  army  had  fix 
hundred  thoufand  livres  at  his  difpofal.  The  officers  who  com- 
pofe  it  would  then  have  horfes,  and  would  not  be  obliged  to  con- 
traft  debts  to  ferve  an  ungrateful  country. 

nth,  When  one  is  fo  well  fituated  in  France,  why  go  to 
Switzerland  i  Moreover,  I  have  demanded  a  trial ;  and  I  hope 
.  that  the  French  nation  is  about  to  be  made  acquainted  with  its 
real  enemies.  I  am  going  to  point  out  the  iuipoftors :  to  (hew 
why  attempts  are  now  made  to  alarm  the  people ;  and  from  whence, 
and  from  whom,  they  are  to  expeft  fupport. 

lath,  I  do  not  reply  to  your  laft  queftion.  The  army  I  com* 
mand  is  republican. 

Adieu,  my  dear  B .    I  am  in  good  health.     I  continue  my 

labours;  I  refpeft  my  friends,  and  I  care  as  little  for  the  noifc 
made  by  fome  wretched  fools,  as  if  they  did  not  exift.  My  refpefts 
to  your  fpoufe. 

L.  Hoche. 


Meffagefrom  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on  the  10th 
Auguji,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Refolution  of  the  Council^  refpefting  the 
March  of  the  Troops  within  the  conftitutional  Limits. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

'THE  Executive  Dire&ory  delayed  replying  to  your  meflage  of 
the  17th  of  this  month,  relative  to  the  marching  orders  given 
to  four  regiments  of  clmflkurs,  which  were  to  pafs  \>\  Itett&-h\i\*> 
Vol.  VI.  X  » 
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in  the  expectation  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  infpe&ors, 
upon  which  that  meflage  had  been  adopted,  would  be  printed.  It 
is  not  yet  printed;  but  the  Directory,  who  in  the  meantime 
have  been  collecting  the  documents  they  were  dcfirous  of  pro- 
curing refpe&ing  the  route  of  thefe  troops,  confider  it  their  duty 
to  tranfmit  to  you  fuch  information  as  has  readhed  them. 

Citizen  Lefage,  commiflary  of  war,  has  made  the  following 
declaration  upon  this  fubje£t : 

"  Citizen  Lefage,  commiflary  of  war  for  the  army  of  the  Sambrt 
and  the  Meufe,  charged  with  the  police  of  the  divifion  of  cnaffeun 
commanded  by  General  Richepaufe,  certifies,  that  after  the  fsnd 
general  had  given  to  him,  at  Durennc,  the  itinerary  of  the  route 
which  this  divifion  was  to  obferve  in  going  to  Chartrcs  fan  itinerary 
which  was  entirely  written  by  General  Richepaufe,  but  upt  figned 
by  him),  he  received,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  order  of  proceeding 
in  that  deft inat ion,  and  preparing,  beforehand,  at  the  places 
pointed  out,  the  neceflary  provifions  and  quarters  for  four  regi- 
ments which  compofed  that  divifion,  but  which  were  only  to 
arrive  in  fucceflion  at  three  rcfting-placcs  ;  that,  without  examin- 
ing the  itinerary  which  had  been  given  to  him,  or  knowing  that 
Ferte-Alais  was  within  the  conltitutional  limits  of  Paris,  he  expe- 
dited the  order  for  the  route,  in  confequence  of  which  the  troops 
were  to  march — that  he  followed  the  route  to  Rheims — that,  te-  . 
ing  there  afiured  that  the  letters  he  had  written  to  Charlevillc, 
with  directions  to  the  municipalities  of  the  places  through  which 
the  troops  were  to  pafs,  had  been  duly  received,  and  having  no 
further  precautions  to  take,  as  the  municipal  adminiftratipns  were 
charged  with  quartering  and  providing  for  the  troops,  he  yielded 
to  the  defireof  feeing  his  family,  who  refide  at  Chartres,  and  left 
the  route  of  the  divifion  to  take  the  fhortcr  one  by  Soiflbns. 

He  further  certifies,  that  neither  the  General  Richepaufe,  nor 
any  other  ftaff  officer,  gave  him  any  other  marching  order  than  the 
above,  the  itinerary  of  which  was  tranfmitted  to  him  at  Durchne; 
—that,  during  the  courle  of  the  march,  he  did  not  hear  any  of 
the  troops  fpeak  of  their  delti nation  ;  that  he  only  heard,  at  Bonn, 
and  Durcnne,  perfons,  who  did  not  belong  to  the  army,  fay  that 
the  divifion  wa3  to  embark  at  iireft." 

General  Richepaufe   ftates,  on   his  part,  that  he  received  aqt. 
order  from  General  Hoche,  dated  Cologne,  the  15th  MeiEdor, 
in  the  following  terms : 

"  General  Richepaufe,  commanding  the  divifion  of  horfe  chaf- 
feurs,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed,  with  the  four  regiments  under 
his  command,  to  Brcft,  by  the  way  of  Chartres  and  Alenc^on. 

(Signed)  "  Hochk." 

General  Richepaufe  has  befules  made  the  following  declaration, 
which*  he  fubferibed  J>cfojcc  the  Directory  on  the  22d  of  Thejr~ 
jnidor: 
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"  I  certify,  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  the  order  of  the  general 

in  chief  Hoche,  dated  the  15th  Meffidor,  directing  me  to  proceed 

with  the  four  regiments  under  my  command  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 

Chartres  and  Alen^on,    that  1  traced   the  route  by  which  the 

divifion  I  commanded  was  to  proceed  to  Chartres ;  that  I  was 

totally   ignorant  of  the  exiftence  of  any  law  which  required  that 

the  troops  lhould  not  come  within  twelve  leagues  of  Paris ; — that 

1  even  vVas  inclined  to  have  made  them  pafs  through  Paris ;  and 

that  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  order  among  troops  quartered  in 

» large  city,  was  the  only  rcafon  which  determined  me  not  to 

adopt  that  route ;  that  my  intention  was  evidently  pure ;  for,  if 

it  had  not,  I  would  not  have  ordered  a  commiflary  of  war  to  have 

preceded  me,  who  was  fix  days  before  the  van  of  the  troops, 

which  was  the  head  of  the  column  commanded  by  me. 

(Signed)  "  Richepause.^ 

Such  is  the  information  which  trie  Dirc&cry  has  procured 
refpe&ing  the  marching  order  given  to  the  four  regiments  of 
dmffeiirs  drawn  from  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  and 
which  were  to  pafs  by  Ferte-Alais  to  Brett. 

While  the  Dire&ory  confine  their  anfwer  to  this  point,  they 
confider  it  neceflary  to  dire£t  your  attention  to  a  ftatement  which 
appears  to  have  been  contained  in  the  report  upon  which  your 
mcflage  was  founded. 

All  the  journals  agree  in  dating,  that  you  were  informed  that 
arms  and  ammunition  had  recently  been  diftributcd  at  Chartres  to 
live  hundred  ruffians,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupprelfing  or  of  threaten- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  legiilative  body.  This  ftatement  is  com- 
pletely difproved  by  the  municipality  of  the  place:  the  proces- 
Verbal  of  the  municipality  has  been  addrefled  to  you  ;  fo  that  you 
ffluft  already  be  convinced  that  the  enemies  of  the  country  have 
led  the  members  of  your  committee  into  an  error  upon  this 
fiibjca. 

We  now  come,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  to  the  fecond  part  of 
yourmeflage. 

The  Executive  Directory  did  not,  till  the  day  before  yefter- 
day,  receive  the  originals  of  the  addrefles  of  the  defenders  of  the 
country  from  the  different  diviflons  that  compofe  the  army  of 
Italy.  '  They  were  all  deftined  for  the  Executive  Directory,  with 
the  exception  of  two  only  ;  and  thefe  were  addrefled  to  the  defen- 
ders of  the  country  compofing  the  other  armies. 

Though  the  meaning  and  fenfe  of  the  word  delilerer  (to 
deliberate)  has  not  been  fo  accurately  defined  as  to  be  clearly  ap- 
plied to  the  a&  by  which,  after  having  exprcfled  their  fears  and 
their  hopes  to  the  Executive  Directory  and  to  their  brethren  in 
arms,  the  defenders  of  the  country  have  only  dated  the  wifhes 
they  had  formed,  and  the  fentiments  that  animated  \\\fcrcv*  ^tofc 
Executive  Dlre&ory  have  neverthelefs  reiolved  to  ptsxexvX  Yvs  c\i- 
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culation.  They  have  alfo  written  to  the  general  in  chief,  deplor- 
ing the  circumflances  which  had  induced  the  biave  republican 
foldiers  to  commit  thofe  acls  which  might  beconfidered  irregular, 
and  inviting  them  carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  which  may  in  the  * 
lead  degree  tend  to  the  in  trad  ion  or  violation  of  the  conftitution. 
The  Directory  has  not  flopped  there :  they  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  go  back  to  the  caufes,  and  to  point  them  out,  perfuaded. 
that  you  will,  in  your  wifdom,  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  make 
them  ceafe  to  exilt. 

The.  caiife  of  thefe  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  defenders  of 
the  country,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  general  alarm  and  inquietude 
which,  for  fome  months  pair,  having  taken  pofleflion  of  all  per* 
fons,  has  fucceeded  the  profound  tranquillity  that  reigned,  and 
the  general  confidence  which  every  where  prevailed.     Ft  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  defalcation  in  the  revenue,  which  leaves  all  parts 
of  the  adminiitration  in  the  moft  deplorable  fituation,  and  deprives, 
often,  of  their  pay  and  their  fubfiftence,  the  men  who,  for  years 
paft,  have  ftied  their  blood  and  facrificed  their  health  to  ferve  the 
republic.     It  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  perfecution  and  affaflination 
of  the  purchafers  of  national  property,  of  the  public  functionaries, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country — in  (hort,  of  all  thofe  who  have 
dared  to  fhew  themfelvcs  the  friends  of  the  republic.     It  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  want  of  firmnefs  and  vigour  in  the  punifhment  of 
criminals,  and  to  the  partiality  of  the  public  tribunals. — It  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  infblence  of  the  emigrants  and  the  refra&oiy. 
prietts,  who,  recalled,  and  openly  favoured,  appear  every  where, 
keep  alive  the  flame  of  difcord,  and  infpire  a  contempt  for  the 
laws. — It  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  multitude  of  journals  with  which 
the   armies,    like   the  interior,    are    inundated — journals  which 
threaten  death  to  ihe  fupporters  of  liberty,  which  vilify  all  the 
republican  inftitutinns,  which  openly  and  fliamelefsly  defire  the 
return  of  royalty,  and  all  the  oppreffivc  2nd  vexatious  inftitutions 
which  equally  torment  and  humiliate  the  merchant,  the  artifan, 
and  the  labourer,  and  even  the  rich  proprietor  who  is  untitled. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  the  intereft,  always  ill-diflembled,  and  fre- 
quently openly  manifefted,  which  the  enemies  of  their  country 
take  in  the  glory  and  the  profperity  of  the  £ngliih  government  and 
the   Anftrian  court ;  while  they  endeavour,  on  the  contrary,  to 
diminifh  the  true  renown  of  our  warriors,  and  fpeak  with  an  ill- 
difguifed  contempt  of  the  high  deftiny  held  out  to  France,  and  of 
the  eminent   degree  of  glory    ind  of  happinefs  which   file  was 
about  to  reach.     It  i'  owing  ^   ihe  blame  which  has  been  thrown 
upnit  the  mo!l  glorious  ar.'i  ufeful  confequences  of  the  vidories  of 
ou-  defenders — to  the  plan,  openly  f'.jclared,  of  calumniating  and 
ruining  the  reputation  ofoiir  republican  generals,  and  particularly 
tin  fs  who,    •  the  glory  of  the  moft  brilliant  triumphs  and  the  moft 
fkilitil  campaigns,  have  added,  one  in,  tkc  well  of  France,  tha 
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other  in  Italy,  the  immortal  honour  of  a  political  conduit,  which 
will  procure  to  their  philofophy  and  their  humanity  as  much  praifc 
as  has  already  been  bellowed  on  their  military  genius. 

Finally,  the  caufe  is  to  be  found  in  the  defpair  to  which  all 

true  citizens,  and  particularly  the  defenders  of  the  country,  are 

reduced,  in  feeing  at  the  moment  of  its  conclufion,  and  after  they 

had  purchafed  it  with  fo  much  blood  and  fo  many  fufferings,  the 

definitive  peace,  folicited  by  the  chiefs  of  the  vanquished  coalition, 

placed  at  a  diftance — that  peace  which  a  government,  the  friend 

of  humanity,  feeks  ftill  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  to  conclude* 

But,  all  at  once  reanimating  their  hopes,  and  reckoning  upon  the 

^Solution  of  the  republican  government  in  confequence  of  the 

exhaufted  (late  of  our  finances,  upon  the  death  or  the  exile  of  our 

braved  generals,    and  on  the  difperfion  and  deft  ruction  of  our 

armies,  thefe  fame  coalefced  powers  have  exhibited  as  much  tar- 

dinefs  in  the  progrefs  of  their  negotiations  as  they  at  fir  it  tefiificd 

tfdour  U>  terminate  them. 

Such,  Citizens  Representatives,  are  the  caufes  which  have  agi- 
tated the  minds  of  the  foldiers  of  the  republic,  and  induced  them 
to  exprefs  their  fears  and  their  refolutions.  The  Executive 
Directory  repeats,  that  they  (hall  do  what  they  ought  to  do,  in 
recommending  to  the  troops  to  avoid  all  irregular  proceedings 
which  are  contrary  to  that  difcipline  which  is  the  foul  of  armies, 
and  oppofite  to  the  laws  which  are  the  fuppoit  of  the  (late :  but 
they  owe  to  you,  in  the  mean  time,  a  frank  and  faithful  declara- 
tion of  their  fentiments. 

The  government  ftill  confidently  hopes  to  fave  France  from  the 
diffolution  to  which  it  is  precipitately  hurried ;  to  extinguifh  the 
torches  of  civil  war  which  are  lighted  up  with  fury;  and  to  prote£t 
pcrfons  and  property  from  the  danger  of  a  new  revolution.  This 
icfolution  the  DireSory  will  purfue  with  perfeverance  and  with 
courage,  and  will  not  be  turned  aiide  by  any  fears,  or  by  any 
influence.  .They  will  not,  however,  confent  to  infpire  a  falfe 
fasurity,  either  in.  their  fellow*  citizens  of  the  interior,  or  in  thofe 
who- defend  the  country  without.  They  fhould  confider  them- 
fdves  guilty  of  treafon  towards  their  country,  if  they  concealed 
the  atrocious  attempts  that  are  unremittingly  made  to  lead  us  into 
all  the  horrors  of  a  fecond  revolution,  by  overthrowing  the  prefent 
government,  either  by  treafon  or  by  force. 

^Signed)  Car  not,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 

The  council  ordered  the  mefTage  to  be  printed,  fent  to  th* 
council  of  Ancients,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 
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Report  of  the  Council*  of  Five  Hundred  on  the*  41b  Fruftiior 
(Auguft  2i),  by  Thibaudeau,  relative  to  the  March  of  tht 
Troops, 

T70U  have  ordered  your  committee  to  prefent  to  you»  legiflative 
•*■  plans  upon  the  different  topics  contained  in  the  meffage  which 
was  transmitted  to  you  on  the  22d  Thermidor  laft.  The  com- 
mittee, in  the  firft  place)  confidcr  it  their  duty  to  dire£t  your 
attention  to  our  prefent  fituation.  The  republic  lately  advanced 
towards  peace ;  public  confidence  was  revived \  the  confthutioo 
began  to  be  confolidated  ;  every  thing  prefaged  to  us  happy  and 
peaceful  deftinies.  What  evil  genius  has  reanimated  our  paffions* 
rekindled  our  animofities,  created  divifions  between  the  different 
branches  of  government,  and  planted  terror  in  the  breads  of  all 
good  citizens  ?  It  is  time  to  recall  fecurity,  to  give  confidence  to 
good  citizens,  to  reprefs  the  bad,  to  reftore  public  credit,  and  to 
fupport  the  leg  illative  body  in  the  rank  in  which  the  conftitution 
bias  placed  it.  To  attain  this  objedt  you  mult  re-eftablifh  your 
communications  with  the  people.  Never  let  your  voice  be  un- 
known to  them.  From  this  tribune  rcafon  and  juftice  ought 
always  to  be  heard  with  that  fpirit  of  peace  and  impartiality  in 
which  true  dignity  confifls.  Your  committee  has  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  the  meflage  of  the  Directory. 

An  unexpected  change  in  the  miniflry,  and  the  march  of  the 
troops,  had  fixed  the  attention  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  merited 
its  folicitude.     In  expreujng  our  regret  on  account  of  the  dif- 
miffal  of  the  minifters,  and  our  alarms  refpeding  the  march  of 
the  troops,  we  did  not  conteft  with  the  Directory  the  right  of 
changing  their  minifters,  and  difpofing  of  the  armed  force  ;  but 
the  legiflative  body  had  undoubtedly  the  right  of  demanding  inform* 
ation  refpe&ing  the  violation  of  the  conftitutional  limits.     The 
Dire&ory  replied,  that  it  was  to  be  attributed  to  an  error  in  the 
marching  orders.     You    referred  this  meffage  to  a  committee, 
which  occupied   itfelf,  as  it  was   wifely   faid  by   the  reporter 
(Pichegru),  lefs  in  proving  the  crime  than  in  endeavouring  to 
prevent  it  from  being  committed  hereafter.     This  committee  pre- 
sented to  you  the  plan  of  a  rcfolution  for  afcertaining  the  conflitu* 
tional  limits. 

We  fhall  not  at  prefent  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  marching 
of  the  troops.  Perhaps  we  lhall  one  day  be  made  acquainted  with 
it :  we  have  as  yet  learned  only  that  the  conftitutional  limits  have 
been  violated.  General  Richepaufe  declares,  that  having  been 
four  years  on  the  frontiers,  he  knew  not  of  the  difpofitions  of  the 
conftitution  relative  to  this  object.  An  excufe  of  this  nature 
would  not  be  admitted  in  the  courts  of  juflice;  but  the  tcftimo- 
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nials  we  have  had  of  the  moral  chara&er  of  the  general,  induce 
us  to  think  that  there  has  been  no  evil  intention  on  his  part. 

I    proceed  to  a  more  important  object,  the  addreffes  of  the 
army  of  Italy.     What  would  become  of  the  republic,  if  thofc 
who  have  received  arms  only  for  her  defence  were  to  interpofe  in 
civil  difcuffions?  You  are  acquainted  with  the  volume  of  addreffes 
which  have  been  drawn  up  by  this  army.     They  are  marked  by 
an  ardent  exprellion  of  love  for  liberty  ;  but  they  hold  forth  abfurd 
claims,  extravagant  opinions,  and  criminal  proje&s.     The  firft 
fentiments  belong  to  our  generous  defenders,  the  others  to  fome 
fa&ious  men  who  wifli  to  fee  the  bofom  of  their  country  torn 
even  by  thofe  who  are  charged  with  its  defence.     No,  it  is  not 
our  warriors,  but  fome  ferocious  monfters,  who  have  conceived 
the  project  of  delivering  to  the  enemy  the  conqucfts  acquired  by 
the  valour  and  the  blood  of  our  troops,  and  to  lead  them  back  to 
their  families  under  the  ftandard  of  rebellion.     Have  vou  been 
aWe  to  read  without  indignation  one  of  thofe  addreffes,  which 
aflerts  that  the  fyftcm  of  royalifm  is  unceafmgly  purfued  in  the 
kgiflature?  Does  the  audacious  rebel  who  penned  this  impious 
phrafe  yet-exift  r  Does  he  exiir,  and  are  you  freer  Does  the  go- 
vernment (lumber,  that  it  has  not  proceeded  with  vigour  againft 
him?  Thefe  addreffes  are  at  prefent  directed  againft  the  lcgilla- 
torc— -Directors  of  the  republic,  they  will  foon  be  directed  againft 
you!  Wretched !  wretched  is  the  authority  which  is  fupported  by 
bayonets!     They  always   conclude   by   annihilating   the  power 
which  they  have  eftablifhed.     The  addreffes  have  been  certified 
by  the  chief  of  the  etat-majors  of  the  army.     They  have  been 
officially  tranfmitted  to  feveral  adminiftrations:  they  were  deftined 
to  other  corps  of  troops ;  and  yet  this,  it  is  faid,  was  not  a  deli- 
beration.    Doubtlefs  it  was  not;  for  had  thefe  addreffes  been  de- 
liberated upon,  they  would  have  been  publiflied  in  a  camp   of 
citizen  foldiers,  who  would  have  caufed  the  voice  of  the  conftitu- 
tion to  be  heard.     If  the  foldiers  have  not  read  them,  they  do  not 
foeak  the  fentiments  of  the  army.     The  conftitution  prohibits  ad- 
dreffes in  the  collective  name  of  an  armed  body,  and  will  a  gene- 
ral be  permitted  to  violate  it  ?     The  more  ferviccs  your  generals 
and  foldiers  have  rendered  to  the  country,  the  more  you  ought  to 
guard  againft  all  attempts  upon  the  conftitution.     In  a  rifing  re* 
public  do  not  permit  the  troops  to  aft  as  if  they  had  conquered 
only  for  themlelves,  unlefs  you  would  fee,  as  once  was  the  cafe 
in  the  Roman  empire,  your  foldiers  obey  only  their  generals,  and 
pever  their  country.     It  has  been  attempted  to  perfuade  the  con- 

Juerors  of  Italy  that  a  fyftem  of  profcription  exifts  againft  them. 
Wcribe  them !  Who  would  dare  to  attempt  it  ?  who  would  defire 
it?  what  Frenchman  here  does  not  palpitate  upon  the  recital  of 
their  heroic  aftions,  which  command  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try, and  cover  with  a  veil  of  glory  the  dreadful  eveuts  \vl\vcl\  \\^\^ 
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tarnifhed  the  revolution  ?    They  were  citizens  before  they  were 
fold iers— they  mud  ceafe  to  be  foldiers  to  become  again  citizens. 

The  Directory  inform  you  that  they  have  put  a  flop  to  the  cir- 
culation of  thefe  addrefles,  and  that  they  have  written  to  the  com- 
manders in  chief,  deploring  the  circumftances  which  had  led  to 
this  violation  of  the  conftitutional  a&.  Tour  committee  confider  it 
their  duty  to  declare  openly  to  you,  that  the  anfwer  of  the  Dirtclory 
has  appeared  to  them  unworthy  of  its  power,  and  the  rank  in  which  the 
confiitution  has  placed  that  body. 

Coniuier  what  progrefs  has  been  made  in  confcquencc  of  thefe 
dangerous  examples.  The  fpirit  of  fa&ion  has  ah  cad y  introduced 
the  language  of  anarchy  into  -the  camps.  It  has  infu mated  itfelf 
even  into  the  honourable  retreat  of  our  wounded  warriors,  for 
the  fabrication  of  addreflTes.  It  heats  the  minds  of  men.  It 
proclaims  every  where  di Ablution  and  death — Yet  the  government 
ileepa  !  Awaken,  legiflators !  watch  for  yourfelves  and  for  the 
people.  The  conftitutional  limits  arc  traced.  Directors,  gene- 
rals, and  foldiers,  bow  yourfelves  before  the  will  of  the  people* 
The  legiflative  body  will  never  balance  with  its  duty.  It  is  inac- 
ceffible  to  fear,<and  will  never  fubmit  to  menace. 

Your  committee  will  ,not  humble  itfelf  in  replying  to  the 
calumnies  propagated  by  your  enemies.  A  legiflative  body  which 
is  not  accu fable,  ought  not  to  juftify  itfelf.  By  its  alts  it  mutt  be. 
judged.  We  fliall  fpeak  the  truth  to  the  Directory — we  (hall 
i'peak  the  truth  to  the  people. 

The  infolence  of  priefts  and  emigrants  is  denounced  to  you. 
As  to  the  priefts,  is  their  profcription  in  a  mafs  to  be  regretted? 
Liberty  of  confcicnce,  liberty  of  worfhip,  and  fubmiffion  to  the 
laws — fuch  are  the  principles  maintained  by  all  philofophers-*- 
fuch  are  the   principles  con  iterated  by  the  confiitution  and  the 
laws,  in  oppolition  to  the  claims  of  a  religion  which  wifhed  to 
be  cxcltifiveiy  cftablifhed.     As  to  the   emigrants,    who  favours 
them  ?   Do  not  the  laws  refpe£ting  the  emigrants  exift  ?  Do  they 
not  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Dire&ory  the  moft  a£Uve,  the  molt 
powerful,  and  the  moft  arbitrary  means  ?     The  return  of  noted 
emigrants  is  announced.     The  houfe  in  which  they  aftemble  is 
even  mentioned:  but  what  then  is  the  duty  of  the  police  I     Why 
thofe  erafements,  the  traffic  of  which  is  publicly  reported  ?      It 
belongs  to  us  to  require  from  the  Direftory  an  account  of  thefe 
monftrous  abufes. 

The  Dire&ory  tell  you  that  aflaflinations  are  committed,  and 
that  partiality  is  difplayed  by  the  tribunals.  It  is  necelTary  to 
inform  them  that  they  have  overftepped  their  duty,  and  we  do 
them  fervice  in  recalling  them  to  it.  It  is  true  that  blood  flows 
in  feverai  departments;  but  there  are  laws  againft  aifailination, 
and  the  Directory  ought  to  execute  them.  If  there  be  partiality 
in  the  tribunals,  there  is  a  law  lo  £\ro\ftv  vVvtm^  <xwd  the  Dire&ory 
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ought  to  denounce  the  guilty.  In  all  cafes  crimes  cannot  make 
usdefpair  of  juftice,  and  we  ought  to  demand  of  the  Direftory 
an  account  of  the  measures  they  have  taken  to  reprefs  the  crimes 
of  which  they  complain.  We  do  not  underftand  the  protection 
they  claim  for  the  purchafers  of  national  property.  Their  per- 
fpns  and  their  property  are  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  conftitution, 
and  you  have  given  a  proof  of  your  refpe&  for  them  by  your  re- 
folution  rcfpc&ihg  the  prefiyteres. 

The  Dire&ory  inform  you  that  there  are  journals  which  breathe 
only  murder  and  the  return  of  royalty.  It  is  certain  that  the  ex* 
ceffes  of  a  multitude  of  pamphlets  and  journals  leave  no  citizen 
the  power  of.  repofing  his.  mind  amidft  an  ocean  of  extravagant 
and  factious  opinions;  but  you  have  manifeftcd  your  defire  for 
repreifing  this  abuie  ;  and  there  is  only  required  a  law  which  (hall 
prevent  it,  without  injuring  the  rights  of  citizens:  all  the  ele- 
ments of  this  law  are  ready,  and  the  committee  you  named  for 
preparing  jt  will  foon  make  their  report, 

.  The  deficiency  in  the  public  revenue,  it  is  added,  deprives  our 
armies  of  their  pay.  We  will  not  deny  that  negligence  on  the 
part  of*  the  receivers,  and  the  want  of  order  and  economy, 
have  thrown  our  finances  into  diforder;  but  have  the  armies 
any  reafon  to  reproach  the  legiflative  body?  At  what  period 
have  you  refufed  them  funds  ?  Your  refolutions  on  this  fubjeft 
have  always  been  voted  .with  urgence.  The  payment  of  the  troops 
has  always  been  attended  t©  in  preference  to  every  other  expenfo. 
Iiit  then  in  vain  that  the  unfortunate  rentier  divides  with  them  his 
bead  ?  Have,  then,  the  forced  loan,  the  aflignats,  the  mandats, 
I  the  contributions  in  the  conquered  countries,  the  national  cftates, 
been  found  infufficient  ?  Let  us  rather  fay  that  our  refources, 
being  diftributed  through  fuch  a  variety  of  channels,  have  been 
exhaufted  ;  but  that  if  they  had  been  more  prudently  employed, 
thimoft  important  part  of  the  public  fervice  would  not  be  in  fuch 
a  deplorable  (late. 

Let  the  finances,  then,  alone  occupy  all  your  folic itude.  I 
know  that  every  day  your  attention  is  taken  up  with  this  fubje&. 
But  the  time  is  arrived  when  you  muft  difregard  the  prejudices 
againft  d'ireft  contributions.  Peace  !  Peace  !  This  is  the  mean 
of  extricating  us  from  our  embarraffment.  How  very  criminal 
wuld  thofe  be  who  would  wifh  to  place  it  ftill  at  a  di (lance ! 
Doubtlefs  there  are  men  who  ftill  preferve  the  criminal  hope  of 
overturning  the  republic.  Traitors  exift,  we  are  told — why  are 
they  not  detected  ?  There  are  confpirators — why  are  they  not 
punifhed?  We  have  laws — why  are  they  not  executed?  No! 
the  defenders  of  the  country  will  never  be  made  to  believe  that  the 
legiflative  body  oppofes  a  peace.  Who  has  appeared  more  de- 
firous  than  ourfelves  to  obtain  it  ?  Hiftory  will  examine  whether 
the  events  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  Italy  have,  uox  cov.-.vv- 
Vm,  VI.  Y  w* 
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}er  for  Foreign  Affairs  to   Citizen  Noel,   Ambaffador  U 
the  Batavian  Republic. 

m,    "  "    Paris,  i$tb  Thermidor  (Auguft  a). 

h  great  fatisfa£tion  I  have  perufed  the  note,  which, 
t  to  the  defire  of  the  Directory,  you  prefented  to  the 
ational  convention,  to  manifeft  their  concern  in  the 
nination  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  new  confti- 
i  to  teftify  their  wifh  that  the  plan  of  this  new  confti- 
lich,  according  to  the  opinion  of  all  well-informed 
ars  fully  qualified  to  fecure  the  profperity  of  the  nation, 
proved  of  and  converted  into  a  fundamental  law  of  the 
epublic.  They  who  can  never  forget  nor  forgive  the 
mblic  for  having  encouraged  the  triumph  of  liberty  in 
an  alone  find  it  aftoniihing  that  the  French  government 
micated  to  the  Batavian  conrtituent  afTembly  a  friendly 
of  their  fentiments  and  wifhes.  I  once  more  defire 
omit  any  occafion  to  exprefs  the  lively  intereft  which 
try  take  in  the  acceptance  of  the  new  conftitution.  We 
ind  defire  that  the  Batavian  republic  may  obtain  a  form 
lent  which  may  enable  her  to  refume  a  proper  ftation 
European  powers,  and  to  blend  with  the  advantages  of 
i  liberty  thofe  of  a  flourifliing  and  exteniive  trade. 
(Signed)  Ch.  Man.  Talleyrand. 
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tmted  to  retard  the  conclufion  of  it ;  but  can  France  blame  its 
generals  for  giving  liberty  to  millions  of  men?  And,  when  they" 
have  gained  their  liberty,  can  France  refufe  to  them  its  friendfhip 
aad  its  alliance?  Your  committee,  however,  does  not  wifli  to 
propofe  that  you  fhould  approve  or  even  be  Jilent  upon  thefc 
events. 

■  The  Directory  has  gone  beyond  its  powers.  If  war  had  been 
declared  againft  the  Italian  dates,  who  had  the  right  to  declare  it 
without  your  confent  ?  If  treaties  of  commerce  or  fubfidies  have 
been  made,  who  could  make  them  without  your  approbation? 
The  dates  of  Italy  cannot  be  the  allies  of  France  without  a  decree' 
from  you.  Their  government  will  be  equivocal,  their  liberty 
without  fupport,  as  long  as  the  treaties  fhall  not  have  been  ap» 
proved  by  us. 

Fears  have  been  entertained  that  the  Directory  would  be  ac- ' 
cufed,  and  that  the  legiflative  body  would  be  attacked.  The  le* 
giflative  body  has  a  right  to  accufe  the  Dire&ory ;  and  if  there  . 
exifted  any  rcafons  for  a  ecu  fat  ion,  it  would,  without  fear,  with- 
out hefitation,  accufe  the*!.  But  an  attack  on  the  legiflative 
body!  who  would  make  it ?  A  few  brigands?  The  recotledion- 
of  their  paft  defeats  will  ferve  them  as  a  leflbn.  The  foldiers? 
Never  will  they  be  fc en  marching  under  the  colours  of  aflallins. 
The  Dire&ory  ?  Such  an  idea  cannot  occupy  our  attention  for  a 
moment ;  its  own  intereft  is  in  oppofition  to  it. 

To  conclude — you  will  find  in  your  own  courage  and  your  own 
prudence  extraordinary  refources. 

[Here  Thibaudeau  implored  all  the  members  of  the  government 
to  a£t  in  union  and  concord.     He  invited  the  reprefentatives  and 
directors  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft  the  exaggerations  of  par-, 
ties,  who  fought  only  to  heighten   their  animofities,  that  they 
might  be  hurried  to  a  cataftrophc  which  would  deftroy  them  all.} 

In  examining,  he  added,   this  mcfTage  of  the  Dire&ory,  its 
exaggerations,  and  the  bitter nefs  of  its  ftyle,  we  have  avoided 
giving  new  aliment  to  the  fa&ious.     Legiflators  ought  not  to  be;- 
guided  by  paflion      In  vain  our  common  enemies  meditate  the. 
ruin  of  the  republic.     The  republic   is  deeply  rooted;   it  has 
ripened  in  the  mid  ft  of  dorms,  and  it  belongs  not  alone  to  tht 
prefent  generation.     The  new  dangers  which  threaten  it  fcnrc- 
only  to  difplay  once  more  its  drength.     Each  power  (hall  return 
to  its  proper  limits ;  and  if  fome  men  have  wifhed  to  overftep 
them,  they  (hail  be  recalled,  and  confined  to  their  proper  d  at  ion. 
„  Citizen   foldiers,    you   whom    we  mud  cenfure   to-day,    but 
whom   we  mud  always  admire,  believe  that  liberty  is  here  de- 
fended by  your  friends.     The  legiflature  is  the  citadel  of  the  con- 
stitution :    it  is  your  duty  to  die  for  it,    and  you  are  about  to 
befiege  it.     Let  its  voice  be  always  heard  among  you  ;  and  when 

s  y°» 


} 


.      (     **3    ) 

joti  return  to  your  fire-fides,  you  will  find  it  cemented  by  your 
b]ood9  and  covered  with  your  triumphs. 

Thibsutdeau  concluded  by  prefenting  the  plan|of  two  refolutions. 

The  firft  declared,  that  all  confpiracies  or  crimes  againft  the 
coriftitution,  the  legiflative  body,  and  the  Directory,  came  under 
the  jurifdidion  of  the  criminal  tribunal  of  the  place  where  the 
legiflature  fits ;  that  all  perfons  ace u fed  lhould  be  denounced  at 
Ac  office  of  the  public  acebfer;  but  that  they  (hould  have  the 
power  of  appealing  from  that  tribunal,  and  in  this  cafe  they 
lhould  be  carried  before  a  court  pointed  out  by  the  tribunal  of 
caflation. 

The  fecond  declared  every  afTembly  of  foldiers,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deliberating  in  other  circumftances  than  thofe  determined  by 
the  law,  a  crime;  that  any  communication  under  the  titje  of 
addrefles  from  one  armed  body  to  another,  or  to  the  civil  authori- 
ties! lhould  be  punifhed  as  a  feditious  a 61;  and  determined  the 
punifhments  to  be  inflidted  upon  the  promoters  of  fuch  aflemblies, 
and  the  fubferibers  of  addrefles,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
cafe. 


Tie  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to   Citizen  Noel,   Ambaffador  to 

the  Bat  avian  Republic. 

Citizen,    "  Paris,  i  $th  Thermidor  ( Auguft  1). 

TT  is  with  great  fatisfaftion  I  have  perufed  the  note,  which, 
purfuant  to  the  defire  of  the  Directory,  you  prefented  to  the 
Batavian  national  convention,  to  manifeft  their  concern  in  the 
fpeedy  termination  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  new  confti- 
tution,  and  to  teftify  their  wifh  that  the  plan  of  this  new  confti- 
tution,  which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  all  well-informed 
men,  appears  fully  qualified  to  fecurc  the  profperity  of  the  nation, 
may  be  approved  of  and  converted  into  a  fundamental  law  of  the 
Batavian  republic.  They  who  can  never  forget  nor  forgive  the 
French  republic  for  having  encouraged  the  triumph  of  liberty  in 
Holland,  can  alone  find  it  aftoniihing  that  the  French  government 
h&  communicated  to  the  Batavian  constituent  afTembly  a  friendly 
declaration  of  their  fentiments  and  wifhes.  I  once  more  defire 
you  not  to  omit  any  occafion  to  exprefs  the  lively  intereft  which 
the  Directory  take  in  the  acceptance  of  the  new  conftitution.  We 
only  wi/h  and  defire  that  the  Batavian  republic  may  obtain  a  form 
of  government  which  may  enable  her  to  refume  a  proper  ftation 
among  the  European  powers,  and  to  blend  with  the  advantages  of 
reconquered  liberty  thofe  of  a  flourifliing  and  extenfive  trade. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Man*  Talleyrand. 
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Meffage  from  the  DtreStory  to  the  Councils  of  Five  Hundred  and 
Elder s>  dated  18  Fruclidor  (September  4). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

npHE  Executive  Directory  haftens  to  communicate  to  you. 
■*■  the  meafnres  it  has  been  forced  to  take  for  the  fafety  of  the 
country,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  conftitution.  With  this 
view  it  tranfmits  to  you  all  the  papers  it  has  colleSed,  as  well  a 
thofe  it  publifhed  before  you  were  aflembled.  If  it  had  withheld 
itfelf  from  aftion  one  day  more,  the  republic  would  have  been  de- 
livered up  to  its  enemies.  The  halls  themfelves;.  in  which'  you 
meet,  were  the  points  of  union  of  the  confpirators  ;  it  was  from 
thence  that  they  yefterday  emitted  their  cards  and  certificates,  for 
the  delivery  of  arms ;  it  was  from  thence  that  they  corresponded 
with  their  accomplices  laft  night;  and,  finally,  it  is  tfjere/or  in 
the  environs,  that  they  ftill  endeavour  to  make  feditious  arid  clan- 
deftine  aflemblages,  which  the  police  is  now  employed  in  dif- 
perfing.  It  would  have  been  to  commit  the  public  fecurity,  and 
that  of  the  faithful  reprefentatives,  to  have  allowed  them  to"  be 
confounded  with  the  other  enemies  of  the  country.  You  fee,. 
Citizens  Reprefentatives,  that  the  conduft  of  the  Directory  was 
marked  out  by  the  inftant  neceflity  of  being  beforehand  with  thefe 
confpirators,  who  were  deftroying  the  government,  and  who 
wifhed  to  deprive  the  French  of  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs,  and 
to  make  this  magnanimous  nation  bow  at  the  feet  of  the  kings  it 
has  fubdued.  In  affairs  of  ftate  extreme  meafures  can  be  efti- 
mated  by  circumftances  alone ;  you  will  form  a  judgment  of 
thofe  which  have  determined  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  and  which 
have  produced  the  happieft  confequences. 

The  18th  Frudidor  (September  4th)  will  be  a  celebrated  day 
in  the  annals  of  France:  it  is  the  more  memorable,  becaufe  it 
enables  you  to  fix  for  ever  the  deftinies  of  the  republic.  Lay  hold 
of  this  occafion,  Citizens  Reprefentatives ;  convert  it  into  a  great 
epoch ;  reanimate  patriotifm ;  revive  public  fpirit ;  and  haften 
to  clofe  up  the  abyfs  in  which  the  friends  of  kings  had  flattered 
themfelves  they  would  bury  even  the  remembrance  of  our  liberty. 

P.  S.  The  Executive  Direftory  will  tranfmit  to  you,  without 
delay,  other  papers,  from  which  it  refults  that  Imbert  Colomes, 
one  of  the  new  third  of  the  council  of  Five  Hundred,  was  the 
principal  agent  of  the  foi-dif ant  Louis  XVIII.  at  Lyons. 


Report 
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Report  of B outlay,  of  La  Meurthey  in  the  Name  of  the  Committee  of 

Public  Safety. 

WE  ought  to  aft  with  vigour  (faid  he),  but  with  wifdom. 
The  great  movement  which  has  juft  been  effefted  has  compelled 
the  Directory  to  change  the  place  of  your  fittings.  This  move- 
xfient  is  the  fignal  for  Frenchmen  to  roufe  themfelves.  They  are 
already  alert:  they  expeft  a  rcfult  which  may  fecure  their  tran- 
quillity and  their  happinefs.  Confider,  Citizens  Reprefentatives, 
the.  pofture  in  which  the  public  affairs  are  placed,  reace  feemed 
lately  about  to  come,  to  complete  all  our  wifhes,  and  to  crown 
our  long  and  fevere  labours.  Every  Frenchman  repeated  this 
dear  and  confoling  word,  Peace.  Commerce  was  reanimated, 
tfery  kind  of  induftry  revived.  Every  where  the  armies  were 
fiftorious.  At  this  very  moment  every  thing  is  changed  and 
overthrown.  Peace  is  placed  at  a  greater  diftance  than  ever,  and 
every  mind  plunged  into  alarm  and  agitation :  every  fymptom 
feemed  to  indicate  a  civil  war.  A  war  does  exift  ;  it  is  that  of 
the  enemies  of  the  republic  againft  its  true  friends,  its  faithful 
defcndersj  whom  all  Europe  contemplates  with  admiration.  The 
latter  are"  determined,  at  the  rifle  of  their  lives  and  their  blood,  to 
maintain  the  prefent  government ;  the  others  contend  for  the  re- 
cftablifliment  of  the  throne,  the  recall  of  the  clergy  and  the  nobi- 
lity. Doubtlefs,  if  an  ordinary  tribunal  were  to  pronounce  upon  . 
the  confpiracy  which  exifted  againft  you  and  the  republic,  it 
could  not  fail  to  declare  it  real,  and  to  punifh  its  authors.  Do  not 
conceal  it  from  yourfelves,  Reprefentatives,  that  the  threads  of 
thw  confpiracy  were  extended  throughout  the  whole  republic,  and 
its  principal  point  was  in  the  heart  of  the  legiflative  body  ;  not  in 
that  found  majority  which  ought  to  conftitute  the  happinefs  of 
the  French  people,  but  in  a  fmall  minority,  which,  by  menaces 
and  revolutionary  principles,  dole  from  you  unconstitutional 
decrees,  and  infallibly  carried  you  back  to  a  counter-revolution. 
You  will  remember,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  that  the  meafures 
which  have  been  fo  often  propofed  to  you,  tended  to  nothing  lefs 
than  to  paralyfe  the  government,  and  to  deprive  it  of  the  means  of 
direfting  the.machine. '  A  moment  longer,  and  the  republic  would 
have  been  undone ;  and  we  owe  its  preservation  to  the  wifdom  and 
a&ivfty  of  the  government.  Let  us  declare  to  all  France,  that  . 
the  triumph  of  the  republic  will  not  caufe  a  fingle  drop  of  blood 
to  be  ftied,  nor  fcaffblds  of  terror  to  be  renewed.  (Bravo,  bravo! 
W5s  heard  from  every  quarter :  the  applaufe  was  unanimous  and 
long.)  Our  objeft  is  to  prevent  a  civil  war,  and  a  new  Vendee, 
from  being  raifed  up  in  the  heart  of  the  republic.  The  means 
of  preventing  thefe  evils  have  been  to  caufe  the  agents  of  the  con- 
fpirators  to  be  arretted  \  and  the  conduct  to  be  followed,  and 
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which  the  committee  thought  it  its  duty  to  point  out,  is  to  trans- 
port the  one,  and  to  remove  the  other  from  the  legiflative  body.  . 
Accordingly  the  committee  has  ordered  me  to  prefent  you  with 
the  following  project  of  a  refolution,  which  was  patted  into  a  law. 
The  council  of  Five  Hundred,  confidering  that  the  enemies  of 
the  republic  have  conftantly  followed  up  the  plan  traced  out  to- 
them  in  the  inftru&ions  found  upon  Brotier,  Berthelot,  Lavillc- 
heurnois,  and  Duvcrne  de  Prefle,  feconded  by  a  crowd  of  royalift 
emiflaries  fcattered  through  every  part  of  France — confidering 
that  it  was  fpecially  recommended  to  thefe  agents  to  dire&  the 
operations  and  the  choices  of  the  lad  aflemblics,  primary,  com- 
munal, and  electoral,  and  to  fix  all  the  elections  on  the  partifans 
of  royalty  ;  that  with  the  exception  of  a  fmali  number  of  de*, 
partments,  where  the  energy  of  the   republic   deftroyed   their. 
efforts,  the  elections  had  introduced  into  the  public  functionaries,; 
and  even  into  the  legiflative  body,  notorious  emigrants,  chiefs  of 
rebels,  and  royal ifts — confidering  that  the  conftitutton  being  at*., 
tacked  by  a  part  of  thofe  whom  it  had  particularly  appointed. for 
its  defence,  and  again  ft  whom  it  had  taken  no  precaution,  ft; 
would  be  impoflible  to  maintain  it  without  recurring  to  extraordi* , 
nary  meafures— confidering,  in  a  word,  that  in  order  to  extio- 
guifh  the  exifting  conTpiracy,  to  prevent  a  civil  war,  and  the  . 
general  effufion  of  blood,  which  would  have  been  the  inevitable , 
confequence  of  it  ;  nothing  can  be  more  urgent  than  to  repair  the  . 
wounds  inflided  on  the  conftitution  fince  the  ift  Prairial  laft,  and 
to  take  the  neceffary  meafures  to  prevent  the  liberty,  the  repofe, 
and  happinefs  of  the  people,  from  being  in  future  expofed  to 
danger:  the  council,    after  declaring  urgence,   adopts  the  fol- 
lowing refolution : 

I.  The  operations  of  the  primary,  communal,  and  elefloral 
aflemblies  in   the    departments  of   Ain,    I'Ardeche,    I'Arriege, 
l'Aube,    TAveyron,    Bouches  du  Rhone,    Calvados,    Charente, 
Cher,  Cote  d'Or,  Cotes  du  Nord,    Dordogne,    PEure,    1'Eurc  , 
and  Loire,  Gironde,  Herault,   Ille  and  Villane,  Indre  and  Loire, 
Loire,  Haute  Loire,  Loire  I  nferieure,  Lojret,  Manche,  Marne, , 
Mayenne,  Mont-Blanc,  Morbihan,  Mozelle,  les  Deux-Nethes, . 
Nord,  Oife,  Orne,  Pas-de-Calais,  Puy-de  Dome,  Lower  Rhine,  . 
Upper  Rhine,  Rhode,  Haute  Saone,  Saone  and  Loire,  Sarthe,  , 
Seine,  Lower  Seine,  Seine  and  Marne,  Seine  and  Oife,  Somrae,  . 
Tarn,  Var,  Vauclufe,  Yonne,  are  declared  null  and  illegal* 

II.  Thofe  of  the  eleftoral  aflembly  of  the  department  of  Gersate 
declared  legal  and  valid.  In  confequence,  Citizen  Duffau  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  council  of  Elders,  and  citizens  Carriere,  Lagar- 
riere,  ami  Sauran,  into  the  council  of  Five  Hundred.  The  ad- 
miniftrators,  judges,  grand  jury,  &c.  appointed  by  this  aflembly, 
lhall  enter  upon  the  exercife  of  their  refpedlive  functions. 

III.  Th* 
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III.  The  ele&ions  for  the  department  of  Lot  are  in  the  fame 
manner  judged  valid,  contrary  to  a  former  decifion,  and  the  citi- 
zens chofen,  Lachiere  for  the  Elders,  and  Poncet  and  Debrel  for 
the  Five  Hundred,  fhall  take  their  feats. 

IV.  The  individuals  appointed  to  public  funflions  by  the  pri- 
mary, communal,  or  electoral  affemblies,  without  exception  of 
thofe  appointed  to  the  legiflative  body,  by  the  departments  above 
mentioned,  (hall,  on  the  publication  of  this  law,  ceafe  to  exct- 
cife  all  their  fundions,  under  the  penalties  contained  in  the  6th 
article  of  the  5th  title  of  the  penal  code. 

V.  The  Executive  Dire&ory  is  required  to  fill  up  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  tribunals  in  virtue  of  the  preceding  articles,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  fhall  become  vacant  by  relignation,  or  other  wife, 
before  the  eledion  in  the  month  of  Germinal,  6th  year. 

VI.  The  nominations  made  by  the  Dire&ory,  in  virtue  of  the 
preceding  article,  fhall  in  every  rcfpeft  have  the  fame  effed,  and 
the  fame  duration,  as  if  they  had  been  made  by  the  primary  and 
eleftoral  affemblies. 

VII*  The  law  of  the  iftPrairial  laft,  which,  in  contravention 
of  the  78th  article  of  the  conftitutional  adt,  admits  into  the  legif- 
lative body  the  Citizens  Job  Ayrae,  Merfan,  Terrand-Vaillant, 
Garr,  and  Poliffart,  is  repealed. 

VIII.  The  firft  article  of  the  law  of  the  8th  Meffidor  laft, 
bearing,  in  contempt  of  the  fame  article  of  the  conftitutional  ad, 
the  recall  of  the  ift,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  articles  of  the 
law  of  3d  Brumaire,  4th  year,  relative  to  the  relations  of  emi- 
grants, is  likewife  repealed. 

IX.  The  1  ft,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  articles  of  the  faid 
law  of  the  ?d  Brumaire,  4th  year,  are  re-eftablifhed,  and  dial! 
remain  in  vigour  till  four  years  fubfequent  to  the  proclamation  of 
a  general  peace. 

A.  No*  perfon,  the  relation  or  connexion  of  an  emigrant, 
within  the  degrees  prefcribed  by  the  fecond  article  of  the  faid  law, 
fhall  be  admitted  for  the  fame  fpace  to  vote  in  the  primary  affem- 
blies, and  cannot  be  appointed  ele&cr  if  he  is  not  comprehended 
in  one  of  the  exceptions  fpecified  by  the  4th  article  of  the  fame 
law. 

XI.  No  man  can  be  admitted  to  vote  in  the  primary  and  elec- 
toral affemblies,  till  he  has  previoufly  taken,  in  prefence  of  the 
affembly  of  which  he  is  member,  and  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  prefident,  the  individual  oath  of  hatred  to  royalty  and  to 
anarchy,  of  fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  republic  and  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  3d  year. 

XII.  The  2d  article  of  the  law. of  the  9th  Meffidor  laft  is  re- 
pealed, in  fo  far  as  it  concerns  the  chiefs  of  the  rebels  of  La 
Vendee,  and  the  Chouans,  to  whom,  of  confequence,  the  pro- 
vifion  of  the  article  of  the  prefeni  law  remains  common.     Thofe 
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members  of  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  ele&ed  for  four  yeaw 
only,  in  1791*  are  repealed.  In  confequencc,  each  member  of 
the  tribunal  of  annulment,  eledted  in  1791,  (hall  ceafe  his  func- 
tions as  foon  as  he  {hall  be  replaced. 

XXVIII.  The  Executive  Dircdory  is  charged  to  appoint  the 
perfons  to  replace  them. 

XXIX.  The  ten  judges  who,  in  confequence  of  the  article 
259  of  the  conftitutional  aft,  are  to  go  out  every  year  from  the 
tribunal  of  annulment,  (hall  be  taken  in  the  month  of  Prairial, 
6th  year,  from  among  the  judges  appointed  in  Vendcmiaire,  4th 
year. 

XXX.  The  fifth  going  out  in  Prairial,  in  the  7th  year,  (hall 
be  compofed  of  the  remainder  of  the  members  ele&ed  in  Vcnde- 
miaire,  4th  year,  and  fupplcmentarily  of  the  members  appointed 
by  the  Dire&ory  in  execution  of  the  prefent  law. 

XXXI.  The  fifth  going  out  in  Prairial,  in  the  8th  year,  (hall 
be  taken  from  among  the  members  named  by  the  Direftory  in 
execution  of  the  prefent  law,  and  fo  in  fucceffion  from  year  to 
year  until  they  be  all  gone  out. 

XXXII.  No  ordinary  jury,  fpecial  or  high  jury,  (hall  exer- 
cife  their  functions  before  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  hatred  to 
royalty  and  anarchy,  of  fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  republic 
and  the.conftitution  of  the  3d  year. 

XXXIII.  Juries  fhall  not,  in  the  twenty-four  hours  after 
their  meeting,  vote  for  or  againft,  without  being  unanimous: 
they  fhall,  during  that  time,  be  excluded  from  all  exterior  com- 
munication. If,  after  that  period,  they  declare  that  they  cannot 
agree  in  giving  an  unanimous  decifion,  they  fhall  meet  again, 
and  the  declaration  fhall  be  made  according  td  the  abfolute  ma- 
jority, 

XXXIV.  The  decrees  of  the  1  ft  of  Auguft,  and  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1793,  and  21  Prairial,  3d  year,  which  authorize  the 
banifhment  of  the  Bourbons,  including  the  widow  of  Orleans, 
and  the  copfifcation  of  their  effects,  ihall  be  executed,  and  all 
contrary  provifions  fhall  be  of.no  avail.  The  Direftory  (hall  be 
authorized  to  determine  the  place  of  their  tranfportation,  and 
allow  them,  out  of  their  eftates,  the  neceiTary  means  of  fub- 
fiftence. 

XXXV.  The  journals,  and  other  public  papers,  and  the 
preffes  in  which  they  are  printed,  are  to  be  placed  for  a  year 
under  the  infpe&ion  of  the  police,  which  may  prohibit  them  ity 
terms  of  the  335th  article  of  the  conventional  afl. 

XXXVI.  The  law  of  71b  Thermidor  laft,  relative  to  private 
focicties  difcufling  political  fubjefts,  is  repealed. 

XXXVII.  Every  private  fociety  difcufling  political  queftions* 
in  which  principles  hoftile  to  the  confutation  of  the  2d  year, 
accepted  by  the  French  people,  are  profefied,  fliall  be  flrut  up, 

and 
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and  thofe  of  its,  members  who  (hall  have  profefled  fuch  principles, 
{hall  be  profecuted  agreeably  to  the  law  of  the  27th  Germinal, 
4th  year. 

XXXVIII.  The  laws  of  the  25th  Thermidor  laft,  and  13th 
Fru&idor,  prefent  month,  relative  to  the  eftablifliment  and  orga- 
nization of  the  national  guard,  are  repealed. 

XXXIX*  The  power  of  putting  a  commune  in  a  ftate  of 
liege  is  reftored  to  the  Dire&ory. 

XL.  The  prefent  refolution  (hall  be  printed  and  fent  to  the 
council  of  Elders. 


T 


Meffage  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the 

$tb  of  September* 

Citizens  Legiflators, 

HE  embarraflment  of  the  finances  was  the  moft  inveterate 
wound  of  the  ftate :  the  enemies  of  the  republic  and  the 
friends  of  kings  fought  to  render  it  incurable.  By  this  they  have 
injured  the  public  fervice,  irritated  the  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try, and  drove  the  public  annuitants  to  defpair.  To-day  your 
(hackles  are  broken,  which  will  infpire  thofe  with  confidence 
whom  circumftances  have  alarmed.  Will  you  reftore  peace  at 
home,  and  diftate  it  abroad  to  announce  your  intentions  upon 
the  finances?  That  is  the  objeft  of  the  Directory's  folicitude. 
They  hope  that,  convinced  of  the  urgency  of  the  occafion,  you 
will  give  them  all  the  neceflary  pQwer,  in  order  that  the  public 
fctvice  may  not  be  impeded. 

France  can  only  be  faved  by  the  legiflative  body's  occupying  it- 
felf  about  the  finances.  It  is  neceflary  for  you  immediately  to 
make  fome  regulations  in  the  direft  taxes  of  the  fifth  year;  one 
of  the  moft  certain  means  for  haftening  the  receipt  of  the  mo- 
ney arifing  from  them,  would  be  to  receive  from  the  receivers 
general  an  account  of  the  payments  they  have  to  make. 

It  will  alfo  be  neceflary  to  make  regulations  in  the  carriage  of 
articles  by  land  and  water;  to  fupprefs  franking  and  free  letters; 
to  re-eftabli(h  the  national  lottery,  and  the  right  of  enregiftering; 
and  to  eftablifh  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  upon  pafteboard  and  pa- 
per; and  to  fet  the  public  debt  afloat  by  creating  bons,  by  the  aid 
of  which  the  payment  of  national  debts  may  be  made. 


Z  2  Mcflag* 
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Meffage  from  the  Direclory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  th 

6th  of  September. 

THE  meafures  adopted  for  the  fafety  and  repofe  of  the  repub 
lie  have  left  in  our  bofom  two  vacancies  to  fill.  The  conftitu 
tion  requires,  them  to  be  filled  within  ten  days.  The  Director] 
when  it  reminds  you  of  this  circumftance,  will  lay  no  ftrefs  on  i 
importance  :  they  are  perfuaded  that  you  know  the  extent  of  i 
and  that  you  will  immediately  employ  yourfelves  on  it  in  order  1 
reaffure  public  confidence,  and  to  impofe  filence  on  all  parties. 


Meffage  from  the  Directory,  on  the  fame  Day, 

THE  Directory  tranfmit  to  you  the  papers  mentioned  in  it 
report  of  yefterday,  for  the  purpofe  of  proving  that  Imbert  Co 
lomes  was  at  Lyons  the  principal  agent  of  him  whom  the  emi 
grants  and  their  infamous  agents  call  the  king.  Thefe  paper; 
were  a  part  of  thofe  which  were  feized  in  November  of  the  4fk 
year,  on  the  frontiers  of  Ain,  and  which  the  Marquis  of  Befi 
gnan  had  fent  into  France  by  a  child,  whom  he  followed  at  lift] 
paces. 

You  will  remark  that  Imbert  Colomes  is  in  them  called  by  tb 
name  of  Mr.  Imbert ;  but  as  a  proof  that  it  applies  to  Colomes 
there  was  found  in  the  port-feuille  which  contained  thefe  papers, ; 
note  deiignating  the  former  bailiff  of  Mr.  Imbert,  with  whofi 
Mr.  de  Befignan  fought  to  re-eftablifh  his  former  connexions. 

Imbert  Colomes  was  in  fact  formerly  bailiff  of  Lyons,  an 
no  other  perfon  of  that  name  was  ever  in  that  fituation.  Th 
Directory  think  it  right  to  add  to  thefe  papers,  a  letter  writte 
to  Befignan,  in  which  is  inferted  another  from  the  emigrar 
Fiacklanden,  addrefled  to  the  fame,  dated  the  loth  Auguft,  179; 
This  paper  is  remarkable,  as  it  {hews  the  plan  then  conceived  b 
the  royalifts,  to  direct  all  their  manoeuvres  to  the  corruption  < 
public  fpirit. 

—     .  -   i.    1 

Meffage  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Ancients,  on  the  $th 

September. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  1 8th  Fruftidor  (Sept.  4)  is  deftirled  to  be  the  falvatic 
both  of  the  republic  and  of  yourfelves.  The  people  expe 
this.  You  witneill-d  yellerday  their  tranquillity  and  their  jo 
This  day  is  the  19th  Frudlidor  (Sept.  5),  and  the  people  aft 
you  where  the  republic  is,  and  what  yi;u  have  done  for  its  co 
folidation  ?  The  eye  of  the  country,  Citizens  Riprefentative 
looks  towards  you.     The  moment  is  decifive:  if  you  allow  it 
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pafs  by,  if  you  hefitate  on  the  meafurcs  which  are  fo  be  taken, 
if  you  put  off  your  decifion  for  a  moment,  all  will  be  loft,  both 
you  and  the  republic.     The  confpirators  have  been  on  the  watch. 
Your  filence  has  given  them  courage  and  audacity  :  they  are  in- 
triguing afrefli,  and  are  mi '.leading  public  opinion  by  infamous 
libels.     The  journalifts  of  Blanktnbourg  and  London   continue 
to  diffeminate  their  poifon.     The  confpirators  do  not  attempt  to 
conceal  the  faft,  that  their  plot  extends  to  the  legiflative  body  it- 
fclf.    They  already  fpeak  of  punifhing  the  republicans  for  the 
commencement  of  the   triumph  they  think  they  have   obtained. 
Is  it  pofiible  to  hefitate  (till,  as  to  the  meafure  of  purging  the 
foil  of  the  very  fe»v  known  and  avowed  chiefs  of  the  royal  ill 
confpirators,  who  wait  for  the  convenient  opportunity  to  deftroy 
the  republic,    and    to    devour    yourfclves  ?      You    are     at    the 
brink  of  the  volcano!  it  is  about  to  fwnllow  you  up:  you  may 
fclofe  it;  and  can  you  hefitate  r     To-morrow  it  will  be  too  late. — 
The  lead  hefitation  is  the  death  of  the  republic.     You  will  be  told 
rf  principles,  forms  will  be  rcfortcd  to,  excufes  will  be  invented; 
delays  will  be  called  for,  time  will  be  gained,  and  the  conftitu- 
tidn  will  be  aflaffinated,  under  pretext  of  keeping  within  its  li- 
mits.   This  commiferation,  implored  in  favour  of  certain  men, 
to  what  will  it  lead  you  ?  To  fee  thefe  very  men  take  out  of  your 
hands  the  thread  of  their  criminal  confpiracies,  and  collect  in 
your  bofom  the  horrible  firebrands  of  civil  war,  to  fet  fire  to  the 
country.     What  a  mifconceived  pity,    what  a  fatal  fentiment, 
*hat  limited  views  would,  in  that  cafe,  draw  the  attention  of  the 
■  councils  towards  a  few  men,  between  whofe  fate  and  that  of  the 
Republic  they  would  hefitate !    The   Executive  Directory  has  ap- 
plied itfelf  to  point  out  to  you  the  means  of  faving  France,  but 
it  has  to  expeft  that  you  will  avail  yourfclves  of  them. — The 
Directory  has  felt  a  perfuafion  that  you  are  fincercly  attached  to 
liberty  and  the  republic,  and  that  the  confequences  of  this  firft 
liberty  ought  not  to  terrify  you.     It  lays  them  before  you  ;  and 
"  obliged  to  tell  you  that  you  are  placed  in  an  unprecedented 
predicament,  and  that  ordinary  rules  cannot  apply  to  an  extraor- 
dinary cafe,  unlefs  you   are  delirous  to  furrender  yourfclves  to 
your  enemies.     If  the  friends  of  kings  find  friends  among  you— 
«  flaves  can  meet  with  protectors  in  you — if  you  wait  an  inftant, 
"*e  fafety,  of  France  muft  be  defpaired  of;  the  conftitution  will 
ceafetobe  in  force;  and  the  patriots  may  be  told,  that  the  hour 
of  royalty  is  proclaimed  throughout  the  republic.     But  if,  as  the 
Executive  Directory  is  fully  perfuaded,  this  terrible  idea  afflicts 
a°d  ltrikes  you,  appreciate  the  value  of  the  moment,  and  em- 
brace it;  be  tlv  deliverers  of  your  country,  and  lay  the  eternal 
foundations  of  its  happinefs  and  glory. 

(Signed)  Lareveilliere-Lepaux,  Prefident. 

La  garde,  Secretary. 

4  Pro- 
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Proclamation  of  the  Executive   Dircclory   to   the   French  People t 

1 8  Fruclidor,  (September  4). 

Citizens, 

*T*HE  Executive  Directory  fubmits  to  your  view  a  few  of  the 
A  papers  relative  to  the  royaliil  confpiracy.  Thefe  papers, , 
the  authenticity  of  which  is  inconteftable,  detail  the  plots,  name 
the  confpirators,  and  develope  the  thread  of  the  treafons.  Thcfe 
texts  are  too  pofitive  and  clear  to  need  any  comments.  It  is  fuffi- 
cient  that  the  Directory  (hould  retrace  to  you,  in  a  few  words, 
the  events  to  which  thefe  papers  refer.  There  arc  fafts  ft 
palpable,  that  no  impodurc  can  difgtiife  them  in  the  eyes  of  na- 
tions: fuch  was  the  confpiracy  of  Vcndemiaire.  It  was  in  vaii 
that  tribunals,  which  in  the  firft  in  dance  did  not  deny  its  exiftence, 
declared  afterwards  that  there  was*  neither  revolt  nor  fedition: 
royal  if m  itfelf  bluihed  at  this  He.  All  the  circumdances  of  that 
event  too  clearly  proclaimed  its  aim,  nature,  and  characleriflics ; 
and  the  opinion  of  Europe  would  have  been  invariably  fixed  01 
this  head,  provided  even  no  difcovery  had  been  made  by  the  corre- 
fpondence  of  Lcmaitre,  by  the  papers  of  the  emigrant  Gelin,  and 
by  the  palpable  and  convincing  proofs  of  the  intercourfe  which 
the  principal  agitators,  the  plotters  and  the  libel  ids  of  Vende- 
miaire,  kept  up  with  the  exterior  royal  ids.  An  important  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  of  that  epoch  was  long  concealed  from  ui; 
and  in  laying  it  before  you,  we  fulfil  a  painful  duty,  fince  wp 
have  to  denounce  to  you  a  traitor  in  the  perfon  of  a  man  who 
fometimes  led  your  defenders  to  victory.  While  the  di Ablution 
of  the  national  convention  was  plotting  in  Paris,  and  the  faction- 
endeavouring  to  feize  on  the  fupreme  authority,  Pichegru,  fta» 
tioned  on  the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  received  the  proportions  of 
Conde,  and  replied  to  them  by  plans  of  invafion  and  royalifm. 
If  the  white  flag  was  not  difplayed  in  the  French  camp ;  if  the 
Rhine  was  not  eroded  by  the  hoitile  army  ;  if  your  drong  holds 
were  not  delivered  up  and  taken  pofliilion  of,  in  the  king's  name, 
by  Imperial  troops ;  if  Pichegru  did  not  march  to  Paris  ;  if  he  did 
not  come  hither  in  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight;  citizens,  it  is  dread* 
ful  to  have  to  date  to  you,  that  it  was  Condc  who  refufed  to  put 
in  execution  Pichegru's  plan.  This  plan  would  not,  however, 
have  fucceeded :  the  brave  foldiers  whom  the  general  dared  to 
infult,  would  not  have  permitted  it  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
They  were  calculated  to  obey  the  voice  of  patriotifm  alone  j  and 
would  have  rcpulfed  and  overcome  the  treafon. 

"  I  fliall  leave  nothing  unfinilhed,"  faid  Pichegru ;  "I  do  not 
wifli  to  be  the  new  third  volume  of  La  Fayette  and  Dumourier." 
He  was  defirous  to  refemble  them  in  perfidy  ;  but  he  wifhed  alfoto 
furpafs  them  in  fuccefs,  and  in  the  completion  of  his  guilt.  Be- 
old  then  the  fecrct  of  that  favour  wftich  royalifm  conftantly 
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afterwards  granted  to  Pichegru.  This  is  the  reafon  why  he  was 
the  firft  to  be  chofen  prefident  of  the  council  of  Five  Hundred, 
after  the  entry  of  the  third.  And  this  explains  the  calumnies 
which  were  heaped  on  the  Executive  Diredtory,  when  it  merely, 
however,  accepted  of  the  refignation  of  that  general,  whofe  in- 
fidelity it  fcarcely  began  to  fee  through  and  fufpeft.  Subdued  or 
(be  13th  Vendemiaire,  royal  if m  for  a  moment  yielded  to  the 
form:  for  feveral  months  after  it  difplayed  itfelf  under  the  hide- 
ous features  of  terrorifm  alone,  per fe (Sly  certain  of  profiting 
almoft  equally,  either  by  the  fuccefs  or  defeat  of  this  new  kind  of 
manoeuvre.  Such,  citizens,  is  the  danger  of  anarchy,  that  if  it 
triumphs,  it  leads  to  royalty  through  calamities  and  crimes,  and 
can  only  be  febdued  by  caufing  the  public  authorities  to  aflume  a 
carnage  invariably  more  or  lefs  favourable  to  the  partifans  of 
defpotifm.  This  laft  maxim*  has' been  but  too  much  verified 
during  fifteen  months  part ;  and  royalifm,  ftrengthened  by  the 
defeat  of  a  few  brigands,  whofe  rage  it  had  itfelf  organized,  and 
whofe  attempts  it  had  directed,  would  fince  the  commencement 
of  that  period  have  made  a  progrefs,  if  not  more  extenfivc,  at 
leaft  more  rapid,  provided  one  of  its  orators  had  not  been  in  too 
much  hafte  to  point  out  the  aim  it  had  in  view.  This  orator, 
named  Lemerer,  has  been,  as  well  as  Merfan,  acknowledged  by 
Duvernede  Preile  to  be  the  known  and  eftablifhed  intermediary 
agent  between  a  part  of  the  legiflative  body  and  the  agents  of  the 

Cnder.  When,  in  the  month  of  Fruflidor  of  the  4th  year, 
erer  undertook,  in  one  of  the  national  tribunes,  to  point  out 
the  conftitution  of  1791  as  the  objeft  of  the  regret  of  his  party  $ 
*hen  he  rafhly  infulted  the  triumph  which  liberty  obtained  on  the 
10th  of  Auguft,  1792,  the  eyejs  of  all  the  faithful  deputies  were 
ioftantly  opened,  and,  from  that  time  to  the  ift  of  Prairial  laft, 
fay  conftamiy  oppofed  to  every  counfer-revoluiionary  propofition, 
their  zeal,  their  energies,  and  their  votes.  Obliged  to  adjourn, 
on  the  ift  Prairial,  the  epoch  of  its  legiflative  fway,  royalifm 
gave  a  new  dire&ion  to  its  efforts.  It  encircled  the  feat  of 
government  more  clofely  than  ever;  and  by  eflablifhing  agents, 
guards  and  emiffaries  on  all  (ides ;  by  organizing  .their  connec- 
tions, their  fubordination,  and  their  correfpondence  ;  by,  in  fome 
ftteafure,  fetting  up  a  counter-revolution  in  each  department  and 
10  each  commune,  it  fought  at  once  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
c'cftions,  and  to  fecure  a  military  force  which  it  might  bring  into 
*ftion  at  its  pleafurc.  Such,  citizens,  from  the  month  of  Plu- 
▼iofe,  was  the  power  of  royalifm,  that  the  difcovery  of  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  Brottier,  Dunan,  and  Villcurnois,  merely  augmented 
K*  audacity,  and  fortified  its  means  even  by  their  manifeftation^ 
Never  did  confpirators,  fo  fully  convicted  by  their  writings  and 
^nfeffions,  find  more  apologifts,  fupportcrs,  and  prote<9ors,  who 
<Kd  not  hefitate  to  manifeft  the  lively  intcrcft  ihey  took  in  ttav* 
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caufe.  In  ferving  them,  it  was  found  to  be  more  ufeful  than  danger- 
ous to  difplay  the  full  extent  of  the  different  refources  of  the  party 
under  which  they  adted.  It  can  not  be  doubted,  citizens,  but  that  inthe 
majority  of  the  departments  the  elections  were  the  work' of  this 
party.     In  proof  of  this  you  have  only  to  refer  to  the  debates  of 
the  military  tribunal;  to  the  two  declarations  which  Duvernede 
Preflc  has  placed  in  our  hands,  and  vvKich  we  publifli  this  day; 
and,  finally,  to  the  fentiments  and  conduit  of  the  new  deputies, 
whom  corruption  and  intrigue  gave  to  the  republic.     Emigrants 
inundating  Paris  and  the  departments  more  and  more;  republicans 
either  butchered  or  forced  to  fly  from  their  homes ;  fuperftitioa 
and  fanaticifm  recalled  by  thofe  even  who,  under  the  monarchy, 
contributed  the  moll  effectually  to  profcribe  them  ;  the  patriotic 
inftitutions  abandoned  and  infuhed  ;  the  fymbols  of  royalifm  dis- 
played  audacioufly ;    the  liccntioufncfs  of  the  prefs  carried  to 
an  unexampled  excefs ;  the  purchaf'ers  of  national  domains  me- 
naced, and  even  dripped  of  their  property ;  public  credit  almoft 
annihilated ;  commerce  paralyzed  ;  induftry  precarious ;  private 
tianfaftions  without  either  rule  or  pledge ;  the  national  treafury 
left  without  refources  in  the  midfr  of  numberlefs  and  urgtot 
wants;  difcontcnts  of  every  defcription  at  their  greateft  height; 
difcords  rekindled;  the  defenders  of  the  country  rewarded  forthcif 
triumphs,  facrifices,  and  wounds,  by  infults  and  proscriptions; 
and,  finally,  external  peace  retarded  by  a  declaration  of  new  in* 
novations:  fuch,  citizens,  is  the  picture  which  the  republic  pre- 
sents ;  and  it  is  thus  that  the  hope  of  the  eftablifhment  of  tftf 
constitutional  att,  which  had  been  increafing  for  fome  months* 
has  been  daily  di  flip  a  ted.     No,  it  is  not  to  return  to  fo  muck 
wretcbednefs  and  difgrace  that  you  have  encountered  the  perils  o 
a  revolution.     Your  children,  your  brothers,  your  friends,  ,fl»l 
not  in  vain  have  difperfed  the  armies  of  kings,  and  acquired  tt* 
admiration  of  nations.     The  factious  will  not  be  allowed  tooveC 
throw  the  work  of  the  national  will.     The  conflitution  of  tin 
third  year  (hall  not  be  wrefted  from  us.     Some  of  the  reprefent^ 
tives  of  Blankenbourg,  ufurping  the  title  of  the  chofen  reprefen** 
atives  of  the  people,  emigrants,  chiefs  of  Chouans,  heads  of  co* 
fpirators,  men  who  have  constantly  betrayed  their  duty  in  tfc 
moft  eminent  functions,  (hall  deprive  you  of  the  fruits  of  you. 
labours.     The  legiflative  body  will  doubtlefs  make  a  wife  diftinC 
tion.     It  is  upon  its  patriotifm  and  its  talents  that  you  ought  tS 
rely  for  the  accompli fhrrient  of  this  great  adt  of  juftice  and  neeeE 
fity. — Confide  in  the  legiflative  body,  and  give  the  law  its  courfe 
without  which  your  generous  impulfe,  alfuming  an  irregular  aiw 
improper  direction,  and  proceeding  in  the  mid  ft  of  tumult  toward 
an  objeft  but  faintly  recognized,  you  will  lofe  the  whole  fruit  C 
your  exertion,  if  you  do  not  experience  the  fatal  eflfeel  of  fuc 

conduff 
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condufl,  as  you  already  have  fo  often  experienced  them.  .  Never 
forget,  citizens,  that  we  are  placed  between  two  dangers  equally 
great,  that  of  leaving  behind  the  germs  of  an  evil  which  infallibly 
would  produce  new  (hocks,  and  that  of  perifhing  by  the  too 
Violent  effed  of  the  remedy. 

•        (Signed)  Lareveilliere  LepaUx,  Prcfident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary* 


■    The  Executive  Directory  to  the  Citizens  *f  Paris*  . 

Citizens, 

ROYALTY  has  juft  threatened  the  conftitution  by  a  new 
attack.  After  having,  for  a  whole  year,  fhaken  by  their  dark 
manoeuvres  all  the  foundations  of  the  republic,  they  thought  that 
they  were  fufficiently  powerful  to  consummate  its  deftrudion* 
They  thought  themfelvtc  fufficiently  prote&ed  to  venture  to  aim 
iu  firft  attacks  againft  the  fupreme  depositaries  of  the  executive 
authority.  Arms  were  daily  diliributed  to  the  confpirators  ;  and 
all  Paris  knows,  that  one  of  the  diftributers  was  arretted  with  a 
large  quantity  of  bonds,  upon  which  he  had  already  delivered  a 
great  number  of  firelocks.  Cards  ftamped  Legiflative  Body,  and 
marked  with  an  R,  were  circulated,  fn  order  to  ferve  as  rallying 
fignsto  the  confpirators,  charged  with  the  office  of  maffacring  the 
Krefiory,  and  the  deputies  faithful  to  the  caufe  of  the  people. 

A  great  number  of  emigrants,,  cut-throats  of  Lyons,  and 
brigands  of  La  Vendee,  attra&ed  hither  by  the  intrigues  of 
ftyalifm,  and  the  tender  intereft  publicly  lavifhed  upon  them 
without  fear,  attacked  the  ports  which  furrounded  the  Executive 
Direflory ;  but  the  vigilance  of  the  government,  and  the  chiefs 
°*  the  armed  force,  fruftrated  their  criminal  efforts. 

The  Executive  Directory  is  about  to  lay  before  the  nation  the  au- 
thentic documents  which  it  has  collected  concerning  the  manoeuvres 
°f  the  royalifts.     You  will  fhudder  with  horror,  citizens,  at  the 
P*ots  entered  into  againft  the  fafety  of  every  one  of  you,  againft 
J°Ur  property,   againft  your  deareft  rights,    againft  your  mod 
**crcd  pqifeflions ;  and  you  may  calculate  the  extent  of  the  cala- 
mities from  which  in  future  you  can  alone  be  preferved  by  the. 
Maintenance  of  the  conftitution.     Various  triumphs  had  already 
downed  the  eftablifhment  of  this  conftitution.     Your  generals 
***d  your  intrepid  defenders  had  furrounded  it  with  their  immortal 
**6phiet.     At  the  fame  of  their  victories,  agriculture  and  cum- 
****rce  refumed  their  activity,  public  credit  by  degrees  recovered, 
5°t*fidencc  and  fecurity  began  to  fpring  up  in  every  heart ;  and  this 
18  the  moment  which  has  been  pitched  upon  to  re-kindle  your 
^Qimofities,  to  propagate  fuperftition/ to  re-organize  the  power 
Vol.  VI.  A  a  "  * 
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of  fanaticifm,  to  Tow  doubts  and  alarms  in  every  bread,  by  opeuifi) 
new  avenues  for  the  return  of  emigrants,  to  (hake  the  guarantee « 
public  contracts,  to  give  the  fignal  of  civil  war,  and  to  retard,  to 
the  hopes  with  which  foreign  nations  were  infpired,  the  fo  rood 
wifhed  conclufion  of  peace  with  our  external  foes,  honourable  tn< 
folid,  worthy  of  the  triumphs  of  the  French  people  and  of  their  ge 
nerofity*.  No,  you  will  not  lofe  the  fruits  of  your  long  facrifica 
you  will  rife  indignantly  again!!  thofe  bafe  emigrants,  the  autbw 
of  our  calamities,  of  all  our  agitations,  of  all  our  fu fieri ngs.  Yo 
will  arm  yourfelves  to  flop  their  defigns,  and  to  defend  agaial 
their  attacks  your  perfons,  your  property,  and  your  rights.  Ik 
beware  of  agitations.  Do  not  di (grace  the  mod  glorious  of  Ctufc 
by  the  exceifes  of  an  anarchy  juftly  abhorred.  Refpeft  propcrt) 
Let  not  an  ill-direfted  patriotic  impulfe  throw  you  intoafttt 
confufion.  Obey  no  voice  but  that  of  the  avowed  chiefs  appoints 
by  the  government.  Rely  upon  the  vigilance  of  your  magiftrate 
and  upon  the  exertions  of  your  legiflators,  who  have  remaine 
faithful  to  the  caufe  of  the  people.  Patriotism  will  refume  allf 
energy,  the  conftitution  all  its  force,  the  nation  all  its  glory;  ar 
every  citizen  will  enjoy,  in  their  fulleft  extent,  liberty,  happintf 
and  tranquillity. 

MMMaWMUHMr 
i 

Proclamation  of  18  FrucJidor,  September 4. 

Article  1.  EVERY  perfon  who  (hall  propofe  the  reftoration  ■ 
royalty,  the  eftablifhment  of  the  conftitution  of  1793,  or  to  pla< 
any  of  the  family  of  Orleans  upon  the  throne,  fhall  be  inftantly  ftc 

2.  Perfons  and  property  ihall  be  prote&ed ;  every  perfon  wl 
fhall  commit  any  a£t  of  pillage,  fhall  be  put  to  death  immediate 
upon  detection. 

3.  The  general  commanding  the  17th  divifion  is  entruftedwi 
theftricl:  execution  of  this  decree,  which  fhall  be  publifhed  in  tl 
form  of  a  proclamation,  printed  andftugk  up  in  Paris. 


Decree  of  18  Fruclic/or,  Scpte?nber  4. 

THE  Executive  Directory,  confidering  the  motives  which  fo* 
moment  prevent  the  members  of  the  two  councils  from  repairir 
to  the  ordinary  halls  of  their  fittings,  and  confidering  the  urge? 
neceffity  which  requires  that  their  labour  fhould  experience  I 
interruption,  decrees  as  follows  : 

1.  Thofe  who  occupy  the  Hall  of  the  Odeon,  and  School 
Health,  are  required,  under  pain  of  rebellion,  inftantly  to  gr 
them  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  und 
referve  of  an  indemnification. 

2.  The  miniftcr  of  the  interior  fhall  take  meafures  for  the  ex« 
cution  of  this  decree,  Tl 
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The  Executive  Directory,  apprifed  that  the  malcontents  are 
attempting  to  form  a  point  of  union  in  ,the  administrations  at 
prefenteStab  lifted  at  Paris,  decrees  the  following,  in  virtue  of  the 
196th  article  of  the  constitution  : 

i.  The  members  of  the  central  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Seine,  and  thofe  of  the  municipal  ad  mini  drat  ions  of 
the  twelve  circles  of  Paris,  are  provisionally  fufpended  from  all 
their  functions. 

2.  Till  the  fufpenfion  is  taken  off,  they  are  prohibited  to 
aflemble,  under  the  penalties  enafted  by  the  6th  article  of  the  5th 

*  feSion  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  penal  code. 

3.  The  central  bureau  alone  remains  in  the  exercife  of  its 
ftnftions. 

:4»  The  commiffioners  of  the  Directory  to  thefe  administrations 
ftall  fuperintend  the  execution  of  this  decree,  which  (hall  be  im- 
mediately notified  and  publilhed. 


* 

Mandate  of  the  Executive  Direclory,  dated  i$,Fruclidor,  September  4* 

THE  Executive  Directory  refolves,    that,  by  virtue   of  the 

*45ft*  article  of  the  constitutional  a£t,  an  order  be  iSTued  for  all 

the  executors  of  the  decrees  of  juflice  to  carry  into  the  prifon  of 

La  Force  the  editors  and  printers  of    the  thirty-two  journals, 
-  etHed,-  

Courier  des   Departemens;    Courier  Republicain ;    Mercure 
Univerfclle^.  Cenfeur  des  Journaux  ;  L'Auditeur  National;  Le 
MeSTager  du  Soir;  I/Eclair  ;  Journal  de  Perlet ;  Quotidienne; 
Gazette  Franc^aife  ;    Gazette  Univerfeile  ;  Veridique  ;  PoSlillon 
.**  Artaees ;  Precurfeur ;  JournaJ  General  de    France ;  L'Ac- 
tyifateur  Public ;  Les  Rapfodies ;  La  Tribune,  ou  Journal  des 
Anions;    Le  Grondeuri   Journal  des  Colonies;  Journal  des 
£Pe$ac|es;    Le  Dejeuner;  L'Europe  Litteraire ;  Journal  de  la 
^refpondence ;  LeThe;  Le  Memorial ;  Les  Annates  Univer- 
ses; Le  Miroir;  Les  Nouvelles   Politiques ;   Les  A6tes  des 
^Poftres ;  L'Aurora  ;  and  L'Etoile : 

All  of  them  accufed  of  a  confpiracy  againSt  the  interiof  and 
**terior  fafety  of  the  republic,  and  particularly  of  an  application 
■'0r. the  re- establishment  of  royalty,  and  the  diflblution  of  the  re- 
publican government,  in  order  to  their  being  apprehended  and 
iJf°Ught  to  trial  as  fuch,  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  23d 
pfcnninal,  4th  year.  They  order  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  La 
-^°rce  to  receive  them  all,  conformably  to  the  law  of  thb  23d 
^rtninal,  4th  year  ;  and  all  the  depofitaries  of  public  force  to 
?**Om  the  prefent  mandate  of  arrefl  Shall  be  notified,  to  ufe  force, 
**tceffary,  for  its  execution. 

A  a  a  T 
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The  mmiflers  of  general  police  and  of  juftice,  are  cotormf- 
fioned  each  ot  them,  as  far  as  concerns  them,  to  execute  the  pre.? 
fent  order,  which  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  bulletin  of  laws,  and 
placarded  in  the  commune  of  Paris. 

(Signed)     The  Prefident  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory, 

Larev^illiere  Lipaux. 
By  the  Executive  Directory, 

The  Secretary  Geneial,  La  GARDE. 


Decree  of  the  18/A  Fruclidor. 


THE  Executive  Directory,  extremely  well  fatisfied  with  th« 
manner  in  which  the  grenadiers  of  the  legiflative  body  have  col*- 
ducked  themfelves  on  this  important  day,  for  the  welfare  of  th* 
republic,   and  defirous  inftantly  to  give  them  a  teiHmony  of  thei' 
confidence,  apprife   them  that  the  halls  of  the  Odeon  and  tl"*^ 
School  of   Health  are   provifionally  deftined  for  the  reception  *** 
the  legiflative  body,  and  invites  them  to  repair  thither  to  contiBi 
their  fervice.. 

The  general  in  chief  is  appointed  to  tranfmit  them  this  decre 
(Signed)         Lareveilliere  Lepaux,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary. 


Document  found  at  Venice  in  the  Port- Folio  of  M.  tPAntraigues/a 

entirely  written  with  his  own  Hand. 

TVTY  converfation         *         with  the  Count  Montgaillard,  t 
■**     4th  of  December,  1796,  from  fix  o'clock  in  the  aftern 
until  midnight. 

The  Count  Montgaillard  has  been  at  Venice  fince  the  mon 
of  September ;  I  knew  it  by  public  report,  but  without  havi 
ever  feen  him,  though  I  had  heard  much  talk  of  him. 
Abbe  Dumontel,  his  friend,  came  to  wiy  houfe  to  excufe  himfcl- 
on  account  of  the  weighty  reafons  which  had  prevented  him  firtii 
feeing  me,  and  which  he  explained  to  me  the  moment  he  w-^ 
able. 

The         *         I  received  a  letter  from  Fauche  Borel,  of  Nei» 
chatel,  which   requefted  me   to  remit  600  Iivres  to  the  Cou 
Montgaillard,  and  to  engage  to  meet  him  immediately  at  Bafle 

I  informed  the  Count  Montgaillard  of  it ;  he  fent  the  Abl 


*  It  is  d'Antraigues  who  writes.     All  the  afterifms  in  this  docum 
point  out  the  illegible  words. 
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Duroontel  to  me — refufed  at  firft  the  fix  hundred  livres,  but  fifteen 
days  after  fent  to  requeft  them  :  he  de fired  a  meeting  on  the  ift 
of  December,  afterwards  he  poftponed  it  to  the  4th,  and  at  length' 
he  came  yeilerday,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  the  Abbe 
Dumontel. 

After  having  difcourfed  minutely  concerning  his  efcape,  his 
journey  to  England,  his  return  to  ,  bis  quarrels  with  the 

lower  fort  of  the  emigrants,  who,  in  whatever  country  they 
were,  would  neither  act  nor  let  others  ad,  and  who,  in  their 
mifery,  retained  more  Jacobin  democracy  than  the  club  of  Jaco- 
bins in  the  midft  of  their  triumph  : 

After  having  fpoken  upon  that  fubjeft,  1  faid  to  him,  But 
what  do  you  do  at  prefent  ?  It  is,  faid  he,  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
truding you  that  I  a*n  come  to  your  hbufe;  but  we  muft.take 
natters  up  a  little  further  back.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  17959 
1  was  at  Bade. 

I  had  previoufly  quitted  Holland,  after  having  received  orders 
to  depart,  and  the  offer  of  Lord  St.  Helen's  to  remain  there,  if  I 
would  promife  not  to  write,  which  I  refufed.  1  had  before  had 
a  conversation  with  the  miniftcr  of  Denmark.  He  afked  ne 
what  I  thought  of  the  revolution?  I  replied  generally,  when  he 
interrupted  me  *  to  tell  me,  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  more 
freely  to  me;  he  faid,  I  look  upon  the  coalefced  Kings  as 
thieves,  who  pick  our  pockets,  while  we  are  leading  them  on  to 
power. 

It  w,as  after  my  voyage  to  the  Hague  that  I  firft  went  to  Neuf- 
chat  el,  and  after  wards' to  Bade. 

The  Ifcince  of  Conde  called  me  to  Mulheim,  and  knowing 
*M  the  relations  T  had  in  France,  propofed  to  me  to  found  Gene* 
**1  Pichegru,  whofe  head-quarters  were  at  Alterkirken. 

General  Pichegru  was  then  accompanied  by  four  conventional 

^preventatives. 

I  jepaired  with  four  or  five  hundred  louis  to  Neufchatel.     I 

-  wught  to  make  the  firft  overtures  to  Fauche  Borel,  the  King's 

printer,    at  Neufchatel,  your  printer  alfo  as  well  as  mine,    a 

fanatic  in  the  caufe  of  royalty,  replete  with  courage,  zeal,  and 

tfithufiafm  ;  with  a  little  mind,  but  the  want  of  it  fupplied  by 

feadinefs  and  probity.     I  aflbciated  M.  Courant  with  him,  who, 

J$|r    fourteen  years,    had   been  in  the   fervice  of  Frederick  the 

Great,  as   his   afkive  agent  of  refources,    poffefled  of  a 

JanS-froid  which  nothing  can  difturb,  and  which  he  enjoys  in  a 

greater  degree   than  valour:    he  has  the  moft  determined   in- 

trePidity. 

I  pr-rfuaded  them  to  take  charge  of  the  commiflion  ;  I  furniftied 
"■era  wjth  inftnj&ions  and  paffports.  They  were  ftrangers.  1 
",rnifl1ed  them  with  pretences  to  travel  through  France  as  foreign 
mexcJiajots,   purchafers  of  national  domains.     When  I  thought 
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they  were  ready,  I  recommended  them  to  God,  and  I  fet  out  tot 
hear  frefti  news  at  Bade.  '   ^ 

The  13th  Auguft,  1795,  Fauche  and  Courant  fet  out  for  the 
head-quarters  at  Alterkirken  ;  they  remained  there  eight  days  ; 
feeing   General   Pichegru   furrounded   with   reprefentatives  and 

fcnerals,  without  the  power  of  fpeaking  to  him.  However, 
Ichegru  obfervedT  them,  particularly  Fauche,  and  feeing  them 
afliduous  wherever  he  palled,'  he  gueifed  he  had  fomething  to  fay 
to  him,  and  he  fpoke  aloud  as  he  parted  by  him,  "  I  am  going  to 
Huningue."  Immediately  Fauche  fet  out  for  that  place.  Piche- 
gru arrived  with  the  four  reprefentatives  and  feven  generals. 

Fauche  found  means  to  prefent  himfelf  before  him  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  covered  way ;  Pichegru  remarked  him,  and  though  it 
rained  torrents,  he  faid  aloud,  "  I  am  going  to  dine  at  the  houie 
of  Madame  de  Salomon."  The  chateau  is  three  miles  from 
Huningue;  and  this  Madame  de  Salomon  is  the  miftrefsof  Piche- 
gru. Fauche  immediately  fet  out  and  arrived  at  the  village. 
After  dinner  he  went  to  the  chateau,  and  aflced  to  fee  General 
Pichegru.  The  latter  received  him  in  a  gallery,  where  he. was 
taking  coffee. 

Fauche  then  told  him,  that  he  was  in  pofTeflion  of  a  manufcript 
of  J.J.  Roufleau,  which  he  wifhed  to  dedicate  to  him.  Very 
well,  faid.  Pichegru,  but  I  mud  read  it  firft,  for  Roufleau  has 
principles  of  liberty  which  do  not  accord  with  mine  ;  and  to 
which,  therefore,  I  (hould  be  very  forry  to  give  the  fan£Hort  of 
my  name.  But,  faid  Fauche  to  him,  I  hive  another  thing  to 
tell  you.  What  is  it  ?  and  on  whofe  behalf? — On  the  part  of 
the  Prince  de  Conde.  Hold  your  peace,  and  wait  upon  rric. 
Then  he  conducted  him  alone  into  a  private  chamber,  and  then 
being  tete-a-tete  with  him,  he  faid,  Explain  yourfelf  what  the 
Prince  of  Conde  wants  of  me. 

Fauche  was   embarrafled,    and  eould  not   in  a  moment  fin<* 
words.     He  hefitated.     Take  courage,  faid  Pichegru ;  1  am    °* 
the  fame  way  of  thinking  as  the  Prince  of  Conde.     What  docs 
he  want  with  me? — Fauche,  encouraged,  then  faid  to  him,  TT**10 
Prince  of  Conde  defires  that  he  may         *         to  you.     He    &c* 
pends  upon  you.     He  wifties  to  be  united  to  you.     Thefe     ^-lfC 
vague    and    ufelefs  things,    faid    Pichegru   to  him;    they  nn^^.n 
nothing.     Return,  and  afk  for  written  inftruclions,  and  com^      lU 
three  days  to  my  head-quarters  at  Alterkirken,  you  will  find    *? 
there  alone,  precffely  at  fix  in  the  evening.     Immediately  Fai*^ 
let  out,  came  to  my  houfe,  and,  with  tranfports,  gave  me 
account  of  all. 

I  pafled  the  night  in  framing  a  letter  to  General  Pichegru. 
Prince  of  Conde,  furnifhed  with  full  powers  from  Louis  XV! 
except  that  of  bellowing  blue  ribands,  had,  by  his  own  h»_ 

writ   *& 
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j,  invefted  me  with  full  powers  to.  negotiate  with  General 
;ru. 

:onfequence  of  this,  therefore,  I  wrote  to  the  General*  I 
id  all  that  could  awake  in  his  bread  the  noble  fentiment  of 
ide,  which  is  the  inftindfc  of  great  fouls ;  and  after  .having 
nted  to  him  the  good  he  was  capable  of  performing,  I 
to  him  of  the  gratitude  of  the  King,  for  the  fervice  which 
aid  render  his  country  by  eftablifhing  royalty.  I  told  him 
s  Majefty  would  create  him  *  marlhal  of  France, 
vernor  of  A 1  face.  No  one  could  better  govern  it  than  he 
ad  fo  valiantly  defended  it. 

X  he  fhould  have  the  blue  riband;  the  caftle  of  Chambaud, 
ts  park,  and  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,-  taken  from  the 
ins  ;  a  million  of  ready  money,  an  income  of  200,000 
an  eftablifhment  at  Paris,  the  *  d'Arbois,  the 
'  of  General  Pichegru,  and  (hould  be  exempt  from  every 
for  fifteen  years.  The  penfion  of  200,000  livres  to  revert 
If  to  his  wife,  and  50,000  livres  to  .his  children  for  ever, 
be  extinction  of  his  race. 

I*  were  the  offers  made  in  the  name  of  the  King ;  the  con- 
on  of  all  his  officers  in  their  ranks;  promotion  for  all  whom 
mid  recommend;  a  gratuity  to  every  commandant  who 
give  up  his  place,  and  an  exemption  from  import  to  every 
'Inch  mall  open  its  gates;  and  an  unreferved  annuity  to 
of  every  defcription.  I  added,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
1  that  he  would  proclaim  the  King  in  his  camp,  and  fhould 
:  up  the  city  of  Huningue,  and  jpin  him,  in  order  to 
to  Paris. 

legru,  after  having  read  all  this  With  the  greatefl  attention, 
>  Fauche,  It  is  very  well ;  but  who  i$  this  Montgaillard, 
lys  he  is  fo  authorized  ?  I  neither  am  acquainted  with  him 
j  fignature.  Is  he  the  author  P  Yes,  faid  Fauche.  But,  faid 
jru,  I  defire,  before  any  overture  on  my  part,  to  be  affured, 
ie  Prince  of  Conde,  whofe  hand-writing  I  very  well  recol- 
tpprovgs  of  what  has  •  been  written  in  his  name  by  M.  de 
ratllard.  Return  immediately  to  M.  de  Montgaillard,  and 
him  to  inform  the  Prince  of  Conde  of  my  anfwer. 
nediately  Fauche  fet  out,  left  M.  Courant  with  Pichegru, 
turned  to  me. 

ring  arrived  at  Bafie  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  gave 
account  of  his  million.  Inftantly  I  went  to  Mulheim,  the 
[uarters  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  arrived  there  half  an 
iter  midnight.  The  Prince  was  gone  to  bed  ;  I  had  him 
ted:  he  made  me  fit  by  his  fide  on  the  bed,  and  then  began 
inference, 

cr.  having  inftrufled  the  Prince  of  Conde  as  to  the  ftate  of 
,  he  only  bufied  himfelf  in  engaging  him  to  write  to  Gene- 


/ 
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ftl  Pichegru,  fn  order  to  confirm  the  truth  of  what  had  teen  fail 
in  his  name. 

The  negotiation,  fo  fimple  in  itsobjed,  To  neceifaiy,  folittlt 
fufceptible  of  obftacles,  neverthelefs  lafted  the  whole  night. 

T  he  Prince,  as  brave  as  it  is  poflible  to  be  as  the  gxea 

Conde — of  determined  intrepidity.  With  refped  to  the  reft,  h 
is  the  moll  infignifiCant  of  men;  without  means,  as  well  as  with 
out  charadter ;  fur  rounded  by  men  of  the  moft  moderate  talents 
fome  the  vileft,  others  the  moft  perverfe — knowing  them  well 
and  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  ruled  by  them* 

Thefe  are  for  the  moft  part  emigrants.  They  wifli  to  make 
revolution  a  mean  of  fignalizing  themfelves.  Thefe  gentry,  fuel 
as  M.  dc  MonteiTon,  La  Jair,  Bouthiliere,  are  men  without  an 
other  means  than  thofe  of  civility  towards  the  Prince;  they  ay 
actuated  but  by  two  principles  in  their  whole  condud.  If  a  ma: 
of  real  talen's  offers  himfelf,  who  prefents  plans  of  a  vaft  ester 
and  great  difficulty,  they  permit  him  to  begin  the  bufineff ;  the 
they  endeavour  to  make  the  author  lofe  his  labour.  This  is  whs 
is  called  throughout  France,  the  real  talents  of  courtiers,  wh 
fmile  when  they  fee  devote  themfelves  to  a  matter,  fror 

whom  they  are  fure  of  obtaining  more  by  bafenefs  than  by  ici 
rices,  and  to  whom  it  is  better  to  be  the  cook  or  lacquey,  tha 
the  minifter  or  the  general. 

The  other  principle  of  all  the  of  the  King,  or  < 

the  Princes,    is  to  hinder  every  counter-revolution  from  wbic 
they  are  not  to  derive  an  advantage,  and  to  prefer  the  prcfes 
(late  of  things  to  every  other  which  does  not  load  them  with  s 
forts  of  advantages. 
.    Such  are  the  fyftems  of  the  King,  or  of  the  Prince  of  Condi* 

Thefe  pcrfons  have  an  enormous  defedr. ;  they  have  neither  tl 
means  nor  abilities  fufficient  to  comprehend  an  extend ve  plan,  < 
to  perceive  the  real  objedt  of  a  grand  bufinefs.  They  have  ft 
lefs  that  courage  of  mind  which  direfts  the  attention  of  men  ' 
talents  to  their  real  obje&,  and  induces  them  to  confider  tl 
means  by  which  it  is  to  be  attained.  But  the  Prince  of  Cond 
befet  by  his  flatterers,  has  ingrafted  his  ideas  on  their  ideas,  & 
having  become  as  timid  by  regarding  minute  circumftances,  as 
was  infignificant  in  the  field,  he  dreads  trifles  as  much  as  th 
did  ike  the  found  of  cannon. 

It  required  nine  hours  labour,  fitting  on  his  bed,  by  his  fi« 
to  make  him  write  to  General  Pichegru  a  letter,  confiding 
nine  lines.  Firft  he  would  not  have  it  his  own  hand-writii 
then  he  would  not  date  it,  then  he  would  not  call  him  Geri*5 
Pichegru,  for  fear  of  acknowledging  the  republic,  by  giving  t* 
that  title.  Then  he  would  not  write  the  addrefs;  then  he  refa* 
to  put  his  arms;  at  laft  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  putting  his  (+ 
At  length,   however,   he  finifhed,   and  wrote  to  him  that 

s  &<= 


fhould  place  fyll  confidence  in  the  letters  that  the -Count  de-Mpfltf 
gaillard  had  written  in  his  name,  and  on  his  behalf.  That  beiftg 
done,  another  difficulty  prefented.  itfelf"*-the<P|rjnce  wjfhed  to 
recall  his  letter.  It  was  neceflary  to  perfuade  hiai,  that,  by  not 
recalling  it,  it  would  be  given  up  to  him,  after  having  produced 
the  effeft  to  be  expe&ed  from  it.  He  delivered  it  with  difficulty, 
v  At  laft  I  departed  at  day -break  for  Bafle.  I  haftcned  F*Mtfhe  to 
Alierkirken  to  General  Pichegru. 

.  The  general,  when  he  opened  the  Prince's  letter, .  confiding 
only  of  eight  lines,  recollected  the  character  and  figtfaturs ;  read 
it,  and  immediately  gave  it  back  to  Fauehe,  faying,  J  -have  feen 
the  fignature,  and  that  is  fufficient  for  me^*tiv3  word  pf  p  Prince 
fo  a  pledge  with  which  every  Frenchman  (bould  be  confuted; 
take  him  back  his  letter.  v 

Then  the  queftion  was,  what  the  Prince  required  1  Fawh$  ex- 
plained what  his  defire  was : 

i (I.  That  he  fhould  proclaim  the  King  in  his  .army,  aqfl 
(hwhi  raife  the  white  ftandard. 

2d.  .That  hethould  deliver  up  Huningue  to  the  Prince*  - 

Pichegru  refufed—"  I  will  not  do  things  by  &ajvts,"  he  ftid; 
"  I  dp  not  witfi  to  make  the  third  volume  to  I*  Fayette  frad  :E>Ht 
snowier.  I  know  what  my  means  are,  they  aire  ap  iWftin  -a$ 
they  are  extenfive.  They  have  their  roots  not  pnly  in  fljy  iawj# 
but  at  Paris,  in  the  Convention,  in  the  departments,  and  injthf 
armies  of  thofe  generals  who  think  as  I  do.  J  dp  not  yy'tfy  to 
undertake  .a  partial  affair. — We.  mud  finifti  the  tofoefs— rFrafl£e 
p«not  exift  as  a  republic — There  muft  be  a  King— We  muft 
have  Louis  XVIII.  But  we  mud  mat :  flommence  the  <c$>u*it£iv 
revoUwien  without  being  quite  certain  of  fucceedttig,  flt&d  jtfift  in 
a  fhort  time." ,    This  is  my  motto.  ''-  im  \\ 

"The  Prince's  plan  tends  to  nothing;  he  would  be  drive.ftp^t 
of  Huningue  in  four  days,  and  1  fhould  be  ruined  in  a  fprf  night. 
My  army  is  compofed  of  honed  men  and  rogues.  It  is  neceflj^py 
to  feparate  the  one  from  the  other,  and  to  far  engage  the  forqaer* 
f  by  a  great  meafure,  that  they  may  no  longer  be  able  to  jetf§&* 
9nd  fee  no  fafety  but  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking*  To  at- 
tain it,  I  offer  to  crofs  the  Rhine  in  ajiy  pajt  pointed  out,  thp 
-day  and  hour  fixed  on,  and  with  the  number  of  foWiers  pf  different 
Jtinds  that  may  be  required. 

.     "  I  (hall  previoufly  place  in  all  the  forts  officers  to  bejelied  cw* 
whofe  fentiments  agree  with  mine. 

"  I  fhall  -remove  the  fcoundrels,  and*  place  them  is  filiations 
ia  which  they  can  do  no  injury,  and  which  will  render  it  kqpof«- 
Jible  for  them  to  unite.  When  this  is  done,  I  (hall  go  tp  the 
other  fide  of  the  Rhine  and  proclaim  the  King,  I  (hall  hoift  the 
white  fiandard*  and  the  army  of  Cowie  and  the  £*np£ror  will 
ittrije  whh  us.    J  will  immediately  crofs  t\ve  ^tt\\ra>  vcA  \s.-*w\fc\ 
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France.     The  fortrefles  (hall  be  delivered  up  and  garrifoned 
the  name  of  the  King  by  the  Imperial  troops. 

"  -United  with  Conde 's  army,  I  (hall  march  immediately  f 
•ward.  My  refburces  will  then  every  where  develope  themfeh 
and  we  lhall  march  to  Paris.  We  (hall  be  there  in  fourth 
days. 

"But  it  is  neceffary  you  (hould  know  that  royalty  will  not 
very  agreeable  to  the  French  troops.  To  make  them  cry  Viz 
Roij'it.  will  be  necefftry  to  give  them  fome  wine,  and  a  crowi 
each  man's  hand. 

"  Nothing  {hould  be  fpared  in  the  firft  moment. 

€t  Report  this  to  the  Prince,  and  bring  me  back  his  anfwer. 

Every  thing  impofed  on  the  Prince  of  Conde  the  neceflitj 
deciding,  and  of  deciding  fpeedily. 

Further — good  fenfe  impoftd  upon  him  another  neceffity,  1 
of  difpaflionately  examining  what  kind  of  a  man  Pichegni  v 
'what  he  was  to  give  up,  and  what  were  his  proportions. 

Europe  acknowledged  his  talents,  and  he  had  put  the  Prino 
,a  fituation  to  judge  of  his  good  faith. 

Further,  his  conduit.,  his  plans,  were  frefh  proofs.  By  p 
Jngthe  Rhine,  and  placing  himfelf  between  the  armies  of  Co 
and  Wurmfer,  he  rendered  his  defertion  impoflible,  and  if 
fuccefs  did  not  anfwer  he  would  be  rendering  himfelf  an  e 
grant. 

What  ftupidity  to  pretend  to  know  the  army  of  Pichegru  hie 
than  Pichegru  himfelf!  to  pretend  to  know  the  frontier  pro  vii 
better  than  Pichegru,  who  commanded  them,  and  who  had  pU 
his  friends  as  commandants  of  the  cities  ! 

This  pretention,  however,  loft  monarchy  for  this  time, 
well  as  fo  many  others.  The  Prince  of  Conde,  on  reading 
plan,  Wholly  reje6ted  it. 

"It*:was  neceflary  for  its  fuccefs  that  the  Auftrians  (hould  t 
part  in  it.     Pichegru  demanded  it.     The  Prince  of  Conde 
Jblutely  refufed,  in  order  that  he  might  have  the  whole  glory- 
counter  revolution,     v 

He  anfwercd  Pichegru  by  observations  ;  and  the  conclufioi 
his  anfwer  was  to  revert  to  his  fir  ft  plan  : 
■'■  That  Pichegni  fhould  proclaim  the  King  without  palling 
Rhine  ;  that  he  fhould  give  up  Huningue ;  and  that  then  the  a 
of  Conde  alone,  %and  without  the  affiftance  of  the  Germ 
fhould  join  it. 

That  for  this  fervice  he  could  promife  one  hundred. thou 
crowns  in   louis,  which   he  had  at  Bade,  and  one  million 
hundred  thoufand  livres,  which  he  had  in  good  bills,  payable 
mediately. 

The  fa*  °f  t'ie  Prince  of  Conde,  not  to  communicate 
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plan  to  Wurmfer,  or  partake  of  the  glory  with  him,  rendered 
hkn  blind  and  deaf. 

It  was  neceifary  to  report  thefe  obfervations  to  Pichegru,  and 
.  M.  Courant  was  charged  to  do  fo. 

I  certify  that  this  paper  was  found  in  the  port- folio  of  M* 
(FAntraigues,  opened  in  the  prefence  of  the  General  in  chief, 
Buonaparte,  and  of  General  Clarke,  and  marked  and  attefted 
by  me. 

The  General  of  Divifion,  chief  of  the  Etat  Major  General, 

(Signed)  Berthier. 

Montelello,  the  5/A  Prairial, 
gtbyear  of  the  Republic. 

Paper  found  in  the  Poffeffion  ofAntraigues,  and  in  his  own  Manufiript. 

€€  Marechal  of  France,  governor  of  Alface.  The  caftle  of 
Chambaud  and  its  park,  with  twelve  pieces  'of  cannon,  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Auftrians.  A  million  in  ready  money.  An 
annuity  of  two  hundred  thoufand  livres.     A  hotel  at  Paris. 

€t  The  eftate  d'Arbois,  the  native  place  of  General  Pichegru,  to- 
b^r  the  name  of  Pichegru. 

**  A  penfion  of  two  hundred  thoufand  livres;  the  half  in  re- 
Vcrfion ,  to  his  wife,  and  fifty  thoufand  livres  to  his  children,  till 
tbc  failure  of  his  defendants. 

€c  The  Prince  of  jConde  wifties  him  to  proclaim  the  King  in  his 
^tdp ;  to  deliver  up  to  him  the  town  of  Huningue  ;  to  join  him, 
a**d  march  to  Paris." 

*~e*ter  from  the  Prince  of  Condi  to  M.  Imlert  Colomes,  formerly 
•Echevin  at  Lyons >  principal  Agent  of  Louis  XVllL  in  that  City ; 
*rafed  from  the  Lift  of  Emigrants^  by  a  Decree  of  the  ift  of 
Pj-airial,  in  the  fifth  Teary  and  calling  himfelf  in  confequence,  a 
Jlfember  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred. 

**  The  King  has  thought  proper  to  fend  M.  de  Befignan  to 
yons;  I  invite  you,  Sir,  to  receive  him  with  the  refpeft  due  to 
**)an  honoured  with  the  confidence  of  his  Majefty.     I  take  the 
r>  *v^ntage  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  aflurances  of 
^^  fatisfa&ion  of  his  Majefty,  and  my  own  (ulcere  attachment.'* 

2  t  appears  from  this  letter : 

* .  That  M.  Imbert  Colomes  was  the  agent  of  the  King  at 
Vcrtis. 

P      ^.  That  his  Majefty  Louis  XVIII.  was  extremely  well  fatif- 
**~*  with  his  fervices. 

.  That  M.  Imbert  Colomes  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  greateft 
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credit  "ffith  mi  MAstfeR,  fince  M.  de  Befignan  confideted  At 
obtaining  this  letter  as  of  fo  much  importance-.  f    ' 

4.  And  Uftlyythat  M.  Imbert  Colonies  is  not  a  republican, 
and  confequently  cannot  have  a  feat  in  the  legi dative  body  reprt» 
fcnting  the  French  people ;  as  neither  can  Matthieu,  Dumas, 
Lernarchand,  Gornicourt,  &c.  &c.  of  whofe  royalifm  we  flkall 
hereafter  give  inconteftable  proofs*  It  is  for  the  people  to  pta* 
nounce  what  fuch  fervices  merit. 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  AI.  de  Befignan  to  M.  Wiclham>  Amhaffa- 

dor  from  England  in  Switzerland. 

i 

"  You  had  the  goodnefs  to  fpeak  to  me  yefterday  of  a  letter 
which  Monfeigneur  the  Prince  of  Conde  wrote  to  M.  Imbert 
Colomes,  principal  agent  of  the  King  at  Lyons,"  &c»  &c. 

The  fame  to  the  Marquis  de  Montejfon. 

November  £• 

c<  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me  on  the  31ft  ult.  but  I  confefs  that  I  found  it  too 
fhort.  It  is  confined  to  recommending  me  to  Mf.  Wickhtf*** 
ambaflador  from  England  in  Switzerland;  to  obtain  from  Hi tA 
this  letter,  for  M*  Imbert  Colomes,"  &c.  &c. 

1 

The  fame  to  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

<c  What  I  had  fo  much  reafon  to  fear,  has  at  laft  happened* 
Your  Highnefs  muft  recollect  all  the  varied  fcenes  which  ha^c 
been  acted  at  Mulheim  with  refpeft  to  me.     But  you  fure!~7 
never  could  have  expected  that  Mr.   Wickham,  after  having  fai<* 
that  every  thing  was  arranged  ;  that,  fince  I  confenled  to  (tc%^ e 
under  the  order?  of  Meflrs.  de  Precy  and  de  Chavannes,  he  fa~** 
no  inconvenience  in  fending  me  to  Lyons,  and  that  he  had  Wfo*^ 
to  prepare  the  way  for  my  reception  ;  your  Highnefs*  I  fay,  cou'^-^ 
not  have  expected  that  this  fame  Mr.  Wickham  mould  now  *^  < 
me  that  terror  reigns  at  Lyons,  that  M.  Imbert  Colomes,  ar»^ 
others,  have  been  obliged  to  fecrete  themfelves,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  But,  in  any  cafe,  I  venture  to  hope,  that  your  Highnefs  w£—  * 
not  long  leave  me  without  a  letter  for  M.  Imbert  Colomes ;  ^^! 
order,  efpecially,  that  I  may  be  reimbursed  th«  money  I  ha' 
expended,  which  amounts  to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixt 
eight  livrest" 
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Declaration  of  Duverne  Duprejk,  or  Dunar.t,  annexed  to  the  Secret 
RigiJUr  of  the  Directory,  ixtb  Vent  of ey  $th  Tear. 

FIRST    DECLARATION* 

Citizens, 

I  do  not  diflemble  that,  in  beginning  this  written  detail,  I  am 
About  to  put  into  your  hands  that  of  my  own  condemnation. 
1  But  although  I  am  far  from  being  infenfible  to  my  own  perfonal 
'ifttereft,  I  am  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  it  is  a  far  different  motive 
Which  has  determined  me  to  take  a  ftep  very  difficult  to  be  mifin- 
tfcrpreted,  which  I  fliall  not  hefitate  to  undertake,  although  I 
hid  not  to  encourage  me  the  engagement  which  you  have  con- 
lr*aed, 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  iince  the  revolution  to  reftore 
the  throne  :  all  of  them  have  failed,  but  mod  of  them  have  coft 
•he  lives  of  a  gre&t  number  of  men  of  both  parties.  Nothing  has 
dMfeouraged  the  royalifts;  and  hitherto  there  have  been  fo  many 
reafons  to  juftify  their  hopes,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  furprifed  ir, 
ty  the  fide  of  one  confpiracy  extinguished,  another  fhould  arife, 
the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  to  its  own  refources  it  adds  the  ex* 

rirknce  of  the  errors  which  have  occafioned  the  ruin  of  others. 
fay  dangerous,  not  becaufe  I  think  that  any  confpiracy  would 
*»teithrow  the  eftablifhed  government,  but  becaufe  I  believe  that 
fo»e  one  may  be  found  combining  fufficient  means  to  encourage 
even  an  open  attack,  and  then  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  would 
flow  in  torrents,  fhed  by  the  hands  of  Frenchmen.     It  is  to  pre- 
sent, as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  the  return  of  thefe  fcenes  of 
delation,  that  I  have  formed  the  defign  of  communicating  all 
ftfe  threads  of  the  confpiracy,  at  the  head  of  which  I  am  placed, 
••lead  you  into  the  track  of  thofe  which  may  fucceed;  in  fine, 
to  ^iffipate  in  fuch  a  manner  all  the  refources  of  the  royalifts, 
*fc*t  they  may  be  compelled  even  to  abandon  their  hope.    I  betray 
*e  caufe  of  royalty,  I  know  it ;  but  I  am  convinced  I  fer*e  the 
2*ife  of  thofe  Frenchmen  who  are  attached  to  that  caufe,  by  dc- 
™oyfcig  the  foundation  of  their  chimerical  hopes ;  and,  if  I  do 
•^  mpofe  upon  myfelf,  this  conduft  will  not  deprive  me  of  any 
juft  title  to  the  efteem  of  thofe  who  fhall  decide  without  paffion. 

t  will  not  fatigue  your  attention  by  a  longer  preamble.     I  have 

***d  thus  rriuch  only  to  juftify  to  myfelf  an  a&ion  which  I  think 

^^^mgeous,  and  which,  perhaps,  may  be  generally  regarded  as 

2**  aft  of  treachery.     I  am  about  to  enter  upon  the  fubjed,  and 

5   Will  fpeak  as  if  I  had  been  the  only  agent  of  the  King  at  Paris. 

*    is  two  years  fince  I  undertook  the  management  of  his  in- 

^*^fi8»     From  that  period  I  was  aware  that  the  royalifts  could 

j^**^  no  rod  cooftancy,  but  when  united  round  a  common  centre,     , 

^^  aft  by  preconcerted  movements. .    Fiom  ti\aX  ^p«vcA  Y«w»A>  f 
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every  effort  to  lead  to  that  centre  of  unity  all  the  chiefs  of  h 
Vendee  and  of  Brittany  -y  all  the  agents  fcattered  through  the  differ- 
ent  departments  that  1  could  difcover,  who  pretended  to  ad  f« 
the  fame  obje&,  and  who  all  purfued  it  by  contradictory  means. 
1  went  into  Brittany,  into  La  Vendee.  I  went  to  Switzerland 
where  an  Englifh  minifter  re  fides,  fpecially  charged  to  fecond  the 
royalifts.  I  went  to  the  army  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  andftv 
the  King.  At  length  I  made  a  journey  to  England,  .where '] 
explained  myfelf  with  the  Count  d'Artois  and  the  Englifh.  mi 
niiters.  Nothing  lefs  would  do,  in  order  to  prevail  on  every  i» 
dividual  to  renounce  the  plans  which  he  himfelf  dire&ed,  ft 
private  fcheme  which  he  had  adopted,  to  put  an  end  to  the  an* 
nudities  and  the  divifions  which  reigned  in  the  party;  and  intbi 
lad  refpect  I  never  could  have  produced  a  durable  effedi  in  I4 
Vendee  and  Brittany*  I  was  alfo  far  from  confidering  their  fub 
minion  as  an  unfortunate  event.  It  ferved  our  caufe,  becaufe  I 
enabled  us  to  develope  entirely  a  plan  more  wife  than  thofe  wbid 
Jhad  preceded;  on  this  very  account  more  wife,  becaufe  it'ea 
braced  at  once  the  whole  of  France,  -and  becaufe  it  exclude 
every  partial  movement,  but  that  which  fhould  render  us  mallei 
of  Paris  by  overthrowing  the  government. 

'  Such  is  the  plan  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Pretende 
who  alone  was  acquainted  with  all  its  details.  The  EngUJ 
miniftry,  the  French  Princes,  likewife  adopted  fo  much  61  tt 
plan  as  was  communicated  to  them.  The  object  was,  to  mal 
the  political  and  military  movements  go  hand  in  hand, 

France  was  to  be  divided  into  two  agencies. 

Th$  one,  which  comprehends  the  provinces  of  Franche  Compi 
the  Lyonnoife,  Fores,  Auvergne,  and  the  whole  of  the  fouth, 
to  be  entrufled  to  M.  Precy.  The  other,  which  extends  o* 
all  the  reft  of  France,  is  to  be  dire&ed  by  the  agents  at  Pari 
Thefe  two  agencies  (hall  reciprocally  inform  each  other  of  the 
ittuation  by  a  regular  and  active  correfpondence.  No  moveme 
is  to  be  attempted  by  the  one,  if  the  other  is  not  previoufly  a] 
prifed  of  it,  and  if  it  is  not  prepared  to  fecond  its  operation. 

The  two  agencies  .(hall  have  a  dire 61  communication  with  tl 
King,  and  with  the  agents  of  the  Britifh  government.  This  la 
having  only  two  objeds,  the  fir  ft  the  demand  of  affiftance,  ai 
fecondly,  in  its  application,  the  agents  are  to  render  themfelir 
independent  of  the  inftrudlion  which  might  be  given  by  the  Enj 
lilhv  The  fecond  objeft  of  the  Englifh  correfpondence,  (hall  I 
to  give  them  every  intelligence  tending  to  ferve  the  caufe  \  b* 
never  to  facilitate  to  them  the  means  of  feizing  any  of  our  mar 
time  places,  and  in  general  nothing  that  could  be  ufeful  only  * 
themfelves ;  the  King  and  his  Council  having  never  ceajed  to  thit 
the  fervices  of  the  Englijh  are  perfidious  fervices,  tending  to  - 
9bje3  but  the  total  t  uin  of  France. 

Tl 
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The  njunicipal  agents  (hall  fubdivide  the  diftri&s  entrufted  to 
dieif  direction  into  as  many  military  commandcries  as  they  (hall 
Judge  proper.  They  (hall  fubmit  their  labours  to  the  King,  and 
propofe  to  him  the  perfons  who  are  judged  qualified  to  fill  with 
[  intelligence  and  fidelity  the  fituations  of  commanders  in  chief  of 
the  different  circles.  The  commanders  are  to  receive  their  power 
ftom  the  King ;  but  they  (hall  not  correfpond  dire£Hy,  except  with 
;.    thefuperior  agents  of  the  party.  ' 

:  The  principal  agents,  and  efpecially  thofe  at  Paris,  will  fpare 
no  pains  to  feduce  to  the  party  of  the  King  all  the  members  of 
the  conftituted  authorities.  They  can  promife  to  every  indivi- 
dual all  the  perfonal  advantages  which  his  importance' may  entitle 
-him  to  exped,  without  the  exception  of  any  one,  even  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention,  who  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis  XVL 
But  they  will  not  incur  any  engagement  which  can  give  occafion 
to  believe  that  the  intention  of  the  King  is  to  re-eftabli(h  the 
monarchy  upon  new  bafes.  The  King  will  do  every  thing  to  re- 
form the  abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  ancient  regime ,  but 
nothing  could  induce  him  to  change  the  conftitution.  In  the  cafe 
of  a  powerful  party  in  the  Councils  propofing  to  recognife  the 
King  upon  conditions,  the  agents  at  Paris  were  to  engage  that 
party  to  depute  to  his  Majefty  a  perfon  properly  authprized,  with 
whom  the  King  might  diicufs  in  perfon  the  true  interefts  of 
France. 

The  object  propofed  is  the  overthrow  of  the  exifting  govern- 
ment. It  is  in  the  conftitution  itfelf  that  the  mean^  were  to  be 
fopd  of  overturning  it  without  a  great  (hock.  The  frequency 
ofcleftibns  prevents  the  opportunity  of  introducing  a  majority  of 
royalifts  into  the  offices  of  government  and  the  adminiftiations. 

Hitherto  the  royalifts  have  derived  no  advantage1  from  their 
Wimber;  their  pufillanimity  prevents  them  attending  the  primary 
affemblieS,  where,  if  they  have  given  any  votes,  it  has  been, 
Without  previous  concert,  and  their  votes  have  been  thrown 
away  fo  far  as  concerned  the  objefts  at  which  they  individually 
'taied.  In  order  to  obtain  a  majority  of  votes  in  the  primary 
affemblies,  it  is  neceflary  to  arrange  three  points:  ift.  To  force 
fa  royalifts  to  attend.  2d.  To  compel  them  to  unite  their  fuf- 
frages  in  favour  of  the  individuals  pointed  out.  3d.  To  induce 
that  clafs  of  men,  who  have  no  preference  for  any  government, 
fote  that  order  which  protects  their  perfons  and  properties,  to 
vote  in  favour  of  the  royalift  party.  In  order  to  attain  this  triple 
^jeft,  two  aflbciations  (hall  be  formed,  the  one  formed  of  tried 
tyalifts,  the  other  of  timid  royalifts,  and  men  felfifti  and  in- 
afferent. 

It  is  unneceffary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  details  in  this  refpeft, 
pace  you  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  regulations  to  be  adopted  in  thefe  * 
♦Amnions,       *■••*  J 
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Tbefe  two  affociations  (hall  be  eftabliflied  throughout  the. whole 
of  the  republic.  The  agents  are  not  to  allow  therafelves  to  be, 
deceived  by  the  Idea  that  there  are  any  parties  or  difpofitionj 
which  render  this  eftablifhment  fuperfluous.  Every  where  there 
are  weak  and  timid  mortals  to  whom  the  Philanthropic  loftitu- 
tion  will  be  fuitable. 

In  order  to  attain  the  obje£t  propofed,  the  commandants  of  the; 
different  circles  (hall  endeavour  to  difcover  the  character  and  opi- 
nions of  every  individual  in  their  canton,  which  is  an  eafy  mat- 
ter ♦  The  revolution  has  pronounced  in  the  departments  the  cha- 
ra&er  of  every  individual,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  every  rrjan 
might  boldly  judge  of  the  chara&er  of  his  neighbour.  Tfoey  flxall 
choofe  the  mpft  courageous  royalifts,  and  form  them  into  conv 
panics ;  the  quantity  and  number  of  which  fhould  be  proportioned 
to  the  pecuniary  means  which  the  agents  ihould  be  able  to  dedi- 
cate 4o  that  fervice.  They  (hall  furnifh  them  with  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  companies  fhall  always  be  ready  to  afiemble, 
cfpccially  during  the  fitting  of  the  primary  aflemblies.  At  this 
epoch  their  object:  fhall  be  to  check  every  party,  armed  or  not 
armed,  which, fhould  attempt  to  oppofe  the  freedom  of  ele&ion ; 
it  being  always  underftood  that  they  never  fhall  take  up  armsfirfl^ 
and  never  fhew  themfelves  but  under  republican  colours.  Tbey 
<hall  have,  befides,  another  objeft  in  view.,  ihat  of  forcing,  by 
threats  or  otherwise,  the  members  of  the  Philanthropic  InfUtution 
to  attend  the  primary  afTemblies. 

-  The  latter,  and  their  other  agents,,  fhall  endeavour  to  gain  over 
the  leaders  of  different  corps,  or  even  whole  corps,  and  then  thefe 
ihall  remain  with  their  frandards,  ox  encourage  and  facilitate  de- 
fertlon.  Tjiej  ihall  keep  the  deferters  in  the  country,  under 
pretext  of  employing  them  in  the  labours  of  agriculture,  and  enrol 
them  only  as  occafion  requires. 

In  the  provinces  where  infurreftions  have  exifted,  the  com- 
mandants fh^il  fpare  no  pains  to  preserve  and  to  augment  the  Ipirit 
of  royal  if m.  They  fhall  prepare  the  peafants  for  a  new  infur-> 
re£tiQn?  but  they  fhall  not  excite  any  commotion^  but  in  confe- 
quence  of  fiprmal  orders  of  fuperior  agents. 
.  If  it  ihould  happen  tha^t  the  fuccefs  of  the  military  preparations 
ihould  be,  fuch  as  to  permit  a  reafonable  hope  that  an  immediate 
overthrow  pffbe  government  might  be  effe&ed,  then  the  mode  of 
proceeding  thhfugh  the  medium  of  the  primary  anemblies  ifaall  he 
abandoned,  and  the  favourable  moment  fhall  be  feized,  to  arrive 
dire&ly  at  the  object  propofed,  the  pure  and  fimple  re-eftablrfk* 
ment  of  monarchy.  It  belongs  to  the  agents  to  judge  in  what 
circumftances  it  may  be  advifable.  In  a  word,  after  the  agents 
at  Paris  ihali  deem  it  certain  that  the  King  muit  fpeldily  be  pro- 
claimed  either  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  to  be  taken  by  the 
Councils,  in  which  there  was  lo  bt  a  rsxayanvj  <ri  Vvv&  $a«izans, 

4  o* 


i  r.  t 


C  m  ) 

or  by  means  of  military  force,  they  fhould  inftantly  fend  a  fteady  t 
j  to|.     royalift,  in  order  to  give  him  intimation,  and  to  bring  a  Prince  of 
the  blood;  and  that,  as  foon  as  poflible,  the  royalifts  fhould  have 
a  chief  who  fhould  fllence  alljealoufy  and  private  ambition. 

In  order  to  prepare  and  develope  this  plan,  funds  mufl  be  ne- 
ceflary,  and  thefe  could  be  furnifhed  by  England  alone. 

M.  de  Precy,  for  the  ufe  of  the  agents  with  which  he  is  en- 
truftcd,  is  authorized  to  draw  upon  M .  Wickham,  the  Englifh 
minifter  in  Switzerland,  for  the  funds  which  he  fhould  judge 
necefiary,  with  the  approbation  of  Mr  Wickham. 

And  I  myfelf  obtained — fixty  thoufand  pounds 

fterlingfor  our  preparatory  expenfes.     We  had  the  aflurance  of  a 

fum  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  was  to  have  been  paid 

to  me  the  month  that  the  King's  proclamation  fhould  be  ifiiied, 

on  condition  that  we  fhould  not  begin  to  a£t  before  the  elections ; 

fifteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling  for  the  purchafe  of  white  imi- , 

wois,  in  order  to  furnifh  the  drefs  of  certain  corps,  payable, 

when  a  bargain  offered,  at  the  fame  time  when  the  King's  pro- 

claoaation  fhould  be  ifTued. 

In  a  word,  through  our  hands  were  to  be  tranfmitted  funds, 

*«e  amount  of  which  was  not  yet  afcertained,  in  order  to  be  con- 

?cycd  to  M.  M.  de  Puifaye  and  de  Frotte,  whofe  fituation  de* 

toatids  expenfes  more  conflderable  than  that  of  our  other  diftri&s. 

^Although  the  plan  was  only  definitively  adopted  very  lately, 

***Hough  no  part  of  the  funds  which  I  obtained  had  yet  arrived, 

*^    muft  not  conclude,  however,  that  this  was  a  mere  fketch. 

A»*l  the  ancient  elements  were  colle&ed,  and  our  pofition  was  as 

follows : 

^f .  de  Puifaye,  who  already  is  in  a  fituation  alone  to  effeit  a 

counter-revolution,  was   anxious  to  declare  himfelf.     We  had 

hitherto  prevented  him.  He  has  fince  extended  his  correfpondence 

f«"otn  Breft  as  far  as  Lavalle.     I  believe  he  reckons  upon  feveral 

)s  employed  in  that  quarter. 

I.  de  Frotte  was  ftill  in  London  at  the  ^period  of  my  depar- 
ture. But  he  calculated  upon  proceeding  immediately  to  Nor- 
ri*andy,  where  he  had  left  the  officers  who  had  formerly  ferved 
under  his  command.  From  the  letters  it  would  appear  that  the 
""pofitions  of  the  country  were  extremely  favourable.  They  de- 
Jlanded  the  return  of  their  chief.  They  prefTed  him  earneftly; 
?'  f^e  roya'*^s>  wn0  were  certain  of  our  canton,  conceive  that 
^fy  have  only  to  declare  themfelves,  and  the  counter-revolution 
W*H  be  effected.  M.  de  Frotte  is  pofTefTed  of  judgment  and 
*fents — he  is  one  of  our  beft  chiefs. 

j  M.  de  Rochecot,  who  is  entrufted  with  the  tafk  of  preparing 
£^  Maine,  Le  Perche,  and  Le  Pays  Chartrain,  was  lately  at 
jL**is.  He  is  a  young  man,  very  a&ive,  and  very  intelligent. 
^**s  .military  organization  confifls  only  of  a  few  hundred  men, 
Vol.  VI.  C  c 
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but  this  limitation  only  becaufe  there  were  not  fufficient  funjs  to 
engage  more.  He  attured  us  that  in  his  part  of  the  country  every 
body  proceeded  beyond  the  Philanthropic  tnftttutibn,  in  order  to 
Wcofne  members  of  the  Faithful.  M.  de  Rochecot  fpofee  df  the 
correfipondence  which  he  had  with  the  corps  Rationed  throughout 
Le  Maine.  He  had  fome  even  at  Caen,  [Tien  arefoMe  thkfi 
relative  to  him,  which  I  am  unwitting  to  mention,  except  vertaflfA 

M.  de  Bourmont  has  juft  begun  his  operations  frpjn  L'Ontft .  . 
as  far  as  Paris.     In  this  party  there  axe  a  great  many  philah- 
thropfc*.     The  royalties  are  more  rare. 

M.  Millet,  formerly  adjutant-major  of  the  Chateau  VieuX/ 
was  entrufted  with  the  department  of  Upper  Normandy,  and  the 
Ifle  6f  France  to  Paris;  for  alf'our  diftrifts  for  fifty  te*£ueS 
round  forrn  a  triangle,  of  which  one  angle  reds  upon  raris.  it  . 
is  completely  organized,  and  will  have  plenty  of  men,  provided 
there  be  money  enough.  It  is  in  the  belt  fate  of  preparation  for 
the  deftions. 

In  the  Orleannois  ojie  M.  de  Juglats  is  employed.  I  do  not 
know  the  firuation  in  which  he  Hands ;  t  believe,  however,  ht 
has  made  Confiderable  progrefs. 

The  coaft  of  Picardy,  that  of  Sennonais  and  La  Brie,  are  ftitl  . 
deftitute  of  chiefs,  and  of  conference  without  organization.  , 
We  expeAed  a  M.  Buttes,  who  is  announced  to  us  as  poflefling  , 
extenfive  connexion^  In  the  firft  of  thefe  provinces. 

We  dire&ed  our  attention  to  the  object  of  renewing  our  corre^ 
fpondence  in  La  Vendue.  We  were  allured  of  fuccefs  in  Haut 
Poitou.  A  chevalier  de  Paller  Duparc  has  commenced  our  or- 
ganization. He  afferts  that  he  has  a  correfpondence  even  at 
Rochefort.  The  Duke  de  Longe  was  immediately  to  repair  tt> 
Bourdeaux  from  England,  in  order  to  organize  that  country  under 
our  dire&ion. 

At  Paris  there  are  two  companies  formed;  one  of  them  I 
believe  is  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Trenville;  I  do  not  know 
the  commandant  of  the  other.  Paris,  as  you  may  eafily  imagine* 
is  the  focus  of  our  communication.  Hitherto  we  had  not  at- 
tempted any  corruption  by  money.  We  fhoufd  now  have  at- 
tempted it,  in  order  to  procure  accurate  information  of  the  funds 
of  the  government.  /  have  told  you  that  I  had  in  my  hands  the 
plan  of  a  defcent  upon  Ireland,  or  rather  the  report  of  Carnqt  relative 
to  that  plan.  I  know  very  well  how  it  was  procured^  but  not  fy 
whom.     This,  however,  I  could  eajily  learn. 

We  conffdered  it  as  of  very  great  importance  to  gain  the  police. 
We  had  made  very  little  progrefs'  in  this  objeS,  but  you  know 
that  we  had  already  made  the  firft  advances.  Every  week  wc 
received  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  commiifiancrs  of  the 
executive  power  upon  the  ftate  of  opinion  in  the  departments. 

I  know  not  from  whence  the  opinion  arofc,  that  the  minifter 
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ftf  ptiRca  Wtatfnof  ta  ill  dlfpofed  to  ferVe  u$  ;  probably  becaufi 
he  tfas  ednfidered  a$  moderate,  and  is  iriCeflanffy  the  objeft  %( 
the  hoftility  of  the  tacobids. 

We  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  of  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
terior, f  robably  for  the  fame  refafons. 

But  h  is  in  the  Councils  where  we  met  with  molt  encourage- 
ment. Since  the  month  of  June  laft  prOpof  :1$  were  Made  to  lis  La 
the  name  of  i  party  which  ftated  itfelf  to  be  veiy 'powerful.  W$ 
tranfmhted '  them  to  the  King.  They  offered  to  aflift  hi$  cauft, 
protid^d  there  was  no  other  change  In  the  exiftiAg  cohftitutiort, 
thUfthe  doriCentfation  of  the  executive  power  in  his  perfon.  Tht 
Kh^g  accepted  the  fervice,  hut  offered  to  difijufs  the  condition. 
He  accordingly  defired  that  a  perfon  fhould  be  fefif  to  him  pro* 

a  authorised.  Since  that  period  he  has  continued  to  urge  tbis 
.  nd;  but  the  party  being  much  more  feeble  than  they  had  re* 
pcfented,  has  relaxed  in  its  pretentions,  without  renouncing  them 
emifdv.  On  our  fide,  thinking  to' be  able  to  reflate  the  thron* 
fltough  the  affiftance  of  the  two  Councils,  we  Were  of  opinion 
fat  they  fhould  remain  matters  with  regard  to  the  terms  to  jfe 
impeded  upon  the  King,  and  we  did  not  urge  the  million.  About 
tto  months  ago  a  perfon  fet  out,  who,  1  believe,  carried  wit)} 
kite  a  frft  of  the  members  who  are  defirous  of  monarchy,  the 
number  of  which  amounts  to  184.  Upon  this  point  1  will  ftof 
*ffirtn  with  confidence.  The  evening, "  or  the  evening  before  putf 
ittell,  a  perfon  had  come  to  propofe  to  give  the  King  a  lift  of 
fay  members  more.  He  pledged  himfelf  to  obtain  a  formal  de- 
trition from  the  Ton  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans!  that  he  did  n<?t, 
W  ever  would,  pretend  to  the  throne.  He  engaged,  befidts,  to 
m  the  young  Prince  to  the  King,  but  a  number  of  conditions 
*tre  required.  You  will  perceiv?  that  we  had  littened  attentively 
to  every  proportion,  that  we  made  ample  promifes,  without  in- 
curring, however,  any  obligations. 

The  importance  of  which  it  might  be  to  our  caufe,  to  gain  the 
€°tps  oopneded  with  the  different  fervices  at  Paris,  rendered  this  a 
principal  obie&  of  our  attention.  W$  had  fome  fuccefs  in  one 
y&rttr,  and  we  were  naturally  led  to  expeflt  ftilj  greater  progrefs, 
unc^lt  was  in  confequence  of  the  fteps  taken  in  order  to  realize 
to  hope  that  we  were  af  retted.  Several  of  our  agents  were  em- 
ployed in  founding  particular  administrations.  One  of  them  even 
°4?  told  me  that  ttn  prefldents  of  municipal  adminiftrations  were 

Sined  over,  but  It  would  be  improper  to  rely  too  much  upon 
•  obfervation.     The  royalijls  have  always  deceived  them/elves  with 
n&rdto  the  number  of their  partifans. 

hu  are  aware  that  we  have  paid  for  more  than  one  pamphlet  \  that 
**  hau  given  articles  for  infertion  in  more  than  one  journal,  and  more 
™**  once  given  money  to  certain  journali/ts. 
«  the  reports  or  a  great  number  of  thefe  papers  are  to  be  cre- 
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dited,  and  the  notes  which  we  procured  from  the  police,  we  In 
a. great  advantage  of  expreffion  in  our  favour:  you. cannot  dout 
that  with  the  money  which  we  were  about  to  receive,  * 
fhould  have  been  able  greatly  to  extend  and  develope  our  mean 
I  here  confine  the  enumeration ;  I  may  have  forgot  fome  of  tjicu 
other  fafts  there  are,  to  which  I  will  only  fpeak  verbally. 

The  agency  of  M.  de  Precy  is  in  a,  very  different  fituation  fra 
oursJ.     Hitherto  his  preparations  have  not  been  much  direfled  1 
military  affairs,'  and  it  is  only  very  lately  that  he  has  adopted  01 
political  meafures.     He  is  at  prefent  at  Berne,  where  he  very  t 
"gularly  receives  the  accounts  tranfmitted  to  him  by  particul 
agents;  he  had  connexions  through  the  whole  of  the  fouth.    Li 
year  he  had  great  difficulty  in  retraining  the  ardour  of  a  par 
among  them,  who  were  very  de (Irons  of  an  infurreclion.     It 
at  Lyons  where  he  has  moft  partifans.     His  great  object  is 
lecure  fome  ftrong  town,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  t) 
army  of  Conde  into  France.     I  am   certain   there  is  a  con 
f/ondence  with  the  people  at  Befancon;  I  have  never  yet  h 
time  to  refume  my  correfpondence  with  them ;  and  I  have- 1 
means  of  knowing  any  thing  with  regard  to  their  fituation. 
'    As  far  as  fome  names  are  concerned,  you  are  now  as  well  i 
formed  as  I  am,  with  regard  to  the  fecrets  of  the  con fpi racy..  .! 
order  to  overthrow  it,  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  it  would 
fufficient  to  publifh  my  letter,  and  the  regulations  of  the  tl 
focieties.     At  the  perufal  of  this  declaration,  you  will  fee  all  1 
royalifts  again  fink  to  the  earth,  and  for  this  time  you  may 
perfectly  tranquil ;  but  it  is  not  enough  that  they  mould  dei 
from  them  for  a  moment.     It   is  neceflary  for  ever  to  root  I 
idea  from  their  minds.     It  is  neceflary  to  turn  to  the  advants 
of  the  government  the  difcovery  of  the  prefent  confpiracy,  and 
refign  into  its  hands  the  threads  by  which  others  may  be  trac 

1  proceed  to  develope  this  laft  part,  and  I  (hall  then  give  my  o 
nion  upon  the  other.  Two  things  muft  happen — the  firft,  tl 
the  royalifts, '  who  imagine  that#thc  government  is  only  in  poff 
fiofi  of  the  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy,  and  nothing  at  all  of 
general  train,  and  who  at  the  fame  time  arc  attached  to  the  pr: 
ciples  of  moderation  upon  which  our  plan  is  founded,  will 
defirous  to  continue  it.  In  confluence,  they  will  propofe  to  * 
King  anJ  the  En^lifh,  to  fend  in  conjun&ion  one  or  more  r» 
agents  to  fuccecd  us,  and  to  follow  our  track,  but  with  ftill  grea 
precaution.  The  other  thing  is,  that  a  roy  a  lift  party,  which 
convinced  that  it  is  impoflible  to  overthrow  the  government  by  2 
other  means  than  by  violence,  ftrengthened  by  our  bad  fuccc 
will  at  once  prefent  themfelves  at  London  and  at  Blankenburj 
and  defire  to  be  entrufted  with  thofe  means  which  we  were  abi 
to  employ  Co  difadvantageoufly,  promifing  that  by  the  alliah 
which  they  will  contract  with  the  Jacobins,  thofe  energetic  m« 

tl 
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they  will  thus  throw  France  back  into  the  fyftcm  of  terror,  and 
;  from  the  fyftem  of  terror  to  the  throne.  That  party  would  be 
t  rcjeftcd  in  London,  if  it  were  to  be  rejected  at  Blankenburgh. 
t  But  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  it  would  be  rcje&ed  in  that 
court;  and  in  that  cafe  the  Englifh  minifter,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  being  apprized  of  tlie  means  to  be  employed,  would 
(      allow  the  buflnefs  to  proceed. 

\  To  this  long  explanation  I  have  juft  another  word  to  add. 
There  exifts  a  formed  party,  which  reckons  upon  the  fure  fup- 
port  of  Spain.  At  the  head  of  this  party  arc  M.  M.  de  la  Vau- 
guyon  and  D'Antraigues.  1  fhall  give  their  channels  of  corres- 
pondence with  the  interior.  This  party  think  that  they  have 
on  thejr  fide  the  King  of  Spain,  and  among  other  individuals  the 
1  Marquis  de  las  Cafas. 

(An  exaft  Copy)        (Signed)         Limodin. 
(Anexa&Copy)        (Signed)  Cochon, 

Minifter  of  the  General  Police* 

Stand  Declaration  of  Duvcrne  Duprejle,  or  Durtant,  annexed  to  the 

Secret  Regifter  of  the  Dinclory,  ipb  Vcntofe,  fifth  Tear. 

-\ 

Lemerer,  Merfem,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  members  of  the 
:    ^b  of  Clichy,  conftitute  the  royalift  body. 

The  confpiracy  of  Lemaitre,   and  of  Vendemiaire,   was  a 
'oyalift  confpiracy. 

The  real  name  of  the  perfon  known  to  us  under  the  name  of 
Thebeau,  is  Defpomelles,  who  was  a  marechal  de  camp  before 
the  revolution,  and  member,  I  believe,  of  the  council  at  war. 
«e   had  extenfive  connexions  with  Lemaitre.     It  was  he  who 
i  y^  UP  *he  rules  of  the  inftitutions  and  the  military  regulations. 
«  is  very  probable  that  he  was  authorized  to  fuperfede  us  provi- 
sionally, for  he  is  too  prudent  to  remain  in  a  fituation  of  fuch 
Pc^.t  and  perilous  ernbarraflment.     He  lived  in  a  country  houfo 
y***  the  Bourg  Egalite,  and  very  rarely  came  to  town.     He  faid 
*te  \?vas  very  clofely  conne&ed  with  M,  M.  de  Segur,  and  aiTured 
?*  *hat  they  and  their  party  would  fecond  us. 

I  never  heard  of  the  widow  Joye  before  my  examination.  It 
cer*ainly  is  a  feigned  name,  and  the  perfon  by  whom  it  is  aifiimed 
mLlft  not  have  been  conne&ed  with  us,  but  probably  with  Le- 
m^itre,  whofe  correfpondent  in  London,  Duttcil,  was  likewife 
my  correfpondent. 

I^uval  is  the  name  which  I  fcfTumed  in  England,  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  take  a  new  name  every  journey. 

^v*e  do  not  yet  know  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  legif- 
Ja*ive  body  who  belong  to  our  party.  Lcmerer  and  Merfem 
w^re  the  only  intermediate  agents,  but  the  reft  are  the  members 

of 
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of  the  club  of  Glichy,  or  at  leaft  the  greater  part  of  which 
compofed.  The .  perfon  who  procured  us  the  report  of  Car 
relative  to  the  defcent  upon  Ireland,  muft  be* a  clerk  in  the  d 
of  places  and  charts,  called  perhaps  the  Bureau  dci  Hedogrii 
or  Typographcs.  I  had  not  leifure  either  to  know  him  or 
perfon  to  whom  he  communicated  the  report.  I  believe  th 
was  not  the  chief  of  that  Bureau,  but  that  the  piece  wa*c*J 
off  during  a  neceflary  abfence  of  his  in  the  month  of  Fritnftirft, 

England  paid  here  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Hardembor£, 
latter  had  dire (3:  communication  with  Saladin. 

England  lrkewife  pays  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Vii^ 
The  minifter  of  police  muft  Know  who  he  is;  at  leaft  he 
often  given  us  pieces  of  information  which  he  preteode 
have  received  dire&ly  from  that  minifter,  at  entertainmefl 
which  he  was  prefent.  I. have  always  been  of  opinion  that 
young  man,  for  I  am  told  that  he  is  fo,  had  been  the  dupe  d 
minifter. 

A  correfpondence,  not  entirely  foreign  to  our  obje&s,  is 
of  M.  d'Antrajgucs  with  M.  Sourdat,  the  father.  ThftclN 
by  which  it  is  conveyed  is  as  follows : 

Sourdat  writes  either  to  an  Abbe  Andre,  who  takes  the  r 
of  La  Marrc,  or  a  M.  de  Valdennes,  well  known  in  the  i 
of  Lemaitre.  Thefe  two  gentlemen  reticle  at  Laufanrttfj 
Vivais;  by  them  the  letters  are  transmitted  to  an  Abbe  i 
Renne,  at  Belli.*zons,  under  cover,  I  believe,  of  the  poft-Ut 
of  that  place,  and  he  tranfmits  them  to  Venice,  where  M.  d1 
traigues  refides.- 

.  From  Venice  the*  details  go  to  M.  de  Vauguyon,  and 
Spain;  for  Spain  is  ftill  anxious  to  know  what  the  roy; 
are  doing.  Sourdat  writes  thus :  dire&ly  to  Bellinzons,  fc 
times  to  the  Abbe  de  la  Renne,  under  the  name  of  Gregc 
fometimes  to  Marco  Philiberti,  or  even  other  names.  The 
another  dired  correfpondence  with  Venice.  The  letters 
addrefled  to  Marco  Philiberti,  banker,  in  Bavaria.  The  Ct 
fpondence  from  the  interior  is  of  no  importance  whafever  ;  t 
thing  of  importance  muft  be  fent  by  England.  Any  thing  fl 
is  the  mere  accufation  of  receiving  letters. 
(An  exaft  copy.) 

(Signed)  LimO'DIn. 

(Signed)  CochOM, 

Minifter  of  th€  General  Po 
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_  ■     MJrrfs  of  the  two  Councils  h  tht  D*parim$ntsf  and  to  the  Armies / 

21  Fruflidon  ••.'■■■• 

n  .  * 

THE  Council  ctf  Five  Hundred,  conudering  that  in  the  extra- 
ordinary  and  critical  circumftances  in  which  the  republic  is 
placed,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  leglflative  body  to  make  known  to 
the  French  people  the  trammels  that  were  prepared  to  bind  them 
4nm  to  flavery,  and  to  overthrow  the  republican  conftitution  of 
the  third  year ;  to  manifeft  to  them  the  fentiments  and  the  hopes 
of  the  legiflature,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  guard  againft  the 
jntnoeuvres  which  the  accomplices  of  the  confpirators  may  attempt 
in  order  to  deceive  them, — 

Declare  that  there  is  urgency,  and  adopt,  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Article  ift.  The  legiflative  body  makes  to  the  departments  and 
to  the  armies  the  following  addrefs : 

lc   Frenchmen,  we  owe  to  you  the  truth  :  we  are  about  to  tell 
you  the  truth. 

u  A  confpiracy,  which  has  for  its  qbjeft  to  eftablifh  in  France 

t  throne,  and  with  privileges  and  vexations,  a  thoufand  times  more 

odious  than  thofe  which  were  aboliftied  by  your  will  ;  a  confpiracy 

conftantly  unmafked,  and  yet  never  deftroyed,  had  again  brought 

the  republic  to  the  brink  of  an  abyfs.    The  government,  by  its 

wifdom  and  its  firmnefs,  difconcerted  the  aft  ion  at  the  moment 

*tan  it  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out.     One  night  more,  and 

»*&  eternal  mourning  would  have  covered  our  country  !  One  night 

toorcand  an  arbitrary  defpotifm  would  have  raifed  her  hideous  head, 

**&  fealecl  her  ufurpation  on  the  bodies  cf  all  thofe  who  had  moro 

JJf  left  ferved  the  caufe  of  liberty !  Men,  who  had  no  other  am- 

ptUm  of  popular  power  than  to  exercife  it  .againft  the  people* 

poured  for  a  long  time  in  the  execution  of  this  execrable  projedt ; 

**  the  molt  part  chiefs  of  the  infurgents  of  Vendemiaire,  hardened 

by  impunity,  refumed  the  thread  of  their  intrigues  \  they  cor- 

**fponded  more  audacioufly  than  ever  with  the  agents  of  the  Pre- 

*tnder,  Louis  XVIII.     The  confeffions  of  one  of  thefc  royal 

*$Pnts  (Du Verne  Duprefle)  bear  teftimony  to  the  fa&.     Their 

Otters  taken  at  Venice,  their  correfpondence  with  the  emigrants 

**d  the  principal  rebels,  prove  it.     Ail  the  documents  are  made 

Public.     Their  means  were — ift.  The  extin&ion  of  all  public 

national  fpirit.     2d.  The  aflaffination  of  every  man  whom  they 

handed  with  the  title  Sufpe&ed  of  Patriotifm,  and  the  impunity 

Stilted  to  the  affaflins  by  the  tribunals  fold  to  royalifm.    3d.  The 

tttin&ion  of  the  financial  refources  of  the   ftate.     4th.     The 

filifytng    of  tfie   government  and   the   republican   inftitutions. 

54.^  Civil  war  to  be  kindled  in  different  points  of  the  republic* 

Mi.  Internal  fafety  to  be  deftroyed,  and  all  the  road*  intercepted. 

f.  Jth.  By  the  ftarving  of  the  national  creditor,  the  artifan,  and  the 
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fpldier.     And  finally— 8th.  By  the  aflive  fabrication  of  all  forts 
of  laws  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution. 

"  This  end,,  and  all  thefe  m£ans,  will  not  aftoniih  you,  as  you 
will  learn  by  the  authentic  documents  found,  that  their  nomina- 
tions, ordered  beforehand,  and  regulated  by  particular  offices  of 
cpunter- revolution  in  all  the  departments,  were  founded  on  a. 
general  plan,  formed  and  organized  under  the  name  of  the  Society 
*f  legitimate  Sons ;  a  fociety,  one  of  whofe  rules  was  the  mouY 
abfolute,  the  mod  blind  devotion  of  its  members  to  the  orders 
that  fhould  be  given  them  by  their  unknown  chiefs.  It  was  by 
thefe  means,  French  citizens,  that  you  have  feen  fpring  out  all  at 
once,  from  the  bofom  of  your  primary  and  ele&oral  aflemblies, 
this  crowd  of  delegrates,  hitherto  unknown  in  the  revolution, 
or  known  only  by  their  incivifm  the  mod  revolting.  It  was  by 
thefe  means  that  there  was  formed,  in  almoft  every  place,  a  majority 
of  men,  feduced,  bribed,  or  deluded,  whofe  fpeaking  conftantly 
under  fpecial  mandate,  and  employing  themfelves  only  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  republic,  made  us  doubt  whether  their  consti- 
tuents refided  in  France  or  at  Blankenburgh.  It  was  thus  that 
the  votes  of  the  true  citizens  were  of  no  avail  in  the  ele&ions  ; 
and  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  fmall  number,  of  aflemblies 
where  their  voices  were  attended  to,  almoft  every  where  the  votes 
of  crime  and  of  royal  intrigue  were  triumphant.  We  may 
conceive  how,  qftabliftiing  themfelves  the  judges  of  their  own 
eledions,  they  battened  to  declare  them  good  or  bad  as  it  fuited 
their  purpofc  :  fometimes  making  an  argument  of  the  majority  of 
voters,  to  cover  their  violences,  the  denial  of  juftice,  and  the 
unconfUtutional  nature  of  thefe  aflemblies ;  and  fometimes  op- 
pofing  protefts,  obfeure,  and  without  chara&er,'to  the  formal  wills 
of  a  republican  majority.  Certainly  it  is  wonderful,  that  with 
fo  many  means  of  corruption,  and  of  deftru&ive  influence,  fome 
nominations— nay,  that  one  fingle  place  fhould  efcape  them  ;  as, 
after  a  vaft  conflagratian,  we  fometimes  fee  with  aftonifliment 
iome  buildings  refpedled  by  the  flames. 

u  We  will  not  recall  to  you,  citizens,  what  has  been 
the  deplorable  fnecefs  of  thefe  atrocious  combinations.  In 
Floreal,  peace,  honourable  and  folid,  fmiled  propitious  to  Our 
wifhes:  it  is  flown.  Could  it  refide  in  a  land*in  convulfion, 
ready  to  cover  itfelf  with  blood  and  afhes  ?  National  credit  had 
taken  confiflency,  the  creditor  was  about  to  be  paid.  Salaries 
were  difcharged  in  currency  \  in  an  inftant,  mifery  and  penury 
returned  to  burft  upon  France.  The  creditor  funk  into  defpair  ; 
the  inscriptions,  which  were  at  forty,  fell  to  ten;  the  armies 
without  pay,  without  clothing.  The  armies  that  had  triumphed 
over  Europe— oh  (ha me  !  oh  grief ! — were  obliged  to  live  either 
upon  requifition,  or  upon  the  produft  of  their  courage.  And  yet 
a  hideous  laugh  efcaped  from  the  Y\^s  of  \ht  axtv&cers  of  counter* 
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revolution,  each  day  they  faw  the  embarraiTmerrts  of  government 
augment,  each  day  they  increafed  them  more  and  more ;  inter- 
pretations the  mod  forced,  want  of  faith  the  mod  imprudent, 
every  thing  was  good  in  their  eyes,  provided  they  attained  the  defired 
end.  The  labourers  in  fanaticifm  were  recalled  ;  a  fcandalous 
and  public  traffic  for  the  erafure  of  emigrants  was  openly  carried 
on.  Citizens,  alarmed  by  thefe  appearances,  affembied  to  confer 
together:  the  right  of  meeting  was  interdided  ;  they  reclaimed 
their  rights  ;  they  were  treated  as  feditious,  and  as  cut-throats. 
They  complained  of  miferable  men  being  aflaflinated ;  to  which 
it  was  anfwered,  that  vengeance  was  legitimate,  and  crime  was 
ere&ed  into  fyftem.  Anew  revolution,  a  thoufand  times  more 
bloody  than  the  firft,  was  ifiuing  from  every  pore  of  the  body 
politic;  but  fome  indifcrctions,  fome  figns  of  premature  joy, 
betrayed  the  confpirators  ;  they  began  to  take  pride  in  the  title  of 
Royalifts ;  a  feparation,  the  avant-courler  of  afladi nation,  took 
place -between  the  profcribers  and  the  profcribed.  They  firft  en- 
titled them  felves  the  true  reprefentatives ;  the  others  were  no 
longer confidered  as  their  colleagues:  judgment  was  parted  upon 
them;  they  were  republicans.  Arms  were  diftributed,  poniards 
were  made,  many  of  which  were  feized  along  with  the  cards  of 
rendezvous ;  registers  of  inrolment  were  opened.  Oh  country! 
oh  fecret  and  noble  fentiment  of  liberty!  generous  offspring  of 
honour  and  of  national  pride,  what  art  thou  become  r  Oh  juftice, 
i&orality,  humanity!  names  fo  often  profaned,  ye  focial  and* 
public  virtues,  where  have  ye  taken  refuge  ?  They  live  in  the 
armies ! 

"  This  intrepid  advanced  guard  of  a  nation,  whofe  deftrudion 
'  had  been  fworn  by  traitors,  taithful  to  its  oath,  rung  the  alarm  ; 
iticry  was  heard  throughout  all  France  ;  it  was  heard  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy  ;  it  ft  ruck  difmay  to  the  fouls  of  the  traitors.  Then 
they  changed  their  plan  ;  without  being  lefs  aftive,  they  feigned 
*n  exteniive  moderation,  to  diminifh  the  means  of  refiftance 
which  they  dreaded.  But  it  was  done ;  the  reveille  was  beat ; 
the  government,  that  had  been  fo  long  deceived,  now  recolle&ed 
that  it  alfo  was  the  repofitory  of  the  conftitution,  and  guardian  of 
the  deftinies  of  the  republic.  In  the  two  councils  a  majority, 
courageous  and  clear-fightcd,  conftantly  in  open  combat  with  a. 
"flion  unmarked,  no  longer  defpaired  of  bringing  back  to  their 
«fc  thofe  faithful  members  that  the  party  had  only  inlilled  by 
driving  them.  They  perceived  that  the  conftitution,  in  not 
forefeeing  the  cafe  of  a  fadlion  of  legiflators  overthrowing  it,  even 
■  hy  furrounding  thcmfclvcs  with  the  appearance  of  its  forms,  left, 
Dy  this  very  omiftion,  to  thofe  who  were  defirous  to  fave  it,  the 
right  of  employing  every  fort  of  meafure  to  that  purpofe,  and 
that  jt  was  abfurd  to  pretend,  that  if  a  factious  or  deceived 
minority  (hould    decree   the  abrogation  of  the  republic,  all  the 
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powers  inftituttd  by  the  conftitution  ought  to  fhut  their  eyes,  a 
execute  the  decree. 

"  Frenchmen,  the  event  did  not  deceive  their  hopes;  and  this  til 
again,  as  in  the  Tennis-court,  Providence,  the  preferver  of  kno1 
:  ledge,  of  the  virtues,  and  of  liberty,  protefted  the  republic!  You  km 
the  refult  of  the  memorable  day  of  the  18th  Fruftidor:  thccc 
fpirators  were  arretted ;  the  legiflative  body,  freed  from  oppreffic 
and  enlightened  on  the  reiterated  manoeuvres  of  the  guilty,  feeli 
their  own  dignity  and  their  duties,  were  not  wanting  to  the  Of 
while  they  difcharged  the  other  with  courage.  They  did  n* 
and  they  ought  not  to  place  any  confulerations  whatsoever,  in  c 
eumftances  fo  imperious,  in  the  balance  with  the  fafety  of  t 
country  and  the  conftitutioji ;  but  in  (Iriking  down  the  confpi 
ators,  they  did  not  forget  that  they  reprefented a  fenflble  andgn 
nation,  and  that  they  ought  to  preferve  to  it  its  character*  The 
men,  who  talked  of  humanity  while  they  were  meditating  afli 
finations  ;  thefe  men,  who  would  not  have  fpared  the  life  of 
Tingle  republican,  are  going  to  lead  their  own  lives  far  from  i 
with  remorfe  and  opprobrium  :  they  are  tranfported. 

11  Not  a  drop  of  blood,  not  an  aft  of  violence  or  diforder,h 
ftained  this  day.  Thus,  this  great  and  wife  attitude  of  Frenchma 
and  particularly  of  our  brothers  in  arms,  on  this  terrible  occafioi 
in  completing  their  eulogium,  attefts  the  bafenefs  and  infamy  < 
thofe,  who  in  their  criminal  correfpondence,  and  in  their  audi 
cious  libels,  have  dared  to  paint  Frenchmen  as  robbers  and  ruffian 
The  conftitution  is  their  fortune;  they  have  fealed  it  with  the 
blood  ;  they  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  attacked ;  Frenchmen  hn 
placed  it  between  royalty  and  anarchy,  and  they  know  how  1 
keep  it  in  its  place. 

"  Oh  ye  fathers,  mothers,  hufbands,  children !  whom  t! 
remembrance  of  the  misfortunes  and  the  difafters  of  the  revol1 
tion  have  irritated,  confuler  with  affright  what  a  horrible  revolutU 
they  had  prepared  for  you  anew  ;  and  may  this  fentiment  remo" 
for  ever  from  your  hearts,  thofe  barbarous  enmities,  thofe  mu 
derous  oppoiitions,  which  dilfolve  a  nation,  and  involve  if  in 
deluge  of  calamities ! 

"  Citizens,  the  mifchief  unmafked  will  no  doubt  try  to  calac 
niate  us,  and  to  arm  you  one  againft  another.  Thefe  calumnies  v 
defpife,'  but  we  cannot  defpifeyonr  peril.  We  have  told  youtl 
truths  -do  you  examine  the  intereft  of  thofe  who  fhall  fpeak  to  y< 
in  other  language.  The  legiflative  body  conjures  you  to  this- 
repel  far  from  you  every  perfidious  infinualion  ;  let  not  Englai 
and  Atiftria  tear  from  you  the  fruits  of  this  laft  viftory,  whi« 
clofes  at  length  the  revolution.  Let  us  gather  round  the  co: 
ftitution  ;  let  us  think  and  feel  that  its  fpirit  and  its  letter  oug 
never  to  be  feparated. 

"Oh!  if  after  twenty  years  of  this  civil  war,  that  they  wifh 
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to  inflifl  upon  us,  and  of  the  frightful  cataftrqphes  that  would  be 
its  heceflary  confequences,  a  beneficent  genius  were  to  bring  us 
this  eonftitution  of  the  third  year,  with  what  tranfport  mould  we 
not  receive  it,  what  tears  of  gratitude  would  it  not  make  us  (bed, 
what  ne well  hopes  would  it  not  revive  in  families  reduced  to  de- 
flation ! — Well,  we  have  it,  we  poffefs  it,  let  us  learn  to  pre- 
fenre  it.     As  to  you,  Frenchmen,  it  is  to  your  union,  it  is  to 
jour  confidence,  that  we  are  to  look  for  encouragement*  Returning 
prefcntly  to  our  ordinary  labours,  all  our  cares  will  be  to  clofe  the 
wounds  which  our  enemies  are  driving  to  enlarge.  The  reftoration 
of  the  finances,  of  commerce,  of  induftry,  of  agriculture ;   the 
folace  of  the  indigent  claifes,  of  the  holpitals,  of  the  national 
Creditor;  the  debt  of  our  immortal  defenders,  will  demand  our 
.  firft  regards*   Peace  alfo,  that  confoling  peace  which  is  acquired 
by  viftory,  (hall  fpeedily  come,  and  we  have  the  folid  hope  of  it, 

\\  to  confolidate  all  our  triumphs,  and  to  repair  all  our  loffes.  If, 
on  the  contrary,,  the  enemy  fhould  be  obftinate  to  precipitate  their 
own  deftru&ion,  may  the  union  of  our  good  citizens,  may  their 
attachment  to  the  eonftitution,  and  to  the  government  of  the  third 

f.    year,  be  at  once  their  defpaif,  and  the  pledge  of  their  approach* 

I     fag  ruin! 

"  Magistrates,    adminiftrators,   fun&ionaries,   the    voice    of 
your  country  calls  you  back  to  your  pods.     Every  where  in  a  re- 
public, that  man  is  in  the  field  of  honour  who  conduds  himfelf  as 
'  a  republican.      Men  of   letters,    you  whom   the  defpotifm   of 
^Qtnny  reduced  to  filence,  refume  your  priftine  energy;  com* 
JBtnce  your  republican  inftrudion  ;  make  the  coward  apologifts 
tf  flavery  to  blufli ;  aid  alfo  the  legiflative  body  and  the  govern- 
"tent ;  form  the  manners  of  the  nation. 
u    Frenchmen,  unity  of  a&ion  is  re-eftabli(hed  between  the 

t,r°  great  powers,  not  that  which  refults  from  the  dependence  *of 

^^    of  them,  but  that  which  produces  the  harmony  of  reciprocal 

**H*.    We  have  expofed  to  you  our  condud  and  our  principles  ; 

***  life  is  altogether  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  republic  ; 

*^     will  not  fay,  that  we  are  merely  ready  .  to  lofe  our   lives  in 

PDi*\hating  the  fadions,  but  we  fwear  to  you  that  we  will  over- 

•oxxvjthem." 

-Article  ad.  The  law  of  the  19th  of  this  month  (hall  be  annexed 
*°  the  prefent  addrefs,  proclaimed  along  with  it  in  each  munici- 
pality, as  well  as  in  the  armies  of  the  republic,  and  be  placarded. 
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The  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Rhine  and  M*J*lk 
Citizen  Barthelemy,    Member  of  the  Executive  Direftory  if  ti 
French  Republic. 

Head  ^uartersj  Strajburghj  gti>  Fntffid* 
5/A  year  ($th  of  September). 
Citizen  Dire&or, 

"\/OU  will  eafily  rccolleft,  that  on  occafion  of  my  laft  joupim 

**    to  Bafle,  I  informed  you  that  in  the  paflage  of  the  Rhine  v 

had  taken  a  packet  belonging"  to  General  Klingltn,  confainii 

two  or  three  hundred  letters  of  his  correfpondents.     Thofe 

Vitterfhack  compofed  part,  but  thefe  were  of  lefs  important 

Many  of  the  letters  are  in  ciphers,  but  wc  have  difcovercid  tkci 

and  are  bufy  in  deciphering  them,  which  is  a  very  tediotis  procc 

Nobody  takes  his  real  name,  fo  that  feveral  Frenchmen  who«c< 

xefpond  with  Klinglin,  Conde,  Wickham,  d'Enghkn,  and  othi 

are  difficult  to  be  difcovered ;  fuch  marks,  however,  have  be 

found,  as  have  already  pointed  out   feveral   individual?.     I  * 

refolved  not  to  publifh  this  correfpondencc,  becaufe  the  conclufi 

of  peace  was  very  probable,  and  the  republic  ran  no  rift,  1 

more  ^fpecially  as  what  had  been  difcovered  would  furnifli  pre 

againft  very  few,  fince  nobody  is  named.     BuK  perceiving- at  1 

head  of  the  parties,  who  at  prefent  do  fo  much  mifchief  to  c 

country,  and  enjoying  in  an  eminent  fnuation  the  greateft  cor 

dence,  a  man  deeply  involved  in  this  correfpondence,  and  deftii 

to  perform  an  important  part  in  the  recall  of  the  Pretender, 

objedl  to  which  it  was  direded,   I  thought  it  my  duty  to  app: 

you  of   this  circumftance,  that  you  might   not  be  the  dup* 

his  famed  republicanism,  that  you  might  be  able  to  expofe 

conduft,  and  oppofe  the  fatal  blows  which  he  aims  againft  < 

country,  lince  a  civil  war  muft  be  the  necefTary  confequence  of 

defigns.     I  confefs,  Citizen  Direftor,  that  it  is  infinitely  pain 

to  my  feelings  to  inform  you  of  this  treachery,  the  moFe  efpecia 

as  he  whom  1  now  denounce  to  you,  was  once  my  friend,  and  wo 

be  fo  (Till,  were  I   not  now  acquainted  with  his  character. 

allude  to  the   reprefentative  of  the  people,  Pichegru.     He  ** 

prudent  enoi-«h  to  commit   nothing  to  writing      He  only  cc 

municated  vubaliy  with  thofc  who  were  cntrulted    with  thee 

refpoiidence,  who  apprifed  him  of  the  projeds  entertained,  : 

received  his  anfwers      tlv   is  there  dcfigned   by    feveral   nan 

among  others  that  of  3aptift.     A  chief  of  brigade,  named  B 

dovsvillc,  was  artached  to  him,  and  is  defigned  under  the  name 

Co-jo.     He  was  one  of  the  couriers  whom  he,  as  well  as  ot 

correfpondents,  employed.      You  muft  have  feen  him  very  : 

quently  at  baiie.     Their  great  movement   was  intended  to  h 

taken  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  four.     Thev  calculs 

upon  fome  defeat  to  be  fuftained  by  my  army,  which  being  i 

conten 
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contented  with  being  defeated,  Jhouid  demand  to  be  placed  under 
the  command  of  their  old  general,  who  then  was  to  have  aded 
according  to  the  initrudHon*  he  had  received.  He  had  received 
500  louis  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  journey  which  he  made  to 
Paris  at  the  time  of  his  difmilfal.  Hence  naturally  arofe  his  re- 
fufal  of  the  embafly  to  Sweden.  I  fufpcdl  the  family  of  Lajolais 
of  being  concerned  in  this  intrigue. 

Nothing  but  the  great  confidence  which  I  entertain  of  your 
patriotifm  and  wifdom  could  have  determined  me  to  give  you  this 
information.  The  proofs  are  as  clear  as  day.  I  doubt,  however, 
whether  they  be  judicial.  I  entreat,  you,  Citizen  Director,  to  be 
fegond  as  to  enlighten  me  with  yonr  advice  in  this  very  critical 
affair.  You  know  me  fumciently  to  be  convinced  how  much  this 
confidence  has  cod  me.  Nothing  but  the  dangers  to  which  my 
country  is.expofed  could  have  extorted  the  (ecret  from  me.  It  m 
confined  to  five  perfons,  Generals  Defaix,  Regnier,  one  of  my  , 
aitfe-de-camps,  and  an  officer  entnifted  with  the  fecret  department 
"of  the  army,  who  continually  follows  the  train  of  information 
communicated  by  the  letters  which  have  been  deciphered. 

Accept  the  aflurancc  of  the  diftkiguifhed  efteem  and  inviolable 
attachment  with  which  I  am,  &e. 

(Signed)  Morbau. 


The  Minijler  a:  War  to  the  Armies,  and  to  the  Military  Divi/ions* 

^THE  dark  veil  which  covered  the  republic  is  at  laft  removed. 
Let  your  courage  be  re-animated,  brave  foldiers!  The 
Junius  of  liberty  (till  hovers  over  France,  and  you  have  not  vainly 
fhed  your  blood  in  thecaufe  of  freedom.  The  ft  niggle  between 
"to  odious  abettors  of  royalty  and  the  faithful  friends  of  the  re- 
public has  ceafed.  Warriors  of  every  rank  !  you  peed  no  longer 
w  that  your  laurels  will  be  tarnithed  by  thofe  bafe  men  who 
ncver  (hared  your  dangers;  and  who,  infenfible  to  the  glory  which 
y°ur  triumphs  have  reflected  on  our  country,  would  make  a  facri- 
nceof  your  innumerable  victories  to  the  throne.  Men  of  courage 
at  laft  accepted  the  challenge  of  royalty.  They  lifted  up  its 
gauntlet,  and  inftantly  the  hideous  fpedtre  difappeared. 

Soldiers  of  liberty!  remain  calm  in  the  midft  of  the  ftorm. 
Liften  to  the  voice  of  your  chiefs,  and  of  the  government  which 
batches  for  you  :  preferve  yourfelves  in  that  impofing  attitude, 
which  ftrikes  terror  into  your  enemies,  both  abroad  and  at  home. 
You  will  fpeedily  enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  triumphs,  of  your 
facrifices,  and  your  devotion.  To  fupply  thofe  wants,  which  a 
malevolent  fafiion  has  fo  long  made  you  endure,  is  the  firft  duty 
of  the  government,  and  fhall  be  the  objedt  of  its  mod  earnell 
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folicitudes:  the  republic  owes  to  you  its  glory,  akd  it  wiT 
endeavour  to  acquit  the  debt.  Its  happinefs  and  yours  are  ev< 
infeparable. 

(Signed)  Scherer,  Minifter  at  Wj 


The  Mihifier  of  the  Interior  to  the  Central  Adminiftrations  of  the  Di 
part  merit  s^  and  to  the  CommiJJioners  of  the  Executive  Directory  t 
thofe  Adminiftrations. 

Citizens, 

HTHE  departments  have  been  too  often  deceived  in  regard  to  wl 
"*•    paffes  in  Paris. 
The '  authentic  documents  annexed  to  this  letter  will 


known  to  you  the  truth. 

The  republic  has  triumphed  over  the  royalift  confpirators.  Tb*? 
conftitution  of  the  third  year  has  this  day  efcaped  from  the  rage  of 
thofe  who  w iftied  to  deftroy  itf 

If  any  fuggeftions  are  made  again  ft  thefe  fads,  you  have  it  in 
your  power  to  eftablifh  them*  Take  the  proper  means  of  en- 
lightening the  people  of  your  departments,  by  publiftiing  all  the 
papers  I  have  fent  you.  '* 

The  partifans  of  the  throne  may  attempt  to  avenge  themfelves 
on  the  republic.  You  oi/ght  to  declare,  that  all  the  conftituted 
authorities,  civil  and  military,  remain  refponfible  for  all  affaffina- 
tions,  or  attempts  made  to  difturb  the  public  peace. 

Should  the   agents   of  a  counter-revolution   eftablifh   a   falfe  ' 
legiflature  out  of  Paris,  or  remain  in  the  legi dative  body,  you  are 
required  to  oppofe  them  with  all  your  power,  under  the  pain  of 
being  declared  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion. 

Remember  that  you  are  the  guarantees  of  the  tranquillity  of 
your  departments.     The  Executive  Diredtory  relies  on  your  zeal. 

Give  me  an  immediate  aflu ranee  of  your  diligence  and  effortsN 
in  preferving  order  and  peace. — Vive  la  republique! 

^Signed)         Francois  de  Neufchateau, 

Minifter  of  the  Interior.    4 

Paris,   18  Fruclidor  (Sept.  4). 
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NEGOTIATION. 


Official  Correfpondenct)  publifhed  by  the  Britijh  Government,  relative 
to  the  Negotiation  for  Peace  carried  on  at  Lifle  between  Great 
Jiritain  and  the  French  Republic. 


No.  I. 

Official  Note. — Lord  Grenville  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  of 

the  French  Republic* 

*TpHE  ijgnaturc  of  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace,  the  definitive 
•*"  conclufion  of  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  continental  war, 
appears  to  afford  to  the  two  governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  a  natural  opportunity,  and  new  facilities  for  the  renewal 
of  pacific  negotiations  between  them :  a  part  of  the  obftacles, 
-which  might  have  retarded  this  falutary  work,  no  longer  exifting; 
and  the  interefts  to  be  treated  of  being,  after  this  event,  neither 
to  extenfive  nor  fo  complicated  as  they  were  before. 

The  court  of  London,  always  defirous  of  employing  fuch 
means  as  are  beft  calculated  to  contribute  to  this  obje<5t,  fo  in- 
terefting  to  the  happinefs  of  the  two  nations,  is  unwilling  to  omit 
renewing  to  the  French  government  the  aflurance  of  the  continu- 
ance of  its  difpofitions  on  this  fubje&.  And  the  underfigned  is 
authorized  to  propofe  to  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  enter 
wittout  delay,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall  be  judged  the  moft 
expedient,  upon  the  di  feu  (lion  of  the  views  and  pretenfions  of 
each  party,  for  the  regulation  of  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace, 
which  may  be  definitively  arranged  at  the  future  congrefs. 

As  foon  as  the  form  of  this  negotiation  (hall  have  been  agreed, 
upon,  the  Britifh  government  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  it,  by 
taking  on  its  part  fuch  meafures,  as  are  the  moft  proper  for  ac- 
celerating the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  public  tranquillity. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

JFefiminfier,  June  J,  1797. 


^o. 


(    **8    ) 

No.  2.  lis 


Official  Note.— The  Minifitr  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Gremillu 

THE  underfigned  minifler  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  French 
republic,  loft  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Executive  Directory 
the  note  which  was  tranfmitred  to  Mm  on  the  ift  of  Jane  0.  S.) 
by  Lord  Grenville,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty.  He 
is  directed  to  anfwer  it. 

The  Executive  Directory  fees  with  fatisfadtion,  the  dcGre 
-which  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  exprefTes  to  put  an  end,  at 
length,  to  the  calamities  of  war.*- rlt  will  receive  with  ea'gernefs 
the  overtures  and  propofals  which  lhall  be  made  to  it  by  the  court 
of  England. 

The  Executive  Directory  defires,  notwithftanding,  that  the 
negotiations  mould  be  fet  on  foot  at  once  for  a  definitive  treaty; 
This  proceeding  appears  to  the  Directory  preferable  to  a  congreis, 
of  which  the  refult  mult  be  remote,  and  which  does  not  cor- 
refpond  with  the  ardent  defire  that  it  has  to  re-tftablift*  as 
quickly  as  pofiible,  peace  "between  the  two  powers. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Dy-ACROt* 

Paris  9   1 6  Prairialt  §th  Tear  of  the 

French  Republic,  one  and  indivtfibU* 
June  4,   1797. 


Is 


No*  3- 

Official  Note*— Lord  Grenville  to  the  Minifler  for  Foreign  Affair~s~ 

THE  court  of  London  has  received*  with  the  greateft  £*tif- 
faction,  the  aflurances  of  the  dirpofitions  of  the  Execu-iiv* 
Directory  to  entertain  with  eagernefs  the  pacific  overtures  °* 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  its  defire  to  re-eftablifh,  as  foon  a$ 
poifible,  peace  between  the  two  powers. 

Anxious  to  contribute  to  it  in  every  thing  which  can  dep^nv 
•upon  itfelf,  the  Britith  government  will  not  delay  to  lend-  t0 
Paris,  or  to  fuch  other  place,  upon  the  continent,  as  may  bc 
agreed  upon,  a  minifler,  to  treat  and  conclude  with  the  plenip°* 
tentiary,  who  lhall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Directory. 

The  underlined  is  directed  to  defire  to  know  the  wilh  of  *kc 
Direflory,  ae  to  the  place  of  the  negotiation,  in  order  that  * 
fpeedy  determination  may  be  taken  here  upon  that  fubject;  and  10 
requeft  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  fend  him,  without  del^-X* 
the  neceflary  paifports,  to  enable  the  king's  plenipotentiary  to  rep^ir 
imjncdiately  to  his  deftination.  The  qucilion  of  figning  pr^' 
"■iunary  or  definitive  articles,  will  necefTarily  depend  upon    *    rfi 
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progrcfs  and  turn  of  the  negotiations,  to  which,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  will  be  brought  the  mod  fincere  defire  tor  the 
fpeedy  re-eftablifhment  of  peace. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

ffefiminfter,  JuneSth,  1797. 


No.  4. 

Official  Note. — The  Minljier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Grenville. 

THE  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  republic  has  feen 
with  fatisfadtion,  by  the  official  note  of  Lord  Grenville,  dated 
June  8th  (O.  S.),  that  the  court  of  London  (hews  itfelf  difpofed 
to  fet  on  foot,  without  delay,  the  negotiation,  for  which  it  hasr 
lately  made  an  overture.     Filled  with  the  fame  eagernefs,  con- 
vinced that  the  intentions  of  the  Britifh  government  are  fuch  as 
it  describes  them,  the  Dire&ory  has  directed  the  under figned, 
tttnifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to  tranfmit  to  Lord  Grenville  the  ne- 
ceflary  paffports  for  a  minifter  furnifhed  with  full  powers,  for  the 
purpofe  of  negotiating  a  definitive  and  feparate  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  French  republic. 

'"  The  'Executive  Uire&ory  has  fixed  upon  the  commune  of  Lifle 
*  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  refpe&ive  plenipotentiaries. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

JParis,  23  Prairidl,  5/A  Year 
of  the  French  Republic. 
(June  ii,I797-) 


No.  5. 

Form  of  Paffport. 

» 

Liberty,  Equality.  Fraternity,  Union* 

In  the  Name  pf  the  French  Republic. 

TO  all  .officers,  civil  and  military,  charged  to  maintain  public 
Ojricr  in  the  different  departments  of  France,  and  to  make  the 
'tench  name  refpe&ed  abroad. 

Allow  to  pafs  freely 
f^rm/bed  with  the  full  powers  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  for  the  pur- 
r*fl  of  negotiating,  concluding,  and  Jigning,  a  definitive  and  feparate 
trtatj  if  pan  WU}}  the  French  republic,  native  of,  &c.  &c. 

t^g  to  Lille ,  department  of  the  North,  the  place  appointed  for  the 

*ptiation9 

Without  giving  or  fuffering  any  hindrance  to  be  given  to  him. 

VOt.VI.  E  e  Thi* 
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This  paflport  (hall  be  in  force  for  decades  only. 

Given  at  Paris  the  23  Prairial^  5/ A  year  of  the  republic,  one 
and  indivifible. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 

(Signed)  Ch.   D«lacrouL 

By  the  minifter, 

(Signed)         \  T.  Guiradet.. 


No.  6. 
Official  Note.— Lord  Grenville  to  the  Afini/ler  for  Foreign  Affktfim 

a 

THE  underfigncd  has  received  from  the  minifter  for  foreign 
jaffairs  of  the  French  republic  his  official  note,  with  the  paflpoxt 
which  accompanied  it.  j 

The  court  of  London  willingly  accepts  the  pxopofaL  of  the 
French  government  with  refpeft  tp  the  place  of  negotiation,  and 
contents  that  Lille  ftiall  be  appointed  as  the  place  of  meeting,  fai; 
the  refpeftive  plenipotentiaries  :  it  being  always  underftood,  that 
the  King's  plenipotentiary  (hall  have  liberty  todifpatch'hi$'courieri 
dire&ly  from  Lifle  to  Dover,  by  way  of  Calais i  ant)  .thattbf 
Engiilh  veffels,  appointed  for  keeping  up  this  communication, 
fhall  be  allowed  freely  to  go  into,  and  come  out  of,  the  port  of 
Calais,  and  to  eafs  in  perfect  fa^ety  between  that  city  and  I>over« 

With  refpe£t  to  the  pafTport,  the  underfigned  finds  hiptfell 
under  the  neceflity  of  remarking,  that  the  terms  in  which  thii 
inftrument  is  drawn  up  differ  from  the  ufuaLform,  by  the  parti- 
cular description,  which  is  inferted  in  them,  of  the  nature  an< 
extent  of  the  powers,  and  of  th«  million  of  the  King's  plenipo- 
tentiary. 

This  new  form  appears  lhrble  to  produce,  in  many  inftances 
confiderable  inconvenience  ;  and,  according  to  the  terras  ufed  it 
this  particular  inftance,  it  would  have  the  difadyantage  of  not 
anfwering  exaftly  to  the  powers  and  the  million  of  theminrAer  ic 
queftion. 

His  full  powers,  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form,  will  include 
every  cafe  ;  arid  without  prefcribing  to  him  any  particular  nzode 
of  negotiation^  will  give  him  the  mod  unlimited  authority  to  con- 
clude any  articles  or  treaties,  whether  preliminary  or  definitivej 
as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  fpeedy  re-eftablifhment  of  peace, 
which  is  the«fole  objeft  of  his  million. 

But  the  court  of  London  does  not  by  any  means  make  a  pain 
of  concluding  a  preliminary  treaty,  and  would  prefer  pnly.th* 
rnode,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  (hall  be  found  the  beft  calcU 
lated  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  peace. 

The  King's  plenipotentiary  then  will  be  equally  ready,  a*" 
authorized  to  be.gin  the  negotiation  without  delay,  upon  eitl^ 

footU*! 
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boting;  upon  the  footing  of  a  preliminary  treaty— or,  fhould  fuch 
ontinue  t6  be  the  wifh  of  the  Directory,  upon  that  of  a  defini- 
te treaty. 

As  to  what  regards  the  queffion  of  a  feparate  treaty — there 
ould  be  no  objection  to  fettling,  by  a  treaty  of  this  kind,  what- 
rcr  relates  to  the  refpe£live  interefts  of  France  and  of  Great 
ritain,  as  has  been  ufually  the  pr a 61  ice  in  fimilar  cafes  :  but  the 
ing  cannot  allow  any  doubt  to  fubfift  as  to  his  intention  of  pro- 
iding  for  what  is  due  to  the  interefts  of  his  ally  her  Moil  Faith- 
ft  Majefty.  And  in  purfuance.of  the  fame  principles,  his  Ma* 
cfty  will  not  refufe  to  enter  into  fuch  explanations  with  refpedt 
p  the  interefts  of  Spain  and  Holland,  as  may  appear  neceuary 
for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace. 

After  this  frank  and  precife  explanation,  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment is  perfuaded,  that  the  Directory  will  not  delay  to  tranfmit 
to  Aem  a  paffport  for  the  Britifh  plenipotentiary  and  his  fuite,  in 
the  ufual  form,  and  fuch  as  was  fent  in  the  month  of  October 
hft  for  the  million  with  which  Lord  Malmefbury  was  then 
charged. 

In  this  expectation,  and  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  all  delay,  his 
Majefty  has  already  made  choice  of  the  fame  minifter  to  repre- 
fcfit  him  on  this  important  occafion.  And  the  underfigned  is 
charged  to  inquire  on  what  day  the  French  plenipotentiary  will 
be  at  Lifle,  in  order  that  Lord  Malmefbury  may  arrive  there  at 
the  fame  time. 

(Signed)         .  Grenville. 

fftjhnin/ler,  June  17,  1797. 


.    No,  7. 
Official  Note. — The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Grenvilk. 


V*  roics  no  time  in  replying  to  it,  according  to  the  orders  which 
*  has  received. 

T*he  Direftory,  partaking  moft  fmcerely  in  the  pacific  fenti- 
JpRs  which  his  Britannic  Majefty  announces,  and  wifliing  to 
^ng  the  negotiations  as  quickly,  as  poflible  to  a  happy  iflue, 
^rfftsih  requiring  that  the  refpeotive  plenipotentiaries  mall  begin 
Immediately  upon  their  meeting  to  treat  of  a  definitive  treaty. 
***e  Directory  accepts,  with  fatisfaftion,  the  confent  of  his  Bri- 
die Majefty  upon  this  fubje&,J  exprefTed  in  the  note  of  Lord 
'grille. 

*  he  Direflory  confents  that  bis  Britannic  Majesty"  fliall  makej 
^  hi/ plenipotentiary,  fuch  propofals  or  ftipulatlobs  as  He  fliafl 
^  E  e  3  \\v\tfc 
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think  proper  for  her  Mod  Faithful  Majefty,  as  in  return  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  republic  will  do  for  their  allies  his  Catholic 
Majefty  and  the  Batavian  republic. 

The  Directory  confents  that  the  negotiation  (hall  be  opened 
with  Lord  Malmcibury.  Another  choice  would,  hdwever,  have 
appeared  to  the  Directory  to  augur  more  favourably  for  the  fpeedy 
condufion  of  peace. 

The  Directory  requires  that  it  (hall  be  eftablifhed*  as  a  principle, 
that  each  Englifh  packet-boat,  which  (hall  have  brought  over 
.either  the  plenipotentiary  or  a  courier,  (hall,  return  without  delay, 
and  (hall  not  be  allowed  to  make  any  (lay.  The  Diredory  will 
give  orders  thtit  a  French  packet-boat  (hall  be  furnilhed,  without 
delay,  to  each  of  the  couriers  whom  the  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty  (hall  difpatch.  The  Directory  deftres,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  couriers  (hall  not  be  fent  too  frequently ;  the 
frequent  fending  of  them  having  been  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
of  the  rupture  of  the  former  negotiation. 

After  the  above  explanation,  it  becomes  unneceflary  to  tranf- 
mit  to  Lord  Grenville  a  new  pailport ;  the  reftridions  which  he 
apprehended  were  to  be  found  in  that  which  has  been  addrefled  to 
him,  being  entirely  done  away. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries  will  have  arrived  at  Lifleby  the  ' 
time  at  which  Lord  Malmefbury  can  himfelf  be  there. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Paris,  2,'Meffidor.  (June  20,  1797.) 


No.  8. 
Official  Note.— Lord  Grevville  to  the  Minijlcr  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

THE  undcrfigned  has  laid  before  the  King  the  official  note  of 
the  Trench  government,  which  he  received  the  13d  of  the  prefent; 
month.  . 

As  to  the  two  firft  articles  of  this  note  both  parties  are  agreed. 
On  this  point-,  therefore,  there  is  nothing  to  be  added  to  the  ex- 
planations already  given  ;  in  confequence  of  which  explanations 
Lord  Malmefbury  will,  without  delay,  proceed  to  Lifle  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with. the  French  plenipotentiaries  for  the  com- 
pletion of  a  definitive  treaty.  The  remark  of  the  Diredory  upon 
the  choice  which  his. Majefty  has  thought  fit  to  make  of  tys 
plenipotentiary^  being  certainly  of  a  nature  not  to  require  ajiy 
anfwer.     ."'  '  . 

'  The.Britifli  government  agrees  to  the  arrangement  propofed 
for  the  packet-bpats ;  provided  that  a  French  paqtet-boat.fh^U 
be  furniflied  regularly,  and  without  the  leaft  delay,  for  each  couqer 
which  theBrififh  plenipotentiary  (hall  find  it  necefory  to  difpatch: 
ffie  exercife  or*  his  Inconteftable  right,,  in  this  refpedt,  -being  to  be 

governed 
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governed  by  his  own  difcretion  only,  yrith  a  view  to  bringing  the 
negotiation  with  which  he  is  charged  to  a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsfijl 
end. 

With  regard  to  the  rupture  of  the  lad  negotiation,  the  circum* 
fiances  and  the  motives  of  it  are  known  to  all  Europe ;  and  it  is 
not  at  the  moment  of  entering  into  a  new  pacific  difcuflion  that 
the  Britifti  government  conceives  it  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  recall 
them  to  recolle&ion. 

Lord  Malmefbury  will  fet  out  from  London  on  the  30th  of 
this  month  to  proceed  to  Calais;  from  whence  he  will*  arrange 
his  departure  according  to  the  notification  he  may  receive  of  the 
day  on  which  the  French  miniftcrs  may  reach  Lifle. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

Weftminfter,  June  26,  1797. 
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No.  9. 

Official  Note.— The  Minifier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Grenville* 

THE  underfigned  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  loft  ng  time  in 
laying  before  the  Executive  Dire&ory  the  official  note  addreffed 
to  him  by  Lord  Grenville,  dated  the  21ft  June  (O.  S.),  8th  of 
the  prefent  month  Meflidor. 

In  anfwer  to  this  note,  he  has  the  honour  to  declare  to  Lord 
Grenville,  |hat  the  plenipotentiaries  charged  by  the  Dire&ory 
with  the  negotiation  are  already  aflembled  at  Lifle,  and  that  the 
conferences  may  be  fet  on  foot,  as  foon  as  the  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  Ihall  have  arrived  there,  rrovifion  has 
been  made  that  there  (hall  never  be  a  want  of  packet-boats  for 
the  couriers  which  he  (hall  think  proper  to  fend  to  London. 

The  underfigned  at  the  fame  time  apprifes  Lord  Grenville, 
that  a  copy  of  this  note  Will  be  delivered  to  Lord  Malmefbury  on 
his  arrival  at  Calais,  in  order  that  there  may  be  nothing  to  hinder 
his  immediate  departure  for  Lifle. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Paris,  1 1  Meflidor >  $th  Tear. 
(June*9,  1797.) 

No.  10. 

Extratl  of  a  bifpatch  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  Grenville, 
dated Ltjle,  July  6tb,  Thurfday,  S  P.M.  1797. 

My  Lord, 

HAVING  had  this  morning  my  firft  conference  with  the 
Freacft  plenipotentiaries,  and  having  mutually  exchanged  our  full 
powers,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  di  (patch  a  meflenger,  in  order 


that  his  Majeftjr  may  have  the  earlieft  information  of  this  cir=. 
cumftance.  My  difpatch,*  however,  mud  be  confined  to  thia 
alone,  as  nothing  whatever  has  yet  patted  relative  to  the  negotia- 
tion itfelf. 


No.  ii. 

Copy  of  the  full  Powers  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries* 

Equality,  Liberty. 

Extract  from  the  Rigifiers   of  the  Deliberations  of  the  Executive 

Diretiory. 

Paris 9  the  zoth  Prairial,  5/A  ye nr  of  the  Trench 
.  Republic,  one  and  indivifible, 

THE  Executive  Directory,  after  having  heard  the  report  of  the 
minifler  for  foreign  affairs,  decrees  as  follows : 

The  citizens  Letourneur,  heretofore  member  of  the  Executive 
Diire&ory,  Pleville  k  PeUey,  and  Maret,  are  authorized  to  lie*. 
gotiatc  with  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
the  treaty  of  peace  to  be  concluded  between  the  French  republic 
and  Great  Britain.  The  DireQory  gives  them  the  neceflary  fmafl 
powers  for  agreeing  upon  and  figning  the  articles  of  the  treaty  ^ 
be  made.  They  (hall  conform  thcmfelves  to  the  inftru&ions  whi<A 
have  been,  or  (hall  be  given  to  them  by  the  Executive  Dire&ox"jj 
to  whom  they  (hall  render  an  account  of  the  progrefs  and  the  rflue  tf 
the  negotiations. 

They  are  equally  authorized,  and  under  the  fame  conditions,  td 
ftipulate  for  the  alh'es  of  the  republic,  his  Catholic  Majefty  mm 
the  riatavian  republic. 

The  citizen  Colchen,  appointed  fecretary-general  to  the  Frerm** 
legation,  is  authorized  to  aflift  at  the  conferences,  to  afford  civ 
information  which  (hall  be  required  of  him,  and  to  take  a  note  rf 
what  (hall  be  agreed  upon  and  fettled. 

The  prefent  decree  (hall  not  be  printed  for  the  prefent. 
(A  true  copy.) 

The  Prefident  of  the  Executive  Diredory,    - 

Carnot. 
By  the  Executive  DireSory, 
the  Secretary-general, 

Lagarde., 

_ .  •       *  • 

No.  12. 

Extracts  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefiury  to  Lord  Gfenvillt* 

dated  L'tjlc,  fuly  11 ,   I797*  ~r;.i* 

I  HAD  the  honour  in  my  laft,  by  Brooks,  of  the  6th  hrftant, 
to  inform  your  Lordlhip  of  .my  arrival  here,  of  the  manner  in 

which 
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ch  I  had. been  received,  and  of  my  having,  in  the  ufual  form, 
gauged  my  full  powers  with  the  French  plenipotentiaries* 
}n  Friday  the  7th  at  noon  we  held  our  fecond  conference, 
opened  this  fecond  conference  with  the  French  pienipoten* 
ies-,  by  faying,  that  I  myfelf  had  no  obfervations  to  make  on 
1  full  powers,  which  appeared  to  be  conformable  to  thofe 
illy  given  by  the  Directory  tp  their  plenipotentiaries,  and  of 
rfe  muft  be  confidered  as  fufficient  for  the  purpofesexprelfedin 
n;  that  I,  however,  had  tranfinitted  them  by  a  meflenger  to 
court,  and  rcferved  to  myfelf  the  right  of  communicating  any 
&ions  or  remarks  which  I  might  receive  by  the  return'  of  my 
Tenger,  relative  to  them. 

A*  le  Tourneur,  to  whom,  as  prefident  of  the  commiflion,  I 
raffed  myfelf,  replied,  that  they  had  taken  precifely  the  fame 
8  as  myfelf ,  that  they  confidered  the  full  powers  I  hid  given  in, 
1  due  form,  and  fufficient ;  but  that  they  alfo  rcferved  to  them- 
gs  the  fame  right,  in  regard  to  inftru&ions  they  might  receive 
q  the  Dire&ory  on  this  fubjeft,  as  I  had  claimed  in  regard  to 
Court* 

itt.this,  of courfe,  I  aflented.  , 

hx  Saturday  the  8th  inftant  I  gave  in  tht  pnjet  precifely  as  I  had 
ived  it  from  your  Lordfhip  ;  a  copy  of  which  (A),  as  it  is 
iflated  into  French,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inclofe. 
htttfthe  Frenth  plenipotentiaries  proposed  that  fome  time  (hould 
given  them  to  take  the  propofals  I  had  made  into  confideration» 
begged  of  me  merely  for  the  fake  of  accuracy,- and  to  help 
ir  memory,  that  I  would  be  good  enough  either  to  let  M.  CA*- 
n  put  down  on  paper,  or  myfelf  fend  them  a  note  containing 
words  with  which  I  wiflied  the.  articles  .left  in  blank  to  be 
id  up.  I  readily  acquiefced  in  the  latter  mode,  and  immediately 
my  return  fent  them  the  inclofed  note  (B). 
Do  Sunday  evening  I  received  the  inclofed  note  (C)  from  the 
inch  plenipotentiaries,-  and  in  confequeece  of  it  went  to  the  pro- 
td  conference  yefterday. 

One  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  informed  me  on  the  fubjed  of 
projet  I  had  given  them,  aod  the  note  with  which  I  hadac* 
npahied  it,  that  as  thefe  papers  contain  many  points,  on  which 
if  inftru&ions  did  not  enable  them  to  anfwer,  they  had,  after 
ring  given  them  a  very:  ferious  attention,  fent  them,  with  fuch 
nervations  as  they  had  thought  it  their,  duty  to  mate  on  them,  to 
:  Directory,  and  that  the  moment  they  received  an  anfwer,  they 
uH  communicate  it  to  me>  But  that  in  the  mean  while,  not  to 
Vf  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation^  they  wLfhed  that  feverar  points* 
ich  he  termed  inifiilated,  but  which,  though  not  referred  to  in  our 
jet,,  were,  he  faid,  infeparably  connected  with  the  general 
je£t  of  peaoe,  might  be  difcufTed  and  got  rid  of  now  if  I  had  xm 
b£Uou,  and  jhat  it  was  with  this  view  they  had  requeited  me 
&Cef  them.    On  iriy  not  expreifing  any  difapptobaXvou  \o  \toT\* 
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mode  of  proceeding,  one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  began,  by 
faying,  that  in  the  preamble  of  the  treaty  the  title  of  King  of 
France  was  ufed ;  that  this  title  they  contended  could  no  longer  be 
infilled  on,  the  abolition  of  it  was  in  a  manner  eflential  to  the  full 
acknowledgment  of  the  French  republic,  and  that  as  it  was  merely 
titular  as  far  as  related  to  his  Majefty,  but  quite  otherwife  in  the 
fenfe  in  which  it  applied  to  them,  he  hoped  it  would  not  beconfi- 
dered  aa  an  important  conceflion. 

I  informed  him,  that  on  all  former  occafions  a  feparate  article 
had  been  agreed  to,  which  appeared  to  me  to  anfwer  every  purpofe 
they  required,  and  which  it  was  my  intention,  as  the  treaty  Ad- 
vanced, to  have  propofed,  as  proper  to  make  part  of  this.  Thd 
article  (the  firft  of  the  feparate  ones  in  the  treaty  of  1783)  was 
then  read ;  but  they  objected  to  it,  as  not  fully  meetingftheir  views* 
It  was  to  the  title  itfalf,  as  well  as  to  any  right  which  might  be 
fuppofed  to  arife  from  it,  that  they  objected.  I  could  fcarcfc 
allow  myfelf  to  treat  this  mode  of  reafoning  ferioufly.  I  endeb* 
voured  to  make  them  feel  that  it  was  cavilling  for  a  mere  word  ; 
that  it  was  creating  difficulties  where  none  exifted ;  and  that»if  fdl 
the  French  monarchs  in  the  courfe  of  three  centuries  had  allowed 
this  to  (land  in  the  preamble  of  all  the  treaties  and  tranfa&ions 
between  the  two  countries,  I  could  not  conceive,  after  its  having 
been  ufed  for  fo  long  a  period  without  any  claim  or  pretenfion 
being  fet  forth  in  confequence  of  it,  how  it  could  now  affeft  either 
the  dignity,  fecurity,  or  importance  of  the  republic — that  in  faft 
fuch  titles  have  ever  been  confidered  as  indefealable,  and  as  memo- 
rials and  records  of  former  greatnefs,  and  not  as  pretentions  to 
prefent  power — and  I  quoted  the  titles  of  the  Kings  of  Sardinia  and 
Naples,  &c.  as  examples  exa&ly  in  point.  I  argued  however  in 
vain.  They  treated  it  very  gravely,  and  made  To  ftrong  a  ftand 
upon  it,  that  I  could  not  avoid  taking  it  for  reference,  which! 
thought  it  better  to  do,  than,  feeling  as  I  did  at  the  moment,  to 
pufh  the  converfation  farther. 

The  fecond  infulated  point  was  a  very  material  one  indeed,'  and 
which,  although  it  has  been  adverted  to  as  a  propofal  that  might 
pofiibly  be  brought  forward,  I  confefs  came  upon  me  utfexpeft- 
edly.— It  was  to  afk  either  a  reftitution  of  the  {hips  taken  and 
deftroyed  at  Toulon,  or  an  equivalent  for  them*  They  grounded 
this  claim  on  the  preliminary  declaration  made  by  Lord  Hood  on 
his  taking  pofleflion  of  Toulon  ;  and  on  the  eighth  article  of  the 
declaration  of  the  committee  of  the  fed  ions  to  him.  They  faki, 
peace  they  hoped  was  about  to  be  re-eftablifhed  ;  that  his  Majefty, 
in  acknowledging  the  republic,  admitted  that  a  fovereignty  exifted 
in  the  French  government;  and  of  courfe  that  the  fbips,  held  only 
as  a  depofit  by  England  till  this  legal  authority  was  admitted, 
ought  now  to  be  reftored.  I  replied,  that-  this  claim  was  fo  per- 
fetlly  unlooked  for,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  have  been 
X  provided 
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provided  for  it  iiraiy  inftru&ions,  and  that  I  could  therefore  only 

convey  my  own  private  fentiments  on  it,  which  were,  that  they 
could  not  have  devifed  a  ftep  more  likely  to  defeat  the  great  end  ov 
oar  million.  One  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  faid,  that  he  fi  nee  rely 
libped  not ;  that  without  a  reditu  lion  of  the  (hips  an  equivalent 

.  might  be  found  to  effeft  the  purpofe  deftred,  fince  their  great  oh- 
je£t  was,  that  fomething  fhould  appear  to  prove  that  this  juft 
demand  had  not  been  overlooked  by  them,  and  was  not  left  unfa* 
tisficd  by  us*  1  told  him  fairly,  I  did  not  fee  where  this  equiva- 
lent was  to  be  found,  or  how  it  could  be  appreciated ;  and  that 
confidering  the  great  advantages  France  had  already  obtained  by 
the  war,  and  thofe  (he  was  likely  to  obtain  from  the  ad  of  cpn- 
defcenfion  1  had  already  intimated  his  Majefty  was  difpofed  to 
vakein  order  to  reftore  peace,  I  was  much .  furprifed  and  deeply 
concerned  at  what  I  heard.  I  trufted,  therefore,  that  this  very 
tadmiflible  propofal  would  be  withdrawn.  They  faid  it  was  not 
an  their  power ;  and  one  of  them,  from  a  written  paper  before  him, 
jvhiqh  he  laid  were  his  inftru&ions,  read  to  me  words  to  the  effeft 

.  J  have  already  dated. 

Their  third  queftion  was  as  to  any  mortgage  we  might  have  upon 
Ae  Low  Countries,  in  .confequence  of  money  lent  to  the  Emperor 
ty'Gitat  Britain.— They  wilhed  to  know  if  any  fuch  exifted, 
pee,  as  they  had  taken  the  Low  Countries  charged  with  .all  their 
ocuutoances,  4hey .  wore  to  declare  that  theyihould  notxonfider  . 
Jbemfelves  bound  to  anfwer  any  mortgage  given  for  money  lent  to 
the  Emperor,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  war  againft  diem. 
v  I  told  them,  that  without  replying  to  this  queftion,  fuppofing 
the  cafe  to  exift,  the  exception  they  required  fliould  have  been 
flatedin  their  treaty  with  the  Emperor,  and  could  not  at  all  be 
ttked  up  in  ours;  that  if  they  had  taken  the  Low  Countries 
W  they  flood  charged  with  all  their  incumbrances,  there  could  be 
<*o  doubt  what  thefe  words  meant,  and  that  if  no  exception  was 
K*ted  in  the  firft  inftance,  none  could.be  made  with  a  retro-a&ive 

*fca. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries,  however,  were  as  tenacious  on 
*jkis  point  as  on  the  other  two  ;  and  as  I  found  to  every  argument 
**wd,  that  they  conftantly  oppofed  their  inftru&ions,  I  had  no- 
thing, to  do  but  to  defire  that  they  would  give  me  a  written  paper 
feting  their  three  claims,  in  order  that  I  might  immediately 
ta&fmit  it  to  your  Lordfhip;  and  on  this  being  promi fed,  our 
inference  broke  up. 

Between  four  and  five  P.  M.  yefterday,  I  received  the  enclofed 

!l°te  (D),  and  I  have  loft  no  time  fince  it  is  in  my  pofleffion  in 

P^paring  to  fend  away  a  meflenger,  as,  independent  of  the  difa- 

,  F*eable  fubjefts  brought  forward  in   this  laft  conference,    and 

*hich  it  is  materia^  fliould  be  communicated  without  .delay,  I  am 

•Vol.  VI.  Ff  anxious 
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anxious  his  Majefty  (hould  be  informed  of  what  has  pafled 
general  up  to  this  d  ly,  as  it  may  perhaps  furnifh  fome  ideas  as 
the  poflible  event  of  the  negotiation. 

No,  13.    A, 

Projet  delivered  by  Lord  Malmefiury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 

their  Conference ,    July  Zth,   1797. 

ProjeSl  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  ' 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom  it  (hall  or  may  in  any  mam 
concern.  The  moft  ferene  and  moft  potent  Prince  George  1 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  a 
Ireland,  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  Arch  Treaflii 
and  Elector  of  the  Holy  Roman  empire,  and  the  Executive  £ 
redory  of  the  French  republic,  being  equally  defirous  to  put ; 
end  to  the  war,  which  has  for  fome  time  pad  fub fitted  bctwo 
the  dominions  of  the  two  parties,  have  named  and  conftitutfd  6 
their  plenipotentiaries,  charged- with  the  concluding  and  figaif 
of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  ;  viz.  the  King  of  Great  Bntail 
•  the  Lord  Baron  of  Malmefbury,  a  peer  of  the  kingdom  ofljre; 
Britain,  knight  of  the  moft  honourable  order  of  the  Bath,  prit 
councillor  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  and  the  Executive  Diredoj 
of  the  French  republic, 

who,  after  having  exchanged  their  refpe&ive  full  powers,  hfl 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

I.  As  foon  as  this  treaty  fhall  be  figned  and  ratified,  there  fts 
be  an  univerfal  and  perpetual  peace  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  al 
a  fincere  andconftant  friendfhip  between  the  two  contra&ing  pa 
ties,  and  their  dominions,  and  territories,  and  people,  witho' 
exception  of  either  places  or  perfons  ;  fo  that  the  high  contrajt 
ing  parties  fhall  give  the  greateft  attention  to  the  maintaining  fe 
tween  themfelves  and  their  faid  dominions,  territories,  stf 
people,  this  reciprocal  friendfhip  and  intercourfe,  without  pe 
mitting  hereafter,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of  hoftilities  to.l 
committed  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufe,  or  under  ai 
pretence  what  foe  ver.  There  (hall  be  a  general  oblivion  al 
amnefty  of  every  thing  which  may  have  been  done  or  commit!' 
by  either  party  towards  the  other  before  or  fince  the  comrflenc 
ment  of  the  war ;  and  they  fhall  carefully  avoid  for  the  futiJ 
every  thing  which  might  prejudice  the  union  happily  re-efl 
blifticd. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treat 
orders  ihall  be  fent  to  the  armies  and  fquadrons  of  both  parties- 
ftop  all  hoftilities  ;  and  for  the  execution  of  this  article,  fea  paf 
lhall  be  given  on  each  fide  to  the  fhipsdifpatched  to  carry  the  lie 
of  peace  to  the  pofleffions  of  the  two  parties. 

II.  The  treaties  of  peace  of  Nimcguen  of  1678  and  1670, 

Rylwi 
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Ryfwickof  1697,  and  of  Utrecht  of  1713;  that  of  Baden  of  1714^ 
that  of  the  triple  alliance  of  the  Hague  of  17*7  ;  that  ojf  the  qua- 
druple alliance  of  London  of  17 18  ;  the  treaty  of  peace  of  Vfenna 
of  1736  ;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  of  1748 ;  the 
definitive  treaty  of  Paris  of  1763  ;  and  that  of  Verfailtes  of  1783, 
fcrve  as  a  bafis  and  foundation  to  the  peace,  and  to  the  pvefent 
treaty.  And  for  this  purpofe  they  are  all  renewed  and  confirmed 
in  the  bed  form,  fo  that  they  are  to  be  exa&ly  obferved  for  the 
future  in  their  full  tenour,  and  religioufly  executed  by  both  parties 
m  all  the  points  which  (hall  not  be  derogated  from  by  the  prefent 
treaty  of  peace. 

III.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as 
by  fea,  and  the  hoftages  carried  away  or  given  during  the  war, 

,  (hall  be  reftored,  without  ranfom,  in  fix  weeks  at  lateft,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty*     Each  party  refpe&ively  difcharging  the  advances 

,  which  (halt  have  been  made  for  the  fwbfiltence  and  maintenance 
tf  their  prifoners  in  the  country  where  they  (hall  have  been  de- 
tained, according  to  the  receipts,  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  vouchers,  which  (hall  be  furnifhed  on  each  fide  ;  and 
fccurity  (hall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
which  the  prifoners  may  have  contracted  in  the  countries  where 
they  may  have  been  detained,  until  their  entire  releafe. 
'[  IV.  With  refpeft  to  the  rights  of  fifhery  on  the  coafts  of  the 
jfland  of  Newfoundland,  and  of  the  iflands  adjacent,  and  in  the 
Giilf  of  Saint  Lawrence,  the  two  parties  (hall  return  to  the  fame 
fituation  in  which  they  flood  refpe&ively,  according  to  the 
treaties  and  engagements  fubfifting  at  the  period  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  And  with  this  view,  his  Majefty  confents 
toreftore  to  France,  in  full  right,  the  iflands  of  Saint  Pierre  and 
Miquelor*. 

\  V.  The  fame  principle  of  the  (late  of  pofleflion  before  the  war, 
is  adopted  by  mutual  content,  with  vefpe£t  to  all  other  pofleflions 
ud  rights  on  both  fides,  in  every  part  of  the  world  ;  fave  only  the 
exceptions  which  are  ftipulated  by  the  fubfequent  articles  of  this 
taaty.  And,  to  this  intent,  all  pofieflions  or  territories  which  have 
°f  may  have  been  conquered  by  one  of  the  parties  from  the  other 
(and  not  fpecially  excepted  in  this  treaty),  (hall  be  reftored  to  the 
party  to  whom  they  belonged  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war. 

VI,  From  this  principle  of  mutual  reftitution,  the  two  parties 
have  agreed  to  except 

.  which  (hall  remain  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  full  fovereignty. 

VII.  In  all  the  cafes  of  reftitution  provided  by  the  prefent 
tre*ty,  the  fortrefles  (hall  be  reftored  in  the  fame  condition  in  which 
they  now  are,  and  no  injury  (hall  be  done  to  any  works  that  have 
tab.  conftru&ed  fince  the  conqueft  of  them.  ,jM 
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VIII.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  in  every  cafe  of  reftitutioa  of 
ceflion  provided  by  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  the  term  of 
three  years  from  the  date  of  the  notification  of  the  treaty,  in  the* 
refpetiive  territory  or  place  reftored  or  ceded,  (hall  be  allowed  to 
perfons  of  whatever  defcription,  refiding  or  being  in  the  faid  ter- 
ritory or  place,  pofTeiTed  of  property  therein  under  any  title  elid- 
ing before  the  war,  or  which  has  fince  devolved  to  them  by  tbt 
laws  then  exiftmg ;  during  which  term  of  three  years  they  (haft 
remain  and  rcfuie  unmolefted  in  theexercife  of  their  religion,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pofleflions  and  cfte&s*  upon  the  condi- 
tions and  titles  under  which  they  fo  acquired  the  fame,  without 
being  liable  in  any  manner,  or  under  any  pretence,  to  be  profe-  - 
Ciited  or  fued  for  their  paff  conduit,  except  as  to  the  discharge  of 
juft  debts  to  individuals  ;  and  that  all  thofe  who,  within  the  time 
of  months  after  the  notification  of  this  treaty,  (hall 

declare  to  the  government,  then  eftablifhed,  their  intention  tt 
withdraw  themfelves,  or  their  effefts,  and  to  remove  to  feme 
other  place,  (hall  have  and  obtain  within  one  month  after  fed* 
declaration  full  liberty  to  depart  and  to  remove  their  effe&s,  or  to 
fell  and  difpofeof  the  fame,  whether  moveable  or  immoveable,  at 
any  time  within  the  faid  period  of  three  years,  without  any  *** 
ftraint  or  hindrance,  except  on  account  of  debts  at  any  time  con- 
tracted, or  of  any  criminal  profecution  for  a£U  done  fubfequestto 
the  notification  of  this  treaty. 

IX.  As  it  is  neceflary  to  appoint  a  certain  period  for  the  reftk 
tutions  herein-before  ftipulated,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame  (ball 
take  place  in  Europe  within  (one  month),  in  Africa  and  An&eftG* 
within  (three  months),  and  in  Afia  within  (fix  months],  after  tb* 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

X.  For  preventing  the  revival  of  the  lawfuits  which  have  bcci* 
ended  in  the  territories  to  be  reftored  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  it  i* 
agreed,  that  the  judgments  in  private  caufes  pronounced  in  tn* 
laft  refort,  and  which  have  acquired  the  force  of  matters  deter- 
mined, fhall  be  confirmed  and  executed  according  to  their  forfl* 
and  re nou r. 

XI.  The  decifion  of  the  prizes  and  feizures  of  (hips  and  the** 
cargoes  taken  ^t  fea  or  feized  in  the  ports  of  either  country,  ptiQ* 
to  the  hoftilities,  (hall  be  referred  to  the  refpedfcive  courts  of  jufti£cjj 
fo  that  the  legality  of  the  faid  prizes  and  feizures  (ha.ll  be  decidci* 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  treaties,  in  the  courts  °* 

initi/«0    s*kf    tnA  not-tAn    wf>*/-«K    /noil     hoiro    mirl**    «1ia  s«4r%fr*«««»       i\w  nrnffC*1 


may  ante  on  account  ot  prizes  wnicn  may 
at  fj-:i  after  the  figning  of  this  treaty,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed  th** 
the  veiMs  and  effedts  which  may  be  taken  in  the  Britifli  ChaU*** 
nnd  in  the  North  .Seas,  after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  to  be  c<**? 
>A  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  (hall-  ^ 
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rcftored  on  each  fide  :  that  the  tevm  flull  be  one  month  from- the 
Briiifh  Channel  andihe  North  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  I Hands* 
incUifivety,  whether  in  the  ocean,  or  in  the  Mediterranean  :  twa 
months  fuom  the  laid  Canary  lflands  as  far  as  the  equinoctial  line  qc 
equator. :  three  months  from  the  equator  to  any  part  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  Cape  of  Gjod  Hope*  and  the  eaftward  of  Cape. 
Horn:  and,  laftly.  fivt  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  wocld, 
without  any  exception  or  any  more  particular  defcription  of  time 
or  place. 

XII.  The  allies  of  the  two  parties,,  that  is  to  fay,  her  molt 
Faithful  Majefty  as  ally  of  his  ditannic  Majefty,  and  his  Catho- 
lic Majefty  and  the  Batavian  republic,  as  allies  of  the  French  re- 
public, (hall  be  invited  by  the  two  contracting  parties  to  accede  ta 
this  peace  on  the  terms  and  conditions  fpecified  in  the  three  fol- 
lowing articles  y  the  execution  of  which  the  faid  two  contra&ing 
parties  reciprocally  guarantee  to  each  other,  being  thereto  refpec- 
tixely  authorized  by  their  above-mentioned  allies :  and  the  twa 
cantracling  parties  further  agree,  that  if  their  allies  refpecltvely 
flull  not  have  To  acceded  within  the  fpace  of  two  months  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty >  thejpartv  fo  refufing  to 
accede,  ihall  not  receive  from  its  ally  any  aid  or  fuccour  of  any 
nature  during  the  further  continuance  of  the  war. 

XIII.  His  Britannic  Majefty  engages  to  conclude  a  definitive 
peace  with  his  Catholic  Majefty  on  the  footing  of  the  (late  of 
pofleffion  before  the  war,  with  the  exception  of 

which  (hall  remain  in  full  fovereignty  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty. 

.  XfV.  His  Britannic  Majefty  in  like  manner  engages  to  con- 
clude a  definitive  peace  with  the  Batavian  republic  on  the  fame 
"Ming  of  the  ftate  of  pofleflion  before  the  war,  with  the  exception 
rf  which 

fall  remain  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  full  fo/ereignty,  and  of 

which  (hall  be  ceded  to  his 
Majefty  in  exchange  for 

In  confideration  of  thefe  reftitutions,  to  be  hereby  made  by  his 
iMtannie  Majefty,  all  property  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
111  the  month  of  December,  1794,  and  which  has  been  feized  and 
confiscated  fince  that  period,  (hall  be  reftorcd  to  him,    or  a  full 
equivalent  in  money  given  him  for  the  fame.     And  the  French  re- 
public, further  engages  to  procure  for  him,  at  the  general  peace,  an 
*fo<Uttte  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  his  offices  and  dignities  in 
™c  Uqited  Provinces;  and  the  perfons  who  have  been  imprifoned 
Pr  harijfhed,  or  whofe  property  has  been  fequeftered  or  confifcated 
"i^he  faid  republic,  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the  interefts 
p  lhe  hotife  of  Orange,  or  to  the  former  government  of  the  United 
r°vinces,  fliall  be  releafed,  and  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  return  to  their 
^fttry,  and  to  refide  therein,  and  to  enjoy  their  property  there, 
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conforming  jthemfelves  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  there  efl 
bliftied. 

X  V.  The  French  republic  engages  to  conclude  a  definitive  pq» 
with  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty  on,  the  fame  footing,  of  the  fta 
of  poffeflion  before  the  war,  and  without  any  further  demand 
burdenfome  condition  being  made  on  either  fide. 

XVI.  All  the  ftipulations  contained  in  this  treaty,  refpedii 
the  time  and  manner  of  making  the  reftitutions  therein  mentions 
and  all  the  privileges  thereby  referved  to  the  inhabitants  or  propri 
tors  in  the  i (lands  or  territories  reftored  or  ceded,  Hull  apply 
like  manner  to  the  reftitutions  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  any  oft 
three  laft  articles,  viz.  theXIIIth,  XlVth,  and XVth, Except 
thofe  inftances  where  the  fame  may  be  derogated  from  by  1 
mutual  confent  of  the  parties  concerned. 

JCVII.  All  former  treaties  of  peace  between  the  refpe&i 
parties,  to  whom  the  faid  three  articles  relate,  and  which  fubfifl 
and  wete  in  force  at  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between  the 
rcfpe&ively,  (hall  be  renewed,  except  in  fuch  inftances  or 
where  the  fame  may  be  derogated  from  by  mutual  confent ;  a 
the  articles  of  this  treaty  for  the  reftoration  of  prifoners,  the  o 
fation  of  hoftilities,  and  the  decifion  relative  to  prizes  and  feizur 
fhall  equally  apply  to  the  refpe&ive  parties  to  whom  the  faid  thi 
articles  relate,  and  (hall  be  held  to  be  in  full  force  between  the: 
as  foon  as  they  (hall  refpe&ively  and  in  due  form  have  acceded 
this  treaty. 

XVIII.  All  fequeftrations  impofed  by  any  of  the  parties  nan? 
in  this  treaty,  on  the  rights,  pioperties,  or  debts,  of  individu 
belonging  to  any  other  of  the  faid  parties,  (hall  be  taken  off,  a 
the  property  of  whatever  kind  (hall  be  reftored  in  the  fulleft  ma 
ner  to  the  lawful  owner;  or  juft  compenfation  be  made  fori 
and  all  complaints  of  injury  done  to  private  property,  contraiy 
the  ufual  pra&ice  and  rules  of  war,  and  all  claims  of  priv: 
rights  or  property  which  belonged  to  individuals  at  the  periods 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  refpeftively,  between  the  i 
parties,  viz.  Great  Britain  and  Portugal  on  the  one  fide,  a 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  on  the  other ;  and  which  oug 
according  to  the  ufual  pra&ice  and  laws  of  nations,  to  revive 
the  period  of  peace,  fhall  be  received,  heard,  and  decided,  in  ' 
refpe&ive  courts  of  juftice  of  the  different  parties  ;  and  full  juft 
therein  fhall  be  done  by  each  of  the  faid  parties  to  the  fubje&s  * 
people  of  the  other,  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  their  qwn  fubjc 
or  people. 

And  if  any  complaint  fhould  arife  refpe&ing  the  execution 

this  article,    which  complaints  (hall  not  be  fettled  by   mut 

agreement  between  the   refpeftive   governments   within   tw< 

months  after  the  fame  (hall,  have  been  preferred  to  them,  the  fa 

Aall  be  determined  by  fworn  commiflioners  to  be  appointed  on  a 

*'  ft 
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ftde;  with  power  to  call  in  an  arbitrator  of  any  indiifcrent  nation; 
and  the  dectfion  of  the  faid  commiilioners  (hall  be  binding,  and 
without  appeal. 

XIX.  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  French  republic  promifc 
toobferve  fincerely,  and  bona  fide,  all  the  ai tides  contained  and 

.eftablifhed  in  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  they  will  not  fuffer  the  (auae 
to  be  infringed,  diredlv  or  indire&ly,  by  their  refpe&ive  fubjecU ; 
and  the  faid  contracting  parties  guarantee  to  each  other,  generally 
and  reciprocally,  all  the  liipulations  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

XX.  The  folcmn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared 
in  good  and  due  form,  (hall  be  exchanged  in 

between  the  contracting  parties,  in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  or 
(boner  if  poflible,  to  be  computed  frcm  the  day  of  the  fignature 
of  the  prefent  treaty. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  &c«  &c. 


No.  14.    6. 

Nrte  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French  Plenipdzntiaries. 

THE  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  has  the 
honour  of  prefenting  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic,  in  confequence  of  the  wifli  ex  pre  fled  by  them 
in  the  conference  of  this  morning,  the  following  note  ; — which 
lie  requefts  them  at  the  fame  time  to  confider,  not  fo  much  in 
the  light  of  an  official  paper,  as  of  a  verbal  and  confidential  com- 
munication, and  as  a  proof  of  his  readinefs  ;o  facilitate  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negotiation,  by  giving  them,  on  the  very  outfet, 
all  the  explanations  in  his  power,  on  the  projet  of  the  treaty 
which  he  has  delivered  to  them. 

If,  as  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  ha?» 
"allured  him,  it  is  contrary  to  their  moft  pofitive  instructions,  to 
enter  into  any  difciiffion  relative  to  the  ceffion  of  thofe  pofleflions 
which  belonged  to  France  before  the  war,  it  is  ufelefs  to  dwell  on 
the  flxth  article:  fince  the  compenfations  which  his  Britannic 
Majefty  might  have  demanded,  by  that  article,  in  return  for  the 
reft  i  tut  ions  which  he  is  difpofed  to  make  for  the  re  eftabliftiment 
of  peace,  muft,  in  confequence  of  this  declaration,  be  fought  for 
in  the  ceflions  to  be  made  by  his  Catholic  Majefty  and  the  Bata- 
vian  republic. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  therefore,  propofes  to  rnfert  in  the  thir- 
teenth article,  after  the  words  flatus  ante  bellum9  the  following 
words:  "  with  the  exception  of  the  ifland  of  Trihidad,  which 
fhall  remain  in  full  poffeflion  to  his  Britannic  Majefty." 

Lord  Malmefbury  imagines  that  it  is  unneceifary  for  him  to 

repeat  the  reafons  which  induce  him  to  iniift  upon  the  retaining 
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etf  this  tompieft,  tmkfs  comperffation  Afo^ntd  %e  made  For  it  by 
Tome  other  <:effion,  «which  ihall  balance  -the  augmentation  of  power 
accruing  to  France  from  the  acquifition  of  the  Spanish  part  of 
lSt.  Dommgo. 

Wifh  regard  to  the  ftmrteenth  artick,  Loud  Msrtmeftury  pro- 
files, that  after  th*  words  flatus  ante  ieVtem,  flftould  be  Aided, 
u  with  the  exception  of  the  *rown,  fort,  and<<ftaMtfhmenr'ef  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  the  pdfleffrons  which  belonged  to 
the  Dutch  before  the  war  in  the  iftandof  Ceylon,  and*f  die 
-town  fctid  fort  of  Cochin,  which  flrafl  be  ceded  *to\\\t  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  exchange  for  the  town  of  Negapatnam  and  hs  da- 
penflencies." 

*Lo«l  Malmefbury  repeats  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  t>f 
the  French,  republic,  the  affurance  of  his  readinefe  to  ooftCor 
with  them,  in  every  thing  which  AaTl  depend  #on  him,  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  a  happy  iflue ;  and  requefts  of  them,  at  the 
lame  time,  to  accept  the  afiurances  of  his  high  con fi deration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

LiJIe,  July  8,   1797. 


No,  15.    C. 

Itvte  'frofn  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lard  JUalme/buty. . 

THE  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  Trench  republic  have 
received  the  note  which  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his 
JBritannic  Majefty  did  them  the  honour  of  addre  fling  to -them 
yefterday.  They  will  give  to  it,  as  well  as  to  the  projeft  of  a 
treaty  to  which  it  relates,  the  mod  ferious  attention.  In  the 
'mean  time,  though  they  are  not  yet  enabled  to  communicate  to 

.Lord  Malmefbury  the  remarks  to  which  thefe  two  papers  appear 
to  them  liable,  they  think  it  their  duty.to  prqpofe  to  him  a  con* 
ferencQ  to-morrow,  at*  one  o'clock,  if  that  hour  is  agreeable  to 
him,  in  order  to  treat  with  him  on  diftinft  points,  the  difcuflion 
of  which .  may  be  entered  upon  Separately,  and  which  may  be 
proceeded  in  without  delay. 

-  They  requeft  Lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  afiurances  of 
their  high  cbnfideration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tovrniur. 

PlEVILL^    L«    PeLLEY* 

hijleyt,%\  AfeJJtdor,  HuguEs  B.  MarET. 

5/A  Year  of  the  Republic. 

(Jutyyh,   1797.)     „  t       ^  r   t    T    '    . 

Colchen,  Sec.  Gen,  of  the  Legation. 
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No.  i6*    D. 

ft  frm  }ht  French  Pkniptfttntiarits  4o  L*r4  JWalmtftury, 

dated  Lift, 

HE  rnittffters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  lofe  no 
i|i  Complying  With  the  wifh  expreffal  to  them  by  the  minifies 
[potetitiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  by  tranfmittiftg  ro  him 
it  *n  the  three  points  which  Were  the  fubjeft  of  their  con- 
ic* of  this  day. 

They  have  pafitive  orders  to  require  the  renunciation  of 
hie  of  King  of  France  borne  by  his  Britannic  Majefty. 
turd  Malmeioury  is  retjuefted  to  obferve,  that  the  qutftion  is 
)h!y  of  fe  renunciation  of  the  rights  Which  might  be  pretended 
:  derated  from  this  title,  but  further  and  formally  of  the  titib 

f.  The  eftaMifhmefit  of  the  French  republic,  ahd  the  ac- 
»tedguietot  of  this  form  of  government  by  the  King  of  Eng- 
,-  irnl  not  allow  of  his  retaining  a  title,  which  would  Imply 
fciftaoce  in  France  of  an  Order  of  things  which  is  at  an  end. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  are  ordered 
emabd  the  refhtimon  of  the  reikis  taken  or  defhoyed  at 
Iotw 

M&t  Britain  has  publicly  and  formally  declared,  that  theflb 
b  weit  taken  in  truft  for  the  King  of  France.    Tins  twift  is 

g.  It  ifcccmteftably  belongs  to  the  republic,  Which  tftercifts 
rights  land  Sovereignty  that  Great  Britain  attributed  q> 
it  X VI I.  at  the  period  of  the  capture  of  Toulon.  Hi*  $ri- 
ifr  Majefty  cannot,  therefore,  in  ackntfwfredging  the  French 
Hie,  deny  its  right  to  the  rettitution  required,  or  rciufe  either 
jlte  the  rettitution,  or  to  offer  an  equivalent  for  it. 

:-TSie  tnrlftifters  plenipotentiary  have  orders  to  demand,  Und 
etfjand,  the  term ncrat ion,  on  the  part  of  his  fttitannic  ftfo- 
f.tf  the  mortgage  on  Belgium. 

Wt  country  was  mortgaged  for  the  loans  made  by  the  Km* 
riti  England.  It  tors  become  an  integral  part  of  tW French 
blic,  and  cannot  remain  burdened  with  fuch  a  mortgage, 
'he.minirters  plenipotentiary  of  ttoe  »ench  repubix:  rftcjucft 
i  Malmeibury  to  accept  the  aflurance  of  their  high  con* 
ation. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Ufie+  U  l&'Mefftdar,  PtEVJLAE    *,E  Peilby* 

'  tedttf  the  Republic.  HO€0£S  B.  Mar£t. 

fjuly  10,  1797.} 
~;       •  '    "  CoLrtlttf,  Soc.  Gs*.  of  the  Legation. 
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ExtraS  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord.  4falmeftury± 

dated  Downing  Street %  July  13,   1797. 

WITH,  refpeft  to- the  demands  containediru the  note  trans- 
mitted to  your  Lordftiip  by  the  French  minifters,  they  have  been 
naturally  received  .here  with  great  furprife.  On  the,  fubjed  of 
the  Netherlands  as  connected  with  the  Auftrian  loans,  it  is  con- 
ceived that  any  explanation  between  his  Majefty  and  the  French 
•government  is  wholly  unneceflary.  Theloans  raifed  in  England 
Tor  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  of  Germanv,  and  guaranteed  by 
aft  of  parliament  here,  reft,  as  your  Lordmip  will-perccive*  by 
*the  annexed  copy  of  the  convention  on  that  fubjefk*  upon  the 
fecurity  of  all  the  revenues  of  all  the  hereditary  dominions  of  hi* 
Imperiaj  Majefty.  They  do  not  feem  in  any  raannecto  come  un- 
der the  defcription. contained  in  the  fixth. article  of  the  prelimina- 
ries between  Auftria  and  France,  refpefting  mortgages  upon  the 
foil.of  tne  Netherlands,  on  which  ground  alone  .France  .could 
have  any  pretence  to  interfere  in  the  bufinefs.  Nor  is  t^ris  fub- 
jeci  one  which  appears  to  be  in  any  manner  a  fit  point  of  diicuf- 
fion  between  his  Majefty  and  the  republic ;  the  King  neither 
forms,  nor  has  any  intention  of  forming,  any  demand,  on.  the 
Trench  government  for  the  payment  of  any  part  either  of  the  in- 
tereft  or  capital  of  thofe  loans.  It  is  to  the  Emperor  alone  that 
his  Majefty  looks  for  the  performance  of  his  Imperial ,  Majefty  fs 
engagements  to  him,  and  it  is  upon  the. Auftrian  government,  and 
upon  its  revenues,  that  individuals  concerned  in  thofe.  loans  have 
claims  of  private  right,  and  means  of  perfonal  demand  fecured  to 
them  by  the  convention. 

j  On  the  other  two  points  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  qbferva- 
tions  which  your  Lordfhip  has  already  made  upon  them :  and  we 
can  therefore  only  wait  with  impatience  for  the  anfwer  to  the  pro- 
jet  delivered  by  your  Lordftiip,  which  will  enable  us  to  form  a 
judgmentoh  the  intentions  of  the  government  with  whom  we 
are  treating. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmeflury.  , 


No.  18. 


Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from   Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenvillcl 

dated  Li/Je,   16th  Julyy   1797. 

.    IT  was  at  the  exprefs  invitation  of  the  French  plenipotentia- 
ries that  I  met  them  on  Thurfday  the  13th  inftant ;  one  of  them 
ftated  their  motive  for  wifhing  to  confer  with  me,  not  to  be  in 
confequence  of  any  anfwer  they  had  received  from  Paris  on,  the 
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fobjeft  of  the  projet,  which  he  obferved  could  not  be  expeAed  fo 
foon,  but  to  re  fume  the  di  feu  (lion  on  the  article  which  he  had  ob- 
jefted  to  on  my  firft  reading  the  projet,  and  on  which  they  con* 
ccived  it  was  poflible  and  even  expedient  to  argue  before" we  en* 
tcredon  the  more  important  branches  of  the  negotiation*     It  was 
Article t  II.'  that  he  referred  to.     He  objedted  to  the  renewal  of* 
the*  treaties  therein  mentioned,  from  various  reafons ; — firft,  that 
many,  and  even  rood  of  them,  were  irrelevant  to  that  we  were 
now.  negotiating; — fecondly,  that  they  were  in  contradiction  to 
the  new  order  of  things  eflablifhed  in  France,  as.  they  feem  to  im- 
ply an  acknowledgment  that  a  portion  of  the.  regal  authority  is„ 
nill  exifting ; — thirdly,  that  they  might  be  fuppofed  to  apply  to 
conventions  and  ftipulations,  in  direft  contradiction  to  their  pre- 
fcntform  of  government,  and  he  quoted  the  convention  of  Pilnitz 
ia  particular.    .1  was  about  to  reply  to  him,  and  I  truftina  way 
that  would  haye  done  away  his  apprehenfions  on  this  point,  when 
■*mtbttof>them.  interpofed,  by  faying,  that  their  fincere  and  only 
defipt.was,  that  tjie  .treaty  we  were  now  entering  upon  might  be  fo 
filmed,  as  to  fecure  permanently  the  object  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended;, that  no  article  likely  to  produce  this  end  might  be  omit- 
ted, nor  any  doubtfuj   one  inferted;  but  that  the  whole,  as  well 
with  regard  to.,the  paft  as  to  the  future,  might  be  fo  clearly  and 
iftinftly  ^xp^eiled>  that,  no  room  for  cavil  might  be  left;     This 
he  affined  me,  jn  the  name  of  his  colleagues,  was  all  that  was 
HWnt  by- their  obje£t  ion  to  renew  fo  many  treaties  in  which  fuch 
Wirious  ioterefts  were  blended,  and  fo  many  points  di  feuded  foreign 
tolhe  prefent  moment.     Their  renewing  them  in  a  lump,  and 
Without  examining  carefully  to  what  we  were  pledged  by  them, 
°jght  involve  us  in  difficulties  much  better  to  be  avoided.     I  re- 
plicd,  that  I  admitted  moft  certainly  all  he  faid,  and  that  it  was 
^A  this  view,  and  on  this  principle  folely,  that  the  renewal  of 
*fefe  treaties  was  propofed  by  his  Majefty ;  and  that  if  he  recol- 
kfied  (as  he  undoubtedly  did)  the  different  wars  which  were  ter- 
minated by  thefe  treaties,  and*  the  many  important  regulations  fli- 
rted by  them,  he  would  admit  that  the  allowing  them  to  re- 
n*in  in  their  full  force  was  (imply  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
ei>Ure  by  which  almoft  all  the  fovereigns  of  Europe,  and  particu- 
*rfy  the  French  republic,  held  their  dominions  up  to  this  day. 
^|*t  thefe  treaties  were  become  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  in- 
cite .confufion  would  refult  from  their  not  being  renewed.  , 
He  replied,  that  our  objeft  was  evidently  the  fame,  that  we 
*ly  differed  as  to.  the  manner.     J  thought  the  renewing  thefe 
e*ties  in  iota  would  the  beft  contribute  to  it ;  while  they' were 
clined  to  think,  that  extra&ing  from  them  every  thing  which 
*Qaediately  related  to  the  iuterefts  of  the  two  countries,    and 
^^ngit  in  one  article,  was  more  likely  to  attain  this  defirable 
'JC&  ^Tht  French  minijier  again  repeated,  that  their  firft  with 
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was,  that  the  treaty  we  wet*  now  making  (hoaM  bo  ekai%  diftipflk 
rotid,  and  laftm$  and  fach  a  one  as  could  not*  at  any  Jutoiro  pa 
/tad,  be  broken  through  without  a  manifeft  violation  of 
aith.  And  I  again  repeated,  that  nothing  could  be  fe>  coal 
V>  my  orders,  or  the  intentions  of  my  royal  Matter* 

Oho  of  tho  F finch  pltnipotontiartoi  wad  difpofed  to  dwell  Oft  hi 
Objections,  which  were,  that  the(h  treaties  were  figaed  what 
Ftance  was  a  monarchy,  and  that  any  fcti<ofpe&  to  thafc  liaM 
implied  a  fort  of  cenfure  on  their  prefent  form  of  aovafaaneat 
but  this  was  arguing  on  fuch  weak  ground,  and  fe  tacapabte  a 
heing  ferioufly  maintained,  that  i,  to  avoid  Ibpcf flaogp  oaatn 
didion,  was  very  willing  to  let  it  pafe  unnoticed.  Afin  agaa 
deal  of  very  conciliatory,  and  even  amicable  difeafiaa*  p 
which*  however,  neither  party  gave  muck  way  to  the  other*  fe 
Was  propofedby  them  that  we  (hot* hi  return  home,  tomeet  afpfal 
as  foon  as  was  convenient  after  an  attentive  and  deliberate  petal! 
of  thefe  treaties*  in  order  to  date  lefpe&Wfiy  our  ideal  o*  Ah 
fobjed.  I  obferved,  that  although  I  was  perfectly  papered* 
do  it  at  the  moment,  and  felt  ahnoft  bold  enough  to  afinQ,  tltf 
no  meaftite  could  be  devifed  which  would  fix  completely  meat 
intentions  as  an  imrefcrved  renewal  of  the  treaties  they  hdk 
about,  yet  I  was  very  willing  to  acquiefce  in  their  pcopaJat,  whh 
this  Ample  obftrvaftieu,  that  if  any  delay  aiofe  from  itt  finch  iohf 
Was  imputable  to  them  and  not  to  me.  My  weeds  HMie<a 
*•  Je  ne  me  reads  pas  ire$onfabfe  des  longueurs  daaa  kfipafti 
cette  difcuffion  peu*t*it  nous  eattajner**  Tbo  Frmcb  Mimjjkti 
attfwer  was-*-"  Si  des  longueurs  fervent  a  determiner  dot  efcjt* 
qui  pourraient  dottier  lieu  a  des  quereltesa  Pavemr,  eefavdi 
terns  bien  employ*."  It  was  not  my  wifli  to  ooateft  shift  afeflta 
and  our  conference  ended  with  it. 
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Extrati  of  d  l>tfrt#ck  from  Lord  AfcAwjft*rjr  to  lord  GrtmHk 

fated  Lifte,  July  16,  1797* 

My  Lord, 

YESTERDAY,  at  the  moment  I  was  prepartag  to  attend  ah 
conference*  in  which  we  were  to  enter  into  fuMev  difbafionsei 
the  litigated  fubjeft  of  the  renewal  of  the  treaties  foentianod  ii 
the  fecond  article  of  the  projet,  I  received  from  the  French  iqgfl 
tion  the  encMM  paper  (A).  In  about  an  bear  I  rciatmrd  tk 
ttoefofed  anfwer  (»),  to  which  I  received  the  eticloied  reply  (Cj 
and  I  atii  tMs  moment  come  from  the  conference  which  has  tak* 
place  in  coafequence  of  it. 

I  keg* 
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f  began*  by  frying,  thai  I  had  foKctad  this  interview  from 
the  fane  motive  which  would  adhiate  every  part  of  my  conduAj 
that  I  wifttd  to  make  my  reports  not  only  correft  but  concilia* 
.tory  as  for  as  depended  on  me,  and  1  now  was  come  in  oifer,  if 
peffiMe*  to  obtain  from  them  fuch  comments  and  explanations  on 
A*  note  they  fent  te  me  yefterday,  as  would  enable  me,  when  I 
transmitted  it  to  my  court,  to  fecure  the  negotiation  from  being 
interrupted,  perhaps  abruptly  terminated,  by  the  perufal  of  it. 
If  I  underftood  it  right,  it  meant  that  the  Diredory  requires  as  a 
fmi  qua  non  preliminary  t  that  every  thing  the  King  has  conquered 
from  all  and  each  of  his  enemies  (hould  be  reftored,  and  that  till 
this  reftocation  was  confented  to  the  negotiation  was  not  even  to 
begin.  I  (aid,  if  I  was  corre&  in  this  ftatement,  and  the  plain 
fenfe  of  the  declaration  would  bear  no  other  interpretation,  I 
amft  add,  that  it  would  not  only  moft  certainly  prevent  the  treaty 
from  beginning,  but  would  leave  no  room  for  treating  at  att, 
fioceit  deprived  his  Maiefty  of  every  means  of  negotiation;  for 
I  could  not  fuppofe  that  it  was  in  their  thoughts  to  intimate  thai 
the  principle  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  it  related  to  his  Majefty,  was 
tabe  one  of  all  celfion  and  no  compenfation  ;  and  yet  that  was 
picci£ely  the  pofition  in  which  his  Majefty  was  placed  by  their 

note.  '     \    x 

thm  *f  the  French  ptinipUtnttarUt^  who  had  let  me  proceed  ^ra- 
«ehi£bantly,  here  #opt  me,  and  faid,  that  he  and  Ms  col* 
wese  exceedingly  happy  that  I  had  cxprefied  a  wiA  ti»foe 
sfisse  I  dttpatoiod  my  meflenger ;  that  the*  wilhed  to  at 
fiife  me,  that  they  had  thought  it  dealing  fairly  and  honourably  t» 
fcttt  what  they  bad  received  from  the  Diredory  in  the  very  words 
is  wfckh  it  came  to  them  ;  that  they  ftioald  be  forry  if  the  decia* 
tattaq  they  had  been  direded  to  make  me,  (hould  be  of  a  natui* 
to  interrupt,  much  lefs  to  break  off,  the  negotiation;  that  it  waft 
the  finctre  wife  of  the  Diredory  that  the  negotiation  ihoold  pro*' 
oeqd  and  end  ibcoefsfnjly ;  and  that,  far  from  (hutting  the  door 
to  further  difcuflions,  they  were  perfe&Iy  ready  to  hear  any  pro- 
pofalpi  we  had  to  make,  and  only  wifhed  that  theft  propofals 
Aonld  be,  if  pofliUe,  fuch  as  wore  compatible  with  their  moft 
engagements.  I  repeated  what  I  had  faid,  that  no  door 
left  open  if  his  Majefty  was  in  limine  to  rdftore  every  thing ; 
and  that  a  peace  on  tbefe  conditions  would  not  be  heard  of  by  the 
courtiy.  1  obfcrved,  that  immediately  on  leaving  them,  I 
flttuM  dUpatch  a  meflenger;  but  what  that  meflenger  carried 
wcarid  moft  materially  ztkA  the  progress  and  iffiie  of  the  negefti- 
anoi ;  I  therefore  defiped  to  know  whether,  in  conference  rf 
what  I  had  heard  from  them,  I  might  confider  the  itr iSt  and 
literal  meaning  of  the  declaration  not  to  be  a  decided  negative 
(which  it  ccvtainjty  Teemed  to  imply)  on  ail  coiapen&tiea  what- 
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ever,  to  be*  made  to,  his  Majefty,  but  that  propofalq  tending  to  this 
tflcflt  would  ftill  be  liftened  to.  One  of /£;m  anfwered,  .<<■  Certain- 
ly,-and  if  they  mould  be  found  fuch  as  it  will  be  impoffible-ftrua 
to  admit,  we  will  on  our  iide  bring  forward  others  for  youi\court« 
to  deliberate  on."  Under  this  aifurance,  which  ax  leaft,  to  a  per- 
tain degree,  qualifies  the  declaration  of  yefterday,  I  broke  up  the 
conference* 


No.  20.    A. 
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Note  from  the  Fnnch  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmejlwrp... 

,  . 

THE  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  haie. 
tranfmitted  to  their  government  the  project  of  the  treaty,  andtbr 
note  relating  thereto,  which  were  delivered  to  them  the  20ttrof 
die  prefent  month,  by  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Bripm* 
nic  Majefty. 

They .  have  jufl  received  frefti  communications  and  orders,* 
which  require  that  they  (hould  make  the  following  declaration  -to 
Lord  Malmeibury.  :  •'"  * 

..Xhere  exift  in'  the  public  and  fecret  treaties,  by  which :Ae 
French  republic  is  bound  to  its  allies,  Spain,  and  the  BataviaO* 
republic*  articles   by  which:  the  three  powers  refpe&ively  *gv*~ 
rantee    the   territories   poflfefled    by  each   of   therri   before  the* 
war.  ■   ".""•* 

The,  French  government,  unable  to  detach  itfelf  from  the  en>» 
gagements  which  it  has  con  traded  by  thefe  treaties,  eftablifhes  y 
as  an  indifpenfablc  preliminary  of  the  negotiation  for  the  peac^< 
with  England,  the  confent  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  the  refti-* 
tution  of  ail  the  pofleflions  which  he  occupies,  not  only  from  th^' 
French  republic,  but  further  and  formally  of  thofe  of  Spain  an<J 
the  Batavian  republic. 

In  confequence,  the  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  re—" 
queft  Lord  Malmeibury  to  explain  himfelf  with  regard  to  thi  s 
reititution,  and  to  confent  to  it,  if  he  is  fufficiently  authorized  t^ 
do  fo ;  if  not,  and  in  the  contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  hi- - 
court,  in  order  to  procure  the  neceflary  powers. 
*  The  object  of  the  conference  which  was  to  have  taken  place  tc^" 
day  being  neceflarily  delayed  by  the  purport  of  the  above-met*- - 
tioned  declaration,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  republi  * 
have  to  exprefs  to  Lord  Malmeibury  the  regret  that  they  feel  i  * 
loling  this  opportunity  of  converfing  together,  which  they  1»* 
themfelves  folicited :  but  in  cafe  Lord  Malmeibury  (hould  hav^* 
any  communication  to  make  to  them,  they  beg  him  to  bclicW* 

th2»t 
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tftftt  they  will  always  be  happy  to  receive*  him*  and  to  liften  to 
hina,  whenever  he. may  think  it  proper. 

They  reqtfeft  hinri^atthe  fame  time,  to  accept  anew  the  afiti- 
ranees  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Lifle,  27  Meffidor,       ...  Plevilie  ie  Pelley. 

tgh  Year  of  the  Republic.  Hugues  B.  Maret. 
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Colchen,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation* 
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Note  from  Lord  Mdlmefbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 


THE  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  has 
.  given  the  mod  ferious  attention  to  the  note  dated  this  morning, 
which  he  has  received  from  the  minifters  plenipotentiary-pf  the 
French  republic.    K 

He  has  no  hefitation  in  declaring'  to  them,  that  his  inftriidions 
by.no  means  authorize  him  to  admit,  as  a  preliminary  principle, 
that  which  their  declaration  feems  intended  to  eftabliflv?  never- 
thclefs,  being  perfuaded  that  it  is  his  firft  duty  riot  to  give  up  the 
hopes  of  conciliation  until  he  (hall  have  exhaufted  every  means  of 
obtaining  it,  and  being  anxious  to  avoid,  in  the  report  which  tie 
,flttll  have  to  make  to  his. court,  the  poflibility  of  mifunderftahding 
on  a  fubjeel  of  fuch  importance,  he  propofes  to  them  a  conference 
for  to-morrow,  at  the  hour  moft  convenient  to  them ;  after  Which 
if  is  his  intention  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  his  court. 

Me  requefts  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  repub. 
fie  to  accept  the  aflurance  of  his  high  confederation. 

(Signed)  Malmesburv. 

Lijle,  i$thjuly,  1797. 


.         No.  $2.  C. 

\     .        Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lprd  Afalmefbitry. 

#  THE- minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  lofe  no 

.  time  in  acceding  to  the  defire  exprefled  by  the  minifter  plenipo* 

tcntiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  of  conferring  with  them  on  the 

1 4^  ^ tne  note  which  they  addrefled  tohiin  this  day. 
#.   *hey  have  in  corifequence  the  honour  of  propofing  to  him  to 
miect  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  the  ufual  place  of 
?°»ference. 

They 


C    *3*    ) 

■ 

Thby  rcqufcft  him  to  afccept  the  «&raates  of  thtfr  high 

fideration.  * 

(Signed)  LeToO**iu*„ 

Life,  the  2Jtb  Mtffidor,  PLEVIXifc  l*  PeIL^Y. 

$W>  7>*r  *f  /J*  kt**hHct  Hu60es  B.  Maret. 

d%*  4*1  indivijiik. 
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C^y  jf  a  Diftatch  from  Lord  Gremnlle  to  Lord  Malmejbury^  dttid 

DwmiHg  Street,  jtofyfc©,  1797, 

My  Lord, 

YOIJR  Lorfftip's  difjp&tche*  by  the  meffetigef  Dreflfrft,  *«te 
received  here  0T1  the  1 7th  tattem,  at  flight,  and  I  loft  no  time  fat 
receiving  his  Majefty's  commands  on  the  vety  itopofUfct  ftkfc$t& 
ofvour  letter,  Mo.  9. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  be  tinder  the  tietefiity  of  tettafitbtify 
that  the  claim  brought  Forward  in  the  note  tranfmilted  to  JtNfr 
JLordfliip  by  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  is  in  itfett  fo  «tHflrfr. 
jfcant,  and  10  little  to  be  reconciled  either  with  the  formW  |WJ>- 
teifions  of  thofe  rninifters,  or  with  their  cttnducl  in  the  jtftfradtts 
foges  of  the  negotiation,  that  it  affords  the  ftrongeft  prehitfiptiOft 
of  a  determination  to  preclude  all  means  of  accommodation.  If 
Iuch  is  really  the  determination  of  the  Directory,  nothing  CiA 
remain  for  this  country,  but  to  perfevere  in  oppofihg,  #h  ill 
energy  "and  fpirit  proportioned  to  the  exigency,  a  fyftfefn  Which 
muft  tend  to  perpetuate  a  (late  of  war  ana  civil  tumult  1ft  cVefjr 
part  of  Europe. 

The  natural  ftep  upon  the  prefent  ocefcfion  Would  therefore 
have  been  to  dire&  your  Lordfliip  4o  terminate  at  once  a  negotia- 
tion, which,  on  the  footing  now  propofed  by  the  enemy,  affords 
neither  the  hope  nor  the  Aie&ns,  tof  any  favourable  conclufion. 
Nothing  being  left  for  treaty,  where,  as  a  preliminary  ftep*  one 
party  is'  retjaired  to  concede  evtry  thrng,  and  all  compemation 
from  the  other  is  absolutely  and  at  once  precluded.  Hi*  Ma- 
jetty's  fervantfc  have,  however,  oMerved,  that  in  the  conclufion  of 
yoUr  LbrdJhip's  conference  with  the  French  plenipotentiaries  on 
the  fubjed  ©r  the  note  in  queftion,  the  prefjdent  of  that  iqiffioa 
.informed  your  Lordfliip,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  refill  aft 
compensation  for  the  lmmenfe  extent  of  restitution  demanded 
from  his  TVlajefty,  add  for  the  other  obvious  ^ircumftances  of  djfn 

advantage 
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advantage  Jo  this  country  in  the  fituation  of  Europe,  ?s  refultin£' 
from  the  war ;  and  even  added,  that  he  and  his  colleagues  would 
eventually  bring  forward  propofals  on  this  head  for  the  delibera- 
tion of  the  King's  government.     It  appeared  poflible  that  fome 
advantage  might  perhaps  arife  to  the  great  objett  of  peace,  from 
grounding  on  this  declaration  a  further  proceeding,  fuch  as  might 
afford  to  the  Dire&ory  (if  they  are  fo  difpofed)  the  means  of  re- 
placing the  negotiation  on  a  more  practicable  footing.     With  the 
view  therefore  of  leaving  nothing  untried  which  can  contribute  to 
reftore  peace  on  any  fuitable  t-rms,  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  direct  that  your  Lordfhip  mould  for  that  purpofe  aflc  another 
conference  with  the  French  plenipotentiaries.    In  this  conference 
your  Lordfhip  will  remark  in  fuch  terms  as  the  occafion  mud    ' 
naturally  fugged  to  you  upon  the  indefeniible  fpirit  and  tendency 
.of    the  demand  now  made  by  France.     You   will  obferve  that 
France,    treating  in  conjunction  with  her  allies,   and  in  their 
name,  cannot  with  any  pretence  of  juftice  and  fairnefs,  oppofe 
her   treaties  with  them  as  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of  any  reafonahle 
propofal  of  peace  in  which  they  are  to  be  included.     In  a  feparaie 
tejgot'iation,  to  which  they  were  not  parties,  fuch  a  plea  might, 
per-tiaps,  have  been  urged;  but  In  that  cafe  France  would  have 
ptsen  bound  to  offer,  from  her  own  means,   that  com  pen  fat  ion 
wHich  The  did  not  think  herfelf  at  liberty  to  engage  to  obtain  from 
her  allies.     And  fuch  was,  in  fad,  as  your  Lordfhip  mull  re- 
number,  the  principle  on  which  his  Majefty  offered  to  treat  laft 
year,  when  he  was  really  bound,  by  engagements  to  Auftria, 
"Onilar  to  thofe   which   are  now  alleged  by   France.     But  it 
never  can  be  allowed  that  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  nego- 
tiating jointly  for  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  can  fet  up,  as  a 
ta.r  to  our  juft  demands,  the  treaties  between  themfelves,  from 
''Vliich  they  are  at  once  able  to  releafe  each  other  whenever  they 
think  fit. 

You  will  further  remark,  that  even  if,  contrary  to  all  reafon, 
*uch  z  principle  could  for  a  moment  have  been  admitted  on  our 
P*rt9  itill  even  that  principle,  inadmiffible  as  it  is,  could  only 
*PpIy  to  public  treaties,  known  to  thofe  who  agreed  to  be  govern* 
2?  by  them,  and  not  to  fecret  articles,  unknown  even  to  the 
*V^nch  plenipotentiaries,  or  concealed  by  one  of  them  from  the 
-knowledge  or  the  others. 

t'Vpu  will  add  in  explicit,  though  not  offenfive  terms,  that  the 

^T^olc  of  this  pretence  now  fet  up  by  France  is  inconteftably  fri- 

^fc^us  and  illufory ;  being  grounded  on  a  fuppoiition  of  a  ftate  of 

*Mugs  dire&ly  contrary  to  that  which  is  known  really  to  exift. 

y^Semg  perfe&ly  notorious  that  both  Spain  and  Holland,  fa  far 

^S^tix  wifhing  .to  continue  the  war,  were  compelled  by  France  to 

^.Sagein  it,  greatly  againft  their  own  withes;  and  to  undertake, 

-^AtKout  the  means  of  fupporting  it,  a  conteft  in  which  they  had 

'Vol.  VI.  H  h  ivofdvvKfcl 
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nothing  to  gain,  and  every  thing  to  lofe.  It  never  therefore 
be  allowed  to  be  a  qucftion  of  any  poflible  doubt,  but  that  t¥v 
Directory,  if  they  really  wilh  it,  muft  already  have  obtained, 
could  at  any  moment  obtain,  the  confent  of  thofe  powers  to  fuczh 
terms  of  peace  as  have  been  propofed  by  his  Majefty.  If,  ho-vir-. 
ever,  France,  from  any  motive  of  intereft  or  engagement,  is  in 
truth  defirous  to  procure  for  them  the  reftitution  of  pofleflioris 
-whic*h  they  were  unable  to  defend,  and  have  no  means  to  recon- 

5iuer,  the  project  delivered  by  your  Lordfliip  afforded  an  opening 
or  this;  thofe  articles  having  been  fo  drawn  as  to  leave  it  to 
France  to  provide  a  compenfation  to  his  Majefty,  either  opt  of 
her  own  colonies,  or  out  of  thofe  of  her  allies,  refpedtively  con- 
quered by  his  Majefty's  arms*     The  choice  between  thefe  alter- 
natives may  be  left  to  the  Directory ;  but  to  refufe  both  is,  in 
ether  words,  to  refufe  all  compenfation.     This  is  nevertheless 
exprefsly  declared  not  to  be  the  intention  of  thofe  with  whom  7011 
treat.     It  is  therefore  neceffary  that  your  Lordfliip  (hould  demand 
from  them  a  fiatem'ent  of  the  propofals  which,  as  they  informed 
you,  they  have  to  make,  in  order  to  do  away  this  apparent  con- 
tradiction, which  the  King's  fervants  are  wholly  unable  to  recon- 
cile by  any  fuggeftion  of  theirs,  even  if  it  were  fitting  and  rcajoo- 
?ble  for  them  to  bring  forward  any  new  propofals  immediately 
after  the  detailed  project  which  was  delivered  on  the  part  of.  tbi* 
country  at  the  outfet  of  the  negotiation. 

Since  that  project  is  not  acceded  to,  we  have  evidently,  and  on 
every  ground,  a  right  to  expect  a  counter  project,  equally  fiiW 
and  explicit  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.     You  will  therefore  fts*te  . 
to  the  French  minifters  diftinftly,  that  the  only  hope  of  bringing 
this  buflnefs  to  a  favourable  conclufion,  is  by  their  dating  at  once 
plainly,  and  without  referve,  the  whole  of  what  they  have  toalk* 
inftead  of  bringing  forward  feparate  points  one  after  the  other,  nP* 
only  contrary  to  the  avowed  principle  of  the  negotiation  propofed 
by  themfelves,  but,  as  it  appears,  even  contrary  to  the  expectation 
of  the  minifters  themfelves  who  are  employed  on  the  part  of 
France,     There  can  be  no  pretence  for  refufing  a  compliance 
with  this  demand,  if  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  are  difpofed 
to  forward  the  object  of  peace :  and  the  obtaining  fuch  a  fta*^" 
ment  from  them  is,  as  I  have  before  ftated  to  your  Lordfliip,    * 
point  of  fo  much  importance,  in  any  courfe  which  this  negoti**' 
tion  may  take,  that  it  is  the  King's  pleafure  that  your  Lordfliip 
fhould  ufe  every  poflible  endeavour  to  prevent  their  eluding  fo  ju# 
9.  demand. 

After  what  has  parted  it  Is,  I  fear,  very  doubtful  whether  fia^*1 
©counter  project  would  be  framed  on  principles  fuch  as  could  kc 
admitted  here  ;  but  it  would  at  all  events  place  the  buftnefs  on  *ts 
c?al  |ffue,  ^nd  bring  diftin&ly  into  queftion  the  feveral  points  on 
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which  the  conchifion  of  peace,  or  the  prolongation  of  war,  will 
really  depend. 

1  am,  &c.  , 

(Signed)        GrEnville. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Malmefbury.  V 


No.  24. 

Copy   of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grknville  to  Lord  Malme]bury>  dated 

Downing  Street f  July  20f  I797»: 

■  ■  •         ■ 

My  Lord, 

THERE  are  two  feparate  points  on  which  it  is  neceflary  for 
me  to  fay  a  few  words  to  your  Lordfhip,  in  addition  to  the  in- 
ftnidions  in  my  other  difpatch,  on  the  general  fubje£k  of  the  ne~ 
-     gotiation. 

The  firft  relates  to  the  aflertion  of  one  of  the  French  minifters, 
that  the  Portugueze  fhips  and  troops  were  at  Toulon.  The  fa& 
»  very  immaterial  as  to  any  conclufion  that  could  be  drawn  from,  - 
it,  toafredr,  the  fituation  or  juft  claims  of  the  court  of  Lifbon; 
becaufe  your  Lordfhip  well  knows,  that  it  is  a  principle  univer- 
fitly  recognifed  in  the  public  law  of  Europe,  that  when  one  of 
the  parties  in  a  defenfive  alliance  fur  nifties  to  his  ally  the  ftipu- 
iftted  fuccours,  thofe  fuccours  remain  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  requiring  party  to  be  employed  wherever  he  (hall  judge  pro- 
per, fubjed  only  to  the  limitations  of  the  treaty  which  before 
cxifted;  and  if  the  amount  of  thofe  fuccours  is  not  increafed  be- 
yond that  engaged  for,  nor  the  means  of  ufing  them  extended  by 
*w  facilities,  the  party  furnifhing  the  ftipulated  affiftance  is  not 
underftqod  to  violate  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

But  the  fad,  in  this  cafe,  would  not  bear  out  the  aflertion, 
•fen  if  the  argument  to  be  drawn  from  it  were  more  concluffve. 
The  troops  of  her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty' having  been,  as  I  ap- 
prehend, ho  otherwife  employed  than  in  the  two  campaigns  car- 
ried on  by  land,  upon  the  fouthern  part  of  the  frontiers  of  France 
*&d  Spain, 

The  other  point  relates  to  what  was  faid  to  your  Lordftiip  about 
the  treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It  would  certainly  not  require  much  "ar- 
gument to  prove  that  the  renewal  of  feveral  treaties  enumerated  by 
ifcme  and  date,  and  the  lateft  of  which.  wa$  concluded  in  1783* 
***  not  imply  a  renewal  of  another  treaty  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
cluded in  1 79 1.  But  what  is  more  material  to  the  prefeht  cafe  is, 
that  your  Lordfhip  ftiould  take  this  opportunity  to  explain,  in  the 
?K>ft  diftinft  and  unequivocal  terms,  that  if  any  fecret  trejyy  was 
*J  &ft  concluded  at  the  interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  late 
tnperor  and  the  King  of  Pruftia  (which  is,  to  fay  the  leaft, 
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Very  doubtful  in  point  of  fiuSk),  this  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  his 
Majefty  was  no  party  to  fuch  treaty  ;  and  not  only  was  not  then 
included  in  it,  but  has  never  fince  adhered  to  it,  not-  even  been 
apprifed  of  its  contents.  The  public  declaration  which  was  made 
at  that  interview,  (hows  on  the  face  of  it  that  his  Majefty  was  ho 
party  to  it;  and  it  is,  indeed,  notorious  that  it  applied  tocircum- 
ftances  which  were  done  away  long  before  the  war  broke  out 
between  Auftria  and  France,  and  that  the  fubfequent  negotiations 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  between  thofe  powers  turned  bri 
points  wholly  diftind  frorn  thofe  fuppofed  to  have  been  referred  to 
in  the  pretended  treaty  of  Ptlnitz.  •    • 

This  explanation,  however  little  conneded  with  the  prefent  ne- 
gotiation, feems  to  be  called  for  by  the  alluflon  made  to  you*  upon 
the  fubjed ;  and,  indeed,  on  a  point  on  which  fo  much  miire- 
prefentation  has. prevailed,  it  is  uleful  not  to  omit  the  opportunity 
of  dating  the  fads  as  they  really  are. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Grenville* 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Afalmejburj. 


No.  25. 

Extract  of  a  Dijfatch  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  Grtmfl** 

dated  L\Jley  2$th  July,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordfhip's  di  ^] 
patches,  No.  19  and  20,  of  the  20th  inft.  which  were  deliver^*' 
to  me  on  Saturday  the  22d  inft.  by  the  meflenger  Major. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  claim  brought  forward  in  the  no*  4 
cnclofed  in  my  No.  9,  could  have  produced  on  your  Lordihip-  ^ 
mind  any  impreflion  different  from  that  which  you  defcribe,  ar^ 4 
I  am  happy  to.  find  that  the  condud  I  obferved,  when  it  was  fir^^f 
delivered  to  me,  was  fuch  as  put  it  in  my  power  to  execute  wiff^ 
great  confiftency  the  fpirited  inftrudions  your  Lordihip  no-- 
fends  me. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  meflenger,  I  propofed 
interview  with  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  and  we  met  on  Su 
day  the  23d,  at  one  P.  M. 

I  could  not  obey  his  Majefty's  orders  in  a  manner  more  like-  "^ 
to  command  attention,  and  to  imprefs  thofe  who  heard  me  witt» 

{'uft  fenfe  of  the  mixture  of  firmnefs  and  moderation  with  whi^ 
lis  I^ajefty  was  pleafed  to  condud  this  important  negotiation  * 
than  by  employing  not  only  the  fubftance,  but,  as  far  as  waspfa*-  *- 
ticable  in  converfation,   the  very  words  of  your  Lordfhip's  d  • 
p~-  -1-    So.  19  ;  and  if  I  fhould  attempt  to  relate  minuteiy  wfu*.  *• 
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thyfclf  faid  in  this  conference,  it  would  in  fa&  be  little  nulre  thari 
a  repetition  of  them. 

I  began  by  obferving,  that  I  was  certain  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries muft  be  fully  prepared  for  what  1  now  had  it  in  com- 
maad  to  fay :  I  reminded  them  that  I  had  taken  upon  me  to  af- 
firm when  we  were  laftraflembed,  and  immediately  before  I  di£~ 
patched  my  meflenger,  that  the  requiring  fuch  a  preliminary  as 
that  propofed  in  the  note,  was  putting  an  end  at  once  to  all  ne- 
gotiation, and  that  I  was  fure  peace  on  fuch  terms  would  not 
be  heard  of  4  that  the  orders  I  was  then  about  to  communicate  t<* 
them  would  prove  that  I  had  not  made  this  aflertion  lightly,  or  in 
confequence  of  any  hafty  opinion  of  my  own,  at  the  fame  .time 
that  it  would  alfo  appear  that  my  royal  matter  was  asanxioufly 
and  as  fincerdy  inclined  to  liften  to  all  reafonable  and  admiifibkS 
conditions,  as  he  was  determined  to  repel  and  rejed  all  fuch  as 
irereof  an  oppofite  defcription.  I  then,  my  Lord,  took  up  my 
arguments  on  the  precife  grounds  fet  forth  in  your  Lordfliip  s 
N».  ig.  I  neither  omitted  any  thing,  nor  inferred  any  thing 
<jf  -tny  own,  which  could  at  all  alter  its  fpirit ;  and  I  only  varied 
frona  the  letter  in  as  much  as  was  neceflary  to  make  it  applicable  to 
^  Conference. 

Arty  firft  objeS  was  to  ftate,  in  as  forcible  a  way  as  poffible,  the 
utter  inadmiflibility  of  the  pretention  fet  forth  in.  the  Bote,  ihe 
frivolous  and  illufory  reafons  alleged  for  bringing  it  forward  ; 
*tal   I  obferved  that,  if  it  was  perfevered  in,  it  mull  lead  to  this 
oe'ecflary  concluiion,  that  there  did  exift  when  it  was  framed  aa 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Directory  to  break  off  the  negotia- 
tion in  the  outfet.  My  fecond  object  In  point  of  reafoning,  though 
4  V'^ry  primary  One  in  point  of  importance,  was  either  to  prevent 
the  negotiation  breaking  off  at  all,  or,  if  this  was  not  to  be  pre- 
,  verifed,  to  endeavour  to  be  fo  clear  and  explicit  in  my  language, 
Arid  id  draw  the  line  fo  diftin&ly  between  fuch  facrifices  as  his- 
Majefty  might  be  inclined  to  make  in  order  to  reftore  fo  great  a 
bletfing  as  peace,  and  thofe  to  which  the  dignity  of  his  crown  and 
intereft  of  his  fubjefls  would  never  allow  him  to  attend,  as  to 
JMfce  it  impoflible  that  by  any  future  cavil  or  fubterfuge  the  in- 
terruption of  the  treaty,  if  unfortunately  it  fhould  be  interrupted,. 
c°uld  be  imputed  to  any  other  caufe  than  the  exorbitant  demands 
j^  the  French  government ;  and  the  better  toinfure  this  purpofe, 
*  explained  to  them  that  his  Majefty  having  already  in  a  detailed 
P^jct  dated  freely  and  fully  his  conditions,  and  th^fe  conditions 
*|*vi^g  been  at  once  reje&ed  by  a  f weeping  claim  on  the  part  of 
the    Frcnch  government,  it  was  not  fitting  or  reafonable,  neither1 
^^tild  it  be  eKpe&ed  that  any  new  propofals  fhonld  originate 
^?**h  his  Majefty :  and  that  on  every  ground  the  King  had  a  right 
^  expe&  a  contre-projet  from  them,  ftating  at  once  plainly  and 
Without  referve  the  whole  of  what  they  had  to  aft,  iriftead  of. 
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Winging  forward  (eparate  points,  one  after  another,  dire&ly  con- 
trary to  the  principle  on  which  we  had  agreed  to  begin  the  nego- 
tiation, and  which,  from  their  being  infulated,  could  only  tend 
to  protrad  and  impede  its  progrefs. 

On  the  firft  point,  on  the  inadmiflibility  of  the  preliminary 
conditions  as  propofed  by  the  French  government,  one  of  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  fa  id,  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  do  more 
than  to  take  it  for  reference,  that  the  inftruAions  they  had  re- 
ceived when  the  Directory  fent  them  the  note,  were  precife  and 
pofltive,  and  fhat  they  had  received  none  fince.  He  therefore 
had  on  that  point  (imply  to  requeft  of  me,  that  I  would  (late  in 
writing  the  feveral  grounds  on  which  his  Majefty  reje&ed  this 
proportion,  in  order  that  the  report  tranfmitted  by  them  to  the 
Dtre£tory  might  be  corre£t  ;  and  he  allured  me,  that  if  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  put  in  writing  all  the  arguments  I  had  ufed  to 
them  in  the  conference,  they  would  have  no  fcruple  of  employing 
thofe  I  omitted  in  fuch  a  way  as  was  the  bed  calculated  to  give 
them  weight,  and,  to  ufe  the  French  minifters  own  expreffion,  to 
place  the  negotiation  once  more  on  its  legs.  *  " 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  point,  he  had  no  he  fi  tat  ion  in  agreeing 
with  me,  that  the  bed  method,  and  indeed  the  only  one,  which 
could  accelerate  the  whole  of  the  bufmefs,  was  for  them  to  give 
in  a  contre-projet ;  neither  did  he  attempt  to  difprove  our  perfect 
right  to  expeft  one  from  them  before  we  made  any  new  propofals* 
But  he  faid,  that  it  was  not  neceflary  for  him  to  obferve,  that  as 
long  as  they  were  bound  by  their  inf?ru£Hons  not  to  give  way  on 
the  propofitioh  I  had  now  fo  decidedly  rejected,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible for  them  to  move  a  ftep  without  new  orders  from  the 
Dire&ory  ;  that  they  would  aflc  for  thefe  orders  immediately,  and 
Jpfe  no  time  in  acquainting  me  when  they  were  received. 

I  obferved,  that  in  our  laft  conference  he  had  intimated  to  tot 
they  were  empowered  to  come  to  fome  explanation  with  me  on 
the  fubjec"t  of  compenfation  to  be  made  to  his  Majefty  for  t*1* 
great  ce (lions  he\vas  difpofed  to  make  ;  that,  at  the  time,  I  con- 
ceived thefe  explanations  were  of  a  natuxe  to  qualify  the  ivi"6 
claim  dated  in  the  note,  and  that  if  I  had  abftained  from  preffin8 
Kim  further  at  the  moment,  it  was  from  perceiving  a  relu£tancc 
on  their  part  to  bring  them  forward :  that,  however,  if  theY 
really  had  fuch  propofals  to  make  me,  and  if  they  were  of  a  ***~ 
ture  to  meet  in  fubftance  and  effect  the  bafis  laid  down  in  the  pr^^J^ 
I  had  given,  I  (hould  be  well  difpofed  to  liften  to  thepi. 

One  of  the  French  minijiersy  after  fome  helitation  and  a  fort  <" 
filent  reference  to  one  of  his  colleagues,  faid,  he  thought  as  to^im 
ters  now  flood,  it  would  be  much  better  to  wait  their  anf**^ 
from  Paris  ;  that  it  was  a  very  important  period,  a  crifis  in  •:*l° 
negotiation,  the  refult  of  which  probably  would  be  conclufive  a* 
to  its  fate,  and  that  it  feemed  to  be  of  more  confequence  to  m* r? 
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refult  as  conformable  to  What  he  hoped  T  was  convlntetf 
e  as  much  their  wfh(  s  as  mine,  than  to  wafte  our  time  in 
uffions  which  v\<  re  ufelefs,  not  to  fay  mote,  till  this  was  af- 
ained. 

confined  myfelf  in  my  reply  to  fayine,  I  had  no  obje  ft^on 
itever  to  giving  to  the  French  plenipofer.  ^-.rics  a  paper,  itating 
ftrong  motives  on  which  his  Majefty  rcjefled  the  j.4opi;fitioa 
le  in  their  note  of  the  15th  ;  and  that  as  I,  on  my  part,  had 
Gdered  it  a  duty  to  make  my  reports  as  conciliatory  as  was  con-  , 
nt  with  truth  and  corre&nefs,  10  I  heard  with  great  pleaftire 
aflurahces  he  gave  me  of  their  intending  to  obfer.ve  the  fame 
;  of  condud. 

That  as  we  feemed  perfe&ly  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  their 
ducing  acontre-projet,  I  had  nothing  to  fay  on  that  point, 
cpt  to  exprefs  my  mod  fincere  wi(h  that  it  would  foon  appear, 
,  when  it  did'  appear,  be  fuch  a  one  as  would  lead  to  a  fpeedy 
'  fatisfaftory  conclufion  of  the  negotiation. 
Zmbt  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 


No.  26. 

Note  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  has 
nfmitted  to  his  court  the  note  which  was  delivered  to  him  the 
h  of  this  month,  by  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
:nch  republic  ;  and  having  received  the  orders  of  the  King  his 
fter,  on  this  fubjeft,,  he  haftens  to  repeat  to  them,  in  writing, 
iformably  to  the  defire  which  they  have  exprefled  to,him,  the 
owing  reflefiions,  which  he  had  already  ftated  to  them  verbally, 
?onfequence  of  his  moft  pofitive  inftrufiions. 
He  obferves,  in  the  firft  place,  that  to  require  u  as  an  indif- 
ifable  preliminary  of  negotiation    for    peace  with  England, 

confent  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  the  formal  reftitiition 
all  the  pofleflions  which  he  occupies,  as  well  thofe  of  the 
fcnch  republic,  as  further  and  formally  thofe  of  Spain  and 
'  Batavian  republic,"  is  to  wifli  to  eftablifh  a  previous  con* 
ion,  which  excludes  all  reciprocity,  refufes  to  the  King  all  com- 
ifation,  and  leaves  no  objeft  of  ulterior  negotiation. 
That  the  French  republic,  formally  authorized  by  its  allies  to 
gotiate  the  articles  of  peace  in  their  name,  cannot  fairly  ktvp 

partial  treaties  with  them,  in  oppofition  to  reafonable  pro- 
fal$  of  peace,  fince  it  is  univerfally  untferftood,  that  the  con- 
tdiog  parties  always  preferve  the  power  to  modify,  by  mutual 
nfent,  the  conditions  by  which  they^  may  be  engaged  to  each 
tar,  whenever  their  common  inxerefts  may  require  it;  confe- 
^tly,  the  propofition  made  to  the  King  of  a  general  and  gra-* 


(      240      ) 

tnitous  reilltution  as  an  indifpen fable  preliminary,  would  ncctf* 
farfly  impute  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  to  the  Eatavian  re- 
public, difpofitions  far  lefs  pacific  than  thofc  which,  animate  tbc 
French  republic. 

That  moreover,  in  conference  of  what  parted  in  the  firff  con- 
ferences, Lord  Malmefbury  has  always  thought  him/elf  entitled 
to  expect  that  the  King  his  matter  would  find  a  compenfation  for 
the  facrifices  he  was  ready  to  make  for  peace,  by  retaining  a  part 
of  his  conquers  ;  and  he  was  the  lefs  able  to  forefee  any  obfhele, 
on  account  of  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
French  republic,  as  the  principle  of  compenfation  was  acknow- 
ledged by  a  formal  and  pofitive  declaration,  made  in  the  name  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  and  communicated  in  art  official  note, 
dated  the  27th  of  November,  1796;  a  declaration  pofterar  xo 
the  completion  of  thofe  treaties. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  order  to  remove,  as  much  as  poffible, 
every  difficulty  that,  in  the  project  of  a  treaty,  which  Lord 
Malmefbury  has  delivered  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  ©f  tEe 
French  republic,  the  alternative  was  left  to  France  to  fetie  this 
compenfation  on  its  own  poffeffions,  or  on  thofe  of  its  allies : 
but  the  abfolnte  iefufal  of  this  alternative  appears  to  do  away  the 
only  poflible  means  of  conciliating  every  intereft^  and  of  arriving 
at  an  honourable,  juft„  and  permanent  peace. 

Lord  Malmeibury,  perAtaded  that  fuch  cannot  be  the  intentio* 
of  the  French  government,  hnpes,  that  in  confequence  of  tl^ 
reafons  herein  ftatcd,  a  condition  will  not  be  infilled  upon,  *° 
which  his  Britannic  Majefty  can  by  no  means  confent. 

He  again   requefts  the  minifteis  plenipotentiary  of  thelreiL^k 
republic  to  accept  the  affurances  of  his  high  con fi deration. 

(Signed)  Mal.mes*u*y.* 

Lijley  24th  July,  1797. 


No.  27.. 

ExtraS  of  a  Difpatch  /rem  Lord  Atalmefiury  to  Lowd  Qrenvu 

dated  Lijlcy  Sunday,  duguft  btky  1797. 

My  Lord> 

I  FULLY  expected,  when  I  received  the  enclofed  note ° 

Friday,  that  the  conference  propofed   was  to  acquaint  me  w  ^^! 
the   inftructions  the   French   plenipotentiaries  had  received 
the  Directory,  on  the  note  I  had  given  in  near  a  fortnight  a{ 
as  an  anfwer  to  that  in  which  the  reititution  of  the  wh61e  of 
Majelty's  conquefts  from  each   of  his  enemies  is  required  as 
indifpenfable  preliminary  to  all  negotiation. 

I  was  therefore  furprifed  and  ctifappointcd.  when  I  had  talc  *n 
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y  place  at  the  conference,  to  hear  from  the  French  plenipoten- 
aties  that  the  letters  they  had  received  tfiat  morning  from  Paris 
d  not  bring  any  fpecific  reply  to  my  laft  note,  but  only  went  to 
[form  them  that  the  Diredtory  had  taken  the  fubjeft  into  theit 
toft,  ferious  confideration,  and  would  acquaint  them  as  foon  afc 
ciffibie  with  the  refult. 

I  could  not  avoid  exprefling  my  concern  and  furprife  that  there 
lifted  any  hefitation  whatever  in  the  mind  of  the.  Dire&ory  on 

point,  which,  although  a  very  important,  was  certainly  a  very 
imple  one : — that  to  allpw  it  to  remain  irt  doubt  whether  his 
tfajeftj  was  to  have  any  cdmpenfation  or  not,  was,  in  othefr 
fards,  to  leave  it  in  doubt  whether  the  Dire&ory  fincerely  meant 
>cace  or  not': — and  that,  although  I  was  very  far  from  wifhing 
or  an)f  improper  hafte,  or  not  to  move  in  a  matter  of  fuch  mag- 
ittude  with  becoming  prudence  and  deliberation,  yet  I  could  not 
arbear  lamenting  that  more  than  a  month  had  now  elapfed  with*-* 
lit  our  having  advanced  a  fingle  ftep,  notwithftanding  his  Ma- 
fcfty  had,  in  the  very  outfet  of  the  negotiation,  manifefted  a 
Moderation  and  forbearance  unprecedented  under  fimilar  circum- 
*ncies : — that,  anxious  as  I  was  not  to  prejudice  it  by  any  repre- 
tttations  of  mine,  I  muft  fay,  this  delay  placed  me  in  a  very 
frkward  pofition,  as  I  really  did  not  perceive  how  1  could  ac- 
*int  for  it  in  a  way  at  all  fatisfaflory,  at  the  fame  tjme  that  it 
*s  quite  impoffible  for  me  to  fuffer  a  longer  fpace  of  time  to 
to  over  without  writing  to  my  court. 

Oke  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  exprefled  his  earneft  wifli  that 
Would  write  immediately ;  he  was  confident  this  delay  would 

feen  in  its  true  light ;  and  added,  "  Si  nous  n'avan^ons  pas  a 
s  de  geant,  j'efpere  que  nous  marchons  d'un  pas  fur." — And 
other  of  them  repeated  this  phrafe. 

I  exprefled  my  fincefe  hope  this  might  be  the  cafe,  but  it  would 
ire"  been  much  better  proved  by  the  communication  of  the 
inter-projedl  they  had  in  a  manner  pledged  themfelves  to  prcf- 
'e,  than  by  any  vague  and  indeterminate  affurances  of  what 
ght  poffibly  be  the  refult  of  the  prefent  fufpenfion  of.  all  bufi- 
s.  The^  obferved  to  me,  that  the  counter-projeft  would  of 
irfe  be  (virtually)  contained  in  their  next  inftru&ions,  and  that 
\x  only  motive  for  wilhing  to  fee  me  was,  to  convince  mc  that 
J  delay  had  neither  originated  with  them,  nor  been  occafioned 
Paris  by  any  want  of  attention  to  this  important  bufinefs,  or 
m  any  caufe  riot  immediately  arid  clofely  connedted  with  it; 
[  defifred  to  know  from  them  when  they  thought  it  probable 
y  (hould  receive  pofitive  and  explicit  inftruftiqns,  whether  in 
ce,  fotir,  or' five  days? — They  faid,  it  would  be  probably  eight 
ten.  And  one  of  then  obferved,  that  as  our  not  meeting  morfe 
quently  gave  rife  to  many  idle  rumours  and  falfe  reports,  he 
'uM  pTopofe  to  me,  if  1  had  no  objeQion,  to  meet  every  othe* 
Vol,  VI.  I  i  ^vj 


day  at  two  o'clock :  that  it  was  very  poflible,  that  in  our,  next  tyro 
or  three  meetings  we  might  have  nothing  material  to  fay,  but 
that  we  (hould  get  better  acquainted  with  each  other,  and  in  our! 
conventions  mutually  fugged  ideas  which  might  be  of  ufc— I 
readily  confented  to  this. 

I  had  a  conference  again  this  morning.  As  I  was  very  dcfirouj 
of  being  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lord  (hip  fome  more  fatif- 
fa&ory  account  as  to  the  motives  of  this  delay,  I  again  prefled  th< 
French  plenipotentiaries  on  this  point.  They  each  of  them  re 
peated  what  they  had  faid  before,  and  on  my  endeavouring  t< 
make  them  feel  how  im poflible  it  was  that  his  Majedy  (hould  no 
be  hurt  at  this  demur  on  fo  very  Ample  a  point,  one  of  them  hid 
You  ought  to  augur  favourably  from  it ;  your  note  was  a  refiifisi 
to  agree  to  what  was  dated  by  the  Directory  in  their  indru&ion 
to  us  as  a  fine  qua  non : — if  the  Directory  were  determined  t< 
perfid  in  this  fine  qua  non,  they  would  have  faid  fo  at  once— "J* 
vous  allure  qu'il  nous  auroit  promptement  ren\;oye  le  courier, 
were  his  words : — the  time  they  take  to  deliberate  indicates  bey  on 
a  doubt  that  they  are  looking  for  fome  temperament,  and  it  fcarc 
can  be  doubted  that  one  will  be  found. — I  faid  I  was  well  pleafe 
to  hear  him  fay  this ;  but  that  dill  he  mud  be  aware,  that  it  woul 
not  be  an  eafy  talk  for  me  to  make  my  difpatches  to-day  either  is 
tereding  or  fatisfaftory. 

Another  of  the  French  minifiers  faid,  that  he  really  belieyfed  dti 
this  would  be  the  only  great  impediment  we  (hould  have  to  cc 
counter,  that  every  thing  would  go  on  quickly  and  fmoothly,  an 
that  I  mud  admit  the  prefent  to  be  a  very  important  and  difficu 
point  in  the  negotiation.  I  agreed  with  him  entirely  as  to  its  in 
portance,  but  could  not  acquiefce  as  to  its  difficulty. 

I  am  very  forry,  my  Lord,  that  in  fuch  a  moment,  and  aft* 
waiting  fo  long,  I  (hould  not  be  able  to  fend  you  more  explic 
and  dec  i  five  a  flu  ranees  ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  compel  tl 
French  negotiators  to  move  on  fader.  All  I  can  do  is,  by  vc 
conduA  and  language  to  take  care  that  no  part  whatever  of  tl 
imputation  of  delay  (hould  attach  to  me.  I  have,  at  every  coi 
ference  I  have  held,  always  declared  my  readinefs  to  proceed,  ai 
I  (hall  not  fail  to  repeat  this  every  time  we  meet. 

Right.  Honourable  Lord  Grenville,  £fr.  &c.  &c. 


No.  28. 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmefbury. 

THE  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  will 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  converfing  for  a  few  minutes  w 
Lord  Malrne(bury  ;  and  they  have  in  confequence  the  honour 
fing  to  him  to  meet  them  at  two  o'clock  to  day,  er  at  a 

otl 
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other  hour  which  may  be  more  convenient  to  him,  and  which  he" 
wttl  have  the  goodnefs  to  appoint. 

They  renew,  with  pleafure,  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the  aflurances 
of  tlieir  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

LiJIe,  17  Thermidor,  Huoues  B.  Maret. 

5/ft  Tear  of  the  Republic. 

(Auguft  4,  1797.)      Colchen,  Sec,  Gen,  of  the  Legation. 

of  the  Republic. 
(Aug.  4,  1797.) 


No.  29. 

fatrafi  of  a  Dif patch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville9 

dated  Life,  Augufl  14/A,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

IN  confequence  of  the  refolution  we  had  come  to,  to  meet  on 
!  the  days  of  the  arrival  of  the  poft  from  Paris,  our  conferences 
for  this  laft  week  have  taken  place  regularly  every  other  morning, 
except  on  Thurfday  the  10th  of  Auguft,  which  being  the  anniver- 
•  &ry  of  one  of  their  national  feftivals,  the  French  legation  could 
sot  attend. 

X  have  in  mine,  No.  17,  given  your  Lord  (hip  an  account  of 
,  «Hty  thing  which  palled  in  thefe  conferences,  up  to  that  of  the 
toh.  On  the  8th  nothing  was  faid  at  all  worth  tranftr.itting,  ex- 
cept an  intimation  flung  out  by  one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  into  confideration  the  rights  of 
Kntral  nations  on  this  occafion.  But  as  he  fpoke  very  vaguely, 
*Qd  ia  general  terms,  I  did  not  choofe  to  prefs  him  for  an  cxpla- 
Wtioo,  as  I  confider  it  more  judicious  to  avoid  difcuffions  on  fe- 
prate  and  collateral  points,  and  not  to  enter  into  negotiation  till 
the  whole  can  be  brought  under  deliberation  at  once. 

What  palled  on  the  12th  was  rather  more  interefting.  The 
Jtturn  of  Mr.  Wefley  afforded  me  a  very  natural  opportunity  of 
Gtpreffing  the  impatience  with  which  an  anfwer  to  my  laft  note 
**■  expe&ed  by  my  court  ;  that  three  .weeks  had  now  elapfed 
«nct  its  tranfmiflion,  and  that  although  1  by  no  means  wiftied  to 
mfinuate  that  due  attention  had  not  been  paid  to  fo  very  important 
a  fubje&  as  that  on  which  we  were  treating,  yet  I  could  not  but 
greatly  lament,  that  day  after  day  (hould  be  allowed  to  pafr  away 
Without  our  proceeding  at  all  in  the  great  bufinefs  for  which  we 
Were  met.  One  of  the  French  minifters  faid,  that  it  was  impoffiblc 
I  could  lament  this  delay  more  than  they  did  ;  that  they  had  al-» 
^sdy  declared  to  me,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  wilh  not  to 
°?*te  but  to  remove  difficulties  ;  and  they  could  allure  me  pofi- 
^'Xi  that  the  French  government  had  no  other  obj eft  in  view, 

I  i  %  %ft& 
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and  that  I  (Wild  find,  when  once  we  began  fairly  to  negotiate, 
we  fhould  proceed  very  rapidly.  ,f 

I  replied,  it  was  indeed  very  material  to  make  good  the  tine 
we  had  loft.  ■  The  French  minijier  anfwered,  You  would  not  call 
it  time  loft  if  you  knew  how  it  was  employed.  On  my  expreff-- 
ing,  by  my  manner,  a  with  to  be  informed,  he  went  oh,  by 
faying,  We  will  not  fcruple  to  tell  you,  though  we  feel  we  ought 
not  yet  to  do  it  officially,  that  we  are  confulting  with  our  allies  5 
that  we  have  communicated  to  them  all  that  has  pafled  here;  re 
have  ftatcd  that,  unlefs  they  mean  to  continue  the  war,  they  mutt 
releafe  us  from  our  engagements,  and  enable  us,  to  a  certain 
grce,  to  meet  your  propofals. 

The  conference  of  to-day  is  this  moment  over.     One  cf  t 
French  plenipotentiaries  informed  me,  that  he  had  received  tbi^ 
morning  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of  the  Dire&ory,  affuriiijg 
him  that  in  four  or  five  days  they  would  receive  their  final  inftruc— 
tions ;  and  he  added  of  himfelf,  that  he  trufted  thefe  would  br^ 
fuch  as  would  enable  us  to  continue  our  work  without  any  further^ 
interruption.     I  faid,  I  hoped  thefe  inftru&ions  would  be  i 
fubftance  a  counter-project,  as  I  did  not  fee  how  any  thing 
of  one  could  enable  us  to  proceed  fo  rapidly  as  he  defcribed.    IT" 
agreed  with  me  entirely,  and  aflured  me,  that  both  he  and  b\ 
colleagues  had  repeatedly  ftated  the  neceflity  of  a  counter-proj 
being  fent  them  ;  and  he  obferved,  that  he  really  thought  thm 
French  government  might  have  forefeen  every  thing  which 
pafled,  and  been  prepared  with  one  ;  and  that  this  would  hai^ 
faved  a  great  deal  of  valuable  time.     As  I  could  not  myfelf  ha 
£ud  more,  I  readily  gave  a  full  aflent  to  what  I  heard. 


No.  30. 

Extracl  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Afalmefiu 
dated  Downing  Street ,  Auguji  19/ b,  1797. 


Si 


AN  expreflion  mentioned  in  one  of  your  Lordftiip's  laft  d 
patches  to  have  fallen  from  one  of  the  French  plenipotentiari 
leads  to  the  prefumption  that  it  is  intended,  on  the  part  of  Fran< 
to  bring  forward  fome  propofal  about  the  navigation  of  neut 
powers  in  time  of  war.  Your  Lordfhip  will  beft  judge  of  t 
proper  opportunity  of  exprcfling  his  Majefty's  deckled  and  un 
terable  refolution  on  this  point,  not  to  admit  of  any  propofal 
treating  with  his  enemies  on  the.  fubjeft  of  the  rights  or  claims  ^ 
jicutral  powers* 

The  only  other  remark  with  which  I  have  to  trouble  your  Lor^^ 

'So  by  this  meflenger,  relates  to  an  expreflion  in  the  late  meflager     *^ 

Dijx&ory  to  the  council  of  Five  Hundred,  whiph,  if  litera  &  *■- 
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taken,  conveys  an  accufation  againft  his  Majefly's  government, 
that  fome  delay  has  arifen  on  the  part  of  this  country  in  the  ne- 
gotiations at  Lifle.  This  is  fo  avowedly  contrary  to  tliefaSt,  that 
ft  muft  be  confidered  as  impoffible  that  fuch  a  charge  could  be 
intended  to  be  made  by  a  government  which  had  at  that  moment 
delayed  for  three  weeks  making  any  anfwer  to  his  Majefty's 
diftind  and  liberal  propofals  of  peace,  and  whofe  plenipotenti- 
aries were  daily  apologizing  to  your  I,ord(hip  for  this  unbecoming, 
and 9  as  they  almoft  confefs,  unaccountable  delay;  but  as  the  point 
is  too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed,  it  is  the  King's  pleafure 
that  your  Lordfhip  fliould  prefent  a  note,  remarking  upon  the 
(ejife  to  which  thefe  words  are  liable,  exprefling  your  perfuafioit 
that  fuch  cannot  be  the  intention  with  which  they  were  ufedf 
but  aflcing  on  the  part  of  your  court  an  explanation  to  that  effeft, 
which  cannot  be  refufed  without  a  violation  of  c^ery  thing  which 
truth  and  juftice  require  on  fuch  an  occafion. 


No.  31. 


Qxtraft  from  the  Mejfage  of  the  French  Dire&ory  to  the  Council  of 

Five  Hundred,  Auguji  ()th,   1797. 

IN  fhort,  this  caufe  is  in  the  fame  defpondency  in  which  all 
f°od  citizens,  and  particularly  the  defenders  of  the  country,  arc, 
**  feeing  deferred  at  the  very  moment  when  its  conclufion  wa# 
thought  to  be  near  at  hand,  and  after  having  bought  it  with  fo 
AHich  blood  and  fo  much  fuffering — a  definitive  peace,  which  the 
beads  of  the  vanquifhed  coalition  at  length  (olicited  in  good 
•^Ueft,  when  its  conclufion,  was  expeded,  and  which  a  govern* 
aaent,  friendly  to  humanity,  were  ftill  more  earned  to  conclude : 
when,  all  on  a  fudden,  buoyed  up  with  new  hopes,  reckoning 
!*Pon  a  general  diflblution  of  the  government  by  the  failing  of 
tts  finances,  upon  its  deftrudion,  upon  the  death  or  banifhment 
°f  its  braved  generals,  and  upon  the  difperfion  and  lofs  of  its 
W^ies,  thefe  very  fame  coalefced  powers  have  thrown  as  much 
'  Tp lay  into  the  negotiations,  as  they  had  Ihown  anxiety  to  bring 
ttatn  to  an  end* 
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No.  32.  1 1 

C0/7  gf  a  Dif patch  front  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  GrenvilU,  dated    \} 

Li/le,  Auguft  2a,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

IN  my  conference  of  this  morning,  I  took  an  opportunity  & 
remarking  to  the  French  plenipotentiaries  on  the  very  unfair  an, 
extraordinary  aflertion  which  had  appeared  in  the  meflage  of  due" 
9th  inflant,  from  the  Directory  to  the  council  of  Five  Hundreds 
viz.  "  Que  les  puifTances  coal i fees  ont  mis  autant  de  lenteur  dam  M 
les  negotiations,  qu'clles  avoient  montre  de  l'ardeur  pour  les  tar— ' 
miner."     I  obferved  to  them,  that  I  had  orders  from  my  court  t« 
afk  a  precife  explanation,  whether  this  accufation  of  delay  wis 
meant  to  apply  to' the  manner  in  which  his  Majeity  had  conduced 
the  negotiation  at  Lifle,  and  if  it  was  fo  meant*  to  declare  that  !»£* 
accufation  was  ever  more  deditute  of  foundation,  nor  a  wider  de- 
viation from  the  real  fa&.     I  faid  I  was  perfe&ly  ready  to  abide: 
by  their  determination  on  this  point,  convinced  that  it  was  itrtpcT— 
fible  for  them  not  to  acknowledge  that  the  delay  (if  there  hao    *■] 
been  any  blameable  delay)  reded  with  the  French  government  antd 
not  with  his  Majefty.      The  French  plenipotentiaries  adrnittrcf 
this  to  be  mod;  dri&ly  true  ;  that  the  phrafe  I  had  quoted  was  a*» 
ill-judged  one;  and  malredigie  \  but  that  it  could  not  in  anypoiim*. 
of  view  whatever  be  condrued  as  applying  to  England  ;  and  tj^yl 
were  ready  to  fay,  that  when  it  was  written,  the   Directory  al- 
luded folely  to  the  court  of  Vienna  ;  that  they  could  allure  me  the^^ 
had  been  very  faithful  in  their  reports,  and  that  when  they  faid 
this*  it  was  faying  in  other  words  that  I  had  carried  on  the  nego- 
tiation with -as  much. expedition  as  poffible,  and  that  if  it  had-prc^^ 
ceeded  flowly  for  this  lad  month,  the  flownefs  arofe  on  their  fti^ 
and  not  on  mine.  , 

I  faid  I  could hot  for  an  indant  call  in  quedion  their  feelings  a?  *T 
this  point ;  it  was  the  inflnuation  conveyed  in  the  meflage,  arm  ** 
which  had  gone  over  Europe,  that  it  was  ncceflary  for  me  to  cle^*r 
up,  and  to  know  whether  theDiredlory  thought  and  felt  as  th^/ 
did.     One  of  the  French  minijlers,   with  very  drong  expreflior*  s* 
aflured  me  the  Dlredlory  certainly  did  think  and  feel  like  their*-  f 
that  no  unfair  or  infldions  allufion  was  meant,  and  added,  "  q»-*c 
ce  meflage  etoit  fait  pour  dimuler  les  confeils."     1  went  on  ^^y 
obferving  it  was  very  eflential  for  me  to  have  this  fully  explain^*** 
and  that  1  fliould  give  them  in  a  note  to  this  efFeft ;  they  requelt^d 
I  would  not,  it  would  lead  to  difagreeable  difcuflions,  and  would 
not  anfwer  the  end   I   propofed.     They  would  take  upon  the*"*1*, 
felves  now  to  aflure  me  in  the  name  of  the  Dirc<Sory,  thatnoth*1^ 
at  all  fimilar  to  the  conflru&ion  I  put  on  the  phrafe  was  intend^^' 
and  that  as  foon  as  they  could  receive  an  anfwer  to  the  report  **"*^X 
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uld  makp  of  to-day's  converfation,  they  would  fay  the  fame 
n  the  Dire&ory  itfelfc 

hope,  my  Lord,  I  have,  therefore,  by  obtaining  this  very 
?i fe  and  formal  difavowal  of  an  intention  to  fix  any  imputation 
May  on  his  Majefty's  government,  fulfilled  the  objed  of  my 
ruSions  on  this  particular  point.  If  when  the  French  plenU 
:ntiaries  fpeak  from  the  Directory,  the  difavowal  fhould  not  be 
ally  fatisfa&ory  and  complete,  I  then  will  not  fail,  according 
our  Lordfiiip's  order,  to  give  in  a  note. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        Malmesbury. 
light  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 


No-  33. 

of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 

Lijky  Auguft  22,  1797. 

■ 

TOE  four  conferences  I  have  held  with  the  French  plenipo- 
:iaries,  fince  I  laft  wrote  to  your  Lordfliip  on  the  14th  in- 
it%  will  not,  I  fear,  furnifli  very  interefting  materials  for  a 

wrtch. 

Dtir  conference  of  this  morning  was  principally  employed  in 
at  I  have  related  in  my  other  difpatch  ;  but  the  French  pleni- 
Wtiaries  aflurcd  me,  that  by  Thurfday,  or  at  the  lateft  by  Sa- 
lty* they  expe&ed  to  receive  their  long-expe£ted  meflengcr. 


No*  34. 

fnif  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 
v  Li/le,  Auguft  29,  1797. 

t  AM  extremely  forry  to  be  forced  to  announce  to  your 
odfhip,  that  frelh  delays  occur  in  the  progrefs  of  the  nega* 
fa. 

Hie  French  plenipotentiaries  informed  me  at  our  conference 
tiday,  that  the  lad  anfwer  from  Holland  was  founfatisfa&ory, 
the  Diredory  had  ordered  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to 
m  it  to  the  Dutch  minifters  at  Paris;  that  the  Dutch  minifters 
id  not  take  upon  themfelves  to  alter  it  in  the  way  the  Directory 
pofed,  but  had  been  obliged  to  refer  to  their  government  for 
r  orders ;  and  that  therefore,  fuppofing  no  time  to  be  loft  in 
beration  on  this  fubjedfc  at  the  Hague,  it  would  be  at  leaft  a 
&  from  to-day  before  any  farther  account  could  be  received 

Vfter  lamenting  this  unexpeded  procrafti nation  of  our  bufinefs, 
iprefled  a  wifluo  know  what  the  Dutch  anfwer  had  been,  what 

-  objediont 
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objedions  the  Directory  had  made  to  it,  and  the  alteration  t\nky 
were  defirous  it  fhould  undergo. 

One  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  faid,  it  had  not  been  comradnm 
cated  to  them,  but  that  he  undcrftood  it  was  complex ty  louche, 
feu  fatisfaif ante.  That  the  Dire&ory  expe&ed  it  ftiotlld  be  #c 
and  diftinft,  and  fuch  an  one  as  would  enable  them  to  fendTuc  Ti 
inftruftions  here,  as  would  allow  us  to  go  on  with  the  negotiatio^Ml 
in  a  way  to  recover  the  time  wc  had  loft. 


No.  35. 

Extrad.  of  a  Dif patch  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dot* 

LiJJe,  Sept>$>  1797- 
My  Lord, 

.  1  SHOULD  have  confidered  what  has  patted  in  our  conference* 
fince  I  laft  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordfhip  by  NT:*". 
Wefley,  as  in  itfelf  too  unimportant  to  authorize  me  to  difpatcrli 
a  meflenger,  but  that  in  general  I  think  it  my  duty  never  to  terve 
your  Lordfhip  more  than  a  week  without  hearing  from  me ;  arid 
I  was  alfo  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  O* 
your  Lordfhip's.difpatch,  No.  23,  which  was  delivered  to'ittefcty 
the  meflenger  Shaw,  on  the  31ft  Auguft,  at  10  P.  M. 

Nothing  but  common  converfation  pafled  in  our  conferences  C« 
the  30th  Auguft  and  of  the  ift  September.     In  that  of  the  ^I'th^ 
French  plenipotentiaries  confirmed  what  they  had  taken  updf* 
themfelves  to  aflure  me  on  the  2ad  Auguft,  in  confequence  of  it*c 
reprefentation  I  had  your  Lordftiip's  orders  to  make  on  the  e*' 
preflions  employed  by  the  Directory  in  their  meflage  of  the  9*" 
Auguft  to  the  councils,  and  which  expreflions  appeared  to  fix  8**1 
imputation  of  delay  on  his  Maj  eft  y's  government  in  the  progr^J* 
of  the  negotiation.     They  faid  that  they  had  reported  to  the  TP  •>* 
reftqry  what  I  obferved  on  this  fubjeft,  and  that  they  were  nv**? 
charged  to  repeat  what  I  had  already  heard  from  them,  and  to  (T^;1 
clare  that  no  intention  fimilar  to  that  I  fuppofed  ever  exiftei  c^° 
the  part  of  the  Diredlory. 

In  our  conference  of  this  morning,  although  I  had  reafon  to  e^*\ 
pe&  that  the  anfwer  from  the  Hague  was  arrived  at  Paris,  yfct  l 
was  not  admitted  by  the  Frerch  plenipotentiaries. 


No.  36. 

Extratl  (fa  Difpateh from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  Lord  Grcnvilk,  d& 

Life,  gth  Sept.  1797. 

I  NEED  not  fay  that  the  two  conferences  which  haVfc'beeffh 
fince  r  ched  the  meflenger  Brooks,  were  not  likely,  un 
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at  circumftances  of  this  country^  to  afford  anything  ex- 
mportant  or  interesting. 

:  of  Thurfday  the  7th,  one  of  the  'French  plenipotentiaries  be- 
rry entering  the  room,  by  announcing  a  wifh  that  the  .great 
lich  had  taken  place  at  Paris,  fhould  not  interrupt  lor  .a 
f  our  negotiation,  cfr  deftroy  the  pleafing  profped  we  had 
on  terminating  fuccefsfully ;  and  from  his  manner  I 
w  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea  that  it  was  his  opinion  it 
t.  I  endeavoured  to  difcover  whether  he  fpoke  in  con- 
of  any  private  intelligence  he  had  received  from  Paris, 
*from  his  own  private  judgment,  and  I  found  it  was  en- 
n  the  latter. 

conference  of  this  morning,  hefaid  they  wereftill  with- 
:tters  from  M.  Talleyrand  (which  rather  furprifed  him); 
}uld  affure  me,  with  certainty,  that  by  Monday  they 
empowered  to  go  on  •  with  the  negdtiation,  and  thafl 
ely  fay  fo  to  my  court. 


No.  37. 

« 

?a  Dif patch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefhury,  dated 
Downing  Street,  September  lith,  1797. 

L  Lordfhip's  difpatches  by  themeflenger  Shaw,  were  re* 
re  this  morning. 

d  be  premature  in  the  prefent  moment,  to  enter  into  any 
on  the  effeft  which  the  extraordinary  events  at  Paris  may 
ed  to  have  on  the  important  negotiation  \yith  which 
ifliip  is  charged.  A  very  few  days  mud  now  probably 
the  mod  unequivocal  manner,  what  are  the  views  which 
ftined  by  the  now  predominant  party  at  Paris,  refpe&ing 
>n  of  peace  or  war  with  Great  Britain  :  and  it  becomes 
ty's  government  to  wait  the  evefit  with  the  fame  defire 
imodation  on  reafonable  terms,  and  the  fame  firmnefs, 
iSt  to  undue  and  infulting  demands,  which  has  aduated 
of  the  condudt  held  by  your  Lord&ip. 


No.  38. 

Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  datea 
Li/le,  Monday,  Sept.  11,   1797. 

Lord, 

y.  going  to  the  conference  this  morning,  the  French 
itiaries  informed  me  that  the  whole  French  legation  was 
'I.  K  k  recalled . 


recalled,  and  that  Me  (Irs.  Treilhard  and  Bonnier  d'Alco  woe 
appointed  in  their  room.  They  faid,  their  orders  were  to  com- 
municate this  event  to  me  immediately,  and  at  the  fame  time  tc 
add,  in  the  name  of  the  French  government,  that  this  altentiof 
in  the  choice  of  the  negotiators,  would  not  produce  any  whatetc 
in  the  difpofition  of  the  Directory  to  bring  the  negotiation  to 
happy  iflue. 

I  allured  them  I  was  extremely  forry  to  hear  that  they  were  re 
called.     That  we  had  hitherto  acted  together  fo  cordially,  that 
was  to  be  lamented  any  circumftances  had  arifen  which  made  tt 
French  government  think  it  advifeable  to  put  the  negotiation  ial 
other  hands. 

That  I  received  with  fatisfaftion  what  they  told  me  as  to  tl 
fentiments  manifefted  by  the  Directory,  relative  to  the  negotiation 
and  that  I  could  allure  them,  they  were  fuch  as  certainly  exiftf 
in  the  bread  of  my  royal  mailer. 

I  then  fuggefted  to  them,  whether  it  would  riot  be  proper  J 
give  me  an  official  note  on  this  occafion,  fince  it  made  am 
marked  period  in  the  negotiation  ;  and  as  they  perfectly  agrea 
with  me  on  the  propriety  of  this,  they  fent  me  that  I  no 
enclofc. 

I  conCder  this  event  as  fo  material,  that  I  do  not  lofe  a  momit 
in  difpatching  one  of  my  fervants  to  England,  as  I  have  at  prefc 
no  meffenger  with  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         Malmesbury,' 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenvllle. 


No.  39.  ■  ; 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lurd  Malmejbury. 

THE  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  have  t 
honour  to  inform  Lord  Malmefbury  that  they  have  received 
this  day's  poll,  a  decree  of  the   Kxecutive  Directory,  figmfyi 
their  recall,  and  the  nomination  of  citizens  Treilhard  and  Bonn: 
to  fucceed  them,  and  to  continue  the  negotiations  entered  up« 
with  England. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  in  fending  to  the  underfiga 
minifters  plenipotentiary  this  decree  of  the  Directory,  of  the  2 
of  this  month,  orders  them  to  wait  the  arrival  of  their  fucceffo 
It  alfo  directs  them  to  inform  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  1 
Britannic  Majefty,  that  the  change  of  the  negotiators  does  r 
carry  with  it. any  change  in  the  difpodtion  of  the  Directory,  wi 
icgard  to^he  negotiation. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  have  i 

hone 
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i 

Honour  to  renew  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the  aflurances  of  their 
higfi  confideration. 

(Signed)         Le  Tourneur. 
Life,  25  Fruclidor^  Kugues  B,.  Maret. 

Year  of  the  Republic, 
(SepU  11,  1797.)         Colchen,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 


No.  40. 

Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  has  the 

honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the  mini- 

fters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  have  addrefled  to  him, 

communicating  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  which  fig- 

nlfies  their  recall,  and  the  nomination  of  the  minifyers  deftined  to 

fttcceed  them,  and  to  continue  the  negotiations  already  commenced. 

He  receives  at  the  fame  time  with  fatisfaftion,  and  will  tranfmit 

without  delay  to  his  court,  the  affurance,  that  this  change  of  the 

negotiators  does  not  bring  with  it  any  change  in  the  difpofition  of 

the  Directory  as  to  the  negotiation. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  in  thanking  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of, 
the  French  republic  for  this  communication,  begs  them  to  be  per- 
fuaded  of  his  perfonal  regret  on  account  of  their  departure,  and  to 
accept  the  aflurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury.. 

LiJIe,  Sept.  12,  1797. 


No.  41. 

Extrafi  of  a  Difpatchfrom  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord Grenville,  dated 

Lijle9  17/A  September,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

THE  new  Frcnph  plenipotentiaries,  Meflieurs  Treilhard  and 
Bormier  d'Alco,  with  their  principal  fecretary  M.  Derche,  and 
too  private  fecretaries,  arrived  here  at  five  o'clock  A.  M.  on 
Wednefday  the  13th  inftant.  At  eleven  A.  M.  they  fent  M. 
Derche  to  acquaint  me  with  their  arrival,  and  to  inquire  at  what 
hour  I  would  receive  their  vifit.  In  confequence  of  my  faying 
whenever  it  was  convenient  to  them,  they  came  immediately,  at- 
tended by  Meffieurs  Le  Tourneur,  Maret,  and  Colchen. 

On  taking  leave,  M.  Le  Tourneur  came  forward  and  faid  to 
me,  in  his  name  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  that  they  could  not 
terminate  their  million  without  expreifing  the  fatisfa&ion  they 
had  felt  from  the  opennefs  and  candour  (loyaute  et  franchife\  with 
which  I  had  a&cd  during  the  whole  of  the  nt^oUaCvotv*  ot  \aifca. 

K  k  %  \<mn* 
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leave  of  me,,  without  exprefiing  their  fincere  perfonal  regret*;  that? 
the  recoiled  ion  of  my  conduct  would  always  be  agreeable  tothenv, 
and  that  it  had  given  me  the  ftrongeft  title  to  their  efteemand  gobd 
wi(hes* 

After  giving  the  new  plenipotentiaries  as  much  time  as  toa 
nccefiaty  to  return  to  their  own  houfe,  I  fent  Mr.  Rofs  to  afk 
at  what  hour  I  might  return  their  vifit ;  and,  in  confequencc 
of  their  anfwer,  I  went  to  them,  attended  by  Lord  Morpeth  and 
Mr.  Ellis. 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  returning  the  compliment  M.  Lr« 
Tourneur  had  made  me  ;  and  I  mud  in  juftice  repeat,  my  Lord 
what  I  have  already  faid,  that  his  conduct  and  that  of  his  Ofrl 
leagues  has,  in  evctsy  point  which  has  depended  on  them,  bcM 
perfectly  fair  and  honourable,  and  in  no  in  fiance  contrary  to  tfc 
principles  they  announced,  and  the  profeflions  they  made.  It  * 
therefore  impoflible  for  me  not  to  regret  them,  and  not  to  cooftte 
the  change  of  negotiators  at  lead  as  a  very  unpleafant,  if  not  .J 
very  unfortunate  incident.  „ 


No.  42. 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  GrtnviUt,  d$t* 

LiJIe,   17/A  September,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

T  SHALL  endeavour  in  this  difpatch  to. give  your  Lord flwp^ 
circumftantial  an  account,  as  my  memory  will  allow  me  to  d« 
of  what  has  paflTed  in  the  two  conferences  1  have  held  with  tt 
new  French  plenipotentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  14th,  after  communicating  to  me  it 
arrete  of  the  Dire<Story,  appointing  them  to  fucceed  Meffieun  J- 
Tourneur  and  Maret,  and  empowering  them  to  continue  tl 
negotiation  with  me,  one  of  them  began,  by  making  the  ftrong* 
affurances  of  the  fincere  defire  entertained  by  the  Direflory  C 
peace.  He  obferved,  that  if  this  defire  had  manifefted  itfclf 
ftrongly,  at  a  moment  when  the  two  great  authorities  of  the  coun^ 
were  at  variance,  it  muft  naturally  become  ftronger,  and 
exerted  with  more  effe<3,  when  all  fpirit  of  divifion  was  ft» 
prefled,  and  when  the  government  was  ftrengthened  by  the  perfc 
concord  which  now  reigns  between  all  its  branches  :  that  the  fi 
and  moft  material  point  to  be  afcertained  in  every  negotiation  v* 
the  extent  of  the  full  powers  with  which  the  negotiators  are  ve(te 
that  I  ftiould  find  theirs  to  be  very  ample ;  and  that,  as  it  v* 
necefTary  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  difcuflions  that  mine  fhould 
ec^^ly  fo,  they  had  it  in  command  to  prefent  a  note,  the  obj* 
^^HB|i  w^s#to  inquire,  whether  I  was  authorized  to  treat 
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tie  principle  of  a  general  reftitution.of  every  poflcflion  remaining* 
in  his  Majefty's  hands,  not  only  belonging  to  ihem,  but  to  their 
allies ;  that  1  was  not  unacquainted  with  their  laws  and  with  their 
treaties ;  that  a  great  country  could  not,  on  any  occafion,  aft  in 
contradiction  to  them  ;  and  that,  aware  as  I  mud  be  of  this,  I 
could  not  but  expect  the  queition  contained  in  the  note,  neither: 
could  I  conflder  the  requifition  of  an  explicit  anfwer,  previous  to 
entering  upon  the  negotiation,  as  arifing  from  ony  other  motive, 
tha»  that  of  the  moft  perfect  vyifli,  on  the  part  of  the  Directory, 
to  bring  it  to  a  fuccefsful,  and,  above  all,  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

I.  replied,  that  if  after  what  1  heard  I  could  allow  myfelf  to 
hope  for.  fuch  an  event  as  he  feemed  to  think  probable,  or  give 
ajay  credit  to  the  pacific  difpofitions  he  announced  on.  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  fuch  hope  mult  arife  folely  from  the  con- 
fidence I  might  place  in  his  aiTu ranees ;  fince  the  meafure  itfelf 
sow  adopted  by  the  Directory  was  certainly  calculated  to  make  a. 
.  direfily  contrary  im  pre  (lion  on  my  mind  ;  that  I  could  not  con- 
ceal from  him,  that  far  from  expecting  fuch  a  queftion,  its  being 
now  put  furprifed  me  beyond  meafure,  and  ftill  more  fo,  when 
frona.  his  comment  upon  it  I  was.  to  infer,  that  he  wifhed  me  to. 
CQufidgr  it  as  tending  to  promote  a  fpeedy  pacification  ;  that  the 
queftion;  expreffed  in  the  note  he  had  delivered  (for  he  had  given  it 
to  me,  and  I  had  read  it  over  as  he  ended  his  fpeech),  was.  word 
for  word  the  fame  as  that  put  to  me  by  his  predecefibrs,  fo  long 
*g9  as  the  14th  July:  that  on  the   15th  I  had,  from  my  own 
Whority,  given  an  anfwer,  and  that  this  anfwer  I  confirmed 
fully  and  diftin&ly  by  order  of  my  court  on  the  24th  July  ;  that 
*uefc  notes  had  to  the  prefent  hour  remained  unnoticed,  and  a 
<Way  of  two  months  had  occurred  ;*  that  the  reafons  affigncd  for 
this  delay  were,  as  I  was  repeatedly  told,  a.  decided  refolution  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government  to  liften  to  the   reafonable 
Pfopofajs  made  by  his  Majefty  ;  but  that  being  bound  by  their 
cn&agements  with  the  court  of  Madrid  and  the  Batavian  republic, 
*Bd.  wifhing  to  treat  their  allies  with  due  confidcraiion,*they  were 
dpfirous  0f  confulting  with  them  previous  to  any  pofitive  declara- 
^°n,  and  obtaining  from  them  a  voluntary  releafe  from  thofe 
*fiS*gcments,    fufficient  to  enable  the   French   plenipotentiaries 
^rc  to  admit  the  bafis  his  Majefty  had  eftabliihed,  and  to  ground 
011  it  all  future  dkfeuflions  which  might  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the 
J^gotiation  ;  that  if  he  had  read  over  the  papers  left,  undoubtedly, 
ln  his  pofleffion  by  his  predecefibrs,  he  would  find  what  I  dated  to  be 
"ri£Uy  true  ;  and  that  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  difficult  to  account 
tor  my  furprife,  when,  after  being  told  that  he  and  his  colleague 
Were;  to  take  up  the  negotiation  precifely  where  they  found  it,  it 
n°w  became  evident  that  it  was  to  be  flung  back  to  the  very 
poixn  from  which  we  ftarte<}>  arid  flung  back  in  a  way  which 
1  feemed 
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feemcd    to  threaten  a  conclufion  very  different    from  that  he 
foretold 

I  (hall   not  attempt  to  follow  the  French  mlntfier  through  the 
very  elaborate  and  certainly  able  fpeech  he  made  in  reply,  with 
a  view  to  convince  me,  that  the  inquiry  into  the  extent  of  my  fall 
powers  was  the  ftrgngeft  proof  the  Directory  could  furniQi  of 
their  pacific  intention,  and  the  (horteft  road  they  could  take  to 
accomplifh  the  defired  end.     It  was  in  order  to  give  activity  to 
the  negotiation   (acl)ver  was  his  word),  and  to  prevent  its  ftagj- 
nating,  that   this  demand  was  made  fo  fpecifically ;  and  he  in- 
timated to  me,  that  it  was  impofliblc  for  the  Direftory  to  proceed 
till  a  full  and  fatisfaclory  anfwer  had  been  given  to  it.     I  inter-  . 
rupted  him  here,  by  faying,  their  manner  of  aft ing  appeared  to 
me  calculated  to  decide  the  negotiation  at  once,  not  to  give,  it 
activity,  fincc  it  muft  be  known,  I  could  not  have  powers  of  the 
description   he  alluded  to ;  and  even  fuppofing  I  had,  the  admit-' 
ting  it  would  be  in  fa£t  neither  more  or  lefs  than  a  completed 
avowal  of  the  principle  itfelf,  which  once  agreed  on,  nothing 
would  be  left  to  negotiate  about.     The  other  French  plenipotentiary. 
interpofed  here,  by  faying,  that  would  not  be  the  cafe  ;  manyarticks 
would  fl  ill  remain  to  be  propofedy  and  many  points  for  important  dtp-' 
cuffton.     I  faid,  every  word  I  heard  fecmed  to  prefent  frefli  diffi- 
culties.    Without  replying  to  me,  the -firfi  mentioned  minifler  vtcnt 
on  by  endcavpuring  to  prove,  that  the  avowal  of  having  powers 
to  a  certain  extent,  did  not  imply  the  neceflity  of  exercifing  them  t 
that  it  was  the  avowal  alone  for  which  they  contended,  in  order  to 
determine  at  once  the  form  the  negotiation  was  to  take  ;  that  the 
note,  and  the  time  prefcribed  in  it,- were  in  confequence  of  the 
mod  polltive  orders  from  the  Directory  ;  and  that  if  I  drew  froiw 
it  a  conclufion  different  from  the  aflRirances  they  had  made  me  i*1 
the  name  of  the  Directory,  I  did  not  make  the  true  Inference* 
I  replied,    that  although  the  prefcribing  the  day  on  which  'fiH* 
queftion  was  put  to  me  as  the  term  within  which  I  was  to  givenr*J 
anfwer  to  it,  was  both  a  very  unufual  and  abrupt   mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, yet  as  a  day  was  much  more  than  fufficient  for  the  p**^' 
pofe,  I   ihould  forbear  making  any   particular  remark  on  ttais 
circumftance :  that  as  to   the  inference  to  be  drawn   from  tlic 
pofitive  manner  in  which  they  appeared  to  maintain  the  quefti°n 
put  to  me,  I  really  could  not  make  it  different  from  that  I  h^ 
already  expreffed  :  that  the  reverting,  after  an  interval  of  t***0 
months,  to  a  queftion  already  anfwered,  and  which  queftion  i*1- 
volvcd  the  fate  of  the  negotiation,  certainly  could  not  be  coi**^ 
dered  as  wearing  a  very  conciliatory  appearance :  that  in  reg^^ 
to  my  anf\ver,  it  could  not  be  different  from  that  I  had  gi^^n 
before  :  that  my  full  powers,  which  were  in  their  hands,  wer^_  *s 
extgnfive  as  any  could  be,  and  it  did  not  depend  on  me  to  g*  v 
tj0^BPe  0I  ^s  latitude  ;  but  that  in  fact  their  queftion  went  %r%<t 
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ie  extent  of  my  full  powers,  but  to  require  of  me  to  declare 
nature  of  ray  inftru&ions;  and  on  this  point  they  certainly 
Id  forgive  me,  if  I  did  not  fpeak  our,  till  fuch  time  as  the 
jmftances  of  the  negotiation  called  upon  me  to  do  it. 
7a  French  mtnijier  ftrove  to  prove  to  me,  what  he  had  before 
iipted,  that  the  claiming  a  right  of  inquiry  into  the  nature  of 
lifcretionary  authority  confided  in  a  minifter,  by  ,no  means 
lied  an  intention  of  requiring  of  him  to  a&  up  to  it  to  its 
eft  limits.  I  obferved,  if  no  fuch  intention  exifted,  why 
tute  the  inquiry?,  and  if  it  did  not  exiflr,  why  not  fay  fo  at 
5> — He  faid/ What  we  now  afk  is  little  more  than  a  matter  of 
n;  when  you  have  given  us  your  anfwer,  we, (hall  follow  it 
>y  another  ftep,  which  we  are  ordered  ,to  take.  I  faid,  my  an* 
r  was  given  two  months  ago ;  that,  although  I  was  ready  to 
t  it  them  again,  and  in  writing,  as  one  to  their  note,  yet,  as 
3uid  not  be  different,  I  did  not  fee  why  they  fhould  not  proceed 
nediately  to  the  other  ftep,  .by  which  I  was  told  the  queftion 
i  to  be  followed  up.  It  would  be  premature,  faid  the  French 
ifter ;  but  in  drawing  up  your  anfwer,  do  not  forget  the  force 
\t  arguments  I  have  ufed,  or  in  your  report  to  your  court,  the 
ranees  we  have  given  of  the  earneil  wifh  of  the  Dire&ory  to 
ninate  the  war. 

replied,  that  I  ft  ill  rnuft  maintain,  that,  from  the  manner 
frhich  they  thought  proper  to  define  full  pewers,  1  could  fee  no 
inftion  between  acknowledging  the  power  and  admitting  the 
iclple ;  and  that  the  queftion  itfelf  could  not  be  put  with  any 
er  intention  (your  Lordfhip  will  obferve,  from  the  fubfequent 
es  which  paffed  between  us,  that  I  was  perfe&ly  grounded  in 
taflertion)  ;  that  in  my  reports,  they  might  be  fully  allured  I 
uld  aft  up  to  that  conciliatory  fpirit,  which,  from  the  earlicft 
iod  of  the  negotiation,  had  always  decided  my  conduit  ;  and 
•,  inaufpicious  as  appearances  were,  I  certainly  would  be 
•ful  not  to  make  them  look  hojiile.     At  the  word  hoftile,  both 

French  plenipotentiaries  were  moft  warm  in  their  protefta- 
t,  that  nothing  could  be  lefs  fo ;  that  the  idea  of  the  nego- 
oin  breaking  off  was  as  far  from  their  thoughts  as  from  their 
ics.  I  faid,  that  although  1  heard  this  with  pleafure,  yet  I 
d  not  avoid  adverting  to  fads  ;  and  that,  when  inftead  of  an 
Per,  and  the  favourable  anfwer  which  I  had  every  reafon  to 
•&9l  received  only  the  repetition  of  a  demand,  which  had  beea 
idy  fatisfied  two  months  ago  ;  I  certainly  could  not  think  this 
od  omen.  If  it  did  not  bod?  an  immediate  rupture  of  the 
ty,  it  afluredly  did  not  announce  a  near  and  fuccefsful  teijr 
ation  of  it.  The  above-mentioned  minijier  perfifted  I  was  mif- 
n ;  that  the  bufinefs  would  end  fpeedily  ;  that  fpeed  was  their 
■  *  and  fpeed  with  peace  for  its  objedt. 
*n  breaking  up  our  conference,  I   faid*  that  I  took,  it  for 

4  '""*" 
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granted  we  ftiould  meet  again  at  the  \ifual  hour  dn  Sunday.    Ht 
faid,  that  it  perhaps  might  not   be  neceflary,  b»t  that «they  cer- 
tainly would  let  me  know  in  time  ;  and  this  conveyed  to  me  tke 
firft  idea  of  what  has  fince  taken  place. 

I  enelofe  your  Lordfliip  the  Note  A,  I  received  in  this  eoa- 
Terence  from  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  and  the  anfwer  B* 
which  I  made  to  it  yefterday  morning  at  10  A*  M. 

At  6  P.  M.  the  note  C  was  tranfmitted  to  me;  to  which  dl 
.  8  P.  M.  I  returned  the  anfwer  D,  by  Mr.  Rofs,  whom  I  fait  ik 
order  that  he  might  bring  me  the  paflTports  J  afked  for;  but*t  % 
quarter  before  io  P.  M.  M.  Derche,  fecretary  of  the  Ffoncl 
legation,  delivered  to  me  the  paper  marked  £  ;  and  thismofnimj 
-at  9  A.  M.  I  replied  by  the  note  F,  which  immediately  produce* 
that  marked  G. 

The  notes  fent  me  by  the  French  plenipotentiaries  fpeak  'to 
themfelves;  and  it  is  urmeceflary  to  enter  into  any  reflections  afl 
them.  I  am  willing  to  hope  that  the  anfwers  I  have  made  We **■> 
fuch  as  became  the  fituation  in  which  I  ftand,  the  importance  <& 
the  caufc  entrufted  to  me,  and  the  fteady  but  fern pe rate  condmfi 
which  the  fpirit  of  my  inftruftions  enjoin  me  to  hold. 

It  was  my  wifli  to  give  every  opening  to  the  French  plfcmpc 
tentiaries  to  recall  the  violent  ftcp  they  had  taken;  -arid,  -■! 
poflible,  to  convince  them  of  its  extreme  impropriety.  And  i 
was  with  this  view,  and  with  a  mod  anxious  defire  not  to  excltid 
-all  hope  of  the  rcftoration  of  peace,  that  I  determined  on  fug 
gefting  the  idea  of  our  meeting  once  more  before  [  left  Lifle. 

This  meeting  took  place  to-day  at  noon  :  I  opened  it  by  ot* 
!ferving,  that  the  feveral  notes  they  had  received  from  me,  fir»c< 
the  preceding  evening,  had  been  too  exprellive  of  the  furprife  ; 
felt  at  the  meafurc  the  Directory  had  thought  proper  to  adopt,  t* 
make  it  neceflary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  this  conference 
and  indeed,  my  fole  motive  for  fuggefting  that  it  might  be  for  ot* 
mutual  fatisfacYion  that  it  fhould  be  held,  was,  becaiife  tli* 
meafure  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  fuch  direct  contradiction  to  th 
very  ftrong  afluranccs  1  had  fo  conftantly  and  repeatedly  he»r 
from  them,  and  to  the  pacific  intentions  with  which  they  declar^ 
•they  were  fent,  that  it  was  my  earncit  wifli  (before  I  confider^ 
their  conduct  as  forcing  me  to  a -ftcp  which  mud  fo  materia.l][ 
affect  the  fuccefb  of  the  negotiation)  to  be  perfectly  cert3.* 
■that  I  nnderftood  clearly  and  diftinctly  the  precife  meaning  '* 
their  official  notes.  On  their  admitting  that  nothing  could  * 
more  reasonable  than  that  I  fhould,  on  fo  important  a  point,  f* 
•quire  explanation,  or  more  fat'rsfactory  to  them  than  to  gives  _ 
me  (as  far  as  lay  in  their  power),  T  proceeded  by  faying,  that  " 
appeared  to  me  that  I  was  called  upon  to  produce  immediate 
xi^^HLpowers,  or  rather  my  inftrtictions  (for  however  differ^1 
tol^Kte  in  thcmfelves,  in  their  demand  they  feemed  conftar*' 
*v*^"L  blende^ 
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.   ^fended),  and  that  if  either  I  refufed  to  content  to  this,  or  if  on 

ionfenting  to  it,  it  was  found  that  I  was  not  authorized  .to  treat 

0D   the  principle  they  laid  down,  1  was  then  in  the  fpace  of 

twenty-four  hours  to  leave  Lifle,  and  return  to  my  court  ;  and 

that  I  was  required  to  obtain  full  authority  to  admit  this  principle, 

jf  it    was  withed  the  negotiation  mould  proceed.     This  I  faid 

appeared  to  me  to  he  the  evident  fenfe  of  the  notes,  and  I  begged 

to  know  whether  I  had  miftaken  it  or  not.     One  of  the  French 

fbnifotentiariis  faid,  "  You  have  underftood  it  exa&ly  ;  I  hope 

you  equally  underftand  the  intention  of  the  French  government, 

which  is  to  accelerate  peace  by  removing  every  obftacle  which 

flands  in  its  way/' 

I  replied,  that  having  now  no  doubt  left  on  my  mind  as  to  their 

«»<S  meaning,  and  being  quite  fure  notwithftanding  the  obferva- 

tior*    they  haa  made,  que  f  avals  Jaifi  la  veritable  intention  de  leur 

mt*9  it  would,  I  teared,  be  a   very  unprofitable  employment  of 

our   time,  to  argue  either  on  the  nature  of  the  principle  they 

tanounced  as  a  Jine  qua  non>  to  even  a  preliminary  difcuflion,  or 

W*     the  extreme  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  peremptory  demand 

With  which  they  opened  their  miffion,  to  the  pacific  profeffions 

thflfct  accompanied  it ;  that  if  they  were  determined  to  perfift  in 

this  demand,  it  was  much  better  to  avoid  all  ufelefs  altercation  ; 

tad  nothing  in  that  cafe  remained  for  me  to  do,  but  to  a(k  for 

my  paflports,  and  to  fignify  to  them  my  intention   of  leaving 

France  at  an  early  hour  the  next  morning.     They  faid,  they  had 

their  hands  tjed  by  an  arrete  of  the  Dire£lory,and  were  bound  to  ob- 

ferve  the  conduct  they  had  followed  by  the  raoft  pofitive  orders  ; 

and  although  we  remained  together  fomc  time  longer,  not  a  hint 

dropped  from  them  expreflive  of  a  wifh,  that  inftead  of  going 

myfelf  for  new  inftru&ions,  I  mould  either  write  for  them  by  a 

"n^flenger,  .or  obtain  them  by  fending  to  England  one  of  the 

gentlemen  who  are"  with  me.     I  endeavoured  by  every  indirect 

Weans  to  fugged  to  them  the  neccflity  of  adopting  fome  fuch 

Modification,  if  they  meant  that  their  wilhes  for  peace,  in  the 

^Predion  of  which  they  were  this  morning  more  eager  than  ever, 

■r*°uld  meet  with  the  flighted  degree  of  credit :  I  again  brought 

*°  their  recolle&ion,  that  I  was  authorized  to  receive  ariy  proposal, 

^y  contre-projet  they  tendered  to  me,  but  that  they  muft  be 

'^are  that  it  was  not  pollible  for  me  to  alter  the  orders  I  had 

££ceived,  or  to-aflume  an  authority  with  which  I  was  not  inverted. 

*  dwelt  particularly  and  repeatedly  on  my  being  competent  to  take 

***y  thing  they  faid  for  reference  ;  but  this  availing  nothing,  except 

r*Mring  from  one  of  theni  a  remark,  that  the  full  powers  which 

*J**horized  a  minifter  to  hear  propofals,  were  widely  different  frpra 

-P°le  which  would  enable  him  to  accede  to  them  ;  and  that  itAvas 

^h  fiill  powers  that  the  Dire"Sory  required  me  to  folicit.      , 

An  eafy  anfwer  prefented  itfelf  to  this-mode-of  reafofting  \  but 

"Vol.  VI.  LI  \te« 
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•  •  •  *  ■      • 

I  faw  no  advantage  to  be  derived  from  prolonging  a  converfation, 
which,  after  the  pofitive  declaration  they  had  made,  could  lead 
to  nothing:  I  thereiore  ended  the  conference,  by  declaring  my 
resolution  to  begin  my  journey  ar  a  very  early  hour  the  next 
morning,  and  by  faying,  that  immediately  on  my  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, I  would  make  an  ex  aft  report  of  every  thing  that  had  paffed 
lince  their  arrival. 

I  truii,  my  Lord,  I  fhall  not  incur  cenfnre  for  having  de- 
clined to  offer  in  diftindt  terms  to  wait  at  Liflc,  till  I  could  know 
his  Mujelty's  pleafure  on  the  peremptory  propofal  made  to  me ; 
but  when  1  cohfidcrcd  the  nature  of  the  propofal  itfelf,  the 
avowal  that  this  ivould  not  be  the  lajl>  nor  perhaps  the  mod  humi- 
liating, condition  required  of  us,  and  the  imperious  ftyle  with 
which  I  was  enjoined  to  depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  it  was 
utterly  in.poflible  for  me  to  aflume  n  language,  or  affc£fc  a  manner, 
that  could  be  interpreted  into  folicitation  or  entreaty  :  I  felt  my- 
felf  called  upon  to  treat  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  proceed- 
ing with  calmncfs  and  temper  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  deep  and 
poignant  concern  1  mull  feel  at  an  event,  which  I  fear  will 
remove  ill  probability  of  an  immediate  pacification,  I  truft,  that  in 
the  expreilion  of  this  fentiment,  1  have  not  r.fed  a  language  unbe- 
coming the  charader  with  which  I  am  in  veiled,  or  the  greatnefs  ' 
of  the  fovercign  and  country,  whofe  dignity  and  interefts  it  is  my 
primary  duty  to  confult  and  to  maintain, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

With  great  refpefl,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordiliip's  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Malmesbury, 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grcnville* 


No.  43.    A. 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmejhury* 

THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiaries  of  the   French 
republic,  commiilioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  the 
honour  to  affure  Lord  Malmefbury,  miniller  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  that  the   French  government    wifhes   as 
lincerely,  as  ilrongly  as  ever,  a  peace,  defired  by  the  two  na- 
tions: but,  unable  to  conclude  any  other  peace  than  fuch  a  one 
as   is  founded  on  the   laws  and  on  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
French  republic,  perfuaded  that,  to  arrive  at  this  end,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to   explain  itfelf  with  entire  franknefs,  and   defirous  of 
giving  to  the  negotiation  the  greatefl  rapidity,  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory has  exprefsly  charged  the  underfigned  to  demand  of  Lord 
Malmefbury,  whether  he  has  fufficient  powers  for  reiioring,  in 
tl;e  treaty  which  may  be  concluded*  to  the  French  republic  ^n4 

tQ 
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to  its  allies,  all  the  pofleflions  which,  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  have  patted  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh. 

The  underfigned  are  equally  charged  by  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory to  demand  from  Lord  Malmefbury  an  anfwer  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day.  They  requeft  him  to  accept  the  affurances  of  their 
high  confide  rat  ion. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Lifle,  20  Fruclidor,  BONNIER. 

5/A  Tear  of  the  Republic. 
(Sept.  15,   1797.) 

By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic,  the  Sec.  Gen, 

Derche. 


No.  44.    B. 
Note  from  Lord  Malmcjhury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  underfigned  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  receives  with  great  fatisfa&ion  the  expreflion  of  the  fincere 
defire  for  peace,  which  the  minifters  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
French  republic  announced  to  him  yeflerday  in  the  name  of 
their  government.  He  has  the  honour  to  allure  them  that  the 
King  his  mailer  is  animated  with  the  fame  defire,  and  has  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  queftion  which  the  minifters  plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  republic  addrefled  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  con-  N 
cerning  the  extent  of  his  full  powers,  he  confiders  himfelf  as 
having  already  given  the  mod  unequivocal  anfwer  upon  this  fub- 
je£t,  in  the  two  notes  which  he  delivered  to  their  predeceffors  on 
the  1 5th  .and  24th  of  July. 

Hdfwever,  to  avoid  all  mifunderftanding,  he  renews  the  decla- 
ration which  he  made  yefterday;  that  is  to  fay,  that  he  neither 
can  nor  ought  to  treat  upon  any  other  principle  than  that  of  com- 
penfations;  a  principle  which  has  been  formally  recognifed  as 
the  baiis  of  a  treaty  equally  juft,  honourable,  and  advantageous 
to  the  two  powers. 

Lord  Malmefbury  requefts  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  to  accept  the  affurances  of  his  high  confidera- 
tion. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury.- 

Lijle,  Saturday 9  16th  September,  1797, 

10  A.  M. 
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No.  45.  C. 
Nod/rim  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  U  Lord  Mufmejkury* 

THE  miniftcrs  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  republic,  coin? 
miflioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  anfwer  of  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the 
note  which  was  prefented  to  him  in  the  conference  of  yefterday* 

It  appears  from  this  anfwer,  and  from  the  two  note's  of  the    , 
15th  and  24th  of  July,  to  which  it  refers,  that  Lord  Malmefbury  * 
has  not  powers  for  agreeing  to  the  reftitution  of  all  the  poffeffions  - 
which  his  Britannic  Majefty  occupies,  whether  from  the  French 
republic  or  from  its  allies. 

In  confequence,  while  they  reiterate  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the 
mod  pofitive  afturances  of  the  fentiments  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, the  underfigned  apprife  him  of  a  decree  of  the  Executive 
Direflory,  which  fignifies  that,  in  cafe  Lord  Malmefbury  (hall 
declare  hjmfelf  not  to  have  the  neceiTary  powers  for  agreeing  to 
all  the  refiiiutions  which  the  laws  and  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
French  republic,  make  indifpenfable,  he  fhalj  be  to  return,  ul  . 
four  and  twenty  hours,  to  his  court,  to  afk  for  fufficient  powers. 
Lord  Malmefbury  can  fee  in  this  determination  of  the  Executife 
pire&ory  nothing  elfe  than  an  intention  to  haften  the  moment 
when  the  negotiation  may  be  followed  up  with  the  certainty  <*f  a 
fpeedy  conclufion. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  republic  ie- 
queft  Lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  aflurances  of  their  high 
consideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Lif!e9  30  Frufttdor,  BonnieRm. 

5/ A  Tear  of  the  Republic. 
(Sept.  16,  1797.} 

By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 

Derche. 


No.  46.    D. 
Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries* 

THE  underfigned  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
this  day,  which  has  been  fent  him  by  the  minifters  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  French  republic. 

Whatever  regret  he  may  experience  at  feeing  the  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  conciliation  thus  deftroyed,  he  can  return  no  other  anfwer 

4  to 


*©  a -refufal  fo  abfolute  to  continue  the  negotiation  on  grounds 
■which  appeared  to  have  been  already  agreed  upon,  than  by  'de- 
manding the  neceflary  paflports  for  himfelf  and  his  fuite,  in  order 
-that  they  may  fet  off  within  the  four  and  twenty  hours,  and  re- 
^urn  immediately  to  England. 

He  requefts  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  tc- 
public  to  accept  the  aiTurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Life,  Saturday,  16th  September,  %  P.M. 


No.  47.   E. 
Mete  frm  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mdlmeflury. 

THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 

{pt?lic,  commiftioned  to  treat  of'  peace  with  England,  have  the 
QPQtir  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Malmefbury's  anfwer 
tp  the  note  which  they  addreffed  to  him  this  day. 

They  think  it  right  to  obferve  to  him,  that  he  does  not  appear 
iO  have  feized  the  real  meaning  of  their  note ;  that  it  by  no  means 
<(QPtains  refufal  to  continue  the  negotiations,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  means  for  giving  them  aftivity,  and  for  following  them 
Up  with  a  fuccrefs,  no  lefs  defirable  to  the  two  nations,  than  it 
wwld  be  flattering  to  the  minifters  charged  with  the  conduct  of 
them. 

The  French  government  is  to  fat  from  entertaining  themten- 
*tum*  which  the  note  of  Lord  Malmefbury  appears  to  impute  to 
ihem,  that  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
tuwe  received  no  order  to  quit  Lifle,  after  the  departure  of  the 
inuuftcr  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  requeft 
JU*r4  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  aiTurances  of  their  high  confi- 
Jeration. 

(Signed)  Treilharcu 

Bonnier. 
By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary* 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation.       ,, 
^ifo,  30  FrucHdor,  $th  Zear  DerCHE. 

of  the  French  Republic. 

fSspt.  16,  1797-) 


Hal 
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No.  48.     F. 

Note  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries* 

THE  underfigtied  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty 'has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  trans- 
mitted to  him  yefterday,  through  the /hands  of  the  Secretary  ge- 
neral of  their  legation.  He  thinks  he  cannot  anfwer  it  better 
than  by  Submitting  to  them  in  his  turn  the  following  observa- 
tions: 

That  having  already,  by  his  note,  dated  July  24,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  the  exprefs  orders  of  his  court,  given  an  anfwer  to  the 
queftion  which  is  now  fo  unexpectedly  renewed,  a  queftion,  that 
in  appearance  relates  folely  to  the  limits  of  his  full  powers 
.(which  are  in  the  mod  ample  form),  but  which  does  in  faft  re- 
quire a  declaration  of  the  whole  extent  of  his  inftru&ions ;  and 
not  being  authorized  to  quit  the  place  of  his  destination  without 
the  exprefs  orders  of  the  King  his  mafter,  in  any  cafe  except 
that  of  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation  ;  he  could  not  help  consi- 
dering a. note  enjoining  him,  in  confequence  of  a  decree  of  the 
Executive  Directory,  to  return  to  his  court  in  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  as  ill  calculated  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of 
peace:  neverthelefs,  to  anfwer  the  aflurances  of  the  minifters 
plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  and  to  teftify  his  defire 
to  feize  their  real  meaning  with  refpect  to  which  he  fhould  be 
very  forry  to  deceive  himfelf,  he.  thinks  that  it  would  be  more 
fctisfa&ory  to  meet  once  more ;  and  if  the  minifters  plenipoten- 
tiary, of  the  French  republic  fhould  be  of  the  fame  opinion, 
Lord  Malmefbury  would  propofe  that  this  meeting  fhould  take 
place  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual,  in  order  that  he  may  have  time 
to  take  fuch  fteps  as  the  refult  of  their  conferences  may  render. 
neceflary.  He  defires  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic  to  accept  the  aflu ranees  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury^ 

Life,  Sunday ,  Sept.  17,   1797.  1 


No.  49.    G. 

Nate  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmejbitry*  x 

THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic,  commiflioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have 
the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britarnic  Majefty  has  tranfmit- 
ted  to  them  this  morning.    Referring  to  the  notes  addrefled  to 

Lord 
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Lord  Malmefbury  on  the  29th  and  30th  Fruflidor,  and  efpeciatljr 
to  the  firft  of  yefterday,  they  agree  to  the  meeting  which  Lord 
Malmefbury  appears  to  defire,  and  propofe  the  hour  of  noon. 

They  rcquefl  Lord    Malmefbury  to  accept   the  affurances  of 
their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

LiJIe,   ift  Complementary  Day, 
3/A  Hear  of  the  French  Republic. 

fij  Sept.  1797.)  Hy  the  Minifters  Plenipoteniaiyf 

the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation.    9 

Derche* 


No.  50. 


Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbury ',  dated  Downing 

Street,  Sept.  22,   1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  his  Majefty  your 
Lordfhip's  difpatchcs,  in  which  you  have  given  an  account  of  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  new  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Frenck 
republic,  of  the  anfwers  given  by  your  Lordfliip  to  their  unjufti- 
fiable  demand,  and  of  your  confequent  departure  from  Lifle. 

I  have  the  fatisfa£lion  to  be  able  to  allure  your  Lord/hip  that 
his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  entire  approbation 
of  your  Lordfhip's  judicious  and  temperate  conduct  in  the  un- 
precedented fituation  in  which  you  were  placed,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  you  expreffed  yourfelf,  both  in  your  official 
notes,  and  in  your  converfations  with  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries, as  well  as  of  that  in  which  you  have  conducted  yourfelf 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  which  feems  too 
likely  to  be  now  brought  to  its  clofe. 

As  it  appears,  however,  that  fome  further  anfwer  will  pro* 
bably  be  expefted  by  the  French  government  to  their  late  extra- 
ordinary demand,  notwithftanding  the  full  and  conclufive  reply 
given  in  your  Lordfhip's  notes,  I  have  received  the  King's  com- 
mands to  tranfmit  to  you  the  enclofed  draft  of  a  note,  which  it  is 
}iis  Majefty's  pleafure  that  your  Lord/hip  fhould  tranfmit  to  the 
plenipotentiaries  at  Lifle,  by  a  meflenger  whom  I  fhall  direft  to 
|>e  in  readinefs  for  that  purpofe. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

Jligbf  Honourable  Lord  Malmefbury. 


Tfc*. 


(    *64    ) 

No.  5r. 
Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries* 

THE  nnderfigned  minifter  plenipotentiary   of  his  Britannic    ■■„ 
Majefty  has  rendered  to  his  court  a  faithful  account  of  the  cir-     |r 
cumftances  that  have  interrupted  the  exercife  of  thofe  important 
functions  which  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  entruft  to  him. 
His  Majefty  has  deigned  to  honour  with  his  entire  approbation 
the  anfwers  which  the  undcrfigncd  has  already  made  to  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unexpected  demands  which  the  new  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  republic  addrefled  to  him  immediately  upon  their 
arrival  at  Li  fie. 

But,  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt  refpccYing  the  nature  and  objeft 
of  this  demand,  the  underfigned  has  been  exprefsly  ordered  to  de- 
clare, in  the  name  of  his  court, 

1.  That  the  full  powers  with  which  his  Majefty  hadtttought 
proper  to  furnifh  him  for  negotiating  and  concluding  a  treaty  of 
peace,  are  conceived  and  cxprefied  in  the  moft  ample  form,  au- 
thorizing the  underfigned  fully,  and  without  rcferve,  to  £gn  any 
treaty  upon  which  he  might  agree  with  the  French  plenipotenti- 
aries, whatever  its  nature  or  conditions  might  be ;  conforming 
himfelf  in  all  cafes  to  the  inftruclions  which  he  might  receive 
from  his  court, 

2.  That  thefe  full  powers  have  been  received  and  reepgnife** 
as  fufficient,  as  well  by  the  plenipotentiaries  with  whom  he  \&S 
hitherto  treated,  as  by  the  Directory  thcmfelves,  and  that  there 
is  confequently  no  room  for  any  new  difcuffion  upon  a  fubjecj 
which  has  already  been  clofed  by  common  agreement,  and  whicl» 
moreover  is  not  liable  to  any  doubt  or  difficulty  whatever  ;  every 
thing  which  has  been  done  hitherto  upon  this  fubject,  being  en- 
tirely conformable  to  cuftoms  long  cllabliihed  and  recognifed  t>3f 
all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

3.  That  the   demand  of  the    Directory  therefore,  in  reality* 
refers  not  to  the  full  powers  of  the  underfigned,  but  to  the  exte*** 
of  his  inftructions,  of  which  the  Directory  could  not,  under  a**  J 
circumftances,  require  any  communication,  further  than  as  tt^c 
underfigned  himfelf  might  judge  fuch  a  communication  cond 
cive  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation;  and  that  very  far  from  to 
ing  in  actuation  to  be  called  upon  for  any  new  explanations  wh* 
ever,  the  underfigned  had  every  reafon  to  expect,  from  the    i'^3" 

feated   communications  which  had    been    made   to  him  by    ^^^ 
rench  plenipotentiaries,  that  he  mould  immediately  receive 
contre-projet,  of  a  nature  to  facilitate  the  further  progrefs  of    x  *l< 
negotiation    which    had    been   fufpended   for    more    than    *■ 
months. 


(  *$  )  .   ■ 

|.  That  the  court  of  London  had  good  reafon  to  be  (till  more 
tamifhed  at  the  fubftance  of  the  new  demand  made  to  the  un- 
erfigned  ;  a  demand  relating  to  preliminary  conditions  which  had 
ready  been  rejected  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  negotia- 
3H,  and  from  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  had  in  effe& 
parted,  by  a  formal  notification  of  the  me  a  fu  res  which  the  Di- 
ifcory  were  in  confequence  taking  for  thepurpofe  of  coming  to 
nc  arrangement  with  their  allies, 
£•  That  it  is  therefore  only  by  confenting  to  treat  upon  the  ba* 

of  the  projeft,  detailed  with  fo  much  opennefs,  which  was 
fenteti  by  the  underfigned  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  af  Liile, 
by  returning  a  contre  projet  of  a  conciliatory  nature,  agreeably 
The  afliirances  which  he  received  fo  long  ago,  that  it  appears 
EEble  to  continue  the  negotiation,  which  the  plenipotentiaries 
re  fo  ftrongly  allured  him  that  the  Direflory  did  not  wifli  to 
:ak  off,  notwithstanding  the  meafures  lately  adopted  with  re- 
r  A  to  him  :  a  meafure  which  the  underfigned  forbears  to  charac- 
ixe,  but  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  in  this  country  the  im- 
sffion  of  a  difpofition  by  no  means  pacific  on  the  part  of  the 
iie&ory.. 

The  underfigned  is  dire&ed  to  add,  that  his  Majefty  would  fee- 
.tfc  real  regret  the  certainty  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  difpofi- 
md,  fo  little  compatible  with  the  ardent  defire  with  which  he  is 
imated  to  reftore  peace  to  the  two  nations ;  but  that  if,  without 
iV&g  himfelf  contributed  to  it  on  his  part,  he  jhould  again  find 
nofclf  under  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war,  he  will  con- 
i&  himfelf  upon  every  occafion  agreeably  to  the  fame  principles* 
fag  every  thing  which  can  depend  upon  him  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ent  of  peace,  but  peYfifting  to  defend,  with  an  unshaken  firmf 
6,  the  dignity  of  his  crown  and  the  interefts  of  his  people. 
The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  requefts 
*  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  to  accept  the 
France  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

London, 

ZLZdof  September ,  1797. 


No.  52. 
Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmejlury. 

X*HE  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  com- 
OBoned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  received  th$ 
t«,  dated  from  London,  which  has  been  brought  to  them  by 
extraordinary  meflenger  from  Lord  Malmefbury.  They  havf 
•  honour  to  anfwer  to  him,  that  their  note  of  the  29th  Frufli* 
r,  to  which  they  refer,  offered  the  double  aiTurahce  of  the  fet- 
"V01.  VI.  M  m  *X-A 
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tied  intention  of  the  French  government  to  continue  the  negoti. 
ations  for  peace,  and  of  its  con  ft  ant  determination  not  to  agree  to 
any  other  conditions  than  fuch  as  are  compatible  with  the  dignity 
of  the  French  republic. 

A  peace,  of  which  the  bafis  (hould  be  contrary  to  the  laws,  or 
to  the  engagements  taken  with  its  allies,  would  never  fatisfy  the 
hopes  of  the  nation.     It  is  a  point  from  which  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory has  never  departed,  and  upon  which  its  fentiments  have 
never  varied. 

Lord  Malmefbury  having  formally  declared  in  his  notes  of  tVic 
15th  and  24th  of  July,,  and    in  the  lad  inftance  in  thatoftKe 
17th  September,  that  he  had  not  the  powers  neceflary  for  reftor- 
ing  the  Dutch  and  Spanifti  pofleflions,  occupied  by  the  troops  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  Executive  Directory  has  given  anew 
proof  of  its  opennefs,  and  of  its  defire  to  accelerate  the  conclu- 
fion  of  peace,  in  requiring  Lord  Malmefbury  to  return   tp  His 
court,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  the  authority,  without  which, 
he  cannot  conclude ;  a  meafure  rendered  neceflary  by  the  decla- 
ration of  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  » 
and  upon  which  it  is  impofliblc  to  give  a  wrong  imprefllon  to  any 
thinking  and  impartial  mind. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  re^  -  ft 
Lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  aflurances  of  their  high  corxli- 
deration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard- 

Lr/Icy  4fk  Vcndemiaire,  Bonnier. 

5//;  Year  of  the   Republic*  , 

(Sept.  25,  1797.)  Derch  «• 
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Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  lUalmefbury* 

THE  minifters  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  repub'*c> 
charged  to  treat  for  peace  with  England,  have  the  honour  to  *n* 
form  Lord  Malmefbury,  that  having  fent  a  copy  of  his  laft  n°tc 
to  their  government,  the  Executive  Directory  has  directed  tb^111 
to  declare,  in  its  name,  That  it  has  never  ceafed  to  wifh  for  pea^^i 
that  it  gave  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  fentiment  which  a*1*' 
mates  it,  when  it  ordered  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  t^-|C 
republic  to  require  a  categorical  explanation  as  to  the  po\*'erS 
given  by  the  Englifh  government  to  its  minifter  plenipotentiary  * 
That  this  demand  had,  and  could  have,  no  other  objeft  but  *° 
bring  the  negotiation   to  a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  ifiue : 

That  the  order  given  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  repub'ic 

to  remain  at  Lifle  after  the  departure  of  Lord  Malmefbury?     lS 

ther  proof  that  the  Directory  had  defired  and  forefeen  his  f*5* 

tur* 


(    267    ) 

■ 

turn  with  powers  that  fhould  not  be  illufory,  and  the  limitation 
^  of  which  ihould  no  longer  be  a  pre.ext  for  delaying  the  conclu- 
*''  Hon  of  peace  : 

t       That  fuch  are  (till  the  hopes  and  intentions  of  the  Executive 
[    Direftory,  which  enjoins  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  re- 
;   .public  not  to  quit  Lifle  till  the  continued  abfence  of  the  negotia- 
tor ihall  no  longer  leave  any  doubt  of  the  intention  of  his  Britan- 
nic   Majefty  to  break  off  all  negotiation: 

That  confequently  the  25th  Vendemiaire  (16th  of  O&ober  old 
ftyle;  is  the  period  fixed  for  the  recall  of  the  minifters  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  French  republic,  fuppofing  that  at  that  time  the  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  (hall  not  have 
arrived  at  Lifle. 

/  The  Executive  Dire&ory  will  feel  the  greateft  regret  that  a 
reconciliation,  already  twice  attempted,  fhould  not  be  perfe£ted ; 
hut  its  confcience,  and  the  whole  of  Europe,  will  bear  it  tefti- 
inony^  that  it  is  the  Englifh  government  alone  that  will  have  in- 
ui&ed  the  fcourge  of  war  upon  the  two  nations. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  entreat 
*"C  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  accept 
we  afTurances  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

j^(/^e>   10th  Vendemiaire,  BonniER. 

v/A  flear  of  the  French  Republic. 

(October  1,    1797.)  The  Sec.  of  the  Legation,    , 

Derche. 
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2Jotefrom  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

J^HE  underfigned  having  laid  before  the  King's  miniftry  the 
^^  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  republic,  is  directed 
-<*bferve  to  them, 

That  it  is  only  in  confequence  of  the  formal  and  pofitive  in- 

j*nQion  of  the  Directory  that  he  quitted  Lifle;  that  his  powers 

e*e  neither  illufory  nor  limited ;  and  that  nothing  was  omitted 

^  his  part  to  accelerate  the  negotiation,  which  has  been  only  re- 

^"^ed  by  the  delays  of  the  Direftory,  and  which  at  this  moment 

^nly  fufpended  by  its  aft. 

VVith  regard  to  the  renewal  of  the  conferences,  the  under* 
fi**ed  can  only  refer  to  his  laft  note,  where  he  has  explained  with 
^**knefs  and  precifion  the  only  means  which  remain  for  continu- 
8   the  negotiation ;  obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King 
^*ld  no  longer  treat  in  an  enemy's  country,  without  being  cer-    'jt 
***  that  the  cuftoms  eftablilhed  amongft  all  civilized  nations*  J 
*tli  regard  to  public  minifters,  and  efpecially  to  thote  chargedt 

M  m  %  '  i«s 
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negotiate  for  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  peace,  would  be  refpefled  foe 
the  future  in  the  per-fon  of  his  plenipotentiary. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  requefts 
the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  to  accept  the 
affurance  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)        Malmisbury. 

London,  $thOcl.  1797. 


Declaration  of  the  Britijb  Government  on  the  Rupture  of  the  Negatid* 

tlonfor  Peace* 

TJIS  Majefty's  benevolent  endeavours  to  reftore  to  his  people  the 
*"**  bleflings  of  fecure  and  honourable  peace,  again  repeated 
without  fuccef6,  have  again  demon  ft  rated,  beyond  the  poffibility 
of  doubt,  the  determined  and  perfevering  hoftility  of  the  govern-i 
ment  of  France,  in  whofe  unprovoked  aggreflion  the  war  bri* 
ginated>  and  by  whofe  boundlefs  and  deftru&ive  ambition  it  i$  All! 
prolonged.  And  while  by  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfadtions,  con- 
tinued proofs  have  been  afforded  to  all  his  Majefty's  faithful  fuh- 
je&s,  of  his  anxious  and  unremitting  folicitude  for  their  welfare, 
they  cannot,  at  the  fame  time,  have  failed  to  recognife,  in  thq  N 
uniform  conduft  of  the  enemy,  the  fpirit  by  which  the  councils 
of  France  are  ftill  a&uated,  and  the  objeds  to  which  they  arQ 
dire&ed. 

His  Majefty  could  not  but  feel  how  much  the  means  of  peace 
had  been  obftrudtcd  by  the  many  additional  difficulties  which  his 
enemies  had  fo  repeatedly  thrown  in  the  way  of  every  negotiation. 
Neverthelefs,  on  the  very  firft  appearance  of  circumltances  in 
fome  degree  more  favourable  to  the  interefts  of  humanity,  thq 
farrie  ardent  defire  for  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjefts,  in- 
duced his  Majefty  to  renew  his  overtures  for  terminating  the  Ca- 
lamities of  war:  thus  availing  himfelf  of  every  opening  which 
could  in  any  manner  lead  to  fecure  and  honourable  peace,  and 
confulting  equally  the  Wifhes  of  his  own  heart  and  the  principles 
by  which  his  condudi  has  invariably  been  guided. 

New  obftacles  were  immediately  interpofed  by  thofe  who  ftill 
dir£&ed  the  councils  of  France,  and  who,  amidft  the  general 
defire  fur  peace,  which  they  could  not  at  that  time  openly  dif- 
claim,  (till  retained  the  power  of  frustrating  the  wifhes  of  their 
own  country,  of  counteradling  his  Majefty's  benevolent  inten-? 
tions,  and  of  obftrufiing  that  refult,  which  was  fo  neceffary  fof 
the  happinefs  of  both  nations.  Difficulties  of  form  were  ftudi- 
oufly  created;  modes  of  negotiation  were  infilled  upon,  the  moft 
inconfiftent  with  their  own  condu&  in  every  other  inftance;  the 
fame  fpirit  appeared  in  every  ftep  which  was  taken  by  them  ;  and 
while  the  moft  unwarranted  insinuations  were  thrown  out,  an4 

.  the 
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the  mod  unfounded-  reproaches  brought  forward,  the  eflablifhed 
cuftoms  and  ufages,  which  have  long  prevailed  in  Europe,  were 
Durpofely  departed  from,  even  in  the  fimpleft  ads  which  were  to 
be  done  en  their  part  for  the  renewal  of  the  negotiations.  All 
tbefe  things  his  Majefty  determined  to  difregard;  not  as  being 
infenfible  of  their  purport  and  tendency,  nor  unmindful  of  ih© 
importance  of  thefe  points,  in' the  public  intercourfe  of  great  and 
independent  nations,  but  refolving  to.  defeat  the  obje&  of  thefe 
artifices,  and  to  fuffer  no  fubordinate  or  inferior  confederation  to 
impede,  on  his  part,  the  difcuflion  of  the  weighty  and  extenflve 
interefts  on  which  the  termination  of  the  war  mud  neceffariljr 
"-    depend. 

He  dire&ed  his  minifter  to  repair  to  France,  furnifhed  with 
•  the  moil  ample  powers,  and  inftruded  to  communicate  at  once 
an  explicit  and  detailed  propofal  and  plan  of  peace,  reduced  into 
the  thape  of  a  regular  treaty,  juft  and  moderate  in  its  principles, 
embracing  all  the  interefts  concerned,  and  extending  to  every 
fubje&conne&ed  with  the  reftoration  of  public  tranquillity. 
*iie  communication  of  this  paper,  delivered  in  the  very  firft  con- 
ference, was  accompanied  by  fuch  explanations  as  fully  dated 
**ul  detailed  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  Majefty's  vjews,  and  at  the 
wrne  time  gave  ample  room  for  the  examination  of  every  difputed 
E^f.1***  f°r  mutual  arrangement  and  conceffion,  and  for  reciprocal 
Unities  arifing  out  of  the  progrefs  of  fair  difcuflion. 

A  o  this  proceeding,    open  and  liberal  beyond  example,    the 
^^clufl  of  his  Majefty's  enemies  oppofes  the  mod  (hiking  con- 
toft.     From  them  no  counter-projed  has  ever  yet  been  obtained: 
^°     statement  of  the  extent  or  nature^of  the  conditions  on  which 
^Jr  would  conclude  any  peace  with  thefe  kingdoms.     Their  pre- 
***"*  fjons  have  always  been  brought  forward  either  as  detached  or 
V    ^Preliminary  points,  diftind  from  the  main  objeft  of  negotia- 
^*JT*,  and  accompanied,  in  every  inftance,  with  an  exprefs  refervc 
w  jFarther  and  unexplained  demands. 

he  points  which,  in  purfuance  of  this  fyftem,  the  plenipo- 
iaries  of  the  enemy  propofed  for  feparate  difcuflion  in  their 
-  conferences  with  his  Majefty's  minifter  were  at  once  frivo* 
*°*J  «  and  offenfive ;  none  of  them  produ&ive  of  any  folid  advantage 
***  France,  but  all  calculated  to  raife  new  obftacles  in  the  way  of 
l^^ce.  And  to  thefe  demands  was  foon  after  added  another,  in 
**^  form  unprecedented,  in  its  fubftance  extravagant,  and  fuch  as 
C^Uld  originate  only  in  the  moft  determined  and  inveterate  hbfti- 
"Vy*  The  principle  of  mutual  compensation,  before  exprefsly 
ac*l^itted  by  common  confent  as  the  juft  and  equitable  bafis  of  ne- 
gotiation, was  now  difclaimed ;  every  idea  of  moderation  or  rea- 
*?**»  every  appearance  of  juftice,  was  difregarded  ;  and  a  concef- 
.n  was  required  from  his  Majefty's  plenipotentiary,  as  a  preli- 
minary and  indifpenfable  condition  of  negotiation,  which  mull 
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at  once  have  fuperfeded  all  the  objefls,  and  precluded  all  the 
means  of  treating.     France,  after  incorporating  with  her  own 
dominions  fo  large  a  portion  of  her  conquefts,  and   afFe&ing  to 
have  deprived  herfclf,  by  her  own  internal  regulations,  of  the 
power  of  alienating  thefe  valuable  additions  of  territory,  did  not 
fcruple  to  demand  from  his  Majcfly  the  abfolutc  and  uncondi- 
tional furrender  of  all  that  the  energy  of  his  people,  and  the 
Talour  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  have  conquered  in  the  prefentwar, 
either  from  France,  or  from  her  allies.     She  required  that  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  lhould  be  confined   within  its  former 
limits,  at  the  very  moment  when  her  own  dominion  was  extended 
to  a  degree  almoft  unparalleled  in  hiftory.     She   infifted,  that  irt 
proportion   to   the   increafe   of  danger,  the   means   of  refinance 
jhould  be  diminifhed;  and  that  his  Majefty  fhould  give  up,  with- 
out compenfation,  and  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  the  Dcccf- 
fary  defences  of  his  pofleffions,  and  the  future  fafeguards  of  his 
empire.     Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought  forward  as  eonftU 
tuting  the  terms  of  peace,  but  the  price  of  negotiation  ;  as  the 
condition  on  which  alone  his  Majefty  was  to  be  allowed  to  learn 
what  further  unexplained  demands  were  flill  referved,    and  to 
what  greater  facrifices  thefe  unprecedented  conceffions  of  honour 
and  fafety  were  to  lead. 

Whatever  were    the    impreffions   which    fuch  a   proceeding 
created,  they  did  not  induce  the  King  abruptly  to  preclude  the 
means  of  negotiation.     In  reje fling  without  a  moment's  hefitation 
a  demand,  which  could  have  been  made  for  no  other  reafon  thai* 
becaufe  it  was  inadmiffible,  his  Majefty,  from   the  fixed  refolu* 
tion  to  avail  himfelf  of  every  chance  of  bringing  the  negotiation  to 
a  favourable  iftue,  direfled  that  an  opening  fhould  fttll  be  left  f°* 
treating  on  reafon  able  and  equal  grounds,  fuch  as  might  becotdC 
the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  rank  and  ftation  in  Europe   *ft 
which  it  haspleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  place  the  Brkift1 
nation. 

This  temperate  and  conciliatory  condufl  was  ftrongTy  expreflWe 
of  the  benevolence  of  his  Majefty 's  intentions ;  and  it  appeared  f*** 
fomc  time  to  have  prepared  the  way  for  that  refult  which  has  be^11 
the  uniform  objefl  of  all  his  meafurcs.  Two  months  elapf^1 
after  his  Majefty  had  unequivocally  and  definitively  refufed  to  co 
ply  with  the  unrcafonable  and  extravagant  preliminary  which  h- 
been  demanded  by  his  enemies.  During  all  that  time  the  negoti  ^ 
tion  was  continued  open,  the  conferences  were  regularly  hel  ^* 
and  the  demand  thus  explicitly  rejected  by  one  party  was  newf  4 
once  renewed  by  the  other.  It  was  not  only  abandoned,  it  w^  ^ 
openly  difclaimed;  aflu ranees  were  given  in  direfl  contradifli 
to  it.  Promifes  were  continually  repeated,  that  his  Majeft 
it  and  detailed  propofals  fhould  at  length  be  anfwered 
}ch  could  alone  evince  a  real  difpofition  to  negotiate  wi 
4  fiucerit 
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erity,  by  the  delivery  of  a  counter-project,  of  a  nature  tend* 
to  facilitate  the  conclufion  of  peace;  and  the  long  delays  of 
French  government  in  executing  thefe  promifes  were  excufed 

accounted  for  by  an  unequivocal  declaration,  that  France 

concerting  with  her  allies  for  thofe  Sacrifices  on  their  part, 
ch  might  afford  the  means  of  proceeding  in  the  negotiation* 
:ek  after  week  .patted  over  in  the  repetition  of  thefe  folemn  en- 
sments  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty's  enemies.  His  defire  for 
:e  induced  him  to  wait  for  their  completion,  with  an  anxiety 
portioned  to  the  importance  of  the  object  ;  nor  was  it  much  to 
ect  that  his  minifter  mould  at  length  be  informed  what  was  the 
;nt  and  nature  of  the  conditions  on  which  his  enemies  were  dif- 
ed  to  terminate  the  war, 

X  W4S  in  this  fiage  of  the  bufinefs  that,  on  the  x  ith  of  Septem- 
i  the  appointment  of  new  plenipotentiaries  was  announced  on 

part  of  France,  under  a  formal  promife  that  their  arrival 
uld  facilitate  and  expedite  the  work  of  peace. 
Io  renew,  in  a  fliape  ftill  more  offenfive  than  before,  the  in- 
fallible demand  fo  long  before  brought  forward,  and  fo  long 
adored,  was  the  firrt  aft  of  thefe  new  meflfengers  of  peace* 
d  fuch  was  now  the  undifguifed  impatience  of  the  King's  ene- 
is  to  terminate  all  treaty,  and  to  exclude  all  profpect  of  accom- 
dation,  that  even  the  continuance  of  the  King's  plenipotentiary 
fte  appointed  place  of  negotiation  was  made  by  them  to  depehd 
his  immediate  compliance  with  a  condition  which  his  court 
»  *wo  months  before,  explicitly  refufed,  and  concerning 
ich  no  farther  difcuflion  had  fince  occurred.  His  reply  was 
l  as  the  occafion  required :  and  he,  immediately  received  a 
tive  and  written  order  to  depart  from  France, 
^he  fublequent  conduct  of  his  Majefty's  enemies  has  aggra- 
d  even  this  proceeding,  and  added  frefh  infult  to  this  unex- 
>led  outrage.  The  infurmountable  obftacles  which  they  threw 
*e  way  of  peace  were  accompanied  with  an  oftentatious  pro- 
aa  of  the  mod  pacific  difpoiitions.  In  cutting  off  the  means 
egotiation  they  ftill  pretended  to'retain  the  ftrongeft  defire  to 
>tiate;  in  ordering  the  King's  minifter  to  quit  their  country, 

profefTed  the  hope  of  his  immediate  return  to  it:  and  in  re- 
ing  their  former  inadmiilible  and  rejected  demand,  they  de- 
id  their  confident  expectation  of  a  fpeedy  and  favourable 
Met*  Yet  before  any  anfwer  could  arrive,  they  publifhed  a 
aration,  announcing  to  their  country  the  departure  of  the 
g's  minifter,  and  attempting,  as  in  every  former  inftance,  to 
ibe  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  the  disappointment  of  the 
sral  wifh  for  peace,  apd  the  renewal  of  ail  the  calamities  of 
-  The  fame  attempt  has  been  prolonged  in  fubfequent  com- 
lications,  'equally  infidious  and  illufory,  by  which  they  have 
.oofly  intended  to  furnifh  the  colour  and  empty  pretence  of  a 
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«wi(h  for  peace,  while  they  have  ftill  ftudioufly  and  obfttnately  pet*; 
fitted  in  evading  every  ftep  which  could  lead  to  the  fuccefs  of  a& 
negotiation ;  have*  continued  to  infift  on  the  fame  inadmiffible  an. 
extravagant  preliminary,  and  have  uniformly  withheld  all  expla- 
nation either  on  the  particulars  of  the  propofals  of  peace  fo  Ion 
fince  delivered  by  his  Majcfty's  minifter,  or  on  any  other  terras o 
which  they  were  themfelves  ready  to  conclude :  and  this  in  the 
vain  hope,  that  it  could  be  poilible  by  any  artifice  to  difguife  ttx^e 
truth  of  thefe  tranfa&ions,  or  that  any  exercife  of  power,  hovv- 
ever  defpotic,  could  prevent  fuch  fails  from  being  known,  fel^a 
and  undcrftood,  even  in  France  itfelf. 

To  France,  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world,  it  muft  be  manifeft, 
that  the  French  government  (while  they  perfift  in  their  prefer** 
fentiments)  leave  his  Majefty  without  an  alternative,  unlefs  H« 
were  prepared  to  fur  render  and  facrificeto  the  undifguifed  ambi- 
tion of  his  enemies  the  honour  of  his  crown  and  the  fafety  of  h 
dominions.  It  muft  be  manifeft,  that,  inftead  of  fhowing, 
their  part,  any  inclination  to  meet  his  Majcfty's  pacific  overtures  dn 
any  moderate  terms,  they  have  never  brought  themfelves  to  (late 
any  terms  (however  exorbitant)  on  which  they  were  ready  to  con- 
clude peace.  They  have  afked  as  a  preliminary  (and  in  the  form 
the  mod  arrogant  and  offenfive)  conceffions  which  the  comparative? 
fituation  of  the  two  countries  would  have  rendered  extravagant  in 
any  ftate  of  negotiation;  which  were  dire&ly  contrary  to  their 
own  repeated  profeflions  ;  and  which,  neverthelefs,  they  peremp- 
torily required  to  be  complied  with  in  the  very  outfet :  referring 
an  unlimited  power  of  afterwards  accumulating,  from  time  to  . 
time,  freQi  demands,  increafing  in  proportion  to  every  new  con-* 
ceflion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  terms  propofed  by  his  Majefty  have 
been  ftated  in  the  mod  clear,  open,  and  unequivocal'  manner-" 
The  difcuflion  of  all  the  points  to  which  they  relate,  or  of  any 
others,  which  the  enemy  might  bring  forward  as  the  terms  o* 
peace,  has  been,  on  his  Majcfty's  part,  repeatedly  called  for,  3s 
often  promifed  by  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  but  to  this  day 
has  never  yet  been  obtained.  The  rupture  of  the  negotiation  *s 
not  therefore  to  be  afcribed  to  any  pretenfions  (however  inad- 
miffible) urged  as  the  price  of  peace  ;  not  to  any  ultimate  difference 
on  terms,  however  exorbitant  ;  but  to  the  evident  and  fixed  deter- 
mination of  the  enemy  to  prolong  the  conteft,  and  to  purfue,  at 
all  hazards,  their  hoftile  defigns  againft  the  profperity  and  fafcty 
of  thefe  kingdoms. 

While  this  determination  continues  to  prevail,  his  MajeftY? 
earned  wifhes  and  endeavours  to  reftore  peace  to  his  fubj6&s  mu* 
be  fruitlefs.      But  his  fentiments  remain  unaltered.      He   \ocfes 
with  anxious  expe&ation  to  the  moment  when  the  government  °* 
—      ce  may  (how  a  difpofition  and  fpirit  in  any  degree  corr^ 

fpondiflg 
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fponding  to  his  own.  And  he  renews,  even  now,  and  before  all 
Europe,  the  folemn  declaration,  that,  in  fpite  of  repeated  provo- 
cations, and  at  the  very  moment  when  his  claims  have  been 
ilrengthened  and  confirmed  by  that  frcfh  faccefs  which,  by  the 
ble fling  of  Providence,  has  recently  attended  his  arms,  he  is  yet 
ready  (if  the  calamities  of  war  can  now  be  clofed)  to  conclude 
peace  on  the  fame  moderate  and  equitable  principles  and  terms 
which  he  has  before  propofed  ;  the  rejection  of  fuch  terms  muft 
now,  more  than  ever,  demonftrate  the  implacable  animofity  and 
infatiable  ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  he  has  to  contend,  and  to  < 
them  alone  muft  the  future  confequences  of  the  prolongation  of  the 
■war  be  afcribed. 

-    If  fuch  unhappily  is  the  fpirit  by  which  they  are  ftill  a  equated, 
his  Majefty  can  neither  hefltate  as  to  the  principles  of  his  own 
conduct,  nor  doubt  the  frntiments  and  determination  of  his  peo-  " 
pic.     He  will  not  be  wanting  to  them,  and  he  is  confident  they 
urill  not  be  wanting  to  themfelves.     He  has  an  anxious,  but  a 
facred  and  indifpenfablc  duty  to  fulfil:   he  will  difcharge  it  with 
refolutit  n,  conftancy,  and  firmnefs.      Deeply  as  he  muft  regret 
the-  continuance  of  a  war,  fo  deftruftive  in  its  progrefs,  and  fa 
burden fome  even  in  its  fuccefs,  he  knows  the  character  of  the  brave 
people  whofe  interefts  and  honour  are  entrufted  to  him.     Thefe  it 
is  the  fir  ft  object  of  his  life  to  maintain :  and  he  is  convinced, 
that  neither  the  refources  nor  the  fpirit  of  his  kingdoms  will  be 
found  inadequate  to  this  arduous  conteft,  or  unequal  to  the  im- 
portance and  valwe  of  the  objects  which  are  at  (take.     He  trufts, 
that  the  favour  of  Providence,  by  which  they  have  always  hitherto 
been  fupported  againft  all  their  enemies,  will  be  ftill  extended  to 
them;  and  that,  under  this  prote&ion,  his  faithful  fubjccls,  by  a 
refolute  and  vigorous  application  of  the  means  which  they  poftefs, 
willbe  enabled  to  vindicate  the  independence  of  their  country,  and 
tarefift  with  juft  indignation  the  aflumed  fuperiority  of  an  enemy, 
againft  whom  they  have  fought  with  the  courage,  and  fuccefs,  and  . 
glory  of  their  anceftors,  and  who  aims  at  nothing  lefs  than  to  de- 
iiroy  at  once  whatever  has  contributed  to  the  profperity  and  great*- 
*tefe.of  the  Britifh  empire  :  all  the  channels  of  its  mduftry,  and  all 
the  fources  of  its  power;  its  fecurity  from  abroad,  its  tranquillity 
at  home,  and,  above  all,  that  constitution,  on  which  alone  de» 

£eods  the  iindifturbed  enjoyment  of  its  religion,    laws,  and  li<*. 
Arties. 
treftmnfter,  Ofiober%%>  1797. 
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;  ON  THE  NEGOTIATION.  >  "- 

The  following  Remarks  on  Lord  Malmefbury's  Note  to  the  Fn*ibC*t** 
miffioners  (vide  No*  54  of  the  Negotiation  Papers')  are  e*tft 
from   the  official  Paper  of  the  Executive  Directory   (the 
DACTEURj.     They  are  not   openly  acknowledged  by  thai  ft 
to  be  official ;  but  as %  they  are  f aid  to  be  written  by  the  French 

'  mfterfor  Foreign  Affairs,  and  hgue  been  considered  by  his  Jk 
Minij/fcrs  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  as  official)  we  havo 
proper  to  infert  them  in  this  Collection.    *   " 


nrHIS  note,  of  O&ober  5,  1797,  announces,  that  Lord 
~    bury  received  one  from   our    negotiators ;    without 
it  was  that  of  the  10th  Vendemiaire,  which  perfifted  in  ipquirioM 
powers  that  fhould  not  he  equivocal,  and  a  flatus  ante  beUwn^Vnm^m 
feted  by  a  plenipotentiary  who  understood  Latin — the  ftattf 
things  before  the-  war,  and  not  the  (late  of  things  after  the  190*1 
meaning  rather  extraordinary,  which  Lord  Malmefbuxy  has  ' 
cqvfcred  in  his  confidential  and  friendly  communication  of  the  I. 
of  July,  1797.     [Here  his  Lord&ip's  laft  note  of  the  5th  of  Q 
tober  is  inferted,  and  the  Reda&eur  then  proceeds  to  fay V]     "  ~ 
.  It  is  difficult,  we  muit  acknowledge,  to  refrain  fronrt  mom 
fcmtions  on  this  note.    Why  does  Lord  Malmefbury  appear 
be  fo  much  hurt  at  the  Directory  (ignifying.to  him  what  htOM 
zpofithe  and  formal  injunction  to  quit  Lifie?   Truly  it  is  to  behtwj 
without  any  caufe.    What !   he  was  fent  to  Lifle  with  powers  rf 
which  he  had  not  the  power  to-make  ufe ;    and  in  the.  end,  no* 
knowing  to  what  to  attribute  his  tergiversations*  he  was  afked  if 
be  had  really  the  power  of  ufing  his  powers,  that  is  to  fay/  of  M* 
gotiating  upon  the  bafis  of  our  laws  and  our  treaties  ? 

At  this  queftibn,  which  finifhed  vyhat  it  ought  to  have  begun* 
Lord  Malmefbury  feemed  troubled  atid  forrowful,  and  faid,  -Afc 
What  could  bur  plenipotentiaries  do  in  that  cafe  ?   In  reality  thej 
did  that  which  jvas  of  the  mod  advantage  to  Lord  Malmeftwrji 
*'  My  Lord,"  they  faid,  "  you  belong  to  a  court  which  tr**1*  * 
you  ill ;  they  merely  make  a  mockery  of  you,  and  certainly  y* 
were  not  formed  to  be  made  a  jeft  of.     What !  a  firft  time  tl^l 
let  you  fet  out  without  powers,  and  the  fecond  time  they  fend  y<* 
with  towers  which  have  no  power  at  all.     It  is  a  trick,  a  «*<** 
mockery,     Return  quickly,  and  fay  in  a  firm  tone  td  that  c^h-* 
net  which  conducts  itfelf  fo  unworthily  towards  you,  that  it  fbaU 
not  again  charge  you  with  its  commiflions,  unlefs  it  gives  you  W^ 
is  neceffary  to  fulfil  them." 

In  fine,  it  appears  that  Lord  Malmefbury  regrets  leaving  L*^c«  • 
He  thought  that, the  means  of  remaining  there  a  long  time  were 
**  ■'*-  jiothing,  but  the  tune  arrived  when  he  could  noir  widi  any 
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degree  of  propriety,  remain  longer.   Inftead  of  complaining,  they 
Qkould  grant  him  the  only  means  of  returning. 

His  powers,  he  faid,  were  not  Ulufory — that  may  be ;  but  we  muft, 
fepwever,   acknowledge,    that  if  any  thing  ever  refemWed  an  - 
Ulufion,  it  is  afluredly  powers  which  cannot  be  put  in  execution 
UU  after  propofitions  are  made  on  white  paper,  and  a  negotiation 
ill  blanks. 

Again,  he  fays,  his  powers  are  not  limited.  Oh,  good  God! 
*hy  did  he  not  fay  fo  when  he  was  at  Lifle  ?  Why  did  he  wait 
ill  lie  got  to  London,  before  he  made  this  aflertion  i  Was  any 
_  elfe  required  of  him^  Was  there  even  fo  much  required  I 
wa$  only  required  to  negotiate  on  the  bails  of  thofe  laws  and 
res^ties  that  bind  us  ;  and  after  that,  he  was  at  liberty  to  parti- 
ularize  all  poflible  limits;  that  would  have  been  fufficieut  to 
°ntinue  the  negotiation.  Why,  then,  did  he  not  fay,  "  I  have 
ft^  aftual  power  of  negotiating  fo  and  fo,  but  I  think  it  my  duty 
*.pjroj>ofe  fuch  a  thing  ?"  Why,  at  leaft,  did  not  he,  who  on  his 
*ft  embaffy  only  fpoke  of  a  principle  of  compenfation,  and  who  for 
™r^c  months  only  ufed  that  phrafe,  fay,  on  his  fecond,  if  hijs 
**Wers  were  unlimited — <c  I  have  the  power  of  reftoring  every 
"***g,  inafmuch  as  I  poflefs  unlimited  power  ;  but  I  demand  fome 
^Hi  pen  fat  ions  ?"  By  afting  otherwife,  he  has  not  fliown  much 
&>od  faith,  but  he  lias  (hown  lefs  ability  ;  in  fa&,  his  powers 
**^re  limited  at  Lifle,  and  now,  at  London,  he  would  infer  they 
^*ere  unlimited.  Which  is  to  be  believed,  this  tardy  declaration, 
**T  the  fir  ft,  which  efcaped  this  rare  negotiator  when  he  was 
^mongft  us  ? 

With  refpeft  to  the  refumption  of  the  conferences  offered  by 
tHir  negotiators  remaining  at  Lifle,  the  underjigned  declares,  that 
lie  refers  to  his  former  note,  in  which  he  lias  pointed  but  withfrank- 
rufs  and  precifion  the  only  means  that  remain  for  continuing  the  negotia- 
tion. This  former  note,  of  22d  of  September,  a  copy  of  which 
has  been  fent  us  from  London,  imports,  that  the  negotiation 
cannot  be  refumed  but  on  the  bafts  of  the  plan  detailed  wiihfo  much 
franknefs,  and  tranfmitted  by  the  underfigned,  during  the  firft  days 
jf  his  rejidence  at  Lifle  ;  or  by  delivering  a  contre-projet.  This  plan 
of  the  underfigned,  delivered  with  fo  much  franknefs,  is,  as  we, 
know,  a  plan  which  details  every  thing  in  blanks  ;  and  it  muft  be 
acknowledged  that  a  contre-projet,  which  mould  alfo  be  made  in 
blanks,  would  be  entirely  of  the  fame  description,  but  no  lefs  con- 
ciliatory. '■ 

Lord  Malmefbury  laftly  declares,  that  the  King,  his  mafler,  can 
no  longer  treat  in  an  enemy  s  country,  without  the  certainty  of  hawing 
ref peeled,  in  the  perfon  of  his  plenipotentiary,  Ihofe  ufages  eftablifhei 
flmong  all  civilized  nations,  with  refpecl  to  public  mint/lers. 

•  Is  it  then  to  fail  in  the  refpeflt  we  owe  to  ourfefves,  as  well  a£ 
the  nation  with  whom-  we  treat,  to  demand  of  a  plenipotentiary 
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Thi>  fallowing  Remarks  on  Lord  Malmefbury's  M 
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from  the  official  Paper  of  She  Executive  j 
DACTRUR|.  They  are  not  openly  aetata 
lo  be  official  \  but  as* they  art  f aid  to  bt  q 

'   nifterfor  Foreign  Affairs,  and  bqoe  ' 
Miniftrs  in  both  Houfes  of  Pari '» 
f  roper  to  tnftrt  them  in  this  Coli 

THIS  note,  of  October  5,  179; 
bury  received  one  from   at 
it  was  that  of  the  ioth  Vende. 
powers  that  mould  not  be  cquir 
lgted    by  a  pleni  potential; 
things  befon  ikt- 
meaning  rather  cxti 
covered  in  his  eonfdei 
of  July,  1797.     [Hew 
tober  is  inferred,  and  ■  . 

ltis  ditncutl,  we 
fervations  on  till 
be  fo  much  hi 
a  pofttivt  W. 


without  any  cr 
which  he  hV ' 


.nine, 

-igerous  plai 

^riy  adverfe  to  th 

.ubordination,  and  oi 

ivi)  fociety  ;  to  alienate 

caken,  by  working  on  theii 

niken  fidelity,  to  detach  them 

J  their  duty ;    and  on  this  foundali' 

■fy  denominated  a  Cifrhenane  rep 

empire. 

"  the  diet  of  the  22d  of  March,  1 

ievous  confequences  of  fuch  plai 

among  the  principal  dangers   whk 

to  apprehend  from  France  .  and  tl 

ratification  qf  the  30th  of  April  of  tl 

truth  of  this  danger,  and  placed  in  I 

og  necefltty  of  counteracting  fuch  pr 

Iding  at  we  fame  time  additional  motives 

fource.  ' 

meafures  oppofed  to  fuch  dcfrgnsliave,  1 

,    >fe,  and  certainly  not  the  defired  effeQ. 

niioaries  of  peace  had  been  figncd  at  Leobeo 

'.!  of  the  prefent  year,  and  their  ratification 

the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Imperial  Maj 
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powers  neceflary  to  treat  with  effect  ?    Is  it  not  true  refpeft  t< 
(how  ourfelves  tenacious  of  the  blood  of  the  people,  and  that  w 
arcnotdefirous  of  abandoning  their  welfare  to  the  unworthy  fpos 
of  diplomatic  forms,  and  to  defire  that  a  moment  may  not  be  loft 
in  vain  ceremonies,  when  the  repofe  of  the  world  is  at  (lake  ? 

In  reality,  to  fail  in  that  refpefty  confecrated  by  all  the  cuftoms 
and  laws  of  nations,  is  to  dare  to  fend  back  an  ambaflador  to  ne- 
gotiate upon  a  bafis  entirely  i neon fi (tent  with  the  power  to  be 
treated  with.     Lord  Malmefbury  well  knows  which  is  the  power 
that  has  permitted  this  outrageous  violation  of  every  principle  ; 
but  what  is  at  once  moft  ridiculous  and  abfurd  is,  to  pretend  that 
they  are  not  the  real  authors  of  the  war,  which  has  been  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  an  outrage,  and  in  which  rivers  of  blood  ha" 
been  flied. 


Addrefs  to  his  Imperial  Afajejiy  relative  to  the  revolutionizing  the  T*f* 
Bank  of  the  Rhine.     Dated  Rat  ifbon,  Oct.  17,   1797. 


"IT  is  well  known  from  various  concurring  and  indubitable 

counts,  how  zealoufly  and  inceflantly  the  French  civil  and  military 
agents,  the  intermediary  commiffion  at  Bonn,  and  the  German 
coadjutors  in  their  pay,  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  have  laboured  to 
carry  into  execution  their  highly  dangerous  plan,  to  fpread  {till 
wider  their  principles,  fo  peculiarly  adverfe  to  the  Germanic  con- 
flitution,  to  goiernment,  fubordination,  and  order,  and  thereby 
to  loofen  the  bonds  of  civil  fociety  ;  to  alienate  the  fubje&s  front* 
their  lords,  and  to  weaken,  by  working  on  their  hopes  and  fears, 
their  hitherto  unfliakcn  fidelity,  to  detach  them  from  their  de— 
pendence  and  their  duty  ;  and  on  this  foundation  to  ereft  what 
they  have  already  denominated  a  Cifrhenane  republic,  torn  from- 
the  Germanic  empire- 

The  decree  of  the  diet  of  the  22d  of  March,  1793,  ^ad  already 
ftated  the  mifchievous  confequences  of  fuch  plans,  maxims,  ai*4* 
principles,  among  the  principal  dangers  which  the  Germanic 
empire  had  to  apprehend  from  France;  and  the  Imperial  court 
decree  of  ratification  of  the  30th  of  April  of  the  fame  year  ad- 
mitted the  truth  of  this  danger,  and  placed  in  the  cleared  lig^* 
the  prefling  ncccflity  of  counteracting  fuch  projefls  and  pri**~ 
ciples,  adding  at  the  fame  time  additional  motives  derived  from  tt*c 
fame  fource. 

The  meafures  oppofed  to  fuch  defigns-have,  however,  not  li^** 
a  durable,  and  certainly  not  the  defired  effedt.  Yet  when  tl^c 
preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  figned  at  Lcoben,  on  the  18th  °* 
April  of  the  prefent  year,  and  their  ratification  interchanged  t>^* 
tween  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  thofe  *?* 
France  ;  in  which  preliminaries  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  defi*11" 
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:  treaty  mould  be  concluded  on  the  bafis  of  the  integrity  of  the 
}tre  ;  it  was  to  be  expe&ed  that  all  attempts  to  alternate  the 
jedS  eft  Germany  from  the  constitution  of  their  country,  to 
en  the  ties  of  thett  fidelity  to  their  lords,  and  by  fuch  means  to 
irate  the  countries  on  the  left  banks  of  the  Rhine  from  the  Ger- 
1  empire,  would  entirely  have  ceafed. 

The  principles  of  truth  and  faith  common  to,  and  held  facred  , 
U  nations  and  all  governmenjts,  forbid  us  to  fuppofe  that  fuch 
is  of  revolution  can  have  immediately  originated  with  the 
rtch  government,  or  that  they  can  proceed  from  any  other 
e  than  the  ill-advifed  officioufnefs  and  miftaken  zeal  of  fpme 
its  of  that  government.  Yet  are  the  confequences  precisely  the 
a  .  with  refpeft  to  the  means  and  end  ;  and  much  is  it  to  be 
?d  that  the  arret  of  the  intermediary  commiflion  at  Bonn,'  of 
:19th  of  Fru&idor  (Sept.  15) — (the  arret  which  promifes  free- 
from  feudal  fervices,  imps/is,  tithes,  &c.  to  fuch  communes '  as 
become  annexed  to  the  Cijrhenane  republic),  and  the  advantages  it 
rs,  may  have  but  too  great  an  effed  y  and  that  even  thofe  who 
idotherwife  retain  their  fidelity,  may  at  length  (ink  under  re- 
ed attacks,  when  they  have  no  hope  of  receiving  any  fuc- 

Us  Elefioral  Highnefs  of  Cologn  has  therefore,  agreeabJy  to 
attention  he  has  conftantly  mariifefted  for  the  welfare  of  Ger- 
lyj  and  his  paternal  care  and  love  for  his  fubjedts,  and  the 
ir  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine/ reprefented 
continually  increafing  danger  of  fuch  proceedings  to  his  High- 
!  the1  Eleftor  of  Mentz,    who  had  fubmitted  to  the  general 
of  the  empire  the  neceflity  of  concerting  meafures  to  flop  the 
grefs  of  fo  ferious  an  evil,  and  provide  againft  it  in  future;  and 
diet,  after  mature  confideration,  has  refolved  moft  humbly  to 
relent  to  bis  Imperial  Majeity,    in  all  its  circumftances,    a 
reeding  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  preliminaries  figned  at 
>ben  on  the  18th  of  April  of  the  prefent  year,  and  ratified  and 
rchanged  by  the  Imperial  and  French  plenipotentiaries,  and 
ably  to  requeft  his  Majefty  to  employ  his  influence  with  the 
nch  government  to  obtain  that  in  the  countries  of  the  empire 
ig  between  the  Meufe,    the  Mofelle,    and  the  Rhine,  every 
ig  may  remain  injiatu  quo\  and  that  the  integrity  of  the  Ger- 
nic  empire  Jhall  not  be  attacked  by  the  fedudion  of  the  inha- 
Lnts,  or  by  granting  any  manner  of  aid  and  prote&ion  to  fuch 
ttay  attempt  to  difturb  the  public  tranquillity. 
This  humble  reprefentation  and  requeft  is  hereby  made  with  the 
ft  lively  and  unlimited  confidence  in  the  prote&ion  of  his  Im- 
ial  Majefty,  which  the  German  empire  has  fo  frequently  e^ 
ienced. 


,  / 
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^Communication  received  from  the  Prefident,  by  the  Houfe  cfReprefenU 
atives  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  Documents  tbittm 
referred  to ,  on  the  iqth  January ,   1 797- 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  !|t 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

AT  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feflion  of  Congrefs,  I  mention- 
ed  that  fome  circumftances  of  an  unwelcome  nature  had  lately 
occurred  in  relation  to  France ;  that  our  trade  had  (uffered  and  wa& 
fuffering  extendve  injuries  in  the  Weft  Indies  from  the  cruifef*' 
and  agents  of  the  French  republic  ;  and  that  communications  bad 

bed* 


*  In  the  4th  volume  of  our  collection,   page  294,  we  inferted  fevcrm* 
refolutions  purporting  to  have  been  patted  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativc*  # 
one  of  which  related  c«  to  the  non-expediency  of  concurring  in  the  paflmSj 
of  the  laws  neceflary  fur  carrying  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  wirl* 
Great  Britain  into  effect."    \ve  find  by  the  fubjoined  letter  and  refolution* 
addrtfled  to  the  publifher,  that  no  fuch  refolution  was  palTed;  but  (hat  » 
motion  only  was  made  to  that  effect.     We  very  readily  correct  the  miftakc* 
which  we  were  led  into  by  fome  foreign  papers,  and  beg  leave  to  exprc** 
our  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  whom  the  following  communication  was 
received  : 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  July  20th ,  1797* 

Having  obferved  in  the  4th  volume  of  your  valuable  Collection  of  6t»« 
Papers,  page  294,  that  you  have  given  to  Europe,  as  a  refolution  of  tH* 
Houfe  ot  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States,  what  was  in  facta  nwtioa? 
only,  prefented  to  that  Houfe,  but  never  agreed  to,  nor  even  difcufled  i  f 
have  thought  it  proper  to  furniih  you  with  the  means  of  correcting  tf**s 
niiftake.  -  • 

.  When  the  refolution  for  carrying  the  Britifh  treaty  into  effect  wasuwl^* 
difcuflion,  this  motion  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  oppofition,  as  $J** 
meafure  which,  in  cafe  that  refolution  mould  be  rejected,  they  intended  *° 
faring  forward  in  its  ftead:  but  the  refolution  having  been  carried,  the  fut>* 
fiitiite  was  never  taken  up;  though  it  had  been  pnnted  for  the  information 
of  the  members,  and,  ljkc  all  other  motions,  was  entered  at  large  ont^*15 
"journal. 

Having  been  a  member  myfelf  when  thefe  tranfactions  took  place,  Ic^*1 
affirm  that  they  were  as  I  have  ftated:  but  to  give  the  ftatement  a  vax>**c 
authentic  form,  I  have  fubjoined  the  motion  itfe If,  with  a  certificate  fro **1 

tf*c 
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ftn  received  from  its  tninifter  here  which  indicated  danger  of  ar 
•ther  difturbance  of  our  commerce  by  it's  authority,  and  that 
rrc  in  other  refpe&s  far  from  agreeable :  but  that  I  referred  foe 
Tpecial  meffage  a  more  particular  communication  an  this  in-* 
refting  fubjeQ:. — This  communication  I  now  make. 
The  complaints  of  the  French  minifter  embraced  moft  of  the 
infaftions  of  our  government  in  relation  to  France,  frdm  an 
rYy  period  of  the  prefent  war  ;  which  therefore  it  was  neceffarjr 
refully  to  review.  A  collection  has  been  formed  of  lettiefs  and 
ipcrs  relating  to  thofc  tranfa&ions,  which  I  now  lay  before  y«u« 
ith  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  our  minifter  at  Paris,  containing  an* 


^»m 


»e  clerk  at  the  bottom.     The  defire  of  vindicating  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfent- 
:ives  from  the  imputation  of  fo  great  an  inconfiftency  as  to  pafs  this  refb- 
ition,  and  then  carry  the  treaty  into  effe6t  within  a  few  weeks,  will,  I  hope, 
cafufficient  excufe  for  the  trouble  given  you  on  this  fubjett,  by, 
Mr.  Debrett.  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant. 


In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentati<ves  of  the  United  States. 

Tburfday,  the  14/A  April,  179^. 
JP»  a  motion  made  and  feconded,  that  the  Houfe  do  come  to  the  following 
*lution: 

11  The  Houfe  having  taken  into  confideration  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
C|tfc,  and  navigation,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  com* 
■Wicated  by  the  Prefident,  in  his  mefTage  of  the  firft  day  of  March  hu% 
6  u^  °Pm*on»  that  lt  1S>  m  "»any  refpecls,  highly  injurious  to  the  interelt  . 
Jhe  United  States;  yet,  were  they  pofTetfed  of  any  information  which 
u  JV^^y  ^e  Sreat  facrifices  contained  in  that  treaty,  their  fincere  defire 
cherifli  harmony  and  amicable  intercourfe  with  all  nations,  and  their  eaf* 
\  T*\(h  to  co-operate  in  battening  a  final  adjuftment  of  the  differences  fufc* 
^S  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  might  have  infujpA 
■**  to  wave  their  objections  to  the  treaty:  but  when  they  contemplate  tht 
^uft  of  Great  Britain,  in  perfevering,  fince  the  treaty  was  figned,  in  the 
**"eflment  of  American  feamen,  and  the  feizurc  of  Amencan  reflTel* 
**il  with  provifions),  contrary  to  the  cleafett  rights  of  neutral  nations*** 
^ther  this  be  viewed  as  the  conftruction  meant  to  be  given  to  any  articles 
j**c  treaty,  or  as  contrary  to,  and  an  infra6tion  of  the  true  meaning  and 
*fc  thereof— the  Houfe  cannot  but  regard  it  as  incumbent  on  them^ 
■<ie!ity  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  to  forbear,  under  fuch  circumftaneet* 
Ll*j|*  at  prefent,  any  active  meafures  on  the  fubject:  therefore, 
1  jRefolved,  That,  under  the  circumftanccs  aforefaid,  and  with  fuch  in* 
Nation  as  the  Houfe  poffefs,  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  concur 
Jaiffing  the  laws  necefiary  for  carrying  the  faid  treaty  into  effect.** 
•tfderSd,  that  the  faid  motion  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
*Ae  Houfe  on  the  ftate  of  the  union. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 
Jonathan  W.  Condy,  Clerk, 

certify,  that  it  does  not  appear  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe,  that  the 
Agoing  motion  was  confide  red  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  09 
-  ftate  of  the  union,  to  whom  it  was  referred,,  or  that  it  was  agreed  to  by 
>  Houfe  Jonathan  W.Ook&y,  Clerk. 

rbbdetfbb,  July  lyh,  1797.  J 
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examination  of  the  notes  of  the  French  minifter,  and  fuch  inform* 
ation  as  I  thought  might  be  ufcftil  to  Mr.  Finkney  in  any  further 
reprefentations  he  might  find  neceflary  to  be  made  to  the  French 
government.  The  immediate  object  of  his  million  was  to  make 
to  that  government  fuch  explanations  of  the  principles  and  condud 
of  our  own,  as,  by  manifeiting  our  good  faith;  might  remove  all 
jealoufy  and  difcontcnt,  and  maintain  that  harmony  and  goodun- 
derftanding  with  the  French  republic  which  it  has  been  mycrin- 
ftant  folicitude  to  preferve.  A  government  which  required  only* 
knowledge  of  the  truth  to  juliify  its  mcafures,  could  not  but  he 
anxious  to  have  this  fully  and  frankly  difplayed. 

Geo.  Washington* 

United  States j  Jan.  19,   1797. 


The  follozving  is  the  Letter  to  Mr.  Pinbh"yy  Minijler  Plempotenlitt] 
of  the  United  States  at  Parisy  alluded  to  in  the  Preftdenfs  Meffagu 

Sir,  Department  of  State,  Jan*  16,  1797* 

IN  my  letters  of  the  5th  and  26th  ult.   I  fent  you  two  notes 
from  Mr.  Adet,  the  miniiter  of  the  French  republic  to  the  United 
States  ;  the  former  dated  the   27th  of  October,  and  the  other  the 
15th  of  November  laft ;  and  rny  anfwer  to  the  firft.-    The  fatttf    1 
note  embracing  numerous  topics  of  complaint,  and  going  asfel 
back  as  the  year  1793,  required  a  particular  examination  of  all  the 
tranfaclions  of  cur  government   from   that  time  to  the  prefenU 
The  other  indifpcnfablc  duties  of  the  office  prevented  my  entering 
on  this  examination  as  early  as  I  had  expected,  and  the  current 
bufinefs  has  retarded  the  purfuit.     The  refult  of  this  examination 
I  am  now,  by  the  direction  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States^ 
to  communicate  to  you.     This  hiltory  of  our  affairs  you  will  find 
fupported  by  documents,  many  of  which  were  delivered  to  you  at 
your  departure,    and    the  reiidue   will   be   herewith  tranfmitted* 
The  remarks  and  rcafonings  on  facts  you  will  duly  appreciate ; 
and  from  the  whole,  joined  with  your  own  obfervations,  you  will 
be  enabled,  it  is  believed,  to  vindicate  the  United  States,  and  to 
demonftrate  their  impartiality  as  a  neutral  nation,  their  fidelity  in 
the  obfervation  of  treaties,  and  their  friendfhip  as  an  ally. 

The  difcuffion  on  which    I   am  entering,    will   involve  much 
repetition  ;   for  the  general  qucitions  and  particular  cafes  groups 
together  in  the  miniver's  laft  note,  have  been  fubjects  of  contro- 
yerfy  and  correfpondence   from   May  1793   to  this  day.     Soinc 
other  points  have  indeed  been  contended  for,   which  the  minify*, 
has  now  parted  without  notice.      Why  they  are  omitted  I  kno"*^ 
not ;  for  in  thefe  cafes  the  United  States  were  as  pofitively  charge ^ 
>viih  violating  treaties  as  in  thofe  which  he  has  been  pleafed  ncf*"* 
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detail.  Some  of  them  it  may  be  found  proper  to  introduce,  to 
ider  lefs  imperfed  the  view  of  our  relations  to  France. 
The  complaints  of  the  French  minifter  againft  the  United 
ites  have  reference  to  three  principal  fubjefls  : 
ift,  To  the  abandonment  of  their  neutral  rights  to  the  injury 
France,  in  not  maintaining  the  pretended  principles  of  the 
dern  law  of  nations,  that  free  Jbips  make  free  goods,  ■  and  that 
tbcrand  naval  (lores  for  the  equipment  and  armament  of  VefTels 
not  contraband  of  war. 

id,  TcTviolations  of  our  treaties  with  France,  even  in  their 
:er. 

jd,  To  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
tes  and  Great  Britain  ;  which,  he  alleges,  "  deprives  France 
all  the  advantages  ftipulated  in  a  previous  treaty."— A  fourth 
nplaint  is  truly  ingenious.  The  fortune  of  war  has  conftrained 
le  of  the  belligerent  powers,  from  enemies  to  become  her  allies  ; 
1  if  the  alleged  abandonment  of  the  rules  of  the  modern  law  of 
ions,  in  its  confequences,  works  an  injury  to  thofe  allies, 
m  that  moment  France  is  alfo  injured.  Perhaps  it  will  be  in 
M  to  notice  this  laft  charge  when  thofe  allies  themfelves  com- 
rin ;  if  the  anfwer  to  the  firft,  involving  the  fame  principle, 
Mid  not  render  fuch  notice  altogether  unneceflary. 
1  fliall  now  prcfent  to  your  view  thofe  fads  and  obfervations 
rich  will  prove,  we  conceive,  that  the  minifter's  complaints  ard 
ihoat  any  juft  foundation. 

Under  the  firft  charge,  that  we  have  not  maintained,  as  w* 
gfrt  to  have  done,  our  neutral  rights,  it  is  alleged  ; 
ift,  That  the  pofition,  that  free  fhips  mate  free  goods,  is  an  efta- 
fced  principle  of  the  modern  law  of  nations  ;  and  that  Great 
ihfin,  by  capturing  French  property  on  board  our  veflels,  has 
Rafted  our  neutral  rights ;  and  that  unlefs  we  compel  Great 
ttain  to  refpeft  thofe  rights,  France  will  be  juftified  in  violat- 
Mhem.- 

wot  to  remark  on  the  Angular  reafoning,  that  if  one  warring 
*er  commits  an  ad  of  injuftice  towards  a  neutral  and  innocent 
•ion,  another  warring  power  may  lawfully  commit  the  like 
uflice,  we  may  aflc,  what  authority  is  adduced,  to  (how  that  the 
•dern  law  of  nations  has  eftablimed  the  principle,  that  free  Jbips 
lefree  goods?  Vattel  *  fays  pofitively  that  "  efre&s  belonging  to 
enemy  found  on  board  a  neutral  (hip,  are  feizable  by  the  rights 
wrar."  Agreeably  to  this  long-eftablifhed  rule  of  the  law  of 
ions,  France  herfelf,  in  her  marine  Jaws  t,  has  direfted  that 
tmrchandifes  and  effecls  belonging  to  her  enemies  which  Jhall  bi 


Bookiii.  f.  115.  "      t  Valin,  p.  250.  Reg.  Oft.  21,  1744,  Art.  5. 
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found  »n  b&ard  neutral  veffils  Jhall  be  good  prize.     By  a  former  law 
indeed  the  neutral  veilels  themfelves,  as  well  as  the  effeds  of  her 
enemies  on  board,  were  declared  to  be  good  prize.     Valin  *  re* 
marks,  however,  that  this  regulation  was  peculiar  to  France  and 
Spain  ;  and  that  elfe  where  the  goods  of  the  enemy  were  alone  fub- 
je&ed  to  confiscation.     And  in  the  treaty  of  France  with  the  city 
of  Hamburg  in  1764,  it  was  ftipulated  that  "  all  effeds,  prora- 
tions, and  merchandife  whatsoever  belonging  to  her  enemies,  and 
found  on  board  the  vcflels  of  Hamburg,  (hould  be  confifcated." 

Mr.  Adet  remarks,  that  one  of  his  predeceflbrs,  in  July,  179$ 
applied  on  this  fubjedl  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  but 
was  unfuccefsful.  He  muft  refer  to  Mr.  Genet's  .letter  to  Mr, 
JefFcrfon,  dated  July  9th,  1793  fthe  fubjefl  was  refumedin  terms 
(till  more  extraordinary  in  his  letter  of  July  25th,  1793)9  to  which 
Mr.  Jefferfon  anfwered  on  the  24th,  declaring  t  "  his  belief  that 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that,  by  the  general  law  of  nations,  the 
goods  of  a  friend  found  in  the  vefiel  of  an  enemy,  are  lawful 
prize." — "  It  is  true  that  fundry  nations,  defirous  of  avoiding  the 
inconveniences  of  having  their  velfels  flopped  at  fea,  ranfacked, 
carried  into  port  and  detained,  under  pretence  of  having  enemy 
goods  on  board,  have  in  many  inftances  introduced,  by  that 
Jpee'ial  treaties,  another  principle  between  them,  that  enemy  bot* 
totns  (hall  make  enemy  goods,  and  friendly  bottoms  friendly 
goods ; — but  this  is  altogether  the  effecl:  of  particular  treaty,  con* 
trolling,  in  fpecial  cafes  f  the  general  principle  of  the  law  of  nation!, 
and  therefore  taking  efFefl  between  fuch  nations  only  as  have 
fo  agreed  to  control  it."  And  it  is  plain,  that  it  was  to  avoid  the* 
inconveniences  refulting  from  this  general  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations,  that  France  and  the  United  States  ftipulated,  in  the  23d 
article  of  their  commercial  treaty,  "  That  free  (hips  fliouldgivc 
freedom  to  goods;  and  that  every  thing  fhould  be  deemed  free 
which  fhould  be  found  on  board  the  fliips  belonging  to  the  fubjefli 
of  cither  of  the  contracting  parties,  although  the  whole  lading* 
or  any  part  thereof,  (hould  appertain  to  the  enemies  of  either, 
contraband  goods  being  always  excepted."  It  is  alfo  plain  that 
this  ftipulation  was  intended  to  operate  (indeed  it  was  its  foleob- 
jeft,  and  otherwife  could  have  no  operation  at  all)  when  one  of  the 
parties  (hould  be  at  war  with  a  nation  or  nations  with  whom  the 
other  (hould  be  at  peace.  France,  therefore,  has  now  no  right  to 
complain  if  the  goods  of  her  enemies  find  prote&ion  on  board 
American  (hips,  or  to  pretend,  that  in  order  il  to.  reftore  the 
balance  of  neutrality  to  its  equilibrium,"  (he  may  feize  on  fuch 
goods :  the  juft  equilibrium  between  her  and  the  United  States 
will  be  reftored  when  we  are  at  war  and  (he  at  peace ;  at  which 


*  Vol.  ii.  p.  252,  253.  f  State  Papers,  p.  50.  53.  55. 
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ic  the*  goods  of  our  enemies  will  find  protection  on  board  the 

Tels  of  her  citizens. 

2d.  It  is  alleged,  that  we  have  abandoned  the  modern  public 

*  on  contraband,  and  by  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain  granted  , 
that  power  exclufively  the  free  carriage  of  articles  for  the  equip- 
em  and  armament  of  vefTels. 

Here,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  the  quefliori  recurs,  What  is  the 
w  of  nations  on  the  point  in  difpute  ?  Vattel  *  defines  contraband 
xxis  to  be  "  commodities  particularly  ufed  in  war;  fuch  as 
ins,  military  and  nav&l  (lores,  timber^  horfes,  and  even  provi- 
>ns,in  certain  jun&ures,  when  thei%  are  hopes  of  reducing  the 
lemy  by  famine."  In  the  treaty  between  France  and  Denmark, 
included  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1742 1,  "  tar  was  declared  con- 
aband,  together  with  rofin,  fails,  hemp,  cordage,  mails,  and 
liber  for  (hip-building." — "  Thus,  on  this  account,"  fays 
atn,  "  there  would  have  been  no  caufe  for  complaining  of  the 
toduft  of  the  Englifh,  if  they  had  not  infringed  particular 
saties ;  for  of  right  thefe  things  are  now  contraband,  and  have 
to  fo  (ince  the  beginning  of  this  centufy,  which,  however,  was 

*  the  cafe  formerly." — il  The  modern  public  law  on  contra- 
&i9"  mentioned  by  Mr.  Adet  and  his  predeceflbrs,  probably 
rers  to  the  principles  declared  by  the  armed  neutrality  during  the 
Bprican  war.  This  tranfa&ion  is  too  remarkable  to  be  palled 
latticed. 

During  that  war,  Great  Britain  and  the  other  belligerent  powers, 
crcifing  the  rights  allured  to  them  by  the  law  of  nations,  made 
ize  of  enemies  property  on  board  neutral  vefTels*  and  of  con- 
(band  goods  belonging  to  neutrals.  Eager  as  neutral  nations 
aft  be  to  feize  the.  opportunity  which  war  prcfents,  of  becoming 
s  carriers  for  the  belligerent  nations,  whofe  (hips  and  mariners 
5  -wanted  for  military  operations,  it  was  perfeftly  natural  that 
!  former  fh on  Id  defire  to  eftablifh  as  a  rule,  that  free  (hips  fhould 
4c  free  goods ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  neutral  bottoms  fhould 
*eft  the  goods  on  board,  to  whomfoever  they  belonged ;  and  it 
it  equally  natural  for  them  to  defire  to  diminifh  the  lift  of  con- 
baud.  In  refpeft  to  the  latter,  it  muft  have  been  particularly 
crefting  to  the  three  northern  maritime  powers,  from  whofe 
flinions  chiefly  the  other  maritime  nations  of  Europe  received 
flies  of  timber  and  naval  (lores,  to  (hike  thefe  from  the  lift 
contraband,  or  by  fome  means  to  exempt  them  from  capture. 
With  thefe  difpofitions,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  in  February, 
lo,  made  public  the  principles  on  which  (he  would  maintain 
commerce  of  her  fubje&s.  It  is  neceffary  here  to  recite  only 
^  of  them:  1.  That  all  the  effefts  belonging  ta  fubjefis  of 
nations  at  war  (hould  be  free  on  board  neutral  veffels  ;  contra* 

•  B.  vii.  f.  11a.  t  Valin,  vol,  ft.  $%*4v  ^ 
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band  goods  excepted.     2*  That  the  articles  of  contraband  Aoul 
be  regulated  by  the  ioth  and  nth  articles  of  her  treaty  of 
merce  with  Great  Britain,  extending  the  regulations  of  thofea 
tides  to  all  the  belligerent  powers. 

To  enforce  the  obfervance  of  thefe  principles,  fhe  gave  orde  : 
for  equipping  a  confiderable  part  of  her  marine. 

Irr  July  of  the  fame  year,  Denmark  acceded  to  the  principl 
of  the  armed  neutrality,  and  entered  into  a  convention  with  Ruili 
for  maintaining  them  ;  afluming  for  her  rule  in  determining  wh* 
articles  mould  be  deemed  contraband,    her  treaty   of  commer 
with  Great  Britain,  concluded  the  1  ith  of  July,  1670,     In  fclm 
third  article  of  this  treaty,  the  description  of  contraband  good 
is  in  general  terms :  "  Any  provifions  of  war,  as  foldiers,  arrns'j 
machines,  cannon,  ihips,  or  other  things  of  neceflary  life  in  war.  *J 
But  by  a  convention  concluded  at   London  011  the  4th  of  July, 
1780,  between  Great  Britain   and   Denmark,  "  to  explain  th* 
treaty  of  commerce  of  1C70  between  the  two  powers,"  the  ar- 
ticles deemed  contraband  are  particularly  enumerated,  andamonf 
them  we  fee  "  timber  for  fhip- building,  tar,  rofin,  copper  in 
iheets,  fails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally  whatever  fcrvtf 
direflly  for  the  equipment  of  a  veird,  unwrought  iron  and  fir- 
planks  excepted."     It  is  remarkable,  that  thefe  are*  the  very  v- 
tides  admitted  as  contraband  in  the  18th  article  of  our  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  admiflion  Mr.Adct 
declares,  "  all  the  commercial  relations  between  France  and  the 
United  States  are  entirely  broken." 

But  it  is  further  to  be  noticed,  that  this  convention  between 
Ruflia  and  Denmark,  concluded  in  the  lnidfl  of  the  American 
war,  for  maintaining  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality,  an<J 
to  which  other  European  powers  acceded,  is  explicitly  declared 
in  the  9th  article  *,  to  have  been  concluded  and  agreed  on  for  the 
time  that  war  fhould  lafl  t ;  though  it  was  to  ferve  as  a  bafis  to  fu- 
ture engagements,  which  circumftances  might  render  neceffaryj 
on  account  of  new  naval  wars  in  Europe.     And  with  the  latter 
view,  the   King  of  Sweden   manifsfled  the  utmoft  folicttude  left 
the  war  fhould  be  clofed  without  the  intervention  of  the  neutral 
powers.     He  therefore  was  urgent  that  the  Emprefs,  with  all  the 
parties  to  the  maritime  convention,  "  fhould  propofe  to  the  belli- 
gerent powers  the  cftabliihing  of  a  congrefs,  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent concerns  both  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  of  the  neutral 
ftates,  fhould  be  examined  and  terminated  %."  And  thefe  concerns 
he  afterwards  mentions  to  be  the  pacification,  and  this  fettling  of  a 
maritime  code  of  laws ;"  objeds  truly  important,  and  meriting  all 
the  folicitude  manifclted  on  the  occafion  by  the  King, 

fr  ■  —————  ^   1  ■  ■*— — ■ 

*  Hift.  Armed  Neutrality,  p.  77.        \  Marten's  Treaties,  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 
/  Hill.  Arm>  Neut.  p.  147 — 150. 
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But  thefe  fteps  of  the  King  of  Sweden  fervc  as  additional  proofs 
that  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality  were  not  coniidered  by 
the  parties  to  the  maritime  convention  as  fancVioned  by  the  exit- 
ing law  of  nations.     For  permanently  to  eftublifh  thofc  ailumed 
principles,  by  introducing  them  into  a  maritime  code,  was  obvi- 
oufly  the  influential  motive  with  the  King  for  de firing  a  congrefs, 
at  which  fuch  a  code  might  be  fettled  with  the  aifent  of  all  the 
nations  of  Europe.     But  this  projedt  did  not  fucceed :  no  congrefs 
•was  formed :  the  belligerent  powers  made  peace  at  differentpe- 
~*iods,  and  with  that  war  ended  the  maritime  convention.     This 
no  nation  has  more  reafon  to  regret  than  our  own,  as  well  becaufe 
the  principles  in  queition  refpeft  fome  very  valuable  portions  of 
our  exports,  las  becaufe  our  difpolition  and  our  policy  preferving 
us  in  peace,  fuch  an  extended  liberty  of  commerce  would  prove 
highly  advantageous  to  us  as  carriers  for  the  powers  at  war. 

yfc  have  feen  then  that  the  law  of  nations,  the  marine  laws  of 
France,  her  own  treaties  as  well  as  thofe  of  other. nations,  and 
even  the  fyftem  of  the  armed  neutrality,  inconteftably  eftablifh 
thefe,  principles :  That  enemies  goods  on  board  neutral  veflcls  are 
rightful  fuhjeds  of  capture  and  condemnation  ;  and  that  timber 
and.  other  articles  for  the  equipment  and  armament  of  (hips,  are 
contraband  of  war ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  ad  minion  of  thefe 

Jrinciples,  in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
ritain,  not  being  a  grant  to  her.  of  any  right,  (for  in  what  fenfe 

'could  we  be  faid  to  give  what  (he  before  poflefled  ?)  furnifhes  no 
juft  ground' of  offence  to  France.  In  what  fenfe  too  can  the 
united  States  be  faid  to  have  "  refufed  to  other  nations  a  right/* 
which  they  and  we  voluntarily  and  mutually  agreed  to  renounce? 
Gr  how'  are  we  chargeable  with  "  partiality  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land," becaufe  we  do  not  take  arms  to  compel  her  alfo  to  renounct 
it? 

But  Mr.  Adet,  {till  retting  on  the  idea,  that  not  to  compel  Great 
Britain  to  renounce,  is  to  grant  her  a  right,  feems  to  imagine  that 
we  (hall  attempt  to  obviate  his  complaints  by  faying,  "  That 
France  having  the  right,  by  her  treaty  of  1778,  to  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  in  commerce  and  navigation  which  the  United  States 
have  granted  to  England,  is  not  injured  by  the  ftipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  1794  (with  Great  Britain],  relative  to  contraband  of 
jrar ;  as  they  become  common  to  her." — But  we  (hall  fay  no  fuch 
thing.  The  fecond  article  to  which  he  refers  has  no  relation  to  . 
this  fubjeft.  Had  we  granted  any  particular  favour  to  Great 
|)  ritain,  or  to  any  other  nation,  in  refpeft  to  commerce  and  na- 
vigation, we  readily  admit  that  by  this  article  France  would  be 

.  immediately  entitled  to  the  fame.  But  in  regard  to  contraband 
pf  War,  we  have  granted  nothing  ;  and  therefore,  under  that  article. 
Trance  can  claim  nothing. 

Under  the  influence  of  prefent  and  temporary  intereft,  the  very 

nature 
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nature  of  the  ftipulations  between  France  and  the  United  States^ 
on  the  fubjc£t  of  free  commerce  and  the  limitation  of  contraband ^ 
fecms  to  be  forgotten.     They  took  for  the  bafis  of  their  treaty 
"  the  moft  perttft  equality  and  reciprocity" — would  they  the  n. 
con fp ire   to  their  own   hurt  ?  Would  they   voluntarily  and  mu- 
tually ftipulatc   for  injuries?  Or  for  advantages?  Certainly  the* 
latter ;    and  both  considered  the  agreement  reciprocally  advan- 
tageous, which  fecured  to  each,  in  its  turn,  the  freedom  of  com- 
merce provided  by  the  rules,  that  free  (hips  {hould  make  free: 
goods  ;  and  that*  timber  and  naval  (lores  {hould  be  excluded  froi 
the  lilt  of  contraband. 

Conne&ed  with   this  fubjcA  is  what  concerns  the  article 

proviftons.    Mr.  Adct  fays,  that  "  after  having  allured  to  the  Eni 

Hfli  the  carriage  of  naval  ftores,  the  federal   government  wijh&yi 
to  a  flu  re  them   that  of  meals  ;  in  a  word,  it  defired  to  have 
merce  only  with  England*     Thus  it  ftipulates  by  the  18th  artici 
that  the  American  velTels  laden  with  grain  may  be  feized,  und^ 
the  frivolous  pretext,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  define  tl~*^ 
cafes  wherein  provifions,  and  other  articles,  which  are  generaLly 
excepted,  could  be  clafled  in  the  lift  of  contraband  of  war." 

There  are  fo  many  extraordinary  alTertions  in  Mr.  Adefc  ^ 
notes,  thofe  in  the  above  paragraph  excite  no  furprife.  The  fie*- ' 
deral  government  is  constituted  of  citizens  who  have  a  comtnoMf11 
intereft  with  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States :  that  cone*--" 
mon  intereft  has  a  peculiar  relation  to  commerce,  on  thefre^"~ 
dom  and  extenfion  of  which  the  public  revenue  and  the  gener^* 
profperity  of  our  country  chiefly  depend..  Will  it  then  be  \p*^  — 
iieved,  that  the  government  ivijhed  this  commerce  to  be  rejlrainp'^**. 
particularly  the  commerce  in  ?ncalsy which  compofe  the  mod  valui  ^*-— 
ble  part  of  our  exports?  Efpecially  will  it  be  believed,  that  ttr*^ 
government  defired  that  our  citizens  might  have  commerce  vr*+3 
with  England?  Let  the  general  fenfe  of  our  fellow-citizens  anfwr 
thefe  charges  :  let  the  great  mafs  of  our  commercial  brethren 
fwer ;  they  whofc  enterprife  traverfes  every  fca,  and  explor~^s 
every  region  of  the  globe,  to  extend  their  gainful  trade  ;  citizc  ^"*8 
whofe  commercial  adventures  to  France  and  her  colonies  ha-^1^* 
rifen  annually  to  many  millions  ;  adventures  by  which  many  ha-  ^^C6 
hazarded  their  credit  awl  their  fortunes  :  yet,  among  all  our  ci  "^  *"" 
zens,  none  have  been  more  folicitous  to  form  a  commercial  tre^^*  ' 
with  Britain;  none  more  decided  in  approving  that  which  has  be  ^^"n 
jrude. 

For  the  rcafoning  of  our  own  government  on  this  fubjefl;  I  b 
leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  September  12th,  1795,  writtr 
by  the  Prefident's  direction  to  Mr.  Monroe:   therein  it  was 
tempted  to  (how  the  necejfity  and  our  right  of  forming  that  tre: 
Yrith  Great  Britain  ;  and   I   hnpc  it  will  appear  to  you,  that  t 


lufion  is  there  fairly  drawn,  that  eveji  the  1 8th  article,  as  it 
i&s  provifions,  would  operate  favourably  to  France, 
efore  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,    her  cruifers  captured 
ral  veflels  bound  to  France  with  provifions.     She  afferted, 

in  certain  cafes  provifions  were  contraband  of  war ;  confe- 
itlyf  that  (he  might  lawfully  capture  and  confifcate  fuch  pro- 
ns.  We  oppofed  the  principle  and  the  practice.  Britain 
:ed  on  her  right.  In  this  dilemma,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
y9  that  whenever  provifions  becoming  contraband  by  the  laW 
ations  mould  be  captured,  they  mould  be  paid  for  with  a 
>nable  mercantile  profit.  This  ftipulation,  without  admitting 
principle,  by  fecuring  the  American  merchants  from  lofs  in 

of  capture,  would  certainly  tend  to,  promote,  rather  than  to 
>urage,  adventures  in  provifions  to  France. 
ut  as  this  treaty  has  been  the  fubject  of  ferious  complaint  on 
part  of  France*  it  is  important  to  inquire  with  what  found* 
3  the  complaint  is  made, 
might  pafs  over  the  unworthy  infinuations   of  the  minifter, 

the  treaty  was  entered  into  by  us  in  order  to  affure  advantages 
£  Englijh,  and  to  fumijb  our  oivn  government  with  a  reply  to  the 
vs  of  France,  and  peremptory  motives  for  refufals  tos  accede  to  them  ; 

the  true  objefl  of  the  negotiation  was  incejfantly  difguifed  under 
cus  pretexts ,  and  covered  with  ihe  veil  of  dijjimulatim.  Thefe 
illations  have  been  indifcreetly  addrefTed  to  the  people  of  the 
ted  States.  They  will  gain  no  belief.  It  may,  however,  be 
ul  for  you  to  be  truly  informed  on  the  fubject. 
'he  Prefident's  meflage  to  the  Senate  on  the  16th  of  April* 
4,  does  not  declare  (as  Mr.  Adet  aflerts)  "  that  Mr.  Jay  was 

to  London  only  to  obtain  a  redrefsof  wrongs."  The  Prefi- 
t  fays,  that  Mr.  Jay's  million  would  announce  to  the  world 
folicitude  for  a  friendly  adjuftment  of  our  complaints,"  and 

"  going  immediately  from  the  United  States,  fuch  an  envoy 
ild  carry  with  him  a  full  knowledge  of  the  exifting  temper 
fenfibility  of  our  country ;  and  thus  be  taught  to  vindicate  our 
's  with  firmnefs,  and  to  cultivate  peace  with  fincerity."     And 

the  purfuit  of  either  of  thefe  objects  be  denied  to  us  ?  What 
•  our  complaints  ?  The  mod  urgent  regarded  the  fpoliations 
>ur  commerce,  and  the  inexecution  of  the  article  of  the 
y  of  peace  refpe&ing  the  polls.  With  the  latter  was 
le&ed  the  Indian  war,  with  which  we  had  been  harafTed  for 
lany  years;  and  with  the  former,  the  injury  or  ruin  of  ou;r 
chants,  and  the  confequent  extenfive  damage  to  agriculture* 
fie  being  the  moil  prominent  objects  of  the  million,  were  of 
Ic  moft  obfervable,  and  moft  talked  of;  and  without  theim 
Xiifiion  probably  would  not  at  that  time  have  been  contem- 
*I.  But  had  we  no  other  "  complaints?"  Did  not  the  im- 
inent  of  our  feamen,  like  the  fpoliations  on  our  commerce. 
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txcite  an  tiniverfa!  complaint  ?    Had  we  never  manifefted  ouf 
uncafinefs  at  Great  Britain's  avoiding  a  commercial  treaty?  Was 
it  not  even  a  fubje&  of  complaint  and  reproach  ?  Was  not  the 
inducing  her  to  enter  into  fuch  a  treaty  the  objeft  of  divers  mea- 
ftires  agitated  in  Congrcfs  ?  Had  riot  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  been  carneftly  fought  for  from  the  conclufiotl  of  the 
war  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Jay's  million  ?   How  alfo  could  Mr.  Jay* 
after  adjufting  the  primary  objedts  of  his  million,  better  prtiveth6 
fmcerity  of  our  pacific  difpofition,  and  more  effeftuaily  ** culti- 
vate peace,"  than  by  forming  arrangements  calculated* to  extend*. 
and  proteft  our  trade,  to  promote  good  neighbourhood,  and    a 
friendly  and  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe  ;  by  prefcribing  a  pre- 
vious demand  of  jultice  and  fatistaftion  to  hafty  reprisals,  wnieft 
naturally  lead  to  War;  and  by  agreeing  on  other  regulations  to 
prevent  difputes,  or  to  adjufr.  them  when  they  fhould  arife?  All 
thefe  objects  then,  and  whatever  elfc  would  be  the  means  of 
"  cultivating  peace,"   were  clearly  comprehended  in  the  Prefi- 
dent's  mellage. 

But  Mr.  Adet    fays,    "  that  Mr.  Jay's  negotiation  was  en- 
veloped from  its  origin  in  the  fhadow  of  myftery."  ■   And  to  whom 
was  our  government  bound  to  unveil  it }  To- France,  'or  to" he* 
minifterr   Mr.  Adct  fliould   anfwer;    or  not  have   complained* 
And  was  it  for  this,  to  make  us  a  dependence  on  the  French 
empire,  that  our  alliance  was  formed  r  Did  we  ftipulafe  to  fubmit 
the  cxercife  of  our  fovcreigniy  (if  it  is  not  a  contradi&ion  in 
terms)  to  the  dire&ion  of  the  government  of  France  ?  Let  th£ 
treaty  itfclf  furnifh  the  anfwer*  :    "  The  eflcntial  and  direft  end 
of  the  prefent   defenfive  alliance  is  to  maintain  effectually  the 
liberty,  fovereignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  of  th^ 
faid  United  States,  as  well   in  matters  of  government  as  of  com- 
merce"    So  like  wife  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  in  i*s 
preamble  declares,  that  his  molt  Chriftian  Majefty  and  the  United 
States,  willing  to  fix  the  rules  which  ought  to  be  followed  relative 
to  the  correfpondence  and  commerce  which  they  delire  to  eftabli*** 
between  their  refpecXive  countries,  have  taken  "  for  the  bafis  °* 
their  agreement,  the  mod  pcrfeft  equality  and  reciprocity"—"  and 
referving  withal  to  each  party  the  liberty  of  admitting  at  its  pleaf**rt 
ether  nations  to  a  participation  of  the  fame  advantages."     C^r" 
refponding  with  this  declaration  in  our  treaty  of  amity  and  cor**- 
merce  with  France,  is  the  declaration  of  the  Marquis  de  NoaiH*5*' 
her  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  London,  on  the    13th   of  MafC*1* 
1778,  five  weeks  after  the  treaty  was  figned.     Some  paflages     *J 
this  declaration  are  fo  pertinent  to  the  fubjedt  in  difcuflion,  I  fl*^u 
quote  them  at  length. 


■fc-*i 
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*  The  iraderfigned  ambaflador  of  his  mod  Chriitiaa  Majefty 
'received  expnefs  orders  to  make  the  following  declaration  fo 
court  of  London: 

1  The  United  States  of  North  America,  who  are  in  full,  poffijjion 
ndtpendence\a$  pronounced  by  them  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776, 
ingpxupofed  to  the  King,  to  consolidate  by  a  formal  conven- 
i  the  connexion. begun  to  be  eftablifhed  betwen  the  two  nations, 
refpc&ive  plenipotentiaries  have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendlhip 
commerce,  defigncd  to  ferve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual 
d  correspondence.  . .  j 

1  His  Majefty  being  determined  to  cultivate  the  good  under- 
ding  fubfifling  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  by  every 
na  compatible  with  his  dignity,  and  the  good  of  his  fubje&s, 
ks  it  neceffary  to  make\tois  proceeding  known  to  the  court  of 
don,  and  to  declare*  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  contracting 
ies  have  paid  great  attention  not  to  Jtipulate  any  exclujive  advan- 
r  in  favour  of  the  French  nation,  and  that  the  United  State t  have 
•ytdthe  liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation  whatever  uponAkt 
'  footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity"  Why,  after  all  this,,  do 
bear  from  Mr.  Adet  .the  complaint,  that  the  negotiations .  of 
Britiih  treaty  were  fecretly  conducted  r  In  other  words,  that 
KCI£*fing  their  abfolute  and  unlimited  rights  of  "  government 
commerce,"  the  United  States  did  not  lay  open  to  the  French 
ifter?  or  his  government,  the  inftruftions  to  our  envoy  for 
ing  our  own  difputes,  and  regulating  our  own  commerce  with 
at  Britain  ?  So  far  as  candour  and  friendlhip  required,  a  coru- 
scation was  made  to  the  French  minifter.  He  was  officially 
rmed,  "  that  Mr.  Jay  was  intruded  not  to  weaken  our  en- 
ments  to  France."  This  inftrudion  was  obeyed,  Mr.  Jay 
ag  taken  care  to  infert  in  the  ^5th  article  of  the  treaty  this 
licit  ftipulation,  that  "  nothing  in  this  treaty  contained  (hall 
onftrued  or  operate  contrary  to  former  and  exifting  public 
des  with  other  fovereigns  or  ftates." 

*he  government  gave  a  farther  proof  of  its  candour  and  frifcnoV 
>  by  communicating  to  the  French  minifter  the  treaty  itfelf, 
r  to  its  rati6cation,  "  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make  fuch 
•rvations  thereon  as  he  might  judge  proper.*'  Thefe  obfervar 
s  you  will  fee  in  Mr.  Adet's  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
[une  30,  1795;  and  the  refutation  .of  his  objections  in  the 
Gary's  anfwer,  dated  the  6th  of  July  following*  •:'.;■  ■-. 
^ ith  thefe  fafls  in  view,  fafls,  of  which  the  chief  are  drawn 
1  our  treaties  with  France,  and  from  her  own  ads  and  laws, 
t  opinion  is  to  be  formed  of  Mr.  Adet's  declaration,  "  that 
Executive  Directory  regards  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded 
Great  Britain,  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  made  with 
ice  in'  1778,  and  equivalent  to  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Great 
tin?" 
OL.  VI.  Pp  W^ 


.(   «9°  ;) 

■ 

I  wiH  now  advert  to  the  charge,  "  That,  far  from  offering  th« 
•  French  the  fuccours  which  friendfhip  might  have  given  withou 
compromitting  it,  the  American  government  in  this  re(peA 
lated  the  letter  of  treaties." ' 

As  far  as  I  can  difcover,  the  latter -part  of  tfiis  charge  is 
wholly  on  the  17th  article  of  the  commercial  treaty ;  which, 
.fore,    it   will  be  neceflary  to  examine.  •  The   ftipulatioss 
jnutual ;  but  the  examination  will  be  Amplified  by  c 
their    application   to    France  alone.       The  17th  article   th» 
declares — 

ift.  'That  the  (hips  of  war  and   privateers  of  France 
freely  carry  the  (hips  and  goods  tahn  from  their  enemies  into 
ports  of  the  United  States^  without  being  obliged  to  .pay  any 
to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judges.  - 

2d.  That  fuch  prizes  are  not  to  be  arretted  or  feized  when 
enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

.  3d.  That  the  officers  of  the  United  States  (hall  not  make  Mqr 
examination  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  fuch  prizes :  but,  - 

4th.  That  they  may  hoift  fail  at  any  time,  and  depart,  mad 
carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  exprefied  in  their  commiffions. 

5th.  That,  on  the  contrary,  no  (helter  or  refuge  (hall  be  given 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  fuch  as  (hall  have  made -prize 
of  the  fubje&s,  people,  or  property  of  France  ;  but  if  •  filch  fall 
come  in,  being  forced  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  the  danger  of  te 
fea,  all  proper  means  (hall  be  vigoroufly  ufetf  that  they  go  otftild 
retire  from  thence  as  foon  as  poflible. 

It  will  alfo  be  convenient  here  to  notice  the  ftipulations  tot— 
tained  in  the  2ad  article.     Thefe  are, 

1  ft.  That  foreign  privateers  not  belonging  to  French  fubje&s 
or  citizens,  having  commiffions  from  any  other  prince  or  flate  in 
enmity  with  France,  (hall  not  fit  their  (hips  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  ; 

ad.  Nor  fell  their  prizes,  nor  in  any  other  manner  exchange 
their  (hips,  mcrchandifes,  or  any  other  lading ; 

jd.  Nor  purchafe  vi&uals,  except  fuch  as  (hall  be  neceflary  fc>*" 
their  going  to  the  neareft  port  of  the  prince  or  ftate  from  whkrt'1 
they  have  commiffions. 

The  cafes  that  have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  w** 
in  relation  to  our  treaty  with  France,  particularly  the  17th  at*** 
22d  articles  juft  mentioned,  have  led  to  numerous  "tfifcuflions,  a*1 
which  fever  a  I  points  have  been  deliberately  fettled,  eithe*  t>y 
legi dative  or  executive  a&s,  or  by  judicial  decifions.  -  £ 

The  firft  important  executive  aft  was  the  proclamation  *>* 
neutrality  by  the  Preftdent  of  the  United  States.  This  wasiffue** 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1793- 

At  the  next  meeting  of  Congrefs  on  the  3d  of  December,  1795' 

the  Prefident  laid  this  proclamation  before  both  houfes.    Th* 

Senate; 
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Senate*  in  their  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  Prefideht's  fpeecfr,  thus 
exprefs. their  opinion  of  the- proclamation : 

««  We  deem  it  a  meafure  well-timed,  and  wife ;  manifefting  a 
watchful  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and' calculated 
to  promote  it."  •' 

The  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  was  untmrmujty 
agreed  to.  We  read  in  it  this  paragraph :  "  The  United  Stated 
having  taken  no  part  in  the  war  which  had  embraced,  in  JEuropte> 
die  powers  with  whom  they  have  the  molt  extenflvc  relatioftsv  the 
maintenance  of  peace  was  juftly  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the) 
moft  important  duties  of  the  magiftrate  charged  with  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  laws.  We  accordingly  witnefs,  with  approbation 
and  plcafure,  the  vigilance  with  which  you  have  guarded  agairtft 
an  interruption  of  that  bleffing  by  your  proclamation,  admonifh- 
ing  our  citizens  of  the  confequences  of  illicit  or  hoftile  ads 
towards  the  belligerent  parties ;  and  promoting,  by  a  declaration. 
*f  the  eaifting  legal  ftate  of  things,  an  eafier  admiffion  of  our 
fight  to  the  immunities  belonging  to  pur  fituation." 

VTet  this  is  the  inilrument,  thus  approved  by  Cortgrefs,  and 
whofc  only  obje&  was  to  caution  our  citizens  to  avoid  certain  a&% 
which  would  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  which  Mr.  Adet  has 
ventured  to  call  "  an  iniidious  proclamation  of  neutrality  ln 

T" he  next  executive  ad  noticed  by  Mr.  Adet*  is  the  letter  of 
tk  4-th  of  Auguft,  1793,  written  by  the  Prtfident's  comitiand^ 
ty  the.  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  to  the  collectors  of  the  cuftoitts, 
■^  accompanied  by  the  rules  which  the  Prefident  had  adopted,  for 

; [Renting  all  armaments  in  favour  of  any  of  the  belligerent  powers; 
hef^  rules  were  confidered  as  juft  and  neceflary  deductions  from 
|j*    iaws  of  neutrality  eftabliflied  and  received  among  nations. 
The   letter  from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  is  explanatory  of 
"wOa  rules;  and  among  other  inftru&ions,  particularly  points  the 
yoll^&ors  to  the  17th  and  22d  articles  of  our  treaty  with  France: 
j*ft      by  inattention,  or  mifconception  of  them,    fhe  might  be 
lnJ**red,  and  her  enemies  benefited.     The  letter  concludes  with 
c?Joining  the  colle&ors  to  execute  thofe  inftru&ions   "  with 
**S*lance,  care,  aflivity,  and  impartiality"—"  becaufe  dmiflions 
^^ld  tend  to  expofe  the  government  to  injurious  imputations  and 
*j|!X*icions,  and  proportionably  to  commit  the  good  faith  and  peace 
°*  *fce  country."     How  could  fuch  rules,  with  fuch  reafons  to 
^^Orce  them,  not  efcape  cenfure  ?  They  were  framed  and  required 
to  ^e  executed  with  ftrift  impartiality ;  and  confeq'uently,  were 
to»  prevent  Frenchmen  continuing  thofe  aggreffions  on  oqr  fove- 
J^Snty  and  neutrality,  which  had  been  commenced  under  Mr. 
^net's  orders,  and  which  were  calculated  to  involve  us  in  a  wat 
^th  Britain,  Spain,  and  Holland ;  for  at  that  time  thefe  wtr6 
*  combined  againft  France.     Frenchmen  were  to  have  no  other 
r^tfereaow-  than  theft  fecund  to  them  by  treaty  (except  that  theif 

P  p  %  ^w 
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were  not  forbidden  to  fell  their  lawful  prizes  in  our  ports) ;  am 
our  own  citizens  were  to  be  reftfaincd  from  committing  hoftiHtiea 
under  the  banners  of  France,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other  powers. 

The  third  offenfive  a£fc  was  the  F reiident'sy ubmitting  to  CongrttfTj 
thefe  meafures,  and  fuggefting  the  expediency  of  extending  otm  z 
legal  code,  giving  competent  j'irifdiclion  to  the  courts,  and  pro. 
vidtng  adequate  penalties  to  prevent  or  punifli  violations  of  th*4 
laws  of  nations.  . 

m  The  next  complaint  refpefts  the  aft  of  Congrefs  parted  on  th« 
5th  of  June,  1794,  "  tor  the  punifliment  of  certain  crimes  againf* 
the  United  States  ;"  being  thofe  to  which  their  attention  had  bees: 
called  by  the  Prefident's  fpeech.     Mr.  Adct  aiks,  "  What  was  its 
refult?"  and  gives  himfelf  the  following  anfwer:  €t  In  corife- 
quence  of  this  law,  the  greater  part  of  the  French  privateers  have 
been  arretted,  as  well  as  their  prizes ;  not  upon  formal  depofi« 
tions,  not  upon  eflablifhed  teftimony,  not  upon  a  neceflary  body 
of  proofs,  but  upon  the  iimple  information  of  the  confulof  one  of 
the  powers  at  war  with  the  French  republic,  frequently  upon  that 
of  failors  of  the  enemy-powers,  fometimes  according  to  the  orders 
of  the  governors,  but  often  upon  the  demand  of  the  diftrid  attor- 
n'les,  who  aflert,  upon  principles  avowed  by  the  government,  that 
their  convi&ion  was  fufficient  to  authorize  them,  without  com- 
plaint or  regular  information,  to  caufe  the  privateers  to  be  pro* 
fecuted  in  virtue  of  the  law  above  mentioned/' — And  "  when 
the  mini  iters  of  the  republic  have  afked  for  juflice  of  the  govern- 
ment, for  the  vexations  experienced  by  the  privateers,  tn  con- 
tempt of  the  17th  article  of  the  treaty,  they  have  never  been  able 
to  obtain  fatisfa&ion." 

Judging  only  by  thefe  declarations  of  Mr.  Adet,  a  ftranger 
would  imagine  there  had  been  a  combination  of  the  general  and 
ftate  governments  and  of  our  courts,  to  harafs  and  do  injuftice 
to  Frenchmen  engaged  in  privateering.  But  our  own  citizens 
place  a  different  eftiinate  on  this  impeachment  of  their  Preiidcnt, 
their  fenators  and  reprcfentatives  in  Congrefs,  their  judges  and 
other  public  officers:  and  an  examination  of  the  cafes  cited  by 
Mr,  Adet  to  fupport  his  aifertions  will  manifeft  their  incor- 
reftnefs.- 

Firft  cafe*  The  French  privatccF  SansParetl,  and  her  prizcthe 
Ferfeverance. 

On  the -26th  .Auguft,  1794,  Mr.  Fatichet  com  pi  ai  nod:  that  the 

prize  had  been  feized  on  the  pretext  that  the  Sans  Pareil  had  been 

illegally  armed,  in  the  United   States.     The  anfwer  of  Septem- 

ber^d  from  the  fecretary  ot  (late,  which  Mr.  Adet  cenfurei  "as 

indicative  of  delay,"  aflured  him,  that  the  fectetary  bad,  urged  the 

governor  of  Rhode  Ifland,.  where  the  prize. was  carried,  to  report 

the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  without  dejlay:     On  the.  27th  of 

Sep/omber,  die  fecretary   informed  Mr,  EaUqhet,  .that,  the  go- 
-'"*-■  vcrnor 
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vernor  had  decided  that  the  prize  (hould  be  reftored.  On  the 
17th  of  Odober  Mr.  Fauchet  renewed  his  complaint,  for  on  the 
fuit  of  the  claimant  the  prize  had  again  been  arretted  by  procefs 
from  the  diftrid  court.  The  fecrctary  of  (late  anfwered  011  the 
aid,  with  information  that  ought  to  have  fatisfied  Mr.  Fauchet. 
For  admitting,  that  agreeably  to  the  law  of  the  5th  of  June,  17949 
the  courts  had  authority,  and  were  bound  in  duty  to  take  cogni- 
fance  of  captures  made  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  United  States, 
or  by  privateers  illegally  fitted  in  their  ports  (the  right  of  doing 
which  Mr.  Fauchet  did  not  conteft),  they  could  not  refufe  it  in  the 
cafe  of  the  prize  of  the  Sans  Pareil:  the  guard  againft  vexatious. 
profecutions  being  the  judgment  for  cods  and  damages  to  which 
an  unjuft  prolecutor  is  expofed.  The  circular  letter  written  on 
this  occafion  to  the  governors  of  the  ftates  manifefts  the  folicitude 
of  our  government  to  prevent  vexatious  fuits. 

Second  cafe.     Glafs  and  Gibbs. 

By  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  this  cafe,  you  will  fee  that  the  court  did  not,  as 
Hated  by  Mr.  Adet,  determine,  "  That  the  tribunals  could  de- 
cide whether  a  prize  belonged  to  enemies  or  to  neutrals."  The 
queftion  before  the  court  was  of  the  cognifance  of  a  captured  veflel 
and  cargo,  the  former  the  property  of  a  Swede,  and  the  latter  be- 
longing partly  to  fome  Swedes  and  partly  to  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  opinion  therefore  pronounced  by  the  fupreme  court 
applied  to  the  cafe  in  which  one  of  the  claimants  was  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  And  after  folemn  argument,  the  court  decided, 
u  That  the  diftriS  court  of  Maryland  had  jurifdi&ion,  and  {hould 
accordingly  proceed  to  determine  upon  this  cafe  agreeably  to  law 
and  right." 

I  will  add  only  one  more  remark— That  the  17th  article,  thev 
letter  of  which  we  are  charged  with  violating,  in  fuffering  our 
courts  to  take  cognifance  of  French  prizes,  exprefsly  refer!  to 
"the  (hips  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies  \n  and  it  is  the 
"  examination  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  fuch  prizes, "  which 
the  article  forbids.  But  no  examination  of  fuch  prizes  has  been 
attempted  by  our  government  or  tribunals,  unlefs  on  clear  evi* 
dence,  or  reasonable  prefumption,  that  the  captures  were  made  in 
circumftances,  which  amounted  to  a  violation  of  our  fovereignty 
and  territorial  rights. 

.  Third  cafe.  The  French  privateer  VAmi  de  la  Point  a-  Petre§ 
Captain  William  Talbot,  and  her  Dutch  prize,  the  Vrouw  Chrif* 
tiana  Magdalena.  * 

To  the  information  contained  in  the  papers  collected  in  this 
cafe,  I  have  to  add,  that  this  caufe  was  finally  decided  in  the. 
fupreme  court  in  Auguft  term,   1795.     The  court  were  unani- 
tnoufly  of  opinion  that  in  the  particular  circumftances  of  Talbot's 
cafe,  notwithstanding  his  French  comnriffion,  ai\4  \\\s  X^V\t\^  a.\x 
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oflthof  allegiance  to  the  French  republic,  he  continued  t&bei  It 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  But  the  caufe,  as  Iain  informed,  |fc 
did  not  appear  to  have  turned  on  this  point.  Talbot  had  aiTbchttcd 
with  one  Ballard,  commanding  an  armed  veflel  called  the  Ami  A 
la  Liberie,  which  had  been  fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  and  id  wf* 
no  commiffion.  Talbot  and  Ballard  cruifed  together  as  contorts;  \ 
and  in  fad  it  was  Ballard's  veflel  that  took  the  prize ;  Talbot  not 
coming  up  lill  an  hour  after  the  capture.  Ballard  was  afterwards 
tried  before  the  circuit  court  for  piracy. 

The  court  were  of  opinion,  from  the  tenour  of  the  evidence,  that 
Talbot's  vtflel  was  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  tm 
whom  the  prize-money  would  eventually  find  its  way  in  cafe  oC 
rcftitution  to  the  captors. 

Ballard  and  Talbot  were  both  citizens  of  Virginia.     Theat-^ 
tempt  of  the  latter  to  become  a  French  citizen  was  confidered  to 
be  fraudulent,  being  made  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  obtaining    a. 
commiflion,  under  colour  of  which  he  might  plunder  the  fub)t£bs 
of  nations  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at  peace, 

An  obfervation  ought  not  to  be  omitted  here — That  altheggit 
the.  captors,.  Talbot  and  others,  had  been  defeated  both  in  tk« 
diftri&  and  circuit  courts ;  yet  they  carried  the  caufe  up  to  th€* 
fupreme  court :  thus  ufing  the  legal  right  of  appealing  to  the  court 
in  the.  lad  re  fort ;  a  right  which,  alike  exercifed  by  the  fubje&s  o£ 
powers  who  were  enemies  to  France,  has  formed  a  principal  fob-. 
je£t  of  Mr.  Fauchet's  and  Mr.  Adet's  continued  complaints. 

4th.  Under  the  head  of  complaints  for  vexatious  profecutions* 
Mr*  Adet  mentions  only  two  cafes  in  which  damages  and  intereft 
were  allowed  to  the  French  captors,  viz.  one  of  La  Nueftra  Seneradel 
Carmen,  at  Rhode  Ifland ;  and  the  other  of  La  PrinceJ/a  des  J/hrie*9 
at  New  York.     "  Yet  (fays  he)  the  tribunals  have  always  allow- 
ed damages  to  the  captured,  when  they  have  declared  the  pri*cS/ 
illegal."     How  far  the  facls  will  wan  ant  this  laft  aflertion,   I  a*o 
not  pofTefTtd  of  documents  to  determine.     I  prefume  it  is  to  .  be 
understood  in  a  general  fen fe  only,  and  to  adinit  of  exception8*- 
And  in  this  fenfe  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  admitting  the  truth 
of  the  aflertion,  and  accounting  for  it.   The  captures  here  referr^ 
to,  'were  made  either  within  our  jurifdi&ional  line,  or  by.illeg4** 
privateers,  being  fuch  as  were  equipped  in  whole  or  in  part  in  *"c 
ports  of  the  United  States.     Ofthefc  material  fads,  the.  capto** 
£ould  not  be  ignorant :    confequently  they  could  have  no  apote?g3 
for  defending  their  unjuft  claims  in  our  courts ;  and  of  courfe,.w^r 
juftly  condemned  in  coftsand  damages. 

In  the  cafe  of  the  prizes  of  the  privateer  the  Citizen  ofMjt*^ 
fettles,  damage*  were  claimed  by  the  captors,  but  denied;     *&  *"1. 
thofe  prizes  had  been  confidered  in  the  diitri&  court  to  be  illeg-*1*" 
And  although   the  fentence  of  that   court  was  reverfed  in  • 
circuit  court,  yet  it  was  upon  the  introdudion  ti  new  tejtimonyi 
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part  of  the  caputs.  This  laft  decifion  was  affirmed  in  the 
rane court,  yet  without  damages;  inafmuch  as  the  teftimony 
\  confidered  to  be  fo  ambiguous  as  to  juftify  the  appeal* 
Ffae  fame  remarks  apply  to  the  prizes  of  the  privateer  General 
veaux ;  with  this  addition,  that  one  of  the  judges  diflented  from 
opinion  of  the  court,  being  firmly  of  opinion  that  this  privateer 
1  covered  American  property. 

The  privateer  La  Parijienne  had  been  regiftered  as  an  American 
ting  veffel,  under  the  name  of  the  Hawk.  During  the  em- 
go*  in  the  fpring  of  1794,  (he  flipped  out  of  Charlefton  and 
it  to  Port  de  Paix,  where  (he  was  fold,  to  one  Blochos,  a 
nchman,  who  armed  her  and  provided  her  with  a  commiffion. 
ring  afterwards  arrived  at  Charlefton,  (he  was  recdgnifed  and 
[tented  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws,  in  having  gone  to  n 
jgnport  whilft  (he  was  in  the  legal  predicament  of  a  coaftet. 
5  :diftrid  coijrt  condemned  her:  but  on  the  application,  of 
c&os  to  have  her  reftored  on  paying  the  appraifed  value,  the 
pe  permitted  him  to  take  her,  in  a  Jtate  of warlike  equipment,, 
rtly  afterwards  (he  put  to  fea,  and  captured  two  valuable 
Uh  prizes,  the  brigantines  Caefar  and  \b  avourite.  On  their 
val,  the  one  at  Charlefton,  the  other  at  Savannah,  (bits 
m  commenced  to  obtain  their  reftitution*  as  having  been  Cap- 
n&  by  an  illegal  privateer.  The  decrees  of  the  courts  were  in 
*ur  of  the  captors,  but  without  damages.  The  fupreme  court 
pproved  of  the  reftitution  of  the  privateer  without  difmantling 
5  and  confidered  the  miftake  committed  in  this  refped  a  fuffi- 
fct  rttfon  to  cover  the  party  profecuting  from  the  payment  of 
tages. 

Ml  the  other  cafes  of  captures  by  French  privateers  which  have 
n  brought  up  to  the  fupreme  court,  were  decided  at  laft  Auguft 
ii*  *  In  fome  of  them,  the  circumftances  would  not  have  war- 
ted  an  award  of  damages;  in  others,  the  counfel  for  the  captors 
ttedto  afk  for  them. — When  demanded,  you  know  that  it  is  in 
defefetjon  of  the  court  to  grant  or  refufe  them  :  thisdifcretion 
■g  regulated  by  all  the  circumftances  of  each  cafe.  Hence, 
*i  a  party  is  drawn  before  the  court  without  good  caufe  and 
ttioufly,  damages  are  always  given  ;  but  are  denied  when 
e  appears  a  reafonable  caufe  of  controverfy. 
th.  Mr.  Adet  having  briefly  noticed  feveral  cafes  by  name, 
is  to  referve  thofe  of  the  Vengeance  and  CaiTius  for  a  full  dif- 
"  of  unwarrantable  condud  in  the  government  and  courts  of 
United  States,  and  therefore  defcants  on  them  at  fome  length ; 
With  fo  many  aberrations  from  the  fafts,  with  fo  many  enro- 
ls ideas  concerning  our  jurifprudence,  and  fo  many  injurious 
Hiations  refpe&ing  our  courts  and  their  officers,  it  will  be 
'fifcry  that  you  (hould  learn  the  true  hiftory  of  thefe  cafes  from 
entk  documents* 
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Cafe  tf  the  French  privateer  La  Vengeance*  * 

For  the  full  hift  ory  of  this  privateer  and  her  prize  I  muft  refer 
you  to  the  documents  in  the  cafe.     The  principal  fads  arethefc--? 
about  the  latter  end  of  June  or  beginning  of  July,  -1795,  f^e  P"**— 
tecr  La  Vengeance  arrived  at  New  York  with  a  valuable  Spanifh. 
prize  called  the  Princeffa  de  las  Afturias.  Don  Diego  Pintado  the 
owner  commenced  a  fuit  for  his  veffel,  on  the  ground  that  {he  had 
been  taken  by  an  illegal  privateer.    The  fuit  was  inftituted  by  Mr* 
Troup,  not  wantonly,  but  upon  information  which  was  after- 
wards verified  by  the  oaths  of  fcvcral  witnefles.     In  the  progmfe 
of  the  caufc,  thefc  witnefTes  were  contradi&cd  by  the  witnefled 
produced  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  for  whom  a  decree  was  finally 
given;    the   clafhing  evidence    preponderating,    in  the  judges 
opinion,  in  favour  of  the  captors :  but  he  exprefsly  declared  tint 
there  was  probable  caufe  for  the  feizure. 

After  this  fuit  for  the  prize  had  been  commenced,  the  Spamfii 
conful  complained  to  Mr.  Harrifon,  the  diftri&  attorney,  in  his 
official  capacity,  of  a  violation  of  law,  on  the  part  of  the  privateer 
La  Vengeance,  in  confequence  of  which  a  Spanifh  fubjefi  tad 
been  injured.     Mr.  Harrifon,  upon  inquiry,  found  at  leaft  apro— 
bability  that  *he  complaint  refpe&ing  the  privateer  was  true* 
This  probability  arofe  from  what  he  confldered  as  affording  the? 
certainty  of  material  proof ':  and  therefore,  in  conformity  with  his 
official  duty,  commenced  a  profecution  on  the  aft  of  Congrefe 
forbidding  the  arming  of  privateers  in  our  ports.     The  decifion. 
of  this  and  of  the  prize  caufe  depended  on  the  fame  evidence- 
The  decifion  being  in  favour  of  the  captors,  Mr.  Harrifon  ae— 
quiefced  in  it  as  it  rcfpe&ed  the  privateer:  and  he  united  withhi^ 
atfociate  counfel  in  the  prize  caufe  in  advifing  the  like  fubtniffion 
in  that  cafe.     But  the  Spanifh  conful  deemed  it  his  duty  topurfu^ 
the  claim  to  the  court  in  the  laft  refort.     This  can  warrant  n<> 
complaint :  for  Mr.  Harrifon  remarks,  that  perhaps  there  neve:*" 
were  caufes  in  which  more  contradictory  and  irreconcileable  evi- 
dence was  offered,  and  in  which  the  minds  of  the  auditors  wer^ 
more  divided  as  to  the  real  (late  of  fafls. 

The  fecond  public  fuit  againft  the  privateer  was  for  exportiia^S 
arm  *  and  ammunition  from  the  United  States,  when  fuch  export-" 
at  ion  was  prohibited  by  law.  The  evidence  which  appeared  i  ^ 
the  other  caufes,  gave  rife  to  this  profecution  ;  and  upon  the  tri^-* 
the  judge  condemned  the  privateer.  An  appeal  from  this  fentencr  ^ 
was  interpofed  by  the  French  conful.  The  appeal  was  heard  i  ** 
the  circuit  court;  and,  upon  new  evidence,  the  fentence  of  th**5 
diilrid  court  was  reverfed. 

Mr.  Adet  complains,  that  while  one  fuit  was  pending  for  tb»-* 
prize,    and  another   againft  the   privateer,    the  diftrift  attorn^  X 
lhould  exhibit  a   fecond  information   againft   the  privateer,  c 

hich  ihe  was  arretted  anew,  for  having  exported  arms  in  viol 
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tlon  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  which  was  in  force  When  the 
Vengeance  failed  from  New  York ;  and  that  this  information 
was  filed  on  the  fimple  declaration  of  Mr.  Giles,  the  marfhal  of 
the  court,  who  as  informer  was  to  (hare  part  of  the  confifcation. 
As  Mr.  Harrifon  remarks,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  privateer,  that 
this  fecond  information  was  filed  while  the .  firjt  was  pending ;  be- 
eaufe  it  faved  time.  Had  he  poftponed  the  latter  until  the  firft 
had  been  decided,  there  might  have  been  fome  foundation  for  a 
charge  of  unneceflary  delay.  Mr.  Harrifon's  (late  of  the  cafe 
(hows  that  this  fecond  information  was  not  made  on  the  declara* 
don  of  the  marfhal,  but  on  the  evidence  that  appeared  oiv  the 
examination  of  the  firft. 

"  Mr.  Adet  having  been  pleafed  to  cenfure  the  conduit  of  the 

j.      attorney,  clerk,  and  marfhal  of  the  diftrid  court  of  New  York* 

:    '  in  juftice  to  them,  I  have  added  to  the  other  documents  in  this 

afe,  the  letters  of  Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Troup.     They  will 

tpfwer  the  double  purpofe  of  juftifying  them  and  of  vindicating 

our  government  and  tribunals. 

,         Mr,  Adet  particularly  notices  the  papers  hie  had  received  from 

St.  Domingo,  "  proving  (as  he  fays)  in  the  moft  convincing  man- 

•  flcr*  that  the  Vengeur  (La  Vengeance)  had  arrived  ft  Port  de  Paix 

without  any  armament  or  equipment  whatever;  and  that  (he  had 

ken  fold,  armed,  equipped  wholly,  and  commiffioned  a?  a  priva- 

****'•  on  the  territory  of  the  republic.     Thefe  documents  werq 

certificates  of  the  general,  the  ordonnateur,  and  of  the  greater  part 

°*  the  principal  officers  of  St.  Domingo,''  &c. — ^  He  haftened  to 

^^municate  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  to  requeft  him  to  order 

™*  attorney  of  New  York  diftri£t  to  flay  the  proceedings  in- 

"Kuted  in  the  name  of  the  government :  there  was  nothiqg  done 

wJth   them,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  continued  his  profecution."     It 

J1     appear  by  my  letter  of  O&ober  ift,  1795,  to  Mr.  Harrifon, 

™**  thefe  papers  were  fent  to  him,  and  by  his  anfwer  of  Oftober 

3d»   that  he  received  them  ;   that  the    bill,  of  fale  (one  of.  the 

P*Pcrs)  was  produced  to  the  court  in  behalf  of  the  claimant  of  the 

privateer,  but  that  the  certificate  of  General  Laveaux  could  not  be 

J^fidered  as  evidence  in  the  caufe  ;  and- if  it  had  been  admiffible, 

the  claimant  would  be  very  cautious  of  producing  it,  on  account 

$  ***  differing  from  the  witnefles." 

^h.  Cafe  of  the  privateer  Le  Caffius. 
,    *or  the  full  hiftory  of  this  cafe,  I  muft  alfo  refer  you  to  the 
^titnents  ;  and  here  only  prefent  you  with  a  concife-  ftatement. 

*  he  Caffius,  under  the  name  of  Les  Jumeaux,  was  fitted  and 

r***ed  for  a  veifel  of  war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  violation 

P    *   law  of  the  United  States.     In  December* ,  1794,  having 

l»  c*ped  from  the  port  to  defcend  the  river,  orders  were  given  to 

1^  ^  Hailitia  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  to  intercept  her.    The  attempt 

^  made,  and  failed — the  crew  of  Les  Juipeaux,  which  was  un- 

V*ol.  VI.  Q^q  expeaedly 
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'  eftpe&cclly  found  to  fee  very  numerous,  refitted  the  officers  |llM 
went  on  board,  manned  their  cannon,  and  brought  them  to  bear 
On  the  cutter  in  which  the  militia  (about  forty  in  number)  were 
embarked.  Their  force  being  inadequate  to  the  enterprise,  they 
retired,  with  an  intention  to  return  the  next  day  with  a  reinforce- 
ment. They  did  fo :  but  Les  Jumeaux  had  failed  and  gene  to  Tea* 
The  agent,  Mr.  Guenet,  by  whom  Les  Jumeaux  had  been  fitted 
out,  was  tried  in  the  circuit  court  at  Philadelphia,  convicted  of 
the  offence,  and  received  fenteuce  of  fine  and  imprifonmerit. 

Les  Jumeaux  proceeded  to  St.  Domingo.  Samuel  B.  Davis, 4 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  there  took  the  command  of  her,  with 
a  commiffion  from  the  French  government.  Davis  probably  fail- 
ed from  Philadelphia  in  Les  Jumeaux  for  the  purpofe  of.  finally 
taking  the  command  of  her.  Her  name  was  now  changed  to  1# 
Cailius ;  and  on  a  cruife,  (he  took  a  fchooner,  called  the  William 
Lindfay,  belonging  to  Meffrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  of  Philadelphia; 
Mr.  Ketland  having  purchafed  an  intereft  in  her  after  her  failing* 
The  fchooner  and  her  cargo  were  condemned  as  prize  at  & 
Domingo.  In  Auguft,  17959  Captain  Davis,  commanding  Le 
Gaffius,  came  with  her  to  Philadelphia.  She  was  immediately 
known.  Mr.  Yard,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  indemnificatioft 
for  the  lofs  of  the  fchooner  and  her  cargo,  libelled  Le  Caffiuiiia 
the  diftriiSl  court,  and  caufed  the  captain  to  be  arretted.  Soott 
after*  the  fupreme  court  being  in  feilion,  Captain  Davis's  couofel 
applied  for  and  obtained  a  prohibition  to  the  diftri&  court,  to  flop 
its  proceedings ;  by  which  the  fuiis  both  againft  him  and  LeCaffips 
were  defeated.  The  prohibition  was  granted  on  this  principle) 
that  the  trial  of  prizes,  taken  without  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the 
United  States,  and  carried  to  places  within  the  jurifdidion  of 
-France,  for  adjudication,  by  French  vcffels,  and  all  queftionsto* 
cidental  to  it,  belong  excluftvely  to  the  French  tribunals:  and 
confequenlly,  that  its  veffcls  qf  war  and  their  officers  are  not  liable 
to  -the  procefs  of  our  courts,  predicated  upon  fuch.  capture  and 
fubfequent  proceeding  within  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  French 
government. 

Meffrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  having  failed  to  obtain  an  indemnifi- 
cation in  this  mode,  procured  new  proofs,  on  the  information  of 
Mr.  Ketland,  to  be   i  (Hied  from  the  circuit  court,  by  which  I* 
Caflius  was  attached  as  a  veffel  armed  and  equipped  as  a  fhipo* 
war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  with  intent  to  cruife  and  commit 
hoftilities  againft  nations  with  whom  the.  United  States  were  »* 
peace  ;  in  violation  of  the  aft  of  Congrefs  prohibiting  fuch  arma- 
ments.    Mr.  Adet  complained  that  the  procefs  was  taken  out  01 
the  circuit  court,  becaufe,  as  he  alleged,  it  had  no  jurifdiflion* 
and  that  it  would  be  attended  with  delay — that  court  fitting  btf  * 
^■ttce  a  year ;  whereas  the  diftri£t  court,  in  which  it  was  fai.d  the 
^^Hhpution  (if  at  all  permittedj  fliould  have  been  commenced,  w^* 
^^■■k  alway s 
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pen.     I  con fulted  gentlemen  of  legal,  knowledge  on  tiler 
jurifdi&ion  in  this  cafe,  and  they  were  decided  in  their 
hat  the  circuit  court  had  jurifdi&ion,  and  exclufiyely  o£ 
£t  court.     You  will  fee  alfo,  in  Mr.  Rawle^s  ftatement 
fe,  that  this  opinion  was  adopted,  and  fup ported  by  two 
i  of  eminence  at  the  bar.  You  will  further  fee  in  that  ftate- 
t  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  part  in  origin 
s  profecution  ;  and  that  the  diftrift  attorney,  in  behalf  a£ 
d  States,  took  meafur^s  at  each  term  of  the  circuit  court  tor 
ic  caufe  for  trial,  and  on  a  plea  calculated  to  defeat  the* 
>n.     At  length,  in  Odober  term,    1796,  the  caufe  was. 

0  a  hearing,  f  n  the  courfe  of  the  argument,  the  queftion 
&ion  prefented  itfelf.  The  qourt  adjourned,  till  the  next 
lfider  of  it,  and  on  the  following  morning  difmifled  the- 

foon  as  I  had  received  notice  of  this  event  (on  the  19th 
er  laft),  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adet,  informing  him  that  Lp* 
attained  in  the  cuftody  of  the  marfhal,  but  ready  tab* 
to  his  order.     To  this  no  anfwer  was  returned  :  but  he 

the  matter  in  the  notes  fubjoined  to  his  note  or*  the  15th. 
r,  intimating  that  the  United  States  were  anfwerable  in. 
3r  a  violation  of  treaties,  and  for  the  damages  the  CaiEu&i 
tied.     Here  the  affair  refts. 
etter  of  the  3d  June,  1796,  which  you  will  find  among 

1  refpe£Hng  the  Ca(MusT  Mr.  Adet  mentioned  the  affiur 
vourite  at  New  York ;  and  intimated  an  idea,  that  the. 
rnight  in  like  manner  caufe  the  profecution  againft  hm 
ceafe.  But  the  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  the  Favourite 
lly  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  officers,  who  were. 

Prefident's  immediate  control,  and  to  whom,  on  evl- 
rfa&ory  to  the  executive,  orders  were  given  to  difcon- 
procefs.  In  this  affair  of  the  Favourite,  we  are  for- 
finding  one  cafe,  in  which  Mr.  Adet  (contrary  to*  his 
n  his  note  of  November  15th)  acknowledges  that  juftice 
by  our  government.  You  will  obferve  in  Mr.  FauchetV 
he  23d  September,  17949  a  very  formidable  complaint 
lir  of  the  Favourite;  that  it  was  pretended,  that  a  pri- 
ed for  a  cruife,  had  depofited  arms  on  board  her,  and 
wretext  was  u  fed  for  vifiting  and  pillaging  her:  that  (he 
1  of  war  of  the  republic,  then  ferving  as  a  flore-ihip 
could  be  repaired:  that  the  fovereignty  of  France  was 
and  her  flag  infulted.  Yet  by  the  letter  of  John  Lamb, 
Stor  of  the  port  of  New  York,  of  the  2  2d  of  November, 
1  will  fee,  that  at  the  time  the  feizure  was  made  of  the 
articles  on  board  the  Favourite,  "  fhe  having  been  to- 
antled,  her  crew  fent  on  board  other  fhips  of  war,  and 
rigging,  and  other  material*  fold  at  public  au£Uon,  fhe 
dered  as  a  hulk  7  otherwife  the  event  would  not  have 
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taken  place."    The  collector  further  declares,  that  the  charge  o^-  ^ 
pulling  down  the  national  flag,  and  hoiftinjf  another  in  its  place 
was  groundlefs. 

Thefe  are  all  the  cafes  exprefsly  mentioned  by  Mr,  Adet,  ir 
which  French  privateers  and  their  prizes  have  been  brought  und 
the  cognizance  of  our  courts  of  juftice ;  and  all,  therefore, 
Which  an  anfwer  can  be    di reded.      Had    he   cited  the  ot 
cafes,  which  he  fays  would  fill  a  volume,  we  have  no  doubt  tb^t 
there  would  be  found  in  them,  as  in  thofe  which  have  been  me*i- 
tioned,  abundant  reafon  to  juftify  the  government  and  the  tri- 
bunals. 

Mr.    Adet's  complaints  are  not  confined  to  imputations  of 
injuftice  experienced  by  French  privateers  and  their  prizes  fron» 
our  courts. 

i ft.  "  Heproteftsagainft  the  violation  of  the  17th  article  of  the*^" 
treaty,  in  contempt  of  which  the  American  tribunals  have 
cognizance  of  the  validity  of  prizes  made  by  French  fhips  of  wi 
or  privateers,  under  pretext  of  original  armament,  or  augment* 
tion  of  armament,  in  the  United  States ;  or  of  capture  within  thei 
line  of  jurifdi&ion*."  But  his  predecefTor,  Mr.  Fauchet,  afte 
faying  that  our  admiralty  courts  interfered  in  prize  caufes  on  th 

§  round  of  "  feizure  within  the  jurifdi&ional  line  of  the  Unit 
tates,  or  of  armament,  or  augmentation  of  armament,  of  the  cap 
turing  veflels  in  their  ports,"  immediately  adds,    "  On  this  fu 
jedfc,  Sir,  you  requeft  me  to  fpecify  to  you  a  circumftance  i 
which  a  prize  was  arretted,  which  did  not  come  under  that  deno»— 
xnination  ;  and  you  take  the  trouble  to  eftablifh  that  they  have        a 
right  to  interfere  in  every  cafe  that  can  be  brought  under  tho^Ke 
head?.      In  the  firft  place,  Sir,  I  never  have,    at  lea/}  to  my  reco*  M 
Uclion,  contejted  the  right  of  your  courts,  or  of  the  government,  tot  ^p»- 
terfert  in  matters  of  the  nature  of  thofe  you  mention  \  but- 1  complau.  In 
of  the  facility  with  which  prizes  have  been  thrown  into  thofe  tw^^ro 
clafles  which  do  not  belong  to  them.,,     He  then  fays,  that       he 
could  cite  a  great  number  of  affairs  to  which  he  alludes ;  but'ccz>n- 
tents  hinrifel?  with  mentioning  only  two.     The  firft  is  the  cr  afe 
of  Talbot/  of  which   1    have  already  given  fome  details,    ^and 
Which,  with  the  documents  referred  to,  will  fhow  this  to  have  r>^en 
an  unfortuaate  inftance  to  fupport  his  complaint.     The  other  is 
that  of  the  prizes  of  the  Citizen  of  Marfeilles,  alfo  already  nrmcriw 
tioned,  and  which  will  not  juftify  a  complaint  v for  although   the 
final  decifion  was  in  favour  of  the  privateer,  yet  the  fentencc  of 
thediftrift  court  was  n>t  reverfed  in  the  circuit  court  but  upon  the 
introduflion  of  new  tejlimeny  ;  and  the  fupreme  court  allowed  no 
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*    ■  damages, 
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damages,  becaufe  the  teftimony  was  fo  ambiguous  as  to  juftifjr  Ac 
appeal. 

But  quitting  the  contradi&ory  declarations  of  the  Trench  nit- 
nifters,  and  referring  you   to  the  letter  dated  Auguft  16,   1793** 
from  the  fecretary  of  (late  to  our  miniftcr  at  Pans  (which  has  been 
publiftied),  for  the  reafoning  of  our  government  on  this  fubjeft, 
and  the  demonftration  of  their  right  and  duty,  as  a  neutral  power, 
to  prohibit  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  arming  their  vetfcls  ia 
our  ports,  confequently  to  reftore  to  their  proper  owners  prizes 
taken  and  brought  in  by  vefTels  fo  unlawfully  armed,    or  whea 
taken  within  ourline  of  jurifdidYion  ;  I  will  only  add  here,  that  the 
principles  of  the  rules  on  this  fubje&,  firft  adopted  by  the  Prefident, 
on  the  mod  mature  deliberation,  received  afterwards  the  fan&on. 
of  Congrefs,  bv  their  aft  of  the  5th  of  June,   1794,  and  of  the 
judges  in    all  their  judicial  proceedings  in   the  prize  caufes  in 
queftion.     If  then  the  17th  article  of  the  French  treaty  has  been 
violated,  the  executive,  the  legiflature  and  the  judges -of  the  fe- 
deral courts  have  ail  deliberately  concurred  in  the  violation.     This 
bo  American  citizen  will  be  inclined  to  believe,    and  we  might 
fuppofe  that  the  confideration  of  fuch  concurrence  in  one  opinion 
would  any  where  produce  a  paufe,    and  fome  diffidence  in  pro- 
nouncing it  erroneous.     Neither  the  rules  adopted  by  the  Prefi- 
dent,  nor  the  aft  of  Congrefs,  have  made  a  new  law  refpefting 
fuch  prizes :    they  have  only  dire&ed  the  modes  of  proceeding  to 
fulfil  our  neutral  duties  agreeably  to  the  univerfal  law  of  nations.    The 
judges  have  applied  this  law,  but  not  without  due  attention  to  the 
obligations  of  our  treaties,  which  they  regard  as  fupreme  laws  of 
die  land. 

ad.  Mr.  Adet  "  protefts  again!!  the  violation  of  the  17th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  in  Contempt  of  which  Englifh  veflels,  which 
bad  made  prize  on  Frenchmen,  have  been  admitted  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  States."  The  conftru&ion  of  this  part  of  the  17th 
article,  for  which  Mr.  Adet,  after  his  predeceflbr,  Mr.  Fauchet, 
contends,  is  this,  that  if  a  national  fhip  of  war  of  the  enemies  of 
France  has  at  any  time,  and  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  made  prize  of 
*  French  veflel,  fuch  fhip  of  war  is  to  be  allowttf  no  (belter  or 
refuge  in  our  ports,  unlefs  {he  is  driven  in  through  ftrefs  of  wea* 
ther,  and  then  lhe  is  to  be  made  to  depart  as  foon  as  poflible.  On  the 
Contrary,  the  conftrucHon  adopted  by  the  executive  of  the  United 
States,  and  exprefled  in  the  rules  before  mentioned,  which  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  collectors  in  Auguft,  1793,  was  thisi  that 
privateers  only  of  the  enemies  of  France  were  abfolutely  excluded 
from  our  ports,  except  as  before,  when  compelled  to  enter 
through  ftrefs  of  weather,  purfuant  to  the  22d  article  of  the  treaty, 
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while  the  national  fhips  of  any  any  other  natim  were  entitled  to  »v 
afylum  in  our  ports,  excepting  thofe  which  ihould  have  made 
prizo  of  the  people  or  property  of  France,  coming  in  with  their 
prizes. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  1793,  the  fccretary  of  ftate  thus* 
cxprefled  to  the  Britifh  minifter  the  determination  of  the  executive  z 
41  The  public  Jbips  of  war  of  both  nations  (French  and  Englifhy 
enjoy  a  perfe£t  equality  in  our  port-; ;  ift,  in  cafes  of  urgent  ne— 
ceflity  ;  2d,  in  cafes  of  comfort  and  convenience  ;  and  3d,  inthe- 
time  they  choofe  to  continue:  and  though  the  admiflion  of  prizes 
and  privateers  of  France  is  exclujivey  yet  h  is  the  eflfeft  of 
treaty  *,"  &c. 

In  fupport  of  our  conftru£tion  of  the  treaty t  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that   "  the  firft  part  of  the   17th  article  relates  to  French 
fhips    of    war    and   privateers   entering    our    ports    with  their 
frizes:  the  fecond  contrails  the  fituation  of  the  enemies  of  France  by 
forbidding  fuch  as  fhall  have  made  prize  of  the  French  ;  intima- 
ting from  this  connexion  of  the  two  claufes,  that  thofe  forbidden 
are  thofe  which  bring  their  prizes  with  them  t."  To  thefe  obferva- 
tions  I  will  add,  that  if  the  literal  conftrudtion  contended  for  bf 
the  French  minifters  were  admitted,  then,  although  the  puttie 
fbips  of  war  which  had  made  prize  of  French  people  or  property, 
would  be  excluded  from  our  ports,  yet  the  prizes  of  fuch  puMic 
fhips  might  be  received,  and  they  might  be/old  too  ;  for  the  pro- 
hibition in  the  2 2d  article  of  the  treaty  applies  only  to  privateers 
and   their  prizes  ;    while  the  government  of  the   United  States 
judged  that  the   17th  article  was  intended  to  exclude  the  prizes 
made  on  the  French  by  public  fhips  of  war,  as  well  as  thofe  made 
by  privateers ,  and  gave  directions  accordingly  to  have  them  ex- 
cluded.    Further,  if  it  had  been   intended  to  exclude  from  our 
ports  the  public  Jhips  of  war  of  the  enemies  of  France,  coming 
without  any  prize,  then  they  would  doubtlefs  have  been  compr6- 
hended  in  one  provifion  with  the  privateers  in  the  22d  article  :  *°* 
privateers  are  thereby  excluded,  whether  they  came  with  or  witn> 
©ut  prizes.     But  public  fhips  of  war  are  not  comprehended,  of  at 
all  referred  to,  in  the  22d  article  ;  whence  the  conclufion  is  fotr* 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  forbid  them  coming  alone,  and  con*e" 
guently  that  the  excluiion  provided  in  the  17th  article  applies  t0 
them  only  when  they  would  come  into  our  ports  with  their pri%**  * 
this  laft  claufe  of  the  fame  article  being  in  its  form  oppofed  to  the  fir* 
claufe,  which  admits  the  entrance  of  French  ihips  with  their  pri&eU 
Bcfides,    if  a  public  Jhip  of  war  of  the  enemies  of  France  comes  i  **} 
our  ports  without  any  prize,  how  is  it  to  be  known  whether   **1 
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»  has  not  made  prize  of  the  people  or  property  of  the  French* 
>  is  to  create  a  tribunal  to  inveftigate  and  pronounce  on  the 

But  if  ihe^  comes  with  a  prize,  the  cafe  prcfents  no  difficulty; 
trings  with  her  the  evidence  which  goes  to  the  exciufion  of  her 
her  prize. 

muft  now  advert  to  fome  others  of  Mr.  Adet's  charges  againft 
;overnment  of  the  United  States. 

k.  "It  [the  government  of  the  United  States]  put  in  queftioa 
her  it  mould  execute  the  treaties,  or  receive  the  agents  of  the 

and  profcribed  princes."  And  is  there  any  thing  in  this  unl- 
iable or  extraordinary  ?  Was  it  eafy  for  a  nation,  diftant  as 
,  to  obtain  promptly  fuch  accurate  information  as  would 
le  it  jluly  to  eft i mate  the  varying  condition  of  France  ?  In 
t,  the  conftitution  formed  by  the  conftituent  affembly  wasac- 
sdby  Louis  the  Sixteenth  ;.*t  was  notified  to  the  United  States 
[arch,  1792.  Congrefs  defired  the  Prefident  to  communicate 
te  King  of  the  French  their  congratulation  on  the  occaflon* 
kugufl,  1792,  the  King  was  fufpended  ;  in  September  royalty 
aboliffced  ;  and  in  January,  1793^  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  tried 
:Qndemned  by  the  convention,  fufrercd  death.     Was  it  eafy,  to 

pace  with  the  rapid  fucceflion  of  fuch  revolutionary  events! 

was  it  unlawful  for  our  government,  under  fuch  circum* 
es,  even  to  deliberate  ?  I  do  not  find  that  information  of  Die 
I  of  the  King  was  received  from  out  minifter  at  Parts  until 
.ift,  1793*  The  news,  however,  had  previoufly  arrived  in  fuck 
lor  as  to  attra&  the  attention  of  government ;  for  in  April 
Rrefident  had  determined  to  receive  a  minifter  from  the 
oh  republic ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  this  was  before  he 
r  (hat  a  minifter  had  arrived  in  the  United  States.  This 
iptitude  in  deciding  a  leading  queftion,  does  not  bear  any 
g  marks  of  hefitation.  And  was  .there  no  merit  in  this  ready 
sanation  to  acknowledge  the  French  republic-?  Had  it  heen 
fc  acknowledged  by  any  power  on  the  globe  ?  -How  long  did 
tg  hefitate. to  acknowledge  the  republic  of  the  United  States?  A 
and  a  half.  And  under  what  circumftances  was  the  acknow- 
Oent  finally  made  ?  After  the  capture  of  a  whole  Britifh  army 
ttcd  to  have  eftablifhed  our  independence.  But  of  this  more 
iter.  In  matters  of  importance  (and  what  could  be  more 
rtanrthan  the  decifion  of  a  neutral  and  allied  nation,  on  quef- 

perhaps  involving  war  or  peace  ?)  is  it  the  part  of  wifdom  to 
I  all  deliberation,  even  on  points  which  do  not  obvioufly  pre~ 
lifficulties  ?  Will  not  prudence  di£tate  to  him  who  is  to  decide 

national  queftions,  rather  to  deliberate  long,  than  riik.the 
jquences  of  hafty  decifions  ? 

•  "It  made  an  infidious  proclamation  of  neutrality," 
have  already  remarked  that  this  proclamation  received. the 
approbation  of  Congrefs ;  and  J  might  truly  add,  of  the 
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great  body  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.     And  what  was 
the  general  objeft  of  this  proclamation  ?  To  preferve  us  in  a  ftatc 
of  peace.     And  have  not  the  minifters  of  France  declared  that  their 
government  did  not  defire  us  to  enter  into  the  war  ?    And  how 
was  peace  to  be  preferved  ?  By  an  impartial  neutrality.     And  was 
it  not  then  the  duty  of  the  chief  executive  to  proclaim  this  toour 
citizens,  and  to  inform  them  what  ads  would  be  deemed  depar- 
tures from  their  neutral  duties  ?    This  was  done  by  the  proclama- 
tion.    It  declared  it  to  be  the  duty,  intereft,  and  difpofition  of 
the  United  States  to  adopt  and  purfue  a  conduct  friendly  and1  im- 
partial toward  the  belligerent  powers :   it  warned  the  citizens  to 
avoid  all  a&s  which  might  contravene  that  difpofition  :  it  declared 
that  whofoever  of  the  citizens  mould  render  himfelf  liable  to  pu- 
niftiment  or  forfeiture,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  committing 
or  abetting  hoftilitics  againft  any  of  thofe  powers,  or  by  carrying 
to  any  of  them  articles  deemed  contraband  of  war,  would  not  re- 
ceive the  prote&ion  of  the  United  States  againft  fuch  puniihmeot 
and  forfeiture  :  and  that  the  Prefident  had  given  inftrudions  totho 
proper  officers  to  profecute  all  perfons  who  mould  violate  the  lav*' 
of  nations  with  refpeft  to  the  powers  at  war,  or  any  of  them.  To 
what  in  all  this  can  the  epithet  injidious  be  applied  ?    On  the  con- 
trary, is  not  the  whole  tranfadlion  ftamped  with  candour  and  g**& 
faith  ? 

3d.  ll  By  its  chlcanerUs\  it  abandoned  French  privateers  to  it^ 
{Courts  of  juftice."     Abandoned  them  to  its  courts  of jufticc  !  Sir,  yo*3- 
know  many  of  the  judges  perfonally,  and  all  of  them  by  reputa.-* 
tion,  and  that  their  characters  need  no  vindication  from  fuch  t 
infinuation.     They  are  judges  with  whofe  adminiilration  of  juftic* 
our  citizens  are  faiisiied  ;  and  we  believe  they  may  challenge  th( 
world  to  furnifh  a  proof  that  they  have  not  adminiftered  jufticc 
with  equal  imparlality  to  foreigners.     I  will  only  add  here  on. ^^ 
remark — that  the  corrcfpondcnces  with  the  French  minifters  foC-^ 
merly  publimcd,  joined  to  thofe  now   furniihed  you,  with  fa 
other  documents  accompanying  them,  will  (how  how  loudly  thfc" 
can  complain  of  the  proceedings  in  our  courts,  and  at  the  fan* 
time  with  how  little  juftice. 

4th.  u  It  eluded  the  amicable  mediation  of  the  republic  fi 
breaking  the  chains  of  its  citizens  at  Algiers."     We  did  not  e 
tertain  any  doubt  of  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the  French  republ 
to  aid  us  in  this  bufinefs.     But  what  was  really  done  we  ha 
never  known.      You  will  find  herewith  Mr.  Fauchet*s  letter 
June  4th,   1794,  and  the  anfwer  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  on  t! 
6th,  to  which  Mr.  Adet  refers.    The  information  on  the  fubje 
which  Mr.  Fauchet  expected   "  in  a  little  time  from  Europe^m^ 
probably  never  arrived  :  at  leaft  it  was  never  communicated  to 
government.     There  is  furely  in  the  fecretary's  anfwer  no  cv 
dence  that  our  government  were  unwilling  to  accept  the  mediati 
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of  the  republic,   '  On  the  contrary,  we  have  relied  upon  it  to  aid 
our  negotiations  with  the  Barbary  powers.     Accordingly,  when 
Colonel   Humphreys  went  from  hence  in    1795,    clothed  with 
powers  for  negotiating  peace  with  thofe  ftates,  he  was  particu- 
larly inftru&ed  to  folicit  the  mediation  of  the  French  republic  ; 
c        and  for  that  purpofe  only,  he  went  from  Lifbon  to  Paris,  where* 
through  our  minifter,  the  committee  of  Public  Safety  manifefled 
their  difpofition  to  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  miflion.     But 
Colonel  Humphreys  was  at  the  fame  time  authorized  to  depute. 
lb       Jofeph  Donaldfon,  Efquire  (who  had  been  appointed  conful  of  the 
U sited  States  for  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  and  who  went  with  Colonel 
Humphreys  from  America !,  to  negotiate  immediately  a  treatv  with 
Algiers:    for  in  a  country  where  a  negotiation  depended  on  fo 
many  contingencies,  it  was  of  the  laft  importance  to  be  ready  to 
feize  the  favourable  moment  to  effeft  a  peace,  whenever  it  fhould 
offer.     Such  a  moment  prefented  on  Mr.  Donaldfon 's  arrival  at 
Algiers.     He  had  not  been  there  forty-eight  hours  before  the 
treaty  was  concluded.     It  is  alfo  a  fact,,  that  it  was  effedted  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  French  conful  at  that  place.     However,  with 
wfpeft  to  Mr.  Donaldfon's  negotiation,  we  are  well  informed, 
that   «  his  not  conferring  with  the  conful  of  France  was  not  his 
fault ;  and  if  he  had  done  it,  that  it  would  have  injured  his  caufe; 
*       neither  the  republic  nor  her  conful  enjoying  any  credit  with  the 
E^y."     But  we  are  at  the  fame  time  informed,  that  the  caufe  of 
this   was  tranfitory,  and  ought  not  to  hinder  us  from  endeavour- 
*n8  to  engage  her  interefts  for  other  places,  and  in  that  place  for 
™ture  occasions.     Agreeably  to  this  idea,  the  agent  of  the  United 
states  applied  to  the  French  conful,  Herculais,  at  Algiers,  the 
.    fpring,  to  recommend  a  fui*able  pcrfon  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
^th   Tunis.     The  perfon  recommended  was  employed,  and  we 
^e  been  informe'd,  had  in  part  fucceeded,  and  was  expedted  to 
Co***plete  a  treaty  of  peace.      This  information  was  com  ran  ni- 
?*^ed  to  our  minifter  at  Paris,  in  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of  Augtlft 
***»    from  the  French  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  accompanied  by 
***-  ^Xtraft  of  a  letter  from  the  conful  Herculais. 
.     ***  all  thefe  tranfa&ions,  far  from  difcovering  a  trace  of  evi* 
enCe  to  fupport  Mr.  Adet's  charge,    the  reverfe  is  manifeftly 
Proved. 

th.  "  Notwithstanding  treaty  ftipulations,  it  allowed  to  be  ar* 

ed  veffels  of  the  ftate." 

'  ^^hile  we  admit  the  fa&  that  French  veffels  have  been  ar* 

.  •  **-^d,  we  deny  that  the  arrefts  have  infringed  any  treaty  ftipula- 

On-      The  details  in  this  letter,  and  the  documents  referred  to, 
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tA*I^^ar  to  us  entirely  to  exculpate  the  government.     And  if  nei* 

2^^*"  the  executive  nor  our  tribunals  could  in  any  cafe  take  cogni- . 

..Tj^^ce  of  the  captures  which  the  French  privateers  called  prizes, 

.       ***i  they  might  take  our  own  veffels  in  our  rivers  and  harbours, 
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and  our  citizens  be  without  re^refs.  Eut  "  it  is  "an  eflential  at- 
tribute of  the  jurifdiction  of  every  country  to  prefcrve  peace,  to 
punHh  acts  in  bicach  ol  it,  and  to  reftorc  property  taken  by  ford 
vvrhin  its  limits.  Were  the  armed  vcllels  of  any- nation  to  cot 
away  one  of  our  own  from  the  wharfs  of  Philadelphia,  and  ttf 
cloofe  to  call  ii  a  prize,  would  this  exclude  us  from  the  right  of  , 
redrafting  the  wrong  ?  Were  it  the  veflfcl  of  another  nation,  are 
we  not  equally  bound  to  protect  it,  while  within  our  limits? 
Were  it  feized  in  anv  other  waters,  or  on  the  fhoresofthe  Unhei 
States,  the  right  of  rcdrefling  is  ftill  the  fame ;  and  humble,  in* 
deed,  would  be  ovr  condition,  were  we  obliged  to  depend  for  that 
on  the  will  of  a  foreign  conful,  or  on  negotiation  with  diplomatic  * 
agents  *.* 

Tlie  fame  reafoning  will  apply  to  captures  made  by  illegal  pri* 
va leers  ;  that  is,  by  fuch  as  were  armed  and  equipped  in  the  port* 
of  the  United  States :  for  it  being  by  the  law  of  nations  the  right 
of  our  government,  and  as  a  neutral  power  its  duty,  to  prevcit 
fuch  armaments,  it  muft  alfo  be  its  right  and  duty,  by  all  meant  hi 
its  power,  to  rciirain  the  acts  of  fuch  armaments,  done  in  viola- 
tion of  its  rights,  and  in  defiance  of  its  authority.  And  fuch  were 
the  armaments  made  by  French  people  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  the  moil  effectual  means  of  defeating  their  unlawful 
practices,  was  the  feizing  of  their  prizes  when  brought  withift 
our  jurifdiction.  It  is  very  poflible,  indeed,  that  in  fome  cafe* 
the  irritated  fubjects,  or  public  agents  of  nations,  whofe  property 
was  taken  by  French  privateers,  might  commence  vexatious  pro- 
fecutions  :  but  this  is  no  more  than  happens  frequently  among  out 
owrt  citizens,  and  in  every  nation  in  the  world  ;  and  the  only  re* 
ftraints  on  the  vindictive  pa/lions  of  men,  in  fuch  cafes,  which  the 
policy  of  free  governments  has  impofed,  are  the  damages  which 
the  courts  compel  the  malicious  profecutor  to  pay  to  the  injured 
party.  If,  as  Mr.  Adet  aflfcrts,  damages  have  in  two  cafes  onlf 
been  gran  cd  by  the  courts  to  French  privateers,  even  when  the 
decifions  have  been  in  their  favour,  it  has  arifen  from  their  owi 
conduct:,  or  x\\e  omiflion  of  their  counfel,  or  from  accidental cif* 
cumftances,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  courts,  furnilhed  tea- 
fonable  prefumptions  again  ft  them  of  having  violated  the  law* 
either  by  illegally  arming  in  our  ports,  or  making  the  capture* 
within  our  jurifJidtion.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  have,  in  the 
event  of  contrary  decifions,  been  always  condemned  to  payd*" 
mages,  we  may  venture  to  fay,  it  was  becaufe  they  were  always 
in  the  wrong.  For  no  one  will  find  fufficient  ground  to  impeach 
the  difcernmcnl  or  integrity  of  our  courts. 

6th.  "  It  fullered  England,  by  infulting  its  neutrality,  to  inter- 
rupt its  commerce  with  France." 

*  Letter  (rom  the  fecrctary  of  Hate  to  Mr.  Morris,  Auguft  16,  I793- 

1  That 
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That  our  commerce  has  been  interrupted  by  the  armed  veflelf 
>f  England,  and  fomptimes  with  circumftancesof  infult,  ,we  cer- 
afrriy  flull  not  attempt  to  deny  :  the  univerfal  rebutment  and  jn- 
lignation  excited  by  thofe  injuries,  were  admillions  of  the  faft  ; 
tot  that  the  government  has  connived  at  the  pra&ice  (for  that  Mr. 
Metnrbft  have  intended  to  infinjaate  by  the  word  "  fufFered"),  all 
tsaflsmoft  forcibly  contradift.  It  was  becaufe  of  thofe  aggref- 
toftsthat  preparations  for  war  were  commenced  ;  and  to  demand 
atisfaftioo  for  them  was  the  leading  obje<S  of  Mr.  Jay's  million 
p  London.  Satisfaction  was  demanded  ;  and  the  arrangements 
tyted  on  for  rendering  it,  are  now  in  execution  at  London, 
fat  if  by  "  fuffered/'  Mr.  Adet  means  that  we  did  not  arm,  that 
it,  make  war  on  England  to  obtain  the  indemnification,  when 
bfnanity,  reafon,  and  the  law  of  nations,  prefcribe  the  mode  of 
pserious  peaceable  demand — to  thefe  very  principles  we  may  ap- 
peal for  our  juftification  ;  and  if  it  is  necetfary  to  go  further,  wc 
wjy  that,  as  an  independent  nation,  we  muft  be  left  to  determine 
i*  what  manner  we  can  moft  beneficially  obviate  an  evil,  and  when 
itticnoft  proper  for  us  to  repel  an  injury.  To  deny  us  this  right 
rf Judgment,  is  to  deny  our  independtnee.     We  have  not  Dcen, 

"  fiblc  either  to  our  honour  or  our  intereft.  If  we  havemani- 
much  long-fuffering,  we  have  not  been  frngular.  Neutral 
MtiQns  very  commonly  endure  many  temporary  evils,  becaufe 
thefe  appear  light  when  compared  with  the  calamities  of  war; 
ttd  they  look  forward,  as  we  have  done,  to  a  period  when  re- 
aming juftice  may  redrefs  their  wrongs.  This  period  we  trufl 
•ffl  arrive  in  regard  to  thofe  ivc  are  now  fufferingfrom  the  French 

SWic.  If  a  nation  not  bound  to  us  by  treaty,  and  between 
10  and  ourfelves  aftua!  circumftances,  and  many  recolleftions, 
Wded  to  excite  peculiar  paflions,  engaged  to  render  us  juftice,. 
Ml  we  ex pe ft  lefs  of  an  avowed  friend  ? 

'We  may  here  probably  inquire,  what  could  have  been  the  wn- 
ttftanding  of  the  parties  on  this  point,  when  the  treaty  of  1788 
"••  made  between  France  and  the  United  States  ?  She  knew 
fetnetwtthftandingthe  extent  of  our  country,  and  its  rapid  increafe 
'Population, many  years  muft  elapfe  before  we  could  form  a  pow- 
firfnavy  to  proteft  our  commerce.  She  knew  the  condu£t  of  mari- 
*fc  powers  in  all  their  wars :  particularly  fhe  was  acquainted  with 
^  maxims  and  meafures  of  England  towards  the  commerce  of 
jhtral'nations,  in  all  her  wars  with  France  And  if%  knowing  thefe 
iifcgs,  France  then  expe&ed  that  in  all  fubfequent  wars  we  fhould 
**pfltbit  maritime  powers  in  general,  and  Great  Britain  in  parti- 
lar,  to  admit  our  commerce  to  perfect  freedom,  then,  inftead  of  a 
5%ty  of  commerce  containing  regulations  for  conducing  it,  when 
r3iiice  fhould  be  at  war,  fhe  would  have  demanded  from  us  a  fli- 
rtation, that  in  every  future  war  in  which  (he  fhould  be  engaged^ 
**h  any  other  maritime  power,  we  alfo  (hould  engage  in  it  as  hec 
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affbciate.  But  this  is  a  condkion  which  France  was  too  juft  to  d^_ 
mand,  and  to  which  the  United  States  would  never  have  agreed  ^ 

7th.  ct  Notwithftanding  the  faith  of  treaties,  it  gave  an  afylurHra 
to  thefe  fame  Englifh,  who,  after  having  infulted  her  flag,  piL- 
feged  her  citizens,  came  alfo  to  brave  the  American  people  i  ad 
their  ports,  and  to  take  a  ftation  whence  to  cruifc,  on  a  favour: — 
able  opportunity,  againll  the  French." 

This,  like  mod  others  01  Mr.  Adet's  charges,  is  but  the 
newal  of  the  complaints  of  his  predeceflbr,  Mr.  Fauchet;  a 
the  vindication  of  the  government  will  appear  in  Jthe  anfwers 
communications  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  that  minifter, 
the  years  1794  and  1795.     The  cafes  particularly  noticed"  we 
thofe  of  the  Britifh  frigate  Terpfichore  and  her  prize  La  Mo: 
.  tagne  5  and  of  the   Britiih  fhip  Argonaut  and  her  prize  L/Efp» 
ranee.     The  Thetis  and  HuflTar  Britifti  frigates,  with  their  ~~ 
prizes  La  Prevoyance  and  La  Raifon,  are  alfo  mentioned,  but  wit! 
out  any  facts  or  circumftances  as  fubje&s  of  inquiry,  which  - 
courfe  is  precluded.     That  of  the  Terpfichore  and  her  prize  a 
pears  to  have  been  the  firft  cafe  of  the  kind  in  which  the  executi 
of  the  United  States,  and  thofe  of  the  particular  ftates,  w< 
called  to  interfere ;  and,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  thought  ext 
ord  nary  if  the  executive  of  Virginia  was  unprepared'  with 
jrangiments  to  give  inftant  effedt  to  the  flipulation  of  the  17th 
tide  of  the  treaty  of  1778,  forbidding  an  afylum  to  the  arnraed 
veffcls  of  the  enemies  of  France  and  their  prizes.     What  d&lay 
took  place  feems  to  have  been  the  refult  of  accident ;  certainly  not 
of  deiign.     And  by  letters  from  this  department  the  executives 
were  earneftly  preifed  to  take  the  neceffary  order  for  a  prompt 
execution,  in  future,  of  this  part  of  the  treaty.     But  why  fhould 
the  French  minifters  complain  with   fuch  energy,  that  a  Britifh 
fhip  of  war,  with  her  prize,  remained  in  one  of  our  ports  during 
per.iars  twenty  or  five  and  twenty  days  ;  when,  againft  the  earneft 
requeits  and  orders  of  the  executive,ithe  French  privateers,  arnn«<* 
in  our  pQrts  in  violation  of  the  laws,  long  continued  to  keep    on 
our  coait  and  enter  our  harbours,  thence,  on  favourable  opportu- 
nities, to  cruife  againit  their  enemies?    The  Columbia,  or  Car- 
magnole, continued  fuch  her  unlawful  a£ts  for  more  than  a  yea.  *• 
After  all  the  zealous  remonftrances  of   Mr.   Fauchet^    n^ 
Ten  wed  by  Mr.  Adet,  about  the  capture  of  the  French  corvette 
L/Kfpeiance.  by   the  Britiih   fhip  Argonaut,  who  went  with     her 
prize  into  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  what  were  the  fafts?  The  governor 
of  Virginia  went  perfonally  to  the  French  conful  at  Norfolk.     ">* 
information  concerning  this  declared  violation  of  'the  treaty- — *>ut 
fc  received  none  which  appeared  to  juftify  the  uneafinefs  occa- 
sioned by  that  event,  be  charging  no  circumjiance  as  improper  iff  ™e 
raptors  \  but  rather  feemed  to  contider  the  introduction  of  the  pr|- 
foners  made  on  that  ocgaljon,  fo  fpon  into  a  place  where  the  ex- 
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:hange  would  be  effe&ed,  as  an  alleviation  of  the  misfortune  rf 
oiing  the  vetfe!."     The  captain  of  the  French  corvette  himfelf 
was  defired  to  give  evidence   in  the  cafe;  he  promifed,  but  failed 
o  appear.    He  was  called  upon  a  fecond  time  to  give  information, 
nit  difcovered  an  unwillingi'efs  to  do  it,  obferving  that  he  had 
riven  theconlul  a  circumitj:itial  account  of  the  tranfadtion  on  his 
arrival.     The  governor  having  heard  that  a  refpe&able  pilot  of  the 
name  of  Butler  was  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  this 
affair,  he  directed  his  depofition  to  be  taken :  it  was  taken,  and 
imported  that  Admiral  Murray  himfelf  purchafed  the  prize  L'Ef- 
pe ranee,  and  manned  and  fitted   her  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay  for  a 
cruife.     But  Butler's  depofition  was  afterwards  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  Britifh,  in  which  he  contradicted  all  the  material  facls  re- 
cited in  the  former  depofition  ;  for  which  he  accounted  by  faying 
that  he  could  neither  write  nor  read,  and  that  there  had  been  in- 
ferted  in  his  fir  (I  depofition  what  he  had  never  faid.     Under  thefe 
circumftances  it  was  defirable  to  obtain  further  information.   This 
was  furnifhed  by  the  Britifh  minifter  in  the  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Admiral  Murray,  which  bears  every  mark  of  candour  and  hu- 
manity, and  of  refpeft  for  the  United  States.     It  is  as  follows: 
u  The  French  (loop  of  war  L'Efperance  was  brought  into  Lynn 
Haven  Bay  on  the  nth  of  January  (a  few  days  after  my  arrival 
there),  by  Captain  Ball,    who  had  captured  her  fifteen  leagues 
from  the  (hore:  the  weather  being  very  tempefluous,  a  lieutenant 
with  a  fufficicnt  number  of  men  only  to  navigate  her  (not  being 
half  the  complement  the  French  had  in  her),  were  fent  on  board 
from  the  Refolution  and  Argonaut;  and  fo  foon  as  the  weather 
permitted  thofe  {hips  to  fupply  her  with  water  and  provifions,  I 
lent  her  to  fea,  that  I  might  give  no  umbrage  to  the  American 
States.     An  additional  rcafon  for  bringing  L'Efperance  into  Lynn 
Haven  Bay  was  out  of  humanity  to  the  French  prifoners,  whom, 
having  had  a  long  voyage,  I  fent  to  Norfolk  as  foon  as  prudence 
would  permit:  otherwife  they  muft  have  been  kepY prifoners  on 
board  the  whole  winter,  and  fent  to  Halifax  in  the  fpring :  nor 
was  (he  equipped  or  armed  then  in  any  manner  whatever  ;  nor  did 
the  lieutenant  receive  any  com  mi  (lion  for  her  whilft  in  Lynn 
Haven  Bay ;  and  when  at  fea  only  an  acting  order  to  command 
her,  which  is  cuftomary  and  abfolutely  neceflary  in  all  captures; 
otherwife,  if  retaken  by  the  enemy,  he  might  be  confidered  as  a 
pirate." 

8th.  "It  might  be  faid  that  it  applauded  their  (the  Englifli)  auda- 
city ;  all  fubmiilion  to  their  will,  it  allowed  the  French  colonies  to 
J>e  declared  in  a  (late  of  blockade,  and  its  citizens  interdicted  the 
right  of  trading  to  them." 

If  among  the  multitude  of  fuch  complaints  as  Mr.  Adet  has 
exhibited  any  one  fhould  excite  furprife,  this  charge  is  calculated 
fo  produce  it.     Here  a  formal  charge  is  mad*  againft  the  govern - 
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mcnt  of  the  United  States,  that  it  did  not  control  in  another  in* 
dependent  nation  the  right  of  judging  of  its  own  affairs — that  it 
did  not  forbid  and  effe&ually  prevent  the  officers  of  a  foreign* 
yower,  the  Britifh  admirals  and  commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
declaring  certain  French  colonics  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  blockade! 
**  But  the  official  legalization  of  a  proclamation  had  been  polled 
Dp  under  our  eyes,  prohibiting  our  {commerce  with  the  French 
colonies,  and   fufpending  to  us  alone  the  law  of  nations !w    The 
anfwer  to  Mr-  Fauchet  from  the  fcirciaiy  of  Hate  reprefents  this 
matter  differently.     The  Uriu/ii   conlul- general  at  Philadelphia, 
by  a  publication  on  the  10th  of  April,   1795,  gave  notice  that  he 
ftad   received  official  communications  that  the  illands  of  Guadi- 
loupe,  Marigalantc  and    J)c;1radc,  were,  by  proclamation  iffued 
by  his  Britannic  Maje'Iy's  general  and  vice-admiral  commanding 
in  the  Welt  Indies,  declared  to  be  in  an  actual  ftate  of  blockade  ; 
and  that  neutral  (not  iingly  American)  veffels  were  thereby  pro-». 
hibitcd   from  attempting  to  enter  any   ports  or  places  in  jitlbTe 
illands  with  fupplies  ot   any   kind,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
*'  dealt  with  conformably  to  cxiilmg  treaties,  and  as  warranted  by 
the  eftablilhed   laws  of  nations.'1     And  while  cxifling  treaties 
(our  treaty  with  Great  Britain  had  no  operative  exiftence  till  fix 
months  after  the  conful's  advertisement)  and  the  laws  of  nations, 
were  avowed  to  be  the  rules  by  whkjt'tlic  property  of  neutral* 
was  in  this  cafe  to  be  adjudged,  had'thev  reafon  to  complain?  If 
any  neutral  veffels  attempted  U^enttr  any  of  thofe  ports  whicb 
were  not  in  reality  in  a  ftate  cfroiockade,  and  yet  were  captured, 
could  they  be  condemned?   Certainly  not  by  the  rules  which  the 
Britifh    prefcribed    to    thcinfcr.es,    "  treaties    and   the   laws  of 
nations."     But   if  the  Briiilh  commanders  proclaimed  untruths, 
and  iffued  arbitrary  orders  for  capturing  neutral  veffels  ;  and  their 
cruifers  and  courts  of  admiralty  executed  them  arbitrarily;  could 
the  American  government  prevent  litem  r      Vvc  could  demand  of 
the  Britiih   government   faiisfaclion  for  injuries  to  our  own  citi- 
zens, confequcnt  on  fuch  orders :  and  if  any  Inch  were  fuftained* 
the  arrangements  for  making  reparation   are  now  in  execution* 
But  admitting  that  any  ports  in  the  .French  colonies  were  in  ra& 
blockaded;  who  fliould  notify  it  to  neutral  nations  accuftomed  to 
trade  with  thofe  ports?   Certainly  the  officers  of  that  power  whofe 
fleets  and  armies  formed  the  blockv.de  ;  and  in  the  United  State* 
no  mode  of  giving  univcrfal  noiicc  could  be  fo  effectual  as  a  publi- 
cation in  hand  bills  and  newspapers. 

9th.  "  It  eluded  all  the  advances  made  by  the  republic  for  Tt» 
newing  the  treaties  of  commerce  upon  a  more  favourable  foot!*1? 
to  both  nations;  it  excufed  itielf  on  the  moft  frivolous  prete£ts» 
whilft  it  anticipated  Great  Britain,  by  foliciting  a  treaty,  in  which* 
proftituling  its  neutrality,  it  faciifked  France  to  her  enemies.;  ,?r 
rather  looking  upon  her  as  obliterated. from  the  map  of  tin:  worWi 
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got  file  fervtces  (he  had  rendered  it,  and  threw  afide  the  duty 
trrfude,  as  if  ingratitude  were  ^governmental  duty." 
'  the  advances  referred  to,  the  firft  were  made  by  Mr.  Genet. 
?:  you  will  fee  in  the  printed  correfpondence  between  him 
At.  Jefferfon.  Mr.  Genet's  letter  is  dated  the  23d  of  May, 
in  which  he  informed  the  government  that  he  was  au- 
&d  to  propofe  a  treaty  on  a  "  liberal  and  fraternal  bafis*.** 
gfferfon's  letter  to  Mr.  Morris,  our  minifter  at  Paris,  datefl 
[il  of  Auguft,  1793,  afligns  the  reafon  for  poftponing  the? 
at  km,  "  The  fenate  (fays  he  +)  being  then  in  recefs,  and 
•  itoeet  again  till  the  fall,  I  apprifed  Mr.  Genet  that  the  par- 
tion  in  matters  of  treaty,  given  by  the  conftitiition  to  that 
h  of  our  government,  would  of  courfe  delay  any  definitive 
•r  to  his  friendly  propofition.  As  he  was  fenfible  of  this 
nftance,  the  matter  has  been  underftood  to  lie  over  till  the 
n>g  of  the  fenate."  Congrefs  were  not  to  meet  until  De- 
si*  ;  confequently  there  was  no  neceffity  of  precipitating  the 
2ft.  But  with  the  bell  tiifpofitions  to  form  new  commercial 
gernents,  mutually  more  beneficial  than  thofe  of  the  treaty 
'^8,  the  unwarrantable  conduct  of  Mr.  Genet,  from  the 
snt  he  landed  at  Charlefton,  until  the  date  of  his  letter  on 
ibjectofthe  negotiation  was  fufficient  to  excite  caution  ill 
iruerican  government.  He  had  there  violated  the  fovereignty 
c  United  8 rates,  "  by  authorizing  the  fitting  and  arming 
dels  in  that  port,  enlifting  rn<**t,  citizens  and  foreigners,  anl 
g  them  commiflions  to  cruife  and  commit  hoitilitie*  on 
Fte  at  peace  with  us  $,"  and  with  whom  we  had  exterrfive 
oercial  connexions.  u  Thefe  privateers  were  taking  and 
ing  prizes  into  our  ports,  and  the  confuls  of  France  were 
ftag  to  hold  courts  of  admiralty  on  them,  to  try,  condemn, 
arborize  their  fale  as  legal  prize."  Neverthelefs  the  govern- 
,  really  defirous  of  forming  a  new  and  more  advantageous 
lercial  treaty  with  France,  inftrufted  the  minifter  of  the 
at  States*  at  Paris  to  manifeft  the  fame  to  the  executive  of 
»  §,  and  to  fnggeft  for  this  purpofe  that  the  powers  of 
Qefret  be  renewed  to  his  fucceffbr.  It  is  true  that  in  his  let* 
bted  the  30th  of  September,  Mr.  Genet  had  renewed  the 
rfition*  of  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty ;  but  how  was  it 
ie  for  the  government  to  undertake  a  negotiation  with  that 
Ittt  after  "  the  correfpondence  which  had  taken  place  be* 
*tne  executive  and  him"  (a  correfpondence  on  his  part  rc-» 
With  infults},  "  and  the  acts  which  he  had  thought  proper  to 
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io  and  to  countenance  in  oppofition  to  the  laws  of  the  fond?" 
after  the  government  had  inftrudled  our  minifter  at  Paris  to  defice 
Mr.  Genet's  recall,  and  to  declare  to  the  government  of  France 
"  the  neceflity  of  their  having  a  reprefentative  here  difpofedtc* 
refpeft  the  laws  and  authority  cf  the  country,  and  to  do  the  belt 
for  their  intereit  which  thefe  would  permit:"  <c  and  when  it  w«~ 
only  an  anxious  regard  for  thofe   interefts,  and  a  defire  that  the^ 
might  not  fuffer,  which  induced  the  executive,  in  the  mean  tirae^ 
to  receive  his  communications  in  writing,  and  to  admit  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  functions  fo  long  as  they  ihould  be  reft  rained  wtfhirm 
the  limits  of  the  law,  as  theretofore  announced  to  him,  or  (houkft 
be  of  the  tenour  ufually  obferved  towards  independent  nations,  bjr 
the  reprefentative   of   a  friendly   power    reiiding   with  themi** 
Under  fuch  circumftances  what  anfwer  could  the  executive  retur 
to  Mr.  Genet  more  proper,  and  more  marked  with  attention 
France,  than  "  that  his  letter  would  be  confidered  with  all  tlie 
refpeel  and  intereft  which  its  objeft  neceifarily  required?" 

It  is  probable  that  the  powers  to  negotiate  a  commercial  treaty 
were  not  renewed  to  Mr.  Genet's  fucceflbr ;  certainly  they  were 
not  communicated  to  our  government. 

We  now  come  to  the  freih  overtures  of  a  commercial  negotia- 
tion made  by  Mr,  Adet. 

The  Srft  notices  of  them  are  found  in  memoranda  of  hSts9 
dated  the  27th  and  29th  of  June,  1795,  and  fubferibed  by  the 
fecretary  of  ftate.  By  thefe  it  appears,  that  on  the  13th  of  June 
Mr.  Adet  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  On  the  15th  Mr.  Fauchet  in- 
troduced him  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate:  on  the  16th  Mr.  Adet  in- 
formed the  fecretary  that  he  (hould  the  next  day  fend  him  fooic 
a£t  of  the  French  government,  relative  to  commerce:  but  it  was 
not  fent.  On  the  22d  of  June  Mr.  Adet  was  reminded  of  the 
promifed  communication.  He  faid  it  was  copying,  and  gave 
xeafon  to  fuppoie  that  he  fhould  forward  it  on  that  day :  but  <W 
that  day  nothing  was  received. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1795,  Mr.  Adet  had  an  interview  with 
the  fecretary  of  ftate:  he  obferved  that  he  brought  with  him  the 
commercial  decrees  which  Mr.  Genet  had  formerly  propounded 
to  our  government,  and  was  inftrudled  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
commerce  upon  their  bafis.  He  was  afked  whether  he  had  any 
documents  to  communicate.  He  replied,  that  he  would  fend  them 
that  day.  He  faid  he  had  to  communicate  fome  inquietudes  re- 
fpe&ing  the  late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  obferved,  that  it  was  underftood  that  the  United  States 
had  difabled  themfelves  from  entering  into  a  new  commercial 
treaty,  upon  a  liberal  fcale,  with  France.  The  fecretary  afl- 
fwered,  that  he  had  determined,  before  he  came,  to  afk  the  per- 
million  of  the  Prefident  to  communicate  to  him  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  then  he  might  fay  in  what  part  he  fuppofed  that  any 
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propriety  with  refpcS  to  France  exifted.     The  Prefidcnt  hav- 
afterwards  aflented,  the  fecretary  on  the  fame  day  delivered  to 
0  Adet  a  printed  copy  of  the  treaty,  on  which  he  pronailed  to 
irjaunicate  his  remarks. 

[Tiefe  remarks,  dated  June  30th,  and  the  fecretary Ts  anfwer, 
:d  July  6th,  refuting  the  objections  they  contained,  I  hive 
ady  noticed.  The  fubfequcnt  proceedings  will^ftiow  either 
tbofe  objeftions-  did /  not  make  any  flrong  impreffions  on 
.  Adet's  mind,  or  that  the  fecretary's  anfwer  had  removed  them* 
>n  the  30th  June,  J 795,  Mr.  Adet  communicated  a  part  of 
inftru&ions  relative  to  "  a  new  commercial  treaty,  and  a  new 
Tular  convention,'  to  be  entered  into  between  France  and  the 
itcd  States."  The  inftrudtions  imported  that  he  was  only  to 
rtfare  with  the  American  government  the  means  and  arrange- 
its*'  of  thefe  treaties,  and  then  to  communicate  them  to  the 
lrnittee  of  Public  Safety.  The  objeft  of  the  new  treaty  was 
lared  to  be  "  to  found  the  commercial  relations  of  the  two 
ublics  upon  ftipulations  more  reciprocally  advantageous  and  more 
arly  worded  than  that  of  1778,  and  the  objeft  of  the  confular 
veniion  to  fecure  the  execution  of  the  commercial  treaty/' 
The  fecretary  of  (late  anfwered,  on  the  lft  of  July,  exprefling 
feidinefs  of  the  government  to  open  the  propofed  negotiation, 
reqiiefted  a  communication  of  the  dates  of  the  decrees  to  which 

•  Adet's  inftru&ion  referred. 

5n  the  8th  of  July,  1 795,  Mr.  Adet  replied  to  the  fecretary  of 
Ct  "  That  he  neither  knew  nor  pofleflTed  any  other  decree  rela- 
te the  new  negotiation  to  be  opened  between  France  and  the 
ijted  States,  than  that  of  .the  5th  of  February,  1793%  com- 
njcated  to  us  by  Citizen  Genet."  This  letter  of  the  8th  was 
sjved  the  12th,  accompanied  by  a  note  of  the  latter  date,  apo- 
i zing  for  the  delay  on  account  of  ficknefs.  On  the  12th  the 
"eiary  of  ftate  had  written  to  him,  prejfing  him  on  the  fubjeft  of 
new  negotiation. 

in  the  1 6th  of  July,  1795*  the  fecretary  of  ftate  again  wrote 
Mr,  Adet ;  and  after  informing  him  that  as  he  was  not  clothed 
h  any  very  formal  authority  upon  this  fubje&,  the  Prefident 
he  United  States  had  thought  proper  to  place  him  (the  Jecrt- 

*  if  ftate)  upon  the  fame  and  no  other  footing — the  fecretary 
pofed  that  the  negotiation  fhould  be  conducted  in  writing, 
sfs  when  either  thought  it  expedient  to  have  an  interview  on 
particular  difficulty.  And  then  alluring  Mr.  Adet  that  no  un-< 
eflary  procraftination  fhould  be  found  in  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
her  propofed,  that  Mr.  Adet  fhould  ftate  firft,  the  parts  of  the 

«^^^— ^— ■  «   ■  11    urn  ■  1  ■    — mmm 1    ■  1  ■  i  ■      «^ ^tmmm ^mmmtmm^mm^mmm ^WW^^»^ »^^— ^ —    i  ■     '  — ^^— ^^^^»^— ^ 

I  ■' 

Mr.  Adet  has  (ince  corrected  this  date,  the  decree  intended  being 
d  Feb.  19,  1793.  This  is  already  published  with  the  State  Papers  of 
year,  page  15. 
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treaty  which  he  wlflied  to  be  abolifhed ;   fecondly,  thofe  parts 
which   he  Hvifhed  to  be    corrected;    and,    thirdly,  any  additions 
which  feemed  to  him  dcfirable  :  but  exprefled  the  reaclinefs  of  the 
fecretary  to  adopt  any  other  better  mode  of  conducting  the  nego- 
tiation, if  fuch  occurred  to  Mr,  Adet. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  1795,  Mr.  Adet,  mentioning  his  fick — 
nefs,  which  for  fifteen  days  had  obliged  him  to  abftain  from  bull  — 
nefs,  replied  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  negotiation  in  thefe  words  z 
"  Ina  few  days  1  fhall  'have  the  honour  of  feeing  you,  ahdoC 
taking  the  necelfary  nicafnres  in  order  to  commence  the  bufinefs 
relative  to  the  digesting  of  the  new  treaty  and  new  confular  con — 
vent'ion." 

From  this  detail  it  mtift,  I  conceive,  be  no  eafy  talk  to  find 
any  facts  by  which  Mr.  Adet's  charge  can  be  fupported,  VfhsLt 
he  aftccls  to  call  "  frivolous  pretexts"  are  fubftantial  reafons  \ 
and  in  refpe£r  to  his  own  advances  to  treat,  the  conduft  of  our  go- 
vernment manilcfts  an  cagernefs  to  enter  on  the  negotiation:  cer- 
tainly you  will  difcovcr  in  it  no  difpofition  to  elude  or  to  pro-* 
craflinate. 

You  will  be  plcafcd  to  obferve,  Sir,  that  the  letter  from  Hi  © 
fecretary  of  irate  to  Mr.  Adet,  explaining  the  manner  in  whicJ* 
they  ihould   proceed  in  the  negotiation,  is  dated  the  16th  of  July* 
and  that   Mr.  Adet's  anfwer,  agreeing  fhortly  to  meet  the  fecre- 
tary, in  order  to  take  the  neceifary  meafures  for  commencing  tb^ 
butiuefs,  is  dated  the  20th  of  July  ;  yet  in  his  note  of  Novemb^*" 
15th,    1796,  after  having  charged  the  government  of  the  United 
States  "  with  eluding  all  advances  made  by  the  republic  for  re-r 
newing  the  treaties  of  commerce,  and  excufing  itfelf  on  the  nioft 
frivolous   pretexts;"  after  acknowledging  that  the  Prefident  had 
authoiizcd   the   fecretary  of  ftate  to  negotiate,  and  that  the  latter 
had  explained  the  manner  of  proceeding,   he  aflcs,   "  But  at  what 
time?    When   the  ratification  of   the   treaty  concluded  between 
Lord  Gicnville   and   Mr.  Jay,  no  longer   permitted   the  under- 
finned  to  purfue  that  negotiation."     I  am  forry,  Sir,  in  this  place> 
to  call  your  attention  to  dates.     The  Britifh  treaty  was  not  rati- 
fied until  the  14th  of  Auguft,   1795,  that  is,  about  a  month  after 
the  plan  of  negotiating  with  Mr.  Adet  had  been  propofed  to  him 
by  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  twenty-five  days  after  he  had  agreed  ' 
to  proceed  in  it.     And   if  that   ratification  finally  induced  him*43 
abandon  the  idea  of  negotiating  a  new  treaty  between  France arif* 
the  United  Srates,  it  did  not  inilantly  produce  this  determination** 
lie  doubtlefs  perceived  that  his  own   objections    to  the  Briti**1 
treaty  were   obviated  by  the  anfwer  from   the    fecretary  of  ftate  i 
«  and  when  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it,  he  had  given  up  the 
right  of  judging  of  the  treaty,  whether  it  was  good  or  bad:  I  ftalf    m% 
(fays  he,  in  his  ictter  of  July  20th,  1795)  "  tranfmit  it  (thefecre* 
jary's  anfwer)  to  the  French  government,  together  with  my  obfer- 
4  vatiofl* 
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itions  and  the  treaty.  In  fuch  important  circumftances,  it  is 
cclnfively  the  province  of  my  government  to  judge;  and  I  can- 
)t  permit  myfelf  to  decide  at  all."  And  then  immediately  adds 
-fC  In  a  few  days  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you,  and  of 
Icing  the  neceffary  meafures  in  order  to  commence  the  bufinefs 
laxive  to  the  digefting  of  the  new  treaty  and  new  confular  con-  . 
nt:i^)n."  The  Britiih  treaty  then  did  not  obftrufr  the  negotia- 
nt, the  principles  of  which  might  have  been  agreed  on,  and  the 
tittles  drawn  into  form  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  refpe&ive  govcrn- 
snts:  for  that  was  all  the  refpe&ive  negotiators'  were  authorized 
do, 

VVill  the  minifters  of  the  French  republic  never  ceafe  to  re- 
oach  us  with  "  ingratitude r"     If,  indeed,  "  France  wrought** 
well  as  "  guaranteed*'  the  independence  of  the  United  States,"  as 
r»    Adet  ^ailerts,  "  at  a  time  when  ihe  might,  as  the  price  of 
*t  -very  independence,  have  granted  them  lefs  liberal  conditions," 
r  obligations  are  greater  than  we  have  hitherto  imagined.     But 
is  time  that  thefe  claims  to  our  gratitude  were  inveftigated,  and 
*ir  extent  afcertained.     We  have  citizens  yet  alive  who  were 
to>i$  and  witneffes  of  the  declaration  of  our  independence,  and 
"fcVie  efforts  to  maintain  it,  with  their  effects,  prior  to  our  treaty 
*H>  France*     But.  laying  no  ftrefs  on  our  own  recollections  or 
fcioufnefs,  we  will  refort  to  the  teftimony  of  France  herfelf, 
ranee,  by  her  minifter  the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  having  in 
*   tleclaration  of  the  13th  of  March,  1778,  which  I  have  already 
Oted,  announced  to  the  court  of  London  the  treaty  of  friend- 
ly and  commerce  fhe  had  formed  with  the  United  States ;  and 
M;,  to  maintain  the  commerce  of  his  fubjedts  with  them,  which 
^   the  objeel:  of  that  treaty,  his  molt  Chriflian   Majcfty  had 
taken  eventual  meafures  in  concert  with  the  United  States  of 
<>*th  America ;"  that  court  publiflied  a  juftificative  memorial 
"Vindicate  to  the  wrorld  the  war  fhe  had  determined  to  wage 
3*inft  France.     In  the  Obfervations  of  the  court  of  France  on 
ifeB$(tiAi  memorial*,  we  find  the  following  declarations  on  the 
l«"tof  France:    "  While  the  ambaflador  of  EngUnd  put  the 
*ngfs  patience  to  the  ftrongeft  proofs,  and  while  the  court  of 
**ndon  -was  conftantly  repeating  denials  of  juftice  to  his  Ma- 
tty's fubjedts,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Britiih  officers  contU 
*cd  to  dtfolate  them  on  the  fca,  an  event  came  to  pafs  in  Amc- 
ca,  which  eflentially  changed  the  face  of  things  in  that  quarter  of 
1©  world.     This  event  was  the  defeat  of  the  army  under  General 
u*goyne.     The  news  of  this  unexpected  difafter,  which  arrived 
1  Europe  in   Nov.  1777,  aftonifhed  the   Britiih   minifters,  and 
^tift,  have  the   more  fenfibly  affected   them,  as  it  overthrew  the 
If*  ibey  had  laid  for  the  reduction  of  the  colonies  "     1  he  Obkrva- 
tons  then  fuggelt  that  this  great  event  induced,  in  the  Brhifli 
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cfcbiitet,  \be  itfea  of  conciliation  with  America,  and  of  a  Coalition 
againft  the  crown  of  France,  in  revenge  for  the  fappofed  aid  ren- 
dered by  her  to  the  United  States ;  and  to  gratify  "  their  moft 
dear  and  coiiftant  wifli — that  of  humbling  France." — cc  It  Was 
natural  for  the  Britifh  miniftry,  uHabU  to  fubdue  her  colonies,  fd 
feck  to  be  reconciled  to  them,  and  to  engage  them  to  efpoufe  her 
reftntment.  They  might  fo  much  the  more  flatter  themfelvCS  that 
they  fhould  fucceed  herein,  as  the  proceedings  of  France,  with 
regard  to  American  privateers,  and  efpecially  the  diJUke  the  King 
bad  at  all  times  manifejied  to  any  engagement  with  the  Congr/fsf  muft 
have  given  difguft  and  diflatisfadtion  to  their  deputies,  and  induce 
them,  not  with  (landing  their  well-known  averfion,  to  feek,  even 
in  England,  the  fafety  of  their  country,  when  they,  failed  to  find 
it  in  France  V 

€C  The  King,  well  informed  of  the  plan  of  the  court  of  Lon- 
don, and  of  the  preparations  which  were  the  confequence  of  it, 
perceived  that  no  more  time  was  to  he  loft,  if  he  would  prevent 
thedefignsof  his  enemies.  His  Majefty  determined,  therefore* 
to  take  into  confideration,  at  length,  the  overtures  of  the  Con— 
grefst." 

u  The  commiffioners  (from  the  United  States)  pfopofed1  to 
the  King  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  an  alliance  oflfert* 
fiveanddefenfive,  by  which  his  Majefty  fhould  engage  not  oriljr 
to  acknowledge  fimply  and  purely  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  but  alfo  to  guarantee  and  defend  it  by  force  of  arm*.  The 
King  ordered  an  anfwer  to  be  given,  that  he  could  indeed  look 
upon  the  independence  of  the  United  States  as  exifting  ;  but  that 
it  did  not  belong  to  him  to  acknowledge  it,  becaufe  he  had  not 
any  right  to  judge  of  it ;  neither  could  he  guarantee  it,  as  he  did 
not  intend  to  enter  into  a  war  for  itsfupport.  His  Majefty  in  confe- 
quence refufed  an  offenfive  alliance,  and  confined  himfelf  to  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce*  But  as  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  the  court  of  London  had  formed  a  defign  of  attacking  Frmtt% 
bis  Majefty  thought  he  ought  to  enter  info  an  alliance  with  the 
United  States,  eventual  and  purely  defenftve.  The  ftiputation* 
contained  in  this  fecond  treaty  are  in  fubftanCe,  that  if  France 
fbotdd  be  attacked  by  the  court  of  London,  before  the  ceflation  of 
hoftilities  between  that  court  and  its  colonies,  then  the  King  and 
the  United  States  fliould  mutually  affift  each  other  againft  the 
common  enemy:  that  the  King  fhould  guarantee  the  inde 
pendence  and  foveretgnty  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  fhou 
itdt  lay  down  his  arms  till  it  fhould  be  acknowledged  by  Gfea* 
Britain*." 

Thus  it  is  manifeft  that  the  United  States  were  to  be  left  ft  ill  V 
fight  their  own  battles,  unlefs  Great  Britain  foould  choofe  to  increaj 
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the  numher  of  her  enemies  by  attaching  France,  in  which  cafe  It  would 
tie  as  truly  the  intercft  of  France,  as  of  the  United  States,  to  make 
it  a  common  caufe* 

M  This  laft  treaty  remained  fecret,  becaufe  it  was  not  in  force 
at  the  time  of  concluding  it ;  but  that  of  commerce  was  notified 
at  the  court  of  London,  March  13,  1778/'  The ^fir ft  words  of 
the  notification  are  thefe:  "  The  United  States  of  North  America, 
wbv  are  in  full  poffeffton  of  independence,"  &c.  The  whole  para-* 
graph  has  been  already  quoted.  The  notification  further  ex- 
prefied,  "  that  the  King,  being  determined  to  proteS  efFeclually 
the  lawful  commerce  of  his  fubje&s,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity 
■of  his  flag,  his  Majefty  has,  in  confequence,  taken  eventual 
meafures,  in  concert  with  the  United  States  of  North  America." 
The  court  of  London  chofe  to  confider  this  notification  as  a  de- 
claration of  war,  of  which  they  accufe  the  King  as  being  the 
author,  and  represent  him  as  the  violator  of  laws,  divine  and 
human,  &c.  &c.  "  The  aft,  however,  which  has  drawn  upon 
4&e  King  fuch  odious  imputations,  has  for  its  foundation  two  in- 
tmteflable  iruths  ;  the  firft,  that  at  the  period  of  the  6th  of  February, 
■  in%>  the  Americans  bad  the  public  po£cJjion  of  their  independence  ^ 
4he  fecond,  that  the  King  had  the  right  to  look  upon  this  inde- 
pendence *s  emitting,  without  being  obliged  to  examine  the 
'legality  of  it,  and  that  no  law  forbade  him  to  form  connexion's 
with  the  Americans  #." 

The  Obfervations  then  reciting  that  the  fruitlefs  attempts  of  th* 
colonies  to  obtain  redrefs  from  their  mother-country  y  in  the  mode) 
*&  fupplicatioD,  had  induced  them  to  league  together  to  maintain 
their  privilege*  fword  in  hand  ;  and  foon  after  to  publifh  the 
W«ain.  aft,  whereby  they  declared  themfclves  independent,  fay t-— 
*'  This  ac\,  which  is  of  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  induced  the 
&**tt  of  London  to  give  way  to  her  refentment ;  me  difplayed  her 

Kwer  to  chaftife  the  Americans,  and  to  reduce  them  by  conqueftr 
*  'What  has  been  the  fruit  of  their  efforts  ?  Have  they  not  ferved 
**&wmftrate  to  America,  to  all  Europe,  and  to  the  court  of 
**°ndon  herfelf,  her  impotence,  and  the  impojftbility  of  her  ever  here* 
far  bringing  the  Americans  again  under  her  yoke?*  That  fhe  had 
&*tti  this  demonftration  to  America,  is  evident  by  the  manner  hv 
*Mch  Congrefs  received  the  conciliatory  bills  haftiiy  fent  from  the* 
couJ*t  of  London  to  America,  and  communicated  by  Lord  and 
**Weral  Howe.  Congrefs  were  then  uninformed  of  the  treaties 
jjtoich  their  commiflioners  had  lately  concluded  at  Paris.  Yet,  confi* 
"*k**t  in  the  ftrength  and  fpirit  of  their  country,  and  of  the  inability 
.  <*  Britain  to  fubdoe  it,  they  refolved  %  unanimoufly  to  rejeft  thefe 
^tortures  for  peace  and  conciliation,  and  to  hold  no  conference  or 


^fcf.  p.  69.     f  Obf.  p.  73.    J  Jcunrals  of  Congrefs,  April  aa,  i}7&.   . 


C    3»*    ) 

treaty  with  any  commrffioncrs  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unlcfs, 
as  a  preliminary,  they  withdrew  their  fleets  and  armies,  or  in 
pofitive  terms  acknowledged  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates. 

Again — "   It  is  fufficient  for  the  juftirication  of  his  Majefty, 
that  the  colonies,  which  form  a  nation  confiderable  as  well  for  the 
number  of  their  inhabitants,  as  for  the  extent  of  their  dominion, 
have  ejiabliflxd  their  independence,  not  only  by  a  folemn  declaration* 
hut  aljo.in  facl\  and  that  they  have  fupported  it  againft  the  efforts 
of  their  mother-country.     Such  was,  in   effect,  the  fituation  of 
the  United  States  when  the  King  began  to  negotiate  zvith  them*     His 
Majefty  had  full  liberty  of  coniiderihg  them  as  independent,  or 
as    the    fubjedts   of    Britain.     He   chofc  the  firft  part,  becaufe 
fcis  safety,  the  interest  of  his  people,  invariable  policy, 
and,  above  all,  the  fecret  projects  of  the  court  of  London,  imperii 
eufiy  laid  him  under  the  neceffity  *."     The  fecret  projects  here  referre( 
to,  were  thofe  of  reconciliation  on  terms  which  might  fatisjjy  th< 
United  States,  and  produce  a  re-union  and  coalition,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  falling  upon  France.     To  avoid  the  ri£k  of  this- combine 
attack,    to  avoid  greater  danger   in  future,    by    preventing   th 
poffibility  of  uniting  again  the  great  portions  of  the  Britilh  en 
pire,  feparated  in  facl,  and  thus  eflentially  to  diminiih  its  powe! 
were  the  avowed  inducements  with  the  court  of  France  to  confid* 
the  United  States  as  independent. 

Having  ftated  thefe  things,  they  u  afk  if  there  is  a  fovereigrt^. 
who,  in  the  fame  fituation  with  his  Majefty,  would  not  hav^ 
imitated  his  example  tr" 

Again — "  He  (the  King  of  France)  had  the  right  to  con  — 
fider  as  independent  the  confederate  inhabitants  of  an  immennd 
continent,  who  prefented  themfelves  to  him  with  this  chara&ear- , 
efpecially  after  their  ancient  fovercign  had  demonjlrated,  by  efforts 
as  continual  as  painful,  the  impossibility  of  bringing  them  back  ^* 
abedience\P 

«*  To  complete  the  juftirication  of  his  Majefty,  nothiamg 
remains  but  to  examine,  whether  what  are  called  reafons  of  Jfci  ^*% 
could  have  determined  his  Majefty  to  connect  himfelf  with  t  Tie 
Americans.  To  treat  this  queftion  with  all  the  dearnefs  of  wtik-  <h 
it  rs  fufceptible,  the  political  intereft  of  France  muft  be  view*"  ed 
under  two  different  relations;  the  firft  refpedls  the  other  pow-^^rs 
of  Europe  ;  the  fecond  refpects  Great  Britain  §/' 

€C  In  treating  with  the  Americans,  after  they  became  indepencZ^* *** 
the  King  exercifed  the  right  inherent  in  his  fovereignty,  w  I  th 
NO  other  view  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  predominant  p<rve~*er> 
which  England  abufed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe"  The  OofeC"  na- 
tions then  fuggeft,  that  by  this  conduit  the  King  has  eifenti^*%- 

— —  — -  _  — ^ mm^» 
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watched  over  the  intereft  of  all  the  fovcrcigns  of  Europe,  "hy 
contributing  to  reftrain  a  power  which  has  always  carried  to  txccfe 
the  abufc  of  her  refources*."  > 

The  court  of  London  having  charged  the  King  of  France  with 
ambition,  and  the  project  of  dcmolijhing  the  power  of  England, 
by  his  engagements  with  the  American?,  the  Obfervations  declare,1 
that  "  Nothing  more  will  be  difcovered  in  them  (his  engagements 
■with  the  United  States^,  on  the  molt  accurate  fcrutiny,  than  a 
diminution  of  this  power,  a  diminution  which  England  has  herfelf 
provoked,  by  a  conduct  the  moft  iinjuft  and  moft  irregular ;  and 
which  the  tranquillity  anil  happinefs  of  Europe  have  for  a  long 
time  rcquiredt." 

"  The  moft  vigilant  and  confummate  prudence  could  not 
devife  adequate  precautions  againft'the  enterprifes  of  fuch  a  powers 
fo  that  the  only  means  of  being  fecured  from  it  was,  to  feize  tlx 
opportunity  of  diminijhing  it%" 

w  It  may  then  be  truly  faid,  that  on  examination  of  the 
conduft  of  the  Kingt"  it  was  not  only  juft  and  lawful,  but  even 
neceffary,  as  well  tor  the  individual  inter  ejl  of  France,  as  for  that  of 
ail  Europe  §.  ' 

I  will  trouble  you  with  but  one  more  extraft  from  the  justifica- 
tory Obfervations  of  the  court  of  France. 

i€  To  deceive  the  other  nations  with  regard  to  the  real  motives 
vehich  have  directed  the  conduct  of  the  King,  the  Britifh  miniftry 
maintain,  that   he  entered  into  treaty  with  the  Americans?  not 
becaufe  he  feared  the  fecret  views  of  Great  Biitain,  but  becaufc 
he  forefaw  that  the   Americans,  defeated,  difcouraged,  without 
filpport,  and   without   refources,  were   about  to    return   to  their 
niother-cpuntry ;  and  that  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be   loft  in 
reanimating  and  confirming  them  in  their  oppofltion.     It  was, 
"without  doubt,  for  the  fake   of   this   aflertion,  that  the  Britifh 
mini  (try  have  thought  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  their  fpvereign,  to 
learch  for  the  period  at  which  France  formed  connexions  with  the 
\Jnited  States ;  it  might  v\  ith  greater  truth  be  faid,  that  this  refearch 
did  nor  coincide  with  their  plan  of  defence.     The  King  is  willing 
tofpare  the  Britifh  miniftry  a  tafk  fo  difagrecable  and  embarrafling, 
by  obferving  for  them,  that  the  converfations   which   led  to  the 
treaties  of  the  6th  of  February,    1778,  were  confiderably  pojlerior 
to  the  capitulation  of  General  Burgoyne.     Now   it  is  notorious, 
that  this  event  elevated  the  courage  and  the  hopes  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, as  much  as  it  dejedted  the  Britifh  nation,  and  principally 
the  court  of  London,     If  then  the  King  has  liitened  to  the  pro- 
pofnions  of  Congrefs,  after  this  period,  fo  difaftrous  to  the  Britifh, 
?/  has  not  been,  and  could  not  have  been  for  any  other  reafon,  but 
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hecatijd  he  thought,  with  the  United  States,  that  their  independence  qts 
ihencefo rwa rd  irrevocable  * . '  * 

In  thefe  cxlradis  from  the  Observations  of  the  court  of  France^, 
we  fee  an  open  avowal  of  her  motives  for  entering  into  treaties  witilr 
the  United  States  during  our  revolution :  but  do  Juch, motives affonfr" 
any  ftrong  claims  to  our  gratitude  ?  She  rejoiced  at  the  profpedof 
a  final  feparation  of  tho  thirteen  colonics  from  Great  Britain:  fhe- 
faw  them  erefltcd  by  their  folcmn  declaration  into  independent  ftatci^ 
but  during  near  three  years  of  our  con  left,  (he  continued  waiting 
for  fome  fortunate  event,  that  fhould  infure  (lability  and  ultimate? 
fuccefs  to  our  entcrprife.     This  event  took  place  in  the  capture  off* 
a  whole  Britilh  army.  "  Then  the  King  liftened  to  the  propofitiow 
ef  Congrcfs,  becaufe  he  thought,  with  the  United  States,  thati/wr- 
independencc  was  irrevocable."1     He  then   treated  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, "  with  no  other,  view,  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  predominant: 
power  which   England  excrcifed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe* 
A  diminution  of  this  power  (fays  the  King),  the  tranquillity  an* 
happinefs   of  Europe  have  for  a  long  time  required :  the  only 
means  of  being   feci i red  from   it,  was   to  feize  the  opportunity  if* 
diminijhing  it ;  and  he  did  feize  //,"  becaufe  "  his    safety,  th^ 
intkrkst  of  his  people,  invariable  policy,  and,  above  all,  the 
fee  ret  prnjetls  of  the  court  of  London,  imperioufly  laid  him  under 
the  necefjity?' 

After  thefe  repeated  declarations  on  the  part  of  France,  that 
her  only  view  in  contracting  engagements  with  the  United  States 
was  to  diminilh  the  Britifli  power,  and  thereby  promote  the  fafety 
and  intcrcit  of  her  own  people,  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe- 
very  unexpected  indeed  are  the  modern  claims  of  boundlefs  aftd 
perpetual  gratitude !  NVverthelcfs,  animated  as  wre  always  have 
been,  with  finccrc  deli  res  to  maintain  thofe  ufeful  and  friendly 
connexions  with  France  which  had  their  foundation  in  our  revo- 
lution, we  ihould  have  remained  filent  on  thefe  claims,  had  not 
the  frequency  and  manner  in  which  they  have  been  urged  com- 
pelled their  difcuiiion.  We  arc  not  now  difpofed  to  queftion  the 
importance  of  the  aid  wc  actually  derived  from  France  in  the  jvar 
of  our  revolution  ;  nor  to  retradt  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
that  all  America  has  from  that  time  offered  to  that  nation:  vve 
were  in  the  habit  of  cxprcfling  our  gratitude  to  her  for  the  benefits 
which  wc  received,  although  they  rtfultcd  from  her  exertions  XQ 
advance  her  ov:n  hit  ere  ft  and  fee  u  re  her  own  fafety*  But  if  thoft 
benefits  had  been  rendered  from  pure  benevolence,  from  difnterefie-i 
good-it  ill  to  usy  and  we  had  been  re  mils  in  acknowledging  theiXh 
is  it  the  part  of  generofity,  ot  magnanimity,  conftantly  to  up- 
braid the  receivers  of  their  ravoufs  with  ingratitude  ?  Do  not  fuc^h 
reproaches  cancel  the  obligation  :  But  if  for  favours,  apparent:  ly 
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,  fubjtatitial  returns  are  demanded,  the  fuppofed  liberal 
lerates,  and  becomes  a  mercenary  bargain, 
h  only  are  the  motives  for  our  gratitude  towards  France 
nmencement  of  her  political  and  commercial  connexions 
in  the  midll  of  Our  war  with  Great  Britain,  what  more 
ifcovcr  at  the  conclufion  of  that  war  ?  Let  us  examine* 
iiy  with  the  afliftance  of  a  French  army  by  land,  and  3 

fleet  by  fea,  a  fecond  Britifli  army  was  captured, 
event    made  even  the   Britifli   government  defpair  of 

the  United  States  again  under   her   fubje&ion.     The 

was  changed ;  and  the  parliament  palfed  an  ait  to  aur 

he  King  to  make  peace.     In  the  fummer  of  i?827  an 

the  part  of  Great  Britain  repaired  to  Paris,  to  negotiate 

commiffioners  of  the  United  States.  For  fome  time 
iklin  and  Mr*  Jay  were  alone  at  Paris.  The  cbinmiflion 
)fwald  (the  Britifli  negotiator)  authorized  him  to  treat 
rlude  a  peace  or  truce  with  any  conmriffioneiy  or  com- 
s,  named,  or  to  be  named ,  by  the  colonies  or  plantations  of 
rapfliire,  &c.  (naming  the  thirteen),  or  with  any  of  then* 
y,  with  parts  of  them,  or  with  any  perfons  whatsoever* 

was  not  fatisfied  with  this  commiflion  to  Mr.  Qfwald; 
iendence  of  the  Thirteen  States  was  no  where  intimated, 
iy  to  their  inftru&ions  from  Congrefs  to  take  advice  of 
t  of  France,  the  commiffioners  communicated  Mr.  Of- 
>mmiffion  to  the  prime  minifter,  the  Count  de  Vergenuea. 
lht  exprelted  his  opinion  that  the  commiflion  was,- fuffir 
lat  it  was  fuch  an  one  as  we  might  have  expe&ed  it 
e :  "  That  ah  acknowledgment  01  our  independence 
ft*  preceding,  mull  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things  be  the 
the  treaty."  This  opinion  the  Count  continued  from 
ime  to  repeat.     In  fhort,  "  it  was  evident  the  Count  die) 

to  fee  our  independence  acknowledged  by  Britain  until 

made  all  their  ufes  of  us."  Mr.  Jay  ftill  continued 
t.     He  conferred  with  Mr.  Ofwald,  and  "  urged  in  the 

terms,  the  great  impropriety,  and,  confequently,  the 
poffibility  of  our  ever  treating  with  Great  Britain  on  any 
tn  an  equal  footing ;  and  told  him  plainly,  that  he  (Mr. 
uld  have  no  concern  in  any  negotiation  in  which  we 

confidered  as  an  independent  people" 
s  on  this  occafion  that  Mr.  Ofwald  communicated  to  Aflfr* 
article  of  his  inftructions  :  "  In  cafe  you  find  the  Ameri- 
miflioners  are  not  at  liberty  to  treat  on  any  terms  fliort  of 
lence,  you  are  to  declare  to  them,  that  you  have  our 
1  to  make  that  ceilion:  our  ardent  wifli  for  peace  difpofiag 
rchafe  it  at  the  price  of  acceding  to  the  complete  inde- 
i  of  the  thirteen  colonies." 
Jritifh  miriiftry  approved  of  this  communication ;  but  ftU^^ 
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were  for  treating  with  us  as  colonies,  and  making  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  independence  only  an  article  of  the  treaty.  Mr.  ]tfs 
difcemment  difcovered  the  fonrce  of  the  backwardness,  at  this  time, 
in  the  Britifh  court,  to  admit  our  independence  previous  to  the  nego- 
tiating of  the  treaty,  and  mentioned  it,  with  his  reafons,  to  Mr. 
Ofwald ;  who,  far  from  contradicting  Mr.  Jay's  inference,  tolc 
him  a  facl,  which  confirmed  his  opinion  that  it  originated  in  the 
court  of  France,  and  was  communicated  to  that  of  London  bj 
the  Britifh  commiffioner  then  in  Paris  to  treat  of  peace  between 
France  and  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Jay  then  explained  to  Mr.  OT 
wald  what  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  natural  policy  of  the  Freud 
court,  and  fhowed  him,  €t  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  Britain  U 
render  us  as  independent  on  France,  as  we  were  refolved  to  be  01 
Britain.'9  Mr.  Ofwald  was  convinced.  Mr.  Jay  reminded  hid 
of  the  feveral  rcfolutions  of  Congrefs,  pafled  at  different  periods 
not  to  treat  with  Britifh  commiflioncrs  on  any  other  footing  thai 
that  of  abfolute  independence ;  and  prop  jftd  to  give  to  him  ix 
writing  what  he  had  before  exprcircd  in  converfation — his  deter* 
mination  not  Jo  treat  but  on  the  footing  of  equality.  Mr.  Ofwald 
preferred  paving  it  in  writing.  Mr.  Jay  prepared  the  draft  of 
a  letter,  to  be  figned  by  him  and  Doctor  Franklin,  expreffing 
their  determination  not  to  treat  but  on  terms  of  equality,  as  u} 
independent  nation  ;  and  exhibiting  the  reafons  of  this  determina- 
tion. Doctor  Franklin  thought  the  letter  "  rather  too  poGtiw, 
and,  therefore,  rather  imprudent ;  for  that  in  cafe  Britain  fliouH 
remain  firm,  and  future  circumftances  (hould  compel  us  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  mode  of  treating,  we  (hould  do  it  with  an  ill  grace, 
after  fuch  a  decided  and  peremptory  refufal.  Be  fides,  the  Doflor 
feemed  much  perplexed  and  fettered  by  the  inilrudioqs  from 
Congrefs,  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  French  court.  Neither 
of  thefe  confiderations  affecied  Mr.  Jay.  For  as  to  the  firft,  he 
could  not  conceive  of  any  event  which  would  render  it  proper* 
and  therefore  poflible,  for  America  to  treat  in  any  other  charaflcr 
than  as  an  independent  nation.  And  as  to  the  fecond,  he  could 
not  believe  that  Congrefs  intended  they  (hould  follow  any  advic* 
which  might  be  repugnant  to  their  dignity  and  intereft" 

Doflor  Franklin's  doubts  prevented  this  letter  being  (igned- 
Mr.  Ofwald  was  difappointed  ;  and  defired  to  fee  the  draft.  He 
faw  it,  and  requeftcd  a  copy  of  it..  After  taking  time  for con- 
fideration,  Mr.  Jay  complied  with  the  requeft.  "  For  though 
unfigned,  it  would  convey  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  the  fentimentl 
and  opinions  he  wifhed  to  imprefs  ;  and  if  finally  they  (hould  no* 
be  content  to  treat  with  us  as  independent,  they  were  not  yet  rip* 
for  peace  or  treaty  with  us.  Befides,  he  could  not  be  perfuaded 
that  Great  Britain,  after  what  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  de- 
ctaed,  after  various  other  acts  of  that  government  manifefting  th* 
"^^Tfcion  to  acknowledge  it,  would  perfift  in  refufing  to  admitou* 
\     \  .    '  indepeod- 
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Jependence,  provided  they  really  believed  that  we  had  firmly 
blvod  not  to  treat  on  more  humble  terms. 
;c  With  the  copy  of  this  draft,  Mr,  Jay  gave  Mr.  Ofwald  co* 
5  of  the  various  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  which  evinced  their 
erence  to  their  independence.  Thefe  papers  Mr.  Ofwald  fent 
sxprefs  to  London,  and  warmly  recommended  the  i Hiring  a  new 
i  million,  to  remove  all  further  delay." 

/Ir.  Jay  having  afterwards  afcertained  that  the  Count  de 
rgennes  had  fent  a  confidential  agent  to  London,  but  whofe 
rney  was  intended  to  have  been  a  fecret,  for  purpofes  evidently 
bile  to  the  intereft  of  the  United  States,  determined  immedi- 
iy  to  counteract  the  project,  by  an  agent  on  whom  he  could 
r9  to  make  to  the  court  of  London  fuch  reprefentations  as  he 
nght  the  occafion  demanded.  He  fucceeded  -,  and  in  about  two 
eks  Mr.  Ofwald  received  a  new  commiflion,  in  the  form  for 
ich  Mr.  Jay  had  contended. 

Mr.  Jay  remarked,  that,  agreeably  to  the  declaration  of  inde- 
adence,  the  United  States,  as  free  and  independent,  had  full 
wer  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contraft  alliances,  &c.  :  that 
the  aft  of  confederation,  the  ftyle  of  the  confederacy  was  de«* 
tredto  be,  The  United  States  of  America,  and  by  that 
k  Congrefs  were  vefted  with  the;  fole  and  excluftve  right  and 
>wer  of  determining  on  peace  and  war,  and  of  entering  into 
taiies  and  alliances  :  that  being  of  right,  and  in  fad,  free  and 
dependent  dates,  their  representatives  in  Congrefs  granted  a 
wnmiflion  to  certain  gentlemen,  of  whom  Do&or  Franklin  and 
\  were  two,  in  their  name  to  confer;  treat,  and  conclude  with 
Bbafladors  or  cotnmiflioners,  vefted  with  equal  powers,  relating  to 
te  te-eftablifhing  of  peace,  &c.  But  the  firft  commiflion  to  Mr. 
Hwald  was  not  equivalent :  the  United  States  were  not  named  in 
i  nor  /^/rcommiflioners,  whoconfeqiiently  were  not  the  perfons 
^th  whom  Mr.  Ofwald  was  authorized  to  treat.  And  if  the  com* 
wffioners  had  confented  to  treat  with  Mr.Ofwald  under  fuch  a  com* 
toffion,  what  would  have  been  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the 
failed  States  in  the  interval  between  the  commencement  of  the  De- 
viation and  the  conclufion  of  peace  ?  They  would  have  been  n§t  i»- 
*t*nder.t  citizens',  but,  by  our  own  acknowledgment,  Britijhfub- 
*/  Mr.  Jay  would  not  confent  to  this  degradation,  after  we 
^  maintained  our  independence  fix  years,  after  we  had  efta- 
Whed  it  in  faft,  and  after  Congrefs  had  by  firm  and  repeated  re- 
"titions  refufed  to  treat  with  Great  Britain,  unlefs,  as  a  prelimi- 
*ty»  (he  withdrew  her  fleets  and  armies,  or  elfe  in  pofitive  and 
tyr*fs  terms  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States.  At 
fe  lame  time  Congrefs  man ife fled  their  readinefs  to  attend  to  fuch 
^sof  peace  as  might  confift  with  the  honour  of  independent  na- 
**  ••  but  the  honour  of  an  independent  nation  forbade  their  treating 
1  *  Jubordinate  capacity.     Even  the  dignity  of  France,  whofourjtf 

T  t  a  ^a :5™ 


f   3*4    ) 

t 

years  before  treated  with  u$  as  an  independ* o.t  nation,  tC^uUc^Jt 
that  we  ftiould  not  degrade  ourfelves  when  going  to  treat  wftj^ 
her  enemy. .  And  why  then'fhould  her  minifters  defire  us  to  do  it  ? 
eTpecially  when  the  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  declared  the  "  fcfl 
fential  and  direct  end  of  it  was,  to  maintain  efFe&ually  thQlibejty^ 
fovereignty,    and  independence,    abfolute   and    unlimited,    of  t}\& 
United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce.'*' 
There  were  fevcral  reafons.     The  two  parties,    France  and  the 
United  States,  engaged  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  ftiould  be  attained.     The  explicit 
acknowledgment  of  their  independence  by  Great  Britain,  ww)A. 
fiiow,  that  for  the  eflential  and  dircd  objcS  of  the  alliance,  ,tijcpjp. 
was  no  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war.     But  fince  making  {(&» 
treaty  of  alliance  with  the  United   States,   France  had  forn#£ 
other  connexions,  with  whofe  ,views  we  had  no  concern,  and  &£ 
whofe  fake  we  were  not  bound  to  pod  pone  the  offered  peace.   V^9 
have  feen  the  explicit  avowal  of  the  King  of  France,  that  he  fin— 
t£red  into  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  with  the  view  tQ  JflH» 
mote  the  fafety  and  intercft  of  his  kingdom  and  fubje&s,  hy  di— • 
ifjiniihing  the  power  of  England  ;    but  in  doing  this,  and  evpaftlr"2 
ally  facilitating  our  independence  pn  Great  Britain,  it  \kDcjjfjUfS 
apparent  that  there  would  be  no  ctye&ion  tQ  pur  dependQDef  <ppi 
France,  particularly  in  "  leaving  the  King  matter  of  the  fcHj&^PfjT 
the  treaty  of  peace."     Apd  to  keep  us  thus  far  dependent,  WAff* 
riianifeftly  the  objefl  of  certain  meafures  of  the  Frcngh  court,  OnU» 
cblated  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  an  immenfe  weflern  Uffijrir 
tory  ;'  of  the  navigation  of  the  Miffifippi  \  and  of  the  fifherjjpfc, 
except  on  oiir  own  coaft.  A  combination  of  fads  and  circujnffa.QC$t{ 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  intentions  of  the  French  court  as  to  tjiedfrw 
jefls  above  mentioned.     I  canr\qt  undertake  the  lengthy  deta^p 
and  will  only  juft  mention,  in  regard  to  territory,  what  was  pro^- 
pofed  and  urged  by  one  whofe  official  ftatiop  rendered  it  impoffityis. 
to  believe  that  he  was  expreffing  only  his  own  fentiments,  or  w% 
he  was  not  afiing  by  the  direction  of  the  French  court.     Hq  pift— 
pofed  what  he  called  a  conciliatory  line  between  the  United  S.tapjs 
and  Spain.     This   was  to  begin  at  the  divilion    of  Eaft  frQW 
Weft   Florida,    and  run    thence  to  fort  Touloufe  on  the  rift^- 
Alabama,  thence  by  different  courfes  to  Cumberland  river,  an» 
do.vn    the  Cumberland   to   the  Ohio.     It  was  infilled   that  th^ 
United  Slates  could  have  no  pretenfions  weftward  of  this  line   s 
that  "  as  to  the  courfe  and  navigation  of  the  Miffifippi,  they  foLrT: 
lowed  the  property,  and  would  belong  therefore  to  the  nation  t<£- 
which  the  two  banks  belonged  ;  the  United  States  could  have  o*£ 
pretenfions,  not  being  matters  of  either  border  of  the  river  :"  iflfj" 
that  "  as  tox  what  refpefis  the  lands  iituated  to  the  northward! Q* 
the  Ohio,  there  was  reafon  to  prefume  that  Spain  could  forti)  i^Q 
dipns  thereto :  their  fate  m,uft  be  regulated  wifi  the  court  d%. 
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Lppcloft."  It  i$  certain  that,  originally,  Spain  made  do  gtetonfi.op.ft 
to  9Dy  lan4s  eaft ward  of  the  Miflifippi  to  the  northward  of  the 
f  Ipjridas ;  and  it  is  clear,  that  the  idea  of  her  filially  making  the 
(Jaira  was  fuggefted  by  the  court  of  France. 

"We  are  now  prepared  to  un^rfta^d  the  declarations  rna^e  in 
(hp  inft ructions  to  Citizen  Gei\et,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from 
[lie  Trench  republic  to  the  United  States.  Thefe  inftru&ions  are 
Jateydi  the  4th  of  January,  17^3,  and  were  published  in  Pe- 
;cr»l>er  of  that  year,  in  Philadelphia,  by  Mr.  Genet,  in  vindica- 
IQf-m.  of  his  extraordinary  meafures,  which  had  induced  pur  gp-* 
'eminent  to  defire  his  recall.  In  thefe  inftrudlions  we  find  the 
plX<pwing  paflages:  "  The  executive  council  has  called  fo^r  the 
CL^trucJions  given  to  Citizen  Genet's  predeceflbrs  in  America,  anc) 
iais  feen  in  them,  with  indignation,  that  at  the  very  time  the  goo4 
pcojle  of  America  exprefled  th^ir  gratitude  to  us  in  the  rnoft  fefl- 
vng    manner,  and  gave  us  every  proof  of  their  fricndflup,  Verr 

S;rx«ies  and  Montmorin  thought  that  it  was  right  for  France  to 
X\<dtx  the  United  States  from  taking  that  political  (lability  of 
ipfcich  they  were  capable,  becaufe  they  wpukf  fopn  acquire 
^  ^V^S^y  which  it  was  probable  they  wo.uld  be  eager  to  ab.uje** 
mT*,€€  The  fame  machiavelian  principle  influenced  the  operations  of 
ife?  war  for  independence  :  the.  feme  duplicity  reigned  aver  the  neg+% 

tWt*9ns.f?r  peace. " 

We  fe$  then,  that,  in  forcing  connexions  with  us  in  I77?i 
tfcff  court  of  France,  the  aftuaj  prgan  of  the  nation,  ha$i  no  re- 
&xd  to  the  int?reft  of  the  United  States, ;  hut  that  their  object 
^$5?  hy  feizing  the  occafion  of  difrn  era  taring  the  Britifli  empires 
*ft<Ugl)Uri(h  the  power  of  a  formidable  rival ;  and  that  when,  after 
^*  had  carried  on  a  diftrefling  war  for  feven  years,  the  great  ob- 
JCvl  for  which  we  had  contended,  independence,  was  within  pur 
ffi^ch,  that  court  en deavpu red  to  poftpqne  the  acknowledgment  of 
J?  ^y  *Grea,t  Britain,  and  eventually  to  deprive  us  of  its  faireft 
*fljMfcs,  a  juft  extent  of  territory,  the  navigation  of  the  Miffifippi, 
*4t^fifliery. 

AMch  b?ing  the  motives  and  conduct  of  France,  what  infpired 
^B  *ruly  grateful  fentiments.  towards  that  natipn  ?  The  anient 
'fe'Sfcian,  the  fincere  friendftip  of  Americans  to  Frenchmen.  Wa 
^^e  engaged  in  a  common  caufe  againit.  Great  Britain— we  re- 
ceived ioang  0f  money — we  were  aided  by  troops  and  (hips  in  at-: 
^■^ing  and  conquering  the  cornmon  enemy  in  the  bofom  of  our 
cou^itry  ;  and  this  aflbciation  in  war  produced  acquaintance  ami. 
KFfcmal  friendfhip  ;  and  experiencing  thefe  benefits,  we  gave 
^ay  to  our  feelings,  without  inquiring  into  the  motives  from  which 
*^y  were  rendered. 

J$Ut  why  are  we  fp  often  reminded  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  ?  If, 
Really  hecaufe  more  than  gratitude — because  cmfntfetim*  is.  ex?  • 
jft&ed  to  cancel  it  i  If  compensation  i*  the  objeft,  the  treaty  of. 

alliance 


(    3*6    ) 

alliance  has  abfolved  the  claim.  "The  con*  ;  **  E***tive  TX' 
that  being  refolved to  fulfil,each  on  itsow  \of  CTC7  VTl™**>  and 
ditionsof  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance  *\  *  f?  ^MjW™"* 
and  circumftances,  r/fcr,  A*//  &  ,  reived  by  American  veffels 
one  fide  or  the  other,  whatever  ■*-  imagmc°  that  ll?e  dcfrce  ™5 
I  am  here  naturally  led  ♦  '•  on  P«rpofe  Jo  £ive  fcope  Mr 
mentioned,  /**,  we  have  .         ,  gently  for  unlimited  oppreffion* 

friendjkip  might  have  rivr       *••***  Mr*  Adet  fras  himfclt  dechre4 
IfMr.Adethad  fpe'        v*^rc^  *at  the  French  armed  veffels 

ha\c  been  offered,  w         ^'ves  *vith  caFl,ring  American  veffels 

affcrtion.  »  .*  contraband  goods  on  board,  and  getting 

But  is  it  true       #    "V-v  c<»ndemncc!  by  their  tribunals ;  but  if  any 

Read  the  follow  .\  •.«* re  to  praQfife  "  vexations"  towards  Ame- 

l6th  of  Aug'        .  - '■•- 'ctl  were  lo  do  tnc  ^ame  '•     ^l,gnt  we  to  have 
tisfadion  •   "  *  p-reelory  intended  the  citizens  of  France  fhould 

we  paid  \-  .•'"*-  revenge  on  their  friends  for  the  outrages  of 

France  •'    ^n(*  ^'^  *s  to  ^imit  tne^c  vexations  ?     If  one 

fuffer  •   +?r2fl*2t  m  a  hundred  perverfcly  and  wantonly  abides 

fulf  \     -  every  French  officer  to  become  his  rival  in  dilbo- 

th        •'      Vv  -f  v,c  arC  t0  faffer  onty  meafurc  for  meafwrc  'and 
f       /'    >»  (h'cree  goes  not  beyond  this),  who  is  to  defignatethe 

/.••■\  'J^r.jth   French  officer  who  is  to  be  the  inftrumehttf 

f'-.N-'^prcflibn? 

t^l'  French  anwd  refills  are  to  make  all  thefe  captures  in 


the  Britilh  co».:r.-ry  to  thu  iuw  or  nations,  we  have,  agree- 
ab!v  to  that  law,  demanded  fitisfaction.  The  Britifh  haveen- 
gj£cd  to  make  us  fatssiaclicn  ;  and  commiflioners  are  now  fitting 
to  liquidate  thufe  demands.  What  oppofitisn  could  ha\e  been 
more  efiicaciou-  r      W>,a*  fur.hcr  oppoliticn  can  be  lawful? 

Imtead  of  fi:»-::;e.  v.o::,rv'r,ts  on  this  fubjocr,  let  mc  prefent  to 
you  fomc  paif::^  i:i  M* .  Adet'i  letter  o?"  i:.e  i^hofjjly,  1795  *• 
In  this  letter,  he  communicated  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  decree 
of  the  committee  o?  Public  Safety,  o\  the  3»i  ofjanuaiy,  1795,  re- 
pealing the  5th  article  of  rhe  decree  of  the  15th  of  November, 
i"94.t.  The  latter  violated  our  treaty  by  fubjecting  the  property 
of  the  enemies  of  France  on  board  American  veilcls  to  capture, 
and  bv  adding  to  the  l::i  c:  article--  contraband:  it  was,  therefore, 
repca'cd  by  the  former.  Mr.  Ada  flized  this  occafion  to  mate 
the  f.»!I.»\vi:;g  declaration  :  "  Ycu  v.-jii  fee.  Sir  (faid  he),  in  both 
(the  viecreet)  th.*  imdi!$;;.ifwd  difv-vV.::>n  and  iincere  deiire  of  the 
Fr-.nch  government  iJigiouf!;/  to  1 -".nerve  the  engagements  it  has 
contracted  with  its  allied,  a:  J  its  rcadir.efs  to  redrefs  infractions 
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ive  fcever  taken  place  but  from  the  impulfe  of  circum- 
-*'  It  is  amidft  her  triumphs  that  the  republic  loves  to 
ving  mark  of  her  fidelity,     Vi&orious  France  knows 
rri  than   that  of  juftice — no  other  dipl6matic  Ian- 
of  truth." — To  this  truth,  to  this  juftice,  to  this 
.ow  make  our  appeal. 
^  .ie  ftyle  of  Mr.  Adet's  complaint,  of  the  Britifh  being 

to  arm  in  our  ports,  it  might  be  imagined  the  inftancen 
.^  numerous.  None  were  permitted:  the  aBual  armaments 
pe  fewj  and  are  as  old  as  the  year  1793,  and  were  reprefented 
'Mr.  Genet  to  the  fecretiry  of  ftate.  "  What  anfwer  (afks  Mr* 
let)  did  the  government  give  to  the  reprefentations  of  the 
nifter  of  the  French  republic  in  this  refpeft  ?  It  faid,  that 
tfe  veflels  failed  too  fuddenly ;  that  it  was  not  able  to  caufe 
MXitb  be  (topped."  The  anfwer  was  given  by  the  fecretary  of 
He  in  different  words  * :  "  Thofe  from  Charlefton  and  Phila- 
tpftia  hape  gotle  off  before  it  was  known  to  the  government ;  and 
6  former,  indeed,  in  the  fir  ft  moments  of  the  war,  and  before 
jpyentive  meafures  could  be  taken  in  fo  diftant  a  port."  In  the 
ft  of  tbe  Trufty,  Captain  Hale,  at  Baltimore,  the  governor  of 
$*tjfland,  h&ving  been  informed  that  he  had  been  buying  guns9 
•A  given  orders  to  examine  the  faft \  <c  but  (he  got  off  before  the 
Beer  could  get  on  board,  having  cleared  out  three  or  four  days 
^fere.'*—  I  have  hot  obferved  that  Mr.  Genet  ever  renewed  his 
#Aplaint  with  regard  to  any  of  thefe  veflels  ;  whence*  1  fuppofe, 
frwas  fafisfied  with  the  anfwer :  as  indeed  he  ought  to  have  been. 
Ijjp  two  Englifh  veflels  that  failed  from  Philadelphia,  efcaped 
l»  tfie  vigilance  of  the  French  confult — both  had  departed 
Mjfdays  before  he  had  been  informed  of  them.  This  is  flated 
jiaeconful  himfelf,  in  his  report  of  the  21ft  of  June,  1793,  to 
If*  Genet.  Ancf  yet  the  government  is  now  charged  by  Mr.  Adet 
tfft  violating  the  treaty,  becaufe  it  did  not  flop  them ! — Although 
^officers  of  the  United  States  had  been  required  to  be  watchful, 
Wtp  report  all  illegal  armaments  in  our  ports,  yet  it  was  natural 
MUlie  government  to  expeS  to  derive  information  from  the 
Vench  confuls,  who  doubtlefs  were  charged  by  their  own  govern- 
(JjSt  to  be  particularly  vigilant  in  jregard  to  all  attempts  at  fuch 
foments  by  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  Mr.  Adet  remarks 
'"  u  fome  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  had  aided  in  thefe 
armaments  of  the  enemies  of  France :"  and  afks,  "  what: 
fedqres  were  taken  againft  them  ?  Was  any  fearch  made  to 
*C6ver  them — to  profecute  them  ?  Never." — Yet  the  very 
tter  from  Mr.  Genet  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  which,  and 
I  enclofures,  Mr.  Adet  has  found  this  fubjeft  of  complaint,  fug- 
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gefts  a  different  conclufion.     "  I  learn  toith  pleafure  (lays  M^. 
Genet)  by  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  this  month  (June,  1793)  that: 
the  government  of  Georgia  have  caufed  to  be  (lopped  a  vefeT 
armed  in  that  Irate,  for  the  puipofe  of  cruifing  again  ft  the  Frencti., 
and  that  the  perfons  intercfted  in  this  vcflel  will  be  profecutedV" 

I  (hall  fay  but  a  few  word's  on  the  fubjeel  of  the  letters, 
which  Mr.  Adct   complained  that  they   remained  unanfwered. 
The  firft  (of  September  29th,   1795)  contained  thofe  reproachful 
infinuations  which  were  recited  in  my  fetter  of  the  id  01  Novem- 
ber laft.     \Vhy  were  thefe  introduced  by  him  if  they  were  not  $0 
be  applied  r     An  anfwer  was  draughted  on  the  fubjeft  of  his 
letter,  with  animadverfions  on  thofe  inflnuations :  but  defiring  to- 
avoid  irritations,  the  anfwer  was  not  fent.     It  was  deemed  of  the 
tefs  confequence,  feeing  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of  the  iathof 
September,   1795,  the  fentiments  and  reafonings  of  the  govern- 
ment on  that  and  other  fubje&s  relating  to  France  had  been  fully 
cxprefled,  to  enable  him  to  make  immediate  communicatioitfto" 
the  French  government  itfelf ;  and  it  was  hoped,  that  the  inform—  " 
ation  given  in  that  letter,  and  in  others  written  to  him  the  pre— 
ceding  fummer,  would  have  fumifhed  materials  (and  that  tbcfi 
materials  would  have  been  timely  ufedj  for  fuch  reprefentations 
would  have  fatisfied  the  French  government,  that  the  Uniti 
States,  in  forming  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  had  only  exer— - 
cifed  an  indifputable  right :  and  neither  by  that  treaty  nor  aiqf 
Other  aft  had  infringed  a  (ingle  article  of  our  treaties  with  Fiance  -■ 

On  the  fubjeft  of  the  imprefles  of  our  feamen,  mentioned  ir^ 
Mr.  Adet's  letters  of  March  and  April,   1796,'!  mall  only  adi 
that  nothing  wajs  more  notorious  than  that  thofe  impreffes  ha 
excited  univerfal   refentment  in  the  United  States,  and  been  thf 
fubje&  of  repeated  rem  on  ft  ranee  from   our   government  to  th. 
Britifh  court.   Thus  in  Mr.  Finckney's  note  to  Lord  Grenvillei 
Auguft,  1793,  which  was  publifhed  here  that  year,  in  the  fan** 
collection  of  ftatc  papers  with  Mr.  Jefferfon's  letter  of  September* 
7th  t,  which  Mr.  Adct  has  quoted,  and  on  the  5th  page  noC-* 
fuccecding  it,  we  find  the  following :  "  Under  this  head  it  may  \>G 
obferved,  that  for  want  of  arrangements  being  made  for  the  feet*"- 
rity  of  American  feamen  in  the  ports  of  this  country  (England j* 
they  are  fubjeft  to  the  various  hardfhips  Mr.  Pinckney  has /a  fre- 
quently detailed  to  Lord  Grenvillc."     And  in  the  next  page,  in  h*s 
letter  to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Pinckney  fays,    "The  protection 
afforded   our  feamen,  remains  alfo  on    the    fame  footing;  they 
(the  Britifh  government)  profefs  a  willingnefs  to  fecure  to  us  a'f 
real  American  feamen,  when  proved  to  be  fuch ;  but  the  proof 
they  will  not  difpenfe  with."     To  remove  a*  far  as  poffible  the 
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ntfTments  arifing  from  this  caufc,  and  more  effectually  to 
I  bur  feamen,  was  the  objeft  of  a  bill  pending  in  Congrefs, 
e  fubjeft  of  public  debate,  at  the  time  1  received  Mr.  Adet's 
.     This  bill  was  pafled  into  a  law. 

thefe  a&s  demonftrated  that  the  government  did  not  afflent, 

the  contrary  that  they  refifted  the  impreffment  of  American 

12  and  this  refiftance  has  been  continued ;  confequently, 

nnot  be  charged   on  this  ground  with  a  violation  of  our 

litjr. 

ong  the  former  fubjefts  of  complaint  not  now  renewed  by 
Vdet,  is  that  againft  the  government,  for  permitting  the 
;fe  and  exportation  of  horfes  by  BritHh  agents,  in  the  courfe 
laft  winter  and  fpring.  The  correfpondence  on  this 
;  is  lengthy  $  and  yet  the  queftion  lies  within  a  very  narrow 

fs. 

laps  no  rule  \s  now  better  eftablifhed,  than  that  neutral 
>  have  a  right  to  trade  freely  with  nations  at  war ;  either  by 
igand  felling  to  them  all  kinds  of  merchandife,  or  permitting 
5  come  and  purchafe  the  fame  commodities  in.  the  neutral 
y;  in  the  latter  cafe,  not  refufing  to  one  power  at  war 
t  permits  another  to  purchafe ;    with   this  exception  in 

to  articles  contraband,  that  if  the  cruifers  of  one  of  the 
tnt  powers  meet  at  fea  with  neutral  veflels  laden  with  fuch 
;,  deftined  to  the  ports  of  their  enemies,  the  neutral  veflels 
\  captured,  and  the  contraband  goods  will  be  lawful  prize  to 
rtors  *  but.  the  refidue  of  their  .cargo  and  the  veflels  them- 
re  to  be  difcharged. 

if  there  were  any  doubt  on  this  ^point  under  the  law  of 
,  there  can  be  none  in  relation  to  France  and  the  United 

becaufe  this  matter  is  fpecially  regulated  by  their  treaty  of 
rce.  This  treaty,  fo  far  from  reft  raining  the  trade  of  either 
emaining  neutral,  while  the  other  is  engaged  in  war,  pro* 
filiations  agreeably  to  which  itjhould  be  conduced. 

12th  and  13th  articles  authorize  cither  party  that  is  at  war, 
the  neutral  merchant  veflels  of  the  other  deftined  to  the 
fan  enemy,  -upon  j.uft  grounds  of  fulpicion  concerning  the 
or  the  lading.  If,  on  examining  the  (hip's  papers,  it 
;  there  are  any  contraband  goods  on  board,  "  configned  for 
under  the  obedience  of  his  enemies,,,  (he  may  be  carried 
rt,  and  the  contraband  articles  may,  by  regular  proceedings 
tdmiralty,  be  confifcated :  "  faving  always  as  well  the  (hip 
\  any  other  gpods  found  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are 
teerried  free :  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of 
;ing  as  it  were  Jnfefted  by  the  prohibited  goods,  much  lef$ 
ty  be  confifcated  as  lawful  prize." — It  further  provides,  that 
after  of  the  neutral  (hip  (hall  be  willing  to  deliver  the  contra- 
K)ds  to  the  captor,  and  the  latter  receives  them,  then  is  the 
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neutral  (hip  to  be;}forthwith  difcharged,  and  allowed  freely  t\ 
profecute  her   voyage.     The   23d   article   goes   further— if  th 
neutral  (hip  fhall  have  on  board  the  enemies  of  the  other,  "  the 
are  not  to  be  taken  out,  unlefs  they  arefoldiers  in  aRualfervice" 

Thefe  articles  are  fo  explicit,  it  may  feem  ftrange  that  a  doul 
fhould  arife  concerning  them  ;  I  prefume  no  doubt  did  arife :  k 
Mr.  Adet,  overlookipg  thefe  provifions  of  the  treaty,  demande=-^d 
that  the  government  (hould  flop  the  exportation  of  horfes  by  tl  J-  ic 
Britifh,  upon  the  principle  that  it  was  a  neutral  duty  required  1-  >y 
the  law  of  nations.  An  anfwer  was  given  to  his  demands,  ^e-nn 
which  the  regulations  of  pur  treaty  with  France  were  particular  -\y 
brought  into  view,  as  well  as  the  rules  of  the  law  of  natjons.  M  ^3ir. 
Adet,  however,  after  fome  time,  renewed  his  claims ;  but  aga    —ain 

kept  the  treaty  out  of  fight.     An  anfwer  was  given  to  thefe  r re. 

newed  claims ;  and  we  heard  no  more  of  the  fubjeft  until  t^~  he 
French  privateers  in  the  Weft  Indies  began  to  capture  Amerk=-   aq 
veffels  which  had  horfes  on  board.     You  will  find  among  thedoc=ru. 
ments  on  this  fubjedt  the  copy  of  a  decree  of  the*  citizens  Vic^^or 
Hugues  and  Lebas,  the  fpecial  agents  of  the  Executive  Direflcrr>ry 
in  the  Windward  Iflands,  condemning  an  American  yeffil  and  ^ncr 
entire  cargo,  for  having  a  fmall  number  of  horfes  on  board —  ^xiot 
bound  to  their  enemy's,  but  to  a  neutral  port.     And  the  fpecr/a/ 
agents  ground  their  decree  on  the  advice  they  received  from  Mr.  Jtrfet, 
under  the  date  of  14th  Meflidor,  being  July  2d,    1396.     TAjf 
vefTel  and  cargo  were  thus  copdemned  without  the  fight  of  a  fiiig/e 
paper  belonging  to  her :    the  matter  had  them  jn  his  pocket,  and 
would  have  brought  them  home,  but  for  the  recollection  of  the 
interpreter,  fome  hours  after  the  fentence  of  condemnation  had 
been   pafled.     Thefe  citizens  exercife  indeed  a  very  brief  autho- 
rity.   The  procefs  in  the  cafe  of  a  fecond  American  veflel,  which  ^ 
to  complete  her  lading,  had  taken,  on  board  nineteen  horfes,  bul 
which  was  alfo  bound  to  a  neutral  port,  was  in  this  form :   Th^-^ 
captain  having  come  before  one  of  the  agents,  he  without  ar       " 
previous  examination  or  hearing,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  captaii 
pronounced  fentence  in  thefe  words — "  I  have  confifcated  yoi 
▼effel  and  cargo" — clofing  the  fentence  with  opprobrious  languaj 

Mr.  Adet,  on  the  18th  of  May  laft,  revived  his  predeceffoi 
claim  of  right,  by  treaty,  to  fell  their  prizes  in  our  ports*     Thr""     x}\ 
occafioncd  the  correfpondence  on   this  fubjeel,  which   you  w 
find  among  the  documents  collected  on  this  occafion.     He  co 
tents  himjelf,  however,  with  confidering  it  as  a  right  grant* 
not  pofitively,  but  by  implication.     That  is,  becaufe  the  tre: 
forbids  the  enemies  of  France  to  fell  their  prizes  in  our  ports— the 
fore  it  grants  to  her  a  right  of  felling  her  prizes  :    as  if  my  frier 
denial  of  a  favour  to  my  enemy,  was  in  la&  a  grant  of  the  fa 
favour  to  me.     The  fimple  ftatement  of  the  ground  of  the  clai 
would  feem  fufficient  to  fhow  that  the  treaty  will  not  fupportr 
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That:  tlie  Tales  of  French  prizes  have  been  at  all  permitted,  has 
.been  o*wing  to  the  indulgence  of  the  government.     This  indulgence 
-was   continued  until  it  interfered  with  anew  pofitive  obligation: 
an  obligation  precifely  the  fame  as  France  herfelf  contraded  eight 
years  Jubhquent  to  her  treaty  with  us,  and  with  the  fame  power. 
This  Obligation  is  found  in  the  24th  article  of  our  treaty,  and  the 
i6tH  of  thp  French  treaty,  with  Great  Britain.     Thus  France  and 
the  United  States  alike  engaged  to  permit  no  enemy  of  Great 
Britain  to  arm  privateers  in  their  ports,  or  to  fell  their  prizes  there> 
pr  in  any  manner  to  exchange  them,     Confequently,  had  France 
jemained  at  peace,  and  we  engaged  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
our     privateers   would  not  be  permitted  to  fell  their  •  prizes  in 
French  ports.    And  by  the  maritime  law  of  France*,  prizes, 
except  they  are  taken  from  her  enemies,  can  (lay  in  her  ports  no 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  unlefs  compelled  by  tempeft  to  re- 
main longer;  ^nd  the  fales  of  fuch  prizes  are  forbidden  under 
fevere  penalties.     But  notwithftanding  the  certainty  of  our  right 
to  forbid  the  fales  of  prizes  in  our  ports,  and  notwithftanding  the 
cxprefs  legal  cpmmand  of  the  chief  juftice  of  the  United  States, 
holding  a  circuit  court  in  South  Carolina,  in  May  laft,  prohibit- 
JnS    the  fale  of  a  particular  prize  (the  Britifh  (hip  Amity)  at 
Charlcfton,  the  French  agents  fold  the  prize  vejfel ;  and  the  fale 
rec^ived  the  formal  fan<SUon  of  the  French  conful.     Yet  even  this 
?tra.ir  has  been  made  a  fubjed  of  complaint  by  Mr.  Adet,  becaufe 
?ne     colle&or  of  that  port  refufed  a  clearance  to  the  prize  veflel, 
thus  fold  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States ;  and 
Pf ^saufe  he  alfo  delayed,  until,  in  a  new  cafe,  he  fhould  get  ad* 
?lc^»    to  permit  the  exportation  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  (hip, 
l^^ich,  on  a  furvey,  had  been  reported  to  be  irreparable. 

Indeed,  the  French  mtnifter  has  difcovered  an  aptitude  to  com- 

P^in.     I  may  cite  as  inftances  his  letters  of  the  9th  of  January 

^J**^     3d  pf  March,  1796:    the  former,  becaufe  the  colours  of 

▼  r^nce,  which  he  had  prefented  to  the  United  States,  were  not 

PCr*Hanently  fixed  and  difplayed  before  Congrefs :  the  latter,  be- 

^^fe  fome  printers  of  almanacks  or  other  periodical  publications 

in  the  United  States,  in  arranging  the  names  of  foreign  minifters 

u!?^  agents  refident  amongft  us,  had  placed  thofe  of  Great  Britain 

^fore  thofe  of  France  and  Spain.     Mr.  Adet  defired  my  declara- 

V0ri    in  writing^  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no 

SPtiCern  in  printing  the  works  in  which  the  agents  of  the  French 

republic  were  registered  after  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the 

Wc*J*k$  themfelves  might  be  fupprefled.     I  gave  him  an  anfwer  in 

^^tting,  with  my  confent  to  his  publifliing  it  in  the  newfpapers, 

agreeably  to  his  requeft.     The  anfwer  ftates,  that  in  matters  of 


m^ymim 
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this  kind,  the  government  did  not,  and  could  not  interfere*  Wit' 
regard  to  the  colours,  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  what  concerns-oti  X* 
foreign  relations,  the  Prefident  being  the  fole  reprefentative  of  th.^^ 
people  of  the  United  States,  they  were  properly  prefented  to  him.  -» 
He  received  them  with  all  podible  refpeft,  and  direded  ttoem  t 
be  depofited  with  our  national  archives,  that  both  might  be  p«^ 
fervcd  with  equal  care. 

It  remains  to  notice  a  fummary  of  complaints  exhibited  by 
De  la  Croix,    the   French  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to  M 
Monroe,  our  minifter  at  Paris,  under  the  date  of  March  9th,  1 
10  which  the  latter  returned  an  anfwer,  under  the  date  of  Marc 
15th.     Thefe  were  inclofed  in  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  the  2d 
May,  and  received  at  the  department  of  ftate  on  the  19th  of  Jul 
Copies  of  both  papers,  and  an  extraft  of  fo  much  of  his  letter  a.  an 
relates  to  this  fubjed,  are  among  the  documents  now  coltefted. 

Frift  complaint. — The  inexecution  of  treaties,  ift.  The  court:  m 
of  juftice  have  taken,  and  ft  ill  take  cognizance  of  prizes  brougVit 
by  French  privateers  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Second,  Englifti  (hips  of  war  have  been  admitted  into  thofo 
ports,  even  in  cafes  prohibited  by  the  17th  article  of  the  treaty  £ 
that  is,  when  they  have  made  prizes  on  the  French  republic  or  it^ 
citizens  ;  and  havealfo  conduced  thither  their  prizes* 

Third,  The  confular  convention  has  in  two  points  becoirie 
illufory.  ift,  For  want  of  giving  to  the  confuls  the  means  of 
having  their  decifions  executed  in  all  difputes  betweeji  French- 
men, of  which  the  confials  have  the  exclufive  cognizance :  2d,  Be- 
caufe  the  judges  charged  with  tffuing  warrants  for  apprehending 
French  mariners  who  defert,  require  the  original  roll  of  the  crevr 
to  be  firft  produced.  4th,  The  arreft  of  the  corvette  Le  CafliW 
and  her  captain. 

Second  complaint. — The  impunity  of  the  outrage  committed  on 
the  republic  in  the  perfon  of  its  minifter,  the  citizen  Fauchet,  by 
the  Englilh  ihip  Africa,  in  concert  with  the  vice-conful  of  tha* 
nation,  within  the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

Third  complaint. — The  treaty  concluded  in  November,  179-4* 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Excepting  the  fecond  complaint,  relative  to  the  attempt  of  tn« 
Englifh  thip  Africa  to  feize  Mr.  Fauchet  and  his  papers,  and  th« 
third  article  under  the  firft  complaint,  relative  to  the  confular  con- 
vention,  all  the  eharges  in  this  fummary  have  been  already  exa* 
mined,  and,  we  think,  proved  to  be  unfounded. 

As  to  the  confular  convention,  many  inconveniencies  would 
attend  the  giving  to  the  confuls  a  jurifdidtion  to  the  extent  con? 
tended  for  on  the  part  of  the  French  republic,  to  be  exercifed  by 
French  confuls  in  the  United  States,  and  confequeritly  by  Arr\efl~ 
can  confuls  in  France.  The  inconveniencies  are  manifeftly  *° 
reat,  as  to  require  very  explicit  language  in  the  convention  °* 

tl*c 
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the  two  nations  on  this  fubjefl,  to  authorize  the  conclufion,  that. 
jfiich  an  enlarged  jurifdi&ion  was  intended.  It  would  be  to  ere£t  in 
foreign  countries  complete  courts  of  juftice*  with  effectual  procefs 
to  compel  the  appearance  of  parties  and  witnefles,  and  to  execute 
their  decifions.     And  as  the  tranfa&ions  in  commerce  and  navi- 
gation could  not  in  the  nature  of  things  be  confined;  to  the  fo- 
reigners alone,  the  citizens  of  the  country  mult  often  be  neceflary 
witnefles  to  thofe  tranfadtions,  and  of  courfe  rendered  amenable  to 
this  foreign  jurifdidt  ion  in  their  own  country:  whereas  the  jurifdic- 
tioi\  demanded  is  only  of  French  confuls  over  French  citizens  in 
the  United  States ;  and  reciprocally  of  American  confuls  over  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  France.     From  thefe  confidera- . 
tions  a  prefumption  would  arife,  that  the  jurifdi&ion  contem- 
plated if*  the  confular  convention  was  to  be  merely  voluntary,  but 
at  the  fame  time  exclufive  of  the  courts  of  the  country.     An  examin- 
ation of  the  convention,  we  believe,  will  fupport  this  and.  no 
other  conftrudtion.     The  12th  article  provides,  that  all  differences 
and  fuits  between  Frenchmen  and  the  United  States,  and  between 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  France,  and  particularly  all  dif- 
putes  between  feamen  and  their  captains,  and  between  captains  of 
different  veflels  of    their  nation,    (hall   be    determined  by  the 
'efpedive  confulsr  either  by  a  reference  to  arbitrators,  or  by  a 
fummary  judgment,  and  without  cojis.     "  No  officer  of  the  coun- 
ty*  civil  or  military,  (hall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part 
^hatever  in  the  matter." — This  laft  claufe  alone  would  feem  fuf* 
"cient  to  repel  the  claim  we  are  considering.     Sheriffs,  marfhalst 
^d  their  deputies,  cannot  aid  in  the  execution  of  confular  deci- 
flons,  becaufe  they  are  "  officers  of  the  country,"  exprefsly  for- 
bidden to  "  take  any  part  in  the  matter."    But  was  it  meant  that 
■™£  Jaws  fhould  give  confuls  the  power  to  appoint  fuch  executive 
oncers  of  their  own  nation  ?  We  find  no  fuch  thing  in  the  conven- 
v°n-     On  the  contrary,  in  the  cafe  of  deferters  from  veffels,  men- 
tioxxexi  in  the  9th  articLe,  whom  the  confuls  are  authorized  to  caufe 
*?  *H*  arretted,  they  are  exprefsly. directed  to  apply  in  writing  to 
"Xe     c<  courts,   judges,   and    officers,    competent"   to  make  the 
^'efts  ;  meaning  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  country 
w**ere  the  confuls  refide.     Befides,  if  power  could  be  given  to 
c°nfuls  to  appoint  officers  to  execute  their  decifions,  thefe  officers 
muft  of  courfe  have  their  fees  of  compenfation,  to  be  paid  by  one 
or  °ther  of  the  parties;  but  the  12th  ankle  declares,  that  the 
c,?n*ular  judgments  (hall  be  "  without  coils." — To  thefe  obferva- 
!*?**$  I  fubjoin  the  deliberate  opinions  of  two  refpe&able  lawyers* 
Wr-  Harrifon,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Bradford,  the  late  attor- 
^y    general  of  the  United  States. 

*c  I  have  confidered  the  12th  article  of  the  convention  be- 
*?*^e»i  his  late  molt  Chriftian  Majefty  and  the  United  States  of 
^***erica,  and  alfo  the  a&  of  Congrefs  concerning  confuls  ar  * 
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"Iricc-confuls,  as  far  as  it'  prefcribeS  the  duty  of  marfhals  of  tKtf 
United  States ;  and  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  marfhals  are  ncrt 
bound  by  law  to  execute  any  fentence  of  a  French  confiil,  arifin"; 
under  the  faid  article, 

"Richard  Harrison, 
"  Attorney  United  States,  for  the.  New  York  diftrifl-** 
New  York,  6th  March,  1794. 

"  I  have  confidered  the  convention  and  a£t  above  referred  to^- 
and  I  perfedly  coincide  in  the  opinion  given  by  the  attorney  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  diftriS  of  New  York; 
Philadelphia,  14th  March,  1794.  "  Wm.  Bradford." 

The  other  complaint  under  this  head  is,  that  the  judges,  who/ 
are  charged  (by  ah  a&  of  Congrefs)  to  Iflue  warrants  of  aneft 
againft  deferters  from  French  veflels,  have  Required  the  mgitut 
ihip's  roll,  to  prove  that  the  men  alleged  to  have  deferted  were  a 
part  of  the  crew  ;  in  contempt  of  the  5th  article,  which  admits,  iff 
the  tribunals  of  both  countries,  copies  certified  by  the  confol. 

If  we  look  at  the  9th  article  of  the  confular  treaty,  we  ihall  fee 
that  the  confuls  who  demand  the  arrefts  of  deferters  from  veflels  of 
their  nation,  muft  prove  "  by  an  exhibition  of  the  registers  of 
the  veflels  or  Ihrp's  roll,  that  thofe  men  were  a  part  of  the  crew." 
It  is  apparent  that  the  original  roll,  and  not  a  copy,  is  here!  referred 
to  ;  nor  indeed  is  the  contrary  pretended  :  but  it  is  faid,  that  the  5tH 
article  admits  certified  confular  copies  as  evidence  in  the  courts  of 
both  nations.  But  the  5th  article  appears  to  have  no  relation  to  the 
fubjeft  of  the  9th.     It  fttpulates,  that  «  the  confuls  refpeflivrfy 
lhall  have  the  exclufive  right  of  receiving  in  their  chancery,  or  oir 
board  of  veflels,  the  declarations  and  all  other  a&s  which  the 
captains,  matters,  crews,  paflengers,  and  merchants  of  their  na- 
tion may  choofe  to  make  there,  even  their  teftaments  and  thei* 
difpofals  by  laft  will :  and  the  copies  of  the  faid  atls,  duly  authen~ 
ticated  by  the  faid  confuls,  under  the  feal  of  their  confulate,  (halt 
receive  faith  in   law,   equally  as  their  originals  would."    The 
Ihip's  roll  (or  {hipping  paper)  of  a  veflel's  crew  is  not  an  aft  to  be 
done  before  the  conful,  but  the  evidence  of  a  private  agreement 
between  the  captain  of  a  veflel  and  his  crew ;  and  when  he  allege^ 
that  any  of  them  have  deferted,  the  9th  article  requires  this  original 
evidence  of  the  faft  to  be  produced  to  the  jndge,  as  the  ground*)** 
which  he  (hall  iflue  his  warrant  to  arreft  them.     And  this  is  the* 
conftru&ion  put  on  this  article  by  the  judges ;  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  without  any  diverfity  of  opinion.     The  difference  allege^, 
by  Mr.  F  aucheti  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  * 
have  inquired  into;  and  find  he  was  under  a  mi  (lake.     And  th^ 
miftake  arofe  probably  from  this  circumftance,  that  when,  itotO- 
the  information  of  the  conful,  there  was  danger  that  the  deferte* 
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i  wholly  efcape,  unlefs  inftantly  apprehended,  the  judge  has  . 
i   his  warrant  to   arreft  and  bring  before  him  the  alleged 
rer;  hut  when  brought,  that  judge  has  not  committed  the 

or  delivered  him  to  the  conful,  unlefs  the  original  roll  was 
iced  to  prove  him  one  of  the. (hip's. crew. 

to  the  outrage  agaihft  Mr.  Fauchet  by  the  Africa  man  of 
in  attempting  to  feize  him  and  his  papers  within  the  jurif- 
>n  of  the  United  States,  and  Captain  Home's  infult  on  their 
►rity,  I  do  not  know  what  meafures  more  efficacious  could 
been  taken  by  the  executive  than  thofe  which  were  adopted, 
•tain  fatisfa&ion.  After  waiting  a- reafonable  time  for  ex- 
rtions  on  the  part  of  Captain  Home,  and  of  Mr*  Moore,  the 
iftl  vice-conful,  and  receiving  none,  the  Prefident  revoked 
xequaiur  of  the  vice-conful,  and  defired  the  governor  of 
ie.  Iflarid,  where  the  Africa  had  been  lying,  to  commu- 
e  to  Captain  l^ome  the  demand  of  the  Prefident— |hat  he 
d  immediately  remove  from  a  ftatioh  within  the  jurlldi&ioii 
te  United  States  where  he  had  violated  their  rights ;  and  furi 
to  make  known  to  him,  that  in  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
fition-fhould  be  communicated  to  him,  all  intercourfe  between 
Ltizens  of  the  United  States  and  his  (hip  would  be  forbidden. 

very  true  that  the  exequatur  of  the  Britifh  vice-conful  was 
Irawn  exprefsly  for  his  knowingly  tranfmitting  to  the  govcr- 
►f  Rhode  I  (land  a  mod  infulting  letter  from  Captain  Home  ; 
ife,  although  he  was  on  board  the  Africa  when  the  attempt 
rtade  againft  Mr.  Fauchet,  the  Prefident  had  no  evidence  of 
^-operation.     The  minifter  of  the  United  States  in  London 
dire&ed  -to.  reprefent  to  that  court  the  conduft  of  Captain 
ty  and  to  demand  his  exemplary  puniftiment.     It  was  not  to  * 
petted  that  he  would  be  judged  unheard  ;  and  confequently 
t  delay  rhuft  have  enfued.     From  her  ftation.on  the  coaft  of 
h  America,  the  Africa  went  to  the  Weft  Indies.     Seeing, 
lime  (Ince,  by  an  article  in  the  newfpapers,  that  the  Africa \ 
returning  to   England,    our   minifter   in   London  was  re-  . 
ed  of  this  affair,  that  the  demand  of  fatisfa&ion  might  be  re-? 
d. 

though  the  fubjecT:  of  M.  De  la  Croix's  third  and  laft  com-  .- 
t  (the  Britifh  treaty)  has  been  already  difcufled,  allow  me  . 
to  make  a  few  remarks.  He  fays,  "  It  will  be  e^y  to  prove  . 
he  United  States,  in  this  treaty,  have  knowingly  and  evi- 
f  facrificed  their  connexions  with  the  republic,  and  the  - 
eflential  and  leaft  contefted  prerogatives  of  neutrality." —  . 
reverje  of  what  the  minister  confers  fo  ea/y  to. prove,  we 

has  been  demonftrated..  Our  legally  binding  connexions 
France  wei  ^lways:confidered ,^s  being  formed  by  our  treaties: 
*e  fay  with  confidence  that  we  have  foot r  "  knowingly" 
>l.  VI.        [.'...'  X  x     ,  ->,.     .  .violated 
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violated  -thcfc  in  a  Tingle  article.  If  individuals  have  at  any  tins, 
infringed  them,  the  government  has  been  fmcere  and  diligent  i 
its  endeavours  to  redrefs  the  wrong.  If  the  ties  of  affe&ion, 
warm,  enthufiaftic  friendlhip,  have  been  weakened,  the  caufe  5a 
to  be  fought  for  not  in  the  a£ts  of  the  American  government  ; 
which  have  been  conftantly  direfted  to  the  preservation  of  ovi* 

{>eace  with  all  nations.     Thefe  ties  did  not  depend  on  treaties, 
t  was  our  friendlhip  to  France,  contra&ed  during  our  revolution^ 
and  our  partiality  for  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  felf-gpvernmenr^ 
for  which  (lie  engaged  in  her  own,  that  made  us  endure  numerous 
injuries,  almoft  without  complaining.     We  were  not  willing te> 
afcribe  to  the  republic  the  outrages  of  her  minifters  againft  the? 
laws,  the  Sovereignty,  and  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  oar 
the  exceptionable   flyle  of  their  communications.     Even  whea^ 
for  fuch  flagrant  aggreflions,  often  repeated,  we  defired  the  rccaLi 
of  one  of  her  minifters,  it  was  done  in  the  mod  foothing  laa.— 

Suage ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  left  the  interefts  of  the  republic? 
lould  fuffer,  he  was  permitted  to  exercife  his  fun&ions  in  all 
cafes  in  which  thofe  interefts  could  be  affe&ed.  When  his  fuc- 
ceflfor  arrived,  he  officially  requefted  that  the  offending  minifte*" 
might  be  apprehended,  that  he  might  be  fent  to  France.    But  the 

Government,  fatisfied  by  his  removal,  declined  the  meafure. 
ome  irritations  were  experienced  from  that  fucceflbr.  What 
fenfations  have  been  produced  by  Mr.  Adet's  notes,  yonr  own 
feelings,  on  the  perufal,  will  enable  you  to  judge.  If  he  intended 
to  excite  the  general  indignation  of  our  citizens,  he  is  not  difap- 
pointed:  but  it  is  prefumed  this  was  not  the  objeft.  After  an 
exhibition  of  complaints,  in  a  ftyle  fo  exceptionable,  he  could  add 
but  one  more  improper  aft,  that  of  publifhing  his  notes  in 
the  newfpapers.  He  had  fcarcely  tranfmitted  them  to  the 
executive,  before  he  forwarded  them  to  the  printer  for  publi- 
cation. 

From  the  foregoing  ftatement  we  truft  it  will  appear,  that  there 
has  been  no  attempt  in  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
violate  our  treaty,  or  weaken  our  engagements  with  France: 
that  whatever  reiillance  it  has  oppofed  to  the  meafures  of  her 
agents,  the  maintenance  of  the  laws,  and  fovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  neutral  obligations,  have  rendered  indif- 
penfable  :  that  it  has  never  acquiefced  in  any  afts  violating  our 
rights,  or  interfering  with  the  advantages  ftipulated  to  France; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  oppofed  them  by  all  the  means  in  its 
power:  that  it  has  withheld  no  fuccours  from  France  that  were 
compatible  with  the  duties  of  neutrality  to  grant :  that,  as  well 
by  their  independent  political  rights,  as  by  the  exprefs  provifions 
of  the  commercial  treaty  with  France,  the  United  States  were  at 
full  liberty  to  enter  into  commercial  treaties  with  any  other  nation, 
and  consequently  with  Great  Britain ;  that  no  fads,  manifest- 
ing 
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in J5 a  partiality  to  that  country,  have  been,  and  I  add,  that  none 
fuch  can  be  produced. 

On  the  propriety  and  juftnefs  of  thefe  conclufions  you  will  en- 
deavour to  fatisfy  the  French  government ;  and  conlcious  of  the 
rectitude  of  our  own  proceedings,    during  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  prcfent  war,  we  cannot  but  entertain  the  mod  fanguine  ex* 
pc&ations  that  they  will  be  fatisfied.     We  even  hope  that  this 
Has  been  already  accompli  (hed,  and  that  you  will  be  faved  from 
the  pain  of  renewing  a  difcuffion   which  the  government  has 
entered  upon  with  regret.     Your  million  and  inftruclions  prove 
its  folicitude  to  have  prevented  this  neceffity,  and  the  fincerity  of 
its  prefent  hopes,  that  your  endeavours,  agreeably  to  thofe  in- 
flrudions,  "  To  remove  jealoufies  and  obviate  complaints,  by 
Chewing  that  they  are  groundlefs — to  reftore  confidence  fo  unfor- 
tunately and  injurioufly  impaired — to  explain  the  relative  inte- 
Ttfts  of  both  countries,  and  the  real  fentiments  of  your  own," 
have  been  attended  with  fucqefs.     And  as  a  confeauence  thereof, 
we  rely  on  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  and  orders  which  expofe  our 
commerce  to  indefinite  injuries,  which  militate  with  the  obliga- 
tions of  treaties,  and  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeft, 
Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Timothy  Pickering. 

Carefully  collated  with  the  original  in  the  office  of  the 
department  of  (late. 

Geo.  Taylor,  jun.  Chief  Clerk. 


"P***h  tftbi Prtfidenty  Adams,  totheCongrefs,  Tuefday,  May  16, 1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen 
^.        of  the  Houfe  of  Representatives, 

J^liE  perfonal  inconveniencies  to  the  members  of  the  Senate 
•  •         and  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  leaving  their  fami- 
l^*»  and  private  affairs,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  are  fo  obvious, 
5***  I  the  more  regret  the  extraordinary  occafion  which  had  ren- 
ted the  convention  of  Congrefs  indifpen fable. 
,,  Xt  would  have  afforded  me  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  to  have  been 
~*^  to  congratulate  you  on  a  reftoration  of  pea^e  to  the  nations 
*    Europe,  whofe  animofities  have  endangered  our  tranquillity; 
****t  we  have  ftill  abundant  caufe  of  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Dif- 
TP^tifer  of  national  blefSngs,  for  general  health  and  promifing 
.  *$afons ;  fpr  domeftic  and  foci  a  I  happinefs  \  for  the  rapid  progrefs 
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and  ample  acquifitions  of  induftry,  through  extenfive  territories  \ 
for  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty.    While  other  dates  are 
defolated  with  foreign  war,  orconvulfcd  with  inteftine  divifions, 
the  United  States  prefent  the  pleafing  profpedt  of  a  nation^  go- 
verned'by  Wld  and  equal  laws ;  generally  latisfied  with  the  pof- 
feflion  of  their  rights ;  neither  envying  the  advantages,  nor  fearr 
ing  the  power  pf  other  nations;  folicitous  only  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  order  and  juftice,  and  the   prefervation  of  liberty ;  in- 
creafing  daily  in  the  attachment  to  a  fyftem  of  government,  ii 
proportion  to  their  experience  qf  its  utility  ;  yielding  a  ready  an 
general  obedience  to  laws  flowing  from  the  reafon,  and  reftingo 
the  only  folid  foundation,  the  affe&ion  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  fliall  be  obliged  to  turn  yot^v 
thoughts  to  other  circumftances,  which  admonilh  us  that  fome 
thefe  felicities  may  not  be  lading ;  but  if  the  tide  of  our  profpeti  ty 
is  full,  and  a  reflux  commencing,  a  vigilant  circumfpeclion  £>e-- 
comes  us,  that  we  may  meet  our  reverfes  with  foititude,  an<3 
extricate  ourfelves  from  their  confequences,  with>all  the  fkill  we 
poflefs,  and  all  the  efforts  in  our  power. 

In  giving  to  Congrefs  information  of  the  ftaffe  of  the  union, 
and  recommending  to  their  confideration  fuch  meafures  as  appear 
to  me  to"be  expedient  or  neceffary,  according  to  my  conftitution  st\ 
duty,  the  caufes  and  the  objects  of  the  prefent  extraordinary  So  C- 
fion  will  be  explained.  '        .      "■  . 

After  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  received  information"""^* 
that  the  French  government  had  exprelTed  fcrious  difeqntents 
'  fome  proceedings  of  the  government  of  thefe  States,  faid  to  affe- 
the  interefts  of  France,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  fend  to  th  * 
country  a  new  minifter,  fully  inftructed  to  enter  on  fuch  arnica!* 
difcuflions,  and  to  give  fuch  candid  explanations,  as  might  ha] 
pily  remove  the  difcontents  and  fufpicions  of  the  French  goven 
ment,  and  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  United  States.     For  tl 
purpofe  he  felefted  from  among  his  fellow-citizens  a  charafte 
whofc  integrity,    talents,    experience,    and  fcrvices,    had  plac— 
him  in  the  rank  of  the  moft  e  (teemed  and  refpedled  in  the  nati< 
The  direct  object  of  his  million  was  exprefled  in  his  letter  of  ci 
dence  to  the  French  republic,  being  "  to  maintain  that  good 
derftanding,  which  from  the  commencement  of  the  alliance 
fubfifted  between   the  two  nations;  and  to  efface  unfavoural 
jmprefliona;  banifli  fufpicions,  and  reflore  that  cordiality,  wh 
was  at  ence  the  evidence  and  pledge  of  a  friendly  union."     f1 
his  infer  unions  were  to  the  fame  effedl:,  "  faithfully  to  reprei.     ^f 
the  difpofition  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  Sta  "tefc 
their  difpofition  being  one,    to  remove  jealoufies,    and  obv  iafe 
complaints,  by  fhowing  that  they  were  groundlefs  ;  to  reflore  thrt 
mutual  confidence  which  had  been  fo  unfortuuatelyandinjuriot-itfy 

inij 
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Fm paired  ;  and  to  explain  the  relative  interefts  of  both  countries, 
and  the  re^l  fentiments  of  his  own." 

A  minifter  thus  fpccially  commiflioned,  it  was  expected;  would 
have  proved  the  initrument  of  rcftoring  mutual  confidence  between 
the  two  republics :  the  firft  ftep  of  the  French  government  cor- 
refponded  with  that  expectation ;  a  few  days  before  his  arrival  at 
Paris,    the  French    minifter  of   foreign    relations  informed  the 
American  minifter,  then  relident  at  Paris,  of  the  formalities  to 
be  obferved  by  himfelf  in  taking  leave,  and  by  his  fucceflbr,  pre- 
paratory to  his  reception.     Thefe  formalities  they  obferved;  and 
Pn  the  ninth  of  December  prefented  officially  to  the  minifter  of 
foreign  relations,  the  one  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  -recall,  the  other " 
a„copy  of  his  letters  of  credence.     Thefe   were  laid    before  the 
Executive   Directory ;    two    days   afterwards,    the   minifter    of 
foreign  relations  informed  the  recalled  American  minifter,  that 
Mle  Executive  Diiectory  had  determined   not  to  receive  another 
Minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  until  after  the: 
^drefs  of  grievances  demanded  of  the  American  government,  and 
^hich  the  French  republic  had  a  right  to  expedt  from  it.     The 
Ariierican  minifter  immediately  endeavoured  to  afcertain  whether, 
by  refilling  to  receive  him,  it  was  intended  that  he  fhould  retire 
from  the  territories  of  the   French  republic ;  and  verbal  anfwers 
J*ere  given,  that  fuch  wa6  the  intention  of  the  Directory.     For 
** is  own  justification  he  defi red  a  written  anfwer  ;  but  obtained 
Jfcone  until  towards  the  laft  of  January ;  when,  receiving  notice  in 
"Writing  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic,  he  proceeded  to 
Amfterdam,  where  he  propofed  to  wait  for  inftrudlions  from  this 
government.     During  his  rciidence  at  Paris  cards  of  hofpitality 
Vrere  refufed  him,  and  he  was  threatened  with  being  fubjected  to 
Ithe  jurisdiction   of  the   minifter  of  police — but   with  becoming 
firmnefs  he  infifted  on  the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations,  due 
to  him  as  the  known  minifter  of  a  foreign  power.     You  will  de- 
rive further  information  from  his  difpatches,  which  will  be  laid 
before  you. 

As  it  is  often  neceflary  that  nations  fhould  treat,  for  the  mu- 
tual advantage  of  their  affairs,  and  efpecially  to  accommodate  and 
terminate  differences,  and  as  they  can  treat  only  by  minifters,  the 
-right  of  embafly  is  well  known,  and  eftabliihed  by  the  law  and 
"  ufage  of  nations:  the  refufal  on  the  part  of  France  to  receive  and 
hear  our  minifter,  is  then  the  denial  of  a  right ;  but  the  refufal 
to  receive  him,  until  we  have  acceded  to  their  demands,  without 
difcuflion,  *and  without  inveftigation,  is  to  treat  us  neither  as 
allies,  nor  as  friends,  nor  as  a  fovereign  ftate. 

With  this  conduct  of  the  French  government,  it  will  be  proper 
to  take  info  view  the  public  audience  given  to  the  late  minifter  of 
the  United  States,  on  his  taking  leave  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
7"he  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  difclofes  fentiments  more  alarming 
*  than 
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than  the  refufal  of  a  minifter,  becaufe  more  dangerous  to  our  fat 
dependence  and  union  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ftudioufly  market 
■with  indignities  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States ^ 
It  evinces  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  people  of  the  United  Stat^^ 
from  the  government ;  to  perfuade  them  that  they  have  differet*^. 
affe&ions,  principles,  and  interefts,  from  thofe  of  their  fel!ovv\^. 
citizens,  whom  they  themfelves  have  chofen  to  manage  their  cory^ 
inon  concerns,  and  thus  to  produce  diviflons  fatal  to  our  peace_ 
Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled,  with  a  decifion  which  (hall  cou^. 
vince  France,  and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded  peopfe_ 
humiliated  under  a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear,  and  fenfe  of  inferiority, 
fitted  to  be  the  miferable  inftruments  of  foreign  influence,  aocl 
regardlefs  of  national  honour,  character,  and  intereft. 

I  (hould  have  been  happy  to  have  thrown  a  veil  over  thefe  trans- 
actions, if  it  had  been  poffible  to  conceal  them ;  but  they  have 
parted  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world  in  the  face  of  all  Europe 
and  America,    and   with  fucR   circumftances  of   publicity  and- 
folemnity,  that  they  cannot  be  difguifed,  and  will  not  foon  be 
forgotten  :  they  have  in  Aided  a  wound  in  the  American  breaftr* 
It  is  my  fincere  defire,  however,  that  it  may  be  healed*     It  is  my 
fincere  defire,  and  in  this  I  prefume  I  concur  with  you,  and  win 
our  conftituents,  to  preferve  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations  z 
and  believing  that  nekher  the  honour  nor  the  intereft  of  tho 
United  States,  abfolutely  forbid  the  repetition  of  advances  fojT 
fecuring  thefe  defirable  obje&s  with  France,  I  (hall  inftitute» 
frelh  attempt  at  negotiation ;  and  (hall  not  fail  to  promote  and 
accelerate   an   accommodation,    on  terms  compatible  with  th 
rights,  duties,  interefts,  and  honour  of  the  nation.     If  we  hav 
committed  errors,  and  thefe  can  be  demonftrated,  we  fliall 
willing  to  correal  them ;  if  we  have  done  injuries,  we  (hall  b 
willing  on  conviction  to  redrefs  them;  and  equal  meafures  o 
juftice  we  have  a  right  to  expe£t  from   France,  and  every  other 
nation.     The  diplomatic  intercourfe  between  the  United  State? 
and  France,  being  at  prefent  fufpended,  the  government  has  n 
means  of  obtaining  official  information  from  that  country  ;  never'-*" 
thelefs  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Executive  DireSor     ~ 
pafTed  a  decree  on  the  2d  of  March  laft,  contravening  in  part  th 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  1778,  injurious  to  our  lawfca 
commerce,  and  endangering  the  lives  of  our  citizens.     A  copy  (^ 
this  decree  will  be  laid  before  you. 

While  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjuft  all  our  differences  wit 
France  by  amicable   negotiation,    the   progrefs  of   the   war  i 
Europe,  the  depredations  on  our  commerce,  the  perfonal  injuria 
to  our  citizens,  and  the  general  complexion  of  affairs,  render  5 
my  indifpen fable  duty  to  recommend  to»your  confideration  effeftu 
meafures  of  defence. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  become  an  intereftii 

obje 


(    3+3    ) 

:>Vje£t  of  attention,  whether  we  cenfider  it  in  relation  to  the 
wealth  and  finances,  or  the  ftrength  and  refources  of  the  nation. 
With  a  fea-coaft  of  near  two  thoufand  miles  in  extent,  opening 
a  wide  field  for   fiftieries,  navigation,  and  commerce,    a  great 
portion  of  our  citizens  naturally  apply  their  induftry  and  enter-  . 
£rife  to  thefe  objects.    Any  ferious  and  permanent  injury  to  com- 
merce, would  not  fail  to  produce  the  mod  embarraffing  diforders: 
to  prevent  it  from  being  undermined  and  deftroyed,  it  is  effential 
that  it  receive  an  adequate  prote&ion. 

Th6  naval  eftablifliment  muft  occur  to  every  man  who  con- 
Jfders  the  injuries  committed  on  our  commerce,  the  infults  offered 
to  our  citizens,  and  the  defcription  of  the  veifels  by  which  thefe 
frbuTes  have  been  pradlifed.  As  the  fufferings  of  our  mercantile 
and  feafaring  citizens  cannot  be  afcribed  to  thef  omifiion  of  duties 
demandable,  confidering  the  neutral  fituation  of  our  country,  they 
**e  to  be  attributed  to  the  hope  of  impunity,  arifing  from  a  fup- 
'Pofi^d  inability  on  our  part  to  afford  protection.  To  refill  the 
cox&fequences  of  fuch  impreffions  on  the  minds  of  foreign  nations, 
*nd  to  guard  againft  the  degradation  and  fervility  which  they  muft 
finally  ftamp  on  the  American  character,  is  an  important  duty  of 

government. 

A  naval  power,  next  to  the  militia,  is  the  natural  defence  of 
S^  United  States.  The  experience  of  the  laft  war  would  be 
Efficient  to  (how,  that  a  moderate  naval  force,  fuch  as  would  be 
j*dy  within  the  prefent  abilities  of  the  Union,  would  have  beeft 
jttflBcient  to  have  baffled  many  formidable  tranfportations  of  troops 
frorri  one  ftate  to  another,  which  were  then  pra&ifed.  Our  fea- 
:o^fts,  from  their  great  extent,  are  more  eafily  annoyed,  and 
^Or^  eafily  defended  by  a  naval  force  than  any  other  ;  with  all  the 
n^terials  our  country  abounds ;  in  (kill  our  naval  archite&s  and 
^vigators  are  equal  to  any ;  and  commanders  and  feamen  will 
*°*  be  wanting. 

33  Ut  although  the  eftablifhment  of  a  permanent  fyflem  of  naval 
[^fence  appears  to  be  requifite,  I  am  fenfible  it  cannot  be  formed 
**  Speedily  and  extenfively  as  the  prefent  crifis  demands.  Hitherto 
•  ha.ve  thought  proper  to  prevent  the  failing  of  armed  veffels, 
•Jccspt  on  voyages  to  the  Elaft  Indies,  where  general  ufage,  and 
**^  danger  from  pirates,  appeared  to  render  the  per  million  proper ; 
^e*  the  reftri&ion  has  originated  folely  from  a  wi(h  to  prevent 
^Hvifions  with  the  powers  at  war,  contravening  the  a&  of  Con- 
5*e<s  0f  June,  1794,  and  not  from  any  doubt  entertained  by  mc, 
**  *T)e  policy  and  propriety  of  permitting  our  veifels  to  employ 
J*fes*.ns  of  defence,  while  engaged  in  a  lawful  foreign  commerce. 
**  remains  for  Congrefs  to  prefcribe  fuch  regulations  as  will 
^P^tle  our  feafaring  citizens  to  defend  themfelves  againft  viola- 
£j°**s  0f  ^g  jaw  0f  nations,  and  at  the  fame  time  reftrain  them 
■itoi>i  committing  ads  of  hoftility  againft  the  powers  at  war.     In 
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addition  to  thcfe  voluntary  provifions  for  defence  by  individual 
citizens,  it  appears  to  me  neceflary  to  equip*  the  frigates,  aricl 
provide  otlier  vcflels  of  inferior  force,  to  take  under  convoy  fuel* 
merchant  veflels  as  fhall  remain  unarmed. 

The  greater  part  of  fhe  cruifers,  whofe  depredations  have  been 
mofl  injurious,  have  been  built,  and  fomeof  them  partially  equipped* 
in  the  United  States.     Although   an  effectual  remedy   may  be 
attended  with  difficulty,  yet  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  prefent 
the  fubject  generally  to  your  confideratibn.     If  a  mode  can  be; 
devifed  by  the  wifdom  of  Congrefs,  to  prevent  the  refources  of  the 
United  States  from  being  converted  into  the  means  of  annoying 
our  trade,  a  great  evil  will  be  prevented.     With  the  fame  viewy 
1  think  it  proper  to  mention,  that  fome  of  our  citizens  re  fide  nt 
abroad  have  fitted  out  privateers,  and  others  have  voluntarily  takeri 
the  command,  or  entered   on   board   of   them,    and  committed 
fpoliations  on    the  commerce  of  the  United   States.     Such  un- 
natural and  iniquitous  practices  can  be  retrained  only  by  fevere 
"punifhments. 

But  befides  a  protection  of  our  commerce  on  the  feas,  I  think  it 
highly  neceflary  to  protect  it  at  home,  where  it  is  collected  in  our. 
mod  important  ports.  The  diftance  of  the  United  States  from 
Europe,  and  the  well-known  promptitude,  ardour,  and  courage 
of  the  people,  in  defence  of  tbeir  country,  happily  diminilhthe  ' 
probability  of  invafion  :  neverthelcfs,  to  guard  againft  fuddenand 
predatory  incurfions,  the  fituation  of  fomc  of  our  principal  fea-ports 
demands  your  confideration  ;  and  as  our  country  is  vulnerable  in 
other  intercfts  befides  thofc  of  its  commerce,  you  will  ferioufly 
deliberate,  whether  the  means  of  general  defence  ought  not  to  be 
increafed,  by  an  addition  to  the  regular  artillery  and  cavalry,  and 
by  arrangements  for  forming  a  provifional  army. 

With  the  fame  view,  and  as  a  meafure,  which,  even  in  time  of 
tiniverlal  peace,  ought  not  to  be  neglecled,  I  recommend  to  your 
confideration  a  rcvifion  of  the  laws  for  organizing,  arming,  ana 
difciplining  the  militia,  to  render  that  natural  and  fate  defence  of 
the  country  efficacious.  Although  it  is  very  true,  that  we  ough-t 
not  to  involve  ourfelvcs  in  the  political  fyffem  of  Europe,  but  to 
keep  ourfelvcs  always  diftindt  and  fcparate  from  it  if  we  can ;  yet 
to  effeft  this  feparation,  early,  punctual,  and  continual  informa- 
tion of  the  current  chain  of  events,  and  of  the  political  projeft's 
in  contemplation,  is  no  lefs  neceflary,  than  if  wc  were  directly 
Concerned  in  them.  It  is  neceflary,  in  order  to  the  difcoveryof 
the  efforts  made  to  draw  us  into  the  vortex,  in  feafon  to  make 
preparation  againft  them.  However  we  may  confider  ourfelves,  the 
maritime  and  commercial  powers  of  the  world  will  confider  the 
United  States  of  America  as  forming  a  weight  in  that  balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  which  never  can  be  forgotten  or  negle&ed* 
It  would  not  only  be  againft  our  intereft,  but  it  would  be  doing 

5  wron£ 
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ig  to  one  half  of  fiurope  at  leaft,  if  we  mould  voluntarily 
v  ourfelves  into  either  fcale.  It  is  a  natural  policy  for  a 
ih  that  ftudies  to  be  neutral,  toconfult  with  other  nations  £n- 
1  in  the  fame  ftudies  and  purfuits :  at  the  fame  time  that  mea- 
might  be  purfued  with  this  view,  our  treaties  with  Pruflia 
Jweden,  one  of  which  is  expired,  (flight  be  renewed* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

is  particularly  your  province  to  confider  the  ftate  of  our 
c  finances,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  refpe&ing  them,  as 
ncies  (hall  be  found  to  require ;  the  prefervation  of  public; 
t,  the  regular  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  and  a 
fion  of  funds  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expenfes,  will,  of 
e,call  for  your  ferious  attention.  Although  the  impofition  of 
burdens  cannot  be  in  itfelf  agreeable,  yet  there  is  no  ground 
ubt,  that  the  American  people  will  expefl  from  you  fuch 
Lires,  as  their  adtual  engagements,  their  prefent  fecurity,  and 
e  intereft  demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Hogfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

ie  prefent  fituation  of  our  country  irnpofes  an  obligation  on 
)q  departments  of  government,  to  adopt  an  explicit  and 
ed  conduct.  In  my  fituation,  an  expofrtion  pf  the  prin* 
3  by  which  my  admiriiftration  will  be  governed,  ought  rjot 
omitted, 

i$  impotfible  to  conceal  from  ourfelves,  or.  the  world,  what 
ten- before  pbfcrvfcd,  that  endeavours  have  been  employed  to 
•  and  eftablifh  a  divifion  between  the  government  and  people 
e  United  States.  To  inveftigate  the  caufes  which  have  en- 
lged  this  attempt  i$  not  neceflary  ;  but  to  repel,  by  decided  arid 
<T  councils,  irjiinuations  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and 
•(Cons  fo  dangerous  to  the  constitution,  union,  and  even 
$n<tence  of  the  nation,  is  an  indifpenfable  duty. 
ll&uJt  not  be  permitted  to  be  doubted,  whether  the  people  of 
foited  States  will  fupport  the  government,  eftablifhed  by  their 
tf&ry.£pnf$nt,  and  appointed  by  their  fr^  choice ;  or  whe- 
l*y  furrcnuVring  themfelves  to  the  qirefltion  of  foreign  and 
flic  factions,  in  oppofitlon  to  their  own  government,  they 
forfeit  the  honourable  ilation  they  have  hitherto  maintained. 
>r  myfelf,  having  never  been  indifferent  to  what  concerned 
iterefts  of  my  country,  devoted  the  bed  part  of  my  life  to 
&  and  fupport  its  independence,  and  conftantly  witnefled  the 
ttifm,  fidelity,  and  perfeverance  of  my  fellow-citizens,  on 
K>ft  trying  becafions,  it  is  not  for  me  to  hefitate,  or  abandon 
fe  in  which  my  heart  lias  been  fo  long  engaged. 
)L.  VI.  Yv  Con- 


(    34«    ) 

Convinced  that  the  conduct  of  the  government  has  been  juft 
and  impartial  to  foreign  nations  ;  that  thofe  internal  regulations, 
which  have  been  eftablifhcd  by  law  for  the  prefervation  of  peace, 
are  in  their  nature  proper,  and  that  they  have  been  fairly  executed ; 
nothing  will  ever  be  done  by  me  to  impair  the  national  engage- 
ments, to  innovate  upon  principles  which  have  been  fo  deliberately 
and  uprightly  eftablifhed  ;  or  to  furrender  in  any  manner  the 
rights  of  the  government.  To  enable  me  to  maintain  this  de- 
claration, I  rely,  under  God,  with  entire  confidence  on  the  firm 
and  enlightened  fupport  of  the  national  legillature,  and  upon  the 
virtue  and  patriotifm  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

John  Adams. 


Documents  referred  to  in  the  Preftdenfs  Speech  to  both  Houfes  (f 

Congrefs,  on  the  ihth  of  May,  1797. 

No.  I. 

Dear  Sir,  Paris,  30/A  Frimaire  (Dec.  20th,  1796}. 

WE  left  Bourdeaux  on  the  25th  of  November,  having  been  de- 
tained there  until  that  time  ;  fir  ft  by  the  badnefs  of  the  weather, 
which  prevented  the  unloading  of  the  baggage,  and  afterwards  by 
fome  necefflfry  alterations  being  made  to  my  carriage,  to  encounr 
ter  the  bad  roads  we  were  threatened  with.     The  roads  were  ever*, 
worfe  than  the  horrible  description  we  had  heard  of  them,  and  vrc 
broke  down  twice,  and  were  obliged  to  get  three  new  wheels',  oirt 
of  four,  before  we  reached  this  city,  which  we  at  length  did  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th  of  December.     I  here  met  my  fecrefary, 
Major  Henry  Rutledge;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day 
(December  6;  I  tranfmitted  by  him  to  Mr.   Monroe,    his  letter^ 
of  recall,  with  my  compliments,  and  that  I  would  wait  upon  hirX* 
at  any  hour  he  would  appoint.     I  received  for  anfvver,  that  M^"- 
Monroe  would  fee  me  whenever  I  pleafed.    I  immediately  waited 
on  him,  and  we  had  a  longconverfation  on  the  affairs  of  America  5- 
in  which  he  with  a  great  deal  of  franknefs  communicated  all  tl** 
late  meafures  of  this  government  with   refpeft  to  ours,  andc^* 
which  you  mull  long  before  this  have  been  apprifed,  both  by  M 
Adet,  and  the  difpatches  of  Mr.  Monroe.     He  alfo  fhowed  me 
letter  which  he  had  received  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  the  miniftcr 
foreign  affairs,  in  the  following  words  : 


«  Part's 


1 
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"  Paris,  12  Frimaire,  $th  Year  of  the  French  Republic. 

4€ '  The  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  to  citizen  Monroe,  minifter 

plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 

14  Citizen  Minifter, 

€<  The  arrival  of  Mr.  Pinckney  at  Paris  appearing  to  be  near  at 

hand,  if  it  has  not  already  taken  place,  I  conceive  that  I  fhould 

communicate  to  you  certain  formalities  which  you  are  to  fulfil  on 

the  occafion.     The  ufage  i$,  that  the  minifter  recalled,  and  his 

f  fucceffor,  fend  to  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  their 

letters  of  credence  and  recall.  As  I  prefume  your  letters  of  recall 

have  already  been  fent  to  you,  I  requeft  you  to  communicate  them 

to  me  as  foon  as  poflible. 

"  Greeting  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)        "  Ch.  De  la  Croix.' 


»» 


I  told  Mr.  Monroe  that  I  thought  it  would  be  more  re- 
fpe&ful  to  the  minifter  to  acquaint  him  with  my  arrival,  and  to 
inform  him,  that  he  would  wait  upon  him  at  any  hour  he  fhould 
appoint,  with  my  letters  of  credence,  and  his  letters  of  recall.  Ac- 
cordingly, Mr.  Monroe,  in  my  prefence,  and  with  my  approba- 
tion, fent  him  the  following  letter : 

'     "  Paris ,  6th  Dec.  T796  fi6  FrimaireJ,  lift  Year  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

u  The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  French  republic. 

'   €i  Citizen  Minifter, 

^<f  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  my  fucceffor,  Mr. 
*  Inckney,  is  arrived,  and  is  defirous  of  waiting  upon  you,  for  the 
purpbfe  of  prefenting  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  credence  for  the  Di- 
ffc&oire  Executif  of  the  French  republic.  By  him  I  have  alfo  re- 
vived my  letter  of  recall.  Permit  me  therefore  to  requeft  that  you 
**ill  be  fo  obliging  as  to  appoint  a  time  when  Mr.  Pinckney  and 
^yfiblf  (hall  have  the  honour  to  attend  you  for  the  purpofe  of 
Parenting  you  copies  of  thofe  documents.  Accept  the  affurance 
°f  my  refped. 

(Signed)         "James  Monroe." 

Qn  Friday  morning  (December  9)  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Monroe,  informing  me,  that  M.  De  la  Croix  had  appointed 
that  day,  between  one  and  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  to  receive  us.  M. 
*^e  la  Croix's  letter  was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 

Y  y  2  "  Paris, 
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"  Paris,  19  Frimaire,  $th  J  ear  (Dec  9,   1796). 

c  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to  citizen  Monroe,  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

tl  Citizen  Minifter, 

"  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the'  honour  to 
write  to  me,  in  which  you  recjneft  an  interview  with  citiaen 
Pinckney,  defignated  for  your  fucceftor,  for  the  purpofe  of  deli- 
vering copies  01  his  letters  of  credence,  and  your  letters  of  recall. 
I  fhall  be  glad  to  receive  you  between  the  hours  of  one  and  fout 
o'clock,  this  afternoon,  if  convenient  to  you,  I  pray  you  to 
propofe  this  to  citizen  Pinckney. 

"  Greeting  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)        "  Ch.  De  la  Croix." 

Mr.  Monroe  and  myfelf,  with  my  fecretary,  Major  Rutledge, 
about  two  o'clock  waited  upon  M.  De  la  Croix,  and  I  was  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Monroe  as  the  perfon  appointed  as  his  fuccefibr. 
The  minifter  at  firft  received  us  with  great  ftiffnefs,  but  after* 
wards,  on  our  converting  on  fome  general  fubje&s,  he  unbent 
and  behaved  with  civility;  and  on  receiving  the  official  copies  of 
our  letters  of  credence  and  recall,  faid,  he  would  deliver  them  with- 
out delay  to  the  Dire&ory,  He  defired  Major  Rutledge  to  let 
him  have  our  names  of  baptifm,  and  our  ages,  that  cards  of  hof- 
pitality  might  be  made  out,  which  he  faid  were  neceffary  to  refide 
here  unmolefted.  This  requifition  was  immediately  complied 
with,  and  he  promifed  to  fend  the  cards  the  next  morning.  When 
this  interview  was  known,  the  reports  which  had  been  fpfead 
abroad  before  my  arrival,  of  my  not  being  received  by  the  Di- 
rectory, vanilhed,  and  the  general  idea  fecmed  to  be,  that  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  receive  me  as  minifter  from  America.  At 
eleven  o'clock  on  Monday  (Dec.  12th)  Mr.  Prevoft)  Mr.  Monroe's 
fecretary)  called  upon  me,  and  told  me  that  Mr,  Monroe  had  juft 
received  a  letter  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  and  defired  to  knotv  if 
I  had  received  one. — I  faid,  No  ;  he  then  (howed  me  M.  De  la 
Croix's  to  Mr.  Monroe,  which  was  as  follows  : 

*c  Paris,  21  Frimaire,  §th  Tear  of  the  French 

Republic ,  one  and  indiviftble. 

€i  The  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  to  citizen  Monroe,  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

*<  Citizen  Minifter, 

<*  I  haftened  to  lay  before  the  Executive  Dire&ory  the  copies  of 
vour  letters  of  r  jcall,  and  of  the  letters  of  credence  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, whom  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  has  appointed  to 

fucceed  you,  in  quality  of  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

States 
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States  near  the  French  republic.  The  Dire&ory  has  charged  me 
to  notify  to  you,  c  that  it  will  not  acknowledge  nor  receive 
another  rmnilter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  until 
after  the  redrefs  of  the  grievances  demanded  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, and  which  the  French  republic  has  a  right  to  expe& 
from  it.' 

"  I  pray  you  to  be  perfuaded,  citizen  minifter,  that  this  deter- 
mination having  become  neceffary,  allows  to,  fubfift  between  the 
French  republic  and  the  American  people,  the  affeflion  founded 
upon  former  benefits  and  reciprocal  interefts,  an  affeftion  which 
you  yourfelf  have  taken  a  pleafure  in  cultivating  by  every  means  in 
•  your  power* 

€C  Accept,  citizen  minifter,  the  aflurance  of  my  perfeft  confi- 
deration. 

"  Ch.  De  la  Croix." 

I  waited  until  the  next  morning,  expe&ing  to  receive  a  noti- 
fication from  M.  De  la  Croix,  when,  not  hearing  from  him,  I 
wrote  htm  the  following  letter : 

"Cittzen  Minifter, 

*'  Colonel  Monroe  has  been  fo  good  as  to  communicate  to  me 
your  letter  to  him  of  the  21ft  Frimaire,  wherein  you  inform  him 
that  you  had  fubmitted  to  the  Executive  Dire&ory  his  letters  of  re- 
call, and  my  letters  of  credence  as  minifter  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States  of  Atnerica,  and  that  the  Diredtory  has  inftru&ed 
you  to  notify  to  him,  c  that  it  will  not  acknowledge  nor  receive 
another  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  until 
softer  the  redrefs  of  the  grievances  demanded  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, and  which  the  French  republic  has  a  right  to  expe£fc 
from  it.*  This  communication  has  filled  me  with  real  forrow,  as 
I  &tn  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  fentiments  of  America  and 
it$  government,  for  they  are  one,  arp  mifunderftood,  and  that  I 
frni  not  permitted  even  to  attempt  to  explain  them,  or,  in  the  terms 
of  my  letters  of  credence,  to  endeavour  €  to  efface  unfavourable 
itflprefftons,  to  banifh.  fufpicions,  and  to  reftore  that  cordiality 
which  Was  at  once  the  evidence  and  pledge  of  a  friendly  union.'— 
Demoted  as  I  am  to  the  liberty,  profperity,  and  independence  of 
my  own  country,  the  freedom,  happinefs,  and  perfeft  eftablifhment 
df  the  French  republic  have  always  been  dear  to  me  ;  and  to  have 
been  inftrumental  in  cementing  the  good  underftanding,  which 
from  the  commencement  of  their  alliance  has  fubfifted  between 
the  twio  nations,  would  have  been  the  height  of  my  ambition.  I 
moft  fervently  pray  that  there  may  be  a  fpeedy  and  candid  invefti- 
ga^ion  of  thofe  points  in  which  you  differ  from  us,  that  affe£tion 
toay  banifh  diftruQ,  and  that  the  alliance  of  the  two  republics  may 
be  perpetual. 

«  la 
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4t  In  your  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe,  jrou  do  ;not  defire  him  to 
make  any  communication  to  me,  and  I  am  indebtedjto  his  polite- 
nefs  for  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  intentions  of  the  Diredory. 
I  fubmit  to  you,  citizen  minifter,  that  as  the  letters  qf  recall  had 
been  received  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  official  copies  of  his  letters  o£ 
recall,  and  my  letters  of  credence,  had  been  delivered  to  you,  that 
the  fentiments  of  the  Directory  mould  be  communicated  by  yoti 
immediately  to  me,  that  I  may  without  delay  tranfmit  them  as 
from  the  executive  of  this  republic  to   the  government  of  tlic 
United  States;  and  that  I  may  be  informed  by  you;  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Directory  that  I  mould  immediately  quitttie 
territories  of  the  republic,  or  whether  1  and  my  family  may  remain 
until  I  hear  from  my  government.    And  as  I  have  not  received  the 
cards  which  in  your  interview  you  faid  I  ought  to  pofTefs  in  order 
to  enable  me  to  refide  here,  and  that  they  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to 
me  the  next  morning,  I  am  the  more  doubtful  on  this  fubje<3  than 
I  mould  othcrwife  be.     Accept  my  beft  refpefts. 

"  Charles  C.  Pinckney. 
^  "  Paris,  Dec.  13/^,  in  the  21/t  Year  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 

u  To  Citizen  De  la  Croix  *  minijier  of  foreign 

affairs  of  the  French  republic"  -      . 

This  letter  I  fent  by  Major  Rutledge,  who  delivered  it  to  M» 
De  la  Croix,  and  made  the  following  report  of  what  paffed  between 
them,  which  he  immediately  reduced  to  writing. 

"Paris,  23d  Frimaire  (\?JthDec.)* 

r  u  I  this  day  waited  upon  M-  De  la  Croix,  the  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs,  at  two  o'clock,  as  bearer  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinckney* 
1  was  admitted  immediately  on  fending  in  my  name,  and  delivered 
the  letter,  tiaving  informed  him  from  whom  it  came,  and  that 
there  was  a  French  trar.ilation  annexed,  he  opened  it,  and  pro- 
ce  d.-d  to  read  the  letter  in  my  prefence,  which  when  he  had 
finiihed,  he  de  fired  me  to  return  to  General  Pinckney  as  hi* 
anfwer,  c  that  the  Executive  Directory  knew  of  no  minifter  ple- 
nipotentiary from  the  United  States  of  America,  fince  the  pre- 
fenta'ion  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letters  of  recall,  and  that  the  Executive 
Directory  had  charged  him  to  notify  to  Mr.  Monroe  (here he 
read  the  quotation  contained  in  the  letter)  qiiil  nc  reconnoitra  d 
nc  rccevra  plus  de  rninh/lre  phnipotentiaire  des  Etats  Unis,  jufqt* 
■aprh  k  redreffement  des  griefs  demandee  au  gouverncment  Americaifli 
et  q-tc  la  repaid 'que  Fran.oifc  eft  en  droit  a" en  attendre.  Which  notifi- 
cation !he  f>.i\ctory  relivd  upon  Mr.  Monroe's  imparting  to  hi* 
own  govern  "  en;,  as  well  a*  communicating  to  General  Pinckney* 
Upon  ivy  aiMng    im  if  [   undcrftood  rightly,  he  flopped  me,  by 

tcA  eating  ihc  fubiiance  of  what  I  have  mentioned,  with  the  altera- 
tion 
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*hen  he  came  to  the  notification  of  the  word  Amerhan  into 
il.  He  then  went  on  to  fay,  that,  with  refpe&  to  the  fecond 
1  of  General  Pinckney's  letter,  he  could  return  no  anfwer 
t  was  laid  before  the  Dire&ory.  I  then  fuggefted  to^him  the 
leniences  to  which  General  Pinckney  wao  expofed  ;  he  re- 
that  he  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of  fubmitting  his 
to  the  Dire&ory ;  probably  the  next  day.  I  afked  if 
-al  Pinckney  fhould  expeft  an  anfwer;  he  replied,  that  their 
ions  fhould  be  fignified  either  to  himfelf  or  to  Mr.  Monroe* 
.  took  my  leave,  and  withdrew. 

"  Henry  M.  Rutledge." 

i 

.  the  25th  of  Frimaire   (15th  of  December),  about  three 
k  in  the  afternoon,  a  Mr.  Giraudet  called  oh  me  and  faid, 
as  chief  fecretary   in   the   department    of  foreign  affairs  ; 
le  came  on  the  part  of  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  to  fig- 
10  me  that,  with  refpefi:  to  my  letter  to  him  (which  he  pro- 
I,  together  with  the  tranflation),  he  could  not  dire&ly  commu- 
5  with  me  on  it,  as  fuch  dire£t  communication  would  be  ac- 
rledging  me  as  minifter,  when  the  Dire&ory  had  determined 
:o  receive  me  ;  that  as  to  the  other  part  of  my  letter,  relative 
y  remaining  here,   he  fuppofed  I  was  acquainted  with  the 
of  France,   as  they  applied  to  ftrangers.     I  told  him  that  I 
not  acquainted  with  the  local  laws  of  the  republic.     He  faid 
here  was  a  decree  which  prevented  all  foreigners  from  remain- 
t  Paris  without  particular,  permiffion,  which  as  the  Dirc&ory 
ot  mean  to  grant  to  me,    of  courfe  the  general  law  would 
ite.    I  anfvvcred,  that  I  could  not  conceive  the  having  adire& 
ounibation    with    me   would  involve  the  confequences  he 
I ;  that  if  Mr.  Monroe  had  died  before  my  arrival,  the  in- 
ation  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  me,    muft  of  courfe 
been  made  to  myfelf :     Mr.  Monroe  having  received  his 
of  recall  from  our  government,  could  not  now  a&  officially 
nore  than  if  he  had  ceafed  to  exift ;  that  I  was  indebted  to  Mr. 
roe's  politenefs  for  the  information  I  had  received  of  the  in- 
>h  of  the  Dire&ory  not  to  acknowledge  me,  but  that  he  had 
^tended  it  as  an  official  communication ;  that  with  regard  to  the 
of  France  relative  to  ftrangers,  the  law  which  he  had  cited 
bt  apply  to  the  requifition  of  my  letter,  which  was  to  know 
her  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Dire&ory  that  I  fhould  quit  the 
tones  of  the  republic,  or  whether  I  might  remain  here  until  I 
Id  hear  from  my  government.  He  faid  he  rather  believed  that  it 
their  intention  that. I  fhouLdquit  the  territories  of  the  republic; 
IS  it  admitted. of  a  doubt,  he  would  mention  it  to  the  minifter, 
whom  he  was  to  dine,  and  acquaint  me  with  the  refult  in  the 
Sng."I'told  him  I  ihoiild  be  obliged  to  him,  fhould  it  be  the  iii- 
ion  of  the  Directory  that  I  fhould  quit  the  republic,  to  inform 

VCVft 
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me  in  what  time  I  was  to  fctout,  as  my4baggage  was  not  arrived  from 
Bourcleaux ;  that  I  meant  not  to  afk  any  perfonal  favour,  but  to  have 
the  intention  of  the  Directory  clearly  cxprefled,  as  it  related  to  me 
in  the  fituation  in  which  I  came  to  France.  He  faid  he  would,  and 
exprefled  a  regret  at  being  the  bearer  of  difagreeable  information, 
and  then  departed.  His  behaviour  and  manners  were  very  polite. 

In  the  evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  he  returned,  and  informed 
me,  that  in  anfwer  to  the  doubt  which  had  been  entertained  in  the 
morning  (a  doubt  which  he  obfeived  had  proceeded  fromliis  own 
inattention  to  the  words  of  M.  De  la  Croix],  the  minifter  could  only 
reply,  that  he  underltood  the  Directory  to  mean  the  territory  dT 
the  republic,  and  not  Paris  alone,  which  was  to  be  quitted  ;  that 
as  to  the  time  in  which  it  was  neceifary  to  depart,  the  miniflcr 
could  not  defignate  it,  but  that  he  would  have  another  communica- 
tion with  the  Directory,  and  that  their  intentions  fhould  be  mate 
known  to  me  in  a  more  explicit  manner  upon  both  points;  that  at 
the  fame  time  he  muft  inform  me,  that  in  all  probability  M.  Del* 
Croix  would  not  be  the  organ  through  which  they  would  be  ad— 
drefled,  as  the  minifter  of  the  police  general  would  be  the  gippr 
under  whofe  department  my  qafe  would  come.  I  replied,  that! 
apprehended  M.  De  la  Croix  was  the   proper  organ  througrm 
which  information  fhould  come  to  me,  as  he  kn«w  the  capacity 
in  which  I  had  come  to  France  ;  whereas  the  minifter  of  police 
might  regard  me  as  a  mere  ftranger,  and  throw  me  into  confipe— ■ 
ment :  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Directory  to  receive  me  or" 
not,  but  they  could  not  divert  thcmfclves  of  the  knowledge  whict* 
they  had  of  the  public  character  in  which  I  came  to  France :  that: 
before  I  arrived,  M.  De  la  Croix  had,  on  the  12th  of  Frimaire* 
written  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that  as  my  arrival  at  Paris  might  befool* 
expe&ed,  if  it  had  not  already  taken  place,  that  the  cuftom  was, 
for  the   recalled  minifter  and  his  fucceflbr,  to  fend  refpeflively* 
copies  of  their  letters  of  credence  and  recall  to  the  minifler  of 
foreign  affairs;  that  in  confequence  of  this  notification,  M.  P^ 
la   Croix   was   informed  in  writing,  on  the   16th  Frimaire,  the 
morning  after  my  arrival,  by  Mr.  Monroe,  that  I  was  arrived  as 
his  fucceflbr,  and  was  defirousof  waiting  on  him  for  the  purpofeof   . 
prefenting  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  credence  for  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory of  the  French  republic  ;  that  on  the  19th  of  Frimaire,  !Vf« 
De  la  Croix  informed  Mr.  Monroe  by  letter,  that  he  would  receive 
us  with  our  letters  of  credence  and  recall,  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  four,    if  it  fuited  us:  agreeably  to  which   notification,  we 
waited  on  him,  and  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Monroe  as 
his  fucceflor  ;  that  we  prefented  official  copies  of  our  letters  of 
recall  and  credence  ;  that  he  promifed  to  lay  them  before  the  Di- 
rectory, and  alfo  promifed  that  cards  of  hofpitality  (hould  befetf 
me  and  Major  Rutledge  the  next  morning  ;  that  M.  de  la  Croix 

on  the  21  ft  Frimaire  wrote  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  informed  him# 
5  "  that 
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it  he  had  laid!  before  the  Direflorythe  copy  of  hi*  letters  of 
I,  and  of  the  letters  of  credence  of  Mr*  Pinckney,  whom  the 
Ident  of  the  United  States  had  named  to  fucceed  him  in  quality 
inifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  faid  ftates,  near  the  French  re- 
c."  From  all  which  clrcurriftances,  the  chara&er  with 
h  I  was  inverted  muft  be  apparent  both  to  the  Directory  and  to 
ninifter  of  foreign  affairs,  and  that  in  that  chara&er  I  was 
ted  to  the  jproteftion  of  the  laws  of  nations,  whether  the  Di- 
ry  received  me  or  not :  if  they  permitted  me  to  remain  until  I 

1  from  my  government,  1  was  under  the  prote&ion  of  thofe 
:  if  they  ordered  me  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic,  I 
Clili  entitled  to  letters  of  fate  conduft,  and  paflportson  my 
ley  out ;  that  this  was  the  cafe  even  with  minifters  of  belli- 
it  powers,  much  more  ought  it  to  apply  between  us  who  were 
ace. 

2  faid,  fuppdfing  M.  De  la  Croix  had  been  miftaken  in  having 
id  my  letters  of  credence,  in  feeing  me,  and  in  his  laying 

letters  of  credence  before  the  Direflory,  fuch  miftake  of 
linifter  could  hot  be  binding,oh  the  Direftory.  I  replied,  that 
s  impoflible  for  me  to  admit  that  the  minifter  of  foreign  af- 
had  committed  a  miftake  in  his  official  duty  ;  he  was  held 
to  the  world  as  minifter,  all  his  ads  muft  be  accredited  as 
rmed  within  the  line  of  his  duty,  and  under  a  competent  au- 
:y,  and  that  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  mowed  he  was  defirdus 
he  eftabliflied  ufage  mould  be  complied  with.  He  faid  he  did 
.liege  that  there  was  a  miftake;  he  had  only  for  argument 
urged  a  fUppdfition  which  might  be  unfounded ;   that  he 

I  communicate  what  I  faid  to  M.  De  la  Croix  :  I  defired 
it  the  fame  time  to  inform  M.  De  la  Croix,  that  I  requefted 
»ver  further  palfed  might  be  in  writing,  that  no  miftakes 
t  happen  by  verbal  communication,  and  that  I  might  know 
:itly  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Direftory. 

ice  this  converfation  I  have  not  heard  from  the  Direflory,  or 
if  the  minifters  or  agents.  My  fituation,  as  you  may  eafily 
jve,  is  unpleafant ;  but  if  I  can  ultimately  render  any  fer- 
to'my  Country,  I   (hall  be  fully  compenfated  ;  at  all  events, 

II  be  my  ftudy  to  avoid  increafing  the  difcontent  of  this  go- 
lenf,  without  committing  the  honour,  dignity,  and  refpeA 
)  our  own.  Should  1  fail  in  doing  this,  or  lhould  I  err  in 
eafures  I  pnrfue  to  accornplifh  it,  the  failing  will  not  be  in 
sal;  but  (houlcl  be  charged  to  my  want  of  ability  ;  at  prefent, 
it  the  ground  I  have  taken  has  puzzled  them  ;  they  wifh 
>ne,  but  they  apprehend  that  it  would  -be  too  harlh  a  mea- 
to  fend  off  in  a  peremptory  manner,  the  minifter  of  my 
ry  ;  though  there  is  no  faying  what  their  conduft  will  ulti- 
v  be,  as  I  am  informed  that  they  have  already  fent  off  thir- 
foreign  minifters  ;  and  a  late  emigrant,  now  here,  has  af- 
lVL  •  Zz  tat\ 
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Cured  them,  that  America  is  not  of  greater  confequence  to  them, 
nor  ought  to  be  treated  with  greater  refpedt  than  Geneva  or 
Genoa.  Thofe  who  regard  us  as  being  of  fome  confequence,  feem 
to  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  our  government  acts  upon  principles 
Oppofed  to  the  real  fentiments  of  a  large  majority  of  our  people, 
and  they  are  willing  to  temporife  until  the  event  of  the  election  of 
Prefident  is  known,  thinking  that  if  one  public  character  is  cho- 
fen,  he  will  be  attached  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
if  another  chara&er  is  elected,  he  will  be  (to  ufe  the  expreflSon 
of  Du  Pont  de  Nemours  in  the  council  of  Ancients)  devoted  to  the 
intereft  of  France  ;    entertaining  the  humiliating  idea,  that  we 
are  a  people  divided  by  party,  the  mere  creatures  of  foreign  in- 
fluence,  and  regardlefs  of  our  national  chara&er,  honour,  and 
intereft.     To  eradicate  this  ill-conceived  and  unfounded  opinion, 
will  be  a  work  of  time  and  labour,  fo  greatly  have  they  been  pre- 
judiced by  mifreprcfentation.        The  reafons  that  are  alleged 
here  for  the  condu&  of  the  prefent  government  of  this  country  to 
us,  you  have  already  been  apprifed  of  from  Mr.  Adet  and  Mr. 
Monroe;  the  letter  of  the  21ft  Frimaire,  from  M.  De  la  Croix 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  above  recited,  (hows  the  diftin&ion  which  this 
government  attempts  to  make  between  the  American  people  and 
their  government;  at  the  fame  time,  Major  Mount  Florence's  re- 
port to  me,  which  I  enclofe,  (hows  that  the  property  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  is  not  refp£&ed  in  the  cafes  he  mentions.    I  truftthat 
America  will  (how  that  her  fentiments  and  thofe  of  her  govern- 
ment are  one,  and  that  flie  will  never  fuffer  any  foreign  nation  to 
interfere  in  her  concerns,  and  that  an  attempt  to  divide  her  ci- 
tizens will  be  the  "  figne  de  ralliement*,"  and  render  then  the      1 
more  united.  As  much  as  I  am  avcrfe  to  a  fea- voyage,  I  (hould  im- 
mediately have  failed  for  Philadelphia,  on  knowing  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Directory  not  to  acknowledge  me,  that  I  might  receive 
perfonally  the  inftru&ions  of    the  adminiftration  of  our  govern- 
ment, more  particularly  at  a  time  when  Congrefs  was  fitting  * 
but  as  I  am  informed  the  orders  to  Mr.  Adet  were  ifliied  aboi*^ 
the  19th  of  Auguft,  and  that  the  veffel  which  carried  them  failed 
from  TOricnt  about  the  7th  of  September,  I  thought  it  probable ' 
that  new  inftru&ions  might  be  forwarded  to  me  before  I  coul» 
arrive  in  America,  and  I  have  therefore  determined,  if  the  Direc^ 
tory  will  not  fuffer  me  to  remain  upon  the  territory  of  the  re*— 
public,  until  I  hear  from  you,  to  proceed  to  Amfterdam,  andfta.y 
there  until  I  (hall  receive  orders  how  to  a£,  or  whether  to  retur** 
home. 

I  have  feen  Mr.  Monroe  very  often  (ince  my  arrival;  his  cot*** 
du&  has  been  open  and  candid,  and  1  believe  he  has  made  me  eveTjT 


Signal  for  rallying* 

comm** 
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Communication  which  he  thought  would  be  of  fervice  to  our  coun- 
try. ,  He  undoubtedly  felt  himfelf  hurt  at  his  being  fuperfeded, 
but  I  am  convinced  he  has  not  on  that  account  left  any  thing  un- 
done which  he  thought  could  promote  the  objeds  of  my  million. 
The  Directory  and  minifters  had,  for  fometime  before  they  were 
informed  of  his  removal,  treated  him  with  great  coolnefs ;  but  as 
loon  as  they  heard  of  his  recall,  their  attentions  to  him  were  re- 
newed. Should  this  government  attempt  to  make  any  further 
communications  to  me,  through  him,  he  has  promifed  me  to  in- 
form  them  that  he  cannot  comply  with  their  defire,  as  his  powers 
have  ceafcd. 

I  remain,  with  great  refpect  and  efteem, 
Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Charles  Coltesworth  Pinckney. 
Goknel  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State. 


No.  II. 


M*l*r  Mount  Florence's  Report,  given  in  to  General  Pinckney,   the 

19A&  December,  1796. 

CONSULAT     AMERICAN. 

Sir,  Paris,  Dec.  iStb,  1796. 

•  IN  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Skipwith,  I  will  endeavour,  at  your 
fcfire,  to  make  you  a  fuccin£t  general  report  of  the  prcfent  fitua- 
tfan  of  our  commercial  interefts  in  this  country,  in  the  bed  manner 
*hat  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  will  admit  of* 

Since  feveral  months,  the  Directory  Executive  has  given  evi* 
it  fymptoms  of  difpleafure  towards  our  government,  which  has 
n  generally  attributed  to  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
■^'itain.  In  confequence  of  which,  orders  have  been  iflued  to 
***^ir  cruifers  to  vifit  every  neutral  vsffel  going  in,  or  coming  from 
***  Englifh  port ;  but  theje  orders  are  common  to  theDaniJb  and  Swe* 
rfift  veffels,  as  well  as  to  our  own.  Numbers  of  our  veffels  have 
"^^a  brought  into  the  ports  of  France  by  virtue  of  thefe  orders  ; 
4t*d  in  a  fubfequent  report  I  (hall  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting 
^  you  a  nominative  lift  of  all  of  them,  informing  you  of  the  fe- 
J^fad  proceedings  refpe&ing  each  of  them  :  feveral  of  them  have 
**^en  already  releafed,  fome  of  the  cargoes  temporarily  fequef- 
*^^ed,  and  others  now  libelled  before  the  tribunals  of  com- 
*^^*ce.  During  the  government  of  the  Convention,  the  com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety  had  exclufively  the  cognizance  of  all  mat- 
t^rs  refpe&ing  prizes  or  captures  at  fea ;  which  committee  gave 
Judgment  on  the  reports  of  the  executive  commiffion  of  marine  ; 
*H*t  fince  the  organization  of  the  prefent  conftitution,  the  legiila- 
^rehaspafledalaw  on  the  27th  of  April  laft,  giving  power  to  the 

Zz  2  tribunals 
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tribunals  of  commerce  in  every  port  of  France,  to  take  cogik. 
zance,  in  the  firfV  in  (lance,  of  every  matter  relative  to  captur 
at  fea;  from  whofe  judgments  appeals  may  be  carried  before  t 
civil  tribunals  of  the  refpe&ive  departments;'  and  one  of  the  sl  *-. 
tides  of  the  a  fore  fa  id  law  ena&s,  that  in  cafes  of  appeals  befo*-^ 
the  departmental  tribunals,  ihould  the  interefts  of  neutrals  b^ 
concerned,  the  commiflaries  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory  nearti*G 

tribunals  (whofe  duties  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  our  attornies  gene 

ral)  may*  if  they  fee  caufe,  refer  the  whole  proceedings  to  the 
minifter  of  juftice,  to  take  the  opinion  of  theDire&ory  thereon,, 
before  judgment  be  given  by  the  faid  tribunals.     I  deemed  it  ne-^~ 
ceflary,  Sir,  to  enter  into  thefe  particulars,  in  order  to  elucidate 
the  proceedings  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  refpeft  to  fome 
of  our  vcflels,  captured   and  libelled.     The   tribunals  of  com — 
merce  are  chiefly  compofed  of  merchants,  and  mod  of  thcrHaro 
dire&ly  or  indircdly,  more  or  fefs,  intereflcd  in  the  fitting  ou^tr 
of  privateers,  and   therefore  are  often  parties  concerned  in  th^^ 
controvcrfies  they  are  to  determine  upon.     This  happened  in  th^5 
cafe  of  Captain  John  Bryant,  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  whiefcm 
I  beg  leave  to  relate  to  you  :  Captain  John  Bryant,  matter  of  th  "^ 
Fanny,  of  Portfmouth,  Virginia,  loft  that  vctfel  at  fca,  havin 
a  fea-letter,  which   he  prefeived,  and  was  taken  up  by  the  bri 
Frances,  of  Salem,  and  carried  to  Spain  ;   from  whence  he  re:— : 
turned  to  Norfolk,  where  having  received  the  command  of  th 
Powhattan,    of  Richmond,    he  proceeded    in    her   to   London, 
where  the  faid  veflel  was  fold  by  the  owners.     He  purchafed  i 
England,  from  our  conful,  Mr.  Jofhua  Johnfon,  a  piize  veffeJ  9 
the  Royal   Captain,  and  traded  with   her  under  the  flag  of  tht^ 
United   States,    and    made    feveral    coafting    voyages   from  om  ^ 
French  port  to  another,  his  (hip's  papers  having  been  found  re^— ' 
gular.     But  lately,  bound  from  Fluihing  to  Bourdeaux,  with    ^* 
cargo  belonging  to  him,  he  was  captured  by  a  privateer  from  Boi* — 
logne,  and  brought  into  that  port.     The  judges  of  the  tribune  *- 
were  mod  of  them  concerned  in    the    privateer,  and  of  courC^ 
declared  the  Royal  Captain  a  lawful  prize,  under  pretence  th»** 
fhe  had  no  fea-letter.     Appeal  has  been  made  from  that  judg"-* 
ment,  and  the  cafe  referred  to  the  miiiifter  of  juftice. 

Mr.  Skipwith  and  myfelf  waited  on  the  mirvifter,  and  had  &r. 
long  conference  with  him  on  the  proper  conflrudtion  to  be  made  c^*- 
the  25th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  Uniter^* 
States  and  France.  The  minifter  having  acknowledged  tr*"*^ 
Royal  Captain  and  her  cargo  to  be  American  property,  but  infift^ 
ing  upon  its  being  liable  to  condemnation,  not  being  furr.ifhe^** 
with  a  fea-letter,  we  urged  to  him,  that  the  very  article  of  tt"» c 
treaty  upon  which  he  founded  his  opinion,  did  not  fpecify  feizu  f& 

confiscation  of  veflels  which  Ihould  not  be  provided  with  fe^-* 
•rs — that  every  penal  law  was  to  be  conftrucd  liberally— tb^* 
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l>j  "c&  of  the  treaty  muft  have  been  reciprocal  benefit  for  the 
1*^*  nts  and  commerce  of  both  countries— 1  hat  the  interpreta- 
given  by  him  to  that  article  would  operate,  in  a  quite  oppofite 
r,  and  place  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  in  a  worfe 
n  than  if  there  had  been  no  treaty,  which  moft  certainly 
1  never  have  been  the  intention  of  either  of  the  contra&ing 
es*  ;  for.  if  there  cxifted  no  treaty,  moft  undoubtedly  an 
:rican  vefiel  being  brought  into  a  French  port  would  be  im- 
lately  releafed,  upon  due  proof  being  made  of  her  being 
srican  property,  and  confequenrly  neutral* — Befides,  we  al- 
d,  that  this  dodrine  had  been  fandioned  in  France  fince  the 
rnencement  of  hoftilities,  feveral  hundred  of  our  veflels  hav-  * 
vi  Cited  their  ports,  and  no  exception  being  taken  to  the  want 
ea.~letters  ;  indeed  they  have  never  been  heretofore  aflcedfor— 
the  French  government  had  fold- a  very  con  fide  r  able  number 
>rize  veffels  to  our  merchants,  inpayment  of  fnpplies  by  them 
> idled,  or  otherwife ;  fome  of  which  had  been  chartered  by 
Very  agents  of  the  government,  for  fundry  voyages,  in  Eu- 
*>    all  of  which  had  no  fea-letters,  nor  could  they  ever  obtain 

before  they  made  a  voyage  to  the  United  States.  All  we 
lei  obtain  from  the  minifter  was  his  faying,  that  he  would  re- 
nder the  matter,  and  take  the  decifion  of  the  Dire&ory. 
Aing  yet  has  tranfpired  on  this  fubje£t ;  but  two  days  ago, 
Brs  from  Breft  mentioned  that  the  Diana,  Captain  Ingraham, 
*1    Savannah  to  Europe,  fent  into  Breft  by  a  French  privateer, 

been  condemned  by  the  tribunal  of  commerce  of  that  port, 

that  thp  only  motive  for  condemnation  was  the  want  of  a  fea- 
©r\  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Barnet,  the  confular  agent  at  Breft, 
iiiftruft  the  counsellor,  on  the  appeal,  to  apply  to  the  commif- 
f  of  the  Diredory  near  the  tribunal  of  the  department,  to 
'e  the  matter  referred  to  the  minifter  of  juftice. — Should  the 
redtory,  Sir,  decide  this  important  queftion  upon  the  conftruc- 
a  of  the  25th  article,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  tribunals  of 
ntnerce  have  done,  it  would  be  very  alarming  to  our  trade,  as 

have  a  vaft  number  of  veflels  in  that  predicament,  many  of 
*ch  are  now  in  the  feveral  ports  of  France.  As  to  the  feveral 
inns  of  the  American  citizens  againtt  the  French  government,- 
1  fupplies  furnifhed  here  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,'  fpoliations, 
ibargoes  at  Bourdeaux,  and  at  Breft,  and  other  ports,  indem- 
ies  for  illegal  captures  and  detention  of  our  veflels,  freights  of 
fcls  chartered  by  the  French  agents  in  the  United  States,  drafts 
tl)e  colonial  adminiftrations  upon  the  national  treafury,  delega- 
,ns  of  the  faid  adminiftrations  on  the  minifters  of  France  near 
r  Upited  States;  nothing  can  be  done  with  them  for  the  mo  . 
nt  i  but  thjs  fufpenfion  is  common  to  all  the  claimants  of  other 
itral  nations,  as  likewife  to  the  French  creditors;  for,  indexed, 
c-rnbarra(Tment  of  their  finances  is  fudi,  «that  many  of  the  ofj| 
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ficers  of  government  cannot  obtain  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
due  them.     I  deem  it  alfo  my  duty.  Sir,  to  inform  you,  that  a 
foreign-built  (loop,  the  Nancy,  Captain  Berry,  having  been  de- 
tained at  Calais,  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  of  that  port,  tbev 
tribunal  of  commerce  ordered  her  to  be  releafed,  provided  the 
minifter  of  the  United  States  near  the  French  republic  wouM 
counterfign  her  fhip's  papers.     Having  at  this  moment  no  mi- 
nifter acknowledged  by  the  French  republic,  Captain  Berry  writ- 
ing a  very  pre  (Ting  letter,  to  be  able  to  comply  with  the  orders 
of  the  aforefaid  tribunal,  which  orders  are  conformable  to  a  lafe 
regulation-  of  the  Diredory,  I   have  waited  on  the  minifter  of 
foreign  relations,  to  fubmit  the  difficulty  we  labour  under  in  thstt 
fefpe£t,  and  (hall  have  the  honour  of  communicating  to  yon  his 
wfwer,  when  it  (hall  be,  given. 

With  great  refped,  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  and  mod  humble  fervanr, 
(Signed)  J.  C.  Mount plorencz. 

Major  General  Pinckney,  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  ef  America,  Paris. 

(A  true  copy.) 

Hinry  M.  Rutledge,  Secretary. 


No.  III. 

fact  raft  cf  a   Letter  from    General  Pinciney   to  the    Secretary  g 

State,  Paris,  bth  "January,   1797* 

Dear  Sir, 

THE  ceffation  of  Mr.  Monroe's  functions,  and  the  dormancy 
of  mine  in  this  country,  have  been  attended  with  many  inconv^—' 
niences   to  our  fellow-citizens ;  among  others,  the   difficulty  o^ 
obtaining  paffports  to  come  from  the  out-ports  to  Paris,  andtogO 
from  Paris  out  of  the  republic,  were  complained  of;  and  I  con.-* 
ceived  it  my  duty,  though  not  acknowledged  by  this  government^ 
to  endeavour  to  remedy  this  grievance ;  for  to  our  countrymen 
arriving  here  from  the  territories  of  a  power  at  war  with  the  rc^ 
public,  it  was  really  fo,  as  they  were  put  into  confinement  o** 
their  arrival  at  the  port,  unlefs  they  could  give  fecurity  for  their 
good  behaviour  i«ntil  they  could  obtain  paffports  from  our  miniftef 
at  Paris — which  paffports  were  counteriigned  by  the  minifter  of 
foreign  affairs  ;  and  prefent  circumftances  did  not  even  admit  o* 
thefe  dilatory  paffports:   I  therefore  requefted  my  fecretary,  M*~ 
ior  Henry  Rutlcdge,  to  wait  upon  M.  De  la  Croix  on  this  fub- 
HMft,  and  delired  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  obtain  from  him,  utt- 
j^^  oificiallyV 


1 

j 
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an  account  of  what  the  Diredory  had  refolved,  with 
;he  points  concerning  my  refidence,  which  Mr.  Girau- 
ormed  rrie  M.  De  la  Croix  would  fubmit  to  their  deter- 
-Major  Rutledge  waited  upon  M.  De  la  Croix,  and 
he  following  report : 

"  Parti,  Dtctmber  a6/A,  1796. 
;  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  called  upon  the  minifter  of 
airs,  and  being  admitted,  after  waiting  focne  little 
iformed  him,  that  I  came  on  the  part  of  General 
who  had  deflred  me  to  fay,  that  although  he  had  not 
:  to  addrefs  him  in  an  official  capacity,  yet  his  feelings 
excufe  him  from  communicating  an  article  of  intelli- 
which  the  humanity  of  both  nations  was  interefted — it 
the  fubjedt  of  fuch  of  our  citizens  as  had  of  late  ar- 
e  different  ports  of  France :  that  in  conformity  to  the 
of  the  police,  all  foreigners,  upon  their  arrival  on  the 
of  the  republic,  were  arretted,  and  put  into  confine** 
1  they  had  obtained  from  the  minifters  of  their  refpec- 
ies,  near  the  republic,  a  pafiport,  countersigned  by  the 
f  foreign  affairs ;  that  the  circumftance  of  having  na 
rknowle^ged  by  the  French  republic,  had  thrown  the 
citizens  into  a  predicament  which  had  rendered  them 
of  complying  with  the  accuftomed  forms :  that  the 
:e  was,  their  having  remained  for  Tome  time  paft  in 
ich,  at  the  prefent  feafon,  was  a  filiation  from  which 
not  be  top  foon  re  lea  fed  ;  it  was,  therefore,  to  know  in 
ler  to  anfwer  their  various  applications,  and  to  be  in- 
what  authority  he  (hould  refer  them  for  relief,  that 
nckney  had  at  this  moment  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble. 
1  minifter  replied,  that  an  arrette  had  been  made  on  the 
d  that,  in  future,  all  petitions  for  paflports  on  behalf 
erican  citisens,  fhould  be  addrefled  to  the  minifter  «*£ 
general :  that  he  would,  however,  charge  himfelf 
hat  General  Pi  nckney  might  have  at .  that  moment  bf 
preferred  the  channel  of  his  department.  I  thanked 
politenefs,  and  made  a  motion  to  go,  but  flopped  and 
if  he  had  heard  any  thing  farther  from  the  Dire&ory, 
intentions  refpeding  General  Pinckney's  remaining 
was.  He  anfwered,  with  marks  of  great  furprife, 
light  he  had  already  explained  himfelf  with  fufficient  - 
n  the  fubjeft — that  he  had  fignifiedto  General  Pin.ck- 
ince,  the  impoflibility  of  his  (laying — that  he  thought, 
rcifed  much  condefcendence,  in  having  been  fo  losg 
ch  he  had  been  induced  to  do,  by  General  Pinckney's* 
iplained  of  the  delay  of  his  baggage,  which  he  ftjp- 
by  this  time  have  arrived  from  Bourdeaux~tbat,.  in 
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ftort,  he  fhonld  be  forry  if  his  farther  ftay  fhould  c6trrpel  him  t& 
give  information  to  the  minifter  of  the  police.     To  this  I  replied  ^ 
that,  if  he  would  permit  me,  I  fhould  recall  his  recolledion  tc* 
the  communication  which  he  had  been  plea  fed  to  make  to  General 
Pinckney,  through  his  fecretary  Mr.  Giraudet:  that  that  gentte-r 
man  had  called  on  General  Pinckney,  and  had  very  clearfy  ex.— 
prelfcd  the  wiflies  of  the  Direfloiy,  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  which 
he  had  written  to  the  miniitcr  of  foreign  affairs,  requeuing  to 
know  their  will — which   defire    was,    that  General  Pinckney 
fhould  confider  himfelf  in  the  light  of  any  common  ftranger  t<u 
whom  a  card  of  hofpitality  was  refufed,  and  who  was  compelled 
by  the  laws  refpedting  foreigners,  to  withdraw  from  the  territories 
of  the  republic  t  that  General  Pinckney  had  refufed  to  regard 
himfelf  in  any  other  light  than  the  one  in  which  he  had  entered 
France,  which  had  not  been  in  a  private  capacity,  but  in  a  public  - 
character;  which  circumftance  had  been  officially  announced  to 
the  Dircdtory,  by  his  having  delivered  to  the  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs  a  copy  of  his  letters  of   credence,    and  by  other  aftsi 
that  this  precluded  all  laws  relative  to  ftrangers  from  operating 
on  him,  and  put  him  under  the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations, 
which   he  claimed  in  his  favour:   that  Mr.  Giraudet   had  taken 
leave,  with  a  promife  to  communicate  to  the  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs  the  ground   which  General  Pinckney  had  taken  :  that  he 
returned  again  in  the  evening,  and  then  faid,  that  the  minifter  .. 
would  again  lay  General  Pinckney's  letter  before  the  Directory* 
and  that  their  intentions  fhould  be  made  known  to  him  as  foon  as 
poflible.— All  this  had,  no  doubt,  been  faithfully  related  to  him 
by  his  fecretary.     He  anfwered,    that  General  Pinckney  muft 
have  mi/taken  Mr.  Giraudet,  as  to  his  intention  of  again  laying' 
his  letter  before  the  Directory.     I  told  him  that  it  was  impofli— 
ble,  for  that  I  had  been  prefent  at  both  conversations,  in  which 
the  material  points  had  parted  in  Englifh,  and  been  repeated  if* 
French.     He  then  faid,  Mr.  Giraudet  had  afted  without  his  au- 
thority.     I    replied,    that   General   Pinckney    had,     however* 
waited  until  this  moment,  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  hinrij 
agreeably  to  Mr.  Giraudet's  promife; — that  he  was  very  far  from 
intending  to  difpute  the  will  of  the  Executive  Directory;  what 
he  wanted  was  a  communication  of  their  wiflies*  in  writing.    Uc 
faid,  that  it  had  already  been  given.     I  defired  to  know  when — ■ 
he  anfwered,  in  the  notification  which  he  had  made,  by  their  or- 
der, to  Mr.  Monroe;  that  it  had  contained  their  fentiments  on 
Mr.   Pinckney's  flaying,  in  as  much  as  that  his  not  being  rc- 
ceived,  implied  that  he  fhould  depart.     I  denied  that  it  was  a  fait 
dedudtion — he  infilled  that  it  was — I  declared  that  it  had  not  ftruck 
the  General  or  any  perfon  with  whom  he  had  converfed;  but  that, 
however,  if  fuch  was  the  conftrudtion  which  he  had  put  upon  iU 

i flattered  myfelf  that  he  could  have  no  objection  to  throwing  hi$ 

-  jdea 
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upon  paper,  that  General  Pinckney  might  have  fohiething 

e  fubftantial  than  the  authenticity  of  the  •  word  of  his  fecre- 

>   to  juftify  himfelf  to  his  own  government,  for  quitting  a 

to  which  he  had  come  in  obedience  to  their  orders*     The 

iftcr  here  turned  from  me  with  fome   warmth,  and  faidhe 

Id  do  no  fuch  thing — that  General  Pinckney  might  make  his 

deductions — he  defired  to   have  no   more  communications 

i  him.     I  only  replied  by  a  bow,  fatisfied  to  end  a  converfa- 

which  had  already  lafted  near  half  an  hour;  during  which  I 

not  been  admitted  to  the  honour  of  a  feat.  <  "     ;    f    1 

*"  Henry, M.  Rutledgte." 

» .■  • 

Tiis  behaviour  of  M.  De  la  Croix's  did  not  induce  me  to  alter 
conduct;  1  confidered  that  I  was  at  the  poft  where  my  duty 
ilred  me  to  remain  until  I  received  orders  from  my  government 

to  conduct  myfelf,  or  till  this  government  fhould  give  me  a. 
ten  mandate  to  depart,  or  fend  me  palfports  as  a  mini  flier  of 
country  whom  they  would  not  fuffer  to  remain  here;  or 
Id  do  fpme  unequivocal  a&  refpe&ing  me,  as  would  juftify  me 
oirig.  M.  De  la  Croix's  con verfat ion  with  Major  Rutledge  I 
lot  deem  fuch — I  have  therefore  ftuid ;  though,  notwithftand- 
the  inclemency  of  a  journey  for  my  family,  at  this  feafon  of 
year,  to  Amsterdam,  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to 
to  have  gone  away  than  to  have  remained  here  in  this  fituation. 
s  interview,  however,  prevented  me,  until  three  days  ago, 
l  changing  my  lodgings,  which  were*very  expenfive  and  in- 
renient;  when  not  receiving  any  further  intimation  to  depart, 
anged'them,  and  have  not  yet  heard  from  M.  De  la  Croix.— 
en  I    was  fending  away  the  triplicate  and  quadruplicate  of 

2,  the  fpeech  of  M.  Barras,  prefident  of  the  Directory,  to 

Monroe  appeared;  I  therefore  tranfmitted  it  to  you  in  thofe" 
ofures.     I  need  not  comrnent  on  fo  ftrange  a  composition ;  it1 
ever  evinces  the  difpofition  of  the  Dire&or&of  this  country  ■• 
ards  us,  and  the  fyftem  which  they  have  adopted,  by  endea- 
ring to  perfuade  our  countrymen  that  they  can  have  a  different 
reft  from  their  fellow-citizens,  whom  themfelves  have  chofen 
nanage  their  joint  concerns.     One  circumftance,  however," 
ading  this  fpeech,  you  ought  not  to  be  unacquainted  with; 

Monroe  afliires  me  that  the  Dire&ory  were  not  acquainted 
i  a  fy liable  contained  in  the  valedictory  addrefs  he  delivered,1 
:he  moment  he  pronounced  it;  and  that  as  foon  as  hfc  finished/ 
ident  Barras  read  his  own  fpeech.     Of  courfe,  the  fpeech  of' 
Barras  was  not  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Monroe's  fpecjfic  harangue,  < 
was   an   anfwer  to  every  fpeech   which,  on    that  occadon, 
Id  poflibly  have  been   made.     This  anecdote  does  not  make 

prefent  fentiments  and  views  of  the  Directory,  refpefling 

country,  lefs  evidenU 

toi.VI.  3  A  W 
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Whatever  the  decifion  of  this  country  may  prove  with  regard 
to  me,  be  allured  that  I  fh.al.1  endeavour  to  behave  in  fuch  a  ow« 
aer  as  jfhall  neither  injure  nor  cpmprpmit  the  r^fped  due  to  our 
own ;  and  that  po  perfonal  flights  can  prevent  me  fnongt  caoft  ear* 
neflly  praying,  that  the  independence  and  liberty  of  France  amf 
b?  firjily  fecured  by  a  fpeedy  ?#d  honourable  peacg. 


No,  IV.  _ 

Extrafi  of  a  Letter  from  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

dated  Jm/krdam,  February  18,  1797. 
(No.  7O 

Dcair  Sir, 

I  ARRIVED  here  laft  night,  after  an  expen&ve  and  tedious 
journey,  through  fonje  v&ry  tod  roads,  from  Paris.-T-r-My  letter 
No.  6,  of  which  I  fonyaided  to  you  quadruplicates  from  that 
city,  will  inforin  you  that  the  day  after  accounts  were  received  of 
Iftwnapprie's  fooeeffej  in  JtaJy,  M.  De  la  Croix  gave  me,  by  di- 
re&ion  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  official  notice  «i  writing,.  }o 
quit  tfr$  territories  of  the  French  republic:  as  this  was  complying 
lyith  what  I  had  declared  to  he  a  requisite  preliminary  to  ray  <fe* 
parttff e,  I  4\4  JMtt  think  it  proper  to  remain  longer  at  Paris  than 
was  necefary  to  prepare  for  my  journey ;  and,  having  received  the 
cuftonwy  pa^ports  for  this  /city,  I  fet  out  with  my  family  and  fe« 
cretary*>n  the  fifth  inftant,     I  (hall  remain  here,  or  in  fome  psfrt 
of  the  United  Provinces,  till  I  receive  directions  from  you  how  to 
a£L    I  regret  that  my  mifiioa  to  Europe,  at  the  fame  time  that 
has  heen  very  unpieafant  to  myfelf,  fbould  be  both  expenfive 
unprofitable  to  my  country ;  could  I  be  of  any  fiervice,  I  0iowVj4 
disregard  perfonal  inconvenience  ;  and  the  idea  of  benefiting  nc»M 
country  would  foften  the  afperkies  of  a  fituatioo  rendered 
cularly  difagreeaple  by  the  condudt  of  a  government  with  whi 
we  with  to  be  on  the  mod  amicable  terms,  and  yet  who  difcegaamwd 
and  annihilate?  the  ufual  mode  of  conciliatory  explanation  eiftVs 
bliflied  between  independent  nations.     Mr.  Giraudet,  the  eh*,  it 
fecretary  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  at  Paris,  mentiorr^ed 
to  Majpr  Rutledge,  a  few  days  before  I  left  Paris,  that  as  ^w 
yrere  not  gging  far*  he  hoped  he  fhould  foon  fee  us  return.    TPJii 
I  imagine  was  only  the  language  of  politenefs ;  it  certainly  wm 
not  fpoken  officially,  and  I  have  not  the  Lead  idea  that  I  mall  re- 
ceive any  invitation  from  France ;  though  I  ardently  wifh  for  2 
return  of  the  good  fenfe  and  good  humour  of  that  republic. 


No. 
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Exfrvfl  of  a  Letter  from  General  C.  C,  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  Amjierdam,  March  5,  1 797. 

SOME-  time  before  I  left  Paris,  I  was  informed  that  the  Di- 
ft&dry  had  tfequefted1  the  Dutch  to  join  therh  in  treating  neutral 
♦effete  in  th*  fame  manner  as>  by  thteir  decree  in  Meftldor,  they 
tai4  determined  to  treat  them.  As  I  did  not  obtain  this  informa- 
tion from  at  fotirce  that  I  could  depend xm,  I  did  not  trouble  yott 
wkh  i*  if  but  I  have  fince  had  reafon  to  believe  that  it  was  either 
fluty  6t  tfett  Dutch  were  appreherffive  fuch  reqnifition  would  be 
Atide ;  for  1  have  juft  received  intelligence,  which  I  am  perfuaded 
]  *&y  fljly  en,  that  the  Dut<:h  have  informed  the  Drre&ory,  ih« 
H  w*old  be  exeeedingly  prejudicial  to  them  to  join  in  fo  hoftile  a 
IM&rfone,  for  thaf  they  would  thereby  lofe  the  friend  (hip  and  tradb 
df  America,  which  (confidering  their  commercial  lofles)  were'  of 
mfcnttoe  benefit  to  them,  and  they  would  be  deprived  of  the 
tftotfft*  of  affording  the  French  thofe  aids  which  their  commerce 
Makfot  them  to  do»  In  thefe  reafons,  my  information  add£, 
Ale  ^erich-  haNnc  afequiefced,  and  there  is  now  ho  appreheniioh 
timomt  commerce  will  be  molefted  by  the  Dutch.  If  the  Frendh 
had  not  confented  to  this,  there  is  little  doubt  but  the  Dutch 
would  have  been  obliged  to  have  treated  us  as  the  French  do,  for 
there  are  25,000  French  troops  in  Batavia,  and  it  is  Jiere  no  fe- 
cret,  that  they  can  dire£t  what  meafures  they  pleafe. 

I  ttarrfmit  yon  extra&s  of  Major  Mountfloi'ende's  letters  to  me 
rf  the  14th  and  2rft  of  February,  relative  to  the  infamous  con- 
tact of  forte  of  our  countryman  (I  bhrfh  to  calf  them  fo),  in 
ktfag  <>■*  privateers  under  French  colours,  and  plundering  out 
<dlow-<citizensv  Something  energetic,  I  truft,  wilt  be  done  by 
govermpfcrit  with  refpeft  to  thefe  unprincipled  marauders* 


No.  VL 


Hxtrafi  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Aiountflorence  to  General  Pincknefr 

daUd  Paris y  February  14th,  1797. 

A  IrETlTER  firorf*  Mr.  Barnet,  ouf  confular  agent  at  Breflf, 
under  fate  of  the  third  iriftant,  informs  me,  thaf  a  French  pit- 
vaiteer,  tfwiied  by  Captain;  Gbwel,  a  citizen  native  of  the  United 
SbRes-,  aYld  formerly  matter  of  the  Jane,  has  captured  lately  twx> 
of  omr  veflels,  and  fent  them  to  L'Orient ;  one  of  them  is  9  (hip 
•f  four  hundred  tons,  belonging  to  Bofton,  and  bound  frorA 
New  Orleans  to-  London  ;  the  other  is  a  brig,  from  Baltimore  to 
jLondQn,  with  a  very  rich  cargo  of  fugar,  cotton,  &c.  Another 
letter  of  thfcfaitfagettt,  of  the  feventh,  itoforiiisr  me,  that  though 
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he  is  certain  that  thcfe  two  veflels  and  their  cargoes  are  Ameri- 
can property,  yet  it  is  generally  believed  that,  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  atorcfaid  Captain  Cowel,  and  of  a  certain  Captain  Benjamin 
Lewis,  of  Marblehcad,  that  the  whole  will  be  condemned.     I 
blufli  when  I  think  on  the  conduct  of  fome  of  our  countrymen, 
in  this  country,  not  fatisried  with  violating  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  refpeding  our  neutrality,  but  arming  veflels  under  French 
colours,  to  plunder   their  co-citizens.     Befides,  Sir,    I  have  it 
from  good  authority,  that  thofe  Americans  who  are  interefted  in 
fitting  out.  privateers,    are    conilantly    teazing  this   government 
with  applications  for   more  fevere  orders  to  cruife    agaiuft  our 
veilels ;  and  it  is  really  our  own  countrymen  who  endeavour  to 
irritate  matters  between  us.     The  fame  agent  informs  me,  that 
jsl  large  number  of  our  failors,   found  on  board  of  Englifh  veflels, 
are  now  detained  as  prifoners  of  war  at  Breft.     I   had  formerly 
.recommended  to  that  officer  to  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  procure 
$he  releafe  of  fuch  as  he  mould   be  fatisfied  were  really  Amerir 
cans;  and  that  he  has  done:  but  his.  la  11    letter  mentions,. that 
.the  minitler  of  the  marine  has  lately  given  orders  not  to  releafe 
any   more  of  the   citizens  of   the  United  States   who  may  be 
taken  on  board  Britifh    veflels.     A  new  embargo   was  laid  on 
the  feventh   initant,  at  Breft,  which  is  the  third  fince  General 
Hoche's  expedition, 

■    ■    ^— ^— ^*  *  "* 
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jExtraft  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Afountflorence  to  General  Pinclntfy 

dated  Paris ,   ilji  February ,  1797* 

WITHOUT  any  of  your  favours  to  anfwer,  it  is  my  duty 
to  inform  you,  that  a  letter  from  Mr-  Vail,  our  confular  agent  at 
L' Orient,    under  date   of   the    12th   initant,    informs,    that  tho 
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into  L'Oricr.r,  are  now  libelled  ;  and  the  only  reafon  upon  which 
thi.«  American  captor  grounds  his  claim,  is,  that  the  feamen's  ar- 
ticles are  r.or  con n;erfi Lined  by  a..- American  public  officer.  I 
cannot  fi.  a  mat  the  laws  of  the  United  States  require  that  for- 
mality ;  and  the  truth  is,  that  not  an  American  velTel  in  an  hun- 
dred has  the  feamen's  articles  counteriigned  in  that  manner;  but 
Cowel's  attorney  pretends  that  an  antiquated,  an  obfolete  ordon- 
nance  of  Frarce,  of  the  year  1750,  authorizes  all  (hips  of  waf 
to  arreft  fuch  veflels  as  have  them  not  as  pirates.  The  tribunal 
of  commerce  has  refufed  pronouncing  in  this  queftion  till  they 
receive  inltruflions  from  the  executive,  having  written  on  the 
fubje<3:  to  the  three  mmiiters,  of  jultice,  marine,  and  foreign  rela- 
xations ;  and  1  am  going  to  do  the  fame ;  but  my  application  will 

fa 
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be  figncd  by  Mr.  Skipwith.  Mr.  Vail  further  adds,  with  much 
truth,  "  The  American  commerce  very  much  depends  upon  the 
,fate  of  thefe  two  veifels ;  and  the  hopes  of  the  privateers  are 
.  placed  greatly  On  thefc  veifels  being  condemned  ;"  and  in  another 
place  he  writes,  that  moft  of  the  privateers  are  owned  or  com- 
manded by  Americans,  who  create  thefe  difficulties. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Le  Baron  Fils,  our  confular  agent  at 
Dieppe,  informs,  that  the  American  (hip  Hare,  of  New  York, 
Captain  Nathan  Haley,  of  the  burden  of  280  tons,  has  been  fent 
into  Dieppe,  on  the  17th  inftant,  having  been  captured  by  ar 
French  privateer.  Thefe  captures  alarm  very  much  our  traders. 
If  this  government  fandtions.the  do&rine  held  out  at  the  tribunal 
at  L'Orient,  it  would  be  tantamount  to  a  (late  of  warfare,  as 
almoft  every  veflTel  we  have  now  in  Europe  are  in  that  predica-  , 
menu 

(Signed)        J.  C  Mountfi.orence. 
Major-General  Pinckney. 

(A  true  copy) 

Henry, M.  Rutledge. 


No.  VIII. 
Ext  rati  of  a  Letter  from  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

dated  Amjlerdam,  March  &th>  1797. 

"I  HAVE  juft  received  intelligence  from  Major  Mountflorence, 
that  the  tribunal  civil  of  the  department  of  the  Pas  de  Calais  has 
confirmed  the  judgment  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce,  condemn- 
ing as  lawful  prize  the  American  veflTel  Royal  Captain,  John 
Bryant  matter  and  owner,  for  want  of  a  fea-letter.  I  underftand 
that  it  is  a  Captain  Nathan  Haley,  an  American,  who  commanded 
the  privateer  under  French  colours,  which  captured  and  carried 
into  Dieppe,  the  17th  ultimo,  the  American  fliip  Hare,  com- 
manded by  a  name- fake  and  coufin  of  his,  bound  from  England  to 
New  York,  with  a  cargo,  it  is  faid,  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.  Mr.  Barnet,  our  confular  agent  at  Breft,  informs  me, 
that  feveral  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  captured  in  Bri- 
tilh  veffels,  on  board  of  whom  they  bad  been  pretfed,  are  at  prefent 
confined  in  the  prifons  of  that  place  as  prifonersof  war,  and  fuffer 
much  by  clofe  confinement  and  bad  provifions;  and  that  all  his 
folicitations  in  their  behalf,  fince  the  latter  end  of  January,  have 
been  in  vain.  Thefe  injurious  afts  to  our  countrymen  and  trade 
are  exceedingly  diftrcfling,  nor  can  it  be  faid  when  they  will  ceafe. 
It  is  thought  by  many,  and  I  believe  juftly,  that  the  election  of 
their  new  third  will  determine  France  either  to  conciliation  or 
avowed  hoftilities  ;  as  much  as  I  wifh  for  the  former,  I  wi(h  the 
meafures  of  our  government  will  be  difpaflionate  and  candid,  but 
firm.  Mean  fubmiflions  are  generally  returned  with  contempt  and  , 
renewed  oppreffion. 
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No.  XL 

Extraft  ff  a  Litter  from  John  J^.  Adams  *  Efq.  MiniJUr  Rejidfxt  ef 
the  United  States  near  the  Bat  avian  Republic,  to  the  Secretary  if 
State y  dated  the  Hague y  November  4th,  1796. 

IN  ihe  letter  from  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  a  copy 
of  which  was  enclofed  with  my  laft,  they  have  raifed  pretention* 
and  ufed  expreftions  upon  which  I  have  not  thought  it  neceffary 
to  anticipate  the  opinion  which  you  will  form  of  the  notice  whidk 
you  may  think  proper  to  take  of  them.  But  as  it  is  poffible  that 
the  tone  and  ideas  may  appear  extraordinary,  I  think  it  necef- 
fary to  add  a  few  obfervations  and  force  particulars  of  informsftioa 
which  will  make  them  more  accountable. 

The  general  difpofition,  even  of  the  patriotic  party  of  this 
country,  favours  cordially  and  lirtcerely  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States;  They  have  a  very  fubftanttal  reafon  for  this  dif- 
pofition, as  they  are  continually  receiving  remittances  of  intereft 
upon  their  monies  loaned  to  the  United  States  ;  and  as  thefe  are 
almoft  the  only  public  funds  upon  which  the  payments  are  ftill 
pundual,  they  apprehend,  that  the  difficulties  and  the  neceflities  of 
war  might  produce  a  fufpenfion  or  postponement?  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  limilar  to  thofe  of  which  many  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers  have  given  examples.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
patriotic  party  can  have  no  avowed  wHI  different  from  that  which 
may  give  fatisfa&ion  to  the  government  of  France.  They  feel 
a  dependence  fo  abfolute  and  irremovable  upon  their  good  will, 
that  they  facrifice  every  other  inclination,  and  fllence  every  other 
intereft  when  the  pleafure  of  the  French  government  is  fignifiect 
to  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  makes  an  electron  neceffary. 

1  received  not  long  ago  an  intimation,  that  one  of  the  mem> 
bers  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  had  confidentially  com- 
municated to  a  friend,  a  circum fiance  which  was  intended  to  be 
kept  profoundly  fecret^  It  was,  that  the  French  government  had 
determined  to  defeat,  if  poflible,  the  treaty  lately  concluded  be^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  had  fignified  to 
the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  here  their  expe£tation,  that  they 
would  concur  with  .all  their  influence  towards  the  fame  object 
The  tenour  of  their  letter  ftrongly  ferves  to  fhow  the  accuracy  of 
the  information.  The  objeS  which  the  laft  paragraph  of  theif 
letter  aims  at,  is  not  at  all  equivocal ;  but  in  confidering  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  urge  their  proposals,  the  addrefs  with  which 
they  purfue  their  point  may  be  ranged  on  a  level  with  their  logic* 
After  having  undertaken  formally  to  juftify  the  condemnation  of 
the  Wilmington  Packet's  cargo,  becaufe  they  concluded  it  to  be 
French  property,  they  make  no  difficulty  to  a  fib  me  a  right  to  infifl  , 
upon  the  protection  of  Batavian  property  on  board  of  American* 
4  -  _  veffels. 


{    367    ) 

Is.  They  call  Very  loudly  upon  the  United  States  to  go  to  war 
-  Great  Britain,  and  make  a  common  caufe  with  the  French  and 
yfcn  republics.  The  whole  of  this  lingular  paflage  might  have 
ted  a  ftronger  fentiment  than  it  did,  had  1  not  previously  re- 
ad the  intimation  mentioned  above.  Confide  ring  their  Ian- 
ge  as  di&ajted  by  an  irrefiftible  external  impulfe,  an  excufe  for 
ingularity  was  derived  from  the  neceflities  of  their  fituation* 
:he  anfwer  which  I  have  given,  therefore,  it  was  my  endea- 
to  avoid  every  unnecetfary  difcuflion,  and,  as  far  as  poflible, 
f  unpleafant  expreflion.  But  the  inconfiftency  of  their  pre- 
ons  with  their  own  argument  could  not  be  parted  without 
:c  Their  oblique  infinuation  of  treaties  formed  by  the 
ed  States  militating  with  that  before  contracted  with  this  re- 
ic,  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  repel  in  the  rrioft  decided  and  ex- 
:  manner.  Their  aflertion  of  numerous  fervicet  rendered  by 
republic  to  the  American  nation  authorized  the  reference  in 
infwer  to  the  reciprocal  fervices  and  common  utilhy,  upon  „ 
h,  I  conceived  the  engagements  between  the  two  nations  to 
Kinded.  As  they  very  clearly  hint  a  wifli,  that  the  United 
6  fliould  violate  forae  treaty  concluded  after  that  with  the 
ri*u  republic,  and  make  a  common  caufe  with  them  an4 
ce,  I  thought  the  honour  and  dignity  of  my  country  and  its 
rument  required  an  explicit  declaration  in  anfwer,  that  they 
d inviolably  maintain  their  engagements  with  all  other  nations 
ithfally  as  with  this.  But  I  did  not  think  it  neceflary,  though 
ight  have  been  not  unfair,  to  obferve,  that  their  propofal  of 
exuqon  caufe  to  be  made  with  the  French  republic,  could  not 
lade  by  them  without  her  concurrence,  or  that  the  energy 
k  they  would  infill  upon  for  the  prote&ion  of  their  property 
cnerican  veflfels,  would  be  unneceffary  if  it  were  efficacioufly  - 
-eyed  in  giving  fecurity  to  the  navigation  of  their  own  flag, 
tay  be  mentioned  here,  that  the  American  flag  is  not  the  only 
for  the  honour  of  which  thefe  gentlemen  have  taken  To  deep 
(6  generous  a  concern.  They,  'fome  time  fince,  interefted 
ifelvec  in  a  fimilar  manner  for  the  honour  of  the  Danifh 
ralily,  until  they  were  given  to  underhand  by  the  Count 
lernftprff,  that  the  government  of  Denmark  was  the  proper 
e  of  its  own  honour,  and  was  not  difpofed  to  liften  to  their 
gallons  upon  its  concerns  with  other  nations.  "" 


No.  XII. 

aft  of  a  Letter  from  the  CommiJJion  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the 
liWian  National  Affembly,  to  the  Minifter  Rejtdent  of  the.  United 
We*  of  America)  dated  Hague,  27/A  September,  1796. 

FE  cannot  let  the  prefent  opportunity  pafs  without  requeft- 
you  to  ftate  to  your  government,  how  ufeful  it  would  be  to 
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the  interefts  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  republics,  that  the 
United  States  ihould  at  laft  feriouily  take  to  heart  the  n umber lcff 
infuhs  ilaily  committed  on  their  flag  by  the  Englilh  ;  to  reprefent' 
to  them,  that  when  circumftances  oblige  our  commerce  to  confide 
its  interefts  to  the  neutral  flag  of  American  veflels,  it  has  a  juft 
right  to  infift  that  that  flag  be  protected  with  energy,  and  that  it 
be  not  infill  led  at  the  expenfe  of  a  friendly  and  allied  nation. 
Deign  to  recall  to  the  remembrance  of  the  nation  of  which  you 
are  minifter,  that  the  numerous  fervices  which  our  republic  has 
rendered  to  it,  our  reciprocal  relations,  as  well  as  mutual  utility, 
imperioufly  require  that  it  fhould  ceafe  to  view  with  indifference 
the  manner  in  which  the  Englifh  act:,  who  carry  off  with  im- 
punity from  on  board  American  vciTcls  the  property  of  Bat  avians. 
Lead  them  to  perceive  that  reafons  of  convenience,  treaties  con- 
cluded fubfequent  to  that  with  the  Batavian  republic,  cannot 
change  or  aimui  a  treaty  formally  concluded  and  ratified  between 
our  two  nations,  between  two  nations  who  have  equally  fufrered 
from  the  arrogance  and  defpotifm  on  the  feas  of  proud  Albion: 
in  a  word,  between  two  nations,  who  making  common  caufe  with  the. 
French  republic,  and  governing  themfelves  by  the  imprefcriptihle 
rights  of  nature  .and  of  men,  may  render  to  the  two  hemifphercs 
a  peace  for  which  humanity  languifhes. 


No.  XIII. 

Extracl  of  a  Letter  from  John  Qi'nicy  Adams,  Efq.  Minijler  Ref: 
dent  of  the  United  States  at  the  Hague ,  to  the  Co.-.imittee  of  Foreign 
Relations  of  the  National  Bat  avian  Afjemblyy  dated  Oclober  31^, 
1796. 

.  I  SHALL  not  fail  to  tranfmit  alfo  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  the  other  observations  which  you  have  thought 
proper  to  make  to  me  on  this  occafion.  It  does  not  belong  to  me 
to  judge  with  what  fentiments  it  will  view  that  part  of  your  letter 
in  which  you  complain  of  the  feizure  ot  Dutch  property  on  board 
American  veflels,  when  it  compares  it  with  the  other  part  where 
you  fuppofe  that  the  quality,  neceiikry  to  procure  the  protection  of 
the  American  flag  for  the  lading  of  a  vciTel,  did  not  exift ;  becaufe 
the  lading  appeared  to  you  to  be  French  property.  But  you 
yourfelf  on  reflection  will,  I  hope,  be  convinced,  ,that  thefe  two 
claims  are  not  eafy  to  be  reconciled. 

But  I  will  take  upon  myfelf,  Citizens,  to  aflure  you,  that  it  is 
unneceflary  to  remind  the  nation,  whofe  minifter  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  that  "  reafons  of  convenience,  or  treaties  pofterior 
to  that  concluded  with  the  Batavian  republic,  cannot  deftroy  or 
annul  that  treaty. "  I  can  anfwer  beforehand,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  perfectly  fenfible  of  this  truth,  and 

has  always  conducted  itfelf  agreeably  to  the  principles  on  which," 

it 
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'It  is  founded.  In  all  pofterior  engagements  tt  has  referved  to  itfetf 
the  power  of  fulfilling  all  prior  ones ;  it  will  ever  fulfil  thofe 
tyhich  reciprocal  utility  ana  fervices  have  caufed  it  to  contrail 
\f  ilh  the  Batavian  republic  ;  and  while  it  religioufly  obferves  all 

/the  obligations  of  its  treaties  with  other  'nations*  it  will,  in  like 
ruanner*  obferve  all  thofe  which  you  have  a  right  to  demand 
from  it. 


*M*MM^« 


No.  XIV. 

JBxtracl  of  a  Letter  from  John  Q.  Adams,  Efq*  Minifter  Refident  if 
• '  the  Untied  States  at  the  Hague,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
r     thi  Hague,  February  ijth,  1797. 

THE  neutrality  of  every  other  nation  is  as  little  refpefted  by 
^fhe  French  government  as  that  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
"Recently  propofed  to  Denmark  to  (hut  up  the  mputh  of  the  Elbe 
'sgqtinft  all  Britifli  veffels. 

No.  XV. 

ixtratl  tf  a  Letter  from  Rufas  King,  Efq.  MlntRer  Plenipotentiary 
ef  the  United  States,  dated  at  London,  12th  March,  1797,  and 
addrejfed  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 

MR.  Adams  will  inform  you  from  the  Hague  of  what  is 
palling  in  that  quarter ;  but  led  his  opportunities  of  writing 
Should  be  lefs  frequent  than  mine,  it  may  be  proper  to  date,  that 
'I  have  reafon  to  believe,  though  the  French  government  aflign 
.  our  treaty  with  England  as  the  caufe  of  their  maritime  conduct 
towards  us,  that  they  have  recently  demanded  of  Hamburgh  and 
Bremen  to  fufpend  all  commerce  with  England.  Thefe  cities 
have  not  yet  complied,  and  the  French  minifter  has  been  recalled 
from  Hamburgh.  The  fame  demand  has  been  made  at  Copenhagen, 
end  the  refufafhas  produced  a  (harp  diplomatic  controverfy.  Thefe 
powers  have  made  no  late  treaties  with  England. 


No.  XVI. 

fatter  from  the  ATwiJier  of  Spain  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
"      '       4  6th  May,  1797. 

Sir, 

THE  King  my  mailer,  defirous  of  drawing  clofer  the  con- 
Hfxions  of  friendibip  and  good  correfpondence  already  fubfifting 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  concluded  with  them  on  the 
jaitb  of  O&ober,  1795,  a  treaty  di&ated  by  the  moft  generous  prin- 
Cjp}p£-»-opening  Jo  the  Americans  the  navigation  of  the  Midi  fippi 
Ito  the  ocean,  and  ceding  to  the  United  States  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  territory,  by  agreeing  to  draw  a  line  of  demarcation  be» 
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twccn  the  poflbflions  of  both  parties.     Equally  animated  iy  trtf 
defirc  of  diminifhing,    for  humanity,    the   horrors  of  wai,   Ke 
adopted  the  liberal  principle,  that  free  (hips  (hall  make  free  goods. 
This  ftipulation  was  in  reality  an  incalculable  advantage  to  tho 
American  citizens,  who,  by  the  extenfion  of  their  navigation ^ 
the  geographical  fi tuation  of  their  country,  and  the  nature  o"i 
their  political  connexions  at  that  cpocha,  prormfed  a  neutralit  ~~ 
as  advantageous  as  durable.   At  the  fame  time  his  Majefty  agreed 
by  the  faid  treaty,  that  articles  neceifary  for  the  conftjnadUon  aftr  -4 
repair  of  velTels  fhould  not  be  deemed  contraband.     In  a  w 
the  concetfions   on  the  part  of  Spain,  for  cementing  a  fi 
union  between  both  nations,  were  fuch,  that  the  treaty  was 
ceived  throughout  the  United  States  with  enthufiafm,  and  wi 
the  molt  evident  marks  of  general  approbation.     In  thefeci 
cumftanccs,  the   King  my  matter,  who  had  fo  efficacioufly 
danced  the  intercfts  of  America,  promifed  himfelf,  by  the 
of  a  good  correfpondence,  as  facred  among  nations  as  between  x 
individuals,  that  the  United  States  at  leaff  would  not  contribo  ^c 
to  the  injury  of  Spain, 

What  fhould  be  the  furprife  of  his  Majefty,  on  knowing  th^^ 
this  country  had  contracted  engagements  whh  England  prejudicr^d 
to  his  rights,  and  to  the  iritcrefts  of  his  fubje&s,  nearly  at  tt"*^ 
fame  time  in  which,  with  fo  much  liberality,  he  was  giving.^0 
the  United  States  the  molt  {hiking  proofs  of  the  molt  fince^^ 
friend  fhip  r 

Upon  the  whole,  the   King  my  mafter,  well  perfuadfed  A^*J 
England,    in    her  treaty    with   America,  had  furprifed  the  goc^^* 
faith  of  the  federal  government,  refcrved  to  himfelf  to  make, 
a  proper  opportunity,  the  necettary  reprcfentations ;  not  doubtir* 
but  that  the  equity  of  the   United  States  would  place  Spain,  ^- 
relation  to  other  powers,  upon  that  footing  of  equality  witho" 
which  the  neutrality  adopted  by  America  would  exift  only  in  a 


pearance,  and  be  purely  nominal.    But  experiencing, fince  the  d^^' 
claration   of  the   war  again  ft   Great   Britain,    injuries  and  ev^  ■*- 
which   he  had  forefeen  from  the  moment  he  was  informed  of  t! 
Englifh  treaty,  he  finds  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  anticipate 
this  ftep,  and  therefore  has  ordered  me  to  make  to  this  gove 
ment,  through  you,  the  following  obfervations :—  ^^^ 

By  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  his  Majef^  ^ 
and  the  United  States,  it   is  ftrpulated,  that 'the  fubje&s  of  t^^ 
King,  and  the  American  citizens,  may  navigate  with  their veff5^^, 
and  cargoes  freely  to  all  the  ports  except   fuch  as  are  declaf^^L 
blockaded,    making   the    neutral  flags    fecure   the    goods  whl^^-11 
they  may  have  on  board  \  fo  that  they  cannot  be  feized  ev^* 
though  they  fhould  belong  to  an  enemy.     His  Majefty  haftetx^r^ 
with  pleafurc  to  adopt  a  principle  fo  uleful  to  humanity,  although"1' 
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the  rcafons  hinted  above,  it  was  to  operate  rhore  advantageoufly 
le  American  citizens  than  to  his  fubjedrs. 
[is  Majefty  ought  to  have  expected^  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
a  /government,  difpofitions  equally  friendly;  and  as  their 
>tion  would  not  prove  injurious  to  thofe  powers  who  (hould 
jlifh  them,  that  this  fhould  form  a  general  rule  in  all  their 
igements  of  a  like  nature  :  but,  unfortunately,  the  17th  article 
he  Englifh  treaty  has  diffipated  this  agreeable  hope,  for  it  not 
•  permits  Englifh  vefTels  to  take  and  carry  into  port  thofe  of 
erica,  upon  the  arbitrary  ground  of  fufpicion,but  alfo  to  take  and 
e  enemy  property  or  merchamlife  found  under  the  American 
In  fhort,  the  principle,  that  free  /hips  make  free  goods,  was 

deftroyed ;  and  his  Mfajefty  is  reduced  to  the  difadvantageous 
Ltion  of  feeing  the  property  of  his  fubjefls  feized  with  im- 
iry,  under  the  fafeguard  of  neutrality,  whilft  a  ftate  of  war 
ires  that  his  fquadrons  and  fhips  fhould  refpedfc  Englifh-pro- 
r  on  board  of  American  vcfiels.     Can  it  then  be  fuppofed, 

good  faith,  that  the  King  intended  voluntarily  to  go  into  a 
lation,  the  obfervance  of  which  (hould  require  from  his  fub- 
:  nothing  but  detriment  and  injury  ?  An  adherence  to  the 
~iple  adopted  by  the  King  implicitly  led  him  to  a  reciprocity 
ilete  in  all  its  circumftances. 

or  are  the  injuries  to  Spain,  arifing  out  of  the  18th  article  of 
reaty  with  Great  Britain,  lefs  palpable  ;  from  it,  like  the 
uiing,  arife  great  lofles  to  the  Anierican  navigation  ;  but  the 
iges  which  the  fubjecls  of  the  King  and  his  royal  fervice  ex- 
:kice  are  ftill  of  much  greater  confideration.  By  that  article 
and  and  the  United  States  agree,  that  timber  for  fhip-building, 
r.ofin,  copper  in  fheets,  fails,  hemp,  cordage,  and  generally 
rcver  may  ferve  dire&ly  to  the  equipment  of  veflels,  fhall  be 
Lied  contraband.  In  the  16th  article  of  the  treaty  with 
f\j  after  enumerating  thofe  articles  which  (hould  be  deemed 
%  it  is  ftipulated,  that  all  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar, 
1,  ropes,  cables,  fails,  fail-cloth,  anchors,  wood  of  all  kinds, 
all  other  things  proper  for  the  conftrudion  and  repair  of  vef- 

ihall  be  looked  upon  asarticles  of  free  commerce.  What, 
,  is  the  confequence  of  thefe  contradictory  ftipulations  ?  Is 
pt  abandoning  to  England  the  exclufive  commerce  of  naval 
s?  And  is  it  not  giving  her,  in  a  maritime  war  like  the 
>nt,  a  powerful  arm,  which  fhe  ufes  to.  the  injury  of  Spain, 
ft  the  latter  mud  fuffer  from  avarice,  or  the  high  price  of  an 
le  to  her  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  ?  You  will  fay  in  reply,  that 
1  entered  voluntarily  into  thefe  ftipulations  ;  but  could  it  ever 

been  expe&ed,  that  America  would  have  made,  almpft  at 
fame  moment,  fuch,  on  her  part,  as  fhould  caufe  the  King 
ttaftcr  to  repent  of  his  generofity  and  great  beneficence  ? 

3  B  a  In  ^ 
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In  the  preamble  to  the  Spanifh  treaty,  its  objeA  is  faid  to  be 
for  the  mutual  advantage  and  reciprocal  utility  of  both  countries: . 
I  leave  you  to  determine  what  advantages  either  Spain  or  America 
can  derive  from  the  15th  and  i6th  articles  of  their  treaty,  whilft  . 
thofe  of  the   17th  and  18th  of  the  Englifh  treaty  remain  in  full' 
force. 

Thus  far  I  have  reprefented  merely  the  injury  done  to  the  in- 
tcrefts  of  Spain  ;  but  I  (hall  now  date  to  you  a  point  in  which 
her  rights  are  efientially  concerned  ;  I  mean  the  navigation  of 
the  Mhlifippi. 

The  juft  ground  upon  which  Spain  refilled  to  acknowledge  the 
mutual  and  illegal  ceflion  which   England  made  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  3d  September,  1783,' of 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi  to  the  ocean  ;  the  neceflity 
in  which  America  has  found  herfelf  of  recurring  to  a  fpecial 
treaty  with  Spain  for  obtaining  it,  and  above  all,  the  tenour  of  the 
4th  article  of  the  faid  treaty,  in  which  it  is  agreed,  that  the  free 
navigation  of  the  faid  river  to  the  ocean  belongs  exejujhuety  to  the 
fubje&s  of  the  King  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
had  given  his  Majefty  reafon  to  believe  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment, by  this  (lipulation,  annulled,  as  illegal,  the  claim  which 
it  had  made  with  England,  as  to  this  point,  in  the  8th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1 783.     But  his  Majefty  has  feen  with  equal  furprifc, 
that  the  United  States  not  only  pretend  to  confirm  that  right  to 
England  by  the  3d  article  of  their  commercial  treaty,  but  that 
they  have  fince  the  conclufion  of  that  with  Spain,  in  which  the 
navigation  of  the  Miflifippi  is  confined  exclujively  to  the  Spaniards 
and  Americans,  agreed  to  the  explanatory  article  figned  here  by 
yourfclf  and  the  Englifh  charge  cLs  affaires,  Mr.  Bond,  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1796,  in  which  it  is  declared,  That  no  other  fifth* 
tion  or  treaty  concluded  Jince  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties  with 
any  other  power  or  nation,  is  underjlood  in  any  manner  to  derogate 
from  the  right  to  the  free  communication  and  commerce  guaranteed  hf 
thejd  article  of  the  treaty  to  the  fubj efts  of  his  Britannic  Majefy* 

The  King  my  maftcr  finds  fo  much  the  more  difficulty  in  re- 
conciling this  (lipulation  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Mifli- 
fippi in  article  3d  of  the  Englifh  treaty,  confirmed  by  theexpla- 
natory  article  or  the  4th  of  May,  with  the  4th  article  of  that 
with  Spain,  as  on  examining  the  original  right  of  England  none  is 
found  to  cxift,  and  the  United  States  alone  hold  that  which  Spain 
ceded  in  the  faid  article  of  the  treaty  with  them*  In  order  to 
convince  you  of  this,  let  us  examine  the  ftipulations  of  the  for- 
mer treaties ;  from  which  I  give  the  following  extract : 

By  the  6th  article  of  the  preliminary  treaty,  made  on  the  3d  of 
November,  1762,  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  by 
the  definitive  treaty,  figned  on  the  10th  of  February,  1763,  it  is 
ftipulated,  that  all  that  part  of  Louifiana  fituated  on  the  eaft  of 
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€hc  Miflifippi,   excepting  New  Orleans  and  its  dependencies, 
lhould.be long  to  Great  Britain. 

By  the  8th  article  of  the  provifional  treaty,  concluded  between 
the  United  States  qf  America  and  Great  Britain,  on  the  30th  of! 
November,  1782,  and  the  definitive  treaty,  figned  on  the  3d  of 
September,  17S3,  it  is  ftated,  that  the  navigation  of  the  Miffifip- 
pi,  from  it?  fource  to  the  ocean,  ihall  for  ever  remain  and  be  free 
to  the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

By.  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  between 
Spain  and  England,  and  the  definitive  treaty  figned  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1783,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  Spain  all  Eaft  and  weft 
Florida ;  which  two  provinces  were  the  only  territory  that  that 
riation  had  remaining  in  this  part  of  the  continent. 

In  the  5th  article,  in  which  this  ceflion  is  ftipulated,  not  a 
fingle  word  is  faid  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi,  nor 
do  the  other  articles  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubje<St. 

When  England  figned  thefe  preliminary  articles  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  1782,  Great  Britain  Jlill  held  all 
the  right  to  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  becaufe  then  (he  had  not  ceded 
forever  thofe  provinces  to  Spain,  as  is  proved  afterwards  by  the 
treaty  of  1783,  and  without  the  leaft  mention  therein  of  the 
Miflifippi. 

Therefore  England,  having  ceded  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  in 
1783,  and  not  having  referved  the  right  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Miflifippi,  of  courfe  loft  it  entirely  when  ftie  made  Spain  miftrefs 
of  the  two  banks;, 

The  only  right  which  the  United  States  had  in  the  navigation 
of  that  river  was  founded  on  the  ftipulations  derived  from  Eng- 
land :  but  having  changed  their  political  exigence  by  the  decla- 
ration of  their  independence,  and  having  by  this  ad  feparated 
their  intercfts  from  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  the  liberty  of  navi- 
gating the  Miflifippi  did  not  follow  to  the  United  States,  but  by 
a  fpecial  treaty,  which  has  juft  been  concluded  between  Spain  and 
this  country. 

So  far  good.  How  can  the  United  States,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  Spain,  cede  to  England  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mif- 
fifippi,  which  is  granted  only  to  tbemfelvcs  ?  And  in  virtue  of 
what  privilege  can  the  federal  government  give  the  navigation  of 
this  river  to  a  nation,  who  has  renounced  all  her  rights  through 
"  the. medium  of  folemn  treaties,  and  who  not  only  does  not  hold  a 
fingle  port,  but  alfo  does  not  poflefs  a  fingle  inch  of  land  on  its 
banks? 

Thisfimple  expofition,  in  corrjunSion  with  the  opinion  of  ail 
jurifts,  that  the  navigation  of  rivers  naturally  belongs  to  hirr 
poflefles  the  two  banks,  evidently  manifefts  the  injury  done 
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rights  of  Spain,  in  the  3d   article  of  the  Engliffi  treaty,  and  the 
explanatory  article,  figned  on  the  4th  of  May,   1796. 

The  King  of  Spain,  defirous  of  preferving  the  beft  harmony 
and  friendfhip  with  this  country,  as  protector  of  the  interefts  of 
his  fubje&s,  has  ordered  me  to  reprefent  to  this  government  what 
I  have  juft  mentioned ;'  and  his  Majefty,  relying  upon  the  equity 
cf  his  .demands,  hopes  that  the  United  States,  animated  by  the 
fame  fentiments,  will  come  to  a  compofition,  which,  without 
injuring  the  American  citizens,  lhall  allure  the  happinefs  of  his 
fubje&s,  and  guard  the  rights  of  his  fovercignty. 

I  with  pleafure  embrace  this  opportunity  of  renewing  my 
wifhes  to  ferve  yoiry  and  that  God  may  preferve  your  life  many 
years. 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Carlos  Martinez  De  Yrujq. 

Timothy  Pickering)  Efq. 

Secretary  of  ^tate, 
Philadelphia ,  6th  May,  17*97. 

Faithfully  translated  from  the  original  by 
George  Taylor,  jun. 


No.  XVII. 


Litter  fi  om  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minifter  of  his  Catholic 

Majejiy,  dated  May  17,    1797. 

Sir,  Department  cf  State >  Philadelphia,  May  17 ,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  6th  inftant,  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States.  It  contains  three  fubje&s  of  complaint,  as 
arifing  out  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

1.  That  the  principle  that  free  Jhips  make  free  goods,  is  thereby 
deltroyed;  the  17th  article  not  only  permitting  Lnglifh  veffels  to 
take  and  carry  into  port  thofe  of  America,  upon  the  arbitrary 
ground  of  fufpicion,  but  alfo  to  take  and  feize  enemies  property 
or  merchandife  found  under  the  American  flag. 

2.  That  by  the  18th  article  of  that  treaty,  timber  for  (hip- 
building,  tar,  rolin,  copper  in  lheets,  fails,,  hemp  and  cordage, 
and  generally  whatever  may  ferve  directly  to  the  equipment  of 
veifcls,  are  declared  contraband. 

3.  That  by  the  3d  article  of  that  treaty,  and  the  explanatory 
article  added  thereto,  the  United  States  have  ceded  and  confirmed 
to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  navigating  the  river  Miffifippi ;  a 

right 
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ich  you  fay  the  United  States  themfelves..  acquired  only  by 
their  treaty  with  Spain. 

letter  alfo  contains  various  intimations,  which,  in  con- 
vith  thefe  three  topics  of  complaint,  it  will  be  proper  for 
>tice.  , 

ery.true  that  our  treaty  with  Spain  was  received  through - 
LTnited  States  with  fatisfa&ion  and  general. approbation; 
it  clofed  a  difpute  which  had  been  pending  many  years 
the  two  countries,  by  his  Catholic  Majefly's  acceding  to 
ns  of  the  United  States  (which  they  deemed  founded  in 
•  the  free  navigation  of  the  Miffifippi,  from  its  fource  to 
n  ;  and  to  their  fouthern  boundary  line,  as  dcfcribed  in 
y  of  peace  of  1783,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 

We  were  alio  fatisfied  with  the  engagement  of  his 
:  Majefty  to  compenfate  our  mercantile  citizens  for  the 
ey  had  fuftained  by  the  capture  of  their  veflels  and  car- 
f  the  fubje&s  of  his  Majefty,  during  the  late  war  between 
ad  France.  All  thefe  were,  ads  of  fubftantial  juftice, 
/ere  neceflarily  approved  by  every  upright  mind.  ^All  the 
pulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  his 
:  Majefty,  were  wholly  voluntary,  and  perfe&ly  reci- 
fo  that  neither  of  tr^e  tvyo  contracting  parties  could  fay, 
f  had  granted  or  received  a  favour.  I  .make  this  obferva- 
aufe  of  the  numerous.,  intimations  in  your:  letter,  that  by 
ler  ftipulations,  benpjfi^s  and  advantages  fcid  been  granted 
Jaiholic  Majefty  to, the  United  States','  jyUhout  receiving 
ljem  any  equivalent ;  'intimations  for  .vyfric;^ we  fee.  no 
on.  .'lb  instance  irj.tW  articles  which  conftitutc  the  "two 
[ects  or  your  complaint. .  .. 

-eejhips  make  free  goods.  '  It  Islmpoflible  that  the  two  con- 
parties  fhould  ever  have  conceived  that  this  rule,  as  be- 
hemfelves,  could  have  any  operation,  except  when  oue 
war  and  the  other  ^t  peace.  The  United. States  being  in 
x  fjtuation,  have  a  right  to  carry  in  their  veflels  goods  of 
mies  of  Spain,  without  being  liable,  on?that  account,  to 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  United  States  were  at  war, 
in  at  peace,  her  fubjc&s  would  have  a  right  to  tranfport, 
veflels,  the  goods  of  our  enemies,  free,  from  capture  by 
ed  veflels  of  the  United  States.,    And. thus  this  ftipulation 
ly  equal  on  both  fides.  ... 

rif>- timber  and  naval  floret  are,  by  the  law  of  nations,  contra- 
war :— but  the  United  States  and  Spain,,  for.  tfi^ir  mutual 
agreed  to  confider  them  wsfree  goods,  in  order  that  either 
maining  at 'peace  might  fafely  continue  its  commerce  in 
tides,  even1  by  carrying  them  to  the  enemies  of  the  other, 
is  this  rule  will  operate  equally  like  the  former. 
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/ipulations  in  thcfc  two  articles,  with 
—:r  in  the  treaty  between  the  United 
.: : .   invf  aflc,  what  mould  be  the  furpnfe* 
-.-.  -  *«  knowing  of  the  latter  engagements? 
—    :   :/ofe  ftipulations  were  liberal  on  the 
z     »«  a  ike  liberal  on  the  part  of  the  United 
r«    *-n  pcrfeftly  reciprocal ;  permit  me  to  fay, 
„  ^     *r  •*  *  :h  Great  Britain  do  not  appear  to  offer 
.:-  *  i,"  on  the  part  of  his  Catholic  Majefty; 
t...     ••   rid  feen,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
•-*.     -.^   ::eadily  Great  Britain  pcrfifted,  in  oppofi- 
-  ^arss  of  all  the  maritime  powers,  to  maintain  her 
•>e    aw  of  nations,  to  capture  enemies  property,  and 
-.    «-*•&."  Jliretf   as  contraband,    in   neutral  Jblps.    His 
•*    -::  seen  in  the  prefent  war,  in  which  he  was  for  a 
-     »  :h  Great  Britain  againft  France,  that  Great  Bri- 
.  .•;  to  avow  ar;d  pra&ife  upon  the  fame  principles. 
.*      *  -    .-rt  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  conduft 
^ "?u  >  rain,  and  while  (he  was  ftill  engaged  in  the  war  with 
%.<«••"•  ^r.:ch  fte  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured  to  deprive  of  timber 
^.v  T-'ii  :*:cres,  and  whofe  mercantile  fhipping  was  greatly  re- 
jtw?;.  cwd  his  Catholic  Majefty  expe£t  that  Great  Britain  would 
%  rcv.v.h  her  legal  rights  to  a  nation  (the  United  States),  which 
istx-rided  in  materials  for   building  and  equipping  fhips,  and 
v-fcc*:*?  veflels,  adapted  to  the  carrying  trade,  traverfed  every  fa, 
ar.d  \iiitcd  every  quarter  of  the  globe?    You  fcem   to  imagine 
there  is  the  more  reafon  for  "  furprife,"  becaufe,  as  you  fay,  the 
engagements  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  were 
contra&ed  "  nearly  at  the  fame  time"—"  almoft  at  the  fame 
moment,"  with  our  ftipulations  with  his  Catholic  Majefty.    But 
allow  mc  to  bring  to  your  recolleftion  the  periods  when  thefe  dif- 
ferent treaties  were  formed :  that  with  Great  Britain  was  con- 
cluded on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1794;  that  with  Spain,  on 
the  27th  of  October,    1795.     Further,    the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  was  publilhed  in  Philadelphia  on  the  firtt  day  of  July, 
i~gc\  almoft  four  months  before  the  treaty  with   his  Catholic 
Majefty  w»s  concluded,  and  nearly  ten  months  before  it  received 
his  ratification,  at  which  time  (Spain  and  the  United  States  being 
then  at  peace  with  all  the  world)  it  docs  not  appear  that  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  found  the   fmalleft  difficulty  in  giving  his  final 
fanflion  to  his  treaty  with  the  United  States,  on  account  of  their 
prior  treaty  with  Great  Britain.    Moreover,  Mr.  Thomas  Pinck* 
nCy,  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  Spain,  being  privy  to  the 
vhole  negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  and  perfectly  acquainted 
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with  every  article  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted, 
that  he  communicated  to  the  Prince  of  Peace  every  information 
concerning  it  which  had  any  relation  to  his  negotiation  with 
Spain.  The  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  cafes  of  captures  of  Ame- 
\  *ican  veflels,  is  precifely  the  fame  in  both  treaties,  and  the  moR 

•  material  expreflions  in  the  7th  article  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  arc 
copied  into  the  21ft  of  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

I  am  now  to  confider  your  third  complaint:  that  relating  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Miflifippi. 

You  enter  into  an   examination  of  the  right  of  the  United 

States  to  this  navigation,  and  draw  this  conclufion :  that  their 

['  right  is  derived  folelyfrom  the  ceffion  of  bis  Catholic  Mcjejly,  by  the 

•  particle  of  his  treaty  with  the  United  States:  hence  you  are  inr 
\  doced  to  afk,  "  How  can  the  United  States,  without  the  confent 
\  of  Spain,  cede  to  England  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mitfiiippj,  ^ 

.which  is  granted  only  to  thcmfelves  ?"—  If,  Sir,  your  ftatcment 
*is^correft,  there  could  be  no  queftion  in  the  cafe.  If  the  light 
f'Pf  tjhe  United  States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi  originated 
I  &  their  treaty  with  Spain,  which  was  concluded  on  the  27th  of 
b  .Prober,  1795,  it  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that  .they  coiild 

W>t  have  granted  the  right  of  that  navigation  to  Great  Britain  oh 

)Kfc    39th  of  November,   1794. 

'  But  I  might  deny  that  the  United  States  ever  granted  the  right 
■  Jff  navigating  the  Miflifippi  to  Great  Britain.  A  recurrence  to 
/-ftfc  treaties  to  which  you  refer,  will  prove  that  (he  pofeifed  that 
i  tight  by  the  peace  of  1763  ;  and  that  (he  has  never  formally  re- 
:-W^uiffied  it.  I  do  not,  indeed,  conceive  the  inquiry  eflential  to 
\  fl»e  fubjed  of  your  prefent  complaint ;  but  as  you  have  thought 
:  J&.*C  go  into  it,,  you  will  allow  me  to  follow  you. 
!■   ,.By  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  the  10th  of  Fe- 

fauary,  1763,  France,  then  pcflefled  of  Louifiana,  ceded  to 
!  yreat  Britain  all  her  pofleflions  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Miflifippi, 
-.  ^feept  the  town  and  ifland  of  New  Orleans.  And  it  was  like- 
.,  wife  ftipulated,  "  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Miflifippi  (hall 

Wf  Equally  free,  as  well  to  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  as  to 
s-  yk6f$of  France,  in  its  whole  length  and  breadth,  from  its  fonrcet 
'.  •?.  the  Tea,  and  exprefsly  that  part  which  is  between  the  faid 
y  raaiul  of  New  Orleans  and  the  right  bank  of  that  river,  as  well  as 
£.  "Us  paflage  both  in  and  out  pf  its  mouth."  The  people  of  the 
^  United  States  being  then  fubje&s  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
t  'fty"°f  cotirfe  participated  in  the  right  of  navigating  the  river 

Miflifippi :  and  by  the  8th-article  of  the  provifional  treaty  between 
.    ^United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  the  30th  of  No- 

^^b^r,   1782,  and  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  the 

™ird  of  September,  1783,  this  right  was  confirmed;  it  being 
fjfffi^fa'  ftipulated,  that  "  the  navigation  of  the  river  Miflifippi, 
*f**txi -fa  fource  to  the  ocean,  fhall  for  ever  remain  free  and  open? 
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to  the  iubje&s  q/  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
State*.** 

By  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Spain  and  Great 
Britain,  concluded  the  3d  of  September,  1783,  the  latter  ceded  to 
Spain  "  Eaft  Florida,  as  alfo  Weft  Florida ;"  but  the  riwf 
Miflifippi,  as  you  obferve,  is  not  even  mentioned  in  the  treaty. 
What  is  the  juft  inference  from  this  circumftance  ?  The  United 
States  need  not  decide.  Doubtlefs  Great  Britain  conceived  it  im- 
portant to  hold  a  right  to  the  navigation  of  it ;  and  all  parties,  at 
that  time,  certainly  fuppofed  that  parts  of  her  territories  joined  its 
eaftern  fide,  and  probably  no  one  can  now  fay  they  do  not.  But, 
however  this  file  nee  with  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mifli- 
fippi, in  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  maybe 
COnftrued  ;  whether  the  latter,  by  not  referving,  is  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  relinquijhing  her  right  to  it ;  or  by  not  exprefsly  relinquijk' 
ing9  is  to  be  underftood  to  retain  it ;  it  is  proper  to  confider  the 
nature  and  effeft  of  the  ftipulations  on  this  fubjefi,  Between  ha 
and  the  United  States. 

When  peace  was  made  between  the  two  powers  in  1783,  both 
were  entitled  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi:  and  both 
defiring  to  preferve  this  right,  they  mutually  ftipulated  for  fa 
continuance  ;  but  neither  is  pledged  to  maintain  it  for  the  other; 
though  each  is  bound  not  to  interrupt  the  other  in  the  exercifcof 
that  right.  The  treaty  of  London,  concluded  on  the  19th  of  No* 
vembei,  1794,  contains,  as  to  this  point,  no  new  grant  on  either 
fide;  but  their  refpe&ive  rights  are  recog::iJed\  it  being  declared^ 
in  the  3d  article,  that  "  the  river  Miflifippi  (hall,  according  tolk 
treaty  of  peace,  be  entirely  open  to  both  parties."  Had  this  declara- 
tion been  wholly  omitted,  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Miflifippi  would  have  been  neither  increafed  nor  di- 
minifbed.  But  becaufe  the  4th  article  of  the  fubfequent  treaty 
with  Spain  excited  fome  apprehenfions  in  Great  Britain  that  it 
might  countenance  an  attempt  to  exclude  her  from  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Miflifippi,  the  explanatory  article  which  you  mention 
was  formed,  declaring,  That  no  ftipulations  in  any  treaty  fubfe- 

5[uently  concluded  by  either  party,  can  be  underftood  to  derogate 
irom  the  rights  of  free  intercourfe  and  commerce,  fecured  by  the 
faid  3d  article  to  the  fubje£ts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  to. 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates.  The  4th  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain  received  its  peculiar  form  with  the  defignthat 
it  might  not  derogate  from  the  prior  ftipulations  of  the  United 
States  with  Great  Britain.  And  this,  as  1  fhall  prefehtly  (ho* 
you,  was  perfectly  underftood  by  the  government  of  Spain.  And 
let  me  aflure  you,  that  the  federal  government  no  more  feeks  the 
excufe,  than  it  merits  the  imputation,  "  that  England,  by  her 
treaty  with  America,  h&d  furpr ij edits  good  faith." 

In  difcufling  their  refpe&ive  proje#$  of  a  treaty,  it  appeal 
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it  the  Prince  of  Peace,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  propofed  that 
r.  Pinckney,  on  the  part  of.  the  United  States,  (hould  enter 
o  a  ftipulation  which  would  have  gone  to  the  exclufion  of 
eat  Britain  from  the  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi,  To  this 
je€t  Mr.  Pinckney  returned  the  following  anfwer:  „ 
'  The  words  *  alone'  and  c  exclu  lively*  (hould  be  omitted  ;  for 
tin  could  fcarcely  confide  in  the  good  faith  of  the  United 
tes,  or  in  the  convention  which  lhe  is  about  to  conclude, with 
m,  if  they  agreed  to  an  article  which  would  be  an  infraction 
a  treaty  previoufly  concluded;  for  by  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
Sen  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  in  1783* 
s  ftipulated  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  Miflifippi  fhall  con- 
ire  free  to  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  citizens  of 
United  States." 

Here,  Sir,  you  fee  that  the  federal  government,  far  from 
jiving  his  Catholic  Majefty  (as  you  fugged)  reifon  to  believe 
t  they  had  annulled,  as  illegal,  the  claim  which  they  had  made 
th  .England,  as  to  this  point,  in  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Bjj,"  exprefsly  declared,  that  the  attempt  would  be  a  violation 
the  good  faith  of  the  United  States  pledged  to  Great  Britain  in 
it  treaty. 

To  get  rid  of  the  embarraflment,  the  particular  form  of  ex- 
iffion  which  we  find  in  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain 
is  adopted.  You  will  obferve,  Sir,  that  this,  like  every  other 
ity,  contains,  generally,  the  joint  ftipulaf  ions  of.  the  contracting* 
tties.  Such  is  the  ftipulation  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
the  beginning  of  the  4th  article :  "  It  is  likewife  agreed,  that 
*  weftern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  which  feparates  them 
>m  the  Spanifti  colony  of  Louifiana,  is  in^  the  middle  of  the 
wnel  or  bed  of  the  river  Miflifippi,  from  the  northern  boun- 
ty of  the  faid  ftates,  to  the  completion  of  the  thirty-firft  degree' 
latitude  north  of  the  equator."  Then  follows  the  claufe  reC' 
&ing  the  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi.  "  And  bis  Catholic 
tyjty  has  likewife  agreed,  that  the  navigation  of  the  faid 
er,  in  its  whole  breadth,  from  its  fource  to  the  ocean,  (hall  be 
c  only  to  his  fubjeds  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
left  he  (hould  extend  this  privilege  to  the  fubje&s  of  other 
were  by  fpecial  convention.*  Here  Spain  is  the  fole party  to  the 
hiding  claufe.  And  the  21ft  article  of  the  treaty  preients  a  fimin 
inftance  of  a  joint  and  feparate  ftipulation.  The  two  con- 
fiing  parties  jointly  agree  on  the  mode  of  adjufting  the  claims 
American  citizens  for  the  lofles  they  had  fuftained  from  the 
wore  of  their  veflcls  by  the  fubjeds  of  Spain:  and  then  "  hit 
tholic  Majefty  undertakes  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  paid."  Now 
night,  with  as  much  propriety,  be  affirmed,  that  the  United 
tift  are,  by  this  claufe,  bound  to  contribute  (and  eaually  with 
Catholic  Majefty)  to  thofe  payments,  as  be  inferred  frgj 
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the  ieclaration  of  Tils  Catholic  Majefty  Jingly,  in  the  4th  article, 
relative  to  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi,  that  the 
United  States  have  thereby  engaged  to  exclude  from  it  the  fubje&s 
of  Great  Britain. 

The  limple  fa£t  is,  that  the  United  States  were  contending 
with  Spain  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi  for  themfehes\ 
and  by  this  claufe  in  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  their  claim  was 
admitted.  Any  declaration  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  alone,  to  ex- 
clude other  nations,  was  to  them  quite  immaterial. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  anfwered  to  ail  your  complaints,  and,  I  hope, 
fatisfa&orily.  The  United  States,  equally  with  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty, are  defirous  of  prcferving  the  bell  harmony  between  the  two 
countries  ;  and  the  American  government  will  always  be  difpofed 
to  adopt  any  proper  meafures  for  that  end. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refped,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Timothv  Pickering. 

.  The  Chevalier  de  Yrujo,  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic 
Majefly,  to  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  XVIII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  Stato, 

dated  February  1,   1797.     (No.  6.) 

Dear  Sir,  *  Paris,  February  7,  1797. 

THE  day  after  I  had  clofed  my  laft  of  the  24th  ultimo  (No.  5!, 
intelligence  was  revived  that  Buonaparte  had  obtained  a  moft 
brilliant  victory  in  Italy — that  he  had  made  twenty-three  thoufand 
Auftrian  prifoners,  killed  and  wounded  fix  thoufand,  and  had 
taken  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twenty- four  ftandards;  andtije 
day  after  the  arrival  of  this  news,  the  following  letter  was  written 
to  me  by  Mr.  Delacroix  : — 

Liberty.  Equality. 

Paris?  the   6th  Pluvlofe,  kth  }'nir  if  the  Trench  Rejull'tC) 

one  and  indivifiblc. 

...  •* 

The  Minijler  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  J ngld-Xmcricafl* 

THE  Executive  Directory  has  charged  me  to  make  known  to  yol,> 
that  not  having  obtained  f pedal  permiflion  to  refidc  at  Paris,  you3Tc 
amenable  to  the  law  which  obliges  foreigners  to  quit  the  territory 
of  the  republic.  I  had  the  honour  of  informing  you/  neartv^° 
months  ago,  by  the  principal  fecretary.of.^mytlepaEtmehtj  oftn^ 

intention* 
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tions  of  the  government  in  this  refpe& ;  I  cannot  djfpenfe 

notifying  you  of  them  to-day. 

jceive,  Sir,  the  affurances  of  my  perfefl:  confideration. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix* 

>  which  I  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

v 

"  To  the  Minijier  of  Exterior  Relations* 

"  Citizen  Minifler,  Paris,  *]th  Pfuviofe,  1797. 

I  DtD  not  receive,  until  three  o'clock  to-day,,  your  note  in 
of  the  6th  inftant,  informing  me  that  the  Dire&ory  had 
;ed  you  to  acquaint  me,  that  not  having  obtained  particular 
iflion  to  relide  at  Paris,  I  was  fubjeft  to  the  law  which 
ed  ftrangers  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic,  1  intimated 
k»  fome  time  fince,  by  the  fecretary-general  of  your  depart- 
,  and  by  Major  Rutledge,  my  fecretary,  that  I  deemed  a 
cation  of  this  fort,  in  writing,  from  you,  neceflary  previous 
y^departure.  Having  now  received  it,  I  fhall  without  delay 
ire  to  go;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  will  be  obliged  to  you 
le  neceflary  paflports  for  myfelf  and  family,  with  our  bag- 
to  quit  the  republic  in  my  way  to  Holland.  Accept, 
en  Minifter,  the  affurances  ot  my  perfeft  confideration.  .  . 
(Signed)        "Charles  Cotesworh  Pinckney." 


uld  have  made  fome  obfervation  on  being  termed  Angle* 
rican,  but  on  inquiry  I  found  it  was  cuftomary  to  callall  my 
trymen  fo,  to  diftinguifh  us  frpm  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
lingo,  and  the  other  French  Weft  India  iflands.  I  have  re- 
d  my  paflports,  and  (hall  in  two  days  At  out  for  Amfterdam. 
3w  not  what  has  occafioned  this  determination  in  the  Direc* 
after  having  permitted  me  to  remain  here  fo  long  a  time 
their  refufal  to  acknowledge  me.  You  will  judge  whether 
nfwer  of  the  Senate  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  to  the 
ient's  fpeech,  and  the  late  fuccefles  in  Italy,  have  not  con- 
d  to  occafion  it.  Mr.  Delacroix  aflured.  Major  Rutledge, 
he  afted  by  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  Dire&ory  in  this  par- 
xf  and  not  from  himfelf. 

Kir  letter  of  the  26th  of  November,  with  the  duplicate  of 
letter  of  the  5th  of  the  fame  month  (the  original  of  which 
bt  reaehed  me),  I  received  the  29th  ultimo,  and  am  happy  to 
hat  Mr.  Adet's  diforganizing  manoeuvres  have  been  treated 
ly  countrymen  in  the  manner  they  defcrved,  and  that  his 
ipt  to  divide  has  tended  to  unite  them.  I  moft  ardently  wi(h 
ive  would  banifli  all  party  diftin&ions  and  foreign  influence; 
think  and  afl  only  as  Americans.  For  all  parties  in  this 
try  unite  in  thinking,  that  we  ought  to  ad  as  if  we 
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altogether  their  dependents,  and  indebted  to-  them  folefy,  and  not 
to  our  own  exertions,  for  our  liberty  and  independence.  Hence  our 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  is  generally  execrated,  and  our  having 
/  any  Kind  of  commercial  connexion  with  that  country,  even  if  the 
treaty  had  not  been  nSade,  would,  I  believe,  have  been  difliked. 
They  wifti  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  they  look  upon 
us  as  one  of  her  beft  cuftomers,  and  to  obtain  their  objeft  they  care 
not  what  we  fuffer.  I  ffiali  write  to  you  again  as  foon  as  I 
arrive  at  Amfterdam.  Pleafe  to  direft  to  me  under  cover  to  our 
bankers  there — and  be  allured  I  am,  with  great  refpeft  and 
efteem,  my  deaf  Sir,  '•     ■ 

Youf  moft  Obedient  humble  fervant, 

Chakles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 
'  Colonel  Pickering,  Secretary  of  the  United  States. 
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Meffage  received  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  front  the  Prejid*nt9 

on  the  nth  of  june,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

T'HAVE  received  information  from  the  commiffioners  appointed* 
*  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  purfuant  to  the  third  article 
of  our  treaty  with  Spam,  that  the  running  and"  marking  of  the 
boundary  line,  between  the  colonies  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida, 
and  the  territory  of  the  United  States>  have  been  delayed  by  the 
officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  that  they  have  declared  thei* 
intention  to  maintain  his  jiiriidi&ion,  and  to  fufpend  the  with- 
drawing of  his  troops  from  military  pofts  they  occupy  within  the 
territory  of  the  United-  States,  until  the  two  governments  lhall  by 
negotiation  have  fettled  the  meaning  of  the  fecond  article  refpcdfc- 
ing  the  withdrawing  of  the  troops,  garrifons,  or  fettlements  of 
either  party,  in  the  territory  of  the  other  ;  that  is,  whether  when 
the  Spanilh  garrifons  withdraw,  they  are  to  leave  the  works 
ftariding,  or  to  demolifh  them  ;  and,  until  by  an  additional  article 
to- the  treaty,  the  real  property  of  the  inhabitants  (hall  be  fecuretf, 
and  likewife  until  the  Spanilh  officers  are  fure  the  Indians  will  be 
pacific.  The  two  firft  queftions,  if  to  be  determined  by  nego- 
tiation, might  be  made  fubjeds  of  difcuffion  for  years ;  and.  as  lid 
limitation  of  time  can  be  prefcribed  to  the  other,  a  certainty  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Spanifti  officers  that  the  Indians  will  be  pacific, 
it  will  be  impoffible  to  fuffer  it  to  remain  an  ebftacle  to  the  fulfil* 
mcnt  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Spain.  , 

To  remove  the  firft  difficulty,  I  have  determined  to  leave  it  to 
the  discretion  of  the  officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  when  they 
withdraw  his  troops  from  the  forts  within  the  territory  of  trie 
United  States,  either  to  leave  the  works- Handing,  or  to  demoli<jh 
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jthem  ;  and  to.  remove  the  fecond,  I  (hall  caufe  an  aflurance  to  be 
publiflicd,  2nd  to  be  particularly  communicated  to  the  minifter  of 
fi is  Catholic  Majefty,  and  to  the  governor  of  Louijiana,  that  the 
fettlers  or  occupants  of  the  lands  in  queftion,  (hall    not  be  dif- 
•  turbed  in  their  pofieflions  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  (hall  be  protected  ia  all  their  lawful 
claims:  and  to  prevent  ox  rciiiove  every  doubt  on  this  point,  it 
merits  the  confute  ration  of  Congrefs,  whether  it  will  not  be  ex- 
pedient immediately  to  pafs  a  law,  giving  'pofitive  aflurance  to 
thofe  inhabitants,  who  by  fair  and  regular  grants,  or  by  occu- 
pancy, have  obtained  legal  titles,  or  equitable  claims  to  lands  in 
that  country,  prior  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1796. 

This  country  is  rendered  peculiarly  valuable  by  its  inhabitants', 
who  are  reprefented  to  amount  to  nearly  four  thoufand,  generally 
well  affected,  and  much  attached  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
zealous  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  government  under  their  au- 
thority. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your  confideration,  the  expediency 
of  creating  a  government  in  the  diftrift  of  the  Natches,  fimilar 
to  that  eftablifhed  for  the  territory  north-weft  of  the  river  Ohio, 
but  with  certain  modifications,  relative  to  titles*  in  claims  of  land,  - 
whether  of  individuals  or  companies,  or  to  claims  of  jurifdi&ion 
of  any  individual  ftate,  John  Adams. 

United  States,  June  12,  1797. 
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Meffage  from  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  to  Congrefs. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

*HE  whole  of  the  intelligence  which  has  for  fome  time  been 

received  from  abroad,  the  correfpondence  between  this  go- 

*%ernment  and  the  miniftersof  the  belligerent  powers  refiding  here, 

and  the  advices  from  the  officers  of  tiie  United  States,  civil  and 

xxtHitary,  upon  the  frontiers,  all  confpire  to  (howr,  in  a  very  ftrong 

Sight,    the  critical   fituation   of   our  country.     That   Congrefs 

anight  be  enabled  to  form  a  more  perfect  judgment  of  it,  and  of 

the  meafores  neceflary  to  be  taken,  I   have  directed  the  proper 

officers  to  prepare  fuch  collections  of  extracts  from  the  public 

por refpondence,  as  might  afford  the  cleared  information.     The 

jreports  made  to  me  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  the  fecretary 

Jit  war,  with  a  collection  of  documents  from  each  of  them,  are 

now  communicated  to  both  houfes  of  Congrefs.     I  have  deiired 

tfcat  the  menage,  reports,  and  documents,  may  be  confidered  as 

confidential,  merely  that  the  members  of  both  houfes  of  C 

may  be  apprifed  of  their  contents  before  they  Ihq 
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made  public.     As  foon  as  the  Houfes  (hall  have  heard  them,  1 
fhall  fubmit  to  their  difcretion  the  publication  of  the  wholey  or 
any  fuch  parts  of  them  as  they  (hall  judge  neceflary  or  expedient 
for  the  public  good,  John  Adams. 

United  States,  July  3,   1797. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  (to  the  Senate*  on  the  6th  Jufjr* 
1797),  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter*  from  IV.  Blount,  JE/j.  me 
of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Tennejfee. 

^pHAT  Mr.  Blount  having  declined  an  acknowledgment  »*■ 
■*•    denial  of  the  letter  imputed  to  him,  and  having  failed 
appear  to  give  any  fatibfaflory  explanation  refpe&ing  it,  yew 
committee  fent  for  the  original  letter,  which  accompanies  this  report:. 

Two 


*  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter. 

Dear  Carey,  Col.  King's  Iron-works,  Afnl  tu 

I  wished  to  have  fcen  you  before  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  but  I  an 
obliged  to  return  to  the  lemon  of  Congrefs,  which  commences  on  die 
15th  of  May. 

Among  other  things  that  I  wifhedto  have  feen  you  about,  was  the  bufinefs 
of  Captain  Chifholiii,  mentioned  to  the  Britifh  minifter,  laft  winter,  at 
Philadelphia. 

I  believe,  but  am  not  quite  fure,  that  the  plan  then  talked  of  will  be 
attempted  this  fall ;  and  if  it  is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  much  larger  way 
than  then  talked  of:  and  if  the  Indians  act  their  part,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
it  will  fucceed.  A  man  of  confequence  has  gone  to  England  about  the 
bufinefs,  and,  if  he  makes  arrangements  as  he  expe&s,  I  fhall  myfelf  have 
a  hand  in  the  bufinefs,  and  probably  fhall  be  at  the  head  of  the  bufinefs  on 
the  part  of  the  Briti/h. 

You  are,  however,  to  underfland,  that  it  is  not  yet  quite  certain  that  the 
plan  will  be  attempted;  yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  atraiiifor 
action  in  cafe  it  mould  be  attempted ;  and  to  do  fo  will  require  all  .your 
management.  1  fay,  will  require  all  your  management,  becaufe  you  muft 
take  care,  in  whatever  you  fay  to  Rogers,  or  any  body  elfe,  not  to  let  the 
plan  be  difcovered  by  Hawkins,  Dinimoor,  Dyers,  or  any  other  perfon  in 
the  intereft  of  the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  1  attempt  this  plan,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  have  you  and  all  my  Indian 
country  and  Indian  friends  with  me;  but  you  are  now  in  good  bufinefs* 
hope,  and  you  are  not  to  riik  the  lofs  of  it  by  faying  any  thing  that  will  hurt 
you,  until  you  again  hear  from  me.  Where  Captain  Chifholm  is  I  do  not 
know;  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia  in  March,  and  he  frequently  vifited the 
minifter,  and  fpoke  upon  the  fubjeft ;  but  I  believe  he  will  go  into  the 
Creek  nation,  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Georgia.  He. gave  out  that  he 
was  going  to  England,  but  I  did  not  believe  him.  Among  other  thiniS 
that  you  may  fafely  do,  will  be  to  keep  up  my  confequence  with  Watts,  3n  ■ 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  generally ;  and  you  muft  by  no  means  fay  ^ 
thing  in  favour  of  Hawkins;  but,  as  often  as  you  can  with  fafety  to  y°u/* 
felf,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks  to  believe  that  he  is  no  better  than  ** 
IHouji  be.     Any  power  or  confequence  he  gets  will  be  againft  our  plan. 


.  (■£* ) 

wto'fertattirs,  now  prefent  in  the  Senate,  have  cec.ared  to  the 
dftflee,  that  they  are  well  acquainted' v^ith  the  hand-writing 
.fi  Blount/  and  hare  no  doubt  that  this  letter  was  Written 
inf.  Your  committee  have  examined  many  letters  from  Mr. 
itto  the  fecretary  of  War,  a  number  of  which  are  hereWith 
itted,  as  Well  as  the  letter  addrefled  by  Mr  .'Blount  to'  Mir. 
c,  his  colleague  in  the  Senate,  and  to  this  committee,1  re- 
ihg  the  birfinefs  now  under  confideration  ;  and  find  thepi  alt 

of  the  feme  hand-writing  with  the  letter  in  queition.  Mr- 
it  has  never  denied  this  letter,  but  on  the  other  hand,-  when 
spy  tranfrriitted  to  the  Senate,  was  read  i ri  his  prefenceon  the 
ift.  he  acknowledged,  in  his  place,  that   he  had  written'  a 

to  Carey,  of  which  he  had  preferved  a  copy,  but  could  not 
dtecide  whether  the  copy  read  was  a  true  one.  Your  cori!- 
ii  are,  therefore,  fully  perfuaded  that  the  original  letter  now 
iced,  was  written  and  fent  to  Carey  by  Mr.  Blount.  1*hey 
5»d  that  this  man,  Carey;  to  whom  if  was  addrefled,  is,  to 


haps  Rogers,  who  has  no  office  to  lofe,  is  the  beft  man  to  give  out 
againft  Hawkins.  Read  the  letter  to  Rogers, 'and,  if  you.  think  it  beflf 
d  it  to  him,  put  a  wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it  to  him  by  a:  fafe  hand ;  or, 
p5>  you  had  better  fend  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  fpeak  to  him 
«]f  refpe&ing  the  ftate  and  profpedt  of  things. 

ave  advifed  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take  care  of  yourfelf.  £ 
low  to  tell  you  to  take  care  of  me ;  for  a  difcovery  of  the  plan  would 
it  the  fuccefs,  and  much  injure  all  the  parties  concerned.  It  may  be 
*e  pomcniffioners  may  not  run  the  line  as  the  Indians  expect  or  wifli; 
i  that  cafe,  it  is  probable  that  the  Indians  may  be  taught  to  blame 
*  making  the  treaty. 

fiich  complaints  againft  me,  if  fuch  there  "are,  it  may  be  faid  by  my* 
I,  at  proper  times  and  places,  that  Doublehead  confirmed  the  treaty 
1e  President  at  Philadelphia,  and  received  as  much  as  5000  dollar* 
,  to  be  paid  to  the  nation,  over  and  above  the  firft  price  ;  indeed  it 
ith  truth  be  faid,  that  though  I  made  the  treaty,  I  made  it  by  the  in- 
ons  of  the  Prefident ;  and  in  fact  it  may  with  truth  be  faid,  that  I  was 
J  Piefident  inftru&ed  to  purchafe  much  more  land  than  the  Indians 
9gree  to  fell. 

ft'Tort  of  talk  will  be  throwing  all  the  blame  off  me  upon  the  late 
snt;  and  as  he  is  now  out  of  office,  it  will  be  of  no  confequence  how 
the  Indians  blame  him.  And  among  other  things  that  may  be  faid 
r  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  running  of  the  line,  and  that  if  I  had  been,  it 
have  been  run  more  to__  their  fa ti station.  In  -fliort,  you  underftand  the 
t,  and  mull  take  care  to  give  out  the  proper  talks  to  keep  up  my  con- 
ice  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees.  Can't  Rogers  continue  to  get  the 
s  to  defire  the  Prefident  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the  nation  ?  For.  if  he 
it  the  Creek  nation,  and  gets  the  good-will  of  the  nation,  he  can  a*nd 
o  great  injury  to  our  plan. 

en  you  have  read  this  letter  over  three  times,  then  burn  it,  I  (hall  be 
oxville  in  July  or  Auguft,  when  I  will  fend  for  Watts,  and  give  him 
iiflcey  I  promifed  him. 

I  am,  &c. 

William  Blount. 

u,.  VI.  3D 
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the  knowledge  of  Mn  Blount,  in  the  pay  and  employment  of  the 
United  States,  as  their  interpreter  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
Indians,  and  an  affiftant  in  the  public  factory  atTcllico  Btock- 
houfe:  that  Hawkins,  who  is  fo  often  mentioned  in  this  letter 
as  a  perfon  who  mult  be  brought  into  fufpicion  among  the  Creeks, 
and  if  poflible  driven  from  his  ftation,  is  the  fuperintendant  of 
Indian  affairs  for  the  tlnited  States  among  the  Southern  Indians; 
Dinfmore  is  agent  for  the  United  States  in  the  Cherokee  nation; 
and  Byers,  one  of  the  agents  in  the  public  factory  at  TehW 
filock-houfe. 

The  plan  hinted  at  in  this  extraordinary  letter,  to  be  executed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Britifh,  is  fo  capable  of  different  con- 
ftruftions  and  conjectures,  that  your  committee  at  prefeni  foritar 

fiving  any  decided  opinion  refpe&ing  it ;  except  that  to  Mr. 
Mount's  own  mind  it  appeared  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  United  States  and  of  Spain,  and  he  was  therefor* 
anxious  to  conceal  it  from  both.  But  when  they  confidered  his 
attempt  to  feduce  Carey  from  his  duty  as  a  faithful  interpreter, 
and  to  employ  him  as  an  engine  to  alienate  the  afFe&ion  and  con- 
fidence of  the  Indians  from  the  public  officers  of  the  United  States 
refiding  among  them  ;  the  meafures  he  has  propofed  to  excite  a 
temper  which  mud  produce  the  recall  or  expulflon  of  our  fuper- 
intendant from  the  Creek  nation,  his  infidious  advice  tending  to 
the  advancement  of  his  own  popularity  and  confequence  at  the 
expenfe  and  hazard  of  the  good  opinion  which  the  Indians  enter- 
tain of  this  government,  and  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  us  and 
them  ;  your  committee  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Blount's  conduft 
has  been  inconfiftent  with  his  public  duty,  renders  him  unworthy 
of  a  further  continuance  of  his  prefent  public  truft:  in  this  bodyi 
and  amounts  to  a  high  mifdemcanor. — They  therefore  unani- 
moufly  recommend  to  the  Senate  an  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing reiblution : 

Refolved,  That  William  Blount,  Efquire,  one  of  the  fenators 
of  the  United  States,  hath  been  guilty  of  a  high  mifdemeanor, 
entirely  inconfiftent  with  his  public  truft  and  duty  as  a  fenator  of 
the  United  States. 


ON  Friday,  July  7,  the  following  meflage  was  received  by  the 
Senate  from  the  Houfe  of  Representatives. 

"  Mr.  Prefident, 

"  I  AM  commanded  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatlves,  in  theift 

name,  and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  at  the 

bar  of  your  Houfe,  to  impeach  William  Blount,  a  member  of  tha 

Senate,  and  to  inform  you,  that  they  will  exhibit  in  due  time, 

articles  of  impeachment  againft  him,  and  make  good  the  fame.    I 

am  alfo  commanded  to  demand  that  the  faid  William  Blount  be 

fequeftcred 
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fequfcftcj-ed  from  his  feat  in  the  Senate,  and  that  order  be  taken 
for  his 'appearance  to  anfwer  the  charges  which  they  ihall  bring 
againft  him." 

On  Saturday,  July  8,  a  motion  was  put  and  carried  for  the 
expulfion  of  Mr.  Blount. 


Authentic  Documents,  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  Prefident  of  iht 

United  States, 


R 


Note  from  the  Briti/h  Minijlcr. 

■ 

LISTON  prefents  his  refpefls  to  Colonel  Pickering,  fecre- 
•  tary  of  ftate. 

When  you  firft  mentioned  to  me  the  fufpicions  exprefled  by  the 
Spanifh  minifter  refpedting  an  expedition  fuppofed  to  be  prepar- 
ing on  the  Lakes,  with  a  view  to  attack  the  Spanifh  pofts  in 
Louifiana,  I  took  the  liberty  of  obferving  to  you,  that  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  fuch  preparations,  and  did  not  believe  they 
exifted. 

I  have  fince  requefted  ipformation  on  the  fubjeft  from  the 
governor«general  of  Canada  and  his  Majefty's  fecretary  of  ftate  ; 
and  I  have  authority  to  aflure  you,  that  no  expedition  of  the 
nature  of  that  alluded  to,  has  been  or  is  intended  by  the  Britifh 
government.  Indeed  ihe  impropriety  of  violating  the  neytral  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  is  an  obje&ion  of  fufficient  magnitude 
to  induce  the  King's  minifters  to  rejeft  any  fuch  plan,  were  it 
fugggftpd  to  them. 

Wadelphia,  June  19,   1 797. 


Note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Lijlon. 

Sir,  Department  of  State,  Philadelphia,  July  1,  1797. 

YOUR  note  of  the  19th  of  the  laft  month,  alluding  to  the 
fufpicions  exprefled  by  the  Spanifh  minifter,  refpefting  an  expe-  ^ 
dition  fuggefted  to  be  preparing  at  the  Lakes,  againft  the  Spanifh 
pofts  in  Louifiana,  1  laid  before  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States, 
"Who  received  great  fatisfa&ion  from  your  aflurance  that  no  fuch 
expedition  has  been  or  is  intended  by  the  Britifh  government. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  inquire  whether  you  can  give  any  in- 
formation concerning  any  other  projedl  of  an  expedition  againft 
sany  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain  adjacent  to  the  territory  of  the 
TJnited  States,  where  or  from  whence  any  co-operation  was  con- 
templated ?  I  am  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  this  inquiry  ;  but  the^_ 
fi^nknefs  of  our  verbal  anfwer  formerly  relating  to  the  alleg^m 
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expedition  from  Canada,  and  the  aflurances  in  your  note-above 
mentioned,  lead  me  to  hope  that  you  will  not  deem  the  prefent 
inquiry  improper  ;  and  the  proofs  you  have  uniformly  given  of 
refpecl  to  the  rights  and  inter  efts  of  the  United  States,  authorize 
the  further  hope,  that  you  will  feel  yourfelf  at  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate any  information  you  pofiefs,  which  on  this  occafion  may 
concern  their  tranquillity  and  wrlfare ;  and  I  beg  you  to  be  af- 
fured  that  it  is  on  this  ground  only  that  I  woiild  make  the  inquiry. 
I  will  add,  however,  that  it  is  not  trie  refult  of  fufpicion,  but  of 
information  (in  which  your  name  is  introduced),  that  fome  pro- 
jedl  of  the  kind  has  been  contemplated,,  and  that  the  means  pro-  . 
pofed  for  carrying  it  into  execution  could  not  but  be  highly  detri- 
mental  to  the  United  States.  .  .    .' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeft,  Sir, 

,  Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Timothy  Pickering.  ;. 

Robert  LiJIon,  Efq.  Envoy  Extraordinary 
'and  Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary  §f  his 
Britannic  Majefly  to  the  United  States. 


fc 


Reply  of  Mr.  Lift  on. 

R.  LISTON  prefents  his  refpefts  to' Colonel  Pickering,  ft- 

cretary  of  ftate. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  yefterday. 

In  the  courfe  of  lad  winter,  fome  perfons  did  actually  prppofe 
to  me  a  plan  for  an  attack  on  the  Floridas,  and  the  other  poneffiona 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty  adjoining  to  the  territories  of  the  United 
States. 

The  general  outline  of  the  project  was,,  that  the  expedition 
fhould  be  undertaken  by  a  Britifh  force  fent  by  feaj  and  feconded 
by  a  number  of  men  refident  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  who,  I  was  allured,  would  be  willing  to  join  the  King's 
flandard,  if  it  were  erected  on  the  Spanifh. territory. 

I  informed  the  projectors  that  I  could  not  give  any  encourage- 
ment to  a  plan  of  this  nature ;  and  I  particularly  dated  two  ob- 
jections to  it,  the  impropriety  of  any  meafure  that  tended  tQ 
a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  and  the  inhu- 
manity of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  Indians,  a  circumdance  hinted 
at  uj  the  convcrfapon  that  had  taken  place  on  the  fubjeft. 

I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty,  however,  to  mention  the  bufinefs 
in  my  correfpondtnee  with  my  fuperiors  j  and  I  lately  received  aa 
anfwer,  acquainting  me  that  his  Majedy's  miniders  did  not  think 
proper  to  give  any  countenance  to  the  projecT:.  The  two  objec- 
tions above  alluded  to  (which  I  had  of  courfe  infilled  on  in  my 
jreport^,  are  dated  as.  fufficient  reafons  for  its  rejection. 

Yoh 
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You  mud  allow  me,  Sir,  to  decline  entering  into  any  further* 
particulars :    on    the  one  hand,    bccaufe,    although  I   have  all 
along  fufpefted  that  the  perfons,  who  prqpofed  the  plan  to  me, 
might, not  improbably  be  employed  by  the  enemies  of  (Jreat 
Britain,  to  endeavour  with  fmifter  views  to  infinuate  themfelves 
into  my  confidence,  yet  as  thefe  my  furmifes  may  be  falfe,  I 
fhould  not  be  juftified  in  betrayirtg  the  fecrets  of  men,  who  may 
have  meant  me  well ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  becaufe,  however 
loofe  the  principles  of  thefe  fpeculators  may  have  been  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  law  of  nations  (as  it  regards  the  duties  of  neutrality), 
none  of  them,  in  their  intcrcourfe  with  me,  ever  exprefled  fenti- 
ments  that  were  in  any  degree  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  the 
United  States. 
Pbiladityhia,  July  2. 


.^ 
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PARLIAMENTARY   PAPERS. 


BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

» 

jfeflage front  the  King  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  Monday,  February  2jf», 

George  R. 

TJlS  Majefty  thinks  it  proper  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  of 
*■*  Lords,  without  delay,  the  meafure  adopted  to  obviate  the 
effefts   which   might  be  occafloned  by   the  unufual  demand  of 
fpecie  lately  made  from  different  parts  of  the  country  on  tfce- 
metropolis. 

The  peculiar  nature  and  exigency  of  the  cafe  appeared  to  in- 
quire, in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  the  meafure  contained  in  the  order  of 
council,  which  his  Majefty  has  directed  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe.  In  recommending  this  important  fubjecl  to  the  immediate 
*nd  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  his  Majefty  relies 
with  the  utmoft  confidence  on  the  experienced  wifdom  andfirm- 
nefs  of  his  Parliament  for  taking  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  beft 
Calculated  to  meet  any  temporary  preflure,  and  to  call  forth,  in 
the  moft  effe&nal  manner,  the  extenfive  refources  of  his  king- 
doms in  fupport  of  their  public  and  commercial  credit,  and  in 
defence  of  their  deareft  interefts.  G.  R. 


A  SIMILAR  mcfTage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Con> 
mons. — On  the  28th  February  Mr.  Pitt  moved, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty? 
to  return  thanks  for  his  gracious  communication,  and  to 
afTure  him  that  the  Houfe  would  proceed,  without  delay,  to 
the  deliberation  of  the  fubjeft  mentioned  in  the  meftage;  and  that 
his  Majefty  might  rely  on  the  earneft  defire  of  the  Houfe  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  were  bed  calculated  to  maintain  confidence  in 
the  government  at  this  jun&ure." 

The  above  motion  was  carried. 

A  fimilar  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  carried. 


IN  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  27th  February,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  made  the  following  motion,  which  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  29 : 

"  That 
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"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  humbly 
fcliciting  hi$  Majefty*  that  no  further  exportation  of  gold  or 
filver  in  coin*  or  of  gold  or  fllver  in  bullion,  fhould  take  place  ftnf 
the  ufe  of  the  femperor,  or  any  other  foreign  power,  until  the 
fenfe  of  Parliament  ihall  have  been  taken  on  the  fubjed,  after 
a  full  view  of  the  caufes  of  the  public  exigencies,  on  which  his 
Majefty  has  been  this  day  advifed  to  iflue  a  mod  extraordinary  and 
illegal  order  of  council." 


IN  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  fame  day,  Mr.  Sheridan 
moved, 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  no  further  exporta- 
tion of  fpecie  or  gold  mould  take  place  for  the  uft  of  the  Emperor, 
Or  any  other  foreign  power,  until  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  (hall 
have  been  taken  on  the  fubjeft,  upon  a  full  review  of  the  caufes 
of  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the  public." 

Mr.  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  Mr.  Sheridan's 
station,  and  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  163. 


IK  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Friday,  3d  March,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread- moved, 

.  "  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  con~ 
4u€t  of  minifters,  with  refpe&  to  the  late  attempt  of  the  French 
in  the  invafion  of  1  reland." 

The  previous  qiteftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pundas  on  the  above 
motion,  and  carried  by-a-majority  of  139. 


IN  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  16th  February,  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle  moved, 

"  That  an  inquiry  be  inftituted  into  the  naval  defence  of  Ireland, 
during  the  late  attempt  at  an  invafion 'thereof.'9 

The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  79* 


IN  tiie  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  21ft  March,  the  Earl  of 
Af  oira  moved, 

«  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  im- 
ploring him  to  ufe  his  falutary  and  beneficent  interference  with 
the  adminiftration  in  J  reland,  to  allay  the  unhappy  di  (content* 
which  at  prefent  prevail  in  that  country.9' 

The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  7 1 . 

IN 
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.  IN  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on- the  23d  of  Mairchj  Ac  EarLof 
Oxford  moved, 

,  "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcuted  to  his  Majefty,  humbly 
toreprefent  to  his  Majefty,.  that  in  the  prefect  ncfl  critical  and 
alarming  fituation  of  the  country,  this  Houfe  holds  it  to  beitt 
Ipounden  duty  to  apprize  his  Majefty.  of  his  ovrn  .danger,,  and  the 
ruin  and  confufion  which  threaten  the  whole  nation* 

"  That  the  (hock  which  has  been  lately  given  to  public  credit, 
muft,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  "commercial  fyltem,  deprive 
us  of  thofe  means  whereby  we  were  enabled  to  hold  fo-higha  wpk 
among  the  nations  of  the  world;  unlefs  the  country  is  fpeediljc 
relieved  from  its  prcfent  enormous  expenditure,  and  its  nitpure 
profperity  irifured  by  an  immediate,  fincere,  and  lafting  peace. 
*  "  That  this  Huufe  begs  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty, 
that  upon  aconiideratc-  and  impartial  review  of  the  whole  of  the 
fate  negotiation,  this  Houfe  fees,  with  concern,  that  that  negotia- 
tion was  broken  off  by  the  conduct  and  demands  of.  his  Majafty's 
minifters, '  and  not  by  a  want  of  difpofition  for  peace  on  the  part 
of  France.  ' 

"  That  in  anfwer  to  the  impolitic  note  delivered  by  Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  the  Executive  Directory  declare,  that,  c  yielding  to  the 
ardent  tie  fife  by  which  it  is  animated,  to  procure  peace  for  the 
French  republic,  and  for  all  nations,  it  will  not  fear  to  declare 
itfelf  openly.  Charged  by  the  conftitution  with  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  it  cannot  make,  or  liftcn  to  any  propofal  that  would  be 
contrary  to  them.  The  conftitutional  act  does  not  permit  it  to 
oonfent  to  any  alienation  of  that,  which,  according  to  the  exifting 
laws,  conftitutes  the  territory  of  the  republic.' 

li  That  it  is  impoifible  his  Majcfty's  minifters  could  have  mifun- 
derftood  this  declaration,  for  in  the  note  figned  Downing-ftreet, 
there  arc  thefc  words:  '  To  a  demand  fuch  as  this,  is  added  an 
exprefs  declaration,  that  no  propofal  contrary  to  it  will  be  made, 
or  even  li(tcned  to.*  That  fix  months  after  this,  his  Majefty's 
fninifters  again  made  overtures  of  peace,  but  in  fo  ungenerous  a 
manner,  that  doubts  might  have  been  reafonably  entertained  of 
their  fmcerity  ;  aniafter  a  variety  of  trifling  difputes  unworthy  a 
great  nation,  when  the  happinefs  of  millions  was  depending,  his 
Majefty 's  minifters  demanded,  and  made  as  their/fa;  qua  non>  thofe 
very  terms,  which,  before  they  began  the  negotiation,  they  kneyr 
would  not  be  made,  or  even  liftcned  to. 

"  That  under  thefe  circumftances,  this  Houfe  humbly  and  moft 
earncftly  entreats  his  Majefty  to  enter  into  an  immediate  negotia- 
tion, upon,  fuch  terms  as  France  is  likely  to  lift  en  and  accede  to, 
and  in  fuch  manner,  and  through  the  medium  of  fuch  men,  as 
lha"ll  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  pacific  intentions  of  his  Majefty. 

d  this  Houfe  begs  leave  humbly  to  affurc  his  Majefty,  that  it 

enter- 
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entertains  fto  doubt  of  thd  fuccefs  of  fuch  *  negotiation  ;  and  it 
feels  confident,  that  after  his  Majefty  fhall'  have  been  gracioufl/ 
ptaafed  to  redone  to  his  fubjeds  the  buffings  of  peace,  fuch  re* 
ttenchments  and  wife  regulation*  may  be  adopted  by  the  legifla* 
ture,  as  will  relieve  the  people,  from  their  burdens,  remove  every 
Oftufe  of  complaint  of  their  being  unequally  represented  ;  reftbre 
to  the  people  their  ancient,  venerable,  and  free  conflict  ion,  and 
thereby  re-e(labli(h  public  fpirit  and  public  confidence,  and  eriftir* 
to  his  Majefty  the  affections  of  his  fu'bjeds,  and, the  glory,  J>ro* 
ferity,  and  happinefs  of  his  future  reign." 


THE  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  54, 
•Againft  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  made  the 
following 

PROTEST. 

Diffentient, 

'  Firft,  Becaufe  feeing  no  means  of  falvation  for  this  country  but 
by  An  immediate,  fincere,  and  lading  peace,  I  think  the  addrefs 
which  I  moved  March*  23,  1797,  ca'cu'ated  to  produce  that 
happy  event,  and  that  a  ref  ufal  to  carry  that  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
Actios  to  a  continuation  of  this  cruel  war,  which  I  hold  to  be  cer- 
ffcin  and  inevitable  ruin. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  a  fecretary  of  Rate's  moving,  that  an  addreft 
to  kis  Majefty  on  the  30th  of  December,  1796,  fhouldbe  read,  is    - 
ajjoor,  weak,  and  rude  manner  (to  fay  no  worfe  of  it)  of  anfwer- 
ing  the  arguments  advanced  in  my  addrefs. 

-  Thirdly,  Becaufe  I  Jbelreve  that  the  arguments  advanced  by  ttle, 
have  never  before  been  touched  upon,  even  in  debates  ;  and  no 
attempts  having  been  made  to  anfwerthofe  arguments,  the  conclu- 
fion  which  the  public  muft  draw  from  it  is,  that  they  are  per- 
feftly  unanfvverable. 

'  Fourthly,  Becaufe  it  was  my  fincere  wifti  that  the  eyes  of  bis 
Majefty  (hould  be  opened  to  the  dangers  with  which  he  is  fur* 
rounded,  and  that  giving  peace  to  his  exhaufted  fubjefts,  and  it* 
ftoring  to  them  their  rights,  fhould  be  his  oWn  gracious  ad. 
,  Fifthly,  Becaufe  I  have  the  higheft  authority  for  every  fenti- 
j&ent  refpefting  the  iC  economy  and  reform  of  abufes,"  which  I 
j«commended,  namely,  his  Majefty's  own  words,  in  that  moft 
excellent  and  patriotic  fpeech  made  at  the  clofe  of  the  American 
war,  and  which  I  quoted  in  my  reply. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe  whenever  a  nation  is  in  the  fituation  we  are  ift 
at  prefent,  it  requires  the  united  energy  and  public  fpirit  of  the 
whole  nation,  to  re-eftafclifh  its  Credit ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
clrergy  and  public  fpirit  are  only  to  be  obtained  by  the  public  pof- 
feifing  their  ancient  free  conftitution,  which  they  fo  juftly  re- 
vere ;  and  I  maintain,  that  according  to  Gofnrtion  law,  which  is 

•  Vol.  VI.  3  E  common 
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common  fenfe,  and  according  to  a  the  true  {jpirit  of  the  con- 
ftitution,"  which  is  founded  in  wifdom,  liberty,  and  juftice, 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  have  a  right,  and  ought  to  be  fairly  and 
equally  reprefented  in  that  which,  by  its  very  name,  is  their 
Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Seventhly,  Becau.fe  I  hold  the  borough  fyftem,  and  every  other 
fyftem  of  corruption  that  has  of  late  years  crept  into  practice,  to 
be  dire £11  y  contrary  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  big 
with  the  molt  alarming  evils  to  King  and  people ;  and  that  to 
confer  the  honour  of  peerage  on  men  who  have  no  other  merit 
than  that  of  commanding  boroughs,  and  performing  minifterial 
jobs,    degrades  that  high   dignity,    and  takes  away  one  of  the 
grcatcft  motives  that  actuates  the  human  mind,  the  hope  of  re- 
ward, by  making  it  unworthy  the  acceptance  of  thofe  men  for 
whom  it  was  intended,  men  who  have  rendered  great  and  diftin- 
guiflied  fervices  to  their  country  by  their  valour,  their  talents,  or 
their  learning. 

•  Eighthly,  Becaufc  I  am  defirous  of  making  this  public  avowal 
of  my  principles,  which  nothjng  on  earth  (hall  make  me  alter,  antf 
which  1  have  learnt  from  the  acts  and  writings  of  our  anceftors, 
who  loved  liberty  and  underftood  it. 

Ninthly,  Becaufc  I  am  refoived,  whenever  I  fee  danger,  boldly 
and  independently,  to  the  full  extent  of  my  ability,  to  difcharge 
my  duty  fo  my  King  and  country. 

Oxford  and  Mortimer. 


"IN  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    on  the  23d  March,    Mr.  Fox 

moved, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  en- 
treat his  Majefty  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  into 
his  royal  consideration  the  difturbed  ftate  ot  Ireland,  and  to  adopt 
fuch  healing  and  lenient  meafurcs  as  may  appear  to  his  Majeftyto 
be  beft  calculated  to  reftore  tranquillity,  and  to  conciliate  the  dif- 
ferences that  fubfill  at  prefent  in  that  country." 

The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  36. 


IN  the   Houfe  pf  Commons,  on   the   28th  March,  Colonel 

Wood  moved/  » 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented   to  his  Majefty,  be- 

feechipj*  him  to  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  direct  his  Royal  Highnefs 

the  commander  in  chief,  the  mafter-gencral   of  the  ordnance,  in 

conjunction  with  other  able  and  experienced  naval  and  military 

officers,  on  whofe  judgment  and  abilities  his  Majefty  moft  relied, 

to  take  into  their  confederation  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  defence  of 

L   tfce  country,  and  to  confult  and  determine  upon  any  other  mea- 

I  .  fures 
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fares  of  fecurity,  which  may1  appear  to  them  to  be  eligible  to 
adopt,  'in  the  prefent  (late  of  public  affairs. " 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  the  adjournment  on  the  above"  motion! — 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Dundas  was  carried. 


-  IN  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  4th  of  April,  Mr"  Sheridan 

moved,  .  .     -  %- 

■  -  *     1 

v;«<  That  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  inquire  whether  it  is  confiften^yvith  a  due  regard  to  the' 
eflential  interefts  of  the  country,  that,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  any  farther  advances  Ihould  be  made  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty." 

The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  179. 


IN  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the   10th  April,  Mr,  Potter  • 
moved, 

>  **  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  ftating, 
that  it  appears  from  the  circumftances  which  have  attended  the 
late  negotiation  for  peace,  that  the  gracious  and  benign  intention 
of  reftoring  peace,  manifefted  by  his  Majefty,  has  been  mifcon-' 
Cteived  by  the  French  government.  We  therefore  humbly  hope, 
that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  lo  adopt  fuch  meaftires 
as  may  be  deemed  moft  effe&ual  for  convincing  the  French  nation, 
and  all  Europe,  of  the  real  motives  by  which  the  government  of 
this  country  was  a&uated  in  the  late  negotiation." 

The  order  of  the  day  upon  the  above  motion  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Addington,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  206. 


On  Saturday,  April  29,  the  following  Meffage  was  delivered  to  the 

Houfe  of  Commons  from  his  Afajejly. 

TJIS  Majefty  recommends  it  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  confi- 
*■  **  der  of  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  remittances,  from  time 
to  time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervices  in  Ireland,  in  fuch  manner 
as  (hall  be  approved  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
on  provifion  being  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  for  dis- 
charging the  intereft  and  charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

And  his  Majefty  further  recommends  to  the  Houfe  to  corifider 
of  guaranteeing  a  loan  on  account  of  his  ally  the  Emperor,  to  be 
applied  in  making  good  the  advances,  to  the  amount  of  one  mil- 
lion fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  have  already  been  made 
tp  his  Imperial  Majefty  ;  and  to  defray  the  charge  of  fuch  further 
advances,  as  his  Majefty  may,  from  time  to  time,  dire£  to 

3^2 


r  3*  ) 

cnadt  in'the  coarfe  rf  the  prefent  year,  to  an  amount  not  ex* 
ceeding  two  millions  fterling. 

His  Majefty  trufts  that  he  (ball  experience  the  ready  concurrence 
ef  his  faithful  Commons  at  this  important  conjun&ure,  in  a  «**- 
fure  calculated  to  enable  the  Emperor  more  effectual ly  to  con- 
tinue his  exertions  for  the  fupport'of  the  commoo  caufe,  and 
for  the  attainment  of  a  general  peace  on  fecure  and  equitable 
terms. 

And  his  Majefty  relies  on  their  zeal  and  affection  tQ  provide  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  defray  fuch  other  extraordinary  expenfes* 
may  be  neceflary  for  the.  public  fervice,  and  to  take  fuch  meafurtt 
aa  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 

[A  fimilar  meflage  was  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.}        1 


ON  the  i  ft  May,  Mr.  Pitt  in  a  committee  of  fupply  moved  in 
addition,  to  the  above  addrefs, 

"  That  his  Majefty  fhould  be  enabled  from  time  to  time  t» 
advance  money  to  the  Emperor,  as  with  what  already  granted, 
would  make  up  three  millions  and?  half."    He  then  move4tte 
firft  refolution  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fervice  of  I reload,   , 
the  fum  mentioned  in  his  Majefty 's  metfage  ;    after  which 
irjoyed,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  miljion  eight  hundred  si 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  to  enable  hte. 
Majefty  to  make  advances  to  our  ally  the  Emperor,   at  finch 
times  and  in  fuch  manner  as  to  his  Majefty  fhould  feem  expe- 
dient. 

Mr;  Fox  moved,  in  oppofition  to  the  above  motion,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  fhould  report  progrefs,  and  afk  leavp 
to  fit  again.     This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  143. 


|N  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  15th  May,   1797,  the  Duke  of 
*  Bedford  moved  the  following  refolutions  : 

1.  "  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  fubfequent  to  thtf 
month  of  June,  1795,  and  during  the  year  1796,  a  great  dimiou-. 
tiort  was  experienced  in  the  fpecte  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

2.  "  That  the  governor  and  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank  did, 
at  various  times,  reprefent  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  danger  of  the  Bank,  from  the  diminution  of  its  fpecie,  parti- 
cularly at  the  following  periods: — 

1 1  th  December,   1794, 

10th  October,   1795, 

33d  O&ober,    1795, 

18th  November,   1795, 
|L  3d  December,  1795, 

™  15th 
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1 5&  «tiid  1 6th  J  an  nary,  i  796,1     ~ 

28th  January,  1796* 

...  5th  and  8th  February,  1796!, 

..    *       1  ith  February,  1796,    \i:  :>  -  < 

•  8th,  10th,  and  21ft  'February,  17*97. 

■3.  *?  That  it  appears  that  dur\rig  sthefe  periods  the  dire&ors  of 

the  Bank  frequently  remonftra*c4  with:  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex~ 

c&equer  on  the  magnitude  of  thetf  advances  to  government,  anxU 

oufly  requiring  payment,  or  a  confiderable  redudion  of  the  fame  ; 

but  that  nevertheless  the  Chancellor,  of  the  Exchequer  not  only 

aegleded  to  comply  with  the  object  of  thofe  remonftrances,  but 

ufuaily>  under  pretence  of  the  neceffity  of  the  public  fervice,  re* 

Mwed  hisf  demands  for  further  aid  ;  and  that  under  the  exigency 

of  the  cafe,  as  ftated  to  them  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

the  directors  of  the  Bank  were,  from  time  to  time,  induced  to  con* 

fent  to  further  accommodation. 

4.  "  That  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fre-* 
guently  folicitcd  fuch  further  accommodation  in  the  moft  anxious 
and  prefiing  terms  ;  declaring,  that  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the 
moft  ferious.embarraffments  to  the  public  fervice,  unlefs  the  Bank 
dwcAoiA  afforded  the  affiftance  he  required. 

>  5.  f«  That  it  appears  that  although  by  thefe  means  the  director* 
of  the  Bank  were'  induced  to  comply  with  his  demands,  they  ge- 
nerally exprefled  their  reluftance  in  ftrong  language ;  and  that 
tbey  at  laft,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1796,  thought  it 
necefiary  for  their  own  juftification,  to  requeft  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  £0  lay  before  his  Majefty's  cabinet  their  moft  feri- 
ous  and  folemn  remonftrance,  in  which  they  declare,  that,  c  fen* 
fible  of  the  alarming  and  dangerous  ftate  of  public  credit,  nothing 
could  induce  them  to  comply  with  the  demand  then  mode  upon 
them,  but  the  dread  that  this  refufal  might  be  productive  of  a 
greater  evil*  ' 

,6.  "  That  it  appears  that  during  the  above  period,  a  Confi- 
derable portion  of  the  Bank  advances  was  occafioned  by  pay* 
meats  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the  Treafury  from 
abroad. 

7.  "  That  it  appears  that  it  bad  feldombeen  the  cuftom  of  the 
Bank  of  England  to  advance  on  the  account  of  fuch  hills  more  than 
from  20,000/.  to  30,000/.  and  that  even  during  the  American  warj 
fuch  bills  never  exceeded  at  any  onetime  the  film  of  150,000/.  the 
wifdoni  of  our  anceftor*  having  fore feen  and  provided  againft  the 
mifchief  of  ftmilar  advances,  by  a  claufe  in  an  a£t  patted  in  the 
5th  year  of  William  and  Mary,  by  which  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England  were  reft  rained  from  advancing  any 
funis  of  money,  other  than  on  fuch  funds,  on  which  a  credit  is 
granted  by  Parliament. 
•A  "  That  it  appears  that  from  and  after  the  year  1793,  at 
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which  tirtte  &n  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  containing- a  claufe  by 
which  the  direftors  of  the  Bank  ate  indemnified  for  the  advances 
they  had  made  on  bills  drawn  from  abroad,  and  exempted  in  fu- 
ture from  the  penalties  of  the  faid  aft  of  William  and  Mary  re- 
fpefting  fuch  advances  to  Government,  the  amount  of  Treafury 
bills  paid  at  the  Bank  continued  progreflively  to  increafe,  and  that 
between  the,jift  of  January,  1^95*  and  the  25th  of  February 
J797,  fums  *o  the  amount  of  upwards  of  15,000,000/.  were  at 
different  periods  advanced  to  Government  upon  this  head. 

9.  "  That  it  appears  that  the  direftors  of  the  Bank  did  at  va- 
rious times,  during  the  years  1795,  1796,  and  1797,  apply  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  repayment  of  fuch  advances, 
and  reprefent  to  him  the  ruinous  confequences  to  rhemfelves  and 
to  the  public,  of  continuing  the  fyftem  of  making  Treafury  bills 
payable  at  the  Bank  :  and  that  they  even  declared  they  conceived 
it  to  be  '  an  unconstitutional  mode  of  railing  money,  and*  What 
they  were  hot  warranted  by  their  charter  to  confcnt  to.'        '  •   .  .. 

10.  "  That  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did* 
at  various  times  in  that  period,  undertake  to  reduce  the  advances 
on  that  head  within  the  firm  of  500,000/.  and  likewife  fo  to  arrange 
his  payments,  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  account ;  but  that  neveithe* 
Jefs  the  faid  promifes  never  were  kept  by  him*  aod  thdt  the  ad- 
vances on  Treafury  bills,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1797,* 
amounted  to  1,619,049/.  . 

11.  "  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  foreign  remittances 
to  a  much  larger  amount  fhan  ever  were  known  in  the  mod  expen- 
iive  wars  in  which  this  country  bas  been  involved,  have  taken 
place  fince  the  year  1793. 

12.  "  That  the  extent  of  fuch  remittances  occafioned  at  fo 
early  a  period  as  the  end  of  the  year  1794,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  year  179^,  great  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  direftors,  which" 
they  at  various  periods  communicated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-# 
chequer  ;  and  that  ori  the  3d  of  December,  1795,  tlie  court  of  di- 
reftors, under  the  apprehenfion  that  it  was  intended  to  grant  a  fur- 
ther loan  to  the  Emperor,  came  to  a  refolution,  by  which  they  de- 
clared their  unanimous  opinion,  that  mould  fuch  a  loan  take  place, 
it  would  be  mod  fatal  in  its  confequences  to  the  Bank  of  England. 
*  That  they  communicated  fuch  refolution  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  aflured  them  he  mould  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of 
it,  unlefs  the  fituation  of  things  relative  to  the  Bank  fhould  fo 
alter  as  to  render  fuch  a  loan  of  no  importance  or  inconvenience  to 
them.' 

13.  "  That  on  the  cth  of  February,  1796,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  after  (rating,  in  converfation  with  the  governor 
and  deputations  from  the  Bank  of  England,  his  opinion  of  the 
neceflity  of  further  aflifting  the  Emperor,  promifed  to  take  no 
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ftep  in  that  bufinefs,  without  previoufly  communicating  to  them 
his  intention. 

14.  "  That  on  the  nth  of  February,  1796,  the  dire&ors  of 
the  Js»ank  pafled,    unanimoufly,  the  following  refutation: 

1  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  founded  upon 
the  experience  of  the  cffeds  of  the  late  Imperial  loan,  that  if  any- 
further  loan,  or  advance  of  money  to  the  Emperor,  or  to  any 
other  foreign  (late,  (hould,  in  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  take 
place,  it  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  fatal  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land.   .  « 

*  The  court  of  directors,  therefore,  do  mod  earneftly  depre- 
cate the  adoption  of  any  fuch  meafnre,  and  they  folemnly  proteft 
againftany  refponfibility  for  the  calamitous  confequences  that  may 
follow  thereupon.' 

"  To  which  refolution,  when  communicated  to  him,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  returned  for  anfwer,  *  That,  after  the 
repeated  intimations  which  he  had  given  to  the  governor,  &c.  of 
the  Bank,  that  no  further  loan  to  the  Emperor  would  be  refolved 
on  without  previous  communication  with  the  Bank,  he  did  not 
fep  any  reafon  for  thefe  resolutions,  that  he  did  fuppofe  they  were 
adopted  in  a  moment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  (hould  confider  them 
in  that  light.* 

15.  "  That  both  from  the  general  tenour  of  the  faid  anfwer, 
and  from  its  particular  reference  to  the  fubftance  and  matter  of 
the  refolution  then  communicated  to  him,  he  gave  the  governor, 
&c.  of  the  Bank  to  underftand  that  he  was  bound  by  promife  to 
them,  to  negotiate  ho  loan  for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
nor  to  make  any  remittance  either  to  his  faid  Imperial  Majeity  or 
any  foreign  prince,  under  any  pretences  whatever,  without  pre- 
vioufly communicating  fuch  his  intention  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land :  that  the  directors  fo  underftood  him,  and  that,  imprefled 
With  that  belief,  they  abftained  from  making  any  farther  remon- 
ftrance  on  this  fubjedl. 

16.  "  That,  neverthelefs,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
for  fome  time  prior  to  February  11,  1796,  clandeftinely  remit- 
ted, and  did,  for  feveral  months  fubfequent,  clandeftinely  remit, 
to  his  faid  Imperial  Majcfty,  and  other  foreign  princes,  largo 
Turns  of  money',  in  defiance  of  his  repeated  promifes,  and  in 
violation  of  his  folemn  engagement  with  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  confequent  upon  their  refolution  of  the  nth  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

17.  "  That  it  appears,  that  if  the  faid  advances  of  the  Bank 
to  Government  had  been  paid  off  when  required,  or  confiderably 
reduced,  the  Bank  would  have  been  enabled  to  reduce,  if  expedi-. 
ent,  the  amount  of  its  outftanding  notes ;  and  that  fuch  option 
Would  have  been  of  effential  fervice  to  its  interefts. 
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which  tirtte  &n  a  A  of  Parliament  pafled,  containing  a  claufe  by 
which  the  dire  dors  of  the  Bank  are  indemnified  for  the  advances 
they  had  made  on  bills  drawn  from  abroad,  and  exempted  in  fu- 
ture from  the  penalties  of  the  faid  aft  of  William  and  Mary  re- 
fpe&ing  fuch  advances  to  Government,  the  amount  of  Treafury 
bills  paid  at  the  Bank  continued  progredively  to  increafe,  and  that 
between  thevift  of  January,  1^95*  and  the  25th  of  February, 
J  797,  fums  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  15,000,000/.  were  at 
different  periods  advanced  to  Government  upon  this  head. 

9.  "  That  it  appears  that  the  directors  of  the  Bank  did  at  va- 
rious times,  during  the  years  1795,  1796,  and  1797,  apply  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  repayment  of  fuch  advances, 
and  reprefent  to  him  the  ruinous  confequences  to  rhemfelves  and 
to  the  public,  of  continuing  the  fyftem  of  making  Treafury  bill* 
payable  at  the  Bank  :  and  that  they  even  declared  they  conceived 
it  to  be  '  an  unconstitutional  mode  of  railing  money,  and  what 
they  were  not  warranted  by  their  charter  to  confent  to.' 

10.  "  That  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did, 
at  various  times  in  that  period,  undertake  to  reduce  the  advances 
on  that  head  within  tbefum  of  500,000/.  and  likewife  fo  to  arrange 
his  payments,  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  account  ;  but  that  neverthc- 
lefs  the  faid  promifes  never  were  kept  by  him,  and  that  the  ad- 
vances on  Treafury  bills,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1797, 
amounted  to  1,619,049/.  . 

11.  "  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  foreign  remittances 
to  a  much  larger  amount  than  ever  were  known  in  the  moftexpen- 
iive  wars  in  which  this  country  b*s  been  involved,  have  taken 
place  fince  the  year  1793. 

12.  "  That  the  extent  of  fuch  remittances  occafioned  at  fo 
early  a  period  as  the  end  of  the  year  1794,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  year  179^,  great  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  directors,  whidr 
they  at  various  periods  communicated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  and  that  on  the  3d  of  December,  1795,  tne  court  of  di- 
rectors, under  the  apprchcnllon  that  it  was  intended  to  grant  a  fur- 
ther loan  to  the  Emperor,  came  to  a  refolution,  by  which  tbey  de- 
clared their  unanimous  opinion,  that  fhould  fuch  a  loan  take  place, 
it  would  be  mod  fatal  in  its  confequences  to  the  Bank  of  England- 
*  That  they  communicated  fuch  refolution  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  aflured  them  he  mould  lay  afide  all  thoughts  o» 
it,    unlefs  the  fituation  of  things  relative  to  the  Bank  fhould  £° 
alter  as  to  render  fuch  a  loan  of  no  importance  or  inconvenience  to 
them.'  . 

13.  "  That  on  the  cth  of  February,  1796,  the  Chancellor  O* 
the  Exchequer,  after  (rating,  in  converfation  with  the  governed1 
and  deputations  from  the  Bank  of  England,  his  opinion  of  tr»  * 
neccflity  of  further  affifting  the  Emperor,  promifed  to  take  1*  ^ 
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in  that  bufinefs,  without  previoufly  communicating  to  them 
ntention.      . 

(..  "  That  on  the  nth  of  February,  1796,  the  <lire&ors  of 
fc»ank  pa  (Ted,  unanimoufly,  the  following  refutation: 
Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  founded  upon 
experience  of  the  effe&s  of  the  late  Imperial  loan,  that  if  any 
ler  loan,  or  advance  of  money  to  the  Emperor,  or  to  any 
r  foreign  ftate,  fhould,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  take 
e,,  it  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  fatal  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 

The  court  of  directors,  therefore,  do  moft  earneftly  depre- 
the  adoption  of  any  fuch  meafure,  and%they  folemnly  proteft 
»ft  any  refponfibility  for  the  calamitous  confequences  that  may 
>w  thereupon.' 

To  which  refolution,  when  communicated  to  him,  the  Chan* 
\t  of  the  Exchequer  returned  for  anfwer,  l  That,  after  the 
ated  intimations  which  he  had  given  to  the  governor,  &c.  of 
Sank,  that  no  further  loan  to  the  Emperor  would  be  refolved 
without  previous  communication  with  the  Bank,  he  did  not 
tny  reafon  for  thefe  resolutions,  that  he  did  fuppofe  they  were 
►tea1  in  a  moment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  (hould  confider  them 
at  light.' 

5,  "  That  both  from  the  general  tenour  of  the  faid  anfwer, 
from  its  particular  reference  to  the  fubftance  and  matter  of 
refolution  then  communicated  to  him,  he  gave  the  governor, 
of  the  Bank  to  underftand  that  he  was  bound  by  promife  to 
aj  to  negotiate  no  loan  for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
td  make  any  remittance  either  to  his  faid  Imperial  Majefty  or 
foreign  prince,  under  any  pretences  whatever,  without  pre- 
fly  communicating  fuch  his  intention  to  the  Bank  of  Eng~ 

:  that  the  directors  fo  under  flood  him,  and  that,  imp  re  (Ted 
1  that  belief,  they  abftained  from  making  any  farther  remon- 
ce  on  this  fubjeft. 

>.  "  That,  neverthelefs,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
ome  time  prior  to  February  11,    1796,  clandeftinely  remit- 

and  did,  for  feveral  months  fubfequent,  clandeftinely  remit, 
is  faid  Imperial  Majefty,  and  other  foreign  princes,  large 
i  of  money',  in  defiance  of  his  repeated  promifes,  and  in 
ition  of  his  folemn  engagement  with  the  Bank  of  England, 

consequent  upon  their  refolution  of  the  nth  of  Fe- 
ry. 

7.  "  That  it  appears,  that  if  the  faid  advances  of  the  Bank 
rovernment  had  been  paid  off  when  required,  or  confiderably 
ced,  the  Bank  would  have  been  enabled  to  reduce,  if  expedU 

the  amount  of  its  outftanding  notes ;  and  that  fuch  option 
Id  have  been  of  effential  fervice  to  its  interefts. 

18, 
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t  16.  "Thtt  if  appttrrs,  from  tRe  evidence  of  the  gofenm 
and  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank,  that  it  the  faid  advances  had 
been -paid  off  when  required,  or  confiderably  reduced,  the  Bank 
'would  have  been  enabled  to  give  more  extended  aid  to  the  mer- 
cantile tntereft  of  Great  Britain,  in  ihe  way  of  difcount. 

19.  "  That  it  appears,  that  if  the  advances  on  the  Treaforf 
«  bills  had  b^cn  paid  off  when  required,  and  as  the  Chancellor  tit 

the1  Exchequer  had  promifed;  and  the  foreign  remittances  ab» 
ftaincd  from,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  likewife 
prornifed;  the*,:  would  have  exiftcd  no  neceffity  for  fufpending the 
due  and  ordinary  courfe  of  the  Bank  payments  in  cafh. 

20.  "  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,,  upon  an  attentive  61* 
mnatiod  of  the  evidence  reported  by  the  fecret  committee,  tipOtf 
a  minute  pcrtifal  of  the  correfpondence  between  the  goverfitt 
and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  Chancellor  of  tjic 
Exchequer,  during  the  years  1795,  !79^>  arrt*  f  797  *  and  afcr 
a  thorough  review  of  the  whole  c  ire  urn  fiances  of  the  cafe,  that 
the  neglect  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in*  difchargiag, 
or  fufticiently  diminilhing,  the  amount  of  the  Aims  advanced  to 
Government  by  the  Bank  of  England ;  his  perfeverance  in  4V 
fediing  Treafury  bills  of  exchange  to  an  amount  rtiexarnpled  t# 
be  paid  at  the  Bank  ;  his  frequent  promifes,  and  conftant  bread* 
•f  thofe  promifes,  to  reduce  their  amount  within  the  futoof 
$bo,ooc/. ;  and  the  enormous  amount  of  his  remittances  to  fc* 
reign  princes,  in  loans  and  fubfidies ;  were  the  principal  aril 
leading  Qaufcs  which  produced  the  neceffity  for  fufpending  the 
due  and  ordinary  courfe  of  the  Bank  payments  in  caft." 

The  Karl  of  Liverpool  moved  the  previous  queftion,  whi& 
was  carried. 


I 


N  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  18th  May,  Mr.  St.  John 

moved, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prcfented  to  his  Majefty, 
praying  him  that  he  would  he  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  diredioW 
that  the  Britifh  troops  fhould  be  forthwith  withdrawn  from  the 
lfland  of  St.  Domingo." 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  85. 


IN  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  19th  May,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Combe  moved, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  be* 
feeching  him  to  difmifs  from  his  prefence  and  councils  his  pre- 
sent minifters,  as  the  moil  likely  means  to  obtain  a  fpeedy  and 
permanent  peace.*  '    ^ 

The  motion  was  negatived,  by  a  majority  of  183* 
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IN  the  Howfe  ef  Lords,  on  the  30th  May,    the  Duke  of 
JJcdford  moved — 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  re- 
mind his  Majefty  that  his  dutiful  and  Aoyal  fubje&s,  the  Lords 
jQpiritual  and  temporal  in  Parliament  aUembled,  have,  during 
'  this  calamitous  war,  uniformly  given  every  aid  and  a fli fiance  that 
could  contribute  to  that  fupport  which  his  Majefty  has  experienced 
from  a  brave  and  loyal  people, 

*'  To  affure  his  Majefty,  that  it  is  even  now  with  deep  re- 
.£ret-we  approach  hi*  throne,  to  layhefore  him.Jthe  -grievances 
"  under  which  his  people  labour ;  but  that  a  fenfe  of  duty  -compels 
us  to  ftate  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  defertion  of  ^11  our  allies, 
*be  triumphs  of  an  enemy  we  were  taught  by  his  fervants  to  de- 
JQpife,  the  public  credit  of  the  country  impaired,  the  coafts  x>f 
thefe ^kingdoms  with  impunity  infulted,  the  exertions  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  navy  fn  fpended,  and  the  melancholy  fituation  into  which  Ire- 
land has  been  induftrioufly  brought,  prefents  to  our  view  a  feries 
of  calamity  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  our  country. 
.     '*  Eumbly  to  ftate  to  his  Majefty,  that  we  cannot  attribute 
this  uniform  fucceflion  of  misfortune  to  acc'dent,  or  even  to  tlje 
xniferable  incapacity  of  his  fervants.     That  we  muft  regard  it  as 
.Jthe  effefl  of  a  fyftem  of  government  deftradive  of  the  exer- 
tions, and  -hoftile  to  the  conftitution,  of  our  country. 

*c  T(iat  we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty.humbly  to  rcprefent  \o  hts 
Jrf ajefty,  that/  much  as  we  lament  the  blood  that  has  been  fpilt, 
tand  the  burdens  that  have  been  irnpofed  on  his  Majefty's  fubje&s, 
, in  maintaining  the  di (aft reus  conteftin  which  we  are  engaged; 
•deeply  as  we  deplore  the  perilous  ftate  of  his  Majefty's  kingdoms, 
.we  can  alone  regard  thefc,  ourprefent  misfortunes,  as  a  prelude 
to  more  ferious  calamities,  which  we  view  with  horror,  but 
which  we  Jook  forward  to  as  the  fure  coufequenee  of  perfevering 
in  that  fyftem  of  policy  which  his  Majefty's  fervants  have  pur- 
sued* 

"  That  under  thefe  circumftances  we  befeech  his  Majefty,  by 

-di (miffing  thofe  minifters  from  his  .prefence,  who  have  couftantly 

infulted  the  enemy  by  their  difcourfe,  and  encouraged   them  by 

their  incapacity,  to  give  to  his  fubjecls  a  proof  of  his  anxiety  to 

•produce  that  peace  which  his  people  fo  anxioufly  defire. 

"  We  entreat  his  Majefty,  by  difmiiling  'from  his  councils 
thofe  men  whofe  extravagance  and  want  of  good  faith  have  im- 
paired the  credit  of  thecountry,  to  difplay  his  defire  of  uniting 
with  his  fubjedis  in  reftoririg  that  public  credit  on  which  the  im- 
portance of  his  kingdom  fo  materially  depends. 

"  We  earncftly  folicit  his  Majefty,  by  difrni fling  his  prefent 
iervants,  to  give  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  ftrongeft  proof  they 
fan  receive  of  his  Majefty's  difapprobation  of  that  fyftem  of  trea- 
chery by  which  the  prefent  difcontonts  of  that  country  have  been 
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foftered,  and  of  his  MajeR/s  intention  of  fecurfng  (if  it  Is  yet 
poflible)  the  connexion  tliat  fubfifts  between  thefe  kingdoms,  by 
extending  to  men  of  all  dcfcriptions  in  that  oppreffed  country 
the  bleflings  of  the  conftitution  under  which  they  were  born. 

u  Finally,  we  implore  his  Majefty,  that  by  difmifling  from 
his  prefence  tor  ever  thofe  minifters  whofe  meafures  have  im- 
paired the  liberties,  and  whofe  extravagance  has  injured  the  for* 
tunes  of  his  ftibjcds,  he  will  afford  a  fure  teftimony  of  his  gra- 
cious intention  of  co-operating  in  reftoring  the  fpirh  of  theBn\ 
tifli  conftitution,  and  of  adopting  fuch  a  fyftem  of  economy  arid 
retrenchment  as  is  alone  confiftent  with  the  profperity  of  hisex- 
haufted  people." 

1  he  motion  was  negatived,  by  a  majority  of  77.' — Againft 
the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  the  following  Proteft  was  enterid  op 
the  Journals: 

DifTentient, 
ift.  Becaufe,  afiing  according  to  the  ancient  practice  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  and  in  conformity  with  its  true  principles, 
we  hold  the  advifers  of  the  crown  to  be  refponiible  for  the  con- 
dition of  the  ftate ;  refponfible  for  its  internal  peace  and  general 
good  government;  for  the  prefervation  of  all  its  ancient  funda- 
mental rights  and  liberties ;  for  the-  protection  of  its  commerce, 
of  its  credit,  and  the  various  fourcesof  its  profperity  and  wealth; 
for  the  obfervance  of  order,  difcipline,  and  obedience,  in  all  the 
departments  of  the  public  force  ;  for  the  honour  and  fuccefs  of 
our  arms  (if  unfortunately  engaged  in  war);  for  the  preponde- 
rance of  the  Britifh  power,  and  for  the  glory  and  fplendour  of  the 
Britifh  name.  Inftead  of  recognifing  in  his  Majefty's  minifters 
that  ability^  forefight,  and  integrity,  by  which  thefe  its  deafeft 
jnterefts  are  preferved,  we  have  feen,  throughout  a  courfe  of 
years,  the  affairs  of  the  nation  conducted  with  that  incapacity, 
perfidy,  and  corruption,  by  which  all  great  empires,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,  have  found  their  ruin ;  and  which*  in 
the  particular  ftate  and  fituation  of  Great  Britain,  have  nearly 
exhaufted  its  refources  and  its  credit,  and  annihilated  its  confti- 
tution ;  which  have  brought  (hame  upon  its  character  in  the  eyes 
of  foreign  nations,  and  diffufed  largely  among  its  fubje&s  miftruft 
in  the  intentions  of  their  governors,  hatred  of  their  power,  and 
contempt  for  their  debility. 

.  2d.  Becaufe,  encouraged  by  the  uniform,  implicit,  and  fatal 
confidence  of  this  Houfe  in  the  conduct  of  minifters,  a  fyftem  of 
government  has  arifen,  which,  if  it  be  further  perfevered  in, 
will  render  the  fortunes  of  thefe  realms  utterly  ir  retrievable  *  even 
fhould  wifdom  and  virtue  fucceed  in  the  minds  of  thofe  minifters 
to  ignorance  and  wickednefs.  That  fyftem  is  governed  by  princir 
pies  the  very  reverfe  of  thofe  by  which  ftates  and  focieties  have 
■^  T  '  l  hitherto 
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hitherto  been  kept  together.    It  is  grounded  on  the  doflr ine*  that 
'honour  and  reward  is  to  attend  on  crime  and  folly,  and  that  men 
are  to  be  entrufted  with  power  in  proportion  to  their  difpofition  to 
abufe  it.     Such  perverted  maxims  of  policy  take  firora .govern- 
ment all  the  fupport  it  derives  from  opinion.    The  opinion  of' 
its  confiftency  is  loft  by  minifters  adopting  and  rejecting,  as  it 
fuits  the  purpofe  of  their  power,  fyftems  which  they  alternately 
recotn mend  and  revile.     The  opinion  of  its  juftice  is  deftroyed 
from  feeing  that  power  depends  on  a  principle  which  confounds 
the  firft  difti notions  of  right  and  wrong.     All  opinion  of  its  vi~ 
gour  and  efficiency  is  loft  in  the  daily  infults  to  its  authority,  to 
which  they  are  compelled  to  fubmit.     Every  fpecies  of  diforder 
is  hence  introduced.     The  example  of  thofe  who  govern  is  fol- 
lowed by  thofe  who  obey.     Nothing  regular  or  orderly  is  found  in 
"  the  intercourfe  between  fubjeel  and  Jbvereign*     State  necefftty,  injleaa\s 
tf  being  referved  for  occafions  of  the  laji  emergency,  is  reforted  to  as 
the  coaftant  and  every  day  praclice  of  executive  admini/lration.     la 
4iich  a  fyftem  there  is  neither  order  nor  freedom  ;    and  it  is  the 
energy  of  freedom  alone  that  can  refill  with  effeft  the  zeal  or  fan- 
cied fuperiority  of, military  means.     Where  no  power  is  left  to 
correct  the  vices  of  an  ill  adminiftered  commonwealth,  nothing 
Will  remain  to  oppofe  to  the  enterprifes  of  a  foreign  enemy. 

3d.  Becaufe  to  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  found  by  a  foreign  enemy  in 

this  diftra&ed  condition,  when  we  have  the  means  of  avoiding  it, 

feems  to  us  highly  impolitic,  and  wantonly  to  call  down  deftruc- 

tiGn  upon  the  ftate.     We  fee  nothing  in  the  prefent  mfnifters  fo 

Valuable  as  to  induce  us  to  rifk,  for  their  prefervation,  any  part  of 

t}ie  -common   intereft.     They   have   already   kindled,    by   their 

odious  perfecution  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  the  flames  of  civil 

difcord  in  that  country.     We  believe  that  ait  immediate  change  of 

men  and  of  meafures  would  yet  preferve  the  common  ties  by 

which  the  two  countries  are  united.     If,  unhappily,  meafures  of 

intolerance  are  to  be  fuftained  by  the  fword,  and  if  that  oppretfed 

country  be  torn  from  the  Britifh  crown,  as  America  was  fevered 

from  our  empire,  rather  than  that  thefe  minifters  (hould  incur  the 

lofs  of  their  offices,  we.  are  unable  to  fee  in  what  Great  Britain 

would  be  the  gainer.     If  an  invafion  of  thefe  realms  fhould  be 

the  refult  of  delaying  to  open  a  fincere  negotiation  for  peace,  fully 

as  we  rely  upon  the  zeal  and  bravery  of  our  countrymen  for  the 

event,  we  do  not  conceive  that  the  mifchief  of  fuch  an  attempt 

would  in  any  degree  be  compen fated  by  finding,  at  the  clpfe  of  it, 

thofe  minifters  ftill  in  their  offices.     Above  all  things,  we  deem  it- 

highly  inexpedient  that  any  numerous  or  important  clafs  of  the 

people  fhould,  in  fo  perilous  a  moment,  conceive  themfelves  to  be 

placed  in  the  alternative  between  foreign  conqueft  and  domefticufurp'* 

ation.     We  think  that  in  this  crifis  no  excufe  is  left  for  not  calling 

forth  the  whole  wifdom,  and  all  that  remains  of  the  energy  of  the 
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Britifli  nation  ;  that  it  is  among  the  crimes  of  thefe  minifierS  that 
they  have  exhanfted  in  idle  alarms,  for  fadious  purpofes,  thofe  re 
fources  which  ought  to  have  been  preferred  whole  and  unbroken, 
to  meet  the  di falters  which  are  impending  over  us ;  and  for  having 
fet  up  a  cry  of  loyalty  againft  liberty,  to  the  deftru&ion  of  that 
real  ftrength  by  which  alone  our  (hores  and  our  attars  can,  in  the 
laft  extremity,  be  defended, 

4th.  Becaufe  fuch  a  fyftem  is  dangerous  to  our  prefent  fafety 
and  exiftence  as  an  independent  (late  ;  and  the  fupport  unifortnly 
given  to  it,  tends  to  degrade  and  vilify  this  Houfe  in  the  opinion 
of  the  people.  For  the  firft  time  in  our  hiftory,  the  continuance 
of  a  minifter  in  office  feems  to  be  made  axondition  of  the  confti- 
tution.  If  that  minifter,  after  having  reduced  his  country  to  the 
loweft  ebb  of  fliame  and  mifery,  (hall  continue  to  receive  and  tfr 
difpenfc  all  trufts,  honours,  and  emoluments,  and  to  be  fupportrf 
in  his  abandoned  courfes  by  this  Houfe,  no  motive  will  remain  to 
Ibve  and  reverence  a  confthution  exhibited  in  thefe  colours  to  the 
people,  through  the  medium  of  this  Houfe.  Feeling  no  intereft 
in  onr  proceedings,  they  will  lofe  all  refpeft  for  our  chara&er, 
and  all  belief  in  our  honour. 

5th.  Becaufe  we  believe  the  prefent  miniflersto  be  utterly  in- 
competent to  the  cure  of  the  evils  they  have  produced.  As  the 
principles  on  which  they  madfe  the  war  offer  no  profpeft  for  its 
fiiccefs,  thofe  on  which  they  have  hitherto  negotiated  for  peace» 
afford  no  hope  for  its  attainment  :  as  the  improvidence  and  in- 
capacity with  which  they  have  conduced  the  war,  have  con- 
tributed Co  largely  to  produce  the  calamitous  fituation  of  Europe, 
and  to  build  up  tiie  prodigious  power  of  the  French  republic,  we 
conceive  that  thev  polfefs  not  the  means  of  obtaining  fafe  or  ho- 
nourable terms  of  peace  for  this  country.  We  cannot  expeft  that 
they  will  hereaftc-r  cherilh  or  encourage  that  fpirit  of  liberty  un- 
der which,  in  former  times,  our  greatnefs  has  grown  and  been 
matured.  We  are  rafhor  imprefled  with  the  fear,  that,  under  the 
fame  pretences  which  have  caufed  all  oui  prefent  difafters,  large 
military  eltablifhments  will  continue  to  be  kept  up,  with  a  view 
of  crushing  all  its  efforts,  and  ri vetting  Hill  clofer  the  fetters  of  the 
people  ;  that,  rcleafcd  from  the  p  refill  re  of  foreign  hoftility,  they 
will  have  recou rfe  to  coercive  meafures  in  that  unhappy  country, 
where  their  oppreftions.  have  already  provoked  the  people  to  re- 
finance. We  can  hope  for  no  economy  from  men  whofe  extra- 
vagance and  walle  exceeds  whatever  has  been  heard  of  the  mad 
prodigality  of  former  periods.  We  can  expe£l  no  falutary  reform- 
ations from  thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to  engraft  upon,  ana 
biend  with  the  fubftance  of  the  conllitution  itfelf,  thofe  abufes  by 
Which  their  rapacity  is  fupported.  Finally,  we  can  expeft  from 
fijch  men  and  fuch  a  fyftem,  no  other  iffue  but  the  eftabliftiment 
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•fa  (Idtnfhioft  of  minifterial  terrorifm,  fupported  by  parliament* 
ary  corruption,  kiftead  of  the  antient  conftitution  of  this  country 
conduced  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution* 

(Signed)        Bedford. 

,    Chedwojutit. 

Ht  following  Mtffbge  from  his  Mqefly,  was  prefented  to  th&  Houjb 

of  Commons,  on  the  ift  June,  1797. 

GEORGE   R. 

TT  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  his  Majefty  acquaints  the  Honfe 
■*■  /of  Commons,  that  the  conduct  of  the  crews  of  fome  of  liis 
Ihips,  now  at  the  Nore,  in  perfifting  in  the  tnoft  violent 
and  treasonable  ads  of  mutiny  and  difobedience,  notwithftand* 
lag  the  full  extenfion  to  them  of  all  the  benefits  which  had 
been  accepted,  with  gratitude,  by  the  reft  of  his  Majefty 's  fleet ; 
wmd  notwithstanding  the  repeated  offers  of  his  Majefty's  gracious 
pttdon  on  their  returning  to  their  duty,  have  compelled  his  Ma- 
jefty to  call  01)  all  his  faithful  fubje&s  to  give  tfceir  utmoft  affiftance 
in  vepreWtt^  fiich  dangerous  and  criminal  proceedings*  His  Ma- 
jcfiy  has  dire&ed  a  copy  of  the  proclamation,  which  he  has  LiTued 
fin  thui  pur-pole,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfc .;  and  he  cannot 
feubt  that  his  Parliament  will  adopt,  with  readinefs  and  decifion* 
every  rneaCure  which  can  tend,  at  this  important  conjuncture,  to 
yravidc  for  the  public  fecurity.  And  his  Majefty  particularly  re- 
WDKXtcndsit  to  the  condderation  of  Parliament >  to  make  more  ef- 
fe&ufti  provifton  for  the  prevention  and  punifhment  of  all  traitor- 
mm»  attempts  to  excite  fedition  and  mutiny  in  his  Majefty 's  naval 
.  fcrvice  ;  or  to- withdraw  any  part  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  by  feaor 
fandy  foom  their  duty  and  allegiance  to-  him,  and  from  that  obedi- 
taoe  atulv  difcipline  which  ar<e  fo  important  to  the  prosperity  and 
the  ijafety  of  the  Britiih  empire.  G.  R. 

^     A  firmiar  meflage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

An  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  the  above  communica- 
tion was  patTed  by  both  Houfe  &  on  the  ad  June. 


i^ftfvibwMg  Msffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  prefenUd  on  the 

btbjulji  1797* 

GBOALG-E   It, 

AS  the  ftate  of  the  public  bufinefs  may  enable  his  Majefty  to  put 
an  end  m  a  ftort  time  to  the  prefenr  fefflon  of  Paitliament,  his 
Majefty  in  the  mean  time  recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Com- 
inoris  to  make  provifion  for  any  extraordinary  expenfes  that  may 
Be  required  for  the  further  fervice  of  the  year  ;  andparticularWji^j 
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afford  pecuniary  afliftance,  if  neceffary,  to  his  faithful  ally  tht 
Queen  of  Portugal,  to  enable  her  Majefty  to  repel  any  attacks 
that  may  be  made  upon  her  by  the  common  enemy. 

A  fimilar  meflage  was  prefented  on  the  fame  day  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 

An  addrefs  was  voted  to  his  Majefty  by  both  Houfes,  thanking 
him  for  his  mod  gracious  communication,  and  a  flu  ring  his  Ma* 
jefty,  that  both  Houfes  would  comply  with  the  contents  of  tte 
fame. 


Speech  of  his  Afajejly  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  on  the  20th  Jufyt 

1797,  on  proroguing  the  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  CANNOT  put  an  end  to  this  feflion  of  Parliament  without 
returning  you  my  moll  fincere  and  cordial  thanks  for  the  at 
fiduity  and  zeal  with  which  you  have  applied  yourfelves  to  the 
important  objects  which  have  required  your  attention,  and  lot 
the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  which  you  have  manifefted  in  the  new  and 
difficult  emergencies  for  which  you  have  had  to  provide. 

I  muft  particularly  exprefs  the  juft  fenfe  I  entertain  of  thefalu- 
tary  and  effectual  provifions  which  you  have  made  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  means  of  national  defence;  and  the  meafu  res  adopted  for 
obviating  the  inconveniencies  which  were  to  be  apprehended  to 
credit,  from  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of  payments  in  cafh  by  the 
Bank  ;  as  well  as  of  the  promptitude,  vigour,  and  efie&,  with 
which  you  afforded  me  your  afliilance  and  fupport  in  fuppreffingthe 
daring  and  treafonable,  mutiny  which  broke  put  in  a  part  of  my 
fleet;  and  in  counteracting  fo  dangerous  and  pernicious  an  ex- 
ample. 

1  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  acquaint  you,  that,  fi nee  the  accef- 
fion  of  the  prcfent  Emperor  of  Rivilta,  the  commercial  engage- 
ments between  the  two  countries  have  been  renewed,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  will,  1  doubt  not,  materially  conduce  to  their  mutual 
interefts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

1  muft  return  you  my  particular  thanks  for  the  liberal  and 
extenfive  provifion  which  you  have  made  for  the  various  exi- 
gencies of  the  pubic  fervice ;  and  while  I  lament  the  neceffity 
which  increafed  them  to  fo  large  an  amount,  it  is  a  confutation 
to  me  to  obferve  the  attention  you  employed  in  diftributing  the 
heavy  burdens,  which  they  occafioned,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
render  their  preflure  as  little  fevere  as  polfible  to  my  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The  iffue  of  the  important  negotiation  in  which  I  am  engaged 


is 
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Is  yet  uncertain  ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  event,  nothing  will 
have  teen  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring  it  to  a  fuccefsful  terminal 
tion,  on  fuch  conditions  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  fecurity, 
honour,  and  efiential  interefts  of  my  dominions.  In  the  mean 
time*  nothing  can  fo  much  tend  to  forward  the  attainment  of 
peace,  as  the  continuance  of  that  zeal,  exertion,  and  public  fpirit, 
"  of  which  my  fubje&s  have  given  fuch  confpicuous  and  honourable 
►proofs,  and  of  which  the  perfeverance  and  firmnefs  of  Parliament 
ha?  afforded  them  fo  ftriking  an  example. 

T}ie  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  then  faid : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  this  Parliament 
fce  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  5th  day  of  Oclober  next,  to  be 
then  here  holden  ;  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  5th  day  of  O^ober  next. 


JJir  Majejly's  niojl  gracious  Speech  to  both  Hordes  of  Parliament,  on 
^bur/day,  the  2(i of  November,  1797,  on  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  matter  of  great  concern  to  me,  that  the  earned  endeavour* 
•*■  which  I  have  continued  to  employ,  fince  I  laft  met  you  in  Parlia- 
ment, to  reftore  to  my  fubje&s  the  bleffings  of  peace,  on  fecure 
and  honourable  terms,  have  unhappily  been  rendered  ineffectual* 

The  Declaration  which  I  have  caufed  to  be  publifhed,  and  the 
other. papers  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  will,  I 
am  confident,  abundantly  prove  to  you,  and  to  the  world,  that 
every  ftep  has  been  taken  on  my  part  which  could  tend  to  accelerate 
the  conclufion  of  place  ;  and  that  the  long  delay,  and  final  rupture' 
of  the  negotiation,  are  folely  to  be  afcribed  to  the  evafive  conduct, 
the  unwarrantable  pretenfions,  and  the  inordinate  ambition  of 
thofe  with  whom  we  have  to  contend,  and,  above  all,  to  their 
inveterate  animoflty  again  ft  thefe  kingdoms, 

I  have  the  fulleft  reliance,  under  the  blefling  of  Providence,  on 
the  vigour  and  wifdom  of  your  counfels,  and  on  the  zeal,  mag- 
nanimity, and  courage  of  a  great  and  free  people,  fenfible  that 
they  are  contending  for  their  deareft  interefts,  and  determined 
to  (how  themfelves  worthy  of  the  bleffings  which  they  are  ftfug- 
gllng  tp  prefer ve. 

Compelled  as  we  are,  by  the  moft  evident  neceflity,  to  perfevere 
in  the  defence  of  all  that  is  dear   to  us,  till  a  more  juft  and 

{>acific  fpirit  ftiall  prevail  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  we  have  the 
atisfa&ion  of  knowing  that  we  poffefs  means  and  refources  pro- 
portioned to  the  obje&s  which  are  at  flake. 
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During  the  period  of  hoflilities,  and  under  the  unayaidafab 
prefliire  of  accumulated  burdens,  our  revenue  has  continued  highly 
productive,  our  national  induftry  has  been  extended,  a&d  pur  coow 
mcrce  has  furpaflbd  its  former  limits. 

The  public  fpirit  of  my  people  Jias  been  -eminently  difplayed; 
my  troops,  of  every  description,  have  acquired  frefh  claims  to  tie 
eilecm  and  admiration  of  their  country  ;  and  the  repeated  fucceflb 
of  my  navy  over  all  our  different  enemies,  have  been  receniljr 
crowned  by  the  fignal  anddccifive  victory,  with  which  Providence 
has  rewarded  the  exertions  of  my  fleet  under  the  commanded 
Admiral  Lord  Duncan. 

No  event  could  be  attended  with  more  important  and  beneficial 
confequences,  or  form  a  more  brilliant  addition  to  the  numerous 
and  heroic  exploits,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefest  war, 
have  raifed  to  a  pitch  hithertp  unequalled  the  naval  glory  of  ike 
■country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 

I  have  directed  the  eftimates  for  the  enfning  year  to  fcefaid 
before  you.  The  (late  of  the  war,  joined  to  the  happy  confe- 
quences of  our  recent  fuccefs,  will,  I  truft,  admit  of  fome  diffli- 
nution  of  expenfe,  confidently  with  the  vigorous  efforts  which 
our  fituation  indifpenfably  requires.  In  considering  what  maybe 
the  beft  mode  of  defraying  the  heavy  expenfe,  which  will  ftifi  be 
unavoidable,  you  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  bear  in.  mind,  that  the 
.prcfent  crifis  prefents  every  motive  to  animate  you  to  the  raeft 
effe&ual  and  fpii  ited  exertions ;  the  true  value  of  any  temporary 
facrifices,  which  you  may  find  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  can  only 
be  eftimatcd  by  comparing  them  with  the  importance  of  fuppoft* 
ing  effectually  our  public  credit,  and  convincing  the  enemy,  that 
while  we  retain  an  ardent  defire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace,  an 
fafe  and  honourable  terms,  we  pofTefs  the  means,  as  well  as  the 
determination,  to  fupport  with  vigour  this  arduous  contefi,  as 
long  as  it  may  be  neceifary  for  maintaining  the  fafety,  honour,  and 
independence  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

After  the  experience  I  have  had  of  your  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  me,  and  of  your  anxious  regard  for  the  interefts  of  my  fubjefls, 
1  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  a  perfeverance  in  the  famepria- 
cinles  and  conduct. 

The  events  of  every  day  mud  more  and  more  imprefs  you  with  a 
juft  fenfe  of  the  bleifings  which  we  derive  from  our  civil  and  reli-  - 
gious  eftablifhments,  and  which  have  fo  long  diftinguiihed  us  among 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.     Thefe  bleflings  can  only  be  preferved 

jnculcating  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  the 
by  reprcfling  with  promptitude  every  attempt  to  difturbopr 

internal 
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interna1!  tranquillity,  and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that  happy 
coaftitution  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  on  which  the 
fccurity  and  happinefs  of  every  clafs  of  my  fybjecls  efientially 
depend* 


la  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  the 
Jtarl  of  Glafgow,  feconcfed  by  Lord  Owydir,  and  carried  unani- 
moufly : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefis,  the  Lords 
fyrritual  and  temporal,  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne;  and  to  exprefs  to  your  Majefty  the 
jtrft  fenfe  which  we  entertain  of  your  Majefty's  paternal  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  your  fubje&s,  man i felled  in  the  earned  delire 
exprefled  by  your  Majefty  for  the  reftoration  of  peace  on  fecure 
tad  honourable  terms. 

We  fetdrn  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  the  communi- 
catiorrs  which  you  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  us ;  and  we  af- 
1&Tt  your  Majefty  that  we  (hall  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the 
confideration  of  thofe  meafures  which  the  circumftances  of  the 
prefent  crifis  require ;  and  that,  while  we  participate  with  your 
Majefty  in  the  concern  which  your  Majefty  feel's  at  the  failure  of 
your  earned  endeavours  to  procure  for  your  people  the  bleflings 
of  peace,  we  are  fully  confident,  from  the  uniforrmtenour  of  your 
Majefty's  conduct,  that  every  ftep  has  been  taken  by  your  Ma- 
jefty which  could  tend  to  accelerate  that  object ;  and  that  it  is  to 
the  unwarrantable  pretenfions  and  inordinate  ambition  of  the 
enemy,  and,  above  all,  to  their  inveterate  animofity  agairift  thefe 
kingdoms,  that  the  long  delay  and  final  rupture  of  the  negotiation 
are  to  be  aicribed. 

We  entreat  your  Majefty  to  believe  that,  imprefled  as  we  are 
with  the  neceffity  and  the  magnitude  of  the  conteft  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  as  well  as  of  the  value  of  the  interefts  which  we 
have  at  ftake,  no  exertion*  will  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  enable 
your  Majefty  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour,  until  a  more  juft 
and  pacific  fpirit  (hall  prevail  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  and  to 
.employ,  in  the  defence  of  every  thing  that  is  deareft  to  us,  thofe 
means  and  refourcei  which  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  country 
holds  out. 

We  allure  your  Majefty  that  we  reflect  with  peculiar  fatisfac- 
tion  on  the  public  fpirit  which  has  been  difplayed  by  your  Ma- 
jefty's fubjefls,  and  on  the  conduct  by  which  yoiw  Majefty's 
troops,  of  every  defcription,  have  acquired  fre(h  claims  to  our 
eAeemand  admiration. 

Vol.  VI.  3^  ^* 


(    4°8    I 

During  the  period  of  hoitilLties*  and  under  the  unayoidah]* 
preflbre  of  accumulated  burdens,  our  revenue-  has.  continued  highly 
productive,  our  national  induftry  has  been  extended,  andourcaow 
merce  has  furpaffed  its  former  limits. 

The  public  fpirit  of  my  people  Jias  been  eminently  difplayed.; 
my  troops,  of  every  description,  have  acquired  freih  claims  tq  the 
eiteem  and  admiration  of  their  country  ;  and  the  repeated  fuccefles 
of  my  navy  over  all  our  different  enemies,  .have  been  recently 
crowned  by  the  fignal  and  decifive  viftory,  with  which  Providence 
has  rewarded  the  exertions  of  my  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Lord  Duncan. 

No  event  could  be  attended  with  more  important  and  beneficial 
confequences,  or  form  a  more  brilliant  addition  to  the  numerous 
and  heroic  exploits,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefect  war, 
iave  raifed  to  a  pitch  hithenp  unequalled  the  naval  glory  trf  tfc 
■country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hpufc  of  Commons,  , 

I  4ave  directed  the  eftimates  for  the  enfning  y^ar  to  "bciritf 
before  you.  The  (late  of  the  war,  joined  to  the  happy  coafe- 
quences  of  our  recent  fuccefs,  will,  I  truft,  admit  of  fome  dmi- 
nution  of  expenfe,  confidently  with  the  vigorous  efforts  winch 
our  fituation  indifpenfably  requires.  In  confidering  what  maybe 
.the  beft  mode  of  defraying  the  heavy  expenfe,  which  will  fiitt  fee 
unavoidable,  you  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  bear  if)  mind,  that  tfce 
j>refent  crifis  prefents  every  motive  to  animate  you  to  the  moft 
effectual  and  fpirited  exertions ;  the  true  value  of  any  temparaif 
facrifices,  which  you  may  find  neceffary  fox  this  purpofe,  can  only 
be  efti  mated  by  comparing  them  with  the  importance  of  fuppofft* 
ing  effectually  our  public  credit,  and  convincing  the  enemy,  that 
while  we  retain  an  ardent  defire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace,  gq 
fafe  and  honourable  terms,  we  poffefs  the  means,  as  well  as  the 
determination,  to  fupport  with  vigour  this  arduous  cohteft,  as 
long  as  it  may  be  neceffary  for  maintaining  the  fafety,  honour,  and 
independence  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

After  the  experience  I  have  had  of  your  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  me,  and  of  your  anxious  regard  for  the  interefts.of  my  fubjed^ 
1  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  prin- 
ciples and  conduct. 

The  events  of  every  day  muff  more  and  more  imprefs  you  with  3 
juft  fenfe  of  the  bleffings  which  we  derive  from  our  civil  and  cell-  - 
gious  eftablifhments,  and  which  have  fo long  diftioguifhed  us  amoog 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.     Thefe  bleffings  can  only  be  preferved 
by  inculcating  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  tie 
laws,  by  reprefling  with  promptitude  every  attempt  to  difturb  biir 
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We  are  particularly  deflrous  df  embracing  the  earlieft  opportu- 
nity to  offer  to  your  Majefty  our  warm  and  heartfelt  congratula- 
tions on  that  fignal  and  deciiive  vi&ory  which  has  crowned  the  fe- 
ries  of  fplcndid  fuccefles  obtained  by  your  Majefty *s  fleets  over  all 
our  different  enemies  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war ;  a  vidory 
no  lefs  important  in  its  confequences  than  glorious  in  the  circum- 
stances by  which  it  is  diftinguifbed. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  the  manner  in  which  your  Majefty 
is  pleafed'to  express  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  beft  endea- 
vours to  teftify  by  our  conduct  our  anxious  regard  for  the  inte- 
refts  of  our  country,  and  our  invariable  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  government. 

Senfible  of  the  bleflings  which,  under  your  Majefty's  paternal 
care,  are  derived  to  us  from  our  civil  and  religious  eltablifh* 
ments,  and  which  diftinguifti  us  from  among  ail  the  nations  of 
Europe  ;  and  perfuaded  that  thefe  bleflings  can  only  be  preferred 
by  inculcating  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  by  repreiling  with  promptitude  every  attempt  tt> 
difturb  our  internal  tranquillity — it  (hall  be  the  firft  objeft  of  our 
atteution  to  contribute,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  tt  the 
maintenance  of  that  happy  conttitution  which  we  inherit  from 
our  anceftors,  and  on  which  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  evetjr 
clafs  of  your  Majefty's  fubje&s  eflentially  depend. 


To  the  abdVe  Addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  following moft 
gracious  anfwer : 

My  Lords, 

I  THANK  you  for  this  loyal,  dutiful,  and  affeflionate ad- 
drefs. 

In  a  crifis  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs 
of  every  clafs  of  my  fubje&s,  it  is  a  great  fatisfaclion  to  me  to 
know  that  you  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  nature,  magnitude, 
and  neceifity  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged;  and  that  I 
may  rely  with  confidence  on  your  fupport  in  my  fixed  and  unal- 
terable determination  to  maintain  to  the  utmoft  the  laws,  liber- 
ties, and  religion  of  my  people,  and  the  dignity,  honour,  and 
independence  of  my  kingdoms. 


Addrefs 
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'  Addrefs  oftheHoufe  rf  Commons  to  his  Majefty,  in  Anfwr  to  his 

Speech  on  the  id  of  November ',   1797. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign,  ; 

TTfyTE,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeQs,  theCom- 
•  "  monsof  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  affemj)led,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  mod  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  for  the  communication  of  the  decla- 
ration, and  the  other  papers  refpe&ing  the  negotiation  with  , 
France,  which  your  Majefty  has  been  grafcioufly  pleafed  to  direct 
to,  be  laid  before  us. 

.  fPermit  us  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  (hall  not  fail  to  ap- 
.  ply  ourfelves,  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  attention,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  meafures  which  th^  prefent  crifis  requires  ; 
J>ut  we  cannot  refrain  from  exprefting,  at  the  earlieft  moment, 
our  firm  determination  to  afford  your  Majefty  the  moft  cffe&uai 
fupport  in-- refitting  every  unwarrantable  pretenfion,  and  checking 
(very  attempt  dictated  by  inordinate  ambition  on  the  part  of  thofe 
with  whom  we  have  to  contend. 

We  entertain  a  firm  perfuafion  that  all  your  Majefty's  faithful 
{objects  feel  as  they  ought  the  value  of  the  bleflings  which  they 
are  ftruggling  to  preferve,  and  will  not  fail,  in  every  fituation,  to, 
fupport  your  Majefty,  in  defence  of  their  effential  interefts,  with 
the  zeal,  magnanimity,  and  courage,  worthy  of  a  great  and  free 
people:  and  we  mull,  at  the  prefent  moment,  obferve,  with  pe- 
culiar fatisfaclion,  the  proofs  afforded  of  our  means  and  internal 
refources  in  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  revenue,  induftry,  and 
commerce  of  the  country. 

With;  the  utmoft  gratitude  we  acknowledge  the  fenfe  which 
your  Majefty  expreffes  of  the  public  fpiiit  which  has-been  fo 
eminently  difplayed  by  your  people,  and  of  the  conduct  of  your 
Majefty's  troops  of  every  description,  which  has  juftly  entitled 
them  to  the  additional  efteem  and  admiration  of  their  country. 

And  we  imft  heartily  congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the  fignal 
and  decifive  viflory  with  which  Providence  has  rewarded  the  ex- 
ertions of  your  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Dun- 
can; an  event  which  has  crowned  the  repeated  maritime  fucceflfes 
obtained  over  all  our  enemies,  and  has  indeed  afforded  a  brilliant 
addition  to  the  numerous  and  heroic  exploits  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  have  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  the  naval 
glory  of  the  country. 

It  will  afford  us  great  fatisfaclion  to  find  that  any  branches  of 
our  expenfe  will  admit  of  reduction,  coniiftently  with  the  conti- 
nuance of  thofe  vigorous  efforts  which  mull  be  nt-ccifsry  for  our 
fafety,  and  which,  at  all  events,  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with 
heavy  expenfe.     In  confidering  what  may  be  the  beft  mode  of  de- 
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fraying  it,  we  (hall,  undoubtedly,  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  crifis;  and,  in  cftimating  the  value  of  any  temporary  fit* 
orifices,  we  (hall  not  lofe  fight  x>f  the  infinite  importance  of  fup- 
porting  effedtually  our  public  credit,  and  of  convincing  the  eneaiy 
that,  while  we  join  in  your  Majefty's  anxious  defire  for  the  con- 
clufion  -of  peace,  on  fafe  and  honourable  terms,  we  poflefs  the 
means,  as  well  as  the  determination,  to  fupport  with  vigour  this 
arduous  contcft,  as  long  as  it  may  be  rendered  neceffary,  fof 
maintaining  the  fafety,  honour,  and  independence  of  theft 
kingdoms. 

We  befeech  your  Majefty  to  believe  that  our  loyalty  and  tk  • 
tachment  to  your  Majeity,  and  our  anxious  rega/d  tor  the  inte- 
rcfts  of  your  fuhjefts,  will  enfure  our  perfeverance  in  that  line 
of  conduft  which  may  beft  preferve  the  advantage*  refultingto 
your  people  from  your  Majefty's  aufpicious  government. 

The  bleflings  which  we  derive  from  our  civil  and  religion 
eftablifliments  have  long  been  deeply  imprinted  on  our  mindi; 
and  we  cannot  but  feel  more  and  more,  from  the  events  of  every 
day,  how  much  they  diftinguifli  us  among  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope :  we  (hall  never  be  unmindful  that  they  can  only  be  pre- 
ferved  by  inculcating  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience 
to  the  laws,  by  repreffing  with  promptitude  every  attempt  ft 
difturb  our  internal  tranquillity,  and  by  maintaining  inviolftte 
that  happy  conftitution  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  OQ 
which  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every  clafs  of  your  Majefty's 
fubjc&s  eflentially  depend. 


His  Afajeftys  Anjwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  m 

the  2d  November ',   1797. 

Gentlemen, 

I  RETURN  you  my  warmed  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful 
addrefs,  and  for  the  expreflions  of  your  affc  61  ion  ate  attachment  to 
my  perfon  and  government.  The  affurances  of  your  firm  deter- 
mination to  refill,  to  the  utmoft,  the  unwarrantable  pretentions 
and  inordinate  ambition  of  the  enemy,  afford  me  the  higheft  ft- 
tisfa&ion  at  this  important  conjuncture.  They  juftify  the  reli- 
ance which  I  have  uniformly  placed  on  the  vigour  and  wifdom  of 
your  councils,  and  leave  me  no  room  to  ^oubt  that  the  ftrength 
and  refources  of  thefe  kingdoms  will  be  efFe&ually  employed  in 
fupporting  our  denrcft  intercfts,  maintaining  our  happy  conftitu- 
tion, and  vindicating  the  honour  and  independence  of  the  coun- 
try t 
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IRISH  PARLIAMENT. 

Olffagt  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  tie  Houfe  of  Commons  on  th$ 

16/A  January,  1 797* 

Camden. 

?  HAVE  it  in  command  from  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 
*■  of  Commons,  that  his  Majefty  feels  thedcepeft  regret  that  his 
endeavours  to  preferve  peace  with  Spain,  and  to  adjuft  all  matters 
iftdtfcuflion  with  thatcoUrt  by  an  amicable  negotiation,  have  been 
ipndered  ineffe&ual  by  an  abrupt  and  unprovoked  declaration  of 
•rar  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  King. 

His  Majefty,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fincerely  laments  this 
addition  to  the  calamities  of  war,  already  extending  over  i'o  great 
ft  part  of  Europe,  has  the  fatisfa&ion  to  refledr,  that  nothing  has 
been  omitted  on  his  part  which  could  contribute  to  the  mainte~ 
JUM&e  ?of  peace,  on  grounds  confident  with  the  honour  of  his 
CTIW0)  and  the  interefts  of  his  dominions. 

And  he  trufts,  that,  under  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence, 

the  fiftnnefs  *nd  wifdom  of  his  Parliament  will  enable  him  effeo 

~  tuatiy  to  repel  this  unprovoked  aggreffion,  and  to  afford  to  all  Eu~ 

4*pe  an  additional  proof  of  the  fpirit  and  refources  of  his  Ma- 

jtAy's  kingdoms. 

1  am  alfo  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  his  Majefty  feels  the  utmoft  concern  that  his 
varneft  endeavours  to  etkSt  the  reftoration  of  peace  have  been  un- 
fmppily  fruftrated,  and  that  the  negotiation  in  which  he  was  en* 
gaged  has  been  abruptly  broken  off,  by  the  peremptory  refufal 
of  the  French  government  to  treat,  except  upon  a  bafis  evidently 
tftadtftiiflible,  and  by  their  having  in  confequence  required  his  Ma- 
jefty *$  plenipotentiary  to  quit  Paris  within  forty-eight  hours. 

I  have  dire&ed  the  feveral  memorials  and  papers  which  have 
been  exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  difcuffion,  and  the  ac- 
count tranfmitted  to  his  Majefty  of  its  final  refult,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

From  thefe  papers  his  Majefty  trufts  it  will  be  proved  to  the 
whole  world,  that  his  conduft  has  been  guided  by  a  Sincere  defire 
to  effect  the  reftoration  of  peate,  on  principles  fuited  to  the 
felattve  fituation  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  effential  for  the  per-v 
.  manent  interefts  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  general  fecurity  of 
Europe,  whilft*  his  enemies  have  advanced  pretenfions  at  once  in- 
confiftent  with  thofe  obje&s,  unfupportable  even  on  the  grounds 
on,  which  they  were  profefled  to  reft,  and  repugnant  both  to  the 
fyftern  eftablilhed  by  repeated  treaties,  and  to  the  pririciples  and 
pra&ice  which  have  hitherto  regulated  the  intercourse  of  inde- 
pendent nations. 
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In  this  fit  nation  his  Majcfty  lias  the  confolation  of  reflecting, 
that  the  «.'<>:u;miarice  of  the  calamities  cf  war  can  be  imputed  only 
to  the  unimt  and  exorbitant  views  of  his  enemies;  and  his  Ma-' 
jefty,  looking  forward  with  anxiety  to  the  moment  when  they  may 
be  difpo:  ii  to  ad  on  different  principles,  places,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  l;:l!etl  reliance,  under  the  protection  of  Providence,  on 
the  wifdom  and  rirmnefs  of  Parliament,  on  the  tried  valour  of 
his  forces  by  fca  and  land,  and  the  zeal,  public  fpirit,  and  "rev 
fources  of  his  kingdoms,  for  vigorous  and  effednal  fupport  in  the  . 
profecution  of  a  contdt,  which  it  does  not  depend  on  his  Majefty 
to  terminate,  and  which  involves  in  it  the  fecurity  and  permanent 
interefts  of  this  country,  and  of  Europe. 

I  fincerely  congratulate  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  the 
failure  of  the  recent  formidable  attempt  of  the  French  to  invade 
his  Majrfty's  kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  the  providential  difperfion  of  ' 
their  fquadrons  until  his  Majefty's  fleets  were  enabled  to  appear 
upon  the  coalt,  cannot  fail  sto  imprefs  fenfations  of  awful  am) 
ferious  gratitude  for  fo  fignal  an  inilance  of  Divine  interpofition ; 
at  the  fame  time  the  Commons  will  cherifh  the  fatisfadpry  re* 
fledion,  that  the  delufive  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  creating  divifion 
and  infurred ion  in  the  country,  by  which  the  enemy  were  in- 
fpircd,  have  been  totally  difappointcd  ;  and  that  the  late  alarm 
has  afforded  his  Majefty's  fubje&s  an  opportunity  of  teftifying,  at 
the  hazard  of  their  fortunes  and  their  lives,  their  invincible  at- 
tachment to  the  mild  government  of  their  beloved  Sovereign  and 
the  bleflings  of  their  happy  conftitution.  I  have  beheld  with 
ple.-ifure  the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  his  Majefty*s  regular  and  mili- 
tary iorccs,  and  the  prompt  and  honourable  exertions  of  the 
yeomanry  corpr,  whofe  decided  utility  has  been  fo  abundantly 
difplr.ycd,  whi'e  the  diftingr.  lined  fervices  of  the  moil  refpeftable 
char.Ocrs  in  forwarding  the  mcafures  of  government,  the  bene- 
volent attention  fhown*  to  the  army  by  all  ranks  and  deferiptions 
of  jH-ifr.ns,  and  the  fptritcd  meafures  which  were  taken  to  flip- 
per public  credit,  have  made  an  indelible  imprcflion  upon  my 
nv,i;ii.  It  Mas  from  this  general  fpirit  of  animated  and  gallant 
lo\  illy  that  1  wis  infpired  with  a  juft  hope,  that,  had  the  enemy 
fuc. -ceded  in  an  attempt  to  land,  their  career  would  have  been 
terminated  in  total  diicomfnure.  I  have  not  failed  to  reprefent 
to  h.a  Majedv  thii,  meritorious  condud  of  his  faithful  fubjeds  of 
Ireland,  and  am  exprefhly  commanded  to  convey  to  them  his 
cordi.il  acknowledgments  and  thanks. 

His  Majeity'o  concern  for  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  his 
people  has  been  anxious  and  unceafing ;  he  was  prepared  to  fend 
every  rcqi-i-ite" military  adiftance  frorrl  Great  Britain, 

And  his  Majedv  5s  not  without  hopes,  that  the  formidable 
flctt  affembded  \uiA\-y  the  command  of  Lord  Bridport  for  the 
protection  of  this  kingdom  (the  arrival  of  which  was  only  ob- 

ftruded 


ftru&ed  by  thofe  adverfe  ftorms  which  have  proved  fo  deftru&ive 
to  Jthe  prefent  expedition  of  the  enemy),  may  (till  fall  in  with 
the  hoftile  fquadron,  and  effe&  their  total  defeat. 

At  the  fame  time,  however,"  his  Majefty  trufts,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  adyert  to  the  fituation  and  refources  of 
the  kingdom  for  eflablifhing-  future  Security,  by  means  propor- 
tionable to  the  daring  efforts  which  may  be  expe&ed  from  a  def- 
perate  enemy,  who  having  rejected  every  reafonable  propofal  for 
the  reftoration  of  peace,  is  endeavouring  to  excite  di  faffed  ion 
among  his  Majefty's  fubjefls,  and  to  propagate  the  principles  of 
anarchy  by  the  fpirit  of  plunder. 


Anfiyer  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Addrefs  voted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  in '  confequence  of  the  above  Meffage. 

THE  marks  of  confidence  and  good  opinion  which  have 
been  bellowed  on  "me  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  fo  much 
more  than  I  deferve,  that  I  feel  the  acknowledgments  due  to 
them  to  be  infinitely  beyond  what  I  can  exprcfs 

It  is  a  fource  of  the  greateft  fatisfatSHon  to  obferve,  that  as  the 
danger  has  approached,  the  fpirit  and  ioyalty  of  this  nation  have 
been  more  confpicuous.  This  kingdom  has  felt,  with  an  honeft 
indignation,  the  conduit  of  an  enemy,  who  not  only  threatened  its 
coafts  with  the  ufual  weapons  of  war,  but  endeavoured  to  produce 
diflenfion  amongft  its  inhabitants,  and  to  (hake  its  confidence  in 
the  fifler  kingdom.  To  repel  fuch  a -foe,  whofe  power  is  not 
yet  crufhed,  but  whofe  inveteracy  is  undiminiihed,  will  require 
exertions  which,  from  the  example  I  have  lately  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  meditate,  would,  I  firmly  truft,  have  terminated  in  the 
difcomfiture  of  the  enemy  ;  but  which  continued,  as  I  am  confi- 
dent they  will  be,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  nation,  and  encouraged  by 
the  protection  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
prevent  the  renewal  of  their  attempt,  or  render  it  completely 
abortive,  if  it  fhould  be  repeated. 

I  receive  with  infinite  pleafure  thofe  expreflions  of  approbation 
yon  are  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  me  for  the  encouragement  I  have 
given  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  yeomanry  corps :  their  extenj 
and  their  utility  have  even  exceeded  my  expectations.  It  has 
given  the  moft  convincing  proof  of  the  refource  and  the  true  fpirit 
of  this  nation,  and  it  has  mown  that  every  rank  in  the  ftate  will 
unite  in  the  prefervation  of  thofe  bleflings  they  enjoy  under  our 
happy  conftitutioh. 

My  reprefentations  to  his  Majefty  have  been  made  with  the 
fincerity  for  which  you  give  me  credit,  and  with  the  fentimenrs 
I  ought  to  be  impreifed  with  when  I  take  not  fee  of  the  loyaltv, 
the  liberality  and  the  zeal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  of  the 

Irifti 
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In  th:s  fituation  his  Majefty  lias  the  con  folk  I  *      t  + 

that  the  •»•■■  mil:::Cc  ot  the  calamities  cf  war  cai?^' ' '  ^  jjr 
to  the  w  ;':  ;  .i:id  exorbitant  views  of  his  encj£  .'-  -*  •"  "  • 
jeft) ,  lo.,.  ::..;  forward  with  anxiety  to  the  mr  %    '  h  J 

be  difpo:  i     i';  ad   on  different  principle!    ;  f^m 

time,  the  1. -i  vfl  reliance,  under  the  protr '!' :  *?*• 

the  wifdom  ami  firmnefs  of  Parliamer .      /  ^* 

his  forces  by  fca  and  land,  and  the';  -     .'  *™b 

fuurccs  of  his  kingdoms,  for  vigoror  "**• 

profecution  of  a  contdt,  which  it  f     '  • 

to  terminate,  and  which  involves  _ 

intcrefts  of  this  country,  and  of.     .     . 

I    (inccrely  congratulate  tr  :  .  of  Commm}  mm 

failure  of  the  recent  formid'    .**  ;  •  ■ 

his  Majcfty's  kingdom  of  .T  ?  >  '  ^cs  committed  in  many puti 
their  fquadrons  until  hi*  *  .iiemly  perpetrated  with  a  w» 
upon  the  coalt,  cannot.  .it  the  adminiitration  of  juftice,fcf 

fcrious  gratitude  for  fo^         .^r  and  robbery,  have  lately  increafed 
at  the  fame  time  tb        u  fomc  part's  of  that  province!  as  to  bid 
flection,  that  the  i     jns  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger  the 
and  infurreaba  '  ^  0f  his  Majefty  s  fubjeib  in  that  part  of 
fpircd,  have  bv  / 

has  afforded  Mv^  are  encouraged  and  fupported  by  treafonaUft 
the  hazard-  C^Jkriurn our  happy  conftitution* 
tachment  tr«|JL  been  held  out  aaainll  the  lives 


ytgvc  been  held  out  againlt  the  lives  of  all  perfons  wha 


^        irLrf*'1"1  unarm  me  peaccaoic  mnaouanis;  incircn- 

yeom    fl£i0  collect  great  quantities  of  arms  'in  obfeure  hiding- 

difp1    ^t^^cir  a!!"eir.hl:ng  by  night  to  exercife  in  the  practice  of 

chr     jt* '^eir  intimidations,  accompanied  by  the  moft  horrid  mur- 

V(      ^ffl  prevent  liis  Majefty  *s  faithful  fbbjefts  from  joining  the 

r      ^5a'ry  corPs  eitabliflied  by  law  ;  their  having  fired  on  fome  of 

rfjlfrjefty's  jullices  of  the  peace,  and  threatened  with  murder 

^lifho  lhould.havc  the  fpirit  to  Hand  forth   in  fupport  of  the 

&I,  which  threats  have  been  recently  exemplified  \  their  attacks 

-  ibe  military, 'by  firing  on  them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty; 

jpve  fo  totally  bid  defiance  to  the  ordinary  exutions  of  civil 

power,  that  I  found  myfelf  obliged  by  every  tie  of  duty  tb  hit 

Jjajcfty,  and  of  regard  to  the  welfare  of  his  faithful  fubje&s,  to 

provide  for  the  public  fafety  by  the  moft  effectual  and  immediate 

application  of  the  military  force  cntrufted  to  me. 

I  have  accordingly  ordered  the  general  commanding  in  that 

province  to  difpofe  of  and  employ  thofc  troops  under  his  coov 

mand  with  the  afliltiuico  and'  co-operation  of  the  yeomanry  It 

''^^^profs  the fe  outrages  ;  and,  by  fuzing  upon   all  arms  and  am* 

^^^^Bfioij,  10  recover  iuch  as  iud  bem  traitorouily  taken  from  his 

'^^  *  Majeftys 
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ops  and  others,  and  more  effe&ually  to  defeat  the 
'  ofe  who  had  endangered  the  public  fafety. 

~->&ion  of  informing  you,  that  by  the  firm  and 

*  the  general  and  the  troops  under  him,  aftd 

of  the  yeomanry  corps,  a  very  confider- 

^een  taken  ;  and  I  am  encouraged  t6 

'e  fame  vigorous  meafures  will  giv6 

and  reftore  to  the  civil  power  its 

■  has  ever  been  my  wifh,  and 

-i^  to  fupport  with  energy  and 


*  " 


.xcelleney  the  Lord  Lieutefiant  to   the  Houfe  ef 
Commons  on  the  11th  Jfril,  *797« 


oentlejtien, 

. ..  g|N  purfuance  of  the  refolution  entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of 
-«?  C^1111^0"8  on  t'ie  l&  °f  March,  1797,  for  raifing  towards  the 

\    supply  granted  to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of  3,395,697/.  upon  the 

tefins  therein  mentioned,  1  have  given  fuch  directions  as  appeared 

to  me  moil  proper  to  carry  the  fame  into  execution ;  and  I  am 

lorry  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  found,  after  the  mod  diligent  en- 

"*  deayours  exerted  for  the  purpofe,  that  the  fum  intended  to  be 

■,  Jlfpifefj  by  the  faid  refolution  cannot  be  obtained  according  to  the 

t  . terms  thereof.     I  therefore  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  that  this 

jHoufe  fhould  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  not  doubting  that 

the  Commons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's 

•  ,  government,  and  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  will  take  fuch  mea- 
fures as  (hall  be  mod  prudent  to  carry  the  intentions  of  that  falutary 
JJc{blution  into  effedl.  C. 


JMtffag*  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 

2<jtb  April,  1797. 

Camden. 

Y  TPON  information  of  the  meetings  of  certain  perfons,  ftyling 
V'  themfelves  United  Irifhmen,  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting 
plant  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  and  of  the  eftablifhed 
government  of  this  kingdom,  two  committees  in  the  town  of 
Bclfaft  have  been  arretted,  and  their  papers  feized ;  they  contain 
darter  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  public  welfare,  that  I  have 
dir4&ed  them  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
I  recommend  it  to  them  to  take  the  fame  into  thsir  ferious 
consideration.  I  ihall,  w  the  meaa  time,  purfuc  thofe  meafures 
.".  Voi. VI.  ,        3H  vrtjfc^ 
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Irifh  nation. — They  are  received  by  his  Majefty  with  ttoe  appro- 
bation they  merit,  and  I  fbould  ill  execute  his  gracious  commands 
if  I  did  not  exprefs  his  entire  and  grateful  fatisfadion. 

Encouraged  by  the  confidence  you  are  fa  good  as  to.exprefs,  I 
(hall  endeavour  to  perform  that  duty  with  which  his  Majefty  hu 
entrufted  me ;  and  afiifted  by  your  advice,  and  depending  upon 
your  indulgence,  I  look  forward  with  confidence,  .which  the 
jefle&ion  upon  my  own  ability  would  not  allow  me  to  entertain 
to  the  happy  termination  of  the  difficulties  we  may  have  to  en- 
counter. 


Meffage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  on  the 

\%tb  March y    1797. 

HpHE  dangerous  rmd  the  daring  outrages  committed  in  many  parts 
-*  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  evidently  perpetrated  with  a  view 
to  fuperfede  the  law,  and  prevent  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  bj 
'  an  organized  fyftcm  of  murder  and  robbery,  have  lately  increafed 
to  fo  alarming  a  degree  in  fomc  parts  of  that  province,  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  exertions  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger  the 
lives  and  properties  of  his  Ma  jelly's  fubje&s  in  that  part  of 
the  kingdom, 

Thefe  outrages  are  encouraged  and  fupported  by  treafooabb 
aflbciations  to  overturn  our  happy  conftitution* 

Threats  have  been  held  out  again  it  the  lives  of  all  perfons  who 
ihall  venture  to  di (cover  fuch  their  trcafonable  intentions.  The 
frequent  treafonable  aifcmblage  of~peri*ons,  and  their  proceeding 
by  threats  and  force  to  difarm  the  peaceable  inhabitants;  their  en* 
deavours  to  collect  great  quantities  of  arms  in  ob  feu  re  hiding: 
places;  their  aifembling  by  night  to  exercife  in  the  practice  of 
arms  ;  their  intimidations,  accompanied  by  the  moft  horrid  mur- 
ders, to  prevent  his  Majefty  \s  faithful  fubje&s  from  joining  the 
yeomanry  corps  cftabliflied  by  law  ;  their  having  fired  on  fome  or 
his  Majeity's  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  threatened  with  murder 
any  who  ihoukLha've  the  fpirit  to  Hand  forth  in  fupport  of  the 
laws,  which  threats  have  been  recently  exemplified  ;  their  attacks 
on  the  military, 'by  firing  on  them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty; 
have  fo  totally  bid  defiance  to  the  ordinary  exutions  of  civil 
power,  that  I  found  myfelf  obliged  by  every  tie  of  duty  to  hit 
Majefty,  and  of  regard  to  the  welfare  of  his  faithful  (ubje&s,  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety  by  the  moft  effectual  and  immediate 
application  of  the  military  force  entrufted  to  me. 

I  have  accordingly  ordered  the  general  commanding  in  thtf 

province  to  difpofe  of  and  employ  thofe  troops  under  his  coov 

mand  with  the  afliflance-  and*  co-operation  of  the  yeomanry  t* 

■iiiipprcfs  thefe  outrages  ;  and,  by  fuzing  upon   all  arr»s  and  att* 

Bgfyi/iitio/),  10 recover  luctv  as  hud  be.n  traitoroully  taken  ftonrhis 

"^  *  M^efty's 
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^iajenVs  troops  and  others,  and  more  effe&ually  to  defeat  the 
evil  defigns  of  thole  who  had  endangered  the  public  fafety . 

J  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  informing  you,  that  by  the  frrfti  and 
temperate  conaucl  of  the  general  and  the  troops  under  him,  j&ti& 
tjjjfe 'zealous  co-operation  of  the  yeomanry  corps,  a  very  confider- 
able  number  of  arms  has  been  taken;  and  I  am  encouraged  t6 
hope  that  a  continuance  of  the  fame  vigorous  meafures  will  giv£ 
confidence  tothe  weH-dHpofed,  -and  reftore  to  the  civil  power  its 
conftitutional  authority,  which  it  has  ever  been  my  wifh,  and 
fcall  be  my  ftrenuous  endeavour  to  fuppoft  faith  energy  and 
efte£t. 

titieffage  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  ef 

Commons  on  the  i  \th  Jfril,  1)97. 

Camden. 

Gentlejtien, 

IN  purfuance  of  the  refolution  entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of 
*r  Commons  on  the  ift  of  March,  1797,  for  raifing  towards  the 
luppty  granted  to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of  3>395^97^  uPon  *he 
tfenfts  therein  mentioned,  1  have  given  foch  directions  as  appeared 
to  me  moft  proper  to  carry  the  feme  into  execution  ;  and  I  Urn 
forry  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  found,  after  the  moft  diligent  en- 
deavours exerted  for  the  purpofe,  that  the  fum  intended  to  be 
Jraifed  by  the  faid  refolution  cannot  be  obtained  according  to  the 
terms  thereof.  I  therefore  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  that  this 
Houfe  fhould  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  hot  doubting  that 
the  Commons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's 
government,  and  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  will  take  fuch  mea- 
fures as  (hall  be  moft  prudent  to  carry  the  intentions  of  that  falutary 
Jefolution  into  effedl.  C. 


Miffage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 

2$tb  Jpril,  1797. 

Camden. 

*t  TPON  information  of  the  meetings  of  certain  perfons,  ftyling 

-      themfelves  United  Irifhmen,  for  the  purjpofe  of  concerting 

plans  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  and  of  the  eftablifhed 

Evernment  of  this  kingdom,  two  committees  in  the  town  of 
Ifaft  have  been  arrefted,  and  their  papers  feized ;  they  contain 
matter  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  public  welfare,  that  I  have 
dird&ed  them  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
I  recommend  it  to  them  to  take  the  fame  into  thsir  ferious 
coiifideration.  I  fhall,  m  the  meah  time,  purfuc  thofe  meafures 
.  Vol.  VI.  3H  ^tas^ 
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which  have  received  your  fanSion  and  approbation  with  unr£ 
mitting  vigour,  and  employ  the  force  entrufted  to  me  in  the  moft 
efficient  manner  for  the  protection  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  fub- 
jeEls  a^i-infi  all  treafonable  defigns,  and  for  bringing  to  condign 
puniiimicnt  thofe  who  are  endeavourirg  to  overturn  the  confuta- 
tion, and  betuy  tins  country  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies. 


i 


Speech  ofthf  Lord  Lieutenant  to  loth  Houfes  of  Parliament,'  onfoyf 

°f  Jub>   I797>  on  proroguing  them* ' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

HAVE  the  fatisfadtion  of  being  at  length  enabled  to  relieve 
you  from  your  laborious  attendance  in  Parliament,  and  am 
commanded  by  his  Majefty  to  exprefs  the  juft  fenfe  he  entertains 
of  that  firm,  tender,  and  vigorous  determination  which  youhsive 
uniformly  manifefled  in  fupporting  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
protecting  our  happy  conftitution  from  the  attempts  of  every 
foreign  and  domeftic  enemy. 

I  have  much  pleafure  in  announcing  to  you,,  that  the  Britiih 
Parliament  has. paired  a£ls  for  prohibiting  the  bounty  on  (ail- 
cloth  exported  to  Ireland,  and  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
cambric  from  all  countries  except  this  kingdom* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  for  your  unanimity 
in  voting  the  extraordinary  fupplies  which  the  public  exigencies 
demanded.  However  unprecedented  thofe  fupplies  have  been  in 
extent,  and  however  difficult  they  may  have  been  rendered  from 
the  (late  of  public  credit,  you  have  wifely  attended  to  the  fupe- 
rior  confideration  of  national  fafety.  Such  ah  exertion  is  the 
fureft  proof  that  you  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  invaluable  bleffings 
which  we  are  contending  to  preferve,  and  that  the  beft 
means  of  effecting  an  honourable  peace,  and  of  reftoring  all  the 
comforts  of  tranquillity,  are  by  difplaying  at  ence  your  deter- 
mination and  your  power,  and  by  convincing  your  enemies  of  the 
extent  of  your  rcfources,  as  well  as  of  the  fteadinefs  of  your 
courage. 

The  ready  afllftance  which  has  been  received  from  the  filter 
kingdom  in  facilitating  the  loan  of  the  year,  whilft  it  is  a  fare 
demon  It  ration  of  her  friendly  cordiality,  cannot  fail  to  ftiow  how 
infeparuble  are  the  mutual  interefts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and 
how  necenhry  their  connexion  is  for  their  mutual  profperity. 

Your   humanity    in   directing   your    attention  to  the   prefent 
diftrefs  ameng  the  manufacturers,  does  not  lefs  command  my 
approbation  than  your  prudence  in  the  mode  of  conveying  relief, 
*  by  increaling  the  means  of  their  employment. 
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\ 

.  My  Lords  and'Gentlemen, 
«'•  The  powers  with  which  you  entrufted  me  by  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  have  enabled  me  to  bring xo  light  and  to 
"  "rfifconcert  the  fecret  corifpiracy  which  had  been  formed  for  the 
total  overthrow  of  your  eilablifhments,  the  deftru&ion  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  diffolntion  of  government.     This  confpiracy  has 
been  fo  fully  unfolded  by  your  wifdom,  that  it  can  no   longer 
fpread  itfelf  under   the  infidious  pretence  which  it  had  artfully 
aflumed,  of  improving  the  conftitution.     In  athe  meafures,  whe- 
ther of  vigilance  or  coercion,  which  you  have  recommended  for 
its  extinction,  I  fhall  not  relax.     It  will  be  my  ftudy  to  temper 
the  neceflary  a&s  of  feverity  and  rigour  by  conciliatory  offers  of 
clemency  and  pardon,  to  exhort  the  infatuated  and  deluded  to 
abandon  their  deceivers,  and  to  fummon  the  guilty  to  repentance; 
but,  at  the  fane  time,  it  is  and  will  be  my  fixed  purpofe  to  pro- 
\  ceed  with  vigour  againft  thofe  who,  regardlefs  ot  every  warning 
.  *an<f  admonition,  fhall  continuctheir  defperate  efforts  to  involve 
this  flouriihing  country  in  all  the  horrors  of  infurre&ion  and  in- 
vafion,  of  bioodfhed  and  of  anarchy. 

'  I  have  already  the  fatisfaftion  to  acquaint  you  that  great  nutn- 
<rbers,  who  had  been  unfortunately  leduced,  have  returned  to  a 
,  fenie  of  their  duty,  and  been  admitted  to  his  Majefty's  clemency  ; 
.and  I  truft  that,  by  perfeverance  and  energy,  every  veftige  of  dif-  * 
•  affedion  will  be  effaced,  and  univerfally  give  way  to  the  return  of 
.that  .fpirit  of  loyalty  which  has  fo  long  been  the  diftinguifhedchar 
rafleriftic  of  this  kingdom. 

•"'■    I  cannot  omit  to  congratulate  with  you  on  the  unimpaired 

-luftre  of  that  fpirit  which  fo  confpicuoufly  flione  forth  when  the 

-enemy's  fleet  appeared  on  our  coafts  ;  nor  can  I  too  often  repeat 

my  full  fenfe  of  your  wifdom  in  the  eftablifhment  of  diftricSl  corps. 

*t  have  the  moft  fatisfaftory  accounts  of  their  improvement  in 

idifcipline,  as  well  as  their  exertions  in  quelling  and  preventing 

-infufredHon  ;  and  I  have  myfelf  witneffed  the  unexampled  exer- 

_'tk>ns,  good  conduct,  and  military  appearance  of  the  corps  of  the 

jnetropolis,  whofe  unceafing  and  unwearied  vigilance,  at  a  rnqft 

important  crifis,  checked  every  attempt  to  produce  confufion  by 

riot  and  tumult,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  deftroyed  the  hopes  cf 

.  pur  enemies,  reftored  confidence  to  the  country  in  general. 

Your  judicious  augmentation  of  pay  to  his  Majefty's  regular 
and  militia  forces,  which  muft  render  their  (ituation  fo  highly" 
comfortable,  is  at  once  a  feafonable  and  honourable  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  fteadinefs  and  loyalty. 

The  traitorous  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  entice   them 

from  their  allegiance,  have  had  a  fatal  effect  in  a  few  lamentable 

examples.     I  tiuft,  however,  that  they  have  excited  in  the  minds 

pf  others  fo  timely  a  repentance,  and  in  the  reft  fuch  indignation 

«  ajld  abhorrence,  that  no  future  danger  can  be  apprehended. 


(  #»  ) 
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Your  wife  inftitution  of  a  finking  fund,  ill  thetitidft  of  finan- 
cial difficulties,  cannot  be  too  much  applauded,  and  will  prevent 
any  urinous  depreciation  of  fund  (lock,  and  being  eftabli&ei 
before  the  national  debt  has  accumulated  to  any  oppreffive  magni- 
tude, will  tend  to  prevent  its  becoming  dangerous*  A  meaTure 
fo  truly  calculated  for  preferving  the  refources  of  the  ftate,  aadf 
fupporting  public  credit,  mull  fecure  to  you  the  gratitude  of  ai 
enlightened  people. 

His  Majefty  is  exerting  every  proper  effort  to  produce  a  fpeedf 
and  fecure  peace*  It  will  be  our  duty  to  aflift  thofe  efforts;  by 
convincing  our  enemies,  from  the  ftate  of  our  preparation,  adl 
the  unanimity  of  our  fpirit,  that  they  can  hope  for  no  advantage 
by  prolonging  the  calamities  of  war. 

Wherever  your  abilities,  your  influence,  and  exertions,  caste 
mod  advantageoufly  employed  on  your  return  to  your  kmi 
counties,  I  am  confident  they  will  be  moft  confpicuoufly  4& 
played.  .  A  con ftant  intercourse  with  your  immediate  neighbour- 
floods  mud  give  you  the  opportunity  of  affording  to  the  peopk 
both  affiftance  and  example,  of  reclaiming  thereby  the  denned 
and  ill-difpofed,  and  confirming  the  well-affeded  in  their  fidelity 
and  allegiance.  A  forward  fpirit  of  loyalty,  which  in  moft  part! 
of  the  kingdom  has  fuccefsfully  checked  the  progrefs  of  trevoft, 
will  be  ftrengthened  and  difftifed  by  your  pretence  and  exerthm* 
It  will  be  my  ambition  to  fecond  your  adivity  and  zeal,  and  ta 
co-operate  with  your  efforts  for  reftoring  the  tranquillity  ana 
prolperity  of  the  kingdom. 

We  have  a  facred  caufe  to  defend,  the  independence  and  con* 
ftitution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  which  both  king- 
doms have  derived  innumerable  bleffings  under  his  Majefty 's  aw* 
picious  reign.  They  were  purchafed  by  the  deareft  blood  of  your 
ancestors,  in  a  criiis  not  lefs  formidable  than  the  prcfent.  I  tntft 
we  ftiall  not  fail  to  imitate  their  great  example,  and  that  we  fhall 
be  enabled,  by  fimilar  courage  and  continued  firmnefs,  to  tranf- 
mit  to  our  poiterity,  inviolate,  that  invaluable  inheritance  whicfr 
their  valour  refcued,  and  their  perfeverance  preserved. 
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*•***-*■ 


.  fcrdm  the  LONDON  GAZ&fTki  January  &  1797. 

Whitehall,  January  3,  1797. 

Y  difpatchei  received  on  Sunday  evening  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  by  his  Grace  the  Dttke  of  Portland,  his  Majefty'g 
inctpal  fecrctary  of  ftate  for  the  home  department*  it  appears  that  a 
:  of  the  French  fleets  confiding  of  eight  two-deckers^  and  nind 
\t  vefleb  bf  different  cUffej,  had  anchored  iri  Bantry  Bay  on  the  44th 
Ultimo,  and  had  remained  there,  without  any  attempt  to  land,  till  the 
i/th  in  the  evening,  when  they  quitted  their  ftation,  and  have  not  fince 
"been  heard  of.  The  wind;  at  the  time  of  their  failing,  blowing  hard 
aYS.S.E. 

,  Prom  their  flrft  appearance,  every  exertion  wa»  made  by  General 
Dalryihple,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  diflricl ;  and  a  confiderablei 
fbrde  was  collected  to  repel  the  enemy. 

The  accounts  further  ftatej  that  the  yeomanry  and  Volunteer  corps' 
flifplayed  the  utmofi  zeal  and  alacrity,  in  undertaking  the  guards  in  thofe 

!>laces  from  whence  the  regular  troops  were  withdrawn  5  and  the  univer- 
al  readinefs  fhewn  by  all  defcriptiohs  of  people  to  forward  the  prepara- 
tions for  defence,  left  no  doubt  of  the  event,  in  cafe  the  enemy  had 
Ventured  to  make  a  defcent.  In  particular*  the  fpirit,  activity,  and  ex* 
tortious,  of  Richard  White,  Efq.  of  SeafleJd  Park,  deferve  the  moft  ho- 
nourable  mention. 

An  officer  and  feven  men  were  driven  on  Chore,  in  a  boat  belonging 
to  one  of  the  French  (hips,  and  were  immediately  made  prisoners. 
This  gentleman  was  conveyed  to  Dublin,  and,  upon  examination, 
ftates,  that  the  fleet,  upon  its  leaving  Breft,  confided,  in  all*  of  ab6ut 
Afty  fill,  having  an  army  of  4  c,ooo  meti  on  board,  commanded  by  Gcr 
neral  Hoche,  and  that  it  was  deftihed  for  the  attack  of  Ireland. 


Y<fc.Vl#  A  M>»« 
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AdmhtaU)  Officii  Jantuhy  3,*  1797*  " 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sterling,  of  his  Majefiy's  Ship  Jo/en*  ** 
Mr.  Nepean%  dated  off  Cape  Clear9  the  %qtb  of  December^  1 796. 

Sir, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  inform  you,  on  the  aoth  inffant,  by  Le 
S unrein,  a  French  veiTel,  armi  en  flute,  which  we  had  taken  with  «$o 
troops,1  arms,  &c.  on  board,  that  nw  intention*  were  to  cfuHefoo* 
days,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  any  of  her  conforts. 

The  prifoners  have  fince  informed  me,  that  fhe  failed  on  the  r6tb, 
in  company  with  fixteen  fail  of  the  line  and  trahfports,  having  ao,«oo 
troops.  As  the  wind  has  been  eaftedy  fince  the  date  6f  my  letter,  and 
blowing  very  hard,  I  hope  they  have  not  reached  a  port ;  and  as  the 
troops  had  only  ten  days  pro vi (ions,  they  mud  be  badly  off. 

I  faw  a  large  (hip  of  war  laft  night,  and  \  am  perfuaded  the  body  of 
the  nVet  cannot  be  far  from  me.  A  rudder,  and  other  pieces  of.  wreck, 
have  floated  part  us  to-day*  \ 


Admiralty  Office*  January  3,  1 797» 

*  • 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Drew,  Commander  of  bis  Majtjtft 
Ship  Cerberus^   to  Jlvoh  Nepeanf  Eff*   dated  in. Caw/and  Bay  f  the 
.  nqt/j  of  Decemher%  2796* 

Sir, 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  of 
my  arrival  here,  with  his  Majefty's  fhip  Cerberus  under  my  command, 
having  captured  La  Didon  French  cutteV  privateer,  nine  days  out  of 
Granville,  and  had  taken  nothing,  carrying  four  brafs  four-pounders, 
with  fwivels,  liiull  arms,  and  thirty  men. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  DREW. 


Admiralty  Office^  January  3,   1 797. 

« 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker ',  Commander  in  Chief 
%of  bis  Majefiy's  Strips  and  Vejfels  at  Portfmoutby  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efo 
dated  on  board  the  Royal  William,  the  ift  of  January^   1 797 . 

.  THE  Diamond  has  fent  into  this  port  L'Amaranthe  Erench  national 
brig,  of  twelve  fix-pounders  and  nine  men,  from  Havre,  bound  to 
Brett, -which  fhe  captured  yefterday  off  Alderney. 


From 
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from  the  L6JSDON  GAZETTE,  January  7,  1797. 

Whitehall^  January  7,  1797. 

BY  difpatches  received  this  day  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portlafrd, 
his  Majefty's  principal  fecretary  of  date  for  the  home  department,  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  Mr.  Pelham,  dated  the  3d  and  4th 
xnftant,  it  appears,  that  a  part  of  the  French  fleet  had  returned  to  Ban- 
try  Bay,  and  that  a  further  part  had  been  feen  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Shannon;  but  that  both  diviuons  had  quitted  their  (la t ion 9,  and  put  to 
fea,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  inftant,  without  attempting  a  landing. 

The  accounts  or  the  difpofition  of  the  country,  where  the  troops  are 
aflembled,  are  as  favourable  as  polBble;  and  the  greateft  loyalty  has  ma* 
ni  felted  itfelf  throughout  the  kingdom;  and  in  the  fouth  and  weft, 
where  the  troops  have  been  in  motion,  they  hove  been  me*  by  the  coun- 
try people  of  all  defcriptiorts,  with  provifions  and  all  fot  ts  of  accommo- 
dations to  facilitate  their  march ;  and  every  demonftration  has  been  given 
of  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  nation  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in  every  place 
where  it  could  be  fuppofed  a  deicent  might  be  attempted. 


Admiralty  Office,  January  7,   1797. 

Ce$y  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Captain  Colvill,  Commander  of  his  Ma- 
jeft/s  Sloop  Start  *<>  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  at  Spithead,  the  i\ft of 
December,   1796. 

Snt, 

1  BEG  you  will  inform  their  Lordfliips,  that  his  Majefty's  (loop  un- 
der my  command  captured  yefterday,  off  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  a  fmall 
French  cutter  privateer,  called  Le  Coup  d'Effai,  mounting  two  carriage 
funs,  well  found  in  fmall  arms,  and  carrying  twenty-eight  men. 

She  had  taken,  a  few  hours  before  we  fell  in  with  her,  a  light  brig, 
called  the  Anne,  of  Newcaftle,  which  ihe  had  fent  off  for  Cherbourg: 
we  immediately  made  fail  in  purfuit  of  her,  and  were  enabled  to  le- 
capture  her. 

J  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

JOHN£OLyiLL. 

Jfdmivalt) 'Office,  January  7,   1797. 

yC§py  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  William  Carthenu,  Commander  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Ship  Regulus,  to  Enutn  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  in  Latitude  to  deg, 
j 8  min.  Norths  Longitude  33  deg.  46  min.  Iffy?,  the  nth  of  Novem- 
ber,  1796, 

2  BEG  leave  |o  acquaint  you,  that  on  Wednefday,  the  ad  of  No- 
vember, at  one  P.  M.  a  fail  was  difcovered,  bearing  about  fouth  from 
*ps,  to  which  I  gave  chafe,  and  upon  nearing  her,  could  diicover  fh* 
was  a  (tip  of  war,  at  which  time  (lie  bore  up,  quartering,  having  been 
upon  a  wind  before,  which  gave  fufpicion  of  her  being  an  enemy .;  At 
ten  P.  M.  caoae  within  hale ;  and  as  (be  would  not  heave  to,  ,or  fay  of 
what  nation  flie  was,  a  broadfide  was  given,  upon  which  flue  tfrpek^and 

A  a  ^*wnA 
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proved  to  be  the  Sun  Pjo  Spaoifii  corvette,  of  q^leen  pmi  and  cot 
hundred  gad  forty  men.  Having  the  day  before  received  intelligence, 
tfiat  Admiral  Mann's  fouadron  bad  beeq  chafed  by  the  Spaniih  fleet, 
•  and  ftlfot  that  they  had  tafcft  an  bofpital  fliip  from  us,  I  deemed  it 
juftinable  to  detain  her« 

The  cpryette  was  detuned  in  latitude  36  deg.  x8  min.  north,  19  deg.: 
xo  min*  welt  ippgitude,  hairing  failed  from  Cadiz  the  10th  $f  October, 
on  a  cruhe  of  fix  weeks,  twenty  day*  of  which  were  unexpired,  andhsij 
taken  nothing, 

I  haye  the  honour  tpbef  $c.  &c  &a . 

W.QARTKEW% 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  ?©,  1797. 
Whitehall^  Jam.  xo,  1797. 

BY  difpatcbes  received  this  day  by  bit  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
his  MajefiVs  principal  Secretary  of  $*tc  for  the  home  department,  firm*) 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  dated  the  6th  inftant,  it  appears,  that 
his  Excellency  had  received  'accounts  from  Vice  Admiral  KingfmilL 
ftatiag,  that  on  the  $th  inftant  his  Msjefty?*  gup  the  Polyphemo^ 
Captain,  Lumfilaine,  lid  captured  a|id  brought  into  the  Cove  of  Cork 
LaTortue,  a  "French  frigate  of  44  guns,  635  men,  including  troops 
and  that  flie  had  alfo  captured  a  large  tranfjport,  foil  of  troops;  which 
being  extremely  leaky,  and  night  coming  on,  with  heavygales  of  wisd.' 
Captain  Lumfdaine  had  been  prevented  from  taking  ponenlon,  of;  biff 
which,  from  many  fignals  of  d&reft  afterwards  road*  by  her,  and  tut 
inability  to  render  a.ny  affiftance,  he  had  every  reafon  to  apprehend  mpj[ 
have  funk' during  the  night. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  accounts  of  the  prifoners  on  board  la 
Tortue,  that  Le  Scaevola,  another  Jargp  French  frigate,  had  reeemly 
foundered' at  fea,  with  all  her  crew,       •    ■   l  ? 


Admiralty  Office^  Jan,  9,  1797. 

ExtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  Captain  of  his  Majejtft 
Ship  Diamond,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq*  dated  in  the  Ance  3e  Fauvilk} 
the  24th  of  laft  Month*        *'"''•■ 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you,  that  this  morning,  being  off  Alderney,  we 
faw  a  brig,  which  we  gave  chafe  to,  and  in  the  evening  vfe  came  up. 
with  her  in  the  Ance  de  Vauville  $  (he  is  cajJed  L'Eiperance,  has  beeo 
out  from  Havre  four  days.   *'  *     "    * 

V  ,?.*.. 

¥'     ■   ■    '■■    ■  V 
v 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Jficc  Admiral  Murray  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efy* 
:  ^ated  on  hoard  his '  Majejly's  Ship  Cleopatra^  off  the  Start, 'the  ifti*\ 
Jtant* 

•  ON  the  1 6th  of  December,  in  the  morning,  in  lat.  48  deg.  41  rmo. 
N.long.  ao  deg.  31  min.  W.  we  fell  in:  with,  ^and',  after  a  fhort  chafe, 
captured  L'Hirondelle,  French  privateer,  of  i%  guns  and  fevenr/ 
inen,  fifteen  days  out  from  Bourdeaux.  She  is  a  fine  brig,  pierced  for 
^  16  guns,  but  now  mounting  only  ia>  and  newly  coppered. 

a  /  V   *  "  ExtraS 
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jBxtraB  $f  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinfione^ 
K.  £0  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  oh  hard  bis  Majeftfs  Ship  Mt>- 
march,  Cronkhavett,  the  $otb  of  Iqfl  Monifi. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  Impatiente  French 
frigate,  carrying  ao  four-pounders,  320  men,  and  250  foldiers,  came 
pn  fliore  near  this  place  about  one  o'clock  this  morning,  and  was  totally 
loft.    Seven  of  the  men  efcaped  on  the  rock*. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  14,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  14,   1797. 

£xtra&  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Kingfcill,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majjefiy*s  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Jfepean,  Efq* 
dated  & Engageante,  Cork  Harbour ',  Jan.  2,  1 797* 

PLEASE  to  inform  ray  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that  his  ftjajefty's  {loop  the  Hazard  has  captured  a  fine  coppere4 
French  fliip  privateer.  La  Mufette,  of  22  guns,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men. 

In  this  laft  cruife  fhe  had,  about  3d  leagues  weftward  of  Cape  Clear, 
taken  two  yeffels ;  one  of  which,  the  Abbey,  of  Liverpool,  from  Lis- 
bon to  Liverpool,  is  recaptured,  and  juft  brought  in  by  his  Majefty's 
jfhip  Daphne. 

V  * 

EftraB  of  another  Letter  from  the  fame  to  the  fame,  dated  Jan*  2,  1 797* 

LES  Deux  Amis  French  privateer,  of  fourteen  guns  and  eighty 
pen,  a  fine  coppered  fchooner,  of  about  one'  hundred  tons,  is  :juu 
arrived,  prize  to  his  Majefry?s  (hips  Polyphemus  and  Apollo. 


Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  14.,  1797., 

f^oty  of  a  Letter  from   Qaptain  Barton,  of  his  Majefty*s  Ship  Lapnuing> 
to  Evan  Nepean9  Efq.   in,  Bafieterre  Roads,  J)cc*  3,  1 796. 

Sir, 

A  PACKET  leaving  this  place  to-day  for  England,  I  embrace  the 
opportunity,  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  their  Lordfhips,  to  acquaint  them 
that  I  anchored  at  St.  Kitts  on  the  25th  ultimo,  when  an  exprefs  boat 
Jiad  been  Tent  from  the  Ifland  of  Anguilla,  to  inform  the  Admiral, 
that  the  ifland  was  attacked^  by  two  French  men  of  war  and  fevera! 
fmall  veflels,  containing  four  hundred  troops.  I  felt  it  my  duty  (as 
the  exprefs  boat  returned  here  with  the  lofs  of  her  main-mail)  to 
leave  the  fervice  I  was  ordered  on,  to  endeavour  to  relieve  that  place. 
The  wind  being  to  the  northward,  prevented  my  getting  up  therein 
time  to  flop  them  from  burning  the  town ;  but  I  have  the  pleafure  to 
fay,  after  an  action  of  near  two  houjs,  I  effectually  relieved  that  iflandr 
fcy  taking  the  (hip,  and  finking  the  brig.  The  fhip  proved  to  be  Le 
Decius,  mounting  24  fix-pounders,  two  twelve- pound  car ronades,  and 
two  braflr  field-pieces,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  men  of  her 
own  complement,  and  two  hundred  and  three  troops,  commanded  by 


Citoyen  Andree  Senis,  and  the  brig  La  Vaillante,  mounting  fotif 
twenty-four  pounders,  with  forty-five  men,  and  ninety  troop*,  com* 
matided  by  Citoyen  Labotique.  The  particulars  of  the  action  I  have 
tranfmitted  to  Rear-Admiral  Harvey,  for  the  information  of  their 
^ordlbips. 

I  am,  &c. 

R.  BARTON, 

N.  B.  I  am  informed  that  they  were  picked  troops  from  .Viflof 
H«ghes>  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  plundering  and  deftroying  the  ifiand. 


^r 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  17. 

Pariiament^fireet9  Jan.i^  1797- 

DISPATCHES,  of  Which  the  .following  are  an  extract  and  copy, 
have  been  this  day  received  by  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas, 
one  of  ljis  ^ajefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  from  Major-general 
Charles  Graham,  commanding  his  Majefty's  troops  in  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  in  the  abfen.ee  of  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby, 

X.B. 

\ 
Extra  fl  of  a  Letter  from  Major-general  Charles  Graham  to  the  Rifjk 

Honourable  Henry  Dundas  %  dated  Head-quarter s9  Mar tinico,  OBokr 

16,1796. 

OUR  affairs  in  Granada  wear  thje  moft  favourable  afpeft ;  I  may 
fay,  indeed,  tranquillity  is  completely  reftored,  as  they  enjoy  it  in  the 
rnoft  comprehenfive  fenfe.  The  communication  throughout  the  kland 
is  perfe£tLy  open ;  there  are  fome  few  ftragglers,  no  doubt,  in  the 
woods,  but  they  never  moleft  even  (ingle  paflengers,  and  their  number 
is  fo  inconfiderable,  and  their  (late  fo  wretched,  that  they  rather 
deferve  our  contempt  than  merit  our  refentment.  Fedon  has  not  yet 
been  taken,  and  opinions  are  various  with  reflect  to  his  death  or 
efcape ;  the  former,  hojvever,  I  think  moft  probable,  as  it  is  reported 
a  canoe,  that  had  been  overfet,  was  found  by  a  veflel  ibme  diftance 
from  the  coaft,  with  a  compafs  nailed  to  the  bottom,  which  was  known 
to  be  one  that  he  had  had  in  his  pofieffion  ;  it  is  therefore  likely  he  may 
have  been  loft,  in  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape, 

I  embrace  with  fatisfaciion  the  opportunity  this  affords  m.e  of  having 
the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  a  negotiation  has  been  opened,  for  a. 
general  exchange  of  prifoners,  with  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Frencb 
Republic  at  Guacialoupe ;  the  Commiflary  ieni  here  \o  treat  on  tbat 
bulinefs  has,  in  confequence,  returned  with  two  hundred  5  an  equal 
mimber  of  our's  are  to  be  fent  by  the  cartel ;  when  the  bufinefs  is 
finally  fettled,  1  fliall  have  the  pleafure  of  acquaipting  you  with  tfye 
particulars. 

Sis,  Head- quarters^  Martinico,  Nov.  13,  1796, 

IT  affords  me  great  fatisfa&ion  to  have  an  opportunity  of  informing 
ydu  of  the  entire  reduction  of  the  Brigands  and  Charibs  in  St.  Vincent's, 
which   was  communicated   to  me  by  Major-general  Hunter,   Ihortly 

^ffter  I  had  the  honour  of  addrelTing  you  on  the  1 6th  ultimo;  a  copy 

#  of 
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«f  whole  letter  I  herewith  tranfmit,  together  with  the  return  of  kilted 
aod  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  GRAHAM, 

Major-general. 

Sift,  •  St.  Plncertt's,  0#.  18,   1796. 

WHEN  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  th« 
fladof  Auguftj  I  inclofed  a  copy  of  the  terms  offered  to  the  Charibs 
by  Governor  Seaton  and  my  felt,  in  confluence  of  Sir  Ralph  Aber* 
cromby's  orders  and  inftruclions  to  me  upon  that  fubject.  At.  the 
fame  time  1  acquainted  you  with  the  plan  I  had  adopted  in  order  to' 
reduce  the  remaining  Brigands,  and  to  compel  the  Charibs  to  fur* 
render. 

I  have  now  the  fatisfaclion  to  inform  you  of  the  total  reduction  of 
the  Brigands  and  Charibs  on  this  ifland. 

Marin  Padre  (a  negro  of  St.  Lucie),  who  has  commanded  the  Brigands 
and  Charibs  fince  the  capture  of  the  Vigie,  and  who  had  great  influence 
tod  authority  over  both,  furrendered  on  the  ad  inft. 

The  number  of  Brigands  who  have  furrendered  or  been  taken  firice 
the  4th  of  July,  amounts  to  72$,  the  number  of  Charibs  to  4633,  in- 
cluding women  and  children. 

I  have  much  pleafure  in  making  known  to  you,  for  his  Majefty** 
information,  the  zeal,  activity,  and  humanity,  which  have  actuated  every 
defcription  of  officers  and  foldiers  employed  under  my  command  during 
the  whole  of  the  Charib  war  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  fay,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  fatigue  the  troops  have  under- 
gone, they  are,  in  general,  very  healthy. 

Inclofed  you  will  receive  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  his 
Majefty's  troops,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Charib  war. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P.  HUNTER,  Major-genera]. 
To  his  Excellency  Major-general  Graham, 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  of  his  Majefljfs  Forces  in  the  jjland  of 
St.  Vincent  'j,  between  the  20th  of  July  and  the  \$th  of  October,  1796. 

a6th  Light  Dragoons.  —  1  Serjeant,  1  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

Royal  Artillery.— r  Gunner  wounded. 

3d  Foot  (or  Buffs).— 4  Rank  and  file,  killed;  a  lerjeants,  19  ranjc  and 
file,  wounded: 

40th  Foot. — 4  Rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieutenant,  2  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

4&d  Foot.  — x  Rank  and  file,  killed ;  3  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

63d  Foot. — 3  Rank  and  file,  killed;  1  ferjeant,  6  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

ad  Weft  India  Regiment. — 1  Serjeant,  4  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  lieu- 
tenant-colonel,  1  enfign,  3  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Lewenftein's  Chafleurs. — 4  Rank  and  file,  killed;  %  lieutenants,  1 
ferjeant,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Haftev's  St.  Vincent's  Rangers. — 1  Serjeant,  8 
rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieutenant*  6  fcrjeants,  16  rank  and  file, 
wounded*  .      .    /    . 


-  •  • 
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*     ilajor  f  iwch't  St.  Vincent's  Rangers.— i  Rank  and  &e,  ktikdj  * 
ferjeants,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Total: — j Serjeants,  it  rank  and  file,  killed ;  i  lieutenant-colonel,  4 
lieutenants*  1  enfign,  ti  ltrjeatits,  t  gunner,  66rankandfilfc,'  wofcnded. 

Officers  wounded, 

licurenaatcolooel  GraSam  and  Enfign*  Towes,  of  the  id  Wdt 
India  Regiment. 

Lietttenant  Millar,  of  the  40th  Regkbent; 
-  Lieutenants  Beaufire  and.  Ro^rier,*  of  Leweriftein's  Cnafibnta. 

Lieutenant  M'Kentie,  <*f  Lieutenant-colonel  Hanky's  St.  Vincent? 
Ringers* 

(Signed)  W,  J.  CURRRY,  Aid-de-Camp, 


Whitthall%  January  16*  1797: 

A  LfcTTElf  *  of  which  the  following  it  an  extraft,  has  beeri  recefafl 
from  Governof  Seaton,  by  his  Grace  the  puke  of  Portland,  his  Majefty't 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  dated  St 
Vincent's,  Oft.  ti,  1796* 

I  HAVE  the  (atisfadion  to  infbrrh  Jrour  Grace,  that  tranquillity}*  otf 
the  eve  of  being  reftorcd  to  this  colony*  owing,  in  a  very*  great  raeafure^ 
to  the  unremitted  exertions  of  Major-general  Hurtter,  and  to  hit 
humane  conduft  towards,  the  enemy  of  every  defcription.  All  the* 
Charib  chiefs  have  furrendeted;  their  people,  are  coming  in  dairy,  and 
we  have  at  this  moment  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  in  our 
pofieftion.  .  Nearly  all  the  Brigands,  with  their  leaders,  have  alfo  fur-' 
rendered. 

BY  a  fubfequent  letter  from  the  Governor  to  his  Grace,  dated  Su 
Vincent's,  the  16th  of  November  laftj  it  appears,  that  the  remainder 
of  the  Charibs  and  Brigands  had  furrendered  themfclves,  and  that  the* 
illaud  was  in  a  Hate  of  perfect  tranquillity. 


Whitehall^  January  lj, 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Lor  a1  Lieut  thant  of  Irilana% 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  Dublin  Cajlle>  January  ioj 

*797- 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfalttoft  to  acquaint  yotfr  Grace,  that  fince  the 
information  tranfmitted  to  Mr,  Greville,  that  the  French  had  entirely 
left  Bantry  Bay,  there  has  been  no  re-appearance  of  them  upon  the 
ooafrs,  fo  that  I  truft,  from  the  violence  of  the  tempelt,  and  from  their 
(hips  being  ill-found  and  ill-vi&ualled,  their  expedition  is  for  the 
prefent  fruft  rated. 

Upon  reviewing  what  has  patted  during  this  expedition  of  the' 
enemy,  I  have  the  fatisfe&ion  to  reflect,  that  the  bfcft  ij>irlt  was  maaV 
fefted  by  his  Majefty's  regular  and  militia  forces  j  and  1  have  ever/ 
geafon  to  believe,  that  if  a  landing  had  taken  pkee,  they  would  have* 

played  the  utmoft  fidelity.    When  the  flank  companies  of  the  Antrim 

rment  were  formed,  the  whole  regiment  turned  out  to  a  mas,  with- 

expreffions 


m 
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Iftk^rdEfiotal  of  the  greatcft  eagerncfs  %to  march;  and  the  Downlhire 
regiment,  to  a  man,  declared  they  would  ftand  anc}  fall  by  theit 
officers. 

At  the  time  the  army  was  ordered  to  march,  the  weather  was  ex? 
tremely  feVerc ;  I  therefore  ordered  them  a  proportion  of  fpirits  upon 
their  route,  and  directed  an  allowance  of  four-pence  a-day  to  their 
wires,  until  their  return.  During  their  march,  the  utmoft  attention 
was  paid  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  villages  through 
which  they  pafled,  fo  that  in  maiiypldces  the  meat  provided  by  the 
commiflariat  was  not  confumed.  The  roads,  which  in  parts  haa  been 
rendered  impaflable  by  the  fnow,  were  ofcared  by  the  peasantry. 

The  poor  people  often  fhared  their  potatoes  with  them,  and  drefled 
their  meat  without  demanding  payment ;  of  which  there  was  a  very 
particular  inftance  in  the  town  of  Banagher,  where  no  gentleman  or 
principal  farmer  refides  to  fet  them  the  example.  At  Carlow  a 
confide rable  fubfcription . was  made  for  the  troops  as  they  pafled  ;  and 
at  Limerick  and  Cork  ever)*  exertion  was  ufed  to  facilitate  the  carriage 
of  artillery  and  baggage,  by  premiums  to  the  carmen ;  and  in  the 
town  of  Galway,  which  for  a  fhort  time  was  left  with  a  very  inadequate 
garrifon,  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  inhabitants  and  yeomanry  was 
peculiarly  manifefted,  and  in  a  manner  to  give  me  jhe  utmoft  fatifc 
faction.  la  fhort,  the  general  good  difpofition  of  the  people  through 
the  fouth  and  wed  was  fo  prevalent,  that  had  the  enemy  landed,  their 
hope  of  afliftance  from  the  inhabitants  would  have  been  totally  dis- 
appointed. •  • 

From  the  armed  yeomanry  Government  have  derived  the  moft 
honourable  aiMance.  Noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  firft  pro- 
perty vied  in  exerting  themfelves  at  the  head  of  their  corps. — 
Much  of  the  exprefs  and  efcort  duty  was  performed  by  them.  In 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Galway  they  took  the  duty  of  the  garrifon.  Lord 
Shannon  informs  me,  that  men  of  three  and  four  thoufand  pounds  a 

J  ear  were  employed  in  efcorting  baggage,  and  carrying  expreffes. 
flr.  John  Latouche,  who  was  a  private  in  his  fon's  corps,  rode  twenty- 
five  miles  in  one  of  the  fevereft  nights,  with  an  exprefs,  it  being 
his  turn  for  duty.  The  merchants  of  Dublin,  many  of  them  of  the 
firft  eminence,  marched  fixteen  Irifli  miles  with  a  convoy  of  arms  to 
the  north,  whither  it  was  conducted  by  reliefs  of  yeomanry.  The 
appearance  iri  this  metropolis  has  been  highly  meritorious.  The  corps 
have  been  formed  of  the  mod  refpectable  barrifters,  attornies,  merchants, 
gentlemen,  and  citizens,  and  their  number  is  fo  confiderable,  and  their 
zeal  in  mounting  guard  fo  uieful,  that  I  was!enabled  greatly  to  reduce  the 
garrifon  with  perfect  fafety  to  the  town.  The  numbers  of  yeomanry, 
fully  appointed  and  difciplined,  in  Dublin,  exceed  two  thoufand,  above 
four  hundred  of  whom  are  horfe.  The  whole  number  of  corps 
approved  by  Government,  amount  to  four  hundred  and  forty,  excluMyd 
of  the  Dublin  corps.  The  grofs  number  is  nearly  twenty-fiv* 
thoufand.  There  are  alfo  ninety-one  .offers  of  fervice  under  con fider* 
at  ion,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  propofals  have  been  declined  J 
and  in  reply  to  a  circular  letter,  written  to  the  commandants  of  the 
^fefpe&ive  corps,  their  anfwers  almoil  univerfally  contained  a  general 
offer  of  fervice  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Many  prominent  examples    of  individual  loyalty  and  fpirit  hitvf 
appeared.     An  ufeful  imprelfion  was  made  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Vol.  VI.  B  \aw* 


lower  Catholics,,  by  a  judicious  adlrefi  from  Dr.Moylap,  the  titular 
Bilhop  of  Cork.  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  exertions  of  Lord 
Kenmare,  who  fpared  no  expence  in  giving  affiftance  to  the.  com^ 
snanding  officer  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  who  took  into  hb  own 
demefne  a  great  quantity  of  cattle  which  had  been  driven  frofctha 
coaft.  Nor  could  any  thing  exceed  the  ardour  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde, 
who,  when  his  regiment  of  militia  was  retained  as  part  of  the  garrifbo 
of  Dublin,  foliated  with  fo  much  zeal  a  command  in  the  flank 
companies,  that  I  thought  it  a  nleafure  due  to  his  Majefty'adbrvice  to 
encourage  his  Lordfliip's  requeft. 


<* 


Admiralty  Office,  January  17,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief  of  Us 
Mdjeftfs  Sbif>s  and  Veffels  in  the  Leeward  TJlands%  to  Evan  Nepean^Efy. 
dated  on  board  the  Prince  fff  Walcs^  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Martimfte^  % 
Nov*  10,  1796.  .  r>       _ 

Six, 
I  AM  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfhips, 
that  hbMajefty's  (loop  Fury,  on  the  18th  ultkno,  captured,  between 
the  iflands  of  St,  Thomas  and  St.  Croix,  a  French  national  fchoonov 
called  L'EUza,  carrying  ten  guns  and  fifty-fix  men,  from  Cape  Franfois,' 
going  to  St.  Thomas,  whkh  Capt.  Evans  fent  into  Tortola. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 


• » ■ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  21,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  20,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  "Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Harvey  to  Mr*  Nepean9  dated  on  loarl 
the  Prince  of  Wales %  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Mar t ink 0,  Dec.  4,  1796. 

Sir, 

YOU  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that  a  few  hours  after 
I  anchored  with  the  fquadron  in  this  bay,  the  2d  inftant,  I  received 
a  letter  from  Captain  Barton,  of  his  Majefty's  fliip  Lapwing,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  he  had  dfcftroyed  the  French  ftrip  Le  Decius,  and  la 
Vaillante  brig,  off  St.  Martin's,  and  that  two  French  frigates,  La  Thetis 
and  La  Penfe,  were  at  anchor  off  St.  Martin's,  referring  me  to  Lieutenant 
St.  Clair  for  further  information. 

In  confequence  of  the  two  frigates  lying  at  St.  Martin's,  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  the  Bellona  and  Invincible  to  St.  Kitt's,  and  directed 
Captain  Wilfoo  to  obtain  fuch  information  as  was  neceflary  at  that 
ifland,  and  then  proceed  towards  St.  Martin's  and  Anguilla,  ufing  his 
beft  endeavours  to  take  or  deftroy-  the  French  frigates,  and  prated 
the  ifland  of  Anguilla ;  and  he  failed  the  fame  evening  on  that  fervicCt 

Captain  Barton  having  referred  me  to  Lieut.  St.  Clair,  whom  he 
detached  in  a  Dnnifti  fchooner  with  his  letter,  it  appears  that  the  French' 
had  landed  about  three  hundred  men  on  the  ifland  of  Anguilla,  the 
a6ih  ultimo,  and  that  after  having  plundered  the  ifland,  and  burnt 

fevers! 
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fcveral  houfes,  and  committed  every  devastation  poflible,  attended 
with  a£b  of  great  cruelty ;  that  on  the  appearance  of  the  Lapwing 
they  re-entbariced  their  troops  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  the  following 
morning  early  the  Lapwing  came  to  action  with  the  Deoius  of  twenty- 
fix  gims,  and  Valiant  brig,  mounting  four  thirty-twp  and  twenty-four, 
pounders,  as  a  gnn-veflel, ;  that  after  a  clofe  ad  ion  pf  about  ais  hour, 
the  brig  bore  away,  and  ijj  half  an  hour  after  the  Decius  ftruck  her 
colours.  The  brig  r$n  on  fhore  on  St.  Martin's,  and  by  the  fire  of 
the  Lapwing  was  deftroyed;  that  on  the  Lapwing  taking  pofleflioa 
of  the  Decius,  it  was  found  (lie  had  about  eighty  men  killed,  and 
forty  wounded,  being  full  of  troops ;  that  the  following  day  the  Lap- 
wing was  chafed  by  two  large  French  frigates,  and  Captain  Barton 
found  it  neceflary  to  take  the  prifoners  and  his  men  out  or  the  Decius, 
and  fet  fire  to  her*  jvhen  he  returned  to  St.  Kite's,  and  landed  one 
hundred  and  feventy  prifoners. 

I  fhaJl  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  tranfmitting  any  further 
accounts  which .  may  be  lent  by  Captain  Barton  ;  but  it  evidently 
appears  that  Captain  Barton's  conduct  was  highly  meritorious,  by  the 
capture  and  deftrucYioo  of  this  forqe  of  the  enemy,  and  faving  the,  ifland 
of  Anguilla  from  further  depredation. 

The  French  troops  employed  pn  "this  feryice  were  picked  men  from 
Guadeloupe  ;  and  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  greateft  part 
of  them  have  been  taken  or  deftroyed.  Many  of  the  foidiers  were 
drowned  in  attempting  to  fwim  on  fhore. 

,  The  Lapwing  had  but  one  roan  kiljed  (the  pilot) ,  and  fix  men ' 
wounded. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  HENRY  HARVEY. 


Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  ao,  1797. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admiral  KingfmiU,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
bis  Majefy's  Forces  and  Vejfels  at  Cork,  to  Mr.  Evan  Nepea/t,  dated  o* 
hoard  the  Polyphemus,  Jan.  13,   1797. 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Comrniffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
his  Majesty's  (hip  Druid  is  arrived  at  Kinfale,  detached  from  the  Unicorn 
and  Doris,  with  a  large  French  fhip,  armed  en  flute,  captured  by  them, 
named  La  Ville  de  l'Orieat,  having  on  board  four  hundred  of  the 
enemy's  buffers,  completely  equipped,  befides  fome  mortars,  cannon, 
mufquets,  powder,  clothing,  &c.  being  one  of  the  fliips  on  the 
expedition  againft  this  country;  and  that  the  Unicorn  and  Doris  were 
left  following  up  the  intelligence  they  had  received,  for  the  further 
annoyance  of  the  enemy.  * 

Admiralty  Office ',  Jan.  20,   1797*. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Barlow,  Commander  of  his  Ma/rfy's  Ship 
P bathe,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  Ca*w*\ 
fttnd  Bay,  Jan.  13,  1797. 

:       Sir,  ,  .         ■     -  1 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordfhips'  information,  that* 

on  the;  10th  inft.  Cape  Clear  bearing  N.  N.  VV.  diftant  about  twenty r 

B  2  Vet^st* 


leagues,  hfe  Majefty  V  ihip  under  my  oommand  fell  in  wfcjb  the  f  Muck, 
corvette  L'AtaJante,  of  nxteen  guns*  .manned  ipth  one  hundred  and 
twelve  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Dordelio*  which*  after  *.  cttift' 
t>f  eight  hour*  towards  the  N.'E.  quarter,  (he  dune  up  with  and  cap- 
tured.   The  Atalante  is  a  very  fine  brig,  o J   •— * ^i— *-* 

keel,  and  is  only  tifiee  years  old.  Should  tl 
to  order  her  to  be  .impeded,  fee  .will,  I  tl 
Majefly's  fervicc.  As  foori  as  I  {hall  have  landed  the  prisoners,  and 
received  the  Phoebe's  men  frofli  the  corvette,  I  purpnfe  proceeding  t» 
fca  in  further  exception  of  their  Loirdfeips'  order  6t  the  3d  inft. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  Servant,    . 

ROBERT  BARLOW, 


*m 


Admiralty  Offer,  January  *o>  1^97* 

Copy  rfa  Litter  front  Admiral  fir  Rhhmrd  ISngf  Ban.  Comi 

Chief  pf  his  J&jeft/s  Ships  and  WeffeU  st  Plymouth,  to  JBs*w  JKp«| 
Eja.  dated  Jan.  .17,  1797* 

-  LIEUTENANT  Gardiner,  of  his  Majefiy'ajpiip  Hind,,  asfea* 
here  this  morning  in  the  La  Favorite  national  privateer,  6t  cig^fws, 
four  pounders,  arid  fixty  men,  captured  by  the  Hind,  in  cornpaflfwitb 
the  fleet  commanded  by  Lord  Bndport*  from  whom  he.  parted  the,  13m 
iuftant,  iut{ie  latitude- of  48  decv  north,  and  longitude  8deg«aPflUfc 
weft,  .  , 

'•-LoitlBridporr  Tortked  into  Bantr^  Bay  on  the  8th  inifcutf  5  npJtaA 
(hips  were  there  then,  , 

Admiralty  OJko,  January  *o,  1797. 

Extra?}  of  a  Letter  from- Admiral  Sir  Richard  King,   Commander  k 
Chief,  of  his  MajeftyU  Ships  andFefels  at  Flymoth,  *  Earn*  Hop* 
.\Eff  dated  Jan.  i1%  1797. 

# 
HIS  Majefty's  (loop  Spitfire  arrived  this  morning  whft  the 
national  brig  L'AJterger,  of  two  hundred  toris,k  laden  with  ammtmition 
and  entrenching  tools,  being  one  of  the  veflels  on  the  expeditfan  to 
Ireland,  which  fee  captured  the  12th  infant,  about  thirty  league*  » 
the  veftward  of  Ufeanc,.  the  Spitfire  having  been  driven-  to  that 
fituation  by  ftroiig  gales  of  northerly,  wind. 


Admiralty  Office,  Jan**rj[%i%  179ft 

Copy    of  a  Letter  from   Sir    Edward  Pellewr  Bar**  Gdftdi*  of  A» 
Majefy's  Frigate  Indefatigable^  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq*  dated  Jan*  17, 

W97- 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  make  known  to  you,  for  the  inibnnatUft 
j$f  the  Lords  Co mmiifi oners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  or*  Fridtfp  lift, 
the  13th  inftant,'  at  half  pnft  noon,  in  latitude ;  4.7  de.g*  30  mia«  N* 
Ufliant  bearing  N.  E.  50  leagues,  we  difcoverecT  a  large  feip  in  die 
N.  W.  quarter,  fleering  under  eafy  fail  for  France:  the  wind  was 
thei>  at  wefK  /blowing  hard,  with  thick* 'ttizy1  wWftHeri1  1  itrfhntty 
\  pwde  the  iigwl  to  the  Amazon,  fer  a  gewfal  chafe,  and  'feflpwed  A 

by 
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by  the  fignal  that  the  chafe  was  an  enemy.  At  four  P.M.  the 
Indefatigable  had  gained  diffidently  upon  the  chafe  for  me  to  diftinguifh 
very  clearly  that  Hie  had  two  tier  of  guns,  with  her  lower-deck  ports 
{hut,  and  that  file  had  no  poop. 

At  fifteen  minutes  before  fix  we  brought  the  enemy  to  clofe  action, 
which  continued  to  be  well  fupported  on  both  fides  near  an  hour, 
when  we  unavoidably  (hot  a- head.  At  this  moment. the  Amazon 
appeared  ailern,  and  gallantly  fupplied  our  place;  but  the  eagernefs 
of  Captain  Reynolds  to  fecond  his  friend  had  brought  him  up  under  a 
prefs  of  fail,  and,  after  a  well-fupported  and  clofe  fire  for  a  little  time, 
file  alfo  unavoidably  (hot  a-head.  The  enemy,  who  had  nearly  effected 
running  me  on  board,  appeared  to  be  much  larger  than  the  Indefatigable, 
find  from  her  very  heavy  fire  of  muiketry,  I  believe  was  full  of  men  ; 
♦his  fire  was  continued  until  the  end  of  the  action  with  great  vivacity, 
although  (lie  frequently  defended  both  fides  of  the  fliip  at  the  fame 
time. 

As  foon  as  we  had  replaced  fome  neceflary  rigging,  and  the  Amazort 
bad  reduced  her  fail,  we  commenced  a  fecond  attack,  placing  ourfelves, 
after  fome  raking  broadfides,  upon 4  each  quarter  ;  and  this  attack, 
often  within  piftol  fhot,  was  by  both  (hips  unremitted  for  above  five 
hours ;  we  then  fheered  off  to  fecure  our  mails.  ,  It  would  be 
needlefs  to  relate  to  their  Lordfhips  every  effort  that  we  made  in  an 
attack  which  commenced  at  a  quarter  before  fix  P.  M.  and  did  not 
ceafe,  excepting  at  intervals,  until  half  pail  four  A.  M.  I  believe, 
ten  hours  of  more  fevere  fatigue  was  lcarcely  ever  experienced;  the 
fea  way  high,  the  people  on  the  naain  deck  up  to  their  middles  in 
water,  $ome  guns  broke  their  breechings  four  times  over ; 
fome  drew  the  ring-bolts  from  the  fides,  and  many  of  them  were 
repeatedly  drawn  immediately  after  loading;  all  our  mads  were 
much  wounded  ;  the  main  top-mail  completely  unrigged,  and  faved 
only  by  uncommon  alacrity. 

At  about  twenty  minutes  pail  four,  the  moon  opening  rather  brighter 
than  before,  fhewed  to  Lieutenant  George  Bell,  who  was  watchfully 
looking  out  on  the  fbrecaille,  a  glimpfe  of  the  land ;  he  had  lcarcely 
reached  me  to  report  it,  when  we  faw  the  breakers  ;  we  were  then 
clofe  under  the  enemy's  ilarboard  bow,  and  the  Amazon  as  near  her 
od  the  larboard*;  not  an  inftant  could  be  loft,  and  every  life  depended 
Upon  the  prompt  execution- of  my  orders ;  and  here  it  is  with  heartfelt! 
pkafure  I  acknowledge  the  full  value  of  my  officers  and  (hip's  company, 
who  with  incredible  alacrity  hauled  the  tacks  on  board,  and  made  fail  to 
the  fouthward.  \ 

The  land  could  not  be  afcertained,  but  we  took  it  to  be  Ufliant; 
and  in  the  Bay  of  Breft,  crippled  as-  we  were,  I  had  no  particular 
fears ;  but  before  day  we  again  faw  breakers  upon  the  lee  bow ;  the 
Ihip  wis  initantly  wore  to  the  northward,  and  being  then  fatisfied  that 
the  land  we  had  before  feen  was*  not  Ufliant,  the  lingering  approach 
0f  day-light  was  moil  aftxiouily  looked  for  by  all,  and  foon  after  rt 
operjed,  feeing  the  land  very  clofe  a-head,  we  again  wore  to  the 
%  ftmthward,  i#  twenty  fathoms  water,  and  a  few  minutes  after  difcovered 
the  enemy,  who  had  fo  bravely  defended  herfelf,  lying  on  her  bFoa<¥- 
fide,  and  a  tremendous  furf  beating  over  her.  The  miferable  fate 
of  her  brave  but  unhappy  crew,  was  perhaps  the  more  fincerely 
lamented  by  us,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  fufiering  a  fimilar  misfortune. 

We 


We  paflcd  her  within  a  mile,  in  a  very  bad  condition,  having  * 
that  time  four  feet  water  in  her  hold,  a  great  lea,  and  the  wind  dead 
on  the  fliore ;  but  we  had  afcertained,  beyond  a  doubt,  our  fituatba 
to  be  that  of  Hodierne  Bay,  and  that  our  fate  depended  upon  the. 
poifible  chance  of  weathering  the  Penmark  Rocks.  Exhausted  as  we 
were  with  fatigue,  every  exertion  was  made,  and  every  inch  of  canvafi 
fet  that  could  be  carried,  and  at  eleven  A.  M*  we  made  the  breakers, 
and,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  weathered  the  Penmark  Rocks,  about 
half  a  mile. 

The  Amazon  had  hauled  her  wind  to  the  northward,  when  we 
flood  to  the  fouthward ;  her  condition,  I  thiuk,  was  better  than  out's, 
and  I  knew  that  her  a/Hvky  and  exertions  were  fully  equal  to  asp 
thing  that  could  be  effected  under  fimilar  circumftances;  the  judgment 
with  which  die  was  managed  during  fo  long  an  a&ion,  and  the  gallantry  - 
of  her  attack,  could  not  but  merit  the  higheft  commendation,  ana 
to  the  heart  of  a  friend  it  was  peculiarly  gratifying.  I  have  full  as 
much  reafon  to  fpeak  highly  of  my  own  officers  and  men,  to  whom 
1  owe  infinite  obligations*  The  Lieutenants  Thomfon,  Norway,  and 
jBcJi,  lieutenants  O'Conner  and  Wilfon  of  the  Marines, .  and  Mr. 
Thomfon  the  mafter,  have  abundant  claims  on  my -gratitude,  as  wttt 
as  every  inferior  officer  in  the  fhip.  The  fufferings  of  the  Amazon 
are  unknown  to  me  5  and  I  am  Angularly  happy  to  fay,  that  my  own 
are.  inconfiderable.  The  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Thomfon,  a  brave  and 
worthy  officer,  is  the  only  one  of  that  description  wottnded,  with 
eighteen  men;  twelve  of  which  number  have  wounds  of  noJeriotN 
con&quence,  confifting  chiefly  of  violent  contufitms  from  fplintos**   ■>- 

I  am,  &c.  lee.  &c. v 
(Signed)  ED.PELLEW, 


fc 


Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  21,  1797. 

ExtraS  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  lord  Bridport  ty  Mr*  Nrpean,  dattd 

at  Sea,  tie  itth  of  January  %  1797. 

CAPTAIN  Countefs,  of  the  Daedalus,  informs  me,  that  on  the 
8th  inftant,  off  Ufhant,  in  company  with  the  Majeftic  and  Incendiary, 
he  captured  Le  Sufirein,  a  French  tranfport,  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  Jafon,  and  recaptured  by  Le  Tortu  frigate,  and  was  going  to 
Bred.  She  had  two  mortars,  a  quantity  of  fmall  arms,  powder,  (hells, 
and  fome  entrenching  tools  on  board,  which  he  funk,  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sir  Thorn  As  Williams^  of  his  tfajejlfs 
Ship  Unicorn^  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  Caw/and  Bay,  Jan.  18,  1 797. 

IN  the  evening  of  the  10th  inftant,  the  wind  changed  to  N.  W. 
when  1  fhaped  a  courfe  which  I  calculated  would  fall  in  with  Lord 
Bridport.  The  following  afternoon  I  took  a  private  fhip  .of  war, 
L'Eclair,  of  eighteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  the 
lame  evening  joined  the  firitifh  fleet. 

•   .  *.;-' 
a  "  *  From 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jaqr.  24* 

i 

Admiralty  Office,  January  24,  1797. 

JS.xtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Bligh  to  Evan  Nepean,  Eft* 
dated  on  hoard  bis  Majeftfs  Ship  Brunfwici,  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  St. 
Domingo,  03.  31,   1796. 

A  SMALL  French  fchooner  privateer,  mounting  one  gun  and  three 
fwivels,  and  twenty-five  men,  called  Le  Capitaine  Generoux,  wag 
brought  in  here  the  18th  inftant,  captured  by  his  Majefty's  fhip 
Adventure,  and  armed  fchooner  Le  Dauphin  Royal,  belonging  to  St. 
•  Domingo.  She  had  failed  from  Aux  Caves  two  days,  and  had  taken 
nothing. 

-     From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  31. 

Downing-fireet,  Jan.  30,  1797. 

OFFICIAL  accounts  have  this  day  been  received  from  MrJ  Robert 
Craufurd,  of  the  furrender  of  Kehl,  on  the  10th  inftant,  to  the 
Auftrians,  after  a  fiege  of  forty-nine  days.  It  appears  that  from  the 
"31ft  of  December  to  the  7th  of  January,  feveral  attacks  had  been 
made  by  the  Auftrians  upon  the  enemy's  principal  outworks,  in  all 
of  which  the  former  were  completely  fuccefsful. 
>  Mr.  R.  Craufurd  fpeaks  in  the  higheft  terms  of  the  ikill  and  per- 
feverance  of.  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Archduke  Charles,  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  of  Prince  Frederic  of  Orange,  and  of  the  patience 
and  cheerlulnefs  with  which  the  troops  fubmitted  to  the  greateft 
<hardfliips. 

Admiralty  Office,  January  $1,  1797* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Richard  Onflow,  E/b.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red,  to 
Mr.  Nepean,  dated  on  board  his  Majefy's  Ship  NaJJau,  Yarmouth 
Roadsy  t  Jan,  29,   1797. 

Sir, 
BE  pleafed  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
.  his  Majefty's  hired  armed  cutter  Griffin  anchored  in  thefe  Roads 
yefterday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  with  the  French  privateer  lugger  La 
Liberte,  a  prize,  carrying  three  carriage  guns,  four  fwivels,  arid  eighteen 
men.  She  was  taken  at  the  entrance  of  the  Ship  Warn,  after  a  chafe 
of  three  hours  and  a  half.  This  is  one  of  the  vefTels  that  has  infefted 
tjie  coaft  for  fome  time  paft. 

I  am*  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

R,  ONSLOW. 


¥wai 


t  *  j  :  '    -* 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  tfeb.  7,  1797.  - 

Admiralty  Office^  February  7,  1797,  < 

(Star  #^  a  Letter  from  Xtmr^Aamiral  Sanely,  Commanding  Officer  ef 
his  Majeft/s  Ships  and  Fejels  in  the  D*wns,  te>  Evsn  lfep§am%  Jiff* 
dated  February  J,  1797. 

Sit, 
ENCLOSED  herewith  if  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  hare  received  from 
Captain  Bazely,  of  bis  Majeihr's  (loop  Harpy,  giving  an  account  of 
the  lion  cutter  having  captured  a  finail  French  privateer  off  Punge* 
nefs. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  BAZELY. 

Harpy,  offDuugenefs*  Feb.  3,  1797, 
,  Sit,  Six  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acouaint  you,  that  at  five  o'clock  this 
evening,  (trctching  clofe  in  with  Dungenefs  Point,  we  fell  in  wkh 
his  Majefty's  armed  cutter  Lion,  bringing  to  a  .floop,  aftera  of  ,1 
convoy,  running  to  the  eaftward,  which  proved  to  be  the  Regun» 
republican  privateer,  belonging  to  Dieppe,  with  twenty  men,  and  armed 
with  mufquets. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Jotjn  Bazeh,  E/q.  Rear  'Admiral  HEN.  BAZELY. 

of  the  White,  (5  c.  Downs* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  14. 

Admiralty  Office  ^  February  14,   1797. 

Copy  of   a    Letter  from    Captain    GoJ/elin,  Commander  of  hit   Majejtyl 
Ship  Syrett,  to  Evan  Nepean,  E/q,   dated  off  Cherbourg^  February  %, 

1797- 

Sir, 

YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  the  Lords  Commiffionere  of  the 
Admiralty*  that  being  off  Cherbourg  with  his  Majefty's  (hip  under 
tny  command,  I  this  day  captured  Le  Sanfpeur  French  cutter  privateerf 
carrying  two  fwivcls,  fome  imall  arms,  and  eighteen  men.  She  left 
Cherbourg  the  5th  of  January,  and  had  not  talten  any  thing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &. 

T.  LE  M.  GOSSELIN. 


From 


<•  V  ) 

tfromthe  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  i8,  1797. 

ixlratt  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Onflow)  to  Evan  "Hepean,  E/ty, 
dated  on  board  bis  Majefty's  Ship  NaJ/au,  in  Yarmouth  Roads,  Feb.  1  yf 

*797* 

BE  pleafed  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that  his  Majefty's  ftiip  Efpion  is  juft  arrived  in  thele  roads;  flie  Sepa- 
rated from  the  Martin  (loop  on  the  night  of  the  14th  inftant,  in  a 
'  heavy  gale  of  wind;  the  laiter  has,  charge  of  the  Buonaparte  French 
fhip  privateer.  I  inclofe,  for  their  Lordfhips*  further  information,  Cap- 
tain Dixon's  letter. 

Sir,  Efpion)  at  Sea,  Feb.  16,   1 797. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  at  ten  A»  Mi  on  tie  14th 
inftant,  the  Texel  bearing  S.  E.  diftant  eighteen  leagues,  chafe  was 
given  to  a  (hip  under  Danifh  colours  on  the  weather  bow,  which,  af- 
ter making  every  effort  to  get  away,  was  overprefled  with  fail,  and  at 
fix  P.  M.  brought  to  by  the  Efpion  and  Martin.  She  proved  to  be  Le 
Buonaparte  French  privateer,  mounting  fixteen  fix-pounders  and  one 
long  twelve-pounder,  with  a  complement  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men* 
but  had  only  eighty-two  oh  board:  (he  failed  from  Cherbourg  on  the  ift 
inft.  fince  which  flie  had  cruifed  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  had  only 
captured  a  floop  in  ballaft,  which  was  liberated;  eight  fix-pounders 
were  thrown  overboard  during  the  purfuit;  all  the  day  the  weather  was 
extremely  boifterous,  and  it  was  with  infinite  difficulty  and  hazard  the 
exchange  of  prifoners  was  effected.  One  boat  belonging  to  the  Efpion- 
Was  loft,  but  happily  no  lives;  and  it  is  but  jnftice  to  the  officers  and  » 
feamen  of  both  fhips  to  declare  they  performed  the  fervice  with  manly 
fpirit  and  determination;  as  during  the  night  it  blew  very  hard  at  - 
N.N.W.  the  Martin  and  prize  unavoidably  feparated  from  the  Efpion; 
Captain  Sutton  had  been  previoufly  defifed  to  ftay  by  the  prize,  and 
fee  her  into  Yarmouth. 

The  privateer  is  quite  new,  fails  remarkably  faft,  and  is,  in  every 
refpec"t,  well  found  as  a  veflel  of  war. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  •  MANLEY  DIXON. 

yi'a  Admiral  Onflow,  Tarmoutb. 


Admiralty  Office,  Feb.  it,   1797. 

Cipy  of  a  Litter  frbm  Captain  Hal/led,  Commander  of  bis  Majtfty's  Sbif 
Phoenix,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Ef$.  dated  at  Sea,  Feb.  1 1,  1 797. 

Si*|  ■   '        \ 

• 

BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordftiips,  that  the  Jeune  trrilie,  a 
French  privateer  brig,  of  ten  guns  and  fixty-two  men,  was  captured  by 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Triton  this  evening.  She  has  been  only  forty  days 
from  St.  Maloes,  has  taken  an  Englifh'  floop,  called  the  Friendfhip, 
from  Lilbon  to  Liverpool,  with  fruit,  and  an  Englifh  fhip  letter  of 
jriarque,  of  ten  nine-pounders  and  twenty-one  men,  called  the  BattaU 
lion,  from  Liverpool  to  Jamaica,  after  an  action  of  three  quarters  of 
an  hour. 

Vo*.VI.  C  Ihr-^ 


1  have  alfo  to  ac^uatof  you,  for  their  LortHhips*  further  ijnformatton, 
that  the  Triton  captured  the  French  privateer  cutter  Recovery,  of  14 
guns  and  forty- fix  men,  on  the  10th  inftant,  which  had  been  a  few  dayi 
from  Havre,  and  had  taken  an  Englifli  fmugfeler,  and  an  American  (hip 
bound  to  Bombay;  the  latter  was  retaken  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the 
Stfljg. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

L.  w;  HALSTED* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  February  sj,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Feb*  25,  1797. 

dopy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Glyttn9  Commander  *f  his  Majefifs  Skop 
Smurge,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efy*  dated  Plymouth  Sound,  February  *&, 
1797. 

Sir,    /  "  ; 

..  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords 
Commi&oners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majefty's  (loop  Scouri 
tinder  my  command,  at  half  pail  twelve  P.  M.  on  the  aift  lliftant,  the 
land  bearing  N.  E<  diilant  five  or  fix  leagues,  captured,  after  a  chqJe 
of  three  hours,  a  French  privateer,  called  Le  Furet,  pierced  for  four- 
teen, but  only  mounting  ten  guns,  having  the  other  four  in  her.hoJdf 
She  had  on  board,  when  taken,  fifty  men,  befides  twenty-two  kngljiji 
prifoners,  feven  of  whom  were  wounded;  die  is  commanded.. by  B.C- 
noifh  Giron,  had  been  twenty  days /rom  L'Orient,  is  coppered,  and,* 
faftfailer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

H.  R.  GLYNN. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

February  25,  1797. 

Whitehall,  February  *5»    T797* 

A  LETTER  this  day  received  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  from 
Lord  Milford,  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  county  of  Pembroke,  dated  Ha- 
verfordweft,  February  23,  five  P.  M.  contains  information,  that  two 
frigates,  a  corvette,  and  a  lugger,  appeared  off  the  coafl  of  Pembroke- 
fhire,  the  22d  inftant';  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  difembarked  fome 
troops,  reported  by  deferters  to  be  about  twelve  hundred,  but  .with* 
outfield-pieces. 

It  appears,  that  the  moft  aclive  exertions  were  made  by  the  Lx>rd 
Lieutenant  and  gentlemen  of  the  county  and  its  neighbourhood,  in 
taking  proper  meafures  on  this  occafion ;  and  that  the  greatefl  zeal  ind 
loyalty  were  manifefted  by  all  "ranks  of  people,  who  crowded  to  ofer 
their  fervices  againft  the  enemy.  " 


.  1 


*£rtraM 


MxtrM&  of  a  letter  from*'  Lieutenant  Colonel  Orchard,  commanding  tht 
North  Dewn  Foluntiers,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  Hart  land 
Abbey,  Feb.  2,$,  I797- 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  (late  to  your  Grace,,  .that  I  yeflerday 
received  an  expreis  from  Ufracombe,  mentioning  that  there  were  three* 
French  frigates  off  that  place;  thtt  they  had  lcuttled  feveral  merchant* 
ihen,  and  were  attempting  to  deflfoy  the  (hipping  in  the  harbour. 
They  begged  that  I  would  immediately  order  the  North  Devon  regU 
irient  of  volunteers,  under  my  command,  to  march  to  their  afliftance. 
In  coniequence.of  this  reprefentation,  I  ordered  the  men  to  get  ready 
to  mafth  as  foon  as  pofllbie.  1  have  great  latisfaftionin  faying,  .that  in 
four  nours  I  found  every  officer  and  man  that  was  ordered  on  the  parade 
at  Bideford  (fifteen  miles  from  home)  ready  and  willing  to  march  to 
any  place  they  mould  be  commanded  to  go  to.  I  cannot  exprefs  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  I  felt  on  feeing  the  men  fo  willing  to  defend  their  king  and 
country,  at  the  fame  time  as  filent,  orderly,  and  fober,  as  might  be 
expeded  at  a  morning  parade  of  an  old  regiment.  The  greateft  ex- 
ertions were  made  by  all  delcriptions  of  people  to  aflifr,  and  to  render 
every  fervice  in  their  power.  As  I  was  pieparing  to  march,  1  received 
an  account  from  llfracumbe,  that  the  French  (hip?  were  gone  from  the 
eoaft,  and  that  tranquillity  was  again  reftored  to  the  town.  How  far 
the  report  was  well  founded,  1  cannot  poffibly  hy ;  but  as  this  affair 
liiay  be  mlfrepreiented  and  exaggerated,  1  truii  your  Grace  will  excufe 
jpy  troubling  you  with  this  letter  ,  ancl  J  flatter  myielf  it  mud  give  you 
pleafure  to  hear  of  the  loyalty  of  this  neighbourhood,  and  that  the 
behaviour  of  the  volunteers  and  inhabitants  will  meet  the  approbation 
pi  his  Majeily. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

February  26,  1797. 

Whitehall,  February  26,   1797. 

LETTFRS,  of  which  the  following  are  extrafts,  have  been  this  day 
received  frcm  the  Right  Hen.  Lord  Miltord,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
Cpunty  of  Pembroke,  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  his  Majcf- 
ty's  principal  fecretary  of  date  for  the  heme  department. 

Haver fortbwrft,  February  2^  *797t 
Six  o'Clock,  A.  M. 

Since  t  had  the  honour  of  writing  lafr  to  your  Grace  by  exprefs,  I 
3>£ve  received  information  of  the  French  (hips  having  (ailed  and  left 
three  hundred  men  behind,  who  have  furrendered  themieives  ptiioners. 
The  great  fpirit  and  loyalty  that  the  gentlemen  and  peafantry  have 
(hewn  oh  this  occafion  exceeds  delcription.  Many  thousands  of  the 
latter  aflembled,  armed  with  pikes  and  lcythes,  and  attacked  the  enemy, 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  that  were  lent  againft  them. 

*  Theft  arexbe  fame  vefleli  mentioned  iu  the  above  letter  qf  Lord  Milfbrd. 

C  2  Routt* 


<    w    > 

J 

V  Hdvirftrdwejl,  JW.  »4,  1797, 

f  have  the  honour  and  pleafure  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  the  whole 
of  the  French  troops,  amounting  to  near  1400  men,  have  furrendered, 
and  are  mow  on  their  march  to  Haverfordweft.  j 

1  have  taken  the  firft  opportunity  of  announcing  this  good  newi 
0o  your  Grace,  and  Aiall  have  the  honour  of  writing  again  to  your 
Grace  by  to-morrow's  pofL  T 


From,  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  JKTRAORDINARY* 

February  a  7,  1797. 

Whitehall^    Feb.  27,    1797. 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  this  day 
Received  from,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Cawdor,  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
pJF  Portland,  his  MajeSy's  principal  fecretary  of  Itate  for  the  home  de- 
partment. * 

My  Loan,  .  ^  FlJh^uanS%  Friday,  Feb.  24,  1797,  * 

In  confequence  of  having  received  information  on  Wednesday  night, 
at  eleven  o'clock,  that  three  large  fhips  of  war  and  a  lugger  had  an- 
chored in  a  fmall  roadfted,  upou  the  coaft  in  the  neighbourhood  o&thii 
town,  I  proceeded  immediately,  with*a  detachment  of  the  Cardigan 
militia  and  ail  the  provincial  force  I  could  collect,  to  the  place*    I  fooo 
gained  pofitive  intelligence  they  hail  difembarked  about  1200  men,  bat 
po  cannon.      Upon  the  night's  fetting  in,  a  French  officer,  whom  I 
fo*md  to  be  the  fecond  in  command,  came  in  with  a  letter,  a  copy  of    , 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  Grace,  together  with  my 
amwer:  in  confequence  of  which  they  determined  to  furrender  them- 
felves  pnfoners  of  war,  apd  accordingly  laid  down  their  arms  this  d$y 
at  two  o'clock. 

1  cannot  at  this  moment  inform  your  Grace  of  the  exact  number  of 
prisoners,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  their  whole  for.ee :  it  is  my  intention  to 
march  them  this  night  to  Haverfordweft,  where  I  mall  make  the  beft 
diftribucion  jn  my  power.  The  frigates,  corvette,  and  lugger,  got  wi- 
der weigh  yefterchy  evening^  and  were  this  morning  entirely  out  of 
iighr,  , 

The  fatigue  we  hayc  experienced  will,  I  truft,  excufe  me  to  your 
prace,  for  not  giving  a  more  particular  detail ;  but  my  anxiety  to  do 
"uftice  to  the  officers  and  men  I  had  the  honour  to  command,  will  in- 
luce  me  to  attend  your  Grace  with  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  to  ftate 
their  meiits,  arid  at  the  fame  time,  to  give  you  every  information  in  my 
power  upon  this  fgbje£t.  The  fpirit  of  loyalty  which  has  pervaded  all 
fftnfcs  throughout  this  country  is  infinitely  beyond  what  I  can  exprefs. 

I  am,  &c, 

CAWDOR. 


C  «i  )  .     *        ■ 

•  .  Cardigan  Bay,  t>th  of  Fentofe,  $tb  Tear 

Sir,'  of  the  Republic. 

THE.  circumftances  tinder  which  the  body  of  the  French  troops  un- 
der rny  cpmman(f  were  landed  at  this  place  render  it  unneceflary  to  at- 
tempt any  military  operations,  as  they  would  tend  only  to  bloodfhcj 
and  pillage.  The  officers  or  the  whole  corps  have  therefore  Intimated 
their  defiie  of  entering, into  a  negotiation,  upon  principles  of  huma- 
nity, for  afunender.  If  you  are  influenced  by  fimiiar  coniideratiom, 
you  may  fignify  the  feme  by  the  bearer,  and  in  the  mean  lime  hoftili* 
ties  fiiall  ceafe.. 

Salute  and  refpect, 

TATE,  Chef  de  Brigade 

Ji  the  Officer  commanding  bis  Britannic 
■' .    Majefiy's  trfops. 


m^^ 


Sir,  Fijbguardf  Feb.  23,  1797V 

■  THE  ftperiority  of  the  force  under  my  command,  which  is  hourly 
increafing,  muft  prevent  my  treating  upon  any  terms  fhort  of  your  fur» 
rendering  your  whole  force  prifoners  pf  w  ir.  I  enter  fully  into  youf 
:wi(h  of  preventing  an  unneceffary  effulion  of  blood,  which  your 
ipeedy  furrender.  can  alone  prevent,  and  which  will  entitle  you  to  that 
confederation  it  is, ever  the  wifh  of  @riti(k  troops  to  Jttiew  an  enemy 
whole  numbers  are  inferior. 

1  My  Major  will  deliver  you  this  letter,  and  I  (hall  cxpecT:  your  deter* 
mination  by  ten  o'clock,  by  your  officer,  whom  I  have  fuVmftied  with 
aa  eicort,  that  will  conduct  him  to  me  without  moleilatiou. 

I  am,  &c.    . 

CAWDOR, 
Sfotbe  Officer  commanding  the 
French  troops. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  38,  1797, 
Admiralty  Office^  February  28,   1797. 

Copy  of  a    Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Bazlyj    Commanding  Officer  of 
bis   Majefty's  Shifts   and  Fejfels  in  the.  Downs,  to  Evan  Netean^  Efaf 
dated  February  2  5,   1797.  ,  ' 

Sir, 

SIR  John  Colleton,  Bart,  commanding  the  Swift  cutter,  acquaint* 
me,  that  he  yefterday  captured  and  fent  into  Dover  L'Aventurier  French 
fchooner  privateer,  pf  forty  tons,  having  on  board  eleven  men,  with 
cutlafles  and  piftols,  which  he  fell  in  with  about  four  leagues  N.  &  of 
the  South  Foreland,  that  had  left  Fecamp  on  the  aoth  inftant,  but  had 
ipot  taken  any  thing.  - 

Sir  John  further  acquaints  roe  that  this  privateer  had  been  hoarded  by 
the  Dolphin  armed  cutter  off  Dun^enefs,  and  that  he  bimfelf  had  ex- 
amined her,  and  fuffered  her  to  proceed  as  an  American  veflel  in  ballaft, 
bound  to  London ;  but  obierving  that  (lie  afterwards  altered  her  courfe 
and  fleered  for  the  French  land,  he  flood  after  her#  and  on  boarding 
'"" '  ..........  ^    . 
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her  a  ^cond  tune,  and  ft riltty. examining  the  ballad  with  a  fpit,  tie  found 
eight  men  concealed.  With  ptrtoft  airi  torfafles,  in  a  place  made  for  that 
ptttpoft,  with  a  hole  barely  lufticient  for  them  to  breathe  through. ' 

-     '-';...                                            lam,  Sir|  3fecv,:$ei:-ft&;     '    ■' 
\. -.  '     ..'.  JOHN  BAZELY.-1; 


7;f  ':..'  kA&KMArQIaWi ■■■Frf.  a«,  J»7-;  "'  -  ■  '  :» 

G»a)  efm.  Litter  fimnCfrnf 4"'*  $\ft*  *•  JUmrai'Sir $*}&  ftrvli,  &mr 
ntanderin  Chief  ef  bh  Majefy's  Shift  and  ffyjits'U  the  Mediterr**ei$  ■ 
dated  December  so,  1796^,.     .■  ,_  - 

LAST. night  at  ten  o'clock  1  law  two  Spanifh  frigates,  and  directed 
Captain  Cock  bu  re,  in  the  Mincrve,  to  attack  tne  drip  which  carried  .a 
poop  light ;  the  Blanche  bore  down  to  attack  the  other.'.  I  hav#not  yet 
received  from  Captain  Preflon  an  account  of  hhf  aWibn, -but  as  I  faw  the 
Blanche  this  morning  10  ■  .'indward  with  every  fail  let,  I  pre  fume  (he  had 
pot  fufttreil  much  damage. 

'  Capiatn  Ciitkbiirnc  .  .  night  hrt  fMptoeiofe  aAioi/at  twenty  maUHei 
before  eleven,  which  tinned  without  intermifem  till  half  paft  one, 
wSen  La  Sabina,  ot  tuny  gun",  twenty-eight  eigbkeen  pound  en  on  her 
jiia'm  deck,  two  hundred  and  eigbtyri*  o^n,  CapamDoWjacoba  Stuart, 
having  loft  her  mizm  mull  (as  the  did  after  the  action),  «nam  and  iom 
fnalV,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four -men  kilted  and  wounded,  ftruck  her 

"Ifou  tn  ofr/nVthcWgMy  twjwlmttd  wj*  th*  merita  of  Captain 
CoSkbCrtne,  'that  it  is  heedieis  for  liw  to'expref*  them,--  but  the  dtidpline 
of  the  Minervc  does  the  higheft  credit  to  her  Captain,  and  Lietrtenantav 
and  I  wifli  fully  to  exprefirthe  ferife  I  entertain  of  thvir  judgment- aM 
gallantly:1  Wetrfenant  Colverhoufe,  the  Firft  Lieutenant,  is  an  old 
officer  of  very  diftlngu  idled  merit;  Lieiitenanti  ffardy,  Gage,  and' N'oble, 
^deferve  every  piaife  which  gallantry  and  zeal  iuftly  ^aritte  them  to;  ai 
do  every  other  officer  ai-d  man  nrthe-flttp.  You  will  obferve,  Sir,  lam 
fure,  with_  regret,  araongft  the  wounded,  Lieut.  James  Noble,  who 
quitted  the'CBptahT  tofcrtc  wrthXrt, 'and  who'fe  .Intrits^and"  repeated 
wounds,  received  in  fighting  the  enemies  of  our  country,  entitle  him  to , 
every  reward*  whicrJsgratefolnarirto  ran  bedew..  The  Minerve's  opponent 
■*?ein|*  commanded  by  a  gallant  officer,  *ai  wtll  defended,  which  hat 
cauied  her  Jiff'oT tilled  and  wounded  to' be  great,  as  alio  he*  mafia,  fail*, 
aid  rigging' id'btTtilich  drriTrtrgetf;'  :-  -'■'... 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  £tc  8tc.  Sec. 

[Signed;  HORATIO  NELSON. 

■Kthedj-rSewn. 
■  Wound«i.*~TJhitty-fouT...:  ,_.,,.  ■'     "     . 

M' fling..- — Ewir,  fuppofed  tobe  in  the  prize- 
■  0Siorts..jir»Hoded4— Li«uteaant,J.  Noble,  Mr.  Merryweather,  Boat- 
ftidin.  .        ..  ,  ;:...-.  ...  :     ■■ 

Petty  Officer!  lilltd  and  wounded.' 
'  felted.— Ooe!Mtduitp*nan. 

'  Wounderi.— CsjMaiii's  Clerk,  and  Serfeant  of  the  nth  Regiment, 
^nring  as  Marine!. 

Damages.— All  bevmflft)  (liotthrougJi,  and  furniture  much  cot. 
;    T  .::  .m-  ,  ...         (Sig^aj  UOitATJP.JHSWeN.  . 
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CoJ>y  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Nelfon  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis* 
Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  Majefty's  Ships  in  the  Mediterranean^  dated ', 
'  December  20,   1796,  Seven  P.M.  , 

IN  addition  to  my  letter  of  this  morning,  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  that 
lieutenants  Culver houfe  and  Jlardy,  with  a  -proper  number  of  men, 
being  put  in  charge  of  the  Sabina,  and  (be  taken  in  tow,  at  four  A.  M. 
a  frigate  was  feen  coming  up,  which,  by  her  fignals,  was  known  to  be' 
Spa  mill :  at  half  paft  four  fhe  came  to  action  with  the  Minerve,  who  caft 
off  the  prize,  and  Lieutenant  Culverhoufe  was  directed  to  ftand  to  the 
Southward  ;  after  a  trial  of  flrength  of  more  than  half  an  hour,  (lie  wore, 
and  hauled  off,  or  lam  confident  fhe  would  have  fhared  the  fate  of  hex 
companion. 

At  this  time  three  other  fhips  were  feen  (landing  for  the  Minerve  ; 
hope  was  alive, '  that  they  were  only  frigates,  and  alfo  that  the  Blanche 
was  one  of  them ;  but  when  the  day  dawned,  it  was  mortifying  to  fee 
they  were  two  Spanifh  fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  and  the  Blanche 
for  to  windward.  In  this  fituation,  the  enemy  frequently  within  fhot, 
by  bringing  up  the  breeze,  it  required  all  the  (kill  of  Captain  Cockburne*. 
which  he  eminently  displayed,  to  get  off  with  a  crippled  (hip :  and  hen* 
1  muft  alfo  do  juftice  to  Lieutenants  Culverhoufe  and  Hardy,  and  exprefk 
my  tribute  of  praife  in  their  management  of  the  prise ;  a  frigate  repeat- 
edly firtd  into  her  without  effcclf,  and  at  laft  the  Spanifh  admiral  quitted 
the  purfuit  of  the  Minerve  for  that  of  La  Sabina,  who  was  fleering  a 
different  courfe,  evidently  with.theintejotion  of  attracting  the  notice  of 
the  admiral,  as  Englifh  colours  were  hoitted  over  the  Spanifli. 

The  Sabina's  main  and  fore- mail  fell  overboard  before  fhe  furrendered. 
This.is,  Sir,  an  unpleafant  tale,  but  the  merits  of  every  officer  and  man 
in  the  Minerve  and  her  prize  were  eminently  confpicuous  through  the 
whole  of  this  arduous  day.  The  enemy  quitted  the  purfuit  of  the 
Minerve  at  dark. 
: '  KUied*— None.    Wounded.— Ten. 

Officers  wounded.— «Mr.  Hinton,  gunner. 

Mainmaft  much  jdamaged,  fails  and  rigging  much  cut. 

(Signed)  HORATIO  NELSON, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Nelfon  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jeriis% 

K.  B.  dated  December  24,  1796. 

Sir, 
YESTERDAY  the  Minerve  took,  off  the  fouth  end  of  Sardinia,  a 
trench  privateer,  called  the  Maria,  of  fix  nine-pounders,  and  fixty-eight 
men,  three  tiays  from  Marfeilles,  on  acmife,  tak£n  nothing. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  Servant, 

HORATIO  NELSON. 


c  •*  > 

s  -  '  *    .  • 

Copy  of  a  Lttter from  Captain  frlacnamara,  of  bis  tifajeJtfsSbifcfkuthamp* 
ton,  to  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  dated  Porto  Ferrajoy  December  8, 

-  *79°* 
Si*, 
CRUISING  off  Cape  Dell  Melle,  purfuant  to  an  order  from  Captain' 
Freemantle,  at  fix  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  2d  inftant,  I  difcovered  a  lail  to' 
the  weftward.     1  made  fail,  and  after  a  chale-  of  fi*  hours  and  a  half, 
came  up  with  her  clofe  under  Monaco,  making  in  for  the  land,  with  an 
intention  to  run  her  on  fliore.    To  obviate  their  purpole,  there  were/ 
no  other  .neans  left  but  to  lay  her  on  board,  as  it  blew  a  hard  gale  of  wind* 
to  the  S.  £.    Our  firft  attempt  failed,  in  confequence  of  a  heavy  lea, 
and  the  darknefs  of  the  night ;  however,  the  fecond  was  more  fuccefiful,' 
is  I  threw  men  on  board  of  her,  and  brought  her  off  without  any  da* 
mage  done  to  either  veflTd:  the  badnel's  of  the  weather  prevented  our 
changing  prifoners,  or  having  any  communication  for  forty -eight  hours 
after  we  took  pofieffion  of  her.    She  proved  to  be  the  Corfo,  a  fine  Spa*: 
ni(h  man  of  war  brig,  of  eighteen  guns,  fix  pounders,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fix  men,  bound  from  Genoa  to  Barcelona,  and  commanded  \jf 
]>on  Antonio  Oacaro.    She  is  a  remarkable  faft  failing  vefle  J,  quite  new, 
^rell  fitted,  and  armed  at  all  points. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

J.  MACNAMflLL 


M» 


Admiralty  Office,  February  28,  1797. 

■  * 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Nelfon  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  on  hari 
the  Minerve,  at  Porto  Ferrajo,  December  29,  1796. 

SlK, 

HEREWITH  I  fend  you  Captain  Prefton's  letter  to  me,  of  his  a£Hoo 
on  the  19th  of  December,  a.t  night,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  HORATIO  NELSON. 

Sl«,  Blanche,  at  Sea,  December  20,   1796. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you,  that  laft  night,  after  having  hailed  the  Mioerve* 
immediately  as  her  hauling  hej^wind  acrofs  me  to  attack  the  larger  fliip 
would  permit  the  Blanche  to  wear,  I  bore  up,  and  in  three  or  four  minutes 
after  the  Minerve's  firft  broadfide,  brought  the  frigate  to  leeward  to  clofe 
action,  the  two  fhips  j  11ft  clear  of  each  other ;  the  enemy  made  but  a  trifling 
refiftance,  and  eight  or  nine  broadfides  completely  filenced  her,  when  they 
called  for  quarter,  and  their  colours  were  hauled  down.  I  am  forry  fo 
add,  that  the  very  near  approach  of  three  frefh  fhips  (two  of  which  we 
difcovered  nearly  within  gun  (hot  before  we  went  into  action)  rendered 
my  taking  pofieffion  of  her  impracticable,  when  I  wore  to  join  thf 
Minerve ;  but  finding  the  mips  did  not  then  clofe  with  the  frigate  I  had 
left  much  damaged  in  her  fails  and  rigging,  I  again  flood  after  her,  hot 
fhe  had  by  this  time  got  her  forefail,  fore-topfail,  and  fore-topgallant* 
fail  fet,  and  not  only  outfailed  the  Blanche  before  the  wind,  but  was 
joined  by  another  fhip  (landing  from  the  land.    Nothing  could  exceed 

the 
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tt^c  fteadincfs  and  good  conduct  of  the  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Cowan,  the 
whole  of  the  officers  and  (hip's  company  I  have  the  honour  to  command ;  . 
and  I  have  great  pleafure  in  informing  you  not  one  perfon  was  hurt,  of  ' 
the  rigging  the  leaft  damaged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  D'ARCY  PRESTON. 

P*  S.  I  beg  leave  to  add  how  much  obliged  I  am  to  Captain  Maitland, 
toho  is  on  board  a  paflenger  to  join  his  (hip,  for  his  very  great  affiliance 
on  the  quarter-deck  during  the  aclion. 

Commodore  Nelfon,  tsfc.  &c.  &c.  D.  P. 


Admiralty  Office,  February  25,   1797. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Richard  Onflow,  Efq.  Vice-  Admiral  of  tlx  'Red,  to 
Evan  Ntpean^  Efq.  dated  on  board  bis  Majefly's  Ship  NaJJau,  Yarmouth 
Roads,  Feb.  23,   1797. 

I  ENCLOSE,  for  their  Lordfhips'  information,  a  letter  from  Cslptaia 
Hargood,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Leopard,  acquainting  me  with  the  capture; 
of  Le  Victorieux  French  privateer,  of  four  guns  and  30  men,  by  the 
fquadrod  under  his  orders:  (he  had  been  fix  days  out  from  Dunkirk,  but 
had  taken  nothing* 

Sir,  Leopard,  off  Scarborough,  Feb.  18,   1797. 

1  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  fquadron  under  my  command, 
*this  day  captured  a  privateer  named  La  Vi&orieux,  of  Dunkirk,  mount- 
ing four  guns  and  30  men,  out  fix  days,  and  had  taken  nothing.  She 
has  painted  on  her  flern,  "  The  Hope,  of  Hull.*' 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
nct-AdmiralOnJlovj.  WM.  HARGOOD* 


Downing-Jlreet,  Feb.  28,  1797. 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  received  from 
Robert  Craufurd,  Efq.  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville,  his 
Majefty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs. 

Head  quarters  of  the  Aufirian  Army, 
My  Lord*  Manheim,  Feb.  7,    1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord  (hip,  that  in  c<>tnequence  of 
a  capitulation  concluded  on  the  2d  inft.  between  Lieutenant  General  the' 
Prince  of  Furttenburgh,  and  the  French  General  commanding  tru-  works 
of  the  Tete-de-Pont  of  Huningen,  and  of  the  ifland  called  the  Shutter 
Infei,  the  fa  id  works  and  ifland  have  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  and 
taken  pofteffion  of  by  the  troops  of  his  Imperial  Majefty. 

The  French  had  beftowtd  very  coniiderable  labour  on  this  pod  during 
the  time  that  their  ai  mies  were  advanced  into  Gerfmny.  The  Tete-de- 
fcont  itfelf  was  fupportcd  and  outflanked  by  the  extenfive  horn-work  on\ 
the  Shufier  ifland,  as  were  both  by  tne  fire  ot  the  fortrefs  of  Huningen* 
as  Well  as  feveral  temporary  batteries  on  the  lefUftpk  of  the  Rhine.    But 

Vox...  VI,  D  *«*»» 
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a  confiderable  quantity  or  heavy  attil'ery  having  been  fcnt  to  the  trppef 
Brifgaw  immediately  a'ter  the  reduction  of  Kehl,  the  attack,  after  its  ar- 
rival, was  carried  on  with  effect,  and  by  its  fuccefsful  termination  the 
right  bank  of  the  upper  Rninc  has  been  completely  cleared  of  the  enemy. 

KOB,  CRAUFURD. 


i 


Prom  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

March  3,   1797, 

Admiralty  Office %  March  3,    1797. 

1  ROBERT  CALDIiR,  Flq.  firir  captain  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervisf 
K.  H.  arrived  this  morn  in  e  with  diipatches  from  hira  to  Mr.  Nepean,  of 
which  the  following  are  copies. 

Sir-,'  Victory  1  in  Lagos  Bay,  Feb.  i6r  1 797* 

THE  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  Spanifli  fleet,  exprelfed  in  my  letter 
to.  you  of  the   13th  inlt.  uerr  confirmed  that  night,  by  our  diftio&ly 
hearing  the  report  of  their  flgnal  guns,  and  by  intelligence  received  from. 
Captain  Foote,  of  his  MajenVs  fliip  the  Niger,  who  had,  with  equal 
judgment  and  perfeve  ranee,  kept  company  with  them  for  feveral  days,, 
on  my  preicribed  rendezvous   (which,  from  the  ftrong  fouth-eaft  winds, 
I  had  never  been  able  to  rcich),  and  that  they  were  not  more  than  the 
diflance  of  three  -or  four  leagues  from  us.     1  anxicufly  awaited  the  dawn 
of-  day,  when,  being  on  the  (larboard  tack,  Cape  St.  Vincent  bearing 
call  by  north  eight  leagues,  I  had  the  fatibfafiion  of  feeing  a  number  of 
fl&ips  extending  from  fouth-weft  to  fouth,  the  wind  then  at  well  and  bf 
Ibuth.     At  foity-nine   minutes  pail  ten,   the  weather  being  extremely 
hazy,  La  J'onne  Citojennc  ma<;e  the  iignal,  that  the  fhips  feen  were  of 
the  line,-  twenty- five   in   number,     li's  i\la  jetty's   fquadron   under  my 
command,    con  tiding  or'  the  ii-.'tecn  Pnips  of  the    line,  named  in  the 
margin*,    happily  Formed  in  the  mod  com  pa  ft  ord«r  of  failing,  in  two 
lines,     liv  carrying  a  pn  f 3  of  ia.il  I  was  fortunate  in  getting  in  with  the 
tnemy's  fleet  at  half  pail  eleven  o'clock,  before  it  had  time  to  connect, 
and  torm  a  regular  order  of  battle.     Si.ch  a  moment  was  not  to  be  loft; 
and,  confident  in  the  (kill,  valour,  and  difcipline  of  the  officers  and  titer, 
f  had  the  happinefs  to  command,  and  judging  that  the  honour  of  his" 
Majefty's  aims,  -and  the  circumftances  of  the  war  in  thefe  feas,  required 
a  conliderablj  degree  of  enlerprife,   I  felt  myfelf  jultified  in  departing 
from  the  regular  iv  item  ;  and  nailing  throueh  their  fleet,  in  a  line  formed 
with  the  utmolt  ceierity,  tacked,    and  thereby  leparated  one  third  trpm 
the  main  body,  alter  a  partial  cannonade,  which  prevented  their  rejunc- 
tion  till  the  evening;  and  by  the  very  great  exertions  of  the  fhips  which' 
had  the  good  fortune  to  amve  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  larboard  tack^ 
tjie  fhips  named  in  the  margin  f  were  captured,  and  the  aftion  ceafed 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

I  enclofe  the  molt  correct  lift  1  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet  oppofed  to  me,  amounting  to  twenty-fev/n  fail  of  the  line,  and  an 
account  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  his  Majefty's  fhips,  as  well  as  in 
-thofe  taken  from  the  enemy.    The  moment  the  Utter  (almoft  totally  di£ 

*  Viftorv,  BTitamV:.i,  Barfl'tir;  Prince  George,  Blenheim,  Nam ur,  Captain,  Goliath* 
JWWWAt,  Orion,  Co\uU'u-,  F^uwmt,  Cullodea*  Irreftftible,  Diadem. 

f  Salvador  del  Mundo,  \\i\  San.  yM>  i\*\  ^mwW,  %cj\  San  Yfidro,  74- 
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mafted)  and  his  Majefty's  (hips  the  Captain  and  Cullodcn  are  in  a  (late 
to  put  to  leaj  I  fhaii  a*vail  myfelf  of  the  1i«ft  l'avnuiable  wind  to  proceed 
off  Cape  Sr.  Vincent,  in  my  way  to  I  ifbon. 

Captain  Caldcr,  whofea:>le  atlillance  has  greatly  contributed -to  the 
^public  iervice  during  my  command,  is  the  betirer  or  this,  and  will  mofe 
particularly  deferibe  to  the  Lords . Com milfi  oners  or   rhe    -dmr.a'.tytfhc 
movements  of  the  fqirodron  on  the  14th,  and  the  preient  ftate  of  it. 

1am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  > 

.  j.  'JERV{&<* 


'M 


. 

Gum 

1 

• 

Conception 

— 

1 12 

San  Grnarn 

— 

Condc  dc  Regta- 

— 

112 

San  Ildcj'h.»afo 

— 

Salvador  del  Mundo 

112 

taken. 

San  ]u'ti  N'cpofnuamo 

San  fo(:f 

— 

112 

taken. 

San  F  aiuifcu  de  1'; 

;iula 

San  Nicolas 

__ 

84 

ukan. 

San  Ylidro 

— 

.Orienp ,  — 

A 

.74 

San  Amonio 

-». 

Gloriofo 

74 

San  Pablo 

— 

Atlante    — 

— 

74 

' 

Sun  VI  nun 

— ■ 

Corqurrftador 



74 

Neptuna 

— 

Soberand 

—r. 

""-  74 . 

Bahama 

— 

tFirme      -— 

— 

74 

Kame  unknown 

— 

Pdayo     — 



54 

Name  unknown 

— 

Gun,*. . 
74       .    . 
74   " 
74 

74       • 
74  taken. 

.74 

.-74  ,.    ".' 
■      74  ■ 

74 

74       *     * 

74 
.  74 
J.  JERVI5. 
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Lift  of  the  KdUd  and  Wounded  in  the  Squadron  under  the  Qowmand  qf 
Jtftmiral  $ir  John  Jewis^  in  \be  J&ftion  witbibe  Ufanijh  Fieet  the  \\*h  of 
Feb.  1797. 

Vi&ory,  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  F.iuft  Captain  Robert  Caldej, 
Second  Captain  George  Qrcy,  1  feaman  killed;  2  fca'jnen,  3  'marines', 
wounded.  ./ 

JBjrkennia^  Vice-Admiral  Thompfon,  Capt.  T.  Foley,  1  feaman 
wognded.  _.  .  , 

Bfccflenr,  Vice-Admiral  Hon.  W.  Waldegrave,  Capt.  J.  Richard  "DacreS, 
7  wounded..'.    . 

Brjfice  George,  Rear  Admiral  Parker,  Capt.  John  Irwin,  7  feamen,  1 
murine,  kiled  ;  7  feamen  wounded. 

Blenheim,  Capt.  T.Lenox  Frederick,  *o  feamen,  2  foldieYs,  killed ; 
%  officers,  40  feamen,  7  ioldiers,  wounded. 

Itjfamur,  iCapt.  James  H.  Whiiihed,  2  feamen  killed ;  5  feamen  wounded. 

Captain,  'Commodore  Nelion,  Capt.  K.  W.  Miller,  1  officer,  20 
feamen,  3  foldiers,  killed  ;   2  officers,  50  feamen,  4  foltiiers,  woun  ed. 

Goh.ith,  Capt.  r»ir  C.  II.  Knowles,  4  feamen,    4  marine-,  wounded. 

Excellent,  Capt.  C.  C'nllinfuood,  1  officer,  8  feamen,  2  marines, 
tilled';   10  feamen,  2  marines,  wounded. 

Orion,  Capt.  Sir  James  Saumarez,  7  feamen,  1  marines,  wounded. 

Coloflus,  Capt.  George  Murray,  4  feamen,   1  marine,   wounded. 

Egmont,  Capt.  John  mutton.,     None. 

Cwlloden,  Capt.  T.  Troubridge,  1  officer,  7  feamen,  2  marines, 
lulled ;  39  feamen,  8  marines,  wounded. 

.Irrefiftibk,  Capt.  Geo.  Martin,  4  teamen,  j  marine,  killed ;  1  officer, 
12  feamen,  1  marine,  wounded. 

Diadem,  Captain  G.  H.  Towry,  1  feaman,  x  foldicr,  wounded. 

Total,  300  Trilled  and  wounded. 


Z>% 


£)$ccr** 


■« 
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Officers  Kitted  and  Wounded. 

„  Blenheim,— Mr.  Edward  Libby,  acYing  Lieutenant,  wounded ;  Mf# 
Peacock,  Boatiwain,  wounded;  Mr. Joieph  Wftori,  Maker's  Mate, 
woundtd — fince  dead. 

Captain, — Major  William  Norris,  Marines,  killed  j  Air.  James 
Godcuch,  Midfhjpman*  killed  j  Commodore  Nelfon,  bruifed,  but  not 
obliged  to  quit  the  deck;  Mr. Carrington,  Boat  f wain,  wounded  ii% 
boarding  the  San  Nicolas ;  Mr.  Thomas  Lund,  Midfliipman,  wounded. 

Hxcellent, — Mr.  Peter  Peffers,  Boatfwain,  killed;  Mr.  Edward  Au- 
guflus  Down,  Matter's  Matef  wounded. 

Orion, — Mr.  Thom  s  Manfe),  Midfhjpman,  wounded. 

Culloden,-~Mr.  G.  A.  Livingftone,  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  killed. 

Irrefiftible, — Serjeant  Watfon,  Marines,  killed ;  Mr.  Andrew  Thomp* 
fon,  Lieutenant,  wounded ;  Mr.  Hugh  M'Kinnon,  Mailer's  Mate, 
wounded;  Mr.  William Palfour,  Midfhjpman,  wounded. 

J.JERVIS. 

Lift  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  on  hoard  the  Spanijh  Ships  taken  by  the 
Squadron  under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jcr<visy  AT.  B*  on  the  j 
\\th  of  Feb.  1797. 
Ships  N  imes.  Killed.     Wounded, 

San  Yfidro,  Officers   -r-  «-  —  4  $ 

ArtiUerifts,  Seamen,  and  Soldiery      $5        55 

•  #  -  - 

.  .  *9        63 

Salvador  del  Muhdp,  Office,™;  —  ~  —        '  5  3 

Aitillerifts,  Seamen,  and  Soldiers       37       iai 

4*       i«4 

San  Nicolas,  Officers  —  —  — .  4  8 

ArtiUerifts,  Seamen,  and  Soldiers     140         51 


144        59 
$w  Joler,  Officers   —  —  —  %  J 

Artillehfls,  Seamen,  and  Soldiers      44        91 


Killed  261 

"Wounded      34* 


46        96 


Total         603 
Note. — Among  the  killed   is   the  General  Don  Francifco  Xaviar 
Win  thuy  lien,  Chef  d'Efcadre. 


Sir,  Viftory,  in  Lagos  Bay %  Feb.  16,    1797. 

I  ENCLOSF  a  letter  received  from  Captain  Marlh,  of  his  MajeuVs 
flooo  tl.c  King's  Eiihcr,  whole  fervipes.  oft  Oporto  merit  my  higheft  ap- 
piobatxn. 

I  am,*  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient  bumjple  fervant, 

J,  JERVIS. 
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8lR,  Kin^s  Fijber,  off  Oporto,  Jan.  28,   1797. 

I  BEG  J|eave  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  23d  inftant  I  fell  in  with  two 
jSpanift)  privateers  ;  one  of  whi'.'h,  a  lugger,  mounting  one  carriage  gun, 
and  manned  with  thirty-eight  men,  I  captured,  and  drove  the  other  on 
fhore  between  Villa  Ccinde  and  Vianna  ;  the  larter  was  a  fchooner,  and, 
I  underftand  fro 11  the  prifoners,  mounted  twelve  carnage  guns,  and  was 
.  manned  with  between  (ixty  and  feventv  men  :  thole  vefle  s  had,  torfome 
time  paft,  infefted  th|s  coaft,  and  had  captured  leveral  £ngli(h  merchant 
veflels* 

.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  .  ; 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
ftr  John  Jervhy  K.  B.  Admiral  ED YV.  MARSH. 

of  the  Blue,  and  Commander 
in  Chief,  &c.  fa>.  &c. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  4,*  2797, 

Admiralty  Office,  March  fy  1797.  ' 

Copt  of  a   Letter  from  Captain  Yorhe*   Commander  of  his  Majeflfs  Ship 
:    Stag,  to  Evan  Hefean,    Efa.    dated  qt  Spit  bead  the  2d  of  Marcb% 

*797-  ,    ""  '    ' 

Sir,  —»-■••■ 

J  beg  you  will  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty 

with  the  arrival  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Stag,  under  rhy  command,  at  this 

Jmrt,  and  of  her  having  captured,  near  Scil'y,  the  French  privateer, 
/Approcate  brig,  of  fourteen  guns  and  fixty  five  men,  and  L'Hirondelle 
cutter,  of  fix  guris  and  forty-five  men,  the  latter  of  which  was  deftroyed. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
c-  JOS.  SYD.  YORKE, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  11,  1797, 

Admiralty  Office,  March  11,   1797. 

G*py  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Henry  Fcfling,  commanding  his  Maje/ty's 
Cutter  the  tSimhle,  to  Evan  Nepean9  Efq»  dated  Tarmoutb  Roaa\ 
Jjk  of  Wight,  March  8,   1797. 

Sir, 

BE  p]eafed  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
I  failed  from  Dartmouth  the  6th  inftant,  with  a  convoy  for  the  Downs* 

Yefterday  morning,  about  feven  o'clock,  off  St.  Alban's  Head,  J  cap- 
tured a  French  privateer  cutter,  called  L'lmpromptu,  Citizen  L*bccuyer 
commander,  with  four  fwivels,  plenty  of  fmall  arms,  cutlalTes,  &c.  and 
thirty-one  men ;  failed  from  Cherbourg  the  preceding  night,  but  had 
taken  nothing.  She  has  the  Ann  of  Dartmouth  on  her  ftern,  her  origi- 
nal name,  and  was  takeu  away  from  Brixhaia  about  fix  weeks  ago  by  v 
fomp  French  prifoners.  - 

Difcovcrinf  J 
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Pifcovering  another  fufpicious  cutter  in  chafe  of  a  floop,  I  immediately 
hauled  after  otr,  ami  made  the  iignal  for-my  convoy  (as  the  weather 
lecitifj  variable,  and  little  wind  to  Lhe  fouthward)  to  run  in  through  the 
Needles 

»  About  four  1\  M.came  up  with  the  chafe  ;  fhe  is  named  Le  Bonheur, 
.Citizen  Burnrl  commander,  with  fwo  three- pounders,  two  fwnele, 
im  II  arms,  cutluifrs,  and  twenty-iour  men.  The  cutlaflea  iu  both  vtfleli 
were  gr  and  a>  (harp  as  ivzors.  5  he  has  the  Mary  or  Dartmouth  on  her 
item,  -but  F'tnch  built,  f  ikd  in  company  with  the  other,  and  had  taken 
nothing.     1  immediately  took  her  in  tow,  and  (hall  proceed  to  Spkhead 

to  get  rid  of  tne  prnouers .  ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  &c.  &c. 

,:  .HvEfcSTJWG., 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  fVarren^  Bart,  Captain  if  his-  Majeftft 
Ship  La  Fomonc,  to  Evajiliefean,  Efa.  dated  March  7,    1797, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  encloiing  to  you,  for  their  Lordfliips*  inform- 
ation, a  rift  of  the  "enemy's  veflels  taken  and  deflroyed  byrMs:Majefty,s 
fcjuadrou  under  my  command.    .  - 


\    \ 


**     ■      -  « 


1  riave  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


j.  WARREN.- 

t  '■  \  ■   ■  '     ■  i 

A  Lif  of  French  and  Span'Jh  VejTch  caphired  and  dejtroyed  by  his  Majrflyi 

Squadron  under  the  Command  of  Commodore  Sir  John   horlafe  Warrtn% 

K*  B.  between  the  z^th  of  January  anil  jth  ofMarchf   1 797.     -  -  .■ 
\  '■.'■■  - t.  •  <r.  .   rmm    :      "   * 

FRENc#H,#-7-La  Providence,  floop,  in  ballaft,  from  JJreft  to  Boardeayt 
funk.  "  l '  :- 

LUi.tiepid,  fl  op,  in  ballaft,  from  Brcft  to  Bourdcanx,  funk. 
L'J-unnee,  brig,  wine  and  brandy,  from  Bom dtaux  to  l/reli,  Heat  tD 
Erg  and.  ^  *■  *-J 

Le  ■■        ,    ,  brg,  empry'cafltr,  burnt. 
Spanish. — La  »>anta  Thereia,  biig,   empty  cafk?,  from  St.  Anderoto 
Vigo,  burnt. 
St.  J.igo  de  Compoftella,  brig,  in  ballaft,  from  St.  Andero  to  Vigo, 
iunk,;  v 

J.  B.  WARREN,  Commodore. 


Copv  of  a  Letter  from  Ahtiral  Peyton,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Maje^fs 
Sh'ps  and  Fcjjfts  in  the  Down,  to  Evan  Ncpean^  Eja.  dated  the  qtbof 
March)    1797. 

Sir, 
BY  a  letter  \  have  received  from  Captain  Talbot,  of  his  Maje(ty*s  (hip 
Eurydice.  of  this  date,  he  informs  ire  that  at  five  A.  M.  on  the  7th  ip- 
Hant,  off  the  Hem  Hi  Hanks,  he  law  on  h's  weather  beam,  and,  atter  a 
cha  iol  tour  houis,  took  l,e  VokW;eur  Frcncn  privateer,  lugger  rigged, 
Ho  carriage  gui.s,  and  manned  v\irh  tweuty-three  men,  .  »She  had  tailed 
from  Dunkirk  the  night  before,  to  cruife  ou  the  North  Coaft,  and  ha4 
aot  talan  any  thing, 

lam,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

JOoEFH  PEYTON. 
**,  From 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  14,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  14,    1797. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Robert  Stopfo*-d,  Commander  of  his 
Majejly's  Ship  Phaeton,  to  Evan  Nepean%  E/q*  dated  at  Falmouth,  the 
gth  of  March,    1797. 


file  failed- irorn  Names  on  the  16th  ulr.  and,  on  the  27th  ult.  captured 
tire  Princefs  Elizabeth  packet  coming  Mom  Jamaica,  in  lar.  40  cleg.  30 
ixiin.  long.  14  dcg.  30  min.  the  only  Englifh  prize  (he  had  made  during 
her  cnaife.  Several  privateers  were  fitting  at  Nantes  at  the  time  that  the 
Aft  if  failed. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  18,   1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  18,    1797. 

Kx trail  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  K-  B.  to  Mr*  Ncpcan% 
dated  Royal  George,  at  Sea,  March  10 ,    1797. 

"  I  AM  now  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordfhips'  inorrnntion,  that  on 
the  7th  inftant  Sir  Harry  Neale,  in  the  St.  Fiorenzo,  recaprui  ed'the  Cyn- 
thia brig,  from  Lifbon  to  Poole,  laden  with  fruit,  which  had  been  taken 
eight  days  before  by  a  privateer  brig.  On  the  8th  inftant  the  Impetuenx 
captured  La  Vatout,  afmall  cutter  privateer,  armed  wth  mufkets,  having 
twenty-eight  men  on  board,  and  only  one  day  from  Breft.  In  the  after- 
noon of  that  day,  the  wind  coming  to  the  northward,  I  bore  up  for 
Ufhant,  and  detached  the  St.  Fiorenzo  and  Nymphc  to  look  into  Breft; 
and  I  have  the  fatisfaction  to  inform  thtir  Lo;dlhips,  that,  on  the  St. 
Fiorenzo  and  Nymphe's  returning  to  rejoin  the  fquidron,  they  tell  in 
with  and  captured  La  Refinance  and  La  Conft;:nce  French  frigates.  The 
taking  thei'e  fliips  does  Sir  Marry  N.ale,  with  Capt.  Cooke,  and  their 
officers  and  men,  the  h'ghtft  honour,  and  I  h;>pe  their  fkilful  and  fpirited 
cpndudt  will  meet  their  Lordihip:s*  approbation,  as  1  warmly  feel  they  have 
merited  my  particular  thanks.  Herewith  you  will  receive  alfo  a  copy  of 
Sir  Harry  Neale's  letter  to  me  on  this  occasion. 

My  Lord,  St.  Fiorenzo,  at  Sea,  March  9,   1797. 

I*^AVE  thefati?faftion  to  acquaint  you,  that  after  having  (agreeable 
to 'your  direction),  with  the  afliiiance  of  Capt.  Cooke,  of  his  Majefty's 
(hip  La  Nymphe,  under  myordtris,  reconnoitred  the  enemy's  force  in 
the  outer  road  or  Breft  haibour,  Captain  Cooke  informed  me  he  law  two 
fliips  to  the  weftward,  (landing  in  for  Breft  *  in  contequence  of  which 
we  tacked,  and  m?de  fail,  cli  fc  on  a  wind,  lor  r!,e  purpofe  of  getting  the 
weather  gauge,  which  being  with  eafe  at  com,  hfhed,  we  bore  down  upon 
the  fliips  together,  hjvmg  alcenained  them  to  be  twj  French  frigates; 
and  as  we  w.-re  rot  more  ihan  two  or  three  leagues  from  Point  St.  Mat- 
thew's, with  a  lea<.;i.ij  wind  out  of  Breft,  and  the  French  fleet  in  fight 
from  our  top»,  it  was  an  objeft  of  grea;  imgotunsx  to  Vic  *&  &ya£\N«.  **% 
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poflible  in  our  mode  of  attack.  As  the  largeft  (hip  wat  the  headmofy 
ue  both  engaged  her  very  warm'y,  at  the  diftattce  ftf  about  forty  yards$ 
and  compelled  her  to  lurrender,  after  a  (hort  re  fi  fiance.  By  this  time 
the  fmaller  frigate  h:;d  arrived  up*  and  being  immediately  attacked  b? 
both  (hips  in  the  lame  manner  as  the  former,  her  refinance,  though 
better  made,  was  not  long;  (he  (truck  her  colours  a" bout  nine  o*clock 
A.  M.  The  whole  of  the  action  was  a  runriing  fight,  and  did  not  laft 
more  than  hair  an  hour. 

I  have  great  p  eafure  in  expre  fling  to  your  Lord  (hip,  that  I  feel  parti* 
cularly  obliged  to  my  friend  Capt.  Cooke,  for  his  judicious  and  active 
conduct  during  the  time  we  jointly  engaged  the  enemy.  I  have  long 
known  his  abilities  and  zeal  for  the  fervice,  and  am  happy  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  tefti  lying  it,  both  as  an  act  grateful  to  myielf,  and  as  a 
duty  1  owe  to  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

1  (hould  be  wanting  in  gratitude  to  all  my  officers  and  (hip's  company, 
if  I  did  not  acknowledge  myielf  much  indebted  to  them  for  their  ueady 
zeal,  and  the  alfiftance  I  re  eived  from  them  during  the  action.  Lieiite* 
nants  Durell,  FarneU,  and  ken  wick,  Mr.  Ki  teat  t  the  made  r,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Caruthcrs,  the  officer  of  marines,  are  particularly  entitled  to  my 
thanks  fortheir  activity  at  their  different  ftations.  Mr.  Durell,  my  firft 
lieutenant,  who  has  been  an  officer  eighteen  years,  merits  my  warmefl 
recommendation.  And  it  is  with  equal  pleafurel  exprefs  myielf  obliged 
to  the  officers  and  (hip's  company  of  La  Nymphe.  Captain  Cooke  fpeak* 
of  the  afliftance  he  received  from  them  in  terms  highly  to  their  honour, 
and  in  particular  of  Lieutenants  Irvine,  Lawrence,  and  Matters,  and 
Mr.  Dyer,  the  matter,  and  Lieutenant  CampSell,  the  marine  officer ;  in 
mentioning  them  to  your  Lordfliip  I  comply  with  their  captain's  wi(h.  t 
beg  your  Lordfhp  will  mention  Lieutenant  Durell  and  Lieutenant  Irvine 
to  my  Lords  CommlHioners  of  the  Admiralty,  as  officers  deierving  of  the 
higheit  commendation. 

The  (hips  taken  are  La  Refiftance,  commanded  by  Monfieur  Mon- 
tague, mounting  48  guns,  eighteen  pounders  on  her  main  deck,  and 
manned  with  345  men.  She  is  only  iix  months  old,  built  upon  a  newr 
construction,  and  is  in  every  rtlpect  one  of  the  fined  frigates  the  French 
had,  and  certainly  the  largelt,  mcafuring  45  teet  beam.  The  other  fri- 
gate, La  Conftance,  commanded  by  Monlieur  Defauney,  mounting  24 
nine-pounders  upon  the  main  deck,  and  manned  with  189  men  ;  (lie  is 
two  years  old,  and  a  very  fine  (hip.  Thefe  are  two  of  the  frigates  which 
landed  troops  in  VVah-s  ;  it  is  a  pleafing  circuir.ftance  to  have  completed 
the  failure  of  that  expedition.  I  am  particularly  happy  to  inform  youf 
Lordfliip  that  neither  the  St.  Frorenzo  nor  La  Nymphe  have  had  any  mert 
killed  or  wounded,  or  the  (hips  hurt.  The  St.  Fiorenzo  only  having  re- 
ceived two  (hot  in  her  hull.  La  Refiftance  had  ten  men  killed,  the  firft 
lieutenant  and  eight  men  wounded.  La  Conftance  had  eight  men  kilted 
and  fix  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obedient  fervanf, 
Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  H.  NEALE* 

&V.  fcV.  fcV. 


•      * 


Admiralty 
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Admiralty  Office,  March  18,   1797* 

Extra  fl  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kingfmill,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  bis   Majefty*s   Ships  and  VeJJels  at  Cork,    to    Evan  Nepean*    Ffq. 
dated  on  board  bis  Mijeflys  Sbp  Polyphemus^  in  Cork  Harbour.y  the  iQtb 
of  March)    1 797. 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 

his  M.ijeuVs  (hip  Alcmene  arrived  htre  laft  evening  from  Lough  S willy 

-    by  the  vveihvard,  and  in  her  way  has  captured  a  French  privateer  (hip  of 

'  fixteen  guns  and  154  men,  off  the  Sk«-lligs,  as  will  be  further  explained 

in  the  accompanying  letter  irom  Captain  Brown. 

Sir,  Alcmene,  Cork  Cove,  March  9,   1797. 

BE  pleafed  to  communicate  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the   \dmi- 

ralty,  that  on  the  6th  of  March,  making  the  beft  of  my  way  to  Cork,  I 

iaw  a  (hip  (landing  for  the  *■>.  W.  which  J  immediately  pnrfued,  and  after 

^    a  feventeen  hours  chafe,  captured  her:  (he  proves  to  be  the  Surveillant 

t    privateer  of  fixteen  guns  and  1 $4  men,  had  been  out  thii  ty-two  days  ft  oaf 

Bourdeaux,  had  taken  two  brigs,  the  one  from  Lift) on  .  n  ;  the  other  from 

*'■    Liverpool ;  the  latter  of  which  (laden  with  coalsx  I  had  the  >*oo<l  fortune 

'  to  recapture,  .and  have  allowed  her  matter  to  proceed  to  his  original  def- 

tination. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervanr, 
To  Flo- Admiral  Kingfmill%  W.  BROWN. 

tSfc.   fcSV#   feV. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  25,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  March  25,   1797. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear*  Admiral  Sir  John  Orde^  Barf.  Command- 
ing Officer  of  bis  Mahfiy's  Ships  a»d  Pejjels  at  Plymouth,  to  Evan 
Nepedn,  Efq.  dated  the  22 d  of  March,  1797* 

ENCLOSED  T  fend  you  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Elliot,  commanding 

-  the  armed  lugger  Plymouth,  acquainting  me  with  his  having  fvikeit  and 

brought  into  this  port  a  fmalJ  French  privateer  of  four  guns  and  twenty* 

%  nine  men,  in  purfuir  of  which  I  hid  ordered  him  yefterday,  in  confequence 

of  a  fignal  from  the  Telegraph  of  an  enemy's  fmall  cruifer  being  off  the 

Start. 

On  board  his  Maiefifs  hired  armed  Lugger  the  Plymouth^ 
Srit)  Hamaaze,   March  22,    f  797- 

IN  purfuance  of  your  orders  of  yefterday,  I  got  his  iMajefty's  hired 
lugger  under  my  command  under  weigh,  and  went  ta  purfhir  of  the 
enemy's  cruifer,  as  denoted  perfignnl,  and  I  have  thepleatwre  to  inform 
you,  that  the  Start  bearing  North,  diftant  three  leagues,  I  £-11  in  with 
and  captured  this  morning,  after  a  fliort  chafe,  La  kpervier,  French 
privateer,  mounting  four  carriage  gun*?,  two  of  which  were  thrown  over- 
board in  chafe,  three  fwivels->  and  otherwife  well  armed  wi«"h  fmall  ar-mj» .  , 
is  (loop  rigged,  and  navigated  with  twenty-nine  men,  Dick  PoUTonLfl 
Vol.  VI.  £  wjviffl 
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captain,  formerly  an  Engiifli  thrawl-boat ;  flie  is  three  days  from  Breft, 
and  had  taken  nothing.  '  * 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 
S>  Sir  Jeh*  Orde,  Bart.  Rear*  Your  humble  (errant, 

Admiral  of  the  White,  Uc&c.  ROB,  ELLIOT. 


Admiralty  Office,  March  %$t  1797. 

Cefy  0/  a  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Wefien%  CelleBer  ef  the  Cnjlem  a? 
Weymouth^  to  Eva*  Nefean,  E/f.  dated  March  2$  f  2797* 

Sit, 
I  HAVE  the  horfour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  tht 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  yefterday  evening  arrived 
the  Greyhound  revenue  cutter,  Captain  Wilkinfon,  with  a  French  pru 
vateer,  lugger  rigged,  called  La  Liberte,  commanded  by  Citizen  Barnard 
Emanuel  Papillon,  with  fobr  fwivel  guns,  plenty  of  fmall  arms,  cut- 
lifts,  &c.  and  manned  with  18  men,  which  (he  fell  in  with  the  ftift. 
inftant,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.M.  off  the  Owers,  fleering  into  a  con- 
ia>y,  and,  after  a  chafe  of  eight  hours,  captured  about  three  leagues 
from  Cape  Barfleur ;  fhe  is  entirely  new,  never  was  at  fea  before,  £uM 
from  Havre  Sunday  laft,  and  had  taken  nothing, 

lam,  Sir,.&c. 

W1L14AM  WESTON, 


^ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

March  27,  1797. 

Parliament-facet,  March  27,  1 797. 

EARLY  this  morning  Captain  Drew,  of  the  45th  regiment,  an  ved 
from  the  iiland  of  Trinidad,  with  a  difpatch  from  Lieutenant-gei  5ral 
Sir  R.  Abercromby,  K.  B.  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  of  i  iich 
the  following  is  a  copy  :  / 

1 

/ 

Sib,  Headquarters,  Trinidad,  Feb.  27,    -797. 

ON  my  arrival  in  this  country,  I  did  not  fail  to  lay  before  '.he  Admi- 
ral my  inftru&ions,  and  to  coniult  with  him  upon  the  m*  .as  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  I  found  in  him  every  defire  to  «""  4«erate  in  the 
execution  of  the  views  to  which  they  are  directed.  The  arrival  of  part 
of  the  convoy  from  England  enabled  us  to  proceed  with  confidence  in 
our  operations  :  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  troops  could  be  collected  from 
the  diflerenr  iflands,  which  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Cariacou,  the 
Admira1  iailed  from  Martinique,  which  iiland  he  left  with  his  Iquadron 
pn  the  1 2th  inftant. 

The  precifion  with  which  the  Admiral  had  given  his  orders  to  aflemble 

the  (hips  of  war  and  tranfports,  left  us  not  a  moment  of  delay.     On 

the    5:h<  in  the  morning,  the  fleet  faMed  from  Cariacou.    On  the  16th, 

in  the  afternoon,  it  pafTed  through  the  Bocas,  or  entrance  into  the  Gulf 

4  of 
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of  Paria,  where  we  found  the  Spanifh  admiral  with  four  fail  of  the  line 
and  a  frigate,  at  anchor,  under  cover  of  the  ifland  of  Gafpargrande, 
which  was  fonified. 

Our  fquadron  worked  up,  and  came  to  anchor  oppofite,  and  nearly 
within  gunfhot  of  the  Spanifh  (hips.  The  frigates  and  tranfports  were 
ordered  to  anchor  higher  up  in  the  Bay,  and  at  the  diftance  nearly  of 
£ve  miles  from  the  town  of  Port  d'Efpagne.  The  difpofition  was  imme- 
diately made  for  landing  at  day-light  next  morning,  and  for  a  general 
attack  upon  the  town  and  (hips  of  war* 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  we  perceived  the  Spanifh 
fquadron  to  be  on  fire  ;  the  mips  burnt  with  great  fury,  one  line  of 
battle  fhip  excepted,  which  efcaped  the  conflagration,  and  was  taken 
pofTeffion  of  at  day- light  in  the  morning,  by  the  boats  from  our  fleet  ; 
the  e  emy  at  the  fame  time  evacuated  the  ifland,  and  abandoned  that 
quarter.  / 

This  unexpected  turn  of  affairs  directed  our  whole  attention  to  the 
attack  of  the  town.  The  troops  were  immediately  ordered  to  land, 
and,  as  foon  as  a  few  hundred  men  could  be  got  on  fhore,  about  four 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  it,  we  advanced,  meeting  with  little  or  ho  re- 
finance. Before  night  we  were  mafters  of  Port  d'Efpagne  and  the 
neighbourhood,  two  fmall  forts  excepted.  In  the  morning  a  capitula- 
tion was  entered  in,tp  with  the  Governor  Don  Chacon,  and  in  the  even- 
ing all  the  Spanifh  troops  laid  down  their  arms,  and  the  whole  colony 
parted  under  the  dominion  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

Copies  of  the  capitulation,  of  the  flores  and  provifions  taken,  are 
herewith  tranfmitted. 

It  is  a  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  to  me  that  there  is  no  lift  of  killed  or 
wounded ;  Lieutenant  Villeneuve,  of  the  8th  regiment  of  foot,  who 
was  brigade  major  to  Brigadier-general  Hompefch,  being  the  only  per- 
fon  who  was  wounded,  and  he  is  fince  dead  of  his  wounds. 

From  the  Admiral  I  have  experienced  every  poflible  co-operation. 
Captain  Wool  ley,  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Arethufa,  and  Captain 
Wood,  of  the  Favourite  floop  of  war,  who  had  been  fent  to  reconnoitre 
in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  afforded  us  minute  information  of  the  fituation 
of  the  enemy  previous  to  our  arrival.  Captain  Woolley,  who  directed 
the  disembarkation,  fhewed  all  the  zeal  and  intelligence  which  I  have 
experienced  from  him  on  former  occafions.  To  Lord  Craven,  who 
begged  to  attend  the  expedition,  I  am  indebted  for  great  zeal  and  exer- 
tion. ' 

Lieutenant-colonel  Soter,  who  is  intimately  acquainted  with  this 
country,  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  of  very  great  ufe  to  me.  I 
fhould  not  do  juftice  to  his  general  character,  if  I  did  not  take  this  op- 
portunity to  exprefs  it.  My  aid  de-camp,  Captain  Drew,  of  the  45th 
regiment,  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  letter :  he  has  ferved  long 
in  this  country,  and  is  capable  to  give  fuch  further  information  as  may 
be  required.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  his  Majefty's 
favour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

RA,  A3£RCftOMBY,  K.  B. 


E  %  ARTT- 
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articles  of  capitulation; 

}?#r  the  Surrender  of  the  (/land  of  Trinidad,  between  bis  Excellency  Sit 
Ralph  Abercromby,  K*  B.  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Britannic  Ma* 
jeflv's  Land  Forces  %  his  Excellency  Henry  Harvey,  Efq.  Rear^AdmireX 
of  the  Red,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  Britannic  Ma} e fly's  Ships 
and  Veffeh  of  WaT$  and  his  Excellency  Don  Jofef  Maria  Chacon, 
Knfabt  of  tb*  Order  of  Calatrava,  Brigadier  of  the  Royal  Navy,.  Go* 
vomor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  ifland  of  Triqidad  and  its  De» 
pendencies,  lnfpe&or~general  of  the  Troops  of  its  Garrs/OM,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Article  I.  THE  officers  and  troops  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  and  his 
v  allies  in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad  are  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
.  wan  and  are  to  deliver  up  the  territory,  forts,  buildings,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, money,  effects,  plans,  and  (lores,  with  exaft  inventories  thereof, 
belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty ;  and  they  are  hereby  transferred  to 
v  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  the  fame  manner  and  pofleffion  as  has  been 
Tield  heretofore  by  his  faid  Catholic  Majefty. 

II.  The  troops  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  are  to  march  out  with  the 

•  honours  of  war,  and  to  lay  down  their  arms,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
huudred  paces  from  the  forts  they  occupy,  at  five  o'clock  this  evening 
the  1 8th  of  February. 

III.  AH  the  officers  and  troops  aforefaid  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  tit 
allowed  to  keep  their  private  effieds,  and  the  officers  are  allowed  to  wear 
their  fwords. 

IV.  Admiral  Don  Sebaftien  Ruiz  de  Apodaca,  being  on  {horero  the 

•  ifland,  after  having  burnt  and  abandoned  his  (hips,  he,  with  the  office!! 
and  men  belonging  to  the  fquadron  under  his  command,  are  included  in 

•  this  capitulation,  under  the  fame  terms  as  are  granted  to  his  Catholic 
Maje  fly's  troops. 

V.  As  foon  as  (hips  can  be  conveniently  provided  for  the  purpofe, 
the  prifoners  are  to  -be  conveyed  to  Old  Spain  ;  they  remaining  prifonett 
of  war.  until  exchanged  by  a  cartel  between  the  two  nations,  or  until 
the  peace ;  it  being  clearly  underftood  that  they  (hall  not  ferve  againft 
Great  Britain  or  her  allies  until  exchanged. 

VI.  There  being  fome  officers  among  his  Catholic  MajeHy^s  troops, 
whofe  private  affairs  require  their  prefence  at  different  places  on  the  con? 
tinent  of  America,  fuch  officers  are  permitted  to  go  upon  their  parole 
to  the  faid  places  for  fix  months,  more  or  lefs ;  after  which  period  the/ 
are  to  return  to  Europe :  but  as  the  number  receiving  this  indulgence, 
snuft  be  limited,  his  Excellency  Don  Chacon  will  previoufly  deliver  to 
the  Britifh  commanders  a  lift  of  their  names,  rank,  and  places  which 
they  are  going  to. 

VII.  The  officers  of  the  royal  administration,  upon  the  delivery  of 
the  (lores  with  which  they  are  charged,  to  fuch  officers  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Britifh  commanders,  will  receive  receipts,  according  to 
the  cuftom  in  like  cafes,  from  the  officers  fo  appointed  to  receive  the 
(lores. 

VIII.  All  the  private  property  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  Spaniards 
as  fuch  as  may  have  been  naturalized,  is  preferved  to  them. 

IX.  All  public  records  are  to  be  preferved  in  fuch  courts  or  offices  as 
they  are  now  ins  and  all  contra&s  or  purchafes  between  individuals, 

f  which 
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which  have  been  done  according  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  are  to  be  held 
•  binding  and  valid  by  the  Britiih  government, 

X.  The  Spanifh  officers  of  ad miniftration,  who  are  poffdfed  of  landed 
property  in  Trinidad,  are  allowed  to  remain  in  the  iflancl,  they  taking 
the  oaths  -  f  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  and  they  are  farther 
allowed,  (hould  they  pleafe,  to.iell  or  difpofe  of  their  property,  and  to 
retire  el  few  here. 

XL  The  free  exercife  of  their  religion  is  allowed  to  the  inhabitants, 
Xlf.  The  free  coloured  people,  who  have  been  acknowledged  as 
fuch  by  the  laws,  of  Spain,  (hall  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  periods^ 
and  property,  like  other  inhabitants ;  they  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  demeaning  themfelves  as  becomes  good  and  peaceable  fubje&s  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty. 

XIII.  The  failors  and  foldiers  of  his  Catholic  Majefly  are,  from  the 
time  of  their  laying  down  their  arms,  to  be  fed  by  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, leaving  the  expence  to  be  regulated  by  the  cartel  between  the  two 
nations. 

XIV*  The  fick  of  the  Spanifti  troops,  will  be  taken  care  of,  but  to 
be  attended,  and  to  be  under  the  infpe&ion  of  their  own  furgeons. 

\  XV.  All  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad  fhall,  within  thirty  days  from 
the  date  hereof,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  to 
demean  themfelves  quietly  and  faithfully  to  his  government,  upon  pain, 
in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  of  being  fent  away  from  the  ifland. 

Done  at  Port  d'Efpagne,  in  the  illand  of  Trinidad,  the 
1 8th  day  of  February,  1797. 

RALPH  ABERCROMBY,- 
HENRY  HARVEY, 
JOSEPH  MARIA  CHACON. 


Admiralty  Ojffue^  March  a 7,  1,797. 

CAPTAIN  Harvey,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Prince  of  Wales,  arrived 
at  the  Admiralty  this  morning  with  difpatches  from  Rear- Admiral  Henty 
Harvey,  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  fiiips  and  vafleis  at  Bar- 
badoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  dated  off- Port  d'Efpagne,  in  the  Gulf 
of  Paria,  February  21,  1797,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  Secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their 
Lordihips,  that  it  having  been  determined  an  attack  Ibould  be  made  on 
the  ifland  Trinidad,  both  with  a  view  to  that  colony,  and  to  the  Spaniih 
fquadron  which  had  been  there  for  fome  time  paft,  the  troops  intended 
for  this  expedition  from  Martinique  were  accordingly  embarked  in  the 
fiiips  of  war  and  tranfports,  and  I  failed  from  Fort  Royal  Bay  the  12th 
inftant,  with  the  fhips  and  vertels  of  his  Majeftv's  fqiuidron  under  my 
command,  as  per  mirgin*.  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby 
embarked  with  me  in  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  Invincible  had  previoufly  failed  for  Barbadoes,  with  two  tranfc 
ports,  to  embark  a  part  of  the  14th  regiment,  and  the  Thorn  and  Zebra 

*  Prince  of  Wales,  Belloaa,  Vengeance,  Scipio,  Favourite,  Zephyr,  Terror  bomb. 
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were  ordered  to  receive  the  detachment  from  Tobago,  The  favourite 
was  fen t  to  St.  Vincent  to  collect  fome  troops  from  that  ifland,  and  the 
whole  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  the  ifland  of  Cariacou,  one  of  the 
Grenadines,  on  or  before  the  13th  ;  and,  on  my  arrival  at  that  ifland, 
the  14th,  1  found  alj  the  (hips  and  tranfports  were  afTembled, 

On  the  1 5th,  in  the  morning,  1  failed  with  the  fquadron  and  tranf- 
ports, palling  between  Cariacou  and  Grenada;  and  on  the  16th  arrived 
off  Trinidad,  and  flood  towards  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  when,  having 
paflVd  through  the  Great  Bocas  Channel,  at  half  paft  three  in  the  after* 
noon,  the  Spanifli  fquadron  were  difcovered  at  anchor  in  Sbagaramos 
Bay,  confifting  of  four  fail  of  the  Jiue,  under  the  flag  of  a  rear-admiral, 
and  one  frigate. 

As  the  day  was  well  advanced  before  I  approached  the  Bay,  and  the 
enemy  appeared  in  (Irength  on  Gaiparaux  ifland,  which  commanded  the 
anchorage,  kfy  batteries  erected  for  that  purpofe,  I  ordered  the  Arethuft, 
Thorn,  and  Zebra,  to  proceed  a  little  farther  up  the  Gulf,  and  at- 
chor  with  all  the  tranfports.  The  Alarm,  Favourite,  and  V&orieufe 
were  ordered  to  keep  under  fait  above  the  tranfports  during  the  flight, 
and  prevent  any  vefleU  failing  from  Port  d'Efpagne. 
%  In  the  evening,  juft  before  dark,  I  anchored  with  the  (hips  of  the  fine    . 

.  In  order  of  battle  oppofire  the  enemy's  fquadron,  within  random  (hot  ef 
their  (hips  and  batteries,  and  in  conftant  readinefs  to  prevent  their  efcaa- 
ing  in  the  night,  which  I  fufpeded  they  might  attempt,  as  all  their     ; 
fails  were  bent,  and  theyappeared  perfectly  ready  for  failing. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  17th  we  difcovered  one  of  their 
fhips  on  Are,  and  foon  after  three  others,  all  of  which  burnt  with  great 
fury  until  near  day-light,  when  they  were  entirely  confumed.  One  of 
them  having  efcaped  the  conflagration,  the  boats  were  fent  from  the 
fquadron,  and  flie  was  brought  out  without  having  received  any  damage. 

I  have  great  fatisfa&ion  in  acquainting  their  Lord  fhips,  that  this  fqua- 
dron of  the  enemy,  commanded  by  Rear-admiral  Don  Sebaftian  Ruiz 
de  Apodaca,  were  deftroyed  or  captured  according  to  the  lift  I  herewith 
enclofe ;  and  although  this  fervice  was  effected  without  any  other  aft, 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty's  fquadron  under  my  command,  than  being 
placed  in  fuch  a  lituation  as  to  prevent  their  efcape,  I  am  fully  convinced 
that,  had  they  remained  at  their  anchorage  until  the  next  day,  the  officer* 
and  men  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  command  would  have  completed, 
by  their  exertion  and  zeal,  the  capture  of  the  whole,  notwithstanding 
the  advantage  of  their  lituation,  under  the  cover  of  about  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon  and  three  mortars,  which  were  mounted  on  Gafparaux 
ifland,  and  had  been  placed  there  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  defending  the 
fhips  in  the  Bay.  That  ifland,  whicty  like  the  fhips,  had  been  aban- 
doned during  the  night,  was  taken  pofTeffion  of  foon  after  day-light  by 
a  party  of  the  Queen's  regiment. 

General  Abercromby  *,  early  in  the  morning,  joined  the  Arethufe, 
and  the  troops  were  all  landed,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  under  the 
direclion  of  Captain  Woolley,  covered  by  the  Favourite  (loop,  about 
three  miles  from  the  town,  without  oppofition  :  the  General  took  pofTef- 
fion of  the  town  the  fame  evening,  afld  the  18th  the  governor  de  fired  to 
capitulate  for  the  whole  ifland,  and  the  articles  were  agreed  to,  and 
figned  the  fame  day ;  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  tranfmit, 

[  '  *  Vide  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby^  letter. 

Captain 
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.  Captain  Harvey,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Prince  of  Wales,  will  have 
the  honour  to  deliver  this  difpatch,  from  whom  I  have  always  experi- 
enced the  greateft  zeal  and  attention  to  his  Majefty's  iervice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  nioft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

htfi  of  Spanijb  Ships  of  War  burnt  and  captured  in  Shagaramus  Bay,  in 
the  Gulf  of  Paria,  Feb.  17,  1797,  by  the  Squadron  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Rear-admiral  Harvey. 

Burnt. 
San  Vincente,  84  guns,  Rear-admiral  Don  Sebaftien  Ruiz  de  Apodac* 
—Captain  John  Geronimo  Mendoza. 

Gallardo,  74  guns,  Don  Gabriel  Sorondo. 
Arrogante,  74  guns,  Don  Raphael  Benafa. 
Santa  Cecilia,  36  guns,  Don  Manuel  Utrefabel.' 


Captured. 
San  Damafo,  74  guns,  Don  Toref  Jordan. 


HENRY  HARVEY. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  28,  1797, 

Admiralty  Office,  March  27,  1797. 

THE  letters,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  were  this  day  re* 
ceived  by  Mr.  Nepean,  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty,  from  Rear-admiral 
Harvey,  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  and  veflcls  employed 
at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from   Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Commander 
1     in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  VeJJels  employed  at  Jamaica  and 
St.  Domingo,  to  Mr*  Nepean ,  dated  23d  December,  1796. 

IP*  YOU  will  pleafe  to  inform  their  Lordfhips,  that  Captain  Riclcetts,  of 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Magicienne,  has  taken  the  French  corvette  La  Cerf 
Volant,  and  Captain  Cooke,  of  the  Quebec,  L'Africaine ;  the  particulars 
are  fully  ftated  by  their  feveral  letters,  copies  of  which  are  enclofed. 

La  Magicienne,  off  Altavella,  St.  Domingo  y 
Sit,  November  2,   1 796, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I  yefterday  captured  La 
Cerf  Volant  French  corvette,  arm6  en  parliamenraire,  and  commanded 

by  Monf. ,  enfeigne  de  vaifleau,  having  on  board  delegates  from 

the  fouthern  department  of  St,  Domingo  to  the  French  legiflative  body, 
and  concealed  difpatches  for  the  Directory. 

General  Rigaud,  the  commander  in  chief  at  Aux  Cayes,  expedited  her, 
and  flattered  himfelf  that  die  would  evade  the  fcrutiny  or  the  Britifh 
.cruifers.  A  midfhipman  belonging  to  the  Hindoftan,  vfho  had  been 
faken  prifoner  fome  months  ago,  and  fix  feameu,  were  compelled  to 

fibarljj 
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embark  on  Ward  her,  to  carry  the  appearance  of  her  being  a  flag  of 

trace.  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

JV  Sir  Hde  Porter,  Knt.  Vice*  H.  R1CKETTS. 

utdmiral  of  the  Red*  and  Com* 
meander  in  Chiefs  (sV. 

\ 

£*  Magicienne,  <off  Jacamcl,  St,  Domingo, 
Sl«,  December  4,   1796. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclofc  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Cook, 
commander  of  the  King's  Hiip  Quebec,  giving  an  account  oi  his  having 
captured  jefterday  L'Africaine  Fiench  corvette,  or  18  guns. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
T*  rue- Admiral  Sir  Hyde  H.    R1CKETTS. 

Parker,  Ktit.  Commander 
in  Chief,  &V.  tfc. 

Quebec,  tff  Cape  Jacamel,  St.  Domingo, 
■  Sir,  ■-  December*  3,    1796. 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,    that  yefteiday  morning,  at 

6ay»break,  we  ciilcovcred  a  (hip  in  the  ibuth-weft,  which  at  firft  we 

'fuppofed  to  be  the  Magicienne,  but  as  it  became  lighter,  i  was  foon 

convinced  from  her  appearance,  (he  was  an  enemy,  and  gave  chafe  to 

her. 

It  being  very  light  winds,  we  did  not  get  within  (hot  of  ber  till  near 
noon,  when,  on  firing  a  few  chafe  guns,  (he  (truck  her  colours,  and 
proved  to  be  L'Africaine  French  corvette,  of  18  guns  and  99  men, 
commanded  by  Monf.  Scray,  enfeigne  de  vaifleaux ;  was  twenty-two 
days  from  Aux  Cayes,  but  had  only  re-taken  one  of  our  prizes. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  Henry  Rickety   Rfq*  Captain  JOHN  COOK, 

of bis  Majefly's  Ship  Magic  ienne* 


JLxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  bis  Maje/ty's  Ships  andVejfels  employed  at  Jamaica  and  St.  Do* 
mingo,  to  Mr.  Nepcan,  Secretary  to  tbf  Admiralty,  dated  the  zjtbj)e* 
cember,   1796. 

ON  the  10th  inftant  the  Refource  and  Mermaid  arrived  from  windward 
at  Jamaica  :  in  their  paflage  down,  off  the  eair  end  o\  St.  Domingo,  they 
took  the  General  Leveau,  French  brig  corvette,  or"  16  guns  and  80  men, 
which  failed  from  SouthJCarolina  fix  teen  days  before;  alfo.off  Allavelle, 
the  lotith  fide  of  St.  Domingo,  they  took  a  Dutch  brig  and  Spanifh 
fchooner,  the  former  having  on  board  ieveral  thoufand  dollars,  and  a 
valuable  cargo  of  dry  goods,  the  latter  laden  with  raw  hides. 


Prince  of  Wales,  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Martinique, 
Sir,  Feb.  18,  1797. 

ENCLOSED  is  an  account  of  Spanifh  veflels  detained,  and  an  ac* 
count  of  vefTels  recaptured  by  hisMajefty's  (hips  and  veflels  refpedtivety 
refTed  again  ft  their  names*  1  am,  &c. 

van  Nepean,  Ffj.  HENRY  HARVEY. 

At 
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An  Account  of  Spanifli  Veflels,  detained  (by  Admiralty  Order,  being 
*  Spanifh  Property)  by  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Veflds  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Henry  Harvey,  Efq.  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  Commander 
in  Chief,  &c.  &c,  Leeward  Iflands. 

Schooner  Paftorst,  laden  with  oxen,  hides,  and  cocoa,  fent  in  by  the 
Bull  Dog. — Sloop  Maria  Manuel,  laden  with  catde,  lent  in  by  the 
George  armed  floep.-~Launch  Dei  Carmen,  laden  with  mules,  fent  in 
by  the  Alarm. — Schooner  Flora,  laden  with  iundries,  fent  in  by  the 
Alarm. — ^loop  Prince  of  Afturias,  in  ballad,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm.-— 
Launch  Rofaria,  laden  with  900  dollars  and  lome  hogs,  fent  in  by  the 
Alarm. — Launch  San  Jofeph  de  Arminas,  laden  with  corn,  fent  in  by 
the  Alarm.— Launch  Der  Carman,  laden  wjih  mules,  fent  in  by  the 
Alarm. — Sloop  San  Nicholas,  iq  ballaft,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. — Launch 
Rofario,  laden  with  mules,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. — Launch.  Del  Carmen, 
laden  with  corn,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. — -Ship  Anna  Maria,  laden  witli. 
dry  goods,  fent  in  by  the  Fury. 

(Signed)  HENRY  HARVEY. 

* 
An  Account  of  VeiTels  recaptured  by  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Veflelt 

under  the  Command  of  Rear-Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief, 

&c.  &c.  fcc.  Leeward  Ifland  Station, 

Ship  Britannia,  in  ballaft,  fer.t  in  by  the  Bull  Dog,  recaptured,  ha- 
ving been  taken  by  a  French  privateer, — Brig  Lady  Mary  Fitzmaurice, 
laden  with  merchandife,  fent  in  by  the  Lapwing,  recaptured,  having 
been  taken  by  a  French  privateer.— Sloop  Ferdinand,  laden  with  mer* 
chandife,  fent  in  by  the  Lapwing,  recaptured,  having  been  taken  by  a 
-French  privateer. — Schooner  Syren,  laden  with  iugar  and  cotton,  fent 
in  by  the  Ariadne,  part  of  the  cargo  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize- 
Schooner  L' Alexandre,  laden  with  warlike  Itores,  fent  in  by  the  Ariadne, 
condemned  as  a  lawful  prize.  Guinea  fhip  Helen,  laden  with  (laves, 
fee.  fent  in  by  the  Vengeance's  tender,  captured  the  7th  of  December, 
1796,  by  theScipion  French  corvette.  Ship  Afpinall,  laden  with  flaves, 
fent  in  by  L'Aimable,  recaptured.-— Ship  Thomas,  laden  with  fugar, 
coffee,  and  mahogany,  fent  in  by  the  Invincible,  recaptured. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 


Prince  of  Wales,   Fort  Royal  Bay, 
SlR,  January  18,    2797. 

X  AM  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfhips,  that 
Ws  Majefty's  (hip  Lapwing,  commanded  by  Captain  Barton,  on  the 
^8th  ot  laft  month,  captured  off  Montferrat  a  French  privateer,  called 
the  Maria  Topaze,  of  10  guns  (fix  of  which  (lie  threw  overbo.ud  when 
chafed)  and  64  men,  belonging  to  Guadaloupe.  She  had  failed  the 
day  before  from  St,  Euftatia  on  a  cruife. 

I  am,  &c. 

Evan  Nf fan,  Eft.  HENRY  HARVEY. 


Vol.  VI.  $  frinc$ 
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'  Prime  of  Walts,  Port  Royal  Bay,  MkrihtpiL 
Sift,  January  18,  1797. 

BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordlhips,  that  Captain  FeUowcs,  in  his 
Majefty 's  (hip  Alarm,  being  on  a  cruife  off  Grenada,  fell  in,  on  the  *y$ of 
.  November  laft,  with  a  Spanifil  brigantine  corvette,  called  the  Qalgo, 
carrying  18.  fix-  pounders,  6  fwivels,  and  124  men,  commanded  by  Don 
Jfcrhcr,  from  Porto  Rico,  bound  to  Trinidada,  having  on  board  80,3  $j 
foliar*,  and  feme  provisions  for  the  government  of  that  ifland,  which 
be  captured,  and  carried  ugo  Grenada*  I  aim  &c- 

&>am  Xeptan,  Efa.  .  HENRY  HARVEY, 

frince  of  Wales*  Fort  Royal  fay,  M?rti**$*h 
Sl*f  January  2$,  1797. 

.  YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordlhips,  that  his  Majefij9* 
ship  Bellona,  on  the  7th  inftant,  captured  a  French  (chooser  pnvateer, . 
called  La  Legere,  of  6  guns  and  48  men,  to  windward  of  Defeada,  and, 
on  the  10th  inftant  following,  the  Bellona  and  Babet  drove  a  French 
fchooner  privateer  on  (hore  on  that  ifland,  and^  irr^tteipp^inglQ  get  b& 
Off,  by  employing  the  former  privateer,  both  the  veffeU  were  lp&  on 
the  rocks  andf deftroyed ;  in  which  fcrvice  Lieutenant  Hitt,  of  the  BH- 
lona,  who  had  exerted  himfelf  with  great  gallantry  and* good  condu&on 
the  ocotfioiv  was  much  wounded  by  the  fire  ol  nraiquetty  from  the 
ifland.  The  Babet  on  the  fame  day  chafed  a  brig,  prize  to  the  tarter 
yhooner,  which  ran  on  (hore  at  PefcacU,  and;  not  being  able  to  get  he* 
Ofij  (he  was.  burnt.  I  have  the  honour,  &g. 

Evan  Nefiean,  Efa.  HENRY  HARVE*. 

Sir,  Prince  of  Wales*  Trinidad,  Foh.zi,  1797. 

BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordlhips,  that  very  few  vefleis  of  the 
Cnemy  have  been  taken  pofleffion  of  at  the  furrender  of  this  ifland) 
what  have  been  captured  are  chiefly  fmall  craft  of  little  or  no  value; 
Two  merchant  veileU  and  a  French  privateer  were  let  fire  to  when  the 
fliipb  of  war  were  deflroyed.  The  other  vefleis  %t  Port  d*Efpagpe  be* 
long  to  neutral  powers. 

Some  naval  florcs,  con  fitting  chiefly  of  fmall  cables,  cordage,  and 
failcloth,  were  found  in  the  magazines'  on  (hore,  which  I  (hall  caufe  to 
J>e  embarked,  and  fent  to  Martinique. 

I  have  the  horiour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
.  EvanNepsan,  Efq.  •       HENRY  WAR VEY> 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear* Admiral  Sir  John  Ordc,  Bart,  commanctht 
his  Majefty* s  Ships  and  Veffels  at  Plymouth,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Eft 
dated  Cambridge,  in  Hamoaxe,  March  %b,   1797. 

Sir, 

ENCLOSED  I  fend  you,  for  the  information  .of  my  Lord*  €toito« 
miffioruis  of  tie  Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Wittman,  commander 
of  his  Majefty's  iloop  Suffifaate,  whole  enterprife  and  exertions  I  much 
Approve  of,  J  am,  &c. 

J*.XHUftS 
Six, 
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5  tit,  La  Sujfrfante,  March  ifc,  ijfgj.    T 

IN  obedience  to  yotir  orders  of  the  2ad  in  flan  t,  I  proceeded,  with 
nis  Majefty's  floop  under  my  command  j  to  cruife  off  the  Start,  and  pa 
the  morning  following  gave  chafe  to  an  armed  brig,  which  led  me  to 
the  eaftward  as  far  as  Pcveral  Point*  with  little  profpeft  of  coming  up 
with  her,  which  induced  me  to  relinquifh  the  purfuit.  On  my  way 
back  to  the  weftward  on  Saturday  afternoon,  I  chafed  and  captured  be 
.  Buonaparte,  a  irnall  cutter  privateer,  of  14  guns,  three  days  from  St. 
Maloes,  and  had  not  niade  any  captures. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
Reur- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  .  -  J.  WJTTMAN. 

Bart.  &c.  &t\  &c. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear*- Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  *MajeJty*s  Ships  and  VcJJels  in  the  Leeward  IJlands%  to  Evan  Nefean^ 
Efq.  dated  Prince  of  Wales,  Gulf  of  P 'aria ,   Trinidad,  Feb,£ji   *797« 

I  AM  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordftiips*)  that 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Lapwing,  on  the  31ft  ult.  captured  off  Barbuda,  and 
lent  into  St.  Chriftopher's,  a  French  privateer  fchooner,  belonging  to 
Guadaloupe,  called  L'Efpoir,  mounting  four  guns  and  10  fwivels,  and 
having  on  board  48  men. 

You  will  likewife  be  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lordfhlps,  that  his  Ma* 
jetty's  fliip  Matilda  on  the  13th  inftant  fell  in  with  and  captured,  to 
windward  of  Barbadoes,  a  French  national  fchooner,  armed  with  two 
fix-pounders  and  fome  fwivels,  and  having  on  board  38  men,  whicE 
Captain  Milford  fent  into  that  ifland. 


«M 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  April  1,  1797. 

Admiralty  Ojjtct,  April  1,   1797. 

-lS$)r  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commffioners  for  conduftin%  the  Tranfport  Ser~ 
vice,  to  Evan  Ncpean,  Efq.  dated  the  29th  of  March,  1J97. 

Sir, 

WE  beg  to  tranfmit  for  the  information  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord* 
Cdmmiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  inclofed  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Kent,  commaridiug  the  Dover  armed  tranfport,  ftating 
his  having  captured  a  Spanifh  brig,  bound  with  difyatches  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  Wc  are,  &c.  &c. 

A.  SERLE, 
J.  SCHANK, 
J.  MARSH.  ' 

"EkfraM  of  d  Letter  from  Lteuttitatil  LJenry  K*nt,  commdriding  the  Dovff 
'    Atmid  Tranfport,  to  the  Gdmmifliofiers  for  thk  Tranfport  Service)  dated 
Spithedd,  March  ij,   1797. 

AGREEABLE  to  orders  I  received  from  Sir  John  Jervis,  I  failed 
with  the  fhip  under  my  command  from  Lifboa  on  the  9th  inftant,  withJ 

F  a,  ^%h 


„        » 


(    44    ))    " 

lirefh  brttse  from  the  nonhward.  On  Sunday  the  tftth,  at  jmnt  1 
difcovered  a  trig,  bearing  N.  N.  W.  I  inftantfy  crowded  aU  the  fajl  I 
tbuld  carry,  and  having  the  advantage  of  fqually  weather,  1  gained  on 
he'riaft.  At  midnight  I  got  within  reach,  and  after  firing  a  few  (hot  at 
her  (he  hove  to.  1  immediately  boarded  her,  took  poffdSon,  andptft 
Mr.  liaac  Jarmar,  Matter  of  the  Dover,  into  her  as  prize-matter.  She 
proves  to  be  his  Catholic  Majefty's  brig  the  Magallanes,  commanded  by 
Von  Jacinto  de  Vargas  Machuca,  a  very  fine  copper-bottomed  veffel, 
pierced  for  x8  guns  (had  only  four  mounted),  and  navigated  by  j6 
men,  fails  remarkably  fad,  and  is  well  fitted  for  her  voyage-* 


mm* 


Prom  the  LONDON-GAZETTE,  April  4,  2797. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  4,  1797. 

ExtraS  of  a  Litter  from  Rear*  Admiral  Pringle,  'Commander  in  Chief  ef 
Ins  Majejty's  Ships  and  Veffels  at9 the  Cafe  of  Good  Hope,  to  Mr.  tie- 
.<   fean,  dated  at  that  Settlement,  on  the  \$tbof  January  lq£. 

ON  the  31ft  ult.  his  Majefty's  (hips  Jupiter  and  Sceptre  returned 
here  from  their  cruife  off  the  Mauritius,  having  captured  three  fmall 
veffels,  two  of  which  they  deftroyed ;  the  third,  a  brig,  arrived  the 
lath  inftant.  Captain  Lofack  left  that  ftation  on  the  45th  of  Novem- 
ber, having  preVioufly  detached  the  Crefcent,  Braave,' and  Sphyiix,  to 
look  into  Foul  Point  and  Augumne  Bay.  On  the  13  th  thefe  laft  {hips 
returned  to  this  place,  having  captured  five  veffels,  as  per  inclofed  lift, 
fencfalfo  destroyed  an  eftablifhment  of  the  enemy  at  Foul  Point  upon  the 
ifland  of  Madagafcar;  the  a r ticks  of  the  capitulation  of  which  I  no*' 
inclofe,  together  with  Captain  Spranger's  letter  to  me  upon  the  fubjeft. 


Inclofurei  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Pringle, 

vix* 

Crefcent,  Cape  of  Good  Hofef 
Sir,  fan.  14,   1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  in  purfuance  of  my  orders, 
1  proceeded  with  his  Majefty's  (hip  Braave  and  Sphynx  under  my  com- 
mand to  Foul  Point  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar;  and  having  landed 
the  marines  and  fmall  arms,  men  of  the^  fquadron,  and  fummoned  the 
-French  relident  to  furrender,  I  took  pqffeffion  of  the  fort  and  faftory 
in  behalf  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  remained  there  till  I  had  com- 
pleted the  demolition  of  the  eftablifhment,  agreeable  to  my  directions. 

The  French  had  a  confiderable  depot  of  arms  and  ammunition,  (lores 
and  merchandiie  for  trading  with  the  natives,  the  deftruclion  of  which 
muft  greatly  diftrefs  the  enemy,  as  the  ifland  of  Mauritius  draws  its 
principal  fupplics  of  provilions  from  this  fettlement. 
-  I  have  alio  the  honour  to  tranimit  you  the  capitulation  of  M.  .Raffe? 
;lin,  the  refldent,  whom  1  fent,  together  with  other  prisoners,  in  a  car- 
tel  to  the  jfle  of  France  ;  and  remain,  with  great  refpe&,  Sir,  &c. 
.    Rear-Admiral  Pringk.  J.  W.  SPRANGEEU 

fcV.  &c.  tsfc. 


Tranfla% 


(    45    ) 

^Tranjtaiidn  of  a  Letter' from  Monf.  Raffelin;  Reftdent  at  Foul Point,  to 
Captain  Spranger^  containing  the  Terms  for  the  Surrender  of  that  Settle* 
menu 

Sir, 

HAVING  been  fummoned  by  you  to  furrender  this  fettlement,  I  am 
to  acquaint  you,  that  the  fuperior  force  you  have  brought  againft  it  ren- 
ders all  refiftance  on  my  part  ufelefs:  1  have  therefore  todefire  before 
I  lower  the  French  colours,  that  you  will  caule  a  few  guns,  un(hottedt 
to  be  fired  at  the  place,  which  I  will  anfwer  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
then  the  three-coloured  flagfhall  be  hauled  down  j  but  I  mult  repeat  my 
defire  that  no  fhot  may  be  fired  by  you,  left  any  miichief  or  alarm 
fhould  be  occafioned  to  the  natives. 

Foul  Point,  I/land  of  Madagafcar,    12th  Fri-  RASSELIN,    * 

maire,  Fifth  Tear  of  the  French  Republic. 

Thefe  articles,  propofed  by  Monf.  Raflelin,  agent  for  the  republic  of 
France  at  Foul  Point,  Ifland  of  Madagafcar,  are  agreed  to  by*- , 

J.  VV.  SPRANGER, 
Captain  of  his  Majcfty's  Ship  Crcfcent,   and 
fenior  Officer  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  at  Foul 
Point. 
Witnefs,  D.  Walker. 

Lift  of  the  Enemy9 s  Ships  and  Vefjels  captured  hy  the  Squadron   under  the 
Orders  of  Captain  Spranger^  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  Crejcentf  viz. 

Ship  La  Reunion,  320  tons,  in  ballaft,  bound  from  the  Ifle  de  Bour* 

bon  to  Foul  Point. 
Ship  Le  Navigateur,  300  tons,  in  ballaft,  bound  from  the  Ifle  de  France 

to  Foul  Point. 
Brig  La  Diane,  80  tons,  cargo  of  (laves,  pepper,  fair,  &c.  bound  from 

Mofambique  to  the  Ifle  de  France. 
Cutter  L'Euphraiie,  46  tons,  in  ballaft,  bound  from  Foul  Point  to  the 

Ifle  de  France. 
Lug-boat  Le  Tigre,  18  tons,  cargo  of  flaves,  bound  from  QuiToa  to. 

Foul  Point. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  April  8,  1797. 
Downing  Street,  April 8,  1797. 

>  • 

A  DISPATCH,  of  which  the  following  is  an  Extract,  has  been  ro» 
ceived  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville,  his  Maj-fty's  principal  Necre* 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  from  Colonel  Graham,  dated  Head* 
quarters  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Archduke  Charles,  at  Vippach, 
March  20,  1797* 

IN  my  laft  difpatch  from. Udine,  of  the  14th  inftant,  I  had  the  ho- 

{tour  of  informing  your  Lordftiip  that  the  Archduke's  head-qu.irtert 

vfere  juft  going  to  be  moved  forward  to  Paperiano,  near  Codroipo,  in 

•onfequence  of  a  report  of  the  French  arm,  being  inmoJbn  towards  the 

•  Piar^ 


(    4*    ) 

fiave;  Thift  intelligence  was  foon  after  confirmed,  with  the  additional 
account  of  General  Maflena's  having  penetrated  by  Feltri  into  the  upper 
valley  of  the  Piave,  and  defeated  General  Lufignan  near  Bellerno ;  but 
it  was  (till  doubtful  whether  their  principal  corps  was  advancing  towards 
the  Tagliamento,  merely  to  cover  General  MafTena^s  column,  or  to 
undertake  offenfive  operations.  On  the  1 5th,  General  Hohenlollern* 
*ho  had  been  lett  with  a  detachment  on  the  Piave,  retired  behind  the 
Tagliamento,  where  the  Imperial  army  was  rantoned.  On  the  i6th| 
about  ten  A*  M.  the  enemy  advanced  by  the  high  road  of  Valvafone, 
and  puflied  fome  fmall  parties  of  cavalry  and  infantry  acrofs  the  river* 
which,  from  the  extraordinary  drought  of  the  feafon,  was  every  where 
fordable  ;  but  thele  were  driven  back  with  fome  lofs.  A  diftant  cannon- 
ade was  then  kept  up  during  the  reft  of  the  day,  till  four  P.  M.  when 
the  enemy  having  formed  a  very  ftrong  column  of  demi-brigade  in 
front,  intermixed  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  advanced  rapidly,  and 
crofted  the  river  near  the  upper  end  of  the  extenfive  and  open  plain, 
occuped  by  twelve  weak  fquadrons.  His  Royal  Highnefs's  perfonal 
exertions  could  not  prevent  thefe  from  yielding  to  fuch  fuperior  force. 
After  this  fuccefsful  attack  by  the  enefmy's  left,  the  right  wing  crofled 
the  river  without  oppofition ;  but  the  progrefs  of  their  numerous  ca- 
valry was  checked  by  the  fteady  behaviour  of  the  regiment  of  Puis, 
pofted  at  the  end  of  the  plain  next  to  Codroipo. 

The  reft  of  the  infantry  was  under  arms  further  back,  near  their 
cantonments,  and  was  not  engaged.  On  feeing  the  enemy's  force, 
which  both  in  cavalry  and  infantry  was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
Imperial  army,  the  Archduke  ordered  a  retreat  after  fun-fet.  The 
head-quarters  were  that  night  at  Ontagnaul,  and  were  removed  on  the 
17th  to  Vifco,  behind  Palma,  which,  not  being  in  a  ftate  of  defence^ 
was  evacuated  on  the  18th,  and  the  head-quarters  removed  to  Gorice. 

On  the  19th  the  enemy  advanced  towards  the  lionzo,  in  two  columns* 
above  and  below  Gradifka,  which  ferved  as  a  ttte  du  pant  over  that  river* 
Their  left  was  repulfed  in  an  attempt  to  ftorm  Gradifka,  but  their  right 
found  little  difficulty  in  eroding  the  river  near  CafTegliano,  though  in 
ordinary  fealons  it  is  fcarce  any  where  fordable;  and  as  they  might 
there  turn  the  left  of  the  pofition  at  Gorice,  it  became  neceflary  to 
abandon  it. 

The  head-quarters  came  here  this  morning. 


Admiralty  Office,  April  8,    1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  Bart.  Commander  in 
Chief  of  bis  Maje/iy's  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  Plymouth,  to  Evan  Nepean% 
Efq.  dated  March  3  1,    1797. 

Sir, 

ENCLOSED  I  fend,  for  the  information  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lordl 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  j  11ft  received  from  Lieutenant 
Elliot,  commander  of  the  Plymouth  armed  lugger,  of  whofe  great  acti- 
vity and  fuccefsful  exertions  I  hope  their  Lordfhips  will  approve.         4 

I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

J.  ORDE. 

> 

Si*i 


'(    47    ) 

Sir,  Plymouth  Lugger i  March  31 ,  *797» 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,,  that,  on  the  29th,  after,  a 
chaie  of  eight  hours,  and  exchanging  a  few  (hot,  I  captured  (the  Cafltet 
Kght  bearing  &.  by  N.  diftant  three  leagues)  L'Amitie,  a  French  priva* 
tcerof  14  guns  (fix  of  which  they  had  thrown  overboard)  and  55  men, 
belonging  to  St.  Malo,  but  laft  from  Refcof,  from  which  port  they  had 
^een  but  three  days  ;  during  that  time  they  had  made  no  capture ;  (he 
is  fchooner-rigged,  fails  faft,  and  about  60  or  70  tons  burden. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c  &c. 

Sir  John  Orde^  Bart.  ROB.   EU-IOT, 

Admiralty  Office,  April  %   1797*  ' 

> 
JgxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Ora\  Bart*  Commander  in  Chief  of 

bis  Mate  fly's  Shift  and  Vejfels  at  Plymouth,    to  Evan  Nepean,  Mfaf 

dated  April  3,1797. 

1 

HEREWITH  I  tranfmit  an  extract  of  a  letter  which  T  have  received 
from  Captain  Seymour,  of  the  Spitfire,  acquainting  me  of  his  having 
brought  in  here  a  (mall  French  privateer  called  the  Buns  Amis,  of  fix 
guns  and  32  men,  w^ich  he  captured  off  the  Eddiftone, 

JZxtraft  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Seymour,  commanding  his  Mdjejty's  Shop 
Spitfire,  to  Sir  John  Orde%  Bart,  dated  April  2,   1797. 

THE  Spitfire  has  this  moment  captured,  after  a  five  hours  chafe* 
%jt  Bons  Amis,  late  Friends  Endeavour,  of  Fowey,  French  privateer 
cutjer^of  fix  guns  and.  32  rpen,out  three  day 9 ;  had  not  made  a  capture. 


Admiralty  Office,  ApritZ,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Sharp,  commanding  the  Dover  hired  Cut- 
ter, in  his  Majejly's  Service,  to  Mr.  Ncpean,  dated  Falmouth,  April 

3>  *797* 

Si*, 
I  AM  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commif* 
fi  oners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I  have  captured,  in  his  Majefty's  hired 
armed  cutter  Dover,  under  my  command,  three  leagues  E.  by  S.  off  the 
Lizard,  Le  Prends  Garde  a  Loup,  French  cutter  privateer,  carrying  two 
three  pounders,  betides  fwivels,  with  28  men,  out  four  days  from  Rot? 
coufe,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Yqur.  nioft  obedient  humble  fervanr, 

WILLIAM  SHARP. 


AdmiraMtm 


(    4»>) 

Admiralty  Office,  April  8,  1797; 

x  '  ■  ■ 

ExtraB  of  01  Letter  from  Vice-  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Ret.  Cm** 

mander  in  Chief  of  bis  Majefty's  Ships  and  Vejptls  at  and  about  Jamaica, 


$0  JLvan  \tpean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  the  %ueen^  Cape  Nicola  Mdt, 
February,  s,    1797. 

SINCE  my  letter  of  the  i»th  of  January,  five  national  ve4e1s  be- 
longing to  the  French  republic  have  been  captured  by  bi§  Majeftjr*! 
fhips  under  my  conunand,  viz.  one  of  fix  guns  and  46  men,  by  tfe 
Canada ;  three  by  the  Magicienne ;  one  of  24  guns  called  the  Brum, 
which  had  done  great  mifchief  to  our  trade,  and  two  others  of  10  gam 
each  ;  but  not  having  received  official  report  from  Captain  Rk&etts,  art 
notyet  informed  of  the  particulars.    The  prizes  are  arrived  at  Jamaica. 

The  Swallow  brig  has  alfo  captured  a  fmall  fchooner  privateer  (arm* 
ed  withlwivels  only,  and  16  men),  on  her  way  from  Providence  to  thb 

From  Ac  LONDON  GAZETTE>  April  1 v  1797. 

Admiralty  OJkef  April  li,-  ijqj. 

MsttraB  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  George  Fowlte,  Commander  of  bis  tfo* 
jeft/$  Sloop  Swallow,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.  dated  a$  Naffaa  Harbour, 
the  i^th  of  February,  1707.  *"  '*" 

I  ARRIVED  here  on  the  29th  of  January,  having,  to  tpf  way^p 
from  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  captured  La  Molinette,  a  fmall  ■  French  #rw|* 
leer,  carrying  two  fwivels  only,  with  18  men;  had  14  rnet|  on  poafd 
when  taken,  tour  having  been  put  on  board  an  American  fchooner  they 
had  captured  the  day  before.  She  had  left  Gonaives  fix  days  before  I 
fell  in  with  her  on  the  27th  of  January,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting 
American  veflels  bound  to  and  from  the  Britifl*  ports. 


•^f^*"^ 


Admiralty  Office,  April  11,  iff) J* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  James  Cornwallis,  Commander  of  Ins 
Majcfty's  Ship*  Shcernefs,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa*  dated  at  Sea,  ipbef 
January,    1797. 


k 


ON  the  8th  of  January,  in  latitude  37  deg.  33  pin.  North, 
tude  1.5  deg..  16  min.  Well,  we  difcovered  at  day- light,  a  flrange  brig£ 
little  to  windward  of  the  convoy.  1  permitted  the  Zephyr  to  chafe  far, 
and,  from  Captain  Laurie's  good  management,  J  have  ttie  pleafureto 
acquaint  their  Lord  (hips  he  took  pofleffion,  of  and  brought  her  into  the 
convoy  next  n>orning,  I  have  incloied  a  copy  of  Captain  Laurie's  let- 
ter, giving  me  an  account  of  the  capture.  The  prisoners,  all  but  nine* 
teen,  I  have  d.ftiibuted  among  the  merchantmen  of  the  convoy,  not 
thinking  it  prudent  for  them  to  remain  on  board  the  Zephyr.  I  have 
directed  her  to  proceed  with  Captain  Laurie  to  Barbadoe?, 


*** 


Sitf  Zephyr,  at  Sea,  Jan.  .9,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  at  half  pail  ten  toft  night 
I  came  up  with  and  captured  Le  Rcflcche  privateer,  of  12  guns,  fix  and 
four  pounders,  pierced  for  fourteen,  and  67  men,  commanded  by  one 
Pierre  Souftra,  lieutenant  de  vauTeau,  thirty-three  days  from  Bay <>nne; 
has  only  taken  the  (hip  John  and  Thomas,  James  Johnfton  maikr,  of 
Pcterfburgh ;  Virginia,  from  London,  bound  to  Madeira  and  Bengal* 
She  is  faid  to  &il  well,  and  is  quite  new,  this  being  her  fir  ft  cruife  ;  is 
victualled  and  watered  for  two  months,  and  completely  equipped. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  &c.  &c 
i  James  Cornwall!*,  Efq.  ROB.  LAURIE. 

CsV>  &c  tsfc. 


Admiralty  Office,  April  11,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-Admiral  Kingfmill,   Commander  in  Chief  oft 
his  Majeftys  Ships  and  Veffels  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Nepean,,  E/q*  dated  on 
hoard  his  Majeftf  s  Ship  Polyphemus,  Cork  Harbour,  April  3,  1797* 

1      Sir,  '  / 

* 

PLEASE  to  acquaint  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that,* 
on  intelligence  brought  me  of  a  cruifer  of  the  enemy's  having  been  feen 
off  the  Skel locks,  1  immediately  difpatched  Captain  Ruddach,  in  the 
Hazard,  on  the  28th  ult.  to  fcour  that  coaft  ;  and  on  the  ill  inftant  he 
fortunately  fell  in  with  and  captured  Le  Hardi  brig  privateer,  of  18 
guns  and  130  men,  from  Breft,  a  remarkable*  fall  failing  veflel,  with- 
whieh  he  has  juft  returned  here.  Enclofed  is  his  letter  to  me  on  the 
fubjedL  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

R.  KINGSMILL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Alexander  Ruddach,  E/q*  Commander  of  bis  Ma*, 
jefy's  Sloop  Hazard,  to  Vice*  Admiral  Kingfmill,  dated  April  2,   1797* 

Sir, 

,  I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that,  in  following  your  orders, 
we  yefterday  (clofe  to  the  Skellocks)  captured  a  very  fine  coppered 
French  brig,  Le  Hardi,  of  18  nine- pounders  and  130  men,  after  a 
chafe  of  feven  hours.  She  then  carried  away  both  topmafts :  it  was 
otherwife  very  doubtful  whether  we  fhould  have  comt  up  with  her.  I 
understand  (he  was  built  at  Cowes,  about  two  years  ago,  for  the  Spani- 
ards. She  left  Breft  the  17th  of  March,  was  loop  after  chafed  by  two, 
frigates,  but  efcaped  after  many  of  their  (hot  .went  through  her  fails,' 
and  one  (truck  her  hull.  She  has  only  made  one  prize,  a  Portuguese 
of  little  value*  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

ALEX.  RUDDACH. 


*.v©*-yL 


..  ■-       .f 

■ 

.....     1    . 


Ttm  **  UWDPN  GASSTTfc  April  jj,  ?797. 

BY  accounts  received  from  Colonel  Graham,  dated  at  the  tued-qoac* 
ters  of  the  Archduke  Charles,  at  Clagenfurt,  March  *7th,  it  appears, 
that  on 'the  atd,  an  engagement  had  taken  place  at  Tervis,  between  tha 
French,  under  General  Maflena,  and  four  battalions  of  Auftrians,  com* 
manded  by  Major-General  Gontreuil.  The  numbers  of  the  French  sie 
faid  to  Jiave  been  from  it  to  i  j,ooo  men. 

The  Archduke  Charles  having  travelled  poft  from  Leybach,  amvpd 
at  Tarvis  during  the  affair,  and  immediately  mounting  a  prisoner's  boric, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  eaeeuraged  the  troops  by  his  example, 
difplaytng  the  moil  fignal  proofs  of  perfonal  bravery  and  exertion.  la 
the  afternoon,  the  great  Superiority  of  the  enemy's  numbers  prevailed. 

gsneral  Gontreuil  and  Count  Wratiflaw,  his  Royal  Highnefs's  firft  aid- 
-camp,  were  fevcrely  wounded,  and  the  lofs  of  men  was  eonfideraUe* 
By  accounts  from  Vienna,  dated  April  i,  it  appears,  that  letters  of 
the  30th  uit.  had  been  received  there  from  Clagenfurt,  where  the  head* 
quarters  of  the  Archduke  Charles  {till  were  on  that  day.   Nothing  had 
happened  in  thai  quarter  fincejthe  affajf  of  Tarvis, 


Admbaky  Office*  April  15,  1797. 

■ 

9*t**&  if*  UU<tfp*m  CoMai*  White*  of  bis  tfajfjl/s  Ship  th*  Ft/fat,  <# 
$VO*  NtptaMf  Efo  daud  Wbitebootb  Roads,  April  jif   170,7. 

I  fiAYE  the  honour  to  requeft  you  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  t&f 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  of  my  return  this  day  to  the 
Humbcr,  having  brought  in  with  me  the  Voltigeur  French  privateer 
fthooner  (formerly  the  Vengeur  lugger),  which  I  captured  yefterday 
morning,  Flamborough  Head  bearing  about  W.  by  S.  feven  leagues ; 
(he  mounts  eight  three-pounders,  and  as  many  fwivels,  and  had  forty 
men  when  (he  left  Calais  about  twelve  days  fince,  fourteen  of  whom  ihe 
Ipd  put  on  board  a  brig  and  two  (loops,  which  (he  had  taken  on  the  ad 
and  3d  inftant,  between  St.  Abb's  Head  and  Flamborough* 


■i  j*  1       in 


Admiralty  Qfce,  April  rj,  1 J97. 

toft  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Sir  John  Qrde,  Bart,  commanding 
Officer  of  bis  Majefiy's  Ships  and*  Fejfels  at  Pbfm9utb%  to  Ejvan  Repeat, 
Efa.  dated  the  \%tb  of  Apri^  1797. 

Sia, 
ENCLOSED  I  fend  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commif- 
fioners of  the  Admiralty,  an  extract  of  a  letter,  which  I  have  received 
from  Captain  Boyle,  Commander  of  his  Majefty's  (loop  Kangaroo,  who 
I  had  fent  out  to  look  after  a  brig  laden  with  provifions,  that  had  fepa- 
rated  from  his  convoy  in  their  way  from  Ireland,  acquainting  me  with 
capture  of  La  Sophie,  French  cutter  privateer,  of  fourteen  four* 
*  ;rs  and  forty  men* 

E*#*6 


(    $«   ) 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  front  Captain  Boyk,  Commander  of bis  Majejl/s  Sloop 
Kangaroo^  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  Bart,  dated  in  Mount's  Bay, 
the  lOtb  of  April\  1)97. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  hi  confeqtMnce  of  /our  or- 
ders of  the  8th  inftant  to  proceed  to  fea,  on  the  9th,  at  eight  P.jyi.  the 
Lizard  bearing  N.  W.  two  league*,  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  Sophie, 
French  cutter  privateer,  pierced  for  fourteen  four-pomders  (eight  of 
which  tin  hove  dterboard),  and  having  forty  men.  She  failed  from 
Havre  de  Grace  on  the  7th  inftant,  being  her  firH  cruife,  and  had 
paade  no  captures. 

from  the  LONOON  GAZETTE,  AprU  f  J,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  t$,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Peyton^  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  Majeft/s 
Ships  and  Fejels-in  the  Downs,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.  dated  the  2$d  of 
-JtyriK   1797. 

BE  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lord  (hips,  that  I  HaV6  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Lloyd,  of  his  Majefty's.floop  Racoon,  acquainting  me,  that  at 
one  A.  M.  on  the  20th  inftant,  Fairlight  bearing  N.  N.  £.  diftance  about 
five  or  fix  leagues,  he  gave  chafe  to  abutter,  and  at  three  came  up  with 
and  captured  Les  Amis  French  privajteer,  mounting  two  carriage  guril, 
foutf-pounderi,  fix  fwiveis,  and  manned  with"  thrrtv-dne  nrten,  which 
left  Boulogne  the  preceding  evening  at  feven,  and  haa  ohrv  captured  one 
veflel,  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  retake,  the  Good  Intent,  James 
Morihajlmafter,  in.  ballalt,  bound  and  belonging  to  Sunderland. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

JOS.  PEYTON* 


Copf  of  a  Lifter  from  Jtear+Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  Bart,  commanding 
Office*  of  bis  Majejf/s  Ships  and  Fiffeh  at  Plymouth,  to  Evan  Nepean, 
Mfa.  dated  the  a  ifi  of  April*  1 797. 

Sir,  

ENCI  OSED  i  tranfmit  a  letter  from  Capt.  Wittman,  commander  of 
hU  Majcfty's  Hoop  SufBlante,  acquainting  me  of  his  having  captured  La 
jVrtit  Helena,  French  lugger  privateer,  of  two  gups  and  thirty-three 
men,  which  he  has  brought  into  this  port. 

I  am,  Sir.  &c.  &c  l    - 

J.  QttE. 

Sir,   .  La  Suffifante,  at  Sea,  April  %\,  1797.. . 

.  .  J  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that,  with  his  Majefty's  floop  under 
my  command,  I  this  day  chafed  and  captured  La  Petit  Helena,  French 
lugger  privateer,  of  two  guns  and  thirty-three  men,  belonging  to  Brett, 
but  laft  from  the  lflc  de  Bade,  and  has  not  taken  ariy  thing. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c  &c. 
Sir  John  Or  Je,  Ban.  J.  WITTMAN* 

G  * 


(  $*  ) 

*  N      '    '  Admiralty  Office,  April  *t>%  1797. 

*Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervisx  K.  B.  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majef/s  Shits  and  VcJJeU  in  the  River  Togas,  to  Evan  Ne* 
peon,  fi  fa.  dated  the  ^ijf  of  March,   1797.    . 

I  HEREWI TH  enclofe  you  a  letter  which  I  have  this  moment  re* 
ceivedfrom  Captain  Digby,  of  his  Majeft y's  ftiip  the  Aurora. 

His  Majeftv's  Ship  Aurora,  at  Sea,. 
SiRf  March  M),  1797. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you,  that  the  French  privateer  Neptune  was,  on 
the  27th  inftant,  captured  by  the  Aurora  after  a  chafe  of  eight  noun, 
38  leagues,  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  Finifterre.  She  has  been  out  34 
days  from  Nantes,  and  had  taken  the  veflels  named  in  the  margin*  ;  is 
pierced  for  16  guns,  fix  of  which  were  thrown  overboard  during  the 
chafe,  and  had  on  board  90  men- when  fhe  left  Nantes. 
-  I  am,  Sir, 

-  %         Your  moil  obedient  humble  Servant, 
1  (Signed)  .     H.  DIGBY. 

Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 
..     •         -fcV.  &c.  &c 


Admiralty  Office,  April  2  5,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  AT.  B.  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majtjh'i.  Ships  andVeffels  in  the  River  Tagus,  to  EvanNepean% 
Efq.  dated  March  31,   1 797- 

1  ENCLOSE,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Bligh,  of  his  Majefty's  (loop  the  King's 
Fifher,  relating  the  particulars  of  his  capturing  Le  General,  French  pri- 
vateer, after  a  fhert  refiftance. 

Sit?,  King's  Fijhcr,  Tagus,  March  30,   1797* 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  ycfterday  morning,  Oporlo  bear* 

.ing  E.  N.  E.  diftant  16  leagues,  we  difcovered  a  brig  to  the  weftward, 

{landing  towards  us.     At  nine  A.  M.  we  perceived  fhe  had  tacked,  on 

which  1  made  fail  in  chafe,  and  at  a  quarter  .before  four  P.  M.  came 

up  with  her;  when,    after  exchanging  two  or  three   broadfides,   fhe 

ftnick,  and  proved  to  be  Le  General,  privateer,  of  Bourdeaux,  pierced 

for  vi8  guns,'  but  mounting   14,  four  and  three  pounders,  and  manned 

J.vith  104  men,  one  of  whom  was  killed,  and  three  wounded.     We  had 

not  a 'man  hurt.     She  had  been  out  fifteen  days,  and  had  taken  an  Eng- 

lifli  brig,  from  Faro,  bound  to  Falmouth. 

-L$  .General  is  exceedingly  well  equipped,  and  is  faidto  be  a  faft-failing 
vcfleli"  but  had  loft  her  fore  top-gailant  maft  and  bowfprit  in  the  late 
gafeSf  ;and:was  fleering  for  Vigo  to  repair  her  damages. 

.     ■ '  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BLIGH, 

Admiral  Sfr^John  Jervis,  K*  B» 
feVt;  &c.  (sfc. 

\  l.a  San'.iffyua  RjtTa;  the  Swift  brig,  of  Plymouth;  a  Spanifh  brig,  prize  to  the 
'ilia  ;  a-brtg  fr-on* Live rpool,  that  had  been  ranfomed  for  Jjoch  having  her  mate  on 
"  as  hofiage. 

^  Admi* 


'(    $3  -) 

Admiralty  Office,  April  25,  1797. 
.■.'■•-•'  •  .   •  ... 

ExtraR  rf  d  Letter  from  the  Hon*  William  Waldegraye,  Plce-Admind 
of  the  Blue,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  on  hoard  bis'  majefly's  blip  Flora, 
at  Spitkead,  the  24th  of  April,  1797.  - 

I  BEG  that  you  will  pleafe  to  inform  the- Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
Admiralty  that  I  failed  from  Lifbon,  with  my  flag  on  board  his  MajeftyT* 
Hup  Flora,  Captain  Middteton  commander,  on  the  3d  of  this  month, 
and  arrived  this  day  at  Spithead,  in  company  with  the  Pearl  frigate.  1 
On  the  12th  inftant  I  fell  in  with  the  above  frigate*,  lat.  43  deg.  48 
min.  north;  long.  13  deg.  11  min.  weft,  (lie  being  then  in  chafe  of  a 
French  privateef;  we  inftantly  joined  in  the  chale,  which  compelled 
the  enemy  to  haul  her  wind,  notwithftanding  which,  it  was  not  until 
the  13th,  at  three  quarters  pad  eleven  P.  M.  that  we  found  ourfelves 

"clofe  alongfide  of  her,  and  even  this  owing  to  the  privateer's  being  be- 
calmed, and  our  carrying  the  breeze  up  with  us.  On  the  firft  broad- 
fide  (he  (truck.  She  is  called  L'lncroyable,  mounts  24  guns  on  her 
main-deck,  and  had  on  board  2to  men.  She  belonged  to  Bourdeaux* 
and  failed  from  that  port  on  the  2d  inftant.  She  fortunately  had  made 
no  capture,  though  reputed  to  be  the  fafteft  failing  veflel  from  Franpcw 

•  1  am  informed  by  Captain  Ballard  that  he  had  -been  in  chafe  of  her 
from  the  morning  of  the  1  ith.'  -  * 


•\ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  April  29,  1797. 
Downing  Street,  April  29,  1797.' 

_  t 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  received 
wfrom  Colonel  Craufurd,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville,  his  Majefty's 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  foreign  department. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  General  Hoche 
<hasgiven  notice  to  General  Werneck,  that  the  atmiftice  which  had  been 
arranged  for  the  Lower  Rhine,  will  expire  this  day. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  CRAUFURD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville,  fer. 


Downing  Street,  April  29,  1797* 

BY  difpatches  from  Colonel  Graham,  dated  at  the  head- quarters  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Archduke  Qbarles,  at  Vorderenberj/,  the  8th 
inftant,  it  appears  that  no  general  a&ion  had  taken  place  lince  the  date 
of  his  laffc  difpatches  j  and  that  General  Buonaparte's  head-quarters  were 
then  at  Bruck. 


Fkuiul  a 


<  s*  >, 

Vienna,  April  \  I. 

AN  armiftiee  for  fix  days  has  been  agreed  between  the  Archduke 
Charles  and  General  Buonaparte,  which  will  expire  on  the  X  Jth  iaft,  . 


Vienna,  April  rx. 

ACCOUNTS  from  the  Tyrol  jftate,  that  Baron  de  Laud  ah  n  hail* 
gained  ieveral  confiderable  advantages  over  the,  enemy.  .On  the  4th  |je 
bad  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Botzeo,  and  on  (he  fta  he  had  advanced 
as  far  as  Deutchen  an  4  Branrof. 

Th€  en*my  abandoned  Millervald,  Oberau,  Uaterau«  and  fetfireto 
the  two  bridges  between  Oberau  and  Anpozzo*  in  the  night  of  die  410, 
and  retired  precipitately  to  Puiterhal.  General  Laudon  had  in  the  mean 
time  taken  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  and  had  forced  them  to  abandon  the 

Softs  of  Claufer  and  iiteben  ;  they  were  alfo  driven  from  Brixen,  and 
aron  Kerpen  had  advanced  the  whole  of  his  line,  and  had  effected  a 
junction,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Brixen. 

The  enemy  left  behind  them  a  considerable  quantity  of  provifioos 
CUd  ammunition. 

The  people  of  the  Tyrol  are  rifing  in  a  mats,  and  the  commotions  m 
the  Venetian  flates  threaten  the  French  in  the  rear.    . 

Prince  Efterhazy  is  advancing  through  Croatia  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  Hungarians., 


Admiralty  Office,  April  29,   1 797. 

Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knt.  Commander, 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  Jamaica,  to  Evan  hefean^ 
Ejq.  dated  the  yth  of  March,   1797. 

ENCLOSED  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  a  lift  of  fuch  armed  vet 
fels  as  have  been  captured  or  deftroyed  fince  my  lait. 

A  Lift  of  Prizes  captured  hy  his  Majejh's  Ship  La  Magicienne,  during  hit 

laft  Cruifc. 

La  Fortune,  of  8  guns,  74  men. 

Le  Poiflon  Volant,  of     12  guns,  80  men...  .«.-  .   . 

Le  PoifTon  Volant,  of       5  guns,   co  men. 
Spanifh  Cutter,  of  6  guns,  formerly  called  the  Baw* 

vaes,  laden  with  olives  and  dry  goods. 

By  the  Diligence. 
La  Fogoufe,  of  6  guns,  57  men. 

One  privateer  fchooner,  deftroyed  by  the  boa's  of  the  fquadron,  lin* 
der  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Spread;  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Queen, 
who  retook  an  American  brig  Hie  had  captured  in  our  fight,  to  recover 
v/hkh  the  boats  were  fe»t  in  chafe. 

H.  PARKER. 


Admi* 


<    51    ) 

Admiralty  Office,  April  iq,  1797. 

$tfr*8  of  *  Utter  from  Mr.  milium  Arnold,  Colleger  of  his  Majefj's 
Guftom  At  Covjts,  to  Evan  Nepean,  E/q.  dated  April  *y9  1797. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  .you,  that  a  French  privateer,  the 
Daphne,  of  Cherbourg,  Bar  Corpa  mailer,  of  the  burden  of  33  tons, 
with  a  5  men,  two  carriage  gunt  and  two  fwiveis,  has  beeq  taken  and 
brought  in  here  yefterday  by  the  Nancy  cutter,  a  fmall  revenue  cruifer 
belonging  to  this  port,  Robert  Willis  commander,  3s  tons  admealurt- 
ment,  with  10  men  and  one  fwivel  gun  only. 

The  privateer  is  marked  on  the  ftern,  Vigilant,  of  Gnernfey,  a  de- 
ception often  made  ufe  of,  I  am  informed,  to  decoy  Engl  till  trading  vef- 
feft  within  reach  of  the  guns  of  the  enemy's  cruifers. 


m* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  May  2,  1797. 

Jbowuzg-ftrttt,  May  %,  1797. 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extraft,  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Colonel  Craufiird,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenvillc,  his 
Majefty's  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  Franck- 
fart>  April  19,  1797. 

44  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  Gerieral  Hoche 
yefterday  attacked,  with  very  fuperior  numbers,  and  defeated  an 
Auftrian  corps,  commanded  by  Genera)  Kray,  which  formed  a  part  of 
the  army  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  under  the  orders  of  General  Wernecfc, 
and  was  Rationed  at  Thurdorf,  on  the  road  leading  from  Neuwied  to 
Hackenburg.  In  confequence  of  that  circumflance,  General  Werneck, 
who  was  with  the  principal  part  of  his  army  near  Crobach,  between 
Hackenburg  and  Alteakirchen,  has  determined  to  retreat," 


» 


.     Vienna,  April  15,  1797. 

ACCOUNTS  have  been  received  this  day  of  the  enemy  having  been 
obliged  to  abandon  the  town  and  port  of  Fiume,  with  considerable  lofs, 
on  the  10th  infant. 


Vienna  April  16,  1797. 

ACCOUNTS  were  received  here  this  day,  from  Major-General 
Baron  Laudohn,  dated  at  Trent  the  12th  inftant,  dating,  that  he  had 
driven  the  enemy  from  Roveredo,  Torbole,  and  Riva,  and  had  occupied 
thole  places*  On  this  occafion  he  took  from  the  enemy  feveral  maga- 
zines r among  which  was  one  of  powder),  1%  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
^ooprubaers* 


F\wi*% 


(    J*    ) 

Vienna,  April  17,  1797.      v 

THE  preparations  for  defence  are  continuing  here  with  uncommon 
vigour.  An  intreuched  camp  is  forming  on  the  Wienerberg,  on  the 
Italian  road,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  lines ;  add  the  works  are  con- 
tinuing quite  round  the  town.  The  firft  division  of  the  troops  from  the 
Rhine,  accompanied  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  is  already  arrived,  as  is 
a  part  of  Monf.  de  Seckendort '-9  corps. 

This  morning  the  numerous  corps  of  volunteers  of  the  town  were 
aflembled  00  the  glacis,  -  aud  afterwards  marched  to  -  the  circumjacent 
villages,  where  they  will  be  Rationed.  Their  regularity  and  good 
conduct  do  them  infinite  honotfr,  and  the  happieft  fpirit  of  loyalty  is 
manifeftcd  by  all  ciaHes  here.         *  +  . 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  May  6,  1797.. 

Admiralty  Office,  May  6,    ^97. 

ExtraS  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Durham,  Commander  of  his  Majefyi 
Ship  Anfon,  to  Evan  Nepcan,Efq*  dated  in  Caw/and  Bay,  May  4, 
1797.  -'  '■ 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com* 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  in  confequence'of  orders  from  Com- 
modore Sir  John  Warren,  Bart.  I  have  this  momertf  anchored  with  his 
Majefty's  fliip  under  my  command,  and  have  further  to  inform  you, 
that  I  yefterday  afternoon  retook,  off  the  Lizard,  the  Belle  Ifle,  of  Mary- 
port,  which  veflel  had  been  captured  a  few  days  ago,  off  Waterford,  by 
the  Buillione  French  privateer,  of  14  guns. 


Admiralty  Office,  May  6,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear' Admiral  Sir  John ,  Ordry  Bart,  command' 
i?ig  Officer  of  his  Majcfiys  Ships  and  Vcffiels  at  Plymouth,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Eftj*  dated  May  3,   1 797. 

Sir, 

ENCLOSED  I  tranftnit  a  letter  from  Captain  Seymour,  comtnaaita, 
of  his  Majefty's  floop  Spitfire,  acquainting  me  of  his  having  ,  captured 
L'Aimable  Manette,  French  brig  privateer,  of  14.  guns  and  69  men, 
which  he  has  brought  into  this  port ;  Ihe  appears  a  beautiful  veflel,  is 
quite  new,  and  half  coppered. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c«  &c. 

J.  ORDB. 

-      •  . 

His  Majefiys  Sloop  Spitfire,  Plymouth  Sound, 
Sir,  Mays,   1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  the  Spitfire's  arrival  with. 
L'Aimable  Manette,  French  brig  privateer,  of  Nantes,  14  guns  and  69 
men,  out  thirteen  days ;  had  taken  nothing ;  captured,  after  a  chafe  or 
eight  hours,  on  the  ift  inftant. 

The 


/• 


The  evening  before  (he  was  taken  (fie  had  fought  ah  ontwftr&bAnfltf 
Englifti  yellow-fided  (hip,  carrying  16  nine-pounders,  which  had  kiltat 
and  wounded  fifteen  of  her  crew,  and  obliged  her  to  fheer  off. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c,  Jcc.  &c. 

Sir  J$b*  Orde,  Bart.  &c.  fie.  M.  SEYMOUR^ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  May  13,  1797* 

Admiralty  Office,  May  fj,  1 797. 

1 

E*tra8  of  a  Utter  from  Captain  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Sort,  of  t>x$ 
M*)*flf*  Ship  Indefatigable  to  Evan  Nepcan,  Efa.  dated  Falmouth) 
May  ao,  1797* 

ON  the  30th  of  April  laft  we  captured  the  French  brigaatine  priva* 
teer  Le  Bafquc,  of  eight  gum  and  fifty  men« 


Admiralty  Office,  May  13,  1797. 

E*tr*Zl  of  a  Letter  from  L.  W.  Halfted,  EJjj.  Captain  of  bis  Majefty's  Ship 
Pbamix,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.  dated  at  &eaf  May  18,   1797* 

BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lord(hips,  that  on  the  night  of  the  i$th 
Jnftanr,  at  ten  o'clock,  I  received  intelligence  of  a  French  privateer 
having  captured  a  brig,  clofe  to  the  S  ma  lit,  the  day  before ;  in  confe* 

Silence  of  which  I  failed  the  next  morning  in  fearch  of  her,  and  have 
ie  pleafure  to  fay  I  retook  the  brig,  and  (hortly  afterwards  took  the 
privateer  this  morning,  about  lix  or  feven  miles  from  the  Sal  tees,  near 
Waterford. 

The  privateer  is  a  fmall  lugger,  named  L'Efpeigle,  mounting  four 
carriage  guns,  with  thirty-fix  men. 


^•■^ 


Admiralty  Office,  May  93,  1797. 

£xtra&  of  a  Letter  from  Pke- Admiral  KintfmMy  Commander  of  bio 
Majrftfs  Ships  and  PeJJels  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated 
on  board  the  Polyphemus,  May  17,  1797. 

ON  the  nth  infant,  in  the  latitude  of.  42  de&  9  min.  longitude 
xx  <Jeg.  the  Cerberus  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  I  mnkerquoife  French 
ihip  privateer,  of  28.  guns  and  100  men,  as  will  be  fee*  by  Captain, 
Drew  s  letter  to  me,  which  accompanies  this. 

Siaf  Cerberus,  Cork  Harbour,  May  16,  Iffl* 

IN  conformity  to  your  orders,  1  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you, 
the  Newfoundland  and  Weft-India  trade  feparatcd  from  me  in  a  fair 
way  of  effecting  their  paflage ;  and  on  my  return  here  captured  La  Dun- 
kerquoife  French  private  ihip  of  war,  pierced  for  (8  nine  pounders,  and 

T  Voi«.  \l%  H  tar 


C  *t  ), 

W  complement  10b  tneri;  but  had  thrown  mdft  of  tier  guns  orerbo&d 

jhchaie.  ■     .  ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c  &c 

JOHN  DREW. 
J&i-JJmral  KUt^fmilly  fcV.  &c.  &c.  . 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  June  .6,  1797. 

Parliamenhjlreftt  June  6,  1797. 

A  DISPATCH,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  I133  be^n  received 
by  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dnhdas,  one  of  his  Majeffy's  principal 
fecretaries  of  (late,  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  K.  B.  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

His  Majefi/s  Ship  Pr trice  of  Walts% 
Sir,  ojf  Perto  Rico,  Maya,  1797* 

AFTER  the  reduction  of  Trinidad,  the  force  deflined  for  the  expe- 
dition againft  Porto  Rico  being  aflembled,  on  the  8th  of  April  the  fleet 
(ai  ed  from  Martinico,  and  arrived  at  St.  Kitt's  on  the  10th,  where  we 
waited  the  arrival  of  Captain  Wool  ley,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Arethufa, 
who  had  been  fert  to  Tortola  and  St.  Thomas  to  procure  pilots  and 
guides.  This  occasioned  the  delay  of  a  few  days. 
.  On  Mon 'ay  the  17th  we  made  the  ifland  of  Porto  Rico,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  off  Congiejos  Point.  The  whole  of  the  north  fide  of  this 
ifland  is  bounded  by  a  reef,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  a 
narrow  channel  was  difco\ered,  about  three  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  town,  through  which  his  Majefty's  (loops  the  Beaver  and  Fury, 
wiih  the  lighter  vcflels,  palled  into  a  imall  bay,  in  which  the  troops,  on 
the  next  morning,  were  difem  barked  with  little  oppofition  from  about  a 
hundred  of  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  in  the  bufhes  at  the  landing- 
place.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  the  troops  advanced,  and  took 
a  pofition  very  favourable  for  our  numbers,  with  our  right  to  the  fea, 
and  the  lefc  to  a  lagoon,  which  extends  far  into  the  country.  The  ar- 
tilleiy  w.is  brought  up  without  lofs  of  time,  and  every  preparation 
made  to  force  a  paflage  into  the  ifland  on  which  the  town  of  Porto  Rico 
is  (ituated.  It  is  neceflary  here  to  obierve,  that  as  the  Moro  Caftle 
completely  commands  the  paflage  into  the  harbour,  the  enemy  kept 
©pen  their  communication  with  the  fouthern  and  weflern  part  of  the 
iiland,  and  even  teazed  and  ha  raffed  our  left  flank  with  their  numerous 
gun-boats.  The  only  point,  therefore,  oh  which  we  could  attack  the 
town  was  on  the  eaftern  fide,  where  it  is  defended  by  the  caftle  and 
lines  of  St.  Chriftopher,  to  approach  which  it  was  neceflary  to  force 
our  way  over  the  lagoon,  which  forms  this  fide  of  the  ifland.  This 
paflage  was  ftrongly  defended  by  two  redoubts  and  gun-boats,  and  the 
enemy  had  deftroyed  tbe  bridge  which  connects,  in  the  narroweft  chan- 
nel, the  ifland  with  the  main  land.  After  every  effort  on  our  part,  we 
never  could  iuffkiently  filence  the  fire  of  the  enemy  {who  had  likewife 
entrenched  themielves  in  the  rear  of  thefe  redoubts),  to  hazard  forcing 
the  paflage  into  the  ifland  with  fo  Fmall  a  force;  and  this  indeed  would 
have  been  in  vain,  as  the  enemy  could  fqpport  a  fire  ten  times  more 

weiful  than  we  could  have  brought  agaiuft  them.    The  only  thing 

leit 


(    S9   ) 

left  was  to  eftdeaVdnr  ta  famibard  the  town  from  a  point  to  the  (both* 
Ward  of  it,  near  to  a  large  .opgazine,  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  Ttnj 
wa«  tried  for  feveral  days  without  any  great  effect,  on  account- of  the 
Pittance*  .... 

It  appearing,  therefore,  that  no  aft  of  vigour  on  our  part,  nor  thai 
any  combintd  operation  between  the  fea  and  -land  fervice  could  in  any 
manner  avail,  1  determined  to  withdraw,  and  to  re-embark  the  troops 
Which  was  done  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  April,  with  the  greattft 
order  and  regularity:.  ^  j 

All  our  artillery  and  ftores  were  brought  off,  except  fcven  iron  gunsk 
four  iron  mortars,  and  two  brat's  howitzers,  which  were  rendered  unfej* 
viceable,  it  being  impoffible  to  remove  them.  Not  a  lick  or  wounded 
foldier  was  left  behind,  and  nothing  of  any  value  fell- into  jfche  hands  of 
the  enemy.  ...  ...',. 

During  the  whole  of  our  operations  I  have  experienced  from  Adrqiraf 
Harvey  the  raoft  cordial  co-operatipn,  and  every  act  of  ,perfonal  kin4» 
Hefs.  At  my  requeft  he  landed  three  hundred  feamen,  under  Captains 
Toddy  and  Browne,  of  the  royal  navy,  to  whofe  exertions,  while  off 
fiiore,  we  are  under  the  greateit. obligations.  From  the  arrangement* 
of  the  Admiral  the  landing  and  re- embarkation  of  the  troops  were  coo* 
ducted  in  the  heft  order.  To  Captain  Renou,  of  the  royal  navy,  prtOf 
cipal  agent  of  the  tranfports,  I  deure  to  exprefc  the  fenfe  I  have  of  hit 
good  -conduct  upon  all  occafions.  .         .., 

>  1  beg  teate  to  aiTure  yon  that  the  behaviour  of  tfce  troops  has  bofco 
meritttfiotfs^  they  were  patient  under  labour,  regular  and  orderly  in 
their  conduct,  and  fpirited  when  an  opportunity  to  &c\*  it  occurred 
Allthtf  departments  of  the  army  exerted  themfeives  W  my  fatisfactiba. 
A  retn»  of-qpc&Ued  and  wounded  accompanied  this  difpatch.  ", 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c .,  . ..  -,  ;.  ^ 

RA.  ABERCRCJMBY. 

1 

P.  S.  I  have  orrjitted  to  fay  that  four  Spaniflx  braf^  field  pieces  fell  into 
our  hands,  winch  wei*e  brought  off. 

Total  of  killed  and  woujided*- 1  lieutenant-colond  wounded,  1  captain 
killed,  1  ditto,  wounded,  1  ditto  miffing,  2  lieutenants  .mining,  jp 
rank  and  file  killed,  68  ditto  wounded*  121  miffing. 

53d  regiment — Captain  Rynd  wounded,  Captain  Dover  miffing,  ftp* 
pofed  to  be  taken  pri(buerk 

1     1    it  11    a 

\  ■ 

Admiralty  Office,  ?u*e  6,  1^9^. 

£xtra8  *f  a  Letttr  front  Pice*  Admiral  Sir  tJyde  Parkr,  XkK  Cim 
mander  in  Chief  of  his  Majepy*s  Ships  and  FtJJtU  at  Jamaica^  to- 
Ei)an  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  bis  Majeftfs  Ship  Queen,  at  Cafk 
tJichoU Mot?%  April 27,  l/97» 

HAVING  on  the  16th  inftant  received  information  from  Captain 
fiiflctt*  jof  his  Majefty's  ftiip  Janus,  that  he  had  chafed  into  Maregot 
the  French  frigate  Harmonie  the  evening  before*  and  being  myietf 
obliged,  for  want  of  provifions*  to  return  to  this  port  with  the  Queen, 
Thunderer*  and  Valiant*  I  directed  Captain  Ogilvy  to  make  fail  in  the 
evening*  and  lay  off  the  Bay  of  Maregot  all  night;  and  on  not  difcover- 
ing  the  French  frigate  there  in  the  morning,  he  was  directed  to  proceo^ 


<fafe  along  (hore  between  the  iflands  of  Tortttga  and  Port  m  Paix;  thA 
Queen  ana  Valiant  keeping  without  Tort  Ufa.  On  opening  the  Thun* 
derer  to  the  weftward  of  Tortuga,  Captain  Ogilvy  mstde  the  fignal  for 
an  enemy  in  the  S.  E.  and,  on  his  coming  within  hale,  had  the  fatifc 
faction  to  find  he  had  chafed  the  frigate  into  Moftique  Bay;  and  it  was 
his  opinion  (he  might'  be  deftroyed,  which  I  inftantly  gave  him  orders 
to  ule  h'8  utmoft  endeavours  to  execute,  and  directed  the  Valiant  to 
«4fift.  The  fequel  their  Lordfliips  will  heft  underftand  by  a  copy  of 
Captain  Ogilvy *s  report.  Although  there  was  no  proportion  as  to  force, 
yet  the  confequencet  will  be  attended,  I  trull*  with  the  greateft  ad- 
vantages to  his  Majefty's  let  vice,  as  from  the  very  great  fcarcity  of  pro* 
tifions  at  Cape  Francois,-  the  French  deputies  had  forced,  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  the  captain  and  officers,  this  frigate  to  go  out,  in  order 
to  convoy  a  number  of  American  vefi'els,  loaded  with  provisions,  that 
)iad  been  captured  by  their  privateers,  and  carried  into  the  port  of  Port 
an  Paix  and  Jean  Rabel,  up  to  Cape  Francois. 

In  the  road  of  Jean  Rabel  I  found,  on  ray  paflage  down,  fourteen 
laying  there ;  and  it  appearing  to  me  practicable  to  cut  them  out,  I 
directed  Captain  Pigot,  of  the  Hermione,  to  take  under  his  command 
the  Mermaid,  Quebec,  Drake  brig,  and  Penelope  cutter,  and  execute 
that  fervice,  which  a  copy  of  his  report  will  prove  to  their  Lordihips  he 
did  in  the  moil  complete  manner ;  and,  from  Captain  Pigot's  able  and 
officer-like  difpofition,  I  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  (aying,  was  executed 
without  a  man  being  hurt,  although  the  road  was  defended  by  a  batterr 
of  five  guns  (thirty-two  pounders),  and  the  veffels  anchored  within  half 
mufltet  (hot  of  the  more- 

You  will  alfo  be  pleafed  to  lay  before  their  Lordffitpt  the  report  of 
Captains  Ricketts  and  Pigot,  of  veflels  cut  out  and  deftroyed  from  two 
tachorages  at  the  weft  end  of  Porto  Rico. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  June  io,*t797* 

Admiralty  Office,  June  io,  1797. 

HxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Gunter^  Commander  of  his  MajeJIfi 
Sloop  Nautilus  %  to  Evan  Nefean,  Efa*  ddted  at  Sea,  May  24,   1 797. 

I  BEG  you  will  inform  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  of 
the  capture  of  the  Adolphe  French  lugger  privateer,  after  being  chafed 
four  hours  by  his  Ma  jetty's  (loops  Nautilus  and  Sea-Gull,  and  previeufly 
darted  from  under  the  land,  and  chafed  by  his  Majefty's..  hired  cutter 
the  King  George. 

She  had  been  out  nine  days  from  Boulogne ;  fiie  is  quite  new,  had 
taken  nothing,  this  being  her  firft  cruife,  pierced  for  twelve  guns,  part 
of  which  flie  threw  overboard  in  the  chafe,  had  only  five  on  board  when 
taken,  and  eight  fwivels,  with  thirty  -five  men*. 

'JLxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Stevens,  Cotte&or  of  bis  Majc/l/t 
Cnftoms  at  St.  Jve'j,  to  James  Hume,  Efa.  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Cufioms  in  London  %  dated  June  2,   1 797* 

BY  a  letter  which  I  received  from  Capt.  Richard  John,  of  the  DoU 
jthin  revenue  crnifer,  ftationed  at  this  port  (yeftcrday  morning),  he 

S  informed 


Informed  me  of  hit  hiving  captured  a  French  lugger  privateer  from 
Breft,  and  put  her  into  Mount's  Bay;  (he  mounted  two  carriage  guru 
and  eight  fwivels,  with  muikets,  pikes,  pole-axes,  &c.  in  proportion, 
manned  with  thirty-fix  men,  and  officered  from  the  Breft  fleet;  her  nacoo 
Captain  John  has  omitted  to  fend  me. 


mm 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  F.  Newport,  CotteSor  of  his  Majejlfs  CuJIomi 
at  Dover,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efc  dated  June  5,  1 797* 

Sir. 

■  I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you,  that  Mr.  Dubois  Srnith,  commander  o! 
the  Lively  cutter,  in  the  iervtce  of  the  Cuftoms,  fent  in  this  morning  & 
French  iug-fail  privateer,  called  the  Flying  Fifii,  which  he  took  off 
Shoreham,  with  two  fwivel  guns,  a  number  of  muikets,  and  twenty* 
four  men ;  out  three  days  from  Morlaix,  aud  had  taken  nothing. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

F*  NEWPORT* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  June  17,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  June  17,  1797. 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Richard  Davies,  Commander  efhis  Ma* 
jefifs  Ship  Aftrea,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.  dated  Tarmoutb  jR*z/&, 
Jane  13,  1797. 

^  I  REQUEST  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordihips,  that  on  the  ift 
inftant,  off  the  Schaw,  we  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  Stulver,  Dutch 
privateer,  of  ten  guns  and  forty-right  men,  belonging  to  Amfierda'a% 
*>ut  eighteen  days,  and  taken  nothing. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  June  04,  1797* 

Admiralty  Office,  June  24,  1797. 

MxtraB  of  a  Litter  from  Captain  Payne,  Commander  of  his  J&ajffifs  SbtS 
■  Impetueux,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa*  dated  at  Sea,  June  13,  1797* 

I  TAKE  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  of  the  pofition  of  the 
BetacfirhenT  of  the  weftern  fquadron  with  me,  by  the  Zoee,  a  French 
privateer  (hip,  copper  bottomed,  mounting  twenty  runs  (four  o^ 
trtiich  Ihe  had  thrown  overboard  in  chafe),  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fnen  ;  (he  was  chafed  by  the  fquadron,  and  captured  by  the  Phaeton  thi 
Evening  before  Jaft,  and  had  .taken  nothing  fince  (he  left  Breft  four  days 
ago. 


r  f  •  t 

r  ' '       ftam  die  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Julie tfr  ttyfi  ■ .  .     * 

J4mir*ltyp]fcH  J*nt*?t  1797,  /    . 


*  ■.■  1 


£tyv  ^/  ^  J>tf*r  yr#w  Admiral  Peyton,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  jfi* 
jift/s  Ships  <andPefikU  in  the  Ztatuu,  t§  Evan  Nepeamf  Eff.  dated  tbi 

.  tvk'ffrh  mi-    %  '       . . 

oi«».    .      ,    • 

YOU  have  eoclofed  herewith,  for  their  XonHhips*  information,  4 
copy  pf  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Captain  BazelV,  of  his  MajeOTS 
loop  Harpy,  fating  his  having  captured)  qa  the  tad  intern,  thcrEfpe* 
'  £uce French  row-boat,  which  had heen  two  days  fromJDfeppe,  bm'bal 
not  taken  any  thing.  For  particulars  I  refer  their  Lordfbips  to  Ha  ft'tl 
Jttteiv  ■ 

I  am,  Sir,  &c  Sec*  &c« 

.j.  peyton: 

•  •***»#■..  . 

Sit,  Har#%  *t$ea%  June  *3,  1 797. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  yon,  that  yeftcrday  at  noon,  St.  Vallery  <fe 

Homme  feearjn&S.  £•  thra  juita,  we  ctptttfgd;  after,  *eha1£  of  four 

hours,  I'Efperance,  a  large  French  row-boat,  belonging  to  Calais,  58 

v  feet  long*  armed  wkh  10  fwivela,  mu&ets,  fee.  manned  with  %%  men* 

W>4  Wwjg  30  oars,  twadaytfiom Bieppfr  and  ^ad,  apt  x&a  any 

1  I  begf  bf  this  opportunity,  to  inform  yoto,  ftat  we  have  <&afed 
feveral  veflels  of  the  above  description  into  different  port*  in  die  courft 
4f  *he  iaft  week.  '  • 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &cV&c. 
%fifibJ>jfrt**>  Efq.  Admirj  HENRY  BAZELY. 

of the  Blue,  isfc. 


Admiralty-Qjjicii  June  ay,  1797. 

Extra ff  of  a  Litter  from  Qaptain  Gutter,  of  his  Majefty' s  Shop  Nautihs^ 
to  Evan  Nt/van,  EJf*  dated  at  Sea,  offrtackety  in  Norway,  June  ii$ 

I  BEG  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  my  Lords  ComroiflkmerB  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  this  morning  his  Majefty's  flobp  Nautilus,  uttdetf  my 
command,  and  Fox  hired  cutter  (after  a  chafe  of  ten  hour?),  captured 
t}ie  Brutal,  a  Dutch  lugger  priyateer,  of  fix  guns  and  tbirty-rfwo.ra<pi| 
ajxl  the  Syren  French  cutter  privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  twenty-fevoj 
men,  who  were  cruiling  in  company  for  the  homeward -bound  Baltic; 
cpnvoy. .  The  catching  of  theie  two  veflels  gives  m$  much  pleafure,.  at" 
they  have  infefted  this  coail  feyeral  months,  and  dorite  an  infinicedealoi 
mifchief.  '  -' 


Admi* 


c 

« 

Admiralty  Office,  June  27,  1797. 

'Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr*  George  Hough,    belonging  to  the  Diligent* 
Cufiom-houfe  Cutter ',    to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Milford  Have** 
June  2^,  J797* 
Sir, 

'  I  BEG  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commift 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  20th  inftant,  St.  Ive's  bearing 
S.  W.  ten-leagues,  1  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after  a  chafe  of  twenty* 
four  hruirs,  PAudacieux  French  lugger  privateer,  M»  Jacques  de  Boa 
commnnfder,  mounting  one  eighteen  pounder  and  two  fwiveis,  and 
planned  with  forty- fix  men,  from  St.  Malo,  out  (ix  days;  had  only 
taken  a  Danifh  brig  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Hamburgh,  which  1  had! 
the  fatisfa&ion  to  retake  alfo  a  tew  hours  afterwards. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  HOUGH. 


Admiralty  Office  June  2  J,   1797* 

Cofy  of  a   Letter  from   Mr.  Robert  Adams,    Commander  of  the  Ptper 
Excife  Cutter %    to   Evan  Nepean,    Efo  dated   Harwich,    June  2$% 

1797- 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the.  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  Viper  Excife  cutter, 
under  my  command,  being  on  a  cruiie  yefterday,  at  ten  A.  M.  Naze 
Tower  appearing  north.,  fell  in  with  and  captured  l'tipoir  French 
privateer,  under  the  command  of  Pierre  Francois  Codderin,  and  fifteen. 
men.  L'Efpoir  mounted  two  fwiveis,  and  well  fupplied  with  fmali 
arms.     She  had  iailerd  from  Dunkirk  two  days,  without  any  fuccefs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  ADAMS, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  July  i,  1797, 

Admiralty  Office,  June  30,    1 797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Viee- Admiral  King f mill,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majejlys  Sbipi  and  Feflels  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efp  dated  on 
board  the  Penguin ,  in  Cork  Harbour,  June  2 4,  1797.'    . 

Sir, 
PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  thai 
Captain  Parker,  of  his  Ma  jetty's  (hip  Santa  Margarita,  has  juft  fent  in 
a  very  fine  Spaniib  privateer  brig,  named  San  Francifco,  alias  Los 
Amigos,  pierced  for  14  euns,  and  53  men,  which  (he  captured  on  the 
aift  inftant,  on  thiscoatr,  off  the  Durfeys,  by  her  venturing  too  near.    ' 
She  is  from  St.  Sebaftian's,  and  had  c  mi  fed  twenty  days  between  Scilly 
and  Cape  Clear,  but  luckily  the  frigate  was  the  only  Fngliu>  (hip  (he- 
met  with  fince  her  being  out.    She  fails  remarkably  well,  is  quite  newf 
mod  might  have  done  much  mifchief. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROB.  KINGSMILL. 


(    «4    ) 

Admiralty  Office,  July  t9  1797.  * 

BxtraX  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Commander  in  Cb'tf 

of  bis  Majefty's  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  Portfmoutb,    to  Evan  Nepean, 
Efq.  dated  on  board  the  Royal  William,  at  Spitbead,  June  29,  x  797. 

ENCLOSED  is  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Thomas  Newtoo,  com- 
manding the  Telemachut  cutter,  giving  an  account  of  hi*  having 
ycfterday  captured  the  French  privateer  Le  Succefa,  of  fix  guns  and 
forty-two'  men. 

Sir,  Telemacbus  Cutter,  Spitbead,  June 29,  1797* 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you,  that  yefterday  afternoon,  the  Needle  Point 
bearing  N.  by  £.  about  five  leagues,  I  chafed  and  captured  the  Succefs 
French  lugger  privateer,  mounting  fix  carriage  guns,  two  of  which  fhe. 
threw  overboard  in  the  chafe,  and  forty-two  men*  Came  out  the  night 
before  from  La  Hogue,  and  had  taken  nothing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Admiral  Sir  Petep  Parker,  Bart.fstc* 


*m 


Admiralty  Office,  July  1,  1797. 

Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  tbe  Earl  St.  Vincent ',  Commander  in  Chief  of 
bis  Majejly's  Ships  and  Vejfels  employed  on  the  Coafl  of  Portugal^  to 
Evan  Nepean,   Efq*  dated  on  board  tbe  ViUe  de  Paris,   off  Cadiz, 
May  19,   1797. 

I  ENCLOSE  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Ptfngelley,  commanding  hi| 
Majefty's  cutter  the  Viper,  relating  his  capture  of  a  Spanifh  privateer. 

Sir,  V^ptr*  Gibraltar  Bay,  April 30,  1797. 

HAVING  received  orders  from  Captain  Bowen  (of  his  Majefty's 
IhTp  Terpfichore)  to  proceed  with  his  Majefty's  cutter  under  my  com- 
mand to  Algiers ;  upon  my  return  to  Gibraltar  on  the  13th  tilt,  being 
about  feven  leagues  N.  W.  from  Alboran,  1  fell  in  with  and  gave  chaie 
to  a  brig  in  the  N.  W.  quarter;  at  one  P.  M.  I  fired  a  gun,  when  fhe 
hotfled  Spanifh  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  fhotted,  hove- to,  and  gave  us  a 
broadfide  ;  at  half  paft  one  we  came  clofe  alongfide  of  her,  and  brought 
her  to  action,  which  continued  till  ten  minutes  pad  three,  when  fhe 
hauled  down  her  colours.  During  the  action  fhe  attempted  feveral  times 
to  fet  us  on  fire,  by  endeavouring  to  throw  on  board  us  fkfks  filled 
with  powder  and  1'ulphur.  She  is  called  the  Piteous  Virgin  Maria, 
mounting  ten  carriage  guns,  four  fix  and  fix  four-pounders,  with  eight 
fwivels ;  had  on  board  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  forty-two 
men,  and  had  been  from  Malaga  fix  days. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  loft  no  men  during  the  action;  the 
enemy  had  one  killed  and  feven  wounded  dangeroufly,  one  of  which  U 
fince  dead.  The  cutter  received  forty  fhot  in  the  main- fail,  and  her 
rigging  was  very  much  damaged  and  cut  to  pieces ;  a  four-pound  fhot 
is  lodged  in  her  lower  math-  In  juftice  to  the  officers  and  men,  I  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  they  refpectiv^  ly  did  their  duty  to  my  entire  fatifc 
faction.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

J,  PENGSLLEY. 

To  Sir  John  Jtrvis%  K.  B.  &c< 

At* 


(    «5    > 

Admiralty  Office,  July  I,  1797. 

Extra&  of  a  Letter  from  Earl  St.  Vincent,  Commander  in  Chief  of  hh 
Majeftfs  Ships  and*FeJJels  employed  on  the  Coafi  of  Portugal,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  the  Fille  de  Paris,  off  Cadiz,  May  28, 1797. 

ON  the  morning  of  the  24th  inftant,  a  brig  corvette  was  obferved 
approaching  the  fquadron,  under  Spanifh  colours,  and  the  iignal  was 
made  for  the  Romulus  and  Mahonefa  to  take  pofTeffion  of  her ;  they 
run  alorig-fide  her,  under  Spanifh  colours,  and  the  miitake  was  not  dis- 
covered until  they  hoifted  Englifh,  by  which  means  the  Nueftra  Senora 
del  Rofario,  of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Don 
Juan  Antonio  de  Carega,  was  captured  without  a  (hot  fired. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Edward  Bowater,  Commander  of  his 
Majeftfs  Ship  Trent,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Yarmouth  Roads, 
June  17,  1797. 

Sir, 
YOU  will  pleafe  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty of  my  having  captured  this  day,  ten  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
Yarmouth,  a  French  lugger  privateer,  named  the  PoifTon  Volant, 
mounting  fourteen  carriage  guns  and  fifty  men ;  the  guns  were  thrown 
overboard  .during  the  chafe,  and  twenty-eight  of  the  men  were  in  two 
prizes  (a  fhip  and  a  brig)  fhe  had  taken  fome  days  before  off  Buckinefs. 
The  lugger  is  quite  new,  well  found,  and  fails  fait ;  left  Havre  dc 
Grace  eighteen  days  fince. 

I  have  the  honour  tobe,  &c    '  *• 

EDWARD  BOWATER. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  July  8,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  Julyt,  1797-  ' 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Munnings,  Commander  of  the  Repulpt 
Revenue  Cutter,  to  the  Collector  and  Comptroller  of  Colchefter,  dated 
June  9.%,  1797. 

Gentlemen, 
BEING  onacruifeoff  Orfordnefs  yefterday,  at'th^'fHIff.  fell  ia 
with  and  gave  chafe  to  a  French  lugger  privateer;  it  fix  P.  M.  fhe 
{truck  her  colours,  after  attempting  to  board  us.  She  proves  to  be  the 
Tiger,  of  Dunkirk,  commanded  by  Lewis  Auguftin  Buan  Chatening, 
with  two  two-pounders,  four  fwivels,  and  fmall  arms,  and  twenty-eight 
men,  burden  thirty  tons,  which  1  have  juft  arrived  here  with,  and  am 
waiting  for  a  party  of  foldiers  to  cfcort  them  to  Colchefter.  She  had 
been  only  ten  hours  from  Oftend, 

I  am^  &c« 

G.G.H  MUNNINGS. 


Vox..  VI.  I  4ft* 


(    66    ) 

Alxrruh*  OJi.f,  July  8,   ?79> 

C*+'  */  a  L*t*mm'  f*m  M~.  R/^ert  Adams  f    Commander    of  the  Vtfet 
'i--jr *:  j  Csu:erf    •*   £r<cx  y.yeaxj   JLjam  dated  at   Hmrwubj  Jijfj, 


17:7 


Tia, 


I  HUE  :he  Vc-'ur  :■?  infom  vcu,  that  the  Viper  cutter,  mfcr 
ir.y  r^rr.rr..i::d.  ire:  $  ar.  i  criiitc  on  the  id  in  ft.  ac  one  P.  M.  aftai 
r:\yJc  ■.!  two  a ,  -r>.  ju;:c-  ed  *:r.  rne  diore  near  Clack  ton,  in  the  Vaila, 
Lr:  1-«-t«  F:=rdi  i-J^tr  pr--a:%:erf  mounting  one  two- pounder  and 
tw*  ;*:v*Ij.  .n  .nrr^es,  wr.ich  were  thrown  overboard  i si  the  dude; 
t;-':  :t  i.  ;*:rr.i  r-.r.a  n  or  board.  Lcs  Graces  failed  from  Dunkirk  on 
ti. :  :::  .  ::a:.:.  *-....er  :..e  *  i  nund  or*  GuiiLitime  Gaipard  Alalo,  and 
tvcr-v--*o  rr.wr.,   ir.d  iud 'Atr.  r.^  hing.     Tne  enemy   fled  into  the 


arc  now  u;"cly  iGvigtd  .ri  :he  prh'oti  a:  this  place, 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  $c.  &c.  &c. 

ROBERT  ADAMS, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  July  1 1,   179;. 

Admiralty  OJLc,  Jmhf  1 1,  1 797, 

Exfraf?  of  a  Le'ter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  of St.  Vincent^  CommaniffiM 
Lb'ifofh:>  A/.. '«•£> 'i  $h:fs  and  /Vy.'j  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  rV- 
fi^\;.,\*:  A':'..-:  \>  .:*,  Ej±.  du::J  «?*  board  the  f'ille  de  far'u^ef 
Cjd:zt  Jw.i  16,    17^7. 

Sik, 

I  DL^iRE  vol?  "u  HI  acquaint  the  Lords  Co mmiifioners  of  the  Admi- 
ral fy,  thir  Lieutenant  H?rdy,  in  the  French  republican  corvette  La 
"Miiiine,  cut  on:  of  the  Bay  of  S.ir.ra  Cruz,  by  the  boats  of  his  Majefl/l 
Ihips  Lively  and  La  Minervc,  hai  ?h  s  morhent  joned. 

The  '^ailaritry  v\  this  :*.elion,  recircJ  in  the  public  and  private  letters 
of  the  Captain- Hailoweil  and  C'xkburn,  has  prompted  me  to  take  the 
Murine  into  r.;5  Majelty's  ten  ice,  ard  to  appoint  Lieutenant  Hardy  to 
the  com  1  nun. I -other  ;  a  mcafcre  10  necclUiry  to  encourage  a  continuance 
of  d.-.mg  ciucrpiVr,  1  am  confident  will  merit  the  approbation  of  their 
Lord  drips. 

Lively,  off  S.  jy.  End  of  Tencrjfei 
Sin,  May  $\%    1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  (landing  into  the  Bay  of 
San'a  Ciuz,  in  the  iftand  of  Ttneriffe,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  a8th,  in 
cotr;,;*.ny  ui;h  La  Mincrve,  I  diicovcred  an  armed  brig  lying  in  the 
road,  w?:ichf  on  our  nearer  approach,  hoilted  French  colours.  Cap- 
tain Cockhurn  ^grtcing  with  mylcif  in  opinion  that  (he  might  be  taken 
from  her  ;.nchurs,  J  ordered  all  the  boats  of  the  two  fhips,  with  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  e.ici),  the  next  night,  to  bring  her  out ;  Lieutenant  Hardy,  of 
La  xVlinervc,  being  the  fenior  officer,  the  command  fell  on  him.    At 

4  abort 


(    (>1    ) 

about  half  pad  two  in  the  afternoon  he  made  a  moft  refolnte  attack,  In 
Which  he  was  gallantly  fupported  by  Lieutenants  Bland,  Hopkins,  and 
Bufhby,  and  Lieutenant  Bulkley  of  the  marines,  in.  the  Lively's  boat, 
and  Lieutenants  Gage,  and  Mating  in  La  JVli nerve's  boats}  and  under  a 
fmart  fire  of  mufketry  from  the  brig,  boarded  and  carried  her  al moft 
immediately.  This  gave  an  alarm  to  the  town,  and  a  heavy  fire  of 
artillery  and  mufketry  was  opened  from  every  part  of  the  garriion,  and 
from  a  large  fliip  lying  in  the  road,  immediately,  which  continued  with- 

*  out  interraiffion  for  near  an  hour,  during  which  time  they  were  very 
much  expofed  in  getting  the  brig  under  weigh,  and  towing  her  out, 
there  being  very  little  wind,  and  a  little  before  four  o'clock  they  had 
got  out  of  reach  of  the  batteries  with  La  Mutine  French  national  cor- 
vette, of  iz  fix-pounders,  afid  two  thirty-fix  pounder  carronades,  and 
v  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  men.  one  hundred  and  thirteen  of  whom 
were  on  board  at  the  time,  commanded  by  Citizen  Xavier  Paumierj 
Capitain  de  Frigate.  She  failed  from  Brett  on  the  8th  for  Tide  d* 
France,  and  had  put  mto  the  Bay  of  Santa  Cruz,  three  days  before  flie 

'  was  captured,  to  take  in  water.    The  captain  was  on  fliore  at  the  time 
fhe  was  cut  out.  '  ' 

Lieutenant  Hardy  having  commanded  the  boats  on  this  expedition,  I 
have-fent  him  in  with  the  prize,  and  cannot  recommend  him,  or  the 
officers  or  feamen  employed  on  that  fervice  with  him,  in  too  ttrong 
terms*     Enclofed  is  a  lift  of  the  wounded  belonging  to  both  ftiips* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
'  BENJ.  HALLOWELL* 

Lift  of  the  Petty  Officers  and  Seamen  belonging  to  his  Majefiy's  Ship  Lively 
'  who  were  wounded  on  the  29th  of  May,  in  taking, La  Mutine  French 
National  Corvette^  fo  as  to  render  them  incapable  of  doing  their  Duty  for 
the  prefenu 

Mr.  Ralph  Standifli,  matter's  mate*    William  Allen,  quarter-matter. 
Seamen*    Peter  Lawrence,  Glenville  Newberry* 

Return  of  Officers  and  Men  belonging ,  to  his  Majeft/s  Ship  Mtner*vef 

>         wounded  on  the  29th  of  May,  1797,    taking  the  National  Brig  La 

Mutine* 

* 

:  Lieutenant  Hardy. 

Warrant  officers.— Mr.  J.  Coulfon,  gunner* 

Petty  Officers. — Mr;  Eagar,  midfhipman.  Mr.  Carpenter',  ditto, 
dangeroufly.  Matthew  Vefley,  gunner's  mate.  Davis  Lewis,  iecond 
matter's  mate.    Robert  Sloper,  coxiwain.  » 

Seaman.— Anthony  Hull,  dangeroufly* 

Soldiers  of  the  nth  regiment. — James  Dunlap,  corporal.  John 
Milton,  private.    .Samuel  Clark,  ditto, 

Total  eleven. 

GEORGE  COCKBURN. 


7»  4 
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f  • 

Admiralty  Office*  July  II,  1797^ 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  bis  Majefly's  Ships  and Fejfels  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal, 
to  Evan  Netean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  his  Majcfty's  Ship  Ville  de  Paris, 
offCadin,  June  15,  1797* 

I  ENCLOSE,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Coftuniffiooers  of  the 
Admiralty,  two  letters  from  Captain  Morris,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  the 
Bofton,  giving  an  account  of  his  capturing  El  Principe  de  Paz,  Spaniih 
brig  privateer,  and  El  Enfante  Spanifli  packet. 

Sir,  Bofton,  off \Figo,  June  4,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  his  Majefty's  fliip  this  morning, 
after  a  chafe  of  three  hours,  captured  El  Principe  de  Paz,  Spaniih  brig 
privateer,  of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  men :  (he  failed  laft  evening 
from  Vigo  on  her  firft  cruife.  It  is  with  extreme  concern  1  have  to  add, 
that  the  only  one  of  her  (hot  that  took,  effect  killed  Mr.  Mainwaring, 
midfhipman,  a  very  amiable  young  gentleman,  of  great,  promise  as  an 
officer. 

His  Majefty's  (loop  Kingsfiftier  being  in  fight,  I  have  directed  Cap- 
tain Maitland  to  proceed  to  Lifbon  with  the  prize  and  prifoners. 

,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.-  J,  N.  MORRIS. 

&V.  tstc*  bfc. 

» 

Sir,  Bofton,  off  Vigo,  June  io,  1^97. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  at  noon  his  Ma* 
jefty's  (hip  under  my  command  gave  chafe  to  a  brig,  and  at  fix  o'clock 
brought  her  to,  clofe  in  with  the  Bayona  iflands,  at  the  entrance  of 
Vigo :  (he  proves  to  be  his  Catholic  Majefty's  packet  El  Enfante,  and 
failed  the  evening  before  from  Corunna,  and  was  bound  for  the 
Havannah.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Sir  John  Jet-vis,  K.  B.  J.  N.  MORRIS. 

isfc.  &c.  fcV. 


Admiralty  Office,  July  11,  1797. 

Extratt  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  K*  B.  to  Evan  Nepcan, 
Efq*  dated  on  board  the  Royal  George,  in  Tor  bay,  July  9,  x  7^7. 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Harry 
Neale,  Bart,  to  me,  ftating  the  capture  of  the  Caftor  French  lugger 
privateer  by  his  Majefty's  fliip  St.  Fiorenzo,  under  his  command,  on 
the  ift  inftant,  fixty  leagues  weft  of  Scilly.    I  am,  &c. 

BRIDPORT. 

My  Lord,  St.  Fiorenzo,  Torbay,  Julyt,  1797. 

I  BEG  to  inform  you  that  I  captured  the  Caftor,  a  French  lugger 

privateer,  on  the  ift  inftant,  fixty  leagues  weft  of  Scilly,  pierced  for 

fourteen  guns,  and  manned  with  fifty-feven  men:  ihe  had  been  out 

from  St.  Maloes  eighteen  days,  aad  had  taken  the  Refutation  brig 

belong* 


f  69  > 

fcelongitig  to  Tinmouth,  laden  with  fait.    She  threw  her  guna  overboard 

during  the  chafe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient  humble  Servant^ 
Jiight  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  H.  NEALE. 

Commander  in  Chiefs  ts?c9ls?c* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Julyaz,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  22,   1797. 

Extra*?  of  a  Letter  from  Flee- Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knt.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  bis  Majefty's  Ships  and  Feffeh  at  Jamaica^  to  Evan  Nefea*} 
Efa.  dated  June  11,  1797.  * 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you  for  their  Lordfliips'  information, 
that  the  Grand  Ance  is  acknowledged  to  be  faved  by  a  fpirited  and  well* 
timed  attack  made  by  Captain  Ricketts,  of  his  Majefty's  {hip  La  Magi* 
cienne,  upon  the  enemy's  tranfports  of  proviflons  and  ammunition  in 
Carcafle  Bay,  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a 
copy  of  Captain  Ricketts*  letter. 

You  will  alfo  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Mends, 
of  his  Majefty's  brig  Diligence,  together  with  a  lift  of  armed  velfels 
taken  by  the  iquadron  fince  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  April. 

La  Magicienne,  in  Carcajfe  Bay,  St.  Domingo t 
Sir,  April 24,  1797. 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you,  that  on  Sunday  the  2jd  inftant,  when 
doubling  Cape  Tiberoon,  in  company  with  the  Regulus  and  Fortune 
fchooner,  we  difcovered  a  fix-gun  privateer  (loop  and  four  fchooners  at 
Anchor  in  this  Bay,  which  convinced  me  that  the  poft  of  Irois  was  at- 
tacked :  foon  after  the  alarm  gun  was  fired  at  the  fort.  As  no  time  w^$ 
to  be  loft  in  endeavouring  to  counteract  the  views  of  the  enemy,  we 
ftood  in  and  anchored,  when  we  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  and 
had  the  good  fortune,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  drive  them  into  the  mountains; 
their  field-pieces,  ammunition,  provifions,  and  veftels  laden* with  ne- 
ceffaries  for  carrying  on  the  liege,  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  good  conduct  of  every  officer  and  failor  belonging  to  our  litflc 
fquadron,  manifefted  itfelf  upon  this  occafion,  as  well  as  upon  many 
others,  fincc  I  have  had  the  honour  to  command  it.  I  have  to  regret  the . 
lofs  of  four*  men  killed,  and  Mr.  Morgan,  matter's  mate,  and  ten  men 
wounded  (though  not  mortally  )>  who  were  in  the  Magicienne's  boat 
when  endeavouring  to  tow  out  the  privateer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &d. 
JT*  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knu  Five-  W.  H.  RICKETTS. 

Admiral  of  the  Red,  EsV. 

Si*,  Diligence,  Nafau,  New  Providence,  March  13,  1797- 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you, /that  having  cleared  the  Bahama  ftraits 

the  third  of  this  month,  the  following  day,  ten  leagues  8.  W.  of  the 

Pan  of  Motonzas,  we  fell  in  with  and  took,  after  an  action  of  three 

quarters  of  an  hour.  La  Nativetas,  of  fixteen  guns  and  fifty  men,  about 


\   ' 
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tve  hundred  totaty  laden  with  logwood,  and  left  the  t&vatmfe  «&tf 
morning  for  Cadiz.  I  have  the  pleafure  of  teftirying  .the  be6  coodw% 
of  my  olficen  and  people,  in  this  little  affair,  and  hivo  no  doubt  but 
that  they  will  difUnguim  themselves  wheti.  anyoccafion  offers,,  and  am 
.   happy i|o  add  we  had  only  one  .man  (lightly  wounded.  \ 

I  hav^  the  honour  to  be,  &c*  &c  &c*  . 
.  Sir  Hyde  Poker,  Knu  Fice-  '     R.  MENDS* 

Admiral  of  the  Red,  &c. 

A  Lift  ofatmtdFefth  taken  and  difiroyedby  Us  M*jefy%s  Squadron  under 

my  Command Jjttce  the  %jtb  of  April. 

Port  au  Pabc  French  grivateer  fchooner,  of  %  gunt.  and  17  menj 

ttfcen  by  his  Majefty's  brig  Swallow. 

«  L*  Libert  French  pnvateer  fchooner,  mounting  6  guns;  had  An 

board  only  13  men,  the  remainder  put  into  the  different  prizes  which  (he 
-  had  taken.    Taken  by  his  Majefty's  Hoop  Profelyte.  . 

%  Le  Buonaparte  French  privateer  fchooner,  mounting  3  guns  and  31 

B^ni  taken  Dy  his  Majefty's  (kip  Ambufcade. 

"  General  Touflaint  Frepch  privateer  fchooner,  mounting  8  guns,  and 

si  men;  taken  by  W»  Majefly't  brig  Swallow.    With  feveral  row-boats*  • 
■  ;     -     ■  It  PARKER. 


%*m  0/  a  letter  jrom  rtce-jiamtrai  Aangpnn 

Majejfy't  Ships  and  Feffels  at  Cork,  t?  E*t>an  Kepean,  Efa.  dated  iff 
board  bis  Majtftfs  Ship  V  Engage  ant ey  Cc  ~ 


Ad#ir*fy  OJki%  3*fy  »*,  1797;, 

Coft  of  a  Letter  from  Fice- Admiral  KingfmiU,  Commander  in  Chief  of  lis 

"      P  E&an  Kepean,  Efa.  dt 
Cork  Harbour,  July  13. 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Santa  Margarita  is  returned,  and  has  brought  in 
1/Adour,  a  fine  new  French  (hip  out  of  Bayonne,  carrying  fixteen  guns 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-feven  men,  being  the  fecond  privateer  (he 
ta&  taken  during  her  late  cruife.  Enclofed  is  Captain  Parker's  letter  to 
me,  giving  a  further  account  of  her,  for  the  information  of.  their 
tordfhips.  I  have.  &c. 

ROBERT  KINGSMILL. 

Sia,  Santa  Margarita,  Cork-Harbour,  July  13. 

^ .  I  HAVE  to  inform  you,  that  bn  the  10th  inftant,  Cape  Clear  bear- 
ing  N,  E.  by.  E.  eight  leagues,  I  captured  L'Adour  French  (hip  priva- 
teer, belonging  to  Bayonne,  pierced  for  twenty  guns,  mounting  uxteen^. 
and  6  pounders,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-ieven  men  \  (he  had  been  on  the 
coaft  ten  days,  and  has  taken  the  Betfey,  from  Newfoundland,  bound 
to  Briftol,  and  fent  her  to  Bayonne.  It  is  very  fortunate  the  above  (hip 
is  taken,  as  (he.muft  have  done  great  damage  to  the  trade,  being  a  very 
faft  iailer,  but  two  months  launched,  well  found,  and  completely  victu- 
alled and  fipred  for  a  three  months  cruife. 

1  am*.  &c» 
%o  Fin-Admiral  Kingfmill.  t  \         GEO.  PARKER* 


V:., 


£Jsad+ 
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Admiralty  Office,  July  22,   1797? 

jLxtraS  of  Letter  from  Captain  Tyler,  of  bis  Majefty*s  Ship  VAigU,  to 
*   Admiral  Earl  St,  Vincent,  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  majeflfs  Shift 
and  VeJJels  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal,  dated  at  Sea,  Jun+  13.     * 

I  SAILED  from  Lifbon  on  the  7th  inftant,  and  on  the  12th  I  cap- 
tured a  brig  of  iix  guns  and  twenty-four  men ;  (he  had  been  out  but 
eight  days  from  Bourdeaux,  and  bound  to  the  Ifle  of  France. 


mm 


Admiralty  Office,  July  2%,   1 797. 

Extra??  of a  Letter  from  Captain  Morris,  of  his  Majefly's  Ship  Bofton,  /# 
Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Ships, 
and  Feffels  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal*,  dated  off  Cape  Finifterrt^ 

"        .       * 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  hU  Majefty's  fhip  under 
jny  command  yefterday  morning  captured  the  St.  Bernardo,  alia*  El 
Conqueftador,  privateer  of  twelve  guns  and  feventy-five  men,  belonging 
to  Ribadeoj  feven  days  out  of  port,  aud  had  not  taken  any  thing. 


mm 


Admiralty  Office,  July  2%,  1797. 

BxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Captain  Curzon,  Commander \of  hit 

,  .Majefty's  Ship  Pallas,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  at  Spithead,  the  %otb 

of  July*  ..'"'.. 

ON  the  16th  inftant,  being  in  latitude  44.  deg.  50  min.  longitude  if 
degi  10  mm.  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  Spanifti  (hip  letter 'tit* 
marque  St.  Jofe  y  Noftra  Signora  de  Begoyna,  mounting  fixteett  (r 
pounders,  with  fifty-two  men^  laden  with  brandy,  wine,  and  flour,  from 
Bilbpa,  bound  to  the  Caracas  ;  out  twelve  days,  and  had  not  taken  any 
thing,  I  arrived  here  this  day  with  his  Majefty's  fhip  under  ipy  com* 
W^nd|  in  company  with  the  prize;  .,"."'*. 


Jrrom  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  July  25,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  2$r  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Honeyman,  Commander  of  his  MajefljV 
Sloop  Tifiphone,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.   dated  July  23,  1797. 

.    .Si«, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  ftating  to  you,  for  the  information  of  tlur 
Ix>rds  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  having  been  ordered  by 
Admiral  Duncan  to  take  his  Majefty's  brig  Rambler  under  my  command, 
?md  cruile  on  the  Dogger  Bank,  1  yefterday,  at  five  A.  M.  in  the  lati- 
tude of  54  deg.  30  min.  the  Rambler  in  company,  fell  in  with  and  cap* 
tured,  after  a  chafe  of  half  an  hour,  Le  Profpere,  French  privateer  brig,' 
mounting  14  four-pounders,  ant}  manned  with  73  men  j  four  days  fra*a» 


(    7*    > 

Dunkirk,  without  capturing  any  thing.    She  received  the  fire  of  feveral 
of  our  guns,  and  fl ruck  without  making  any  refinance. 

In  confequence  of  the  number  of  prisoners,  I  have  thought  it  propef 
to  proceed  to  the  neareft  port  to  land  them,  and,  after  having  fo  done, 
I  wall  proceed  with  ail  poffible  difpatch  to  my  flation. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ROB.  HONEYMAN. 


Coty  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pcllew,  Bart,  Captain  of  his  Majefty's 
Ship  Indefatigable,  to  Mr.Nepean,.  dated  Falmout£x  July  22,   1797. 

Sir, 

YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lordfhips,  that  the  Duke  of  York 
lugger  returned  lad  night.  She  fell  in  with"  a  French  lugger  privateer,, 
and  chafed  her  off  the  land  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Bray,  command*-' 
ing  the  Hind  revenue  cutter,  who  alfo  retook  a  floop,  which  the  priva- 
teer had  before  captured ;  the  lugger  mount*  two  guns  with  twenty-five 
men.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

EDWARD  PELLEW. 


ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-Admiral  KingfmiH,,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Nepcan,  Efq.  dated  July  •o^ 

*797* 


account  is  given  in  the  enclofed  letter  to  me  from  the;  Hon.  Captain  Do 
Courcy. 

Sir,  Magndnimexa*Sea,  July  17,  1797. 

CRUISING  feventy  leagues  weftward  of  Cape  Clear^  in  compliance 
with  your  inftru&ions  of  the  22d  uit.  his  Majcfly's  fhip  the  Magaa- 
nime  under  my  command,  amidft  thick  and  ftormy  weather,  fell  in 
with  and  captured  Lc  Triton^  a  French  privateer,  nineteen  days  from 
Nanrz,  pierced  for  eighteen  guns,  though  only  mounting  eight  twelve- 
pounders,  and  manned  with  180  njen.  Upon  her,  cruifelhe  agpearsta 
have  taken  one  American  fchooner. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fcc. 
Vice-Admiral  Kingfmill.  (Signed)  M.  DE  CQURjCY* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Jobr^  Junior^   commanding  the  DoU 
pbin  Revenue  Cutter,  to  Mr.  Nepean^  dated  Maraziony  July  20,  1 797. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  from  information  I  re- 
ceived yefterday  morning  from  the  captain  of  a  (loop,  of  his   being 
chafed  in  here  by  a  French  privateer,  1  immediately  (lipped  my  cable 
md  went  in  purfuit  of  her,  and  in  the  courfe  of  £x  hour s  cajne  up  with 

and 


and  captured  the  privateer  La  Papillon,  Capt.  Thomas  Franerie, 
tenant  de  Vaiffeau,  mounting  four  fwivels  and  plenty,  of  fmall  .arrn^ 
With  thirty  men,  out  four  days  from  Breft ;  had  recaptui-ed,  the  even- 
ing before,  the.  St.  Anne  chafle  maree,  with  wine  rrora  Nan**,  bound 
to  Bred,  John  Acalre  m after ;  which  chafle  maree  wa&  flrft  captured 
by  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  B>rlafe  Warred. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JUCa  JQHNS>  Jufi. . 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  July  ao,  1799, 

Admiralty  Office  July  29,  1797* 

2£xtra3  0/ Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B.  Admiral  of  the 
Wbitc%  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa.  dated  on  hoard  bit  Majefly's  Ship  Royal 
George^  at  Seaf  July  24,  1797. 

I  ACQUAINT  yon,  for  their  Lordftiips'  information,  that  I  tb*  far 
joined  the  (hips  under  the  orders  ot  bir  John  B.  Warren,  who  h^s  tranl* 
mitted  me  the  inclofed  letters  and  papers,  which  are  copies  of  originals 
he  lent  by  exprefs  to  me  at  Tor  bay,  w  tilth  did  not  arrive  there  till-  after 
2  had  quitted  that  anchorage. 

My  Lord,  La  Pomona  at  $e*9  July  18,  1797* 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  in  obedience  to  you* 
command,  I  continued  offUihant  with  hfe  JMajefty's  fquadion  undei  my 
orders,  confifting  of  the  Ihips  and  veflTels  named  in  the  margin  *-,  until  jttw 
16th  inftant,  when  hearing  the  report  of  many  guns  to  the  f  >uthwaraf 
1  flood  round  the  welt  end  of  the  Saints,  and  at  day-break  in  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  I  difcovered  a  frigate,  wjth  a  (hip.  corvette,  and 
brig,  having  fourteen  fail  of  vefleis  under  convoy,  in  Hodierne  $ayf 
tight  of  which  were  captured. 

I  am  lorry  to  add,  that  the  (hip,  corvette,  and  brig,  efcaped  round 
the  Pen  marks,  and  the  frigate,  by  cutting  away  her  mads*  *n&  bring 
other  wife  lightened,  ran  onlhore:  a  brig,  laden  with  ordnai.ee  a^ia 
naval  (lores,  came  to  an  anchorage  near  her,  where  it  was  impoflible 
for  the  Anion  and  Sylph  to  follow.  The  brig,  however,  wa*  funk, 
and  the  frigate  (La  Calliope)  much  damaged  in  her  hull  by  the  (hot  of 
the  above-mentioned  (hip,  whole  officers  and  men  behavt&l  w»tn  tte 
greateft  teal  and  activity,  which  induces  me  to  hope  thai  the  enemy 
will  not  be  enabled  to  get  her  off,  as  the  wind  ioon  aiter  changed  to  the 
foith~we<t,  with  a  great  fweli  upon  the  beach. 

I  was  obliged  to  burn  La  Freedom,  a  large  (hip  armed  en  Ante,  laden 
trithfquared  tunbei,  as  the  enemy  had  run  her  on  (bore  at  high  w4tetf 
tod  the  crew,  with  the  wounded,  got  away  in  their  b'tats. 

I  have  enclofed  to  your  Lordfhip  a  lilt  of  the  velieta  diprured  arid 
(Seftroyedon  the  17th  inftant,  with  a  return  of  the  wounded  on  board  his 
"    ijefly'i  brig  fylpfa. 

t  bate  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  frc.  Bit. 

JOHN  WARREN. 

Tot.  vT.  K 


(    7*    ) 

La  Pomone,  at  Sea,  July  18,  1797.  • 

Jk  Account  of  Vfjjels  belonging  to  the  French  Republic  y  captured  and  de» 
Jtroyed  on  the  ijth  of  July,    1797*  in  Hodierne  Bny,  iy  a  Squadron  of 
Frigates,  under  the  Orders  of  Sir  John  Borlaje  Warren,  Bart.  K.  B. 

Veffels.  captured.  -  •  • 

La  Tbalia,  tranfport  (hip,  laden  with  a  large  anchor  6ocolbs.  weight, 
one  purchafe  crane,  flour,  bread,  beef,  pork,  brandy,  foldiers*  clothing, 
#c.  Brig,  name  unknown,  laden  with  brandy  and  wine.  Brig,  name 
unknown,  laden  with  brandy  and  fait.  Brig,  name  unknown,  Jadcn 
with  flour,  bifcuit,  and  one  mooring  chain.  Chafle  maree,  name  un- 
known, laden  with  brandy,  wine,  and  proviiions.  Chafle  maree, 
name  unknown,  laden  with  brandy,  wine,  and  provifions.  Chafle 
maree,  name  unknown,  laden  with  brandy,  wine,  and  proviiions.  La 
§t.  Rene,  chafle  maree,  laden  with  coffee,  fugar,  &c. 

Vejfels  deftroyed* 

La  Freedom,  an  Englifh-buik  (hip,  armed  en  flute,  burnt,  being  oft 
ihore,  laden  with  fquare  timber*  Brig,  name  unknown,  iunk,  laden 
with  cannon  and  naval  (lores. 

■  Rum  en  Shore.  J 

La  Calliope  frigate,  of  thirty-fix  guns,  totally  difmafted,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  be  (cuttled. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WARREN* 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Bridport. 

• 

La  Pomone,  at  Sea,  July  18,  1797. 

Return  of  Men  nvounded  on  hard  his  Maje fly's  Brig  Sylph,  John  Chambers 
White,  Efa.  Commander,  in  engaging  La  Calliope  French  Frigate,  of$b 
Guns,  in  Hodierne  Bay,  on  the  ijth  of  July,   1 797-- 

John  Green,  feaman,  in  the  hand.  Wilfon  Wefcot,  feaman,  in  the 
hand.  Toby  Burke,  feaman,  in  the  back.  Richard  Batt,  feaman,  ifl 
the  neck.  Thomas  lzzard,  feaman,  in  the  head.  Thomas  ligan, 
marine,  in  the  knee. 

T*  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport.  JOHN  WARRFN. 

My  Lord,  La  Pomone,  at  Sea,  July  24,  1797. 

1  HAVE  the  fatisfacYion  of  acquainting  your  Lordfliip  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  feting  that  La  Calliope  republican  frigate,  of  thirt>-fix 
suns  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  that  was  left  on  more  on  the  17th 
by  the  Anfon  and  Sylph,  is  totally  deftroyed,  having  Separated  in  the 
fnidfhip  body,  and  part  of  her  funk.  The  crew,  are  encamped  near  her 
to  fave  inch  (lores  as  may  be  driven  on  (hore.  X  am  particularly  in- 
debted to  Captain  White,  of  the  Sylph  brig,  who  having  anchored  with 
tarings  on  his  cable,  within  piftol  (hot  of  the  faid  frigate,  on  t-  e  above 
day,  and  for  fome  hours  kept  up  an  inceflant  and  well-directed  fire, 
which  was  at  every  convenient  opportunity  returned  by  her.  1  per- 
ceived likewife  the  wrecks  of  La  Freedom,  armed  en  flute,  laden  witji 
timber,  and  the  brig  with  ordnance  (lores,  whicji  were  driven  on  (hore 
the  fame  day,  and  deftroyed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
2U  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  •     JOHN  WARREN, 

L* 


(  n  ) 

La  Pomonej  at  Sea,  July  24,  1?97« 

"An  Account  of  two  fcjjels  belonging  the  French  Republ'c,  which  were  burnt 
in  Hodierne  Bay  on  the  23d  J*fy$  *797>  by  the  Boats  of  the  Squadron 
under  the  Or  den  of  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  Km  B» 

La  Fiddle  brig,   laden  with  wine  and  wads.    La  Henri  Hoop,  in 
ballaft.  JOHN  WARREN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  &c.  isfc.  £sV. 


Admiralty  Office,  July  29*  1 797. 

jExhra'ft  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Knt.  Commander  im 
.  Chief  of  his  Majcfty**  Ships  and  Feffeh  at  P or tf mouth,  to  Evan  Nepean9 
Efa.  dated,  the  2$tb  of  July,   1 797. 

-  PLEASE  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that  his  Majefty's  armed  cutter 
Teiemachus  arrived  here  yefterday  evening  with  LaHardi,  French  prU 
vatecr  lugger,  of  four  carriage  guns  and  thirty  men.  That  active  officer^ 
Lieutenant  Newton,  alfo  brought  in  with  him  two  brigs,  which  had 
been  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  and  were  retaken  by  the  Tele* 
owchus  the  23d  inftant,  as  reported  in  the  enclofed  letter. 

Sir,  teiemachus  Cutter,  Spithead,  July  2^,  1797.    " 

XJHAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  yefterday,  at  half  paft  two 
o'clock  A.  M.  off  Cape  La  Hogue,  his  Majefty's  cutter  under  my  com- 
mand captured  La  Hardi,  a  French  lugger  privateer,  mounting  four 
carriage  guns,  fmall  arms,  &c.  .and  manned  with  thirty  men ;  fhe  had 
been  out  from  Cherbourg  about  five  hours,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing, 
and  I  have  the  plea  lure  to  add,  that  I  retook  two  merchant  brigs  the 
fame  day,  that  had  been  captured  by  a  French  privateer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c       " 
Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart.  THOMAS  t  NEWTON.. 


Admiralty  Office,  July  29,   1797. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Veffels  at  P or tf mouth,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa* 
dated  on  board  the  Royal  William  at  Spithead,  July  27,   1797^ 

ENCLOSED  is  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Garrett,  of  the  Trial  cutter, 
giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  Le  Courier  de  la  Mer,  French 
privateer,  of  twelve  guns  and  twenty  men,  and  captured  a  brig  taken 
vy  the  faid  privateer. 

Sir,  Trial,  Spithead,  July  2 7,   1797. 

I  HA.VE  the  honour  to. acquaint  you  that,  on  Monday  eyening  laft* 
obferving  the  fignal  on  Portland  Point  for  an  enemy's  cruifer,  I  ordered 
the  chaffe  marees  to  anchor  in  Portland  Roads,  and  proceeded  in  his 
Majefty's  cutter  under  my  command  in  queft  of  her;  at  half  paft  two, 
Tuefday  morning,  I  difcovered  two  brigs  (landing  to  the  fouthward, 
which  I  immediately  gave  chafe  to,  and  fooo  perceived  them  to  be  a 
French  privateer  and  her  prize;  about  half  paft  four  I  got  within  gun«* 

K  2  fliot 


t  >«  ) 

ih«t  ^  *hf  prftftccr,  aad  *fe  five,  after  giving  us  two  broadfides  (which 
fbftuuatey  did  us  no  damage),  (he  {truck,  Portland  bearing  N.  E.  by  E, 
three  leagues  ;  (he  proved  to  be  the  Courier  de  la  Mer,  Andre  MoiiiU 
Icron  captain,  mounting  twelve  fmaM  carriage  guns,  and  had,  when  (hi 
failed,  fiftv-one  men,  but  had  when  taken  only  twenty.  She  haa  been 
0tit.  four  days,  and  had  taken  three  prises,  one  of  which  1  have  fince 
retaken,  Being  lb  mapy  pi  ifoners  on  board,  1  thought  proper  to  put  ut 
here.  lam,  &c. 

HENRY  GARRET. 


AdmWahy  Qfiv,  July  «*,  1797. 

tofyfrk  hitter  from  S.  Pellnu%  E/a.  Collector  of  bis  Majtfty**  Cuflem 
*  diFmlmutkt  $0  Extern  Nefeatt9  Efq*  dated  Falmouth*  July  24,  1797. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their 
Lordfhips,  that  the  Hmd  revenue  cutter,  ftationed  at  this  port,  Mr.  Murray 
lifting  commander,  hat  captured  and  lent  into  this  port  Llncroyahb 
rrench  privateer,  mounting  two  carriage  guns  and  twenty. one  men,  oflt 
ftoT  days  from  St.  Maloes ;  aJfo  retaken  the  Hoop  Three  Brothers,  Johi 
Collifon  mailer,  from  Neath,  laden  with  coals,  prize  to  the  faid  pmt- 
teer,  the  only  oapture  ihe  had  made  fince  fhe  had  left  St.  Maloes. 

I  am,  &c. 

S.  PELLftlT, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Auguft  i,  1 797, 

Admiralty  Office,  Augujl  i,  1797. 

THE  following  dtfpatcbes  have  been  received  at-  this  office  by  Eva* 
Ncp^an,  Efq. 

Sir,  Villf  de  Parts,  of 'Cadiz,  Jufy  J,   1797. 

I  DESIRE  you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiral- 
ty, that  the  Terpfichore,  with  the  Thunder  bomb,  having  a  detachment 
of  artillery  on  board,  and  the  Urchin  gun-boat,  from  Gibraltar,  joined 
on  the  22d  inftant ;  and  the  night  following  Rear-Admiral  Neifon,  hav- 
ing made  his  difpofitions,  the  bomb,  covered  by  the  gun-boat,  launches 
and  barges  of  the  fleet,  was  placed  near  the  tower  of  San  Sebaftian,  and 
fired  lb  me  (hells  into  the  town,  when  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  gun- 
boats and  launches  of  the  enemy  to  carry  her.  The  Rear- Admiral,  whe 
is  always  preient  in  the  moll  arduous  enterprifes,  with  the  affiftanceof 
fome  other  barges,  boarded  and  carried  two  of  the  enemy's  gun- boats, 
and  a  ba*ge  launch  of  one  of  their  (hips  of  war,  with  the  corn* 
mandant  of  the  flotilla.  In  this  fliort  conflict,  eighteen  or  twenty 
Spaniards  were  killed,  the  commandant  and  feveral  wounded  j  he  had 
twenty  five  men  made  prifoners ;  the  reft  iwam  afliore. 

This  ipirired  action  was  performed  with  inconfiderable  lofs  on  outf 
parr,  as  per  enclofed.  The  launch  of  the  Ville  de  Paris  was  funk  by  a 
faking  (hot  from  the  enemy's  gun-boats ;  but  by  the  active,  intelligent 
fnmd  of  Captain  Troubridge^  got  up  yefterday  morning)  and  repaired 
on  board  the  CuUoden, 

Rear* 


Rear-Admirai  SelWf  adiom  fpeak  for  ft«rifelvt«;  Wpra1(fe'g$ 
mine  would  fall  very  fhort  of  his  merit. 

I  am,  §ir, 
Your  moil  obedient  humble  Servant, 

J.  JERVIS. 

P.  S.  The  enclofed  report  from  Rear-Admiral  Nelfon  has  juft 

reached  me* 

i 

Ev**N*f<a*f  Eff.     .       ..y  .       > 

■  k  • 

Rrf«r»  if  Killed  and  Wbunded  en  tie  Attack  0ftbe  Sfrm/h  {htn-Btatt,  tht 

Night  of  the  ^  of  July*  17^.    * 

Thefeu?,  five  wounded;  Irrefiitible,  one.  woui^dj  Scahorje}  *ne 
wounded;  Ville  dc  Paris,  five  wounded;  TrVinc* ' George,  ode  SiJJW^ 
live  wounded;  Diadem,  one  wounded;  Barfleur,  one  wounded;  Eg* 
rnout,  one  wounded. — Total,  one  killed,  twenty  wounded. 

Officers  wounded;— Seahorfe,  captain  £remgnt]er  flightly;  Ville.'  d* 

^  Paris,    lieutenant  William  Selby,    ditto;    0fao?em,  lieutenant  W'.  J. 

rjtowe,  ditto;  Prince  George,  lieutenant  Gregory  Grans*  ditto;  Ditto, 

"Mr.  R.  Topley,   midfliiprnan,  ditto?   Bftt^ftuiv  :M*.  Hugji  PeirSxi, 

matter's  mate;  Thci'eus,  John  Syhes,  odmi&tT'S  epufoain. 

^  J.;JER.VIS. 

.*:-■  SlK,  l   Thefens,  Jufy  4,  1797*  • 

IN  obedience  to  your  orders,  the  Thunderer  bomb  was  placed,  by 
the  good  management  of  Lieutenant  Gonrly,  her  prefent  commander, 
affifted  by  Mr.  Jackfon,  mailer  of  the  Ville  de  Parity  who  volunteered 
Bis  able  fervices,  within  $500  yards  of  the  walls  of  Cadiz,  and  the 
ihells  were  thrown 'from  her  with  much  precifion,  under  the  direction 
of  Lieutenant  Baynes  of  the  Royal  Artillery  ;.  but  unfortunately  it  was] 
foon  found  that  the  large  mortar  was  materially  injured  from  its  former 
fervices ;  I  therefore  judged  it  proper  to  order  her  to  return  under  the 
protection  of  the  Goliath,  Terpfichore,  and  Fox,  who  were  kept  under 
fail  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  who  fa  adive  fervices  I  feel  much  obliged. 

The  Spaniards  having  fe,nt  out  a  great  number  of  mortar  gun-boats 
and  armed  launches,  I,  directed  a  vigorous  attack  to  be  made  on  tliem, 
.  which  was  done  with  fuch  gallantry,  that  they  were  drove  and  puriued 
clofe  to  the  walls,  of  Cadiz,  and  mufl  have  fuffered  conliderable  lofs ;  and 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  two  mortar-boats  and  an  armed 
launch  remained  in  our  pofleifion. 

I  feel  myfelf  particularly  indebted  for  the  fuccefsful  termination  of 
this  conteft  to  the  gallantry  of  Captains  Fremantle  and  Miller,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  accompanied  me  in  my  barge,  and  to  my  Coxfwain,  John 
Sykes,  who,  in  defending  my  perfon,  is  moft  feverely  wounded,  a* 
was  Captain  Fremantle,  flightly,  in  the  attack :  and  my  praifes  are 
generally  due  to  every  officer  and  man,  fome  of  whom  I  law  behave  in 
the  moft  noble  manner,  and  I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  particu- 
larize them.  I  muft  alfo  beg  ro  be  permitted  to  expreis  my  admiration 
of  Don  Miguel  Tyrafon,  the  commander  of  the  gun-boats,  in  his  barge; 
he  laid  my  boat  alongfule,  and  his  refinance  was  fnch  as  to  honour  a 
brave  officer,  eighteen  of  the  twenty- fix  men  being  killed,  and  himfelf 
and  all  the  reft  wounded.    Not  having  a  correct  lift  of  the  killed  and 
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grounded,  X  am  only  tbtt,  that  t  believe  fix  are  lulled  and  two  hundred; 
tnd  twenty  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  ,to  be,  Sirf 
Your  moft  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

(Signed)  HORATIO  NELSON. 

Si?  John  Jtrvis%  K.  S. 


Coff  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  St.  Finctnt%  Commander  in  Chief  of  hit 

Maje/tfs  Shift  and  Pefelt  employed  on  tl*  Coaft  of  Portugal,  to  Evan 

.  •  Nofoam>  Efy.  daudyom  hoard  bis  Majrfl/t  Skip  FiUe  do  Paris,  of 

Cadi*tUybofJ*b  1797. 

Sit, 
I  ENCLOSE,  far  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commifiioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  letter*  I  have  lately  received  from  Captain  Elphinftone,  of 
hit  Majefty's  fliip  the  Hamadryad,  and  the  Honourable  Courtney  Boyle, 
commander  of  hit  Majefty's  Sup  the  Kangaroo,  relating  the  capture  of 
Ibme  of  the  enemy's  veflcli* 

My  Lot  p, 
,  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  my  paflagc 
from  Plymouth  (with  the  Boyne  tranfport  under  my  convoy),  hu 
Majefty'e  (loop  Kangaroo,  on  the  tad  infant,  lat.  46  deg.  aj  mtn.  N. 
long.  7  deg.  it  min.  W.  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  Surprue  French 
higger  privateer,  of  47  tons,  8  guns,  and  48  men ;  had  been  fix  days 
out  of  Crofic  (entrance  of  the  Loire),  and  made  no  capture. 

I  have  further  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  the  3d  inftant,  Cadiz 
bearing  E.  by  S.  diftance  17  leagues,  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  La 
Puriffima  Conception,  a  lugger,  fent  out  from  Cadiz  with  a  king's  officer 
and  nine  men,  under  orders  to  cruife  for  a  brig  from  the  Havannah, 
having  difpatches  for  her. 

I  am,  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  St.  Vincent.  BOYLE. 

Sit,  Hamadryad,  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  July  3,  1797. 

IN  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  to  fea  on  the  29th  of  June : 
light  airs  and  a  ftrong  current  fet  us  a  little  to  the  eaftward.  On  the  30th 
I  fell  in  with  two  xe becks,  one  of  which  we  took,  and  the  other,  which 
was  a  Spanifh  privateer,  we  drove  on  fhore ;  the  crew  of  the  latter  made 
their  efcape.  After  feeing  her  fafe  into  Gibraltar  yeiterday  morning,  1 
flretched  acrofs  to  Ceuta,  and  at  two  A%  M.  I  fell  in  with  and  captured 
L'A&eon  French  cutter  privateer,  of  fix  guns,  coppered,  and  thirty  men. 
I  have  anchored  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  putting  the  prifoners  on  board 
the  prifon  fliip,  and  getting  my  people  out  of  the  prize,  and  (hall  weigh 
again  in  a  few  hours. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
Admiral  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  K.  B.  THO.  ELPHINSTONE. 


Off 


*<    79    > 
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Cofy  of  another  Letter  firm  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent  to  Mr.  Kepta*%  dateof 
Vdlede  Paris,  off  Coding  the  10th  ofJulyy  1797. 

Sir,  ' 

I  DESIRE  you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi<? 
rally,  that  Rear-Admiral  Nelfon  ordered  a  fecond  bombardment  of 
Cadiz  on  the  night  of  the. 5th,  under  the  dire&ion  of  Captain  Bowen,  of 
the  Terpfiehore,  Captain  Miller,  of  the  Thefeus,  and  Captain  Waller,  of 
the  Emerald ;  and  appointed  MrV  JacVfbn,  matter  of  the  Ville  de  fttffa^ 
to  place  the  Thunderer,  Terror,  and  Strombolo ;  and  that  the  bom* 
hardment  produced  confidcrable  effc&  in  the  town,  and  among  the 
fhipping ;  ten  fail  of  the  line,  among  them  the.fhip*  catching,  the  flags 
of  Admirals  Mezzaredo  and  Gravina,  having  warped  out  of  the  range  of 
ihrll  with  much  precipitation  the  follow ing  morning;  and  it  Iswiffc 
great  fatisfa&ioa  1  inform  you,  thai  this  impbmrit'-iemce  was  efFe&ed 
with  very  lhtle  loft  00  our  fide,  as  per  enclolcd"  retdrn .  of,  kilted  and 
wounded.  The  Rear-Admiral  meditated  another  operation  on  the  night 
of  Saturday  the  8th,  under  his  owto  ditedion,  but  the  wind  blew  fo 
Stfong  down  the  Bay,  be  could  not  get  his  bom&'vefiels  up  to  the  point  of 
attack  in  time. 

Mr.  Horniey,  matter's  mate  of .  tjie  Sj&hqrie*  diftioguifhed  himfelf  la 
a  very  remarkable. manner.  <      - 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  and  Men -Belonging  to  tie  Squadron,  who  vara, 
killed  or  wounded  on  the  Night  of  the  yh  infant^  attending  the  Bomb 
Fejffeisf  and  attacking  the  Spanijb  Gun' Boats.  ;    :      ■ 

"ViAory,  W.Cuming  commander,  one  officer  wounded ;•  Blenheim, 
W.  bowen  commander,  one  feaman  killed;  Thefeus,  R.  W.  Miller 
commander,  one  feamen  killed,  two  officers,  five  marines  or  foldiers, 
wounded;  Colloden,  T.  Troubridge  commander,  one  feaman  killed, 
two  Jeamen  wounded;  Irrefiitible,  G.  Ma: tin  commander,  one  fea- 
man wounded;  Audacious,  D.  Gould  commander,  one  officer,  three 
feamen  wounded;  Seahorfe,  T.  F.  Fremantle  commander,  one' office* 
wounded. 

Officers  wounded.— Vi&ory,  lieutenant  Collin?,  much  bruifed; 
Thefeus,  John  Oldfield,  captain  of  marines ;  ditto,  John'  Coltier, 
midshipman;  Audacious,  ■  ■  ■■  Stephenfon,  ditto;  Seahorfe,  John 
Hornfey,  adting  lieutenant. 

J,  JERVIS. 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Auguft  $,  1797. 
Admiralty  Office^  Au^ttfi  5,   1797* 

Copies  of  two  Letters  fro>n.  Rear-Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majejiy*s  Ships  and  Fejfels  at  the  Leeward  IJl«nds%  to  Evan  Nepean% 
Efq.  dated  Prince  of  Waies,  Fort  Royal  Bay%  Martinique^  June  21* 

1797-  .  . 

Sir, 
Bfc  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiflloncrs  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
twWuaut  Kvynoids,  cwiimanding  Ins  luajeily'a  (loop  Zephyr,  fell  in 

S  *^ 
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and  captured,  the  18th  inftanr,  .off  Dominica,  £e  Vengeur  dc9 
Trances,  French  privateer,  belonging  to  Guadaloupc,  of  four  guns  ant 
thirty-five  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY, 

* 

Sit, 

BE  pfatfed  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiflioncrs  of  the  Admiralty 
that  his  Majefty's  wip  Tamer  hai  captured  the  following  piuatccr 
fthooners  belonging  to  Guadeloupe : 

La  Jaloufe,  of  4  guns  and  45  n.en,  the  aad  of  May,  off  Antigua. 

La  Galatee,  of  8  guns  and  §5  men,  the  28th  of  May,  off  Ai>ngua* 

La  Heuieufe,  of  a  ffuns  and  26  n;en,  the  10th  of  June,  off  Martinique. 

The  two  former  Captain  Martin  lent  to  Antigua,  the  latter  to  ihii 
island*  1  have  ttw  honour  to  be,  &c. 

.  HENkY  HARYEY. 


JdMir*ky-OfiUe%  Augvfi  5,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Henry  Wray%  Commander  of  bis  Jfajtf/t 
Sloop  Seagull,  to  Evan  JNepean9  Efq.  dated  July  23,   1797*  at  Sea* 

Sir, 
YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lordfhips,  that  after  a  chafe  of 
x  three  hjurs,  Chriftianfand  bearing  N.  by/VV.  ten  or  eleven  Vagues, 
the  King  George  cutter  in  company,  1  captured  the  Oaprain  Tr.urot,  a 
froall  French  cutter  privateer,  carrying  two  brais  fix.  pounders,  four 
fwivels,  aod  twenty-two  men.  She  h?.<l  taken  on  this  coaft  the  fliip 
Tom,  of  Liverpool,  from  Riga,  wiih  timber,  and  ttie  brig  Bachelor, 
of  Saltcoats,  in  Scotland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  WRAY. 


p  »  '  ■  m 


Admiralty  Office  %  Auguft  5,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kin^Tmill^  Commander  in  Cfitef  tf 
his  Majefty's  Ships  and  VeJTels  at  One,  to  h.van  Neptan,  Efa,  aatti 
UEngageante%  Cork  Harbour,  July  25,    1797. 

Sir, 
PLEASE  to  inrorm  my  lords  Commiilioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
having  intelligence  of  a  Una  1 1  privateer  being  oft  Bally  Co'ton,  I  fentout 
Lieuten.int  Pulling,  in  the  Mary  revtn.ie  cutter,  in  quit  of  her,  and 
in  a  few  hours  he  fell  in  with  the  Beiesf>rd  revenue  hng,  coming  from 
Waterford,  juft  as  (he  had  captured  the  t.iid  private  it,  a  chaflTe  marce, 
Banud  L' Acheron,  of  28  ton-,  out  or  vlor  aix,  carrying  one  carronadt 
■€fght- pounder  and  (ix  fwivels  anj  forty  men.  She  is  juft  arrived  hcrv 
Md  had  taken  three  veflels,  all  01  whica  i  underftand  are  recaptured. 

I  have,  Sec. 

R.  KINGSMILt* 


Aim* 


<  I*  y 

Admiralty  OJke,  Auguft  J,  1797. 

MxtraS  of  a  Letter  from  Pice- Admiral  King/mill,  CommanaSr  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefty\s  Ships  and  Ffjfels  at  Cork^  to  Evan  Nepean,  Rfa.  dated 
VEnga^etmte,  Cork  Harbour ',  Jufy  29,  1797. 

PLEASE  to  inform  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  thaf 
his  MajeftyV  (hip  Doris  arrived  here  yefterday  with  a  fine  grip  privateer, 
of  twenty*two  guns,  ihe  has  captured.  Encloicd  is  Lord  Ranclagh'f 
letter  to  me  on  the  fubjedh  <. 

Sir,  Boris^offthe  Old  Head  of  Kinfale,  July  a8,  1797,  t 

SINCE  my  laft,  informing  you  of  the  recapture  of  the  Santa  Patrqnia 
and  Noflra  Senora  da  Concucao,  two  valuable  Portugneze  Brazil  fhipsy 
I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  latitude.  47  deg.  42  min.  N.  lqngi-  ^ 
tude  9  deg.  57  min.  Weft,  I  chafed  and  captured  Le  Puguai  Troutn,  a  * 
French  flnp  of  twenty  fix-pounders  and  two  twelve-pounders,  manned 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty- feven  men,  out  four  days  from  Nantes*  . 
-and  had  taken  nothing ;  as  ufual,  the  guns  were  thrown  overboard* 
JLe  Duguat  Trouin  is  a  remarkable  fine  and  faft-failing  veflcL .  On  he^  '. 
Jaft  cruize  flie  took  the  Sandwich  packet  of  Falmouth. 

I  am,  &c 
rice- Admiral  Kintfmill,  fcV.  RANELAGH* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Auguft  14,  1797. 

DISPATCHES,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  have  been  this 
day  received  by  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  fecretaries  of  (late,  from  Lieutenant-General  Simcoe, 
commanding  his  Mayfly's  troops  in  the  iflandofSt.  Domingo. 

Jtix  tR*  Port-au-Prince^  June  20,  1797. 

IcBo  myfelf  the  honour  of  iricloOng  Brigadier-General  Churchill's, 
report  of  the  attack  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  Grand  Anfo,  and  the  re- 
puife  they  met  with  in  that  quarter. 

The  Brigadier- General  acknowledges,  in  the  (Iron ge ft  manner,  the 
-Important  lervices  which  Caprain  Ricketts,  of  the  Magicienne,  with  the 
jquadron  under  his  command,  effected  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  veflels 
of  the  enemy  in  Caicalle  Bay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  J,  G.  SIMCOE 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Dnndas9  &V.  feV.  &fc. 

Sia,  Jcremie,  April 30,  1797* 

THE  republican  General  Rigaud  thinking  the  moment  favourable  ro 
make  a  fecund  attempt  on  Irois,  collected  his  very  bed  troops,  to  the 
amount  of  1200  men:  on  the  night  of  the  20th  of  April,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  they  attempted  to  ft o ran  the  fort,  in  which  were  only  at  the  time 
live  and  twenty  of  the  17  th -infantry,  with  their  officers,  commanded  by 
juietiteaant  Talbot,  of  the  82d  regiment,  and  about  twenty  colonial 
artityery-men,  commanded  by  Captain  Briieil.  The  attack  was  one  of 
the  molt  formidable  aud  determined  I  ever  heard  of,  they  returning  to 
*  Vol.  VI.  i,  th^ 
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the  charge  three  fcveral  times  witli  fuch  increafed  vigour*  that  inany  el 
them  were  killed  in  the"  fort ;  but,;  to  the  immortal* honour  of  its  brave 
defenders,  they  were  repulfed  with  equal  courage  and  intrepidity,  which 
gave  time  to  Colonel  Dagrefs,  .with  350  men  or  Prince  Edward's  black 
chafleufs,  to  gain  the  fort  from  the  Bourg  belpw,  from  whence,  indeed, 
they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  wny.  This  reinforcement  faved  the  place, 
lor  it  would  have  been   impoifible  for  the  Englifh  and  cannoneers  to 
have  flood  much  longer  the  perfevering  and  reiterated  attacks-  of  the 
moft  daring  and  defperate  enemy,  which  never  ceafed  until  morning; 
when  they  » tired  (leaving  the  fort  furrounded  with  their  dead)  to  a 
higher  ground,  where  they  made  a  ftand*  in  fpite  of  a  fortie  that  was 
immediately  made  with  fome  advantage.     Here  they  continued  tiir  the 
**d  inftant,  when  they  made  an  incurfion  into  the  interior  of  .our  cor- 
don!   took  and  burnt  the  Bourg  Dance  Marie,  and  made  an  attack 
upon  the  fort  of  L'Iflot,  from  whence  they  were  driven  with  grea 
loft*   In  the  mean  time  they  were  making  every  difpofition  for  a  regular 
liege  of  Irois,  when,  fortunately,  the  Magicienne  frigater attacked  their 
fmall  fleet  in  the  Bay  des  Carcafles,  funk  three  of  their  barges,  and 
took  two  fchooners,  all  loaded  with  cannon  and  military  ftores  for  the 
fiege.     The  loft,   in  their  various  attacks,  is  generally  eft i mated  at 
zooo  men  ;  it  cannot  be  lefs  than  8co  ;  before  Irois  alone  were  fourid 
upwards  of  200  bodies,  among  whom  were  many  whites  and  mulattoes. 
Our  lofs  was  trifling  indeed,  confiding  only  of  three  privates  killed; 
but  I  have  to  lament  Lieutenant  Talbot,  of -tie  82d  regiment,  an  officer 
of  the  mod  extraordinary  bravery  and  good  conduit,  and  Lieutenant 
Colville,  of  the  black  chafTeurs,  the  only  perfons  wounded  and  fince 
dead.     My  moil  plcafing  talk,  Sir,  is  to  bear  teflimony  of  the  courage, 
alacrity,  and  fpint,  with  which  all  the  troops  diilinguifhed  themfelve* 
j©  the  various  combats,  particularly  Monf.  de  Brueil,  commanding  the 
artillery,  whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  favour  and  pro- 
tection.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         GEO.  CHURCHILL,  Brig.  Gent 
Lieut*  Gnu  SimMf*  •■ 


Sir,  •  Port~au*Prmcr%  Jane  20,  1797. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that  on  various  conk- 
derations  of  great  military  importance,  I  determined  to  repoflefs  myfelf 
of  the  poll  of  Mirebalais :  in  confecniencc,  1  collected  the  forces,  and 
calling  Erigndier-Genciv.l  Churchill  from  the  Grand  Anfe,  gave  him 
the  command,  with  directions  to  execute  a  plan  that  Colonel  La  Pointe, 
from  whom  I  have  experienced  the  moft  friendly  and  active  afiiftance, 
had  ably  digefted. 

The  Brigadier-General's  letter,  which  I  beg  permirlion  to  indofc,  will 
, inform  you  of  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition ;   but  I  have  to  regret,  that, 
from  fome  delay  of  the  columns,  they  did  not  move  with  that  exactitude 
and  concert  I  had  hoped,  by  whxlicircumfiance  a  conliderable  object  of 
the  expedition  failed  of  fuccefs ;  for  it  was  my  intention  to  accord  the  pro- 
"  tection  of  his  Majcftyfs  arms,  in  the  bed  manner  poffible,  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  thcie"  diftricts,    by  directing  the  troops,   in  their  different 
ro  :tes,  to  march  with  a  fecrecy  and  rapidity  that  might  infure,  on  all 
fides,  the  furprifal  of  the  enemy,  compel  them  to  a  hafty  retreat,  and", 
.  driving  them  before  themv  miglit  rjre vent  thslr  having  an- oppoiainitj 
'  -  '  ot 
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<ng  the  plantations,  as  had  recently  happened  at  Jeremie,"or 
ving  off  the  negroes  and  property  beyond  the  Artibonite,  at 
iwollen  by  the  rainy  feaibn,  as  to  render  any  paflage  over 
precarious.    But  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  h> 
Depeftre,  who  commands  in  that  quarter,  that  many 
efcaffe  and  return  to  their  plantations  ;  many  were ' 
r  learn  with  pleafure,  that  the  enemy  had  not  the' 
•e  the  coffee  from  the  plantations  in  the  Grand' 
.g  into  Port-au-Prince, 
on  their  march  to  their  defined  cantonments  m 
uins,  to  protect  St.  Marc's  from  an  attack  preparing 

kw  waives,  I  received  information  of  that  town's  being,  be- 

^  greater  part  of  the  army  affembled  under  the  command- 

L^  *  Churchill,  by  forced  marches,  proceeded  to  its  affiftance  ; 

die  retaking  the  Mirebalais  was  unexpected  by  the  enemy,  it  had 
jnly  a  tendency  to  difconqert  their  meafures,  but,  as  I  had  forefeen," 
^ave  me  an  opportunity  of  fending  a  confiderable  detachment  by  fea 
from  the  plain  of  the  Cul  de  Sac  to  the  immediate  affiftance  of  St. 
Marc's,  without  hazard. 

'At  the  fame  time,  Colonel  the  Count  de  Rouvray,  with  a  detachment 
of  300  men,  was  detached  to  ftrike  at  a  camp  of  the  Brigands  in  the* 
*  mountains  on  the  fide  of  Leogane.  The  energy  and  activity  of  this 
officer  overcame  the  difficulties  of  the  fituation  ;  he  effectually  burned 
the  camp,  and  beat  the  enemy  from  their  feveral  polls,  killing  between 
forty  and  fifty ;  and  he  returned  to  Grenierwith  the  lofs  of  two  men 
killed  and  feven  wounded. 

The  enemy,  having  attacked  and  carried  -Tome  of  the  out -potts  of  St. 
Marc,  began  the  fiege  of  this  important  place,  but  were  fortunately 
driven  from  before  it  with  very  confiderable  lofs.  In  the  fuccefsful  de* 
fence  qf  St.  Marc,  the  undaunted  and  active  courage,  and  the  military 
conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Cocherell,  have  merited  my  fullett  appro- 
bation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmoft  refpedt,  &c. 

J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Sir,  -Jil/rel ala is,  June  2,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  after  giving  previous  or- 
ders to  Colonel  Deflburces  to  proceed  with  his  column,  in  the  morning 
of  the  30th  ult.  to  his  deftined  poft  of  La  Selle,  where,  according  to 
your  Excellency's  inftructions,  he  was  enabled  to  take  pott,  I  moved 
forward  with  the  centre,  column,  under  Colonel  Depeftre.  We  arrived^ 
after  two  very  hot  days  march,  at  Port  Mitchell,  not  quite  completed,' 
anu  xcupied  by  about  fifty  of  the  enemy,  who  retired  on  our  approach. 
In  thi  evening  we  difcovered  a  column  of  troops  defcending  the  hills 
on  our  i^ft,  where  thejr  encamped.  A  detachment  of  cavalry  was  im- 
mediately **;nt  to  reconnoitre  them ;  they  proved  to  be  Colonel  Def- 
fource's  column.  This  officer  was  unable,  from  the  badnefs  of  the 
roads,  and  the  heavy  rains  which  we  have  had  every  evening,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  place  of  his  deftination:  he  therefore,  in«.a  very  proper 
and  foldier-like  manner,  marched  and  joined  us,  which,  in  fome  mea- 
ikire,  defeated  your  original  plan  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  retreat  by 
La  Selie ;  but  I  cannot  help  deeming  this  junction  rather  a  fortunate  cir- 
,,.  -  L  z  v  0  cumftance,    ^ 
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jspmlf  ance,  at  it  enabled  us  fo  drive  the  enemy  from  a  very  advantageous 
pofitfon  they  had  taken  the  next  day,  to  difputeour  pafTage,  which, 
from  their  hiperiority  of  numbers  (about  1200  men,  with  three  pieces 
of  cannon);  muft,  in  all  probability,  have  coil  us  a  number  of  valuable 
Eves  to  have  carried ;  but  this  additional  ftrength  gave  us  an  eafy  vic- 
tory, for  no  (boner  did  they  perceive  a  detachment  of  in  fen  try  and  ca» 
valry,  which  I  fent  to  gain  the  heights  and  turn  their  right  flank,  than 
they  immediately  fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  with  fuch  precipita- 
tion, that  though  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter,  with  the  detachments  of 
the  14th,  1 8th,  and  21ft  lfritifh  light  dragoons,  purfued  them  with  that 
alacrity  and  fpirit  which  has  ever  cnftinguiflied  him,  he  could  only  come 
up  with  a  rtry  few.  He  fucceeded,  however,  in  driving  a  great  many 
into  the  river  Artibonite,  rrroft  of  whom  perifhed ;  and  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  two  of  their  guns,  with  their  ammunition,  mule4 
&c.  &c. :  the  third  was  mod  probabty  loft  in  the  river,  the  carriage  being 
left  behind.  We  found  the  Jbrt  in  the  Bourg  of  Mirebalais  as  perfect  as 
it  ever  had  been,  and  in  no  manner  deftroyed. 

We  did  not  fee -Colonel  Bazil  and  his  column  till  near  an  hour  after 

'we  were  in  pofleflion  of  Mirebalais;    he  was,  however,  at  the  place 

appointed,  and,  had  the  enemy  made  any  ftand,  would  have  fallen  on 

their  rear,  and  have  enabled  us,  no  doubt,  to  have  given  a  better  ao 

count  of  them. 

Although  the  action,  from  the  rapid  retreat  of  the  enemy,  was  very 
fhort,  yet,  Sir,  I  have  the  fatisfaction  to  inform  you,  time  enough  tfilt 
given  to  evince  as  much  alacrity  and  fpirit  to  enter  it,  both  in  the  offioeti 
and  men,  as  I  ever  remember  to  have  witoefTed. 

I  enclofe  a  return  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition  found  in  the  fort 
of  Mirebalais ;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  re* 
pofleflion  of  this  important  poft  -and  diftricl  was  eflfc&ed  without  \d% 
One  ferjeant  and  one  private  of  the  dragoons  being  all  our  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GEO,  CHURCHILL,  Brig.  Gen. 

Lieut,  Gen.  Simcoe,  feV. 

Return  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  taken  in  the  Fort  of  Mirebalais^ 

on  the  id  of  June^  1797. 

Two  French  eight  pounders,  badly  fpiked,  fince  unfpiked,  and  ren- 
dered ferviceable. 

Two  fix-  pounders,  ferviceable. 

Two  two- pounders,  ditto. 

A  large  proportion  of  (hot  for  the  above  ordnance  of  every  defcrip- 
tioti ;  the;  ammunition  not  afcertained,  b\\t  it  is  ftated  to  be  damaged. 

GEORGE  CHURCHILL,  Brig.  Gen. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Aug.  22,  1797. 
Admiralty  Office^  Aug,  22,   1797. 

r 

JlxtraB  of  a  Let}er  from  Captain  James  Boorder,  Comthander  of  bis 
J&ajeflys  Sloop  Efpiegle,  to  Evan  Netean^  Efq.  dated  in  Yarmouth 
XoadsKt/je20t/jofAuguJ?9i]<)j. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  for  the  in  for  mat  ton  of  tpy 
.hords  C0Uirni(tio(n'ers  #  tjte  Admiralty,  that,  agreeably  to  my  orders  from 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Duncan  of  the  itth  inftant,  I  Was  proceeding- for  Yarmouth 
Roads $  on  the  13th,  at  fix  P-  M.  Yarmouth  bearing  W.  S.  W.  diftanct 
fcventy  miles,  we  fell  in  with-a  French  brig  privateer,  and  which,  after 
a  cbaie  of  twenty-four. hours  (running. upwards  of  197  miles),  wi 
came  within  piftol  mot  of  her.  After  firing  one  broadfide  at  her,  (he 
ftruck  to  his  Majefty's  floop  under  my  command  ;  the  captain  and  firft 
lieutenant  were  killed,  and  two  men  wounded ;  I  am  happy  to  lay,  I 
had  only  one  man  {lightly  hurt  in  the  head.  * 

She  proves  to  be  the  Prodigy,  from  Dunkirk,  out  »8  davs ;  had  mad* 
no  captures;  pierced  for  18  guns,  mounting  14,  and  had  on  board  87 
men. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  well ;  and  I  am  confident,  from  their 
cool  and  fteady  conduct,  that,  had  the  chafe  been  fuperior,  we  mould 
Jtave  given  a  good  account  of  her. 
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Admiralty  Office,  Aug.  23,  1 797. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Peyton,  Commander  in-  Chief  of  his  Ma- 

•  jefty's  Ships  and  Vejfels  in  the  bovms,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efy*  dated  on, 
hoard  the  Overyffiel,  the  %\Jt  of  Auguft,  1797, 

tSia, 

•  ENCLOSED  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Mr« 
'George   Broad,   commanding  his  Majefly's  hired  lugger  Refolution, 

ftating  his  having  capured  a  French  lugger  privateer,  of  ten  guns  (only 
Jour  of  which  were  mounted),  and  thirty-four  men,  named  the  Re- 
venge.   I  ami  &c  &c, 

(Signed),  JOSEPH  ? EYTbtt 

Si  a,  Refolution  Lugger,  at  Sea,  Aug.  21,  :  797. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint. you,  that  on  the  toth  mftant,  Oftend  bearing 
S.  $.  E,  about  fix  or  feven  leagues,  I  obferved  his  Mzjdky'i  mini 
Ariadne  and  Plover  in  chafe  of  a  lugger,  in  theN,  W^afyarteri  -with 
fignals  flying  of  the  chafe  being  an  enemy ;  upon  which  I  made  all  pofr 
fible  fail  after  her  I  could,  and  in  about  two  houft^  came  op  with  and 
captured  her.  She  proves  to  be  the  Revenge  French  lugger  privateer* 
carrying  ten  .carriage  guns,  two  and  three  pounders,  but  only  four 
mounted  (the  reft  being  in  the  hold),  and  manned  with  .thirty-four  men* 
one  of  whom  was  wounded  by  exchange;  of  (hot  during  ;tbe  chafe,  .  Shcv 
had  been  out  two  days  from  Dunkirk,  but  had  made  no  captures.  I 
am,  &c*  &c,  .  . 

(Signed)  GStt^^p^Et^ 

Admiral  Peyton,  &W  bfc. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZpTTJ*  Juqguft*$#  1797- 

Admiralty  Office,  AugtJIvb,  1797. 

JZttraR  of  a  Letter  from  Qaptain  John  Matthews,  Commander  ^f  Mf 
MajeftyV  Ship  Maid/lone,  to  Evan  Nepean,  £fp  dated  CatltfU  Bay, 
JBarfadoes,  the  *%tbef  Jin*,  1797.  'm 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for  t*be  information  of  tnv  lords  Com* 
thifflonirs  of  the  Adfnfratty,  ^at  I  TtrrtreJ  in  ttts  bay'  0i  rtm  *ffc 


X    «  J, 

firfhnt,  rafter  a  long  and  very  tedious  pottage  of  fifty-three  days,  from 
frinces,  with  all  $e  convoy  under  my  charge,  and  a  privateer  brig  of 
twelve  guns  and  104  men,  called  the  Flibuftier,  commanded  by  Antoine 
Fuct,  with  a  national  commiifion  figned  Victor Hugue,  which  veflcl  I 
captured  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  inftant,  about  ninety  leagues  to 
the  windward  of  Barbadoes.  Another  privateer  hovered  upon  the  rear 
of,  the  convoy  the  night  before  my  arrival,  but  we  loft  fight  of  her  aU 
xnoft  as  foon  as  difcovered.  The  veflel  is  Englifh  built,  fails  remarkably 
well,  and  has  Very  much  annoyed  the  trade  to  fiarbadoes ;  the  capture 
^f  her,  therefore,  has  given  me  a  very  feniible  pleafure,  and  afforded 
much  fatisfaclion  to  the  merchants. 
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Admiralty  Office,  A uguft  26 ,  1797* 

Koby  of  a  Letter  front  Captain  A.  S.  Burrows,  Commander  of  bis  Mnjefifs 
*  Shit' Roebuck,  to  Evan  Nrpean,  Efa.  dattd  Roebuck,  Barbadoes,  tbi 
?   7th  of  July,  1797.  .. 

Sir, 

AS  it  is  uncertain  how  foon  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating with  the  commander  in  chief  on  this  (tatioir,  I  beg  leave  to 
tranfmit  the  following  extract  from  my  letter  to  him,  of  this  date,  kt 
the  information  of  my  Lords  Comminloners.  •  I  am,  &c,  ( 

Roebuck,  Barbados,  July  7,  1 797.  , 

YESTERDAY  morning  we  faw  a  (loop  about  twenty  leagues  to 
windward  of  the  ifland,  which,  after  p  chafe  of  nine  hours,  we  had  the 
good  fortune  to  capture,  about  feven  leagues  due  North  from  this.  She 
proves  to  be  Le  Batave,  of  twelve  guns  and  fifty-four  men,  Citizen  Jean 
Boze  commander,  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Republic,  and  fitted  at  Cu- 
racoa ;  (lie  had  been- out  five  weeks,  bat  had  not  made  a  capture,  and, 
when  we  took  her,  had  on  board  provifions  and  flores  for  three  months. 
Her  ill  fuccefs  furprifes  me  much,  as  flie  is  the  faftefi  failer  of  her  kind 
lever  met  with. ' 

(Signed)        A.  S.  BURROWS. 


...      From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Auguft  29,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  Auguft  vq,   1 797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kingfmill,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majcfty's  Ships  and  Vejfels  on  the  Coajl  of  Ireland,  to  Evan  Ne- 
pean,  Efa.  dated  on  board  the  Engageante,  in  Cork  Harbour,  Auguft  21, 

,v."1797'         -   . 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfa&ion  of  tranfmitting  herein,  for  the  information 

of  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  from  the  Hon. 

Captain  DeCourcy}  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Magnanime,  giving  an  ap, 

'   ■'  -  '         count 


M'7  ) 

fount  of  biV  farther  futteft  in  capturing  a  Frc4icfr1cTk>olDeY  Jpflvated| 
and  retaking  one '  of  our  Jamaica  (Trips,  the  Profperity,  of  Londoni 
which  that  piivateer  had  made  prize  of.  - 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

R.  KINGSMILL.' 

Si*,  Magnanimt,  Atsguft  15,  1797.* 

SINCE  my  departure  from  the  prizes,  as  fpoken  of  in  my  letter  of 
the  10th  inftant,  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  his  Majefty'g  (hip  under  raj 
command  to  faH  in  with  and  capture,  in  the  48th  degree  of  north- 
latitude,  and  in  the  13th  of  weftern  longitude,  Le  Tiercelet,  a  French, 
fchooner  privateer,  of  eight  guns,  ten  i'wivels,  and  forty-feven  men; 
together  with  the  Profpenty,  of  London,  which  the  privateer  had  cap- 
tured three  days  before,  on  her  homeward-bound  voyage  from  Jamaica. ; 

Le  Tiercelet,  which  is  copper-bottomed,  appears  to  have  failed  from 
Rochefort on  the  10th  of  July,  with  a  complement  of  fixty-eight  mei£ 
and  to  have  captured  in  the  courfe  of  her  cruife,  befides  the  Profpenty, 
as  mentioned  above,  the  Falcon  brig,  from  Trinity  I  flan  d,  bound  to 
Pool,  and  the  Friends,  a  fnow,  frorfi  Liverpool,  bound  to  Martinique. " 

After  giving  efcort  to  the  Proiperity  and'  Le  Tiercelet  as  far  as  the 
Irifli  coaft,  and  tranfmitting  to  the  commiflary's  charge  the  French  fea- 
men  which  are  now  on  board  his  Majefty's  (hip,  it  is  my  purpofe,  with- 
out delay,  to  proceed  to  the  further  execution  of  your  orders. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Vice- Admiral  KingfmiUl.  M.:  DE  COURC Y.  : 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  September  2,  1797, 

•  •     ■-     » 

Admiralty  Office*  September  2,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  "Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kingfmill,  Commander  iu  %  Chief  *f 
bis  Majefifs  Ships  and  VeJJcls  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland \  to  Rvan  Nepean9 
Efa.  dated  on  board  U  Engageaiitet  at  Cork,  the  2\\th  of  Augxift,  1797., 

•    •  •  *  ■    "k 

Sir,  ..-■■-. 

I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Com,tnif- 


mouth,  bound  to  Newfoundland,  both  of  which  lie  has  brought  in 
here*  .•'  .   ,  ■■  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  r 

R.  KINGSM1LL.  % 

Sir,   .  Penguin,  Cork  Harbour,  jiug.^  23^  1797.  ]' 

I  HAVE.the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  21ft  inftant,  in  lati- 
tude 48  deg.  io  mm.  north,  longitude  8  deg,  weft,  being  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  with  the  wind  eafterly,  blowing  hard,  at  half  paft  eightA.M. 
fyw  two  lail  a-heacj  {landing  towards,  us,  wirti  every  appearance  of  being 
cruifers.     At  half  paft  nine,  having  weathered  us  about  .a  mile,  they 


(    81    ) 

pely,  Ipepkif  under  thar  Ice,  wJt|i  a  conftaut  fine  at  both* .  At  three 
quarter?  pail  nine  the  fternmoft  ftruck,  add  hove-to,  but  the  fe*  running 
too  high  to  take  immediately  pofFeffion  of  her9  and  finding  the  other  of 
much  more  confeauence,  who  was  making  every  endeavour  to  efcape,  I 
cpatinued  the  pursuit, when,  after  an  hour  and  forty  minutes  running  fire, 
having  (hot  away  her  main-top-maft,  (he  ftruck,  and  at  nine  took  pof- 
feffion  of  her :  found  bar  to  be  L'Oifeau  French  privateer,  of  eighteen 
cuds  (pierced  for  twenty),  fixteen  nine-pounders,  and  two  Jong  French 
twelves,  with  i  id  men  on  board.  .  At  half  pad  meridian  wore,  and  made 
fail  after  the  otner,  who  by  this  time  was  nearly  out  of  fight,  endea- 
vouring to  get  off.  At  four  brought  her  to,  and  took  poiTeffiorr,  finding 
her  to  dc.  the  Exprefs,  of  Dartmouth,  prize  to  L'Oifeau,  formerly 
L'Appocrate  French  privateer,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  taken  a  few 
months  ago*  , 

L'Oifeau  is  quite  new  built  for  a  corvette,  launched  in  June  laft,  and 
coppered ;  her  length  of  keel  feventy-three  feet,  of  gun-deck  eighty* 
feven  feet,  and  breadth  of  beam  twenty-five  feet :  her  firft  cruife  from 
Naptz,  out  thirty- four  days,  and  had  taken  two  other  veflels.  She  had 
been  chafed  five  times  before  by  his  Majefiy's  frigates,  but  always  main- 
tained a  decided  fuperiority  of  failing ;  fpares  the  Penguin  at  lead  one- 
third  of  her  canvas ;  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  their  diforder  and 
high  fea  for  our  fuccefs.    £he  had  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded. 

I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  warmed  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  my 
firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  George  Neat  Tremblett,  with  every  officer  and 
man  in  his  Majefiy's  (loop  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  for  their 
zeal  and  fteady  exertion  during  the  chafe,  working  the  guns  knee-high  ii^ 
water  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  an  half,  earring  a  great  prefs  jOf  fail, 
with  a  heavy  fea  making  fair  breaches  conftantly  over  us,     I  am,  &c. 

tlce-Admiral  Ki»gfmill>  tsk.  J.  K.  PULLING. 


Admiralty  Office ',  September  2,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kingfmilly  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Veffels  at  Corky  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  his  Majefiy's  Sfrip  V 'Engageantef  in  Cork  Harbour,  Augufi  25, 

2  797- 

Sir, 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  his 
Majefiy's  fhip  Dryad  has  captured  and  lent  in  a  French  brig  privateer  of 
fourteen  guns  ;  further  particulars  of  which  will  ba  feen  in  the  accom- 
panying letter  to  me  from  Lord  Amelius  Beauclerk,  which  1  requeft 
may  be  laid  before  their  Lord  (hips.     I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

R.  K1NGSMILL. 

Si»,  Dryad,  at  $ea9  Augmfl  19,.  1797. 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Conv 

mi  (Turners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  at  five  P.  M.  in  lat.  45  deg.  long. 

jiz  deg.  we  cam*  »p  with  and  captured  VEclair,  French  brig  privateer, 

mounting 


mounting  ten, four-pounders  and  four  eight- pounders,,  w|th  i^  men  ; 
failed  from  LJOrient  on  the  nth  infant,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing. 

I  am,  fee, 
>   Tice- Admiral  King/mitt,  tec.  A.  BEAUCLERK..." 


Admiralty  Office%  September  2,  1 797. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  f rem  Captain  Pafne,  Commander  efbis  Majefty's  Ship 
Impetveux,  to  Evan  Nepean9  Efa  dated  in  Caw/and  Bay,  the  %%th  ef 
Amgu/i^tj^. 

ON  the  23d  of  laft  month  we  chafed  a  lugger  and  brig,  both  of  which 
we  captured;  the  latter  being  an  American  veffel,  prize  to  the  former 

}' which  was  called  Petite  Chene),  a  French  privateer  of  four  guns  and 
mall  arms,  and  twenty- two  men.  The  privateer  was  manned  and  feat 
in  fliore  by  Captain  Stopford,  and  feized  two  polacres  in  Muros  Bay, 
which  were. deftroyed. 


Admiralty  Office,   September  2,  1797. 

■  * 

CAPTAIN  Waller,  of  his  Majefry's  (hip  .Emerald,  arrived  here 
yefterday  with  difpatches  from  Admiral  Lord  St.  Vincent  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Efcj.  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  of  which  the  following  are 

exti;acls:' 

Sir,  Ville  de  Paris^  tf  Cadiz,  Attgtf  ify  1 797. 

I  DESIRE  you  wUl  acquaint  the  Lords  Cojuraiffioners  of  the Adp$- 
raltr,  that  I  detached  Rear-Admiral  Nelfonf  and  the  fquadron  named 
in  the  margin  *,  with  orders  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  town,  of  Santa 
Cruz,  in  the*  iffand  of  Teneriffe,  which,*  from  a  variety  of  intelligence, 
I  conceived  was  vulnerable.  On  Saturday  the  1  Jth  of  July  the  Rear- 
Admiral  parted  company,  and  on  Tuefday  the  18th,  the  Leander  having 
joined  from  Lifbon,  I  fent  her  after  the  Rear- Admiral,  under  inilruc- 
tions  left  by  him. 

The  Emerald  joined  yefterday,  with  the  enclofed  difpatch  and  reports 
from  the  Rear* Admiral ;  and  although  the  enterpWe  fta$  not  fucceeded, 
bis  Majefty's  arms  have  acquired  a  very  great  degree  6f  juftce :  nothing 
from "  my  pen  can  add  to  the  eulogy  the  Rear- Admiral  gtves  of  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  officers  and  men  employed  under,  him*  I  have  greatly  to 
lament  the  heavy .  lofs  the  country  has  fuftained  in  the  fevere  wound  of 
Rear-Admiral  Nelfon,  and  the  death  of  Captain  Richard  Bowen,  Lieu- 
tenant Gibfon,  and  the  other  brave  officers  and  men i  who  fell  in  this 
vigorous  and  perfevering  affaulu  '-'  ■      -:*  ' 

*.\\  The  mornent  the  Rear-Admiral  joins^  it  is  my  intention  to  fend  the 
ISeahorfe  to  England  with  him  ;*  the  wound  Captain  Frejpa&tle  has  re- 
ceive^ in  his  arm  alfb  requiring  change  *6f  clnriatt'j  *atHH*hope4hat 
bofli  of  them -Will- live  to  render  important  fervices  to  their  king  and 
country.  ^ 
"* :  f    1  am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  humbk  Servant,* *, 

i        .    '  -  *  ' 

-»   1  •     '  .   "  •  -    '■  •  ,  -  .     *   .  .... 

*   ' \  '  *  ■      »      *■    ••      .  .'      .      ; '  .  ."  ,    '»    .* . 

*  ThcfetH,  Cultefeij  Z«*1dus,  Scahorfc,  Emertd<U  Tcrfftcbxaic JFpx  X  tfr)  cutter*  ., 

Vot.VI,  M  Slit, 


k 


<    9°    > 

Sit,  Tiefeus,  off  Santd  Cruz,  Ju^tfy  1 797. 

IN  obedience  to  your  orders  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  on'the  town 
of  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe,  I  directed,  from  the  (hips 
under  rriy  command,  1000  men,  including  marines,  to  be  prepare^  for 
Janding,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Trowbridge,  of  his  Majeftv'9 
(hip  Culloden,  and  Captains  Hood,  Tbompfdn,  Fremantle,  Bowen, 
Miller,  and  Waller,  who  very  handfomely  volunteered  their  fervices ; 
and  although  lam  under  the  painful  necetfity  of  acquainting  you,  that 
'  we  have  not  been  able  to  fucceed  in  our  attack,  yet  it  is  my  duty  to  (late, 
that  I  believe  more  daring  intrepidity  never  was  (hown  than  by  the 
captains,  officers,  and  men,  you  did  me  the  honour  to  place  under  my 
command. 

Enclofed  I  tranfmit  to  you  a  lid  of  killed  and  wounded ;  and  amongft 
the  former  it  is  with  the  deepeft  forrow  I  have  to  place  the  name  of 
Captain  Richard  Bowen,  of  his  Majefly's  fliip  Terpfichorc,  than  whom 
a  more  enterprifing,  able,  and  gallant  officer,  does  not  grace  his  Mar 
jefty's  naval  fervice ;  3nd  with  great  regret  I  have  to  mention  the  lofs  of 
Lieutenant  John  Gibfon,  commander  of  the  Fox  cutter,  and  a  great 
number  of  gallant  officers  and  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  &c  &c.  HORATIO  NELSON. 

Lift  of  Killed^  Wounded,  Drowned,  and  Miffing,  of  his  Majefty's  Ships 
under  mentioned,  in  ftorming  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  IJland  of  Teneriffe,  on 
the  Nightsof  the  %^th  of  July,  1797. 

Tnefeus — 8  feamenv  4  marines,  killed ;  25  feamen  wounded ;  34  fi&- 
men  and  marines  drowned. 

Culloden — 1  feaman,  2  marines,  killed  ;  12  feamen,  6  marines,  wound- 
ed ;  36  feamen  and  marines  drowned. 

Zealous— 3  feamen,  2  marines,  killed  ;  19  feamen,  2  marines,  wounded. 

Leander— a  feamen,  5  marines,  killed ;  1  feaman,  4/  marines,  wounded ; 
1  marine  miffing. 

Seahorfe—2  feamen  killed ;  13  feamen,  1  marine,  wounded. 

Terpfichore — 8  feamen  killed  ;  9  feamen,  ft  marines,  wounded  ;  4  fea- 
men and  marines  miffing. 

Emerald — 5  feamen,  3  marines,  killed;  1 1  feamen  wounded ;  10  fea- 
men and  marines  drowned. 

Fox  cutter — 17  feamen  and  marines  drowned. 

Total — 28  feamen,  16  marines,  killed;  90  feamen,  15  marines,  wound- 
ed ;  97  feamen  and  marines  drowned  ;  5  feamen  and  marines  miffing. 

Officers  killed — Richard  Bowen,  captain  of  the  Terpfichore;  George 
Thorpe,  firft  lieutenant  of  ditto ;  John  Weatherhead,  lieutenant  of 
the  Thefeus ;  William  Earnfliaw,  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Leander; 
Raby  Robinfon,  lieutenant  of  marines,  of  ditto ;  Lieutenant  Bafliam, 
marines,  of  the  Emerald ;  Lieutenant  John  Gibfon,  of  the  Fox  cutter, 
drowned. 

Officers  <wounded — R ear- Admiral  Nelfon,  his  right  arm  fhot  off ;  Captain 
Thompfon,  of  the  Leander,  (lightly ;  Captain  Fremantle,  of  the  Sea- 
horfe,  in  the  arm ;  Lieutenant  J.  Douglas,  of  ditto,  in  the  hand  ;  Mr. 
Waits,  midftiipmao,  of  the  Zealous. 

HORATIO  NELSON. 

•From 


*      - 

'  From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  "September  5,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  September  5,  1797 \ 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Veffeis  at  the  Leeward  I/lands,  to  Evan  Nepean, 
Efq*  dated  Prince  of  Wales,  Fort  Royal  Say,  Martinique,  July  i6f 
1797.  . 

Sir, 

I  AM  forry  to  acquaint  yon,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfhips, 
that  the  Grantham  packet,  from  England  for  Jamaica,  was  captured 
by  a  privateer  fchooner  of  the  enemy,  of  fourteen  guns  and  120  men, 
the  2d  inftant,  about  fifty  leagues  to  the  windward  of  Barbadoes :  but 
I  have  alfo  to  beg  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that  fhe  was  re- 
taken the  4th  inftant,  to  windward  of  Defeada,  by  his  Majefty's  fhip 
Tamer,  and  that  the  above-mentioned  privateer  narrowly  efcaped  being 
taken  by  the  Tamer  at  the  fame  time,  having  been  obliged  to  throw 
their,  guns,  boars,  and  caflcs,  overboard,  by  which  means  they  got  into 
Guadeloupe.  .  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Harvey  to  Evan  Nepeanf  Efq^ 

dated  July  16,  1797. 
Sir, 

8E  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that  fincc  tranfmitting  my 
laft  dilpatches,  the  following  privateer  fchooners,  belonging  to  Guada- 
loupe,  have  been  captured  at  the  times,  and  by  his  Majefty's  {hips  and  . 
veflels  under  my  command,  againft  their  ieveral  names  exprefied  : 

Poiffon  Volante,  of  four  guns  and  thirty^eight  men,  captured  the  4th 

of  June,  1797,  off  Defeada,  by  the^Tamer,  Captain  Martin. 
Le  Barbarofle,  of  eight  guns  and  fixty-one  men,  captured  the  23d  of 

June,  1797,  off  Defeada,  by  the  Tamer,  Captain  Martin. 
Louis  Bonfoi,  of  four  guns  and  fixty-fix  men,  captured  the  9th  of  June, 

1797,  off  Barbuda,  by  the  Lapwing,  Captain  Barton. 
La  Legere,  of  fix  guns"  and  fifty  men,  captured  the  6th  of  July,  1797, 

off  Marigalante,  by  the  Zephyr,  commanded  by  Lieut.  G.  Reynolds. 
Le  Va  Tout/of  two  guns  and  thirty-two  men,  captured  the  8th  of  July,    ' 

1797,  off  Martinique,  by  the  Zephyr,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 

G,  Reynolds, 

]  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 


Admiralty  Office,  September  5,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Boorder,  of  his  Majeftys  Sloop  UEfpicgle, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  in  Tarmouth  Roads,  the  $tb  inftant. 

Sir, 

I  BEG  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lordfhips  of  my  arrival 
in  thefc  Roads  with  La  Vi&oire  French  lugger  privateer,  mounting  one 
tfcree-pounder,  d\c  fwivels,  and  carrying  twenty-two  men,  which  we 


(  9*  i 

tooVoff  the  Dutch  coaft  the  27th  of  Auguft,  after  a  chafe  of  two  hours, 
Borcum  Ifland  bearing  S.  W.  by  S.  diftance  five  leagues. 

The  above  lugger  belongs  to  Havre  de  Grace,  out  eight  days,  but 
had  not  made  any  captures. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.  &c. 

JAMES  BOORDER. 

1 
"JYom  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  September  9,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  Sept.  9,  1797. 

Extr*8  &fn  Letter  from  Flee-  Admiral  King/mill,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  3laiefty%s  Ships  and  FeJJels  on  she  Coaft  of  Ireland,  to  Eva* 
Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  the  Penguin,  Cork  Harbour,  the  $d  of 
September,  r797- 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
his  Aflajefty's  ihip  Doris  has  fent  in  a  Spanish  privateer  lugger,  of  four 
guns,  befides  fwivels  and  fmall  arms,  and  eighty-five  men,  El  Deere* 
ipente,  of  Bilboa,  which  (lie  captured  in  latitude  46  deg.  jo  mtn.  longi- 
tude 10  deg.  36  min.    This  privateer  had  taken  two  Damfh  vcflcis* 


Mxtra&ofa  Letter  from  Captain  Henry  Carets,  Comrnautkr  of  bis  Ho» 

jeftfs  Ship  Sivart,  to  Evan  'Septan,  Efy.  dated  in  Yarmouth  Roads, 
the  6th  of  September,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
*the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  12th  ultimo, 
at  nine  P.Tvl.  the  Fly  bearing  $.  W.  fix  leagues,  I  fell  in  with  and  cap- 
tured the  Goede  Venvayteng  floop  privateer,'of  eight  guns  and  twenfy- 
eight  men,  belonging  to  Amfterdam,  out  fifteen  weeks,  and  has  taken 
three  prizes. 


L 


ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Hart.  Commander  m 
Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  Port/mouth  and  Spitheaa\  to 
Evan  Kepean,  Efq.  dated  the  6th  of  September,  1797. 

YOU  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  from  Captain  Parker,  of  the 
Oreftes  floop,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  Le  Furet  French 
lugger  privateer. 

Sir,  Oreftes,  at  Sea,  September  4,  1797. 

YESTERDAY  evening,  Portland  bearing  N.  N.  W.  diftance  nine 
leagues,  1  faw  a  lugger  {landing  to  the  fouthward,  which  we  gave  chafe 
to  ;  it  coming  light  winds,  and  finding  die  gained  on  us,  I  manned  and 
armed  our  lix-oared  boat,  and  fent  the  mafter  or  the  Oreftes,  Mr. 
Crad'o  k,  in  cha  e  of  her,  who  captured  her,  and  brought  her  down 
to  the  brig  about  three  o'clock  this  morning;  ftie  proves  to  be  the  French 
lugger  \ nvarcer  Le  Furet,  commanded  by  Citizen  Vianfon,  manned 
with  fcver»reen  men,  armed  with  four  fwivels  and  fmall  arms ;  (he  has 
been  two  days  from  Cherbourg,  and  taken  nothing.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Admiral  Sir  Peter  ?arkerx  &c<  CHRJSTO? HER  PARKER. 

•    ^  Frofl 


t  <»  > 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  September  1$, 1797. 
Admiralty  Office,  September  16,  1797, 

ExtraMvf*  Letter  from  the  Right  Horn.  LonJ  BriJport,  K.B*Co*ma*der  in 
Chief  of  tbt  Channel  FUtt>  to  Eman  Nepea**  Efy.  Seereuny  jf  the 
Admiralty,  dated  on  hoard  his  Majoflfs  Ship  Rt&ol  George,  4*  T«ri*fr 
the  \$b  of  September,  1797* 

Sir, 

HEREWITH  you  wilt  receive  copies  of  letters,  with*  the  pape« 
therein  referred  to,  from  Commodore  Sir  John  Sorlafe  Warren,  wfcigh  I 
tranfmit  for  their  Lordfhips'  information.       I  am,  <te. 

£RIDEQRT. 

My  Lord,  La  JPomone,  at  Sea,  Aujnfi  i«,  17JJ7, 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
nth  inftantj  a  convoy  of -the  enemy,  with.aihtp  Qorvette,  a  brig  and 
fchooner  gun-boats,  two  <armed  luggers,  fev.eral  chaffe  marees  .and 
brigs,  were  difcovered  Handing  to  fea,<  out  of  the  Pertuis  de  Breton, 
from  Rochfort:  I  attempted  to  cut  tnem  off  or  deftray.thenj  with  La 
Pomone  and  Jafon,  who  attacked  a  fort,  in  order  to  cover  the  Sy^jtfi, 
Who  was  anchored  near  the  two  corvettes,  having  left  the  Triton  in 
chafe  to  windward.  The  enemy,  perceiving  our  intention,  anchored  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river  of  Sable  cPOlonne,  clofe  under*  the  fort,  the 
ihipxorvette  and  guntbpat  with  fprings  upon  thjeu\aauies. 

At  jeleven,  being  near  enough,  the  filing  commenced,  and  continued 
for  an  hour,  when  the  gun-boat  flipped  her  cabljas  to.  rim  op  fhois,  but 
funk  before  fhe  got  into  the  river,  near  the  fmall  veffels,  and  the  corvette 
remained  fail  a-ground,  but  deferted  by 'her  people  and  much  damaged. 
As  I  did  not  think  it  poffible  to  fet  her  on  fire  with  the  boats  of  the 
fquadron,  there  being  little  wind,  and  the  tide  of  flood  letting  us  upett 
the  coaft,  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  fouthward. 

I  have  the  fatisfa£tion  of  acquainting  your  Lordfhip,  that  it  has  oc- 
cafioned  a  delay"  for  fome  time,  or  the  eneniy*s  fupplies  arriving  at  Bre$, 
as  one  of  the  veiTels  is  deftroyed,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  otner  can  be 
repaired  fo  as  to  be  of  any  ufe  in  future. 

The  fhips  of  the  fquadron  have  fuftairted  very  trifling  damages.  A 
return  of  the  killed  and  wdunded  in  each  fhip"  is  enclofed. 

I  have  only  to  lament,  that  a  more  favourable  moment  did  not  pre- 
fent  itfelf  to  afford  the  officers  and  men  an  opportunity  of  diftinguilhmj 
themfelves ;  but  the  enemy  muft  have  fuffered  confiderablyr6n  board 
the  veflels  and  in  the  fort,  from  the  number  of  fhot  tbat'ftr.uck  them. 

Some  hot  {hot  were  fired  from  a  battery  of  five  guns,  which  fet  fire 
to  the  Sylph,  but  any  ill  effefts  were  prevented  by  the  exertions  of  the. 
officers  and  men  of  thatveffel,  who  cut  them. out,  an!d  behaved  other* 
wife  with  much  fpirit  and,  zeal.     I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip^  moft  obedfent'httnltye^fenrant, 

JOHN  WARWJN, 

f.  S.  Since  I  began  this. letter,. not  havin&an  opportunity  offending 
it  to  yoiir.Lordihip,  I  have,  received  iofoquatioa  from  three  \fiflcUwho 


U-, 
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had  left  Sable  d'Olonne  fubfequent  to  the  above  affair,  and  the  fob- 
lowing  k  the  refult  qf  thefe  reports : 

41  The  (hip  corvette  is  in  the  harbour!  but  fo  damaged  as  to  be  unfit 

for  fervice. 

"  The  gun-boat  remains  funk  and  deftroyed. 

"  The  enemy  loft  feveral  killed  and  wounded  in  the  two  veflels. 

44  In  the  fort  five  foldiers  were  killed  and  two  guns  difmounted,  and 
fome  wounded ;  two  or  three  houfes  much  Shattered. 

iC  We  were  off  Sable  d'Olonne  on  the  *6th,  and  law  the  fhip  in  the 
harbour." 

r 

An -Account  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  on  hoard  the  Ships  of  bis  Majeftys 
■.    Squadron  under  the  Orders  of  Commodore  Sir  JoBn  B.  (Varren%  K.  B%  on 
the  iitbofAuguft,  1797. 

La  Pomone— 1  feaman  killed ;  2  feamcn,  1  marine,  wounded. 

Jafon — None  killed  or  wounded. 

Sylph — z  petty  officer,  1  feaman,  killed ;  4  teamen  wounded. 

Names  of  the  Officer  and  Men  killed  and.  wounded. 

La  Pomone— Roderick  M«Kenzie,  feaman,  killed ;  Thomas  Singleton, 
Thomas  Williams,  feamen,  William  Flower,  marine,  wounded. 

Sylph—Mr.  Wrixen,  matter's  mate,  James  Mufquet,  feaman,  killed ; 
John  Shaw,  John  Sintpfon,  John  Pate,  Walter  Ward,  feamen,  wounded. 


(Signed)  JOHN  WARREN. 


Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport 

JLxtraB  of  another  Letter  frope  Commodore  Sir  John  B.  Warren^  jT.  B.  to 
the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Bridport)  dated  on  board  the  Pomone ,  at  Seoy  the 
%ldofAuguJly  1 797, 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  that  on  the  23d  inftant  I  chafed 
and  drove  upon  the  coafl  of  Ifle  Dieu,  L'Egalite  armed  chafle  maree, 
pi  four  fix-pounders  and  eight  fwivels,  and  which  we  afterwards  got  off. 

,  My  Lor  d,  La  Pomone,  at  *&•<*,  September  6,  1797. 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  that  I  continued  fleering  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Garonne,  and  on  the  27th  ultimo,  being  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  that  river,  a  number  of  veffels  were  feen  in  the  Couth-weft 
quarter.  I  made  the  fignal  for  a  general  chafe,  and  continued  until 
night,  when,  from  the  Triton  being  far  advanced  a- head,  and  the  Jafon 
to  windward,  the  (hips  kept  the  enemy  in  fight  after  the  approach  of 
night.  Owing  to  the  exertions  of  Captains  Gore  and  Stirling  five  of 
them  were  captured. 

At  two  A.Mr  being  near  the  fhore,  a  cutter  was  feen  at  anchor,  that  had 
accompanied  the  convoy,  and  one  of  the  boats  of  this  fhip  was  fent  to 
her  ;  but,  being  ordered  to  keep  off,  and  feeing  fhe  was  a  veflel  of  force, 
returned.  I  flood  in  after  her,  and  upon  our  firing  a  few  (hot,  one  of 
which  cut  away  "her  mall,  fhe  flipt  her  cable,  and  run  among  the  breakers 
upon  the  coafl  of  ArcafTon,  and  into  a  mofl  tremendous  furf  that  broke 
on  board  her,  and  mufl  have  ftove  her  to  pieces.  She  at  lafl  drove 
through,  and  1  fancy  feveral  of  her  crew  were  drowned,  aod  as  the 
tide  left  her,  flie  fell  over ;  the  remainder  of  the  men,  about  ninety  in 
"number,  got  on  fhore.  She  was  called  Le  Petit  Diable,  a  very  fine  veflel, 
pierced  for  eighteen  or  twenty  guns,  and  xoo  men  complement. 

The 
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.  The  prizes  are  laden  with  {hip-timber,  rofin,  and  tar,  and  w*r* 
intended  to  fit  out  privateers  fronxthe  enemy's  principal  ports  upon  the 
coaft.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B.  &c.  JOHN  WARREN. 

A  Lift  of  Veffels  belonging  to  the  French  Republic,  captured  and  deftroyed 
by  the  Squadron  under  the  Orders  of  Commodore  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren,  Bart.  K.  B.  between  the  \*jth  of  Julyt  1797,  and  the  6th  of 
September  following* 

Vejfel  of  War  capture^ 

L'Egalite,  chafTe  maree,  50  tons,  8  guns  and  20  men, 

Veffeh  of  War  deftroyed. 

La  Calliope,  frigate,  3^  guns"  and  25a  men,  funk.— La  Freedom,  fliip, 
300  tons,  8  guns  and  47  men,  burnt. — A  (hip  corvette,  22  guns  and 
200  men,  bilged. — A  brig  gun-veffel,  12  guns  and  72  men,  funk.— -La 
Petit  Diable,  cutter,  18  guns  and  180  men,  bilged  and  fell  over. 

Merchant  FeffeU  captured.— \&  Thalia,  (hip,  fent  to  Falmouth. — A 
brig,  fent  to  Falmouth.— A  brig,  fent  to  Falmouth. — A  brig^  fent  to 
Falmouth. — Three  chafTe  marges,  fent  to  Falmouth.— -L'Arche  de  Flotte, 
chafle  maree,  cargo  of  wine  and  foap  distributed,  to  the  fquadron. — A 
brig,  fent  to  Falmouth. — A  chafTe  maree,  fent  to  Falmouth.— LeRepubli- 
caine,  brig,  foundered,  crew  faved. — Le  Sardine  Fraiche,  brig,  foun- 
dered, crew  faved. — A  brig,  fent  to  Falmouth. — Le  Dauphine,  brigt 
fent  to  Falmouth  — Les  Tois  Sceurs,  chafle  maree,  fent  t©  Falmouth-. . 

Merchant  FcJJels  deftroyed. — Le  ■  \  brig,  funk. — Le  Henri,  (loop, 

burnt. — Le  Fidele,  brig,.i>urnu — L'Anne,  chalfe.  mar£e,  funk.— La  Ma- 
rie Anne,  Hoop,  funk.— Le  Pierre,  floop,  burnt. 

J.  B.  WARREN. 


Admiralty  Office,  September  14,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-Admiral  King/mill,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Ma/efty's  Ships  and  Fcjfels  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq*  dated  on 
board  the  Penguin  Sloops  in  Cork  Harbour,  the  2th  of  September,  1 7^7.' 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  'to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  my 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  Le  Fabius,  French  priva- 
teer, of  twenty  guns  and  140  men,  out  of  Nantes,  is  juft  broughx  in 
by  his  Majeity's  (hip  Doris.  Lord  Ranelagh's  letter  to  me  on  thisiubje& 
is  enclofed  herein.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  — : 

ROB.  KlNGSMI^L. 

Sir,  Dons,  of  the  Old  Head  of  Kinfale,  Sept.  8,  179$. 

SINCE  my  laft,  acquainting  you  of  the  capture  of  thcDerrepente,  a 
Spanilh  privateer  lugger,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  in  latitude 
46  deg.  40  min.  N.  long.  12  deg.  W.  I  chafed  and  captured  the  Fabius, 
-a  famous  privateer  (hip,  of  Nantes,  having  on  board  fixteen  iix-poupders 
and  four  twelve-pounders,  with  140  men.  She  had  been  out  tenfovs 
from  Nantes,  and  had  captured  a  fmall  Portuguele  veffel  from  Cork, 
hound  to  Lifbon.     I  am,  &c.'  &c.  s    , 

Fice- Admiral  Kin gf mill,  Cork.  .   R  ANELAQHi 

1  Copy 


Ctfm  ef  m  Litter  frem  Captain  Theneas  Wotiey,  Cmnmmdkr  of  bis  Mm- 
jefiy*s  Ship  Arethufa,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Spabead,  September 

I  AM  to  acquaint  you,  that  oa  the  sorh  of  Amgttft,  fceng  m  latitude 

Jo  deg.  4$  min.  and  km.  £5  deg*  to  iwiru  hating  in  taw  a  flop  uoder 
rtfftaa  colours,  from  Surinam,  which  1  have  detained,  fcfpeding  her 
to  be  Dutch  property,  we  perceived  at  day-light  three  fail  to  windward 
of  us,  one  ot  which,  deceived  by  our  appearance,  bore  down  upon  us 
under  French  colours,  to  within  half  gun -{hot,  when  (he  began  to 
fire,  which  fhe  continued  for  more  than  half  an  hour  before  The  at- 
tempted to  efcape.  We  were,  however,  fortunate  enough  to  have  fo 
difaoled  her  in  that  time  as  to  render  her  endeavours  frufclefe.  On 
Ariking,  (he  proved  to  be  La  Gaietc,  French  corvette,  of  twenty 
French  eight-pounders  and  186  men,  commanded  by  M.  Guinee,  l?n- 
feignef  de  VahTeau.  She  is  a  very  handfome  (hip,  and  quite  new,  this 
being  her  firft  voyage.  She  left  France  in  April  laft  for  Cayenne,  which 
laft  place  (lie  failed  from  about  four  weeks  before  we  fell  in  with  her, 
in  company  with  the  L'Efpoir,  a  brig  of  fourteen  guns,  who.  kept  to 
Windward  during  the  action,  and  flood  away  as  foon  as  (lie  faw  the  rate 
<rf  the  Gaiete.  They  had  not  taken  any  thing.  I  am  lorry  to  add  a 
lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

Return  ef  Killed  and  Wounded  en  heard  his  Majeftfs  Ship  Aretha/a,  in  the 
Alteon  emtb  La  Oolite,  French  Corvette,  en  the  %otb  *f  Auguft,  1797. 

t  Seaman  killed. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Morton,  captain's  clerk,  loft  his  leg. 

%  Seamen  wounded. 

Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  en  hoard  La  Gaiete,    French  Corvette, 

M,  Guience,  Commander  9 
ft  Seamen  killed. 
3  Ditto  wounded. 

(Signed)  T.  WOLLEY. 


Admiralty  OJice,  September^  16,  1797. 

^epj  of  *  Letter  froyti  Rear-Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis 

'  Majefly*s  Ships  and  Fejfels  at  the  Leeward  I/lands,  te  Evan  Nepean, 

S/q.  dated  Prime  -of  Wales,  Fert  Royal  Bay,  Martinique,  Jufy  25, 

f?97v. 
Sltt, 

I  AM*  to  acquaint  yon,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfliips,  that 
his  Majefty'rflup  Lapwing,  the  6th  inftant,  being  to  leeward  of  Mont- 
ierrat,  captured  Le  Veteran  French  privateer  (loop,  belonging  to  Gu* 
daloupe,  o£  eight  guns  and  twenty* four  men  ;  and  the  following  day 
captured  La  Dorad  French  privateer  (loop,  belonging  alio  to  Guade- 
loupe, of  four  guns  and  feventy-four  men. 
'.You  will  alfo  be  pleafed-to  acquaint  their  Lordfliips,  that  his  Majefty^ 
fliip  Roebuck  captured  to  windward  of  Barbadoes,  the  6th  inftant,  U 
Batare  Dutch  privateer  iloop,  of  ten  gulis  and  fifty-four  fiaeu,  £ve  days 
from  Cura^oa,  and  had  taken  nothing. 

From 
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Trom  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  September  19,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  September  18,   1 79  7. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent l,  K.  B.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  bis  Majefty's  Fleet  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris,  off  Cadiz,  the  3  ift 

ofAuguft,  1797. 

1 

Sir,  v 

I  HAVE  this  moment  received  the  enclofed  report  from  Captain 
Downman,  of  his  Majefty's  (loop  the  Speedy,  dating  the  capture  of  a 
Spanifh  privateer,.    I  am,  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lor  b,  Speedy,  in  the  River  Tagus,  Aug.  26,  1 797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  the  ift  inftant,  twenty 
leagues  S.  W.  of  Oporto,  we  captured  El  Domini  Lucas,  a  Spanifh ' 
lugger  privateer,  of  two  four-pounders,  twelve  fwivels,   and  twenty- 
eight  men,  after  a  chafe  of  five  hours.    She  is  new,  had  been  out  iixteen 
days,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing*     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  K.  B.    ,  HUGH  DOWNMAN. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  fromAdmiral  Sir  Richard  King,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majejty's  Shits  and  Vejjfels  at  Plymouth,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated 
on  board  his  Majefty's  Ship  Cambridge,  in  Hamoaze,  September  1 6,  1 797. 

Sir, 

I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  for  their  Lordmips*  information,  a  letter 
I  received  from  Captain  Seymour,  of  his  Ma/efty's  floop  Spitfire,  ac- 
quainting me  of  his  having  captured  a  French  ichooner  privateer,  with 
,  which  the  Spitfire  arrived  this  morning,    I  am,  &c. 

R.  KING. 

tits  Majefty's  Sloop  Spitfire,  Lizard  N.  N*  E. 
Sir,  13  Leagues,  September  15,  1797. 

THE  Spitfire  has  captured  the  French  privateer  fchooner  L'lncroya- 
ble,  of  three  fix-pounders  and  thirty-one  men,  out  fourteen  days  from 
St.  Maloes,  had  taken  nothing.   I  am,  &c. 

MICH.  SEYMOUR. 


Admiralty  Office,  September  18,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Kingfmill,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
bis  Majefty's  Ships  and  Vejfels  M  Cork,  dated  the  \$tb  September,  1797, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 

I  REQUEST  you  will  acquaint  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  his  Majefty's  (hip  Dryad  returned  here  yefterday ;  and 
alfo  that  you  will  lay  before  their  Lordfhips  the  accompanying  letter 
from  Lord  Ameliu*  Beauclerk,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  funk  a 
French  brig  privateer,  La  Cornelie,  of  Nantz,  mounting  twelve  guns. 

VoL.Vi  N  Sxa^ 
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St*,  Dryad,  Cork  Rdrbour,  Seph  1*^  1797. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you*  that  on  the  9th  inftant*  at  eight  P.  M.  in 
latitude  co  deg.  longitude  13  deg.  we  difcovered  a  fail  to  the  S*.  E.  At 
half  paft  nine  we  came  alongfide  of  her,  after  m&ny  iriaaostovres  on 
her  part  to  get  away ;  the  confequerice  of  which  was,  I  was  u.* 
neceffity  of  "firing  feverai  ffrot  at  her ;  which  proved  in  the  end  her  de- 
finition; running  alongfide  of  her  for  fome  time,  fretjuently  defking 
of  her  to  bring  to,  but  without  effect ;  when  all  of  a  fudden  I  heard  a 
great  noife  from  her,  and  was  informed  his  veflel  was  on  fire.  Fearing 
the  confequcnce  of  that,  I  (heered  off  a  ritrle,  iDutfoon  found  he  was 
Unking,  upon  which  I  ordered  him  to  run  on  board  off  tis  5  biitlbef- 
lieve  fhe  was  then  Joo  far  gone,  as  I  percerved  her  to  fettle  very  l?u% 
and  in  a  few  minutes  (he  went  down.  I  immediately  hoifted  the  boats 
out,  though  it  blew  frefh,  and  the  fea  ran  high,  and  every  exertion  made 
on  the  part  of  the  fhip's  company.  I  am  forry  to  fay  we  could  only  lave 
Seventeen,  and  them  owing  to^heyerTeverarice  df  iny  fenior  lieutenant, 
'Mr,  Palmer,  and  a  few  teamen,  in  the  laundh.  She  proved  to  be  la 
Cornelie,  French  privateer  brig,  of  Na'ntz,  mouriting  twelve  guris,  and 
ninety  men;  had  been  but  fixte*en  days,  and  only  captured  a  iDanlfii 
(hip.    lam,  Sir,  your  very  humble  ferv&nt, 

(Signed)  A.  BEAUCLERK. 

Robert  Kingfmill)  Efq.  (sfc»  fsfc* 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  September  23,  1797, 

Admiralty  Office,  September  22,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  George  Scott,  of  bis  Majefiy*s  Ship  Aibatrofs, 
to  Evan  Ncpean,  Efq.  dated  Nore,  September  21. 

BE  pleafed  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that  on  the  8th  inftant,  the  Naze  of  Norway  N.  E.  twenty-eight  leagues, 
being  a  great  diftance  in  the  rear  of  the  convoy  under  the  charge  of 
Ills  MajeuVs  (hip  Leopard,  I  difcovered,  chafed,  and  captured,  a  Dutch 
privateer  ichooner,  called  De  Brave  (commanded  by  Hendrick  Meyers 
Ditiofs),  mounting  five  carriage  guns  and  eight  fwivels,  cbmplement 
forty  men,  but  had  only  twenty-five  on  board  when  taken.  The  above 
privateer  failed  from  Egeroe  in  Norway  on  the  2d  inftant,  but  had  not 
taken  any  thing. 


Admiralty  Office,  September  23,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Honeyman,  Commander  of  his  '"Mdjtfifs 
Ship  Tyfipbone,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Yarmouth  Roads,  Sep- 
tember 19. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  acquainting  you,  for  the  information  of  ray 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that,  on  the  6th  inftant,  at 
one  P.  M.  Heligoland  bearing  S.  fc.  by  E.  five  leagues,  I  fell  in  with 
and  captured,  after  a  chafe  of  an  lour,  in  his  Majefty's  fhip  under  my 

com- 
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command,  Le  Cerf  Volant,  French  privateer  lugger,  Citoyen  Margolle 
commanding,  a  few  hours  from,  t{ie  Wcfcr,  heionging  to  Calais,  andc 
on,ly  four  months  off  the  ftocks ;  had  captured  nine  prizes.  She  mounted 
fourteen  three-pounders  and  fix  fwivels';.  eight  of  the  carriage  guria 
were  thrown  overboard  in  the  chafe ;  and  ha^on  board  fixty-three  men. 
She  received  the  fire  of  feveral  of  our  guns,  and  ftruck  without  making 
any  refinance. 

The  commander  of  Le  Cerf  Volant  informs  rne,  that  fhe  19  fuppofe.^ 
to  be  one  of  the  fafteft  kiling  vefleis  out  of  France.     I  have,  &c. 

ROB.  HONEYMAN. 


Admiralty  Office,  September  *$,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  J*ke~  Admiral  Kingfmill,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majejtys  Ship  and  Fejfels  at  Cork,  to  Evan  Ncpean,  Efq.  dated 
"Penguin,  Cork  Harbour,  September  16. 

PJJEASE  to  inforrn  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
his  Majefty's  fhip  Diana  anchored  off  this  harbour  yefterday  afternoon, 
and  fent  in  a' French  privateer'cutter  fhe  has  captured,  named  Le  Nep- 
tune, of  twelve  guns  and  fifty-five  men.  Encloied  is  Captain  Faulknpr'a 
letter  tp  me  on  the  fubjeft. 

Sir,  Diana  f  oft  the  Old  Head,  September  15. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  Tuefday  the  12th  inftant,  itt 
latitude  47  deg.  42  min.  longitude  8  deg.  28  min.  I  fell  in  with  and  cap-, 
tured,  after  a  chafe  of  nine  hours,  the  French  privateer  cutter  Le  Nep- 
tune, of  twelve  guns  and  fifty-five  men,  from  L'Orient,  out  three  dayi, 
had  not  taken  any  thing.     I  am,  &c. 

.Fice, Admiral  Kingj mill.  JON.  FAULKNOR. 


From  the  IX3NDON  GAZETTE,  September  25,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  September  35,  1797. 

JZxtrafi  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  Bart*  of  his 
Majefy's  Ship  Diamond,  to  Evan  Nepean,  l£fq,  dated  at  Spithead,  thk 

23^  injiant, 

SINCE  writing  my  letter  of  yefterday's  date,  we^  chafed  on  fhore, 
near  Cape  La  Heve,  a  lugge^r  privateer*  The  crew  had  left  her,  and 
aflembled  on  the  top  of  the  cliffs ;  and,  being  joined  by  numbers,  pre- 
pared to  repel  any  attempt  we  might  make  to  get  her  off.  1  fent  the 
boats,  under  the  orders,  of  Lieutenant  Rogers,  to  deftroy  her.  Thii 
fervice  he  effected  with  great  judgment ;  and,  notwith (landing  a  conftant 
fire  from  the  enemy,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  only  one  man 
wounded :  we  fuppofe  the  enemy  have  loft  ieveral. 


N  %  Admi 
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Admiralty  Office^  September  16,  1 797. 

'  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  .Lord  Bridport,  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis 
Majefty's  Fleet  employed  in  the  Channel  Soundings,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  the  Royal  George 9  at  Sea,  the  2  2d  of  September,  "1 797. 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon. 
Captain  Stopford,  of  the  Phaeton,  dated  at  fea  the  6th  inftant,  which  I 
ie:eived  this  morning  from  Plymouth,  acquainting  me  with  his  having 
captured  Le  Chafleur,  French  fchooner  privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  forty- 
feven  men,  which  I  tranfmit  for  their  Lordfliipslnformation, 

My  Lord,  Phaeton^  at  Sea ,  September  *6,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  fquadroa 
tinder  my  orders  ihis  day  captured  a  French  fchooner,  Le  Chafleur  pri- 
vateer, carrying  fix  guns  and  forty-feven  men ;  had  been  out  from  Bour- 
'   deaux  fifty  days,  and  made  no  captures.    I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

*  RGB.  STOPFORD. 


>w 


cpy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  St.  Vincent^  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  Veffels  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal,  to 
Evan  Nepcan,  Efq*  dated  on  hoard  the  FiUe  de  Paris f  off  Cadiz,  the 
2^hofAu^uftf  1797.  , 

Sir, 

HEREWITH  I  enclofe,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com- 
tniffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  4etter  I  have  received  from  Capt.  Digby, 
of  his  Majefty's  (hip  the  Aurora.    I  am,  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT, 

My  Lor  d,         His  Majefty's  Ship  Aurora ,  Lifion,  Augvft  1 7, 1 797. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  of  the  capture*  on  the  13th  inftant,  in  lati- 
tude 39  deg.  41  min.  north,  longitude  14  cleg.  25  min.  weft,  of  La  Marie 
Anne,  French  privateer,  of  fourteen  guns  and  ninety  men,  commanded 
by  T.  J.  Dechaille  ;  had  been  twenty-one  days  from  Nantz  without  a 
capture.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Earl  St.  P intent,  &c.  H,   DIGBY. 


/ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oaober  31-1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  Oflober  2,   1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Lewis,  of  his  Majefty's  Sloop  Weaxk,  to 
Evan  Ncpean^  Efq.  dated  at  Sea,  September  26,  1797. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfhips,  that 
I  yeilerday  captured,  off  the  Land's  End,  L'Entreprennant,  French 
cutter  privateer,  which  failed  from  Morlaix  on  the  20th  inftant,  carrying 
one  four-pounder,  fome  fwivels,  and  twenty- three  men.  She  had  taken, 
on  the  23d,  an  Englifh  brig,  the  mailer  and  crew  of  which  I  found  on 
board  ;  and  as  there  were  three  convoys  in  fight,  I  am  happy  to  fay  fhe 
\b  prevented  from  further  mifchjeft 

jtdmiraltf 
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Admiralty  Office,  OBober  %%  1797. 

J£xtra&  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Peter  Parker ',  Bart.  Commander  in  Chief  of 
bis  Majefiy's  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  P  ortfmouth,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efa. 
dated  on  board  the  Royal  William,  at  Spitbead,  the  $otb  of  September^ 

'797- 

ENCLOSED  is  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Thomas  Newton,  com- 
roandingsthe  Telemachus  armed  cutter,  giving  an  account  of  his  having 
yefterday  captured  the  Jean  Bart,  French  lugger  privateer.      > 

Sir,  Telemachus,  Spitbead, September  30,1797. 

.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  morning,  ofT 
Portland,  his  Majefty's  armed  cutter  under  my  command,  after  a  chafe 
of  five  hours,  captured  the  Jean  Bart,  French  lugger. privateer,  of  eight 
fwivels,  coppered,  and  manned  with  twenty-four  men ;  had  been  three  - 
days  out  of  Cherbourg,  and  had  taken  nothing. 

THOMAS  NEWTON. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oaober  7, 1797. 

Admiralty-Office,  O&olfer  7,  1797. 

•  1 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B,  to  Eva* 
Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on  hoard  his  Majefty's  Ship  Royal  George,  at  Sea, 
the  ift  of  October,  1797. 

Sir,  * 

I  THIS  day  fell  in  with  his  Majefty's  ftup  Unite,  Captain  Rowley, 
having  under  his  protection  the  Indian,  a  French  privateer  of  16  guns,, 
and  the  Egmont,  one  of  the  Leeward  111  and  convoy,  which  were  taken 
by  the  Phaeton  and  Unite,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  ultimo ;  and 
herewith  I  tranfmit,  for  their  Lordfliips*  information,  a  copy  of  Captain 
Stopford's  letter  to  me  on  that  fubject.    I  am,  &e. 

BRIDPORT, 

My  Lor  d,  Phaeton,  off  the  Baches  Bonnes,  Sept.  24,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  Indian,  a 
French  privateer  of  fixteen  guns,  together  with  her  prize  the  Egmont, 
a  homeward-bound  Weft  Indiaman  of  450  tons,  were  taken  this  morn* 
*  ing  by  the  PKaeton  and  Unite. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c. 

ROBERT  STOPFORD, 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  O&ober  10,  1797. 

Admiralty-Office,  08ober  10,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Peyton,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma* 
/e/ly's  Ships  and  Fejjfels  in  the  Downs,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  the  Overyffel,  the  ytb  injlant* 

Sir,  "  - 

I  HEREWITH  enclofe  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  fron\ 
Captain  Horton,  of  his  Majefty's  (loop  Fairy,  giving  an  account  of  his 
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having  funk  a  French  lugger ;  which  you  will  be  pleafed  to  lay  before 
their  Lordfhips.  JOSEPH  PEYTON, 

Oft  hoard  his  Majefiy*s  Shop  Fairy , 
Sik*  she  %tb  ofOftober,  at  Sea. 

%  HAVE  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  5th,  at  day-break,  being  off 
Blanchr z,  I  difcovered  three  luggers  to  the  S.  W.  and  one  brig  to  the 
Weft  ward,  which  proved  to  be  a  prize  to  them ;  and,  after  every  effort 
to  cut  the m  off  from  the  land  proving  unfuccefsful,  about  eleven  A.M. 
a  little  to  [he  weftward  of  Eftaples,  I  anchored  a«brcaft  of  the  brig, 
one  of  the  luggers  having  regained  her,  and,  after  heaving  as  clofe  in 
,as  I  could,  and  attempting  to  drive  the  lugger's  crew?  foldiers,  and 
people  aflembled  about  the  brig,  from  her,  as  well  as  having  fent  my 
boats  in  twice  to  fee  if  it  was  pra&icable  to  board  the  brig,  ia  vain,  1 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  leaving  the  brig,  though  not  before  I  had  the 
iatisfa&ibn  to  (ink  the  lugger,  which,  from  the  manner  they  difmantled 
her  at  low  water,  I  conceived  to  have  rendered  totally  unferviceable. 

*As  the  tide  flowed,  -  the  enemy  moved  the  brig  clofe  in  fliore  under 
the  batteries,  and  got  her  into  Bologne. 

The  lugger  appeared  to  have  from  thirty  to  forty  men  on  board, 
mounted  fwivels  only* 

J.  S.YDNEY  HORTON.  . 


Admiralty  Office,  OBober  10,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Barlow,  Commander  of  his  Majefty's  Ship 
Phoebe,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Ef%*  dated  at  Falmouth,  the  6th  of  Oftober, 

1797- 
Sir, 

BE  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lordfhips  of  the  arrival,  at  this  port,  of 
his  Majefty's  fhips  Phoebe  and  Melampus,  under  my  command:  the 
Melampus  joined  me  off  the  harbour  this  morning,  having,  on  her  re- 
turn from  feeing  the  Janus  and  her  convoy  fafe  into  the  Downs,  cap- 
tured a  French  lugger  privateer ;  Sot  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer 
you  to  Captain  Moore. 

ROB.  BARLOW. 

^Melampus,  Carrick  Roads,  Falmouth, 
Srn,  October  6,  1797. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  yefterday,  at  four  A.  M.  Calket  lights 
bearing  fouth  fix  leagues,  after  a  chafe  of  four  hours,  we  captured  Le 
Rayon,  a  French  privateer  lugger,  mounting  fix  carriage  guns  and  eight 
cohorns,  and  fifty- four  men,  commanded  by  Jean  Baptifte  Leonard 
Goflelin.  She  failed  from  Cheibourgh  ten  hours  before,  on  a  fix  weeks 
cruife,  between  the  Lizard  and  Cape  Clear,  was  well  appointed,  and 
fails  remarkably  well. 

GRAHAM  MOORE. 


Admiralty 
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Admiralty  Office,  OBoler  10,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  K.B.  to 
Mr*  Nepcan,  dated  Royal  George,  at  Sea,  Oftobcr  2,  1797. 

Sir, 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive,  for  their  Lordfhips'  information,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Captain  Stopford,  commander  -of  his 
Majefty's  fhip  Phaeton,  dated  the  18th  ultimo,  off  L'Ifle  6ieu,  in- 
forming me  or  the  capture  of  La  Brunette,  French  brig  privateer,  pierced 
for  fixteen  guns,  by  his  Majefty's  (hip  Unite,  which  was  delivered  to 
me  by  Sir  Charles  Hamilton  on  the  Melpomene  joining  me  this  mora* 
ing.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

BRIDPORT. 

My  Lord,  Pbacton,offUIJleDieu,  Stpt.  i$,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord  (hip,  that  the  Unite  laft 
night  captured  a  French  brig  privateer,  called  La  Brunette,  pierced  for 
fixteen  guns  and  carrying  ten  (eight  of  which  were  thrown  overboard 
in  chafe),  and  eighty  men. 

La  Brunette  had  failed  from  Bourdeaux  only  two  days,  and  is  com- 
pletely fitted  for  a  long  cruife.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB,  STOPFORD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord Bridport,  K.  B.&c.&c.&c.  '  ,  '  ■ 
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